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several other factors that would be inportant to

consi der when -- whether or not to recommend a
treat ment.

But it has two steps in that way. |t has
ki nd of the grading of the evidence and then
determ ning strength of recomendati ons.

Q And have you ever attenpted to apply the
criteria specified by GRADE to assess a study?

A It's generally recommended that one do
that as part of, like, a full research group. And
| " ve not been on one of those groups.

Q And so then you -- you've al so never
attenpted to do that for any of the studies that
you cite in your declaration, correct?

A. No, not apply specific GRADE criteria.
Generally GRADE criteria is used when one is
writing guidelines.

Q " msorry. Say that again?

A. GRADE is typically used when one is
writing clinical practice guidelines.

Q I s GRADE ever used in a systematic
revi ew?

A Sonme people mght. | have not.

Q How many systematic revi ews have you
done?
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A. Just one.

Q. Can you explain how those who woul d use
GRADE in a systematic review would use it in the
process of creating the systematic review?

MS. NOWL| N- SOHL: Object to the form
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | don't think they
woul d GRADE the systematic review. | think they
woul d have different research questions, and there
woul d be a body of literature they would identify
t hrough their search that they would then | ook at
In their specific tables that give you, |like, a
rough general sense of how to apply the GRADE
criteria to different concl usions.

Q. (BY MR. RAMER) And then sticking with
this docunment, 1'd |like to go to page 273, which
Is 302 in the PDF, | believe.

Are you there?

A. Yes.

Q. Ckay. And then the -- well, the only
full paragraph on the page, it's a little |ong,
but 1'mgoing to read it and ask if | read it
correctly.

It says "In contrast to systematic

reviews, traditional narrative reviews typically
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address nultiple aspects of the disease (e.g.,
eti ol ogy, diagnosis, prognosis, or managenent),
have no explicit criteria for selecting the

i ncl uded studi es, do not include systematic
assessments of the risk of bias associated with
primary studi es and do not provide quantitative
best estimates or rate the confidence in these
esti mat es.

“"The traditional narrative review
articles are useful for obtaining a broad overview
of a clinical condition, but may not provide a
reliable and unbi ased answer to a focused,
clinical question."

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. And then what is your understandi ng of
how systematic reviews differ fromnarrative
reviews with respect to systematic assessnment of
the risk of bias associated with primary studies?

A. A systematic review may or may not
I ncl ude an assessnment of the risk of bias.

Al so, as the paragraph that you ski pped
over notes, it may or may not include, |ike, an
unbi ased summary of the literature, like a

met a- anal ysi s.
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final two sentences of that paragraph.
A. Okay. |'mthere now.
Q Okay. I'll start again.

"Even if the results of different studies
are consistent, determning their risk of bias is
still inmportant. Consistent results are |ess
conpelling if they conme fromstudies with a high
risk of bias than if they cone fromstudies with a
| ow ri sk of bias."

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q So this is saying even if you have
nunmer ous studi es show ng the sane results, you
still should assess those individual studies for
risk of bias, correct?

A. Yes. | think we can broadly al ways agree
I n medicine that anytinme you have a research
study, you should assess it for risk and bias.

I think 1'"d also highlight that there are
many different types of bias. | don't know what
specific type of bias they're referencing here
wi t hout reading the full chapter and the context.

Q And is sone bias worse than others?
A. | don't know that | would say "worse."

They're different.
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Q And for the studies that you cite in your

decl arati on, have you assessed them for risk of

bi as?

MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form

THE W TNESS: Yes. Any scientific
research paper you read is going to, likely in the

di scussi on section, talk about for that individual
paper what biases may conme up or what limtations
there are to how you interpret that study in
I sol ation, which is why, back to your point of why
you want the systematic review and identifying al
of the research, that you always want to | ook at
all the research as a whol e, because every
I ndi vidual study is going to have strengths and
weaknesses. They're pointing out that's true even
for random zed controlled trials.

Q (BY MR RAMER) And so | think you
di scussed that you read the discussion to see
where the bias is in the study.

And is that generally how you assess

studies for risk of bias?

A. That's a good starting point, because
often the author of the paper, in the peer-review
process, whatever peer reviewer identifies as a

limtation of the study, if that -- that's due to
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sonething like recall bias, et cetera, that that's
usually the part of the paper where that's going
to be witten.

But | think nost experts are al so going
to read the full paper to see if they identify any
other limtations of the study that weren't
explicitly noted in the discussion section of the
paper .

Q And this will for now be nmy | ast question
on this, and then maybe we can take a break.

But 1'd like to go to page 182 in this
docunment. Just let nme know if you're there.

A. We're there.

Q Okay. And I1'd like to ook at the | ast
paragraph on the page in the first sentence. And
"1l just read it and ask if | read it correctly.

It says "In answering any clinical
guestion, our first goal should be to identify
whet her there is an existing systematic review of
the topic that can provide a summary of the
hi ghest quality avail abl e evidence (see the
sunmari zi ng the evidence section).”

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q And do you agree that the first goal in
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A. Not necessarily. ldeally it would be,
but | don't believe all systematic reviews reach
that |evel of rigor.

Q. Okay. So on this docunment, Turban
Exhibit 6, there is a -- on page 1 there is a bold
question that says "What is a systematic review?"
And |'mjust going to read the first two sentences
under that and ask if | read them correctly.

It says "A systematic review is gui ded
filtering and synthesis of all avail abl e evidence
addressing a specific, focused research question,
generally about a specific intervention or
exposure. The use of a standardi zed, systematic
met hods and preselected eligibility criteria
reduce the risk of bias in identifying, selecting,
and analyzing rel evant studies."

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q What is your understandi ng of what this
page is describing when it nmentions "anal yzing
rel evant studies"?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form

THE W TNESS: So they're saying you use
st andardi zed systematic nmethods in presel ected

eligibility criteria, so those are all things to
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you. And I'll just read the first, the first part
of this paragraph, and ask you a questi on about
it.

And it says "Yeah, | think that's a huge
question that especially in pediatrics people are
grappling with -- | think people have had an
easier time in adult nmedicine kind of recognizing
t hat these, |ike, assessnent/gatekeeping were a
little bit ridiculous and damaging. And it's
interesting that not all of the |essons fromthat
have made it into pediatrics yet because people
don't trust kids to make decisions in the sane
way, obviously, but, |ike, things people are
famliar with, right? Like, if you're -- if you
set up this assessnent, gatekeeping protocol,
people are just going to figure out the answers
and then tell you what you want to hear. And
you've set up this really kind of |ike argunent
representative with your patient or client.
(Unclear time stanped 1407). And you're |ike why?
Why even bother? You know?"

And do you think there's any reason to
bot her with an assessnment nodel for
gender-affirm ng nedical interventions?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form
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THE W TNESS: For m nors or adults?
Q. (BY MR. RAMER) M nors.
A. No. But again, it's this what do you
mean by informed consent?

So what | would say, which hopefully
answers the question, is that everyone | know
conducts this conprehensive biopsychosoci al
evaluation prior to initiating care, and that that
bi opsychosoci al assessnment involves ensuring the
patient can provide informed consent or assent and
t hat the parents can provide informed consent.

Q. In sticking with this same docunment, |'d
li ke to nmove to page 11. And on this page there
are two answers attributed to you. One is very
short. |I'm|looking at the second one further
down.

And in particular in that paragraph, |
just want to read the third to | ast sentence that
begins with the words "And right." And I|'1]I
ask -- I'"'msorry. Maybe the fourth to last -- the
sentence that begins with the words "And right,"
and then I'Il ask if | read it correctly.

It says "And right. The only argunent
for the diagnosis existing is insurance coverage."

Did | read that correctly?

Page 107

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-ldaho@veritext.com 208-343-4004



alexis.kovacs
Highlight


© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N T T N N T e e e R R R N T e
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o~ W N +—» O

Case 1:23-cv-00269-BLW Document 72-1 Filed 10/27/23 Page 12 of 38

Jack Turban , M.D., MHS October 16, 2023

A Correct.

Q And you're tal king about the diagnosis
for gender dysphoria here; is that right?

A. In the context of psychiatric
appoi nt nent s.

Q So what do you nean when you say, "The
only argunment for the diagnosis existing is
| nsurance coverage"?

A | believe this was in the context of
argunment s about whether or not gender dysphoria
should be in the DSM And there have been
argunents on both sides. Sone people have
hi ghl i ght ed concerns that because gender dysphoria
Is in the DSM that the general public wll
msinterpret that to think that trans identities
are a nental illness and that that will pronote
stigma, which I think is sonmething that we' ve
seen.

My phil osophy on that is that we just
shoul dn't stigmatize nental health conditions
broadly. | wouldn't stigmatize soneone with nmgjor
depressive disorder in the sane way that |
woul dn't stigmatize soneone with gender dysphori a,
but | understand that stigma exists.

Anot her side of the spectrum people have
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this end.
Did you say you could not picture a case?
A. | cannot picture a case where that woul d
be a reasonabl e practi ce.
Q And | want to skip the next sentence and

then read the one after that and ask if | read it
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correctly.

It says "Never once have | had a" --
sorry. I'll start again.

“Never once have | had a treatnment plan
for someone's, |ike, gender dysphoria. But [|'ve

had treatnment plans to help themwth their

anxi ety or their depression or trauma-rel ated

synpt ons. "
Did | read that correctly?
A Sorry. I'mjust finding where you are.
Yes.
Q And is it true that you have never once

had a treatnent plan for someone's gender

dysphori a?

A. So again, this is talking in the context

of a psychiatric treatnent plan. So | woul dn't
have -- there's no evidence psychotherapy is to
try and push soneone to identify with their sex

assigned at birth.
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Do you see the date that this article was
publ i shed?
A Yes.
Q And do you recall what day you published

the article we were just |ooking at in Turban

Exhi bit 127
A. | do not.
Q If we go back to Turban Exhibit 12 and go

to the first page, which is page 68, and then
towards the bottom do you see where it says
"Publ i shed online Septenber 11, 2019"7?

A. Yes.

Q And so the news article in Turban
Exhi bit 13 was published the sane day that you
published this article in Turban Exhibit 12
online; is that correct?

A. That seens to be the case. That's
generally how news outlets cover new research
articles is they get them ahead of time while
t hey' re under enbargoes so they have tinme to read
t hem and conduct interviews so that they can
publish them around the sanme tinme that the paper
comes out.

Q How do the news organi zati ons becone

aware of the article when it's enbargoed?
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A. I'"mnot sure if they sign up for it or --
but essentially nost of the major high-inpact
medi cal journals send out press rel eases about
articles that are comng out in their future
editions that aren't out yet to journalists so
that the journalists have a chance to request an
enbar goed version of the article with the
agreenent that they don't talk about it publicly
until the article is officially posted online.

Q And then in this NBC article, which is
Turban Exhibit 13, 1'd like to go to page 2 of the
PDF. And about hal fway down before this blank
space, there's a quote attributed to you.

And it says "We hope our findings
contribute to ongoing legislative efforts to ban
gender identity conversion efforts."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And do you think that's an accurate
quot e?

A. Yes.

Q And before you conducted this study, did
you want to ban gender identity conversion
efforts?

A. They were | abel ed dangerous and unet hi cal
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that you di sagree with?

A It's been a while since | read it, so |l'd
have to ask you if there's a specific line you're
ref erenci ng.

Q Well, when you -- the comment you just
made about them excludi ng studies that you thought
were inportant, so do you have reason to doubt
that the analysis in this docunent is reliable?

MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | recall them not including
all the studies that they should have incl uded.

Q (BY MR RAMER) And do you know whet her
this systematic review assessed any of the studies
that you rely on in your declaration?

A | presune it reviews sone of them but
It's been a while since I've read it.

Q Okay. Let's go to page 74. And kind of
m ddl e of the page, you see appendix D entitled
"Excl uded Studies Table"?

A. Yes.

Q And do you recall whether you cite the
first study -- let nme rephrase.

Do you recall whether in your declaration
you submtted in this case that you cite the first

study |listed here?
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A. Yes.
Q And the fourth one down on this table,
the de Vries study, do you recall, is that also a

study you cite in your declaration?

A. Yes.

Q And the next page, third fromthe bottom
t he Turban article. And do you recall is this a
study you cite in your declaration?

A. Yes.

Q And did you know the revi ew excl uded
t hese studies?

A. Yes.

Q And do you disagree with the review s
conclusion to exclude these studies?

A. | call it a decision, not a conclusion,
but yes.

Q. And why?

A. Because | think the studies give you
val uabl e information. The Achille study, though
It doesn't separate GnRH anal ogues out fromthe
ot her interventions because it's underpowered when
It does that, | do think it's valuable information
to know when they | ook at the group that received
gender-affirm ng nmedical interventions including

bl ockers and hornones that their nmental health
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Q Okay. That's sufficient.

Okay. I'dlike to goto -- let's stick
with this docunent and go to page 99. And at the
top it says "Appendix G Grade Profiles."”

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q And the first study in Table 2 here is
de Vries 2011 study.

And you cite that in your declaration,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q And in that table, there's a little
footnote 2. And then you go down to footnote 2
and it says "Downgraded one |evel -- the cohort
study by de Vries, et al. (2011) was assessed as
at high risk of bias (poor quality overall, |ack
of binding, and no control group)."

Do you see that?

Yes.

> O >

No.
Q And then 1'd like to go to page 101.
Actually, I'"'msorry, 102. The foll ow ng page.
And do you see they refer to the Costa
2015 study in this table?
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A. Yes.
Q And you also cite the Costa 2015 st udy,

A Yes.

Q And if you go to page 106, down at the
very bottomthere's another little footnote 1.
And it says "Downgraded one |evel -- the cohort
study by Costa, et al. (2015) was assessed as at
hi gh risk of bias (poor quality overall, |ack of
bi ndi ng, and no control group."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.
Q And do you agree with that assessnent?
A. | agree with the |ack of binding. |

don't think it's fully accurate to say there
wasn't a control group.
Q Do you agree it's at high risk of bias?
A. It depends on how they're defining that
term
Q What if they're defining it in accordance
with the GRADE net hodol ogy?
MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form
THE W TNESS: The thing about GRADE
met hodol ogy is there are several categories to go

t hrough each one, and then it's sonmewhat
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Correct?

A

O > O > O

A.
gener al |

simlarl

it had b
noti ced
I ncl usi o
after it
Q
toward t

says "Ap

Did you
A.
Q

t he seco

st udy.

decl ar at

Yes.

And is this sonething you' ve read before?

Yes.

And did you study it closely?

At the tine.

And what did you think when you read it?

VWhat | recall, it reviewed studies that |
y was already aware of, and | believe
y had excluded a handful of studies.

| think when | was reading it, it was --
een published for a while, so | also

t hat there understandably was not

n of inportant studies that were published
came out.
Okay. 1'd like to go to page 70. And

he bottomthere's a bold blue header that

pendi x D Excl uded Studi es Table.™

Do you see that? Sorry. | mssed you.
see that?

Yes.

And then I1'd like to go to page 72. And
nd study listed there, the de Vries 2014
That's a study that you cite in your

ion, correct?
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A. Correct.

Q And then I'd like to go to -- well, and
you were aware that the publishers of this
systemati c revi ew excluded that study from
consi deration before you cited it in your
decl aration, correct?

A. It's years ago that | read this, but yes,
| woul d have at sone point been aware of that.

Q And let's go to page 77. And that's
entitled "Appendi x E, Evidence Tables."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q And there they are discussing the Achille
article that you cite, correct?

A. | believe that's how you pronounce it.

Q But that's the article that you cite,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q And then go to page 79. And toward the
bottom that's the Allen study that you cite,
correct?

A. Correct.

Q And then 81. And that's the Kaltiala
study that you cite, correct?

A. Yes.
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Did | read that correctly?

A Yeah. | think that's true because this
was published prior to sonme of those other studies
t hat | ooked at psychot herapy as a potenti al
conf ounder.

Q But for the record, | read that

correctly?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And what do you -- well, let ne
read the next sentence, and then I'll -- ny first
gquestion will be did | read it correctly.

"Because of this, it is not clear whether
any changes seen were due to gender-affirm ng
hor nones or other treatnments the partici pants may
have received."
And did | read that correctly?
A Yes.
Q And is this paragraph describing a
confoundi ng variable |Iike we discussed earlier?
MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Yes.
Q (BY MR' RAMER) And the, quote, other
treatnments in that | ast sentence could include
psychot her apy, correct?

A. Theoretically, yes. | can't be sure what

Page 229

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-ldaho@veritext.com 208-343-4004



alexis.kovacs
Highlight


© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

N T T N N L T e e e e e R N N
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o~ W N +—» O

Case 1:23-cv-00269-BLW Document 72-1 Filed 10/27/23 Page 23 of 38
Jack Turban , M.D., MHS October 16, 2023

It says "This systematic revi ew
originated froma two-year commi ssioned work from
t he governnental body of the Swedi sh agency for
heal t h, technol ogy, assessnent, and assessnent of
soci al services (SBU)."

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q And do you understand this article to be
a systematic review conm ssioned by the Swedi sh
gover nment ?

A. | believe so, yes.

Q So sane page in the very top in the fully
gray box, there is a conclusion. And I'll read it
and ask if | read it correctly.

It says "Evidence to assess the effects
of hornone treatnent on the above fields in
children with gender dysphoria is insufficient.

To inprove future research, we present the GENDHOR
checklist, a checklist for studies in gender
dysphori a. "

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q Do you di sagree with the concl usion that
evi dence to assess the effects of hornone

treatment on children with gender dysphoria is
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I nsufficient?
MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form
THE W TNESS: | would need a precise
definition of what they mean by "insufficient."

Q. (BY MR. RAMER) When you read this, did
you try to figure out what they meant by
"insufficient"?

A. Probably at the tinme. | don't recal
what their definition was.

Q. And so you said the article included a

| ot of hyperlinks to very |ong appendices; is that

right?
A Yes.
Q. And did you ever try to analyze those?
A. | started to, but didn't have tinme. But

as | nmentioned earlier, a |lot of what happens with
the systematic review is there are subjective
choi ces made in how you define your search
term nol ogy, how you decide to exclude and
I ncl ude.

So ny intention was to go through and
better understand their full methodol ogy, but

ultimately | did not have tine.

Q. Okay. 1'd like to go to -- nmaybe we're
still on 2280. And in the right colum there is a
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t he next page, right colum, 3.1. And the final
sentence of that paragraph in 3.1 says "A |list of
excl uded studies is provided at the SBU web page, "
and then includes a hyperlink.
Do you see that?
A. Yes.
Q Al right.
MR. RAMER: 1'd |ike to now introduce
Turban Exhibit 20 if you have that, Li.
MS. NOWLI N- SOHL:  Yes.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 20 was marked.)
Q (BY MR RAMER) And, Dr. Turban, | wll
represent to you that this docunent is |ocated at
the hyperlink that we just read.
And is this one of the |ong appendices
you were referring to?
A. It looks a lot nicer than the one |

remenber. | wonder if they fixed sonme of the

formatting in translation.

Q It could be.
A. But no, that's fine. 1It's not very |ong
Q And the -- let's see here.

Okay. Can you see in the |light blue --
won't ask you to read Swedish -- but after the

backsl ash, it says "Appendi x 2 studies excl uded
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due to high risk of bias."

A. Yes.

Q. And do you cite -- let me rephrase.

The first study listed is the Achille

study you cite, correct?

A Yes.

Q. And the second study listed is the Allen
study you cite, correct?

A Yes.

Q. And the third study listed is one of the
de Vries studies that you cite, correct?

A. Yes.

Q And at the bottom of this page is the de
Lara study that you cite, correct?

A Yes.

Q. Dr. Turban, are you aware of any
systematic reviews that have been able to draw
concl usi ons about the effects of gender-affirmng

hor none t herapy on suicide?

A. Li ke death from suicide?
Q. Yes.
A. No.
MR. RAMER: | think this is a good
breaking point. | also think |I've been going for

about an hour.
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provi de puberty bl ockers to adol escents with
gender dysphoria; is that correct?

MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form Object
to the extent that it calls for a |egal
concl usi on.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot certain if it's
physically in that center, but the report makes it
clear that pubertal suppression is still an option
for individual patients, and that the genera
gender dysphoria care is being noved fromthat
centralized clinic to regional clinics.

MR RAMER: |'d like to look at -- did
t he Turban Exhibit 21 come through, Li?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL:  Yes.

MR. RAMER: Okay. |1'd like to pull up
Turban Exhibit 21, which has the title "Effects of
Gender-Affirm ng Therapi es and People Wth Gender
Dysphoria: Evaluation of the Best Avail able
Evi dence. "

(Deposition Exhibit No. 21 was nmarked.)
Q (BY MRR RAMER) And Dr. Turban, have you
seen this docunent before?
A | have not.
Q And were you aware that the Florida

Agency For Heal thcare Adm ni stration inposed
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policies that restricted access to
gender-affirm ng nmedi cal interventions?
A | read it in the news.
Q And did you ever try to research the
evidentiary basis for that decision?
MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | know they conm ssioned a
report that was criticized by others, but I
personally did not go through it.
Q (BY MR RAMER) Okay. That's all | have
on that one.
And, Dr. Turban, do you consider yourself
to be an expert?
MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Are you still there?
Q (BY MR RAMER) | didn't hear you. |'m
sorry.
My question was do you consider yourself
to be an expert?
MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Sanme objection
THE W TNESS: Do you nean in sonething
specific?
Q (BY MR. RAMER) | n anything.
A. I would say |I'm an expert in the research

regardi ng the nental health treatnent of
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t hat pubertal suppression inmproves nental health
I n transgender youth."
Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes. And again, this is why | wouldn't
take any one study in isolation since they all
have strengths and weaknesses. This was not one
of the studies that adjusted for psychotherapy. |
t hi nk we nentioned earlier sonme of the ones that
di d.

Q And so next page, study 10, | believe
this is your own study. And the final sentence
says "Of note, this study did not identify
psychot herapy as a potentially confoundi ng
vari able. "

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q Was this the one you were struggling to
remenber earlier?

A. No. The question was whether or not it
adjusted for access to gender-affirm ng hornones.

Q Which -- the question in the study or the
question | had earlier?

A The question | could not recall for sure
I's whether or not it adjusted for gender-affirmng

hor nones, not psychot her apy.
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| egi slation |l ead you to think it was a good tinme
to review the relevant research for the readers of
this bl og?

A. Because |l egislators in several states
were making fal se statenments that there was not
evi dence regarding the benefits of this care, and
that | thought it was inportant for constituents

to know when statenents by | awmkers are untrue.

Q. Is it fair to say that the -- |'m going
to put it this way: 1In the cases where you have
testified as an expert, is it fair to say that the

| aws at issue in those cases were enacted by
Republ i can | awmakers?
MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form

f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | Dbelieve that's true.
MR. RAMER: And to go back to -- | think
| finally have the correction, so | will send
t hat .
Q. (BY MR. RAMER) Okay. So | wll
represent to you that what | am sending is the

correction to the Plos One article entitled
"Access to Gender-Affirm ng Hornones During
Adol escence and Mental Health Qutconmes Anong

Transgender Adults.™

Page 265

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-ldaho@veritext.com 208-343-4004



alexis.kovacs
Highlight

alexis.kovacs
Highlight


© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P B P P P P PP PP
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o M W N ~—» O

Case 1:23-cv-00269-BLW Document 72-1 Filed 10/27/23 Page 31 of 38
Jack Turban , M.D., MHS October 16, 2023

MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: | believe so. Yes.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 25 was marked.)
Q. (BY MR. RAMER) And, Dr. Turban, do you
have a -- an account on the website formerly known

as Twitter, now known as X?

A. Yes.

Q. And is your handle @ ack turban?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you have Exhibit 25 in front of
you?

A. Yes.

Q. And is this a Tweet that you sent?

A. Yes.

Q. And I'Il just read it first and then ask
If I read it correctly. It says "I"'mreally sick

of the #GOP's creative ways of signaling bigotry.
They don't care about the flag. They just want to
signal that they: (1) hate #LGBTQ people, (2)
want themto shut up and hide, and (3) want to
(and feel entitled to) have power over them |It's
gross. "
Did | read that correctly?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you think that Republicans hate LGBTQ

peopl e?
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| egi sl ators that you were referring to in this
Tweet about the flag -- and sorry. \Where was
that, the flag episode that you were descri bi ng?
A. This was back in June. | don't recal
t he specifics.
Q It was back just a few nonths ago. You
don't recall, |like, what state? Was it Congress?
A. There have been many instances |ike this
over the past several nonths. | wish this one
stood out nore than others, but no, | don't
remenber this specific instance in June.

MR RAMER. And I'd like to go to Turban

Exhi bit 26.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 26 was nmarked.)
Q. (BY MR. RAMER) And do you have that up?
A Yes.
Q And I'Il just read this one again and ask
if | read it correctly.

"Republicans don't believe in freedom of
speech. They silenced an el ected representative
because she disagreed with them on the House
floor. 1t's not a coincidence that she's
transgender. They are steadfast in silencing and
attacking trans Americans. Anerican denocracy is

dead. "
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Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes, with a -- there's a statenent bel ow
it fromthe representative who was forced to stop
speaki ng on the House fl oor.

Q. Do you think that Republicans are
steadfast in attacking trans Anmericans?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form

THE WTNESS: | think there's been a
clear rise in legislation that is not evidence
based and goes agai nst the broad consensus in
medi ci ne about how we can help these young people
' m responsible for taking care of. And | have
been watching nore and nore | egislation being
I ntroduced that is harnful to themand that is
concerning to ne.

Q. (BY MR. RAMER) Do you think supporters
of that l|legislation are attacking trans Anmeri cans?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form

THE W TNESS: Again, | can't speak to
every individual who's introducing |egislation,
but | can tell you it's |legislation where the
evi dence suggests that it's going to be harnful to
this popul ati on.

And it's very sad to me to watch that

non-evi dence- based | egi sl ati on be pushed forward
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denocracy is dead?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form

THE WTNESS: | think it's very scary
t hat politicians woul d weaponi ze the governnent to
silence elected representatives from being able to
speak on | egislation.

And as soneone who's aware that often
physicians don't do a good job sharing evidence
broadly and that often the information that we
have and this research and peer-reviewed journals
doesn't always nmake its way into |legislative
debates, it's scary to imagi ne that the few ways
In which that research and data is supposed to get
into the | aw-maki ng process is in sonme instances
bei ng prevent ed.

MR. RAMER: And |I'd like to go to Turban
Exhi bit 27.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 27 was marked.)
Q (BY MR. RAMER) And do you have that up?

A Yes.
Q. And I'"ll just read it first and then ask
iIf I read it correctly.

"Qur country is dying and the GOP is
killing it. They are abusing power to attack

mnorities, then demand that they stand sil ent
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whil e attacked. We've seen this before in
history, and it's never ended well."

Did | read that part of the Tweet
correctly?

A. "Il have to read the screenshot below it
to know what the context was, but you read the
part above the screenshot correct.

Q And do you think that the GOP is killing
our country?

MS. NOWLI N-SOHL: Object to form

THE WTNESS: 1'll need a second to read
the part you didn't read.

Q (BY MR RAMER) Okay.

A Okay. This seens |ike the sane -- a
reference to the sanme situation as the |ast Tweet,
whi ch, again, | think was very concerning that
there was a nenber of this |egislative body trying
to share research and data about -- | think in
this case it was a ban on gender-affirm ng nedi cal
care for adol escents bei ng dangerous.

And they used different techniques to
eventually silence that representative from being
able to share that information.

And | think the representatives who did

that and actively worked to try and renove
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and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | think I answered the
guesti on.

Q. (BY MR. RAMER) Are you refusing to
answer the question yes or no of whether you think
that those certain GOP | awmkers who you j ust
referenced are killing our country?

MS. NOWLI N- SOHL: Object to form
argunmentati ve, asked and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | don't think it's a
yes-or-no question, and | think | answered the
questi on.

MR. RAMER: All right. Let's goto
Tur ban Exhi bit 28.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 28 was marked.)

Q. (BY MR. RAMER) Do you have that up?

A. Yes.

Q. "1l just read this and then ask if |
read it correctly.

"l should clarify. | don't hate al
conservatives," exclamation point. "Mostly just

t he aggressive anti-trans Heritage fol ks," heart
emoji. "I should use nore precise term nol ogy for
my haters.”

Did | read that correctly?
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A. Yes.
Q And what are anti-trans Heritage fol ks?
A. | don't recall the specific context of

this Tweet, but presumably it was soneone siml ar
to this line of questioning accusing nme of hating
all conservatives.

I have many conservative friends. | have
all throughout ny education. |'mvery close with
conservatives and people across the political
spectrum

At the end of the day | work as a child
psychiatri st who takes care of a specific
popul ation that | care deeply, which are the young
t ransgender yout h.

There are individuals at the Heritage
Foundation who intermttently have passed
m sinformati on or said things about this
popul ation or the research regarding themthat's
not true, and it is very upsetting for ne to see
peopl e spread m sinformation that's going to hurt
the young patients that | take care of.

So again, this is neant to clarify -- |
think the line of questioning that you're going
after is whether or not | have an issue with a

certain political party. And this Tweet is

Page 285

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-ldaho@veritext.com 208-343-4004



alexis.kovacs
Highlight


N

© 00 N oo 0o b~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

Case 1:23-cv-00269-BLW Document 72-1 Filed 10/27/23 Page 38 of 38
Jack Turban , M.D., MHS October 16, 2023

REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF | DAHO )

)
COUNTY OF ADA )

I, Amy E. Simmons, Certified Shorthand Reporter and
Notary Public in and for the State of |daho, do hereby
certify:

That prior to being exam ned, the w tness naned in
the foregoing deposition was by me duly sworn to testify
to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;

That said deposition was taken down by ne in
shorthand at the tinme and place therein naned and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny direction, and
that the foregoing transcript contains a full, true, and
verbatimrecord of said deposition

| further certify that | have no interest in the
event of the action.

W TNESS ny hand and seal this 19 day of Cctober,
2023.

| D CSR No. 685

CA CSR No. 14453
WA CSR No. 22012915
OR CSR No. 22-009
RDR, CRR, CRC,

and Notary Public

My conm ssion expires: 6/13/28.

Page 317

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-ldaho@veritext.com 208-343-4004






