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Select Year:  2022 Go

The 2022 Florida Statutes (including 2022 Special Session A and 2023 Special
Session B)

Title XXXII
REGULATION OF PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS

Chapter 458
MEDICAL PRACTICE

View Entire Chapter

458.347 Physician assistants.—
(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The purpose of this section is to authorize physician assistants, with their education,

training, and experience in the field of medicine, to provide increased efficiency of and access to high-quality
medical services at a reasonable cost to consumers.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
(a) “Approved program” means a physician assistant program in the United States or in its territories or

possessions which is accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant or,
for programs before 2001, accredited by its equivalent or predecessor entities the Committee on Allied Health
Education and Accreditation or the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs formally
approved by the boards for the education of physician assistants.

(b) “Boards” means the Board of Medicine and the Board of Osteopathic Medicine.
(c) “Continuing medical education” means courses recognized and approved by the boards, the American

Academy of Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the American Osteopathic Association, or the
Accreditation Council on Continuing Medical Education.

(d) “Council” means the Council on Physician Assistants.
(e) “Physician assistant” means a person who is a graduate of an approved program or its equivalent or meets

standards approved by the boards and is licensed to perform medical services delegated by the supervising
physician.

(f) “Physician assistant national certifying examination” means the Physician Assistant National Certifying
Examination administered by the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor
agency.

(g) “Supervision” means responsible supervision and control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires
the easy availability or physical presence of the licensed physician for consultation and direction of the actions of
the physician assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term “easy availability” includes the ability to
communicate by way of telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what constitutes responsible
supervision of the physician assistant.

(h) “Trainee” means a person who is currently enrolled in an approved program.
(3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician or group of physicians supervising a licensed

physician assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the physician assistant is to perform and shall
be individually or collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the acts and omissions of the
physician assistant. A physician may not supervise more than 10 currently licensed physician assistants at any one
time. A physician supervising a physician assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review and
cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician assistant.

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—
(a) The boards shall adopt, by rule, the general principles that supervising physicians must use in developing

the scope of practice of a physician assistant under direct supervision and under indirect supervision. These
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Select Year:  2022 Go

The 2022 Florida Statutes (including 2022 Special Session A and 2023 Special
Session B)

Title XXXII
REGULATION OF PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS

Chapter 459
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

View Entire Chapter

459.022 Physician assistants.—
(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The purpose of this section is to authorize physician assistants, with their education,

training, and experience in the field of medicine, to provide increased efficiency of and access to high-quality
medical services at a reasonable cost to consumers.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
(a) “Approved program” means a physician assistant program in the United States or in its territories or

possessions which is accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant or,
for programs before 2001, accredited by its equivalent or predecessor entities the Committee on Allied Health
Education and Accreditation or the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs formally
approved by the boards for the education of physician assistants.

(b) “Boards” means the Board of Medicine and the Board of Osteopathic Medicine.
(c) “Continuing medical education” means courses recognized and approved by the boards, the American

Academy of Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the American Osteopathic Association, or the
Accreditation Council on Continuing Medical Education.

(d) “Council” means the Council on Physician Assistants.
(e) “Physician assistant” means a person who is a graduate of an approved program or its equivalent or meets

standards approved by the boards and is licensed to perform medical services delegated by the supervising
physician.

(f) “Physician assistant national certifying examination” means the Physician Assistant National Certifying
Examination administered by the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor
agency.

(g) “Supervision” means responsible supervision and control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires
the easy availability or physical presence of the licensed physician for consultation and direction of the actions of
the physician assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term “easy availability” includes the ability to
communicate by way of telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what constitutes responsible
supervision of the physician assistant.

(h) “Trainee” means a person who is currently enrolled in an approved program.
(3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician or group of physicians supervising a licensed

physician assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the physician assistant is to perform and shall
be individually or collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the acts and omissions of the
physician assistant. A physician may not supervise more than 10 currently licensed physician assistants at any one
time. A physician supervising a physician assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review and
cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician assistant.

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—
(a) The boards shall adopt, by rule, the general principles that supervising physicians must use in developing

the scope of practice of a physician assistant under direct supervision and under indirect supervision. These
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July 21, 2023 
 
 
Mr. Christopher Dierlam 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
PL-01, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
 
RE: Department of Health: Board of Medicine 

Emergency Rule 64B8ER23-8 
 
Dear Mr. Dierlam: 
 
I have reviewed the above-referenced emergency rule, which was effective on July 5, 2023, 
and advertised in the Florida Administrative Register on July 7, 2023. I have the following 
comments. 
 
64B8ER23-8: The board may want to consider citing section 458.331(1)(v) as 

rulemaking authority and as a law implemented. 
 
64B8ER23-8(1)(a): DH5082-MQA, Feminizing Medications for Patients with Gender 

Dysphoria, Patient Information and Informed Consent 
 Page 3:  Please explain the board’s statutory authority for requiring that 

adults receiving these medications “to undergo a thorough 
psychological and social evaluation performed by a Florida licensed 
board-certified psychiatrist or a Florida licensed psychologist” before 
beginning HRT and every two years thereafter.  See § 120.52(8)(c), Fla. 
Stat. 

 
 Also, please explain why this informed consent contains substantive 

requirements for adults to receive hormone replacement therapy.  
Section 456.52(2) requires the consent form to provide information 
regarding the nature and risks of the prescription and an 
acknowledgment from the patient.  It appears that substantive 
requirements for hormone replacement therapy should be in the rule 
text, not in the informed consent form.  See § 120.52(8)(c), Fla. Stat. 
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Mr. Christopher Dierlam 
July 21, 2023 
Page 2 
 
 
 
64B8ER23-8(1)(b): DH5083-MQA, Masculinizing Medications for Patients with Gender 

Dysphoria, Patient Information and Informed Consent 
 See comments to 64B8ER23-8(1)(a) regarding form DH5082. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Otherwise, I look forward to your response. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Marjorie C. Holladay 
Chief Attorney 

 
cc: Mr. Edward A. Tellechea, Chief Assistant Attorney General 
 
MCH:df  #190463 
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July 21, 2023 
 
 
Ms. Donna McNulty 
Special Counsel 
Office of the Attorney General 
PL-01, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
 
RE: Department of Health: Board of Osteopathic Medicine 

Emergency Rule 64B15ER23-10 
  
Dear Ms. McNulty: 
 
I have reviewed the above-referenced emergency rule, which was effective on July 5, 2023, 
and advertised in the Florida Administrative Register on July 7, 2023. I have the following 
comments. 
 
64B15ER23-10: The board may want to consider citing section 459.015(1)(z) as 

rulemaking authority and as a law implemented. 
 
64B15ER23-10(1)(a): DH5082-MQA, Feminizing Medications for Patients with Gender 

Dysphoria, Patient Information and Informed Consent 
 Page 3:  Please explain the board’s statutory authority for requiring 

that adults receiving these medications “to undergo a thorough 
psychological and social evaluation performed by a Florida licensed 
board-certified psychiatrist or a Florida licensed psychologist” 
before beginning HRT and every two years thereafter.  See 
§ 120.52(8)(c), Fla. Stat. 

 
 Also, please explain why this informed consent contains substantive 

requirements for adults to receive hormone replacement therapy.  
Section 456.52(2) requires the consent form to provide information 
regarding the nature and risks of the prescription and an 
acknowledgment from the patient.  It appears that substantive 
requirements for hormone replacement therapy should be in the rule 
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Ms. Donna McNulty 
July 21, 2023 
Page 2 
 

text, not in the informed consent form.  See § 120.52(8)(c), Fla. 
Stat. 

 
64B15ER23-10(1)(b): DH5083-MQA, Masculinizing Medications for Patients with 

Gender Dysphoria, Patient Information and Informed Consent 
 See comments to 64B15ER23-10(1)(a) regarding form DH5082. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Otherwise, I look forward to your response. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Marjorie C. Holladay 
Chief Attorney 

 
cc: Mr. Edward A. Tellechea, Chief Assistant Attorney General 
 
MCH:df  #190465 
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