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459.015 459.015 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the board and department.Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the board and department.——
(1) (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.
456.072456.072(2):(2):
(a) (a) Attempting to obtain, obtaining, or renewing a license to practice osteopathic medicine or aAttempting to obtain, obtaining, or renewing a license to practice osteopathic medicine or a
certificate issued under this chapter by bribery, by fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error ofcertificate issued under this chapter by bribery, by fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error of
the department or the board.the department or the board.
(b) (b) Having a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, orHaving a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, or
otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure, by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction,otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure, by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction,
including its agencies or subdivisions. The licensing authority’s acceptance of a physician’sincluding its agencies or subdivisions. The licensing authority’s acceptance of a physician’s
relinquishment of license, stipulation, consent order, or other settlement offered in response to or inrelinquishment of license, stipulation, consent order, or other settlement offered in response to or in
anticipation of the filing of administrative charges against the physician shall be construed as actionanticipation of the filing of administrative charges against the physician shall be construed as action
against the physician’s license.against the physician’s license.
(c) (c) Being convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction whichBeing convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which
directly relates to the practice of osteopathic medicine or to the ability to practice osteopathic medicine.directly relates to the practice of osteopathic medicine or to the ability to practice osteopathic medicine.
A plea of nolo contendere shall create a rebuttable presumption of guilt to the underlying criminalA plea of nolo contendere shall create a rebuttable presumption of guilt to the underlying criminal
charges.charges.
(d) (d) False, deceptive, or misleading advertising.False, deceptive, or misleading advertising.
(e) (e) Failing to report to the department or the department’s impaired professional consultant any personFailing to report to the department or the department’s impaired professional consultant any person
who the licensee or certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules of the departmentwho the licensee or certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules of the department
or the board. However, a person who the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine withor the board. However, a person who the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine with
reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,
or any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to aor any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to a
consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as described in s. consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as described in s. 456.076456.076 rather than to the rather than to the
department.department.
(f) (f) Aiding, assisting, procuring, or advising any unlicensed person to practice osteopathic medicineAiding, assisting, procuring, or advising any unlicensed person to practice osteopathic medicine
contrary to this chapter or to a rule of the department or the board.contrary to this chapter or to a rule of the department or the board.
(g) (g) Failing to perform any statutory or legal obligation placed upon a licensed osteopathic physician.Failing to perform any statutory or legal obligation placed upon a licensed osteopathic physician.
(h) (h) Giving false testimony in the course of any legal or administrative proceedings relating to theGiving false testimony in the course of any legal or administrative proceedings relating to the
practice of medicine or the delivery of health care services.practice of medicine or the delivery of health care services.
(i) (i) Making or filing a report which the licensee knows to be false, intentionally or negligently failing toMaking or filing a report which the licensee knows to be false, intentionally or negligently failing to
file a report or record required by state or federal law, willfully impeding or obstructing such filing, orfile a report or record required by state or federal law, willfully impeding or obstructing such filing, or
inducing another person to do so. Such reports or records shall include only those which are signed ininducing another person to do so. Such reports or records shall include only those which are signed in
the capacity as a licensed osteopathic physician.the capacity as a licensed osteopathic physician.
(j) (j) Paying or receiving any commission, bonus, kickback, or rebate, or engaging in any split-feePaying or receiving any commission, bonus, kickback, or rebate, or engaging in any split-fee
arrangement in any form whatsoever with a physician, organization, agency, person, partnership, firm,arrangement in any form whatsoever with a physician, organization, agency, person, partnership, firm,
corporation, or other business entity, for patients referred to providers of health care goods and services,corporation, or other business entity, for patients referred to providers of health care goods and services,
including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, clinical laboratories, ambulatory surgical centers,including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, clinical laboratories, ambulatory surgical centers,
or pharmacies. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent an osteopathicor pharmacies. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent an osteopathic
physician from receiving a fee for professional consultation services.physician from receiving a fee for professional consultation services.
(k) (k) Refusing to provide health care based on a patient’s participation in pending or past litigation orRefusing to provide health care based on a patient’s participation in pending or past litigation or
participation in any disciplinary action conducted pursuant to this chapter, unless such litigation orparticipation in any disciplinary action conducted pursuant to this chapter, unless such litigation or
disciplinary action directly involves the osteopathic physician requested to provide services.disciplinary action directly involves the osteopathic physician requested to provide services.
(l) (l) Exercising influence within a patient-physician relationship for purposes of engaging a patient inExercising influence within a patient-physician relationship for purposes of engaging a patient in
sexual activity. A patient shall be presumed to be incapable of giving free, full, and informed consent tosexual activity. A patient shall be presumed to be incapable of giving free, full, and informed consent to
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459.015 459.015 459.015 459.015  p y y pGrounds for disciplinary action; action by the board and department.p y ; y pp y y pGrounds for disciplinary action; action by the board and department.Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the board and department.————————
( ) (1) ( ) ( ) (1) (1)  g g p y , pTThe following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as spTTThe following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a license or disciplinary action, as specified in s.
456.072456.072456.072456.072456.072( )(2):( )( )(2):(2):
( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) (a) (a)  p g , g g p pAAtte ti  to obtain obtainin  or renewi  a license to actice osteo thic medicine or aAtte pti g to obtain, obtaining, or renewi g a license to p actice osteop thic medicine orAtte pti g to obtain, obtaining  or renewi g a license to p actice osteopAAAttempting to obtain, obtaining, or renewing a license to practice osteopathic medicine or aAttempting to obtain, obtaining, or renewing a license to practice osteopathic medicine or a

p y y, y p , gcertificate issued under this ch ter b  bribe yp y yp y ycertificate issued under this chapter by briberycertificate issued under this chapter by bribery fb f d l t i t ti th h f, by fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error fy fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error f, by fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error of, by fraudulent misrepresentations, or through an error of
pthe department or the board.ppthe department or the board.the department or the board.

( ) (b) ( ) ( ) (b) (b)  g y p p , p , rH i li th th it t ti t thi di i k d d dHaving a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, org a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, oHaving a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, orHaving a license or the authority to practice osteopathic medicine revoked, suspended, or
g , g , y g y y j ,otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure, by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction,g , g , y g y y j ,g g y g y y jotherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure, by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction,otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure, by the licensing authority of any jurisdiction,

g g g y p p y sincluding its agencies or subdivisions. g gg gincluding its agencies or subdivisions. including its agencies or subdivisions. The licensing authority’g yg yThe licensing authority’The licensing authority’s acceptance of a physician’p p yp p ys acceptance of a physician’s acceptance of a physician’sss
q , p , ,, or other settlement of preli uishment of license, sti lation, consent orderq , p ,q prelinquishment of license, stipulation, consent orderrelinquishment of license, stipulation, consent order th ttl t f, or other settlement of, or other settlement offered in res nse to or inppfered in response to or infered in response to or infffff
p g g g p yantici tion of the fili  of administrative cha es a inst the hysician shall be construed as actionp g g g p yp g g g p yanticipation of the filing of administrative charges against the physician shall be construed as actionanticipation of the filing of administrative charges against the physician shall be construed as action

g p y s license.against the physician’g p yg p yagainst the physician’against the physician’s licens .s license.s license.
( ) (c) ( ) ( ) (c) (c)  g g y, g j , y jBeing convicted or found guiltyg g yg g yBeing convicted or found guiltyBeing convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which, g j , y jg j y j, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which, regardless of adjudication, of a crime in any jurisdiction which

y p p y p pdirectly relates to the practice of osteopathic medicine or to the ability to practice osteopathic medicine.y p p y p py p p y p pdirectly relates to the practice of osteopathic medicine or to the ability to practice osteopathic medicine.directly relates to the practice of osteopathic medicine or to the ability to practice osteopathic medicine.
AA p p p g y gAAAAAA plea of nolo contendere shall create a rebuttable presumption of guilt to the underlying criminalp p p g y gp p p g y g plea of nolo contendere shall create a rebuttable presumption of guilt to the underlying criminalplea of nolo contendere shall create a rebuttable presumption of guilt to the underlying criminalAAAA

gcharge .ggcharges.charges.
( ) (d) ( ) ( ) (d) (d)  p g gFalse, dec tive, or misleadin advertisin ., p , g gp g gFalse, deceptive, or misleading advertising.False, deceptive, or misleading advertising.
( ) (e) ( ) ( ) (e) (e)  g p p p p p y pFailing to report to the department or the department’g p p pg p p pFailing to report to the department or the department’Failing to report to the department or the department’s impaired professional consultant any personp p y pp p y ps impaired professional consultant any persons impaired professional consultant any person

p p th th li tifi t h ld k i i i l ti f thi h t f th l f th d t twho the licensee or certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules of the departmentpter or of the rules of the departmentwho the licensee or certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules of the departmentwho the licensee or certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules of the department
or the board. However, p p por the board. Howeveror the board. Howeveror the board. However, a person who the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine with, p p pp p p, a person who the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine with, a person who the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine with

y p y , g , , ,reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,y p y , g , , ,y p y , greasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,
y yp , p y , y por any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to ay yp , p y , y py yp , p y , y por any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to aor any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to a

p g p p p gconsultant o rati  an im ired ractitioner ram as described in s. p g p p p gp g p p p gconsultant operating an impaired practitioner program as described in s. consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as described in s. 456.076456.076456.076456.076456.076 rather than to the rather than to therather than to therather than to the
pde rtment.ppdepartment.department.

( ) (f) ( ) ( ) (f) (f)  g, g p g, g y p p pAiding, assisting, procuring, or advising any unlicensed person to practice osteopathic medicineg, g, p g, g y p p pg, g, p g, g y p p pAiding, assisting, procuring, or advising any unlicensed person to practice osteopathic medicineAiding, assisting, procuring, or advising any unlicensed person to practice osteopathic medicine
y p pcontrary to this chapter or to a rule of the department or the board.y p py p pcontrary to this chapter or to a rule of the department or the board.contrary to this chapter or to a rule of the department or the board.

(g) (g) (g) (g) (g) (g)  g p y y g g p p p p yg p y y g g p p p p yFailing to perform any statutory or legal obligation placed upon a licensed osteopathic physician.g p y y g g p p p p yg p y y g g p p p p yFailing to perform any statutory or legal obligation placed upon a licensed osteopathic physician.Failing to perform any statutory or legal obligation placed upon a licensed osteopathic physician.
( ) (h) ( ) ( ) (h) (h)  g y y g p g gGiving false testimony in the course of any legal or administrative proceedings relating to theg y y g p g gg y y g p g gGiving false testimony in the course of any legal or administrative proceedings relating to theGiving false testimony in the course of any legal or administrative proceedings relating to the
p ypractice of medicine or the delivery of health care services.p yp ypractice of medicine or the delivery of health care services.practice of medicine or the delivery of health care services.
( ) (i) ( ) ( ) (i) (i)  g g p , y g g y gMaki  or fili  a r ort which the licensee knows to be false, intentionall or n li ntly faili  tog g p , y g g y gg g p y g g y gMaking or filing a report which the licensee knows to be false, intentionally or negligently failing toMaking or filing a report which the licensee knows to be false, intentionally or negligently failing to

p q y , y p g g g,file a report or record required by state or federal lawp q yp q yfile a report or record required by state or federal lawfile a report or record required by state or federal law, willfully impeding or obstructing such filing, or, y p g g g,y p g g g, willfully impeding or obstructing such filing, or, willfully impeding or obstructing such filing, or
g p p y ginducing another person to do so. Such reports or records shall include only those which are signed ing p p y gg p p y ginducing another person to do so. Such reports or records shall include only those which are signed ininducing another person to do so. Such reports or records shall include only those which are signed in

p y p p ythe capacity as a licensed osteopathic physician.p y p p yp y p p ythe capacity as a licensed osteopathic physician.the capacity as a licensed osteopathic physician.
(j) (j) (j) (j) (j) (j)  y g g y , , , , g g g y pPaying or receiving any commission, bonus, kickback, or rebate, or engaging in any split-feey g g y , , , , g g g y py g g y , , , , g g g y pPaying or receiving any commission, bonus, kickback, or rebate, or engaging in any split-feePaying or receiving any commission, bonus, kickback, or rebate, or engaging in any split-fee

g y p y g g y, p , p p, ,arrangement in any form whatsoever with a physician, organization, agencyg y p y , g , g yg y p y , g , g yarrangement in any form whatsoever with a physician, organization, agencyarrangement in any form whatsoever with a physician, organization, agency, person, partnership, fir ,, p , p p, ,p , p p, person, partnership, firm,, person, partnership, firm,
p , y, p p g ,corporation, or other business entityp , yp , ycorporation, or other business entitycorporation, or other business entity, for patients referred to providers of health care ods and services,, p p g ,p p g, for patients referred to providers of health care goods and services,, for patients referred to providers of health care goods and services,

g, , p , g , , y g ,including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, clinical laboratories, ambulatory surgical centers,g, , p , g , , y g ,g, , p , g , , y gincluding, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, clinical laboratories, ambulatory surgical centers,including, but not limited to, hospitals, nursing homes, clinical laboratories, ambulatory surgical centers,
p p p g p p por pharmacies. ppor pharmacies. or pharmacies. The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent an osteopathicp p g p p pp p g p p pThe provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent an osteopathicThe provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to prevent an osteopathic

p y g pphysician from receiving a fee for professional consultation services.p y g pp y g pphysician from receiving a fee for professional consultation services.physician from receiving a fee for professional consultation services.
(k) (k) (k) R f i t id h lth b d ti t’R f i t id h lth b d ti t’R f i t id h lth b d ti t’ ti i ti i di t liti titi i ti i di t liti titi i ti i di t liti ti
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