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POLITICS

U.S. Becomes Transgender-Care Outlier as
More in Europe Urge Caution
Republicans seize on European doubts over medical interventions to call for
restrictions

By Jathon Sapsford Follow  and Stephanie Armour Follow

June 19, 2023 at 12:01 am ET

A transgender flag was worn at a Pride festival in Georgia last year. PHOTO: ROBIN RAYNE/ZUMA PRESS

WASHINGTON—The U.S. is becoming an outlier among many Western nations in the way
its national medical institutions treat children suffering from distress over gender identity.

For years, the American healthcare industry has staunchly defended medical interventions
for transgender minors, including puberty blockers, which suppress the physical changes
of adolescence as a treatment for those distressed over their gender.

The European medical community, by contrast, is expressing doubts about that approach.
Having allowed these treatments for years, five countries—the U.K., Sweden, Finland,
Norway and France—now urge caution in their use for minors, stressing a lack of evidence
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