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Arizona House passes bill banning transgender
student athletes from participating in girls
sports

The Arizona House of Representatives passed a controversial bill Tuesday that aims to ban transgender
female athletes from participating in girls' school sports. If signed into law, the ban would apply to all
students in the state through college.

The bill, HB 2706, would require female athletes to prove their biological sex with a signed doctor's
note following genetic testing if another student athlete disputed it. All public and private schools that
sponsor interscholastic and intramural sports would be forced to comply, including K-12 schools,
community colleges and universities.

"Women are being displaced in their own sport. The playing field is no longer level," said Republican
Representative Nancy Barto, who introduced the bill. "All that needs to be determined is what sex a
person is and that determines which team they can play on."

If the bill becomes law, any student would be able to dispute another athlete's gender if they feel it has
negatively affected them. According to Democratic lawmakers, students would be allowed to target
other students with no burden of proof.

I haven't figured out why we're even hearing #HB2706. This isn't a problem in Arizona, the
@AZHouseDems have covered every angle of why this bill is not only unnecessary, but harmful.
(Part 1 of my closing statement on why I voted no.) pic.twitter.com/crzHKylO7f
— Rep. Kirsten Engel (@EngelForArizona) March 4, 2020

Barto said the bill "frankly doesn't discriminate or ban anybody from playing sports," adding that
transgender girls could play on coed teams or boy's teams if they wanted.

Democrats called the bill "unnecessary and transphobic" and said it threatens the privacy of Arizonans,
but a Republican majority passed it 31 to 29 along party lines.

"Transgender children are being attacked at the will of members of the @AZGOP all because they
don't fit in their siloed and antiquated thought process," State Representative César
Chavez tweeted Tuesday.

Opponents argue to bill leaves LGBTQ youth vulnerable to harmful bullying and privacy invasions.

"The vote tonight was shameful," State Representative Kirsten Engel tweeted. "Political points for
Republicans at the cost of our most vulnerable kids, our transgender youth. I'm not proud of my State
today."

®Trans girls are girls ®#HB2706 is a harmful bill that sends the message to trans girls that
they are not worthy of a full and social life and it denies them the opportunities and experience
that their peers have. pic.twitter.com/7Rv6tSBx3v


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/connecticut-high-schoolers-sue-transgender-athletes-competing-girls-sports/
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/2R/bills/HB2706H.pdf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HB2706?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/AZHouseDems?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/crzHKyIO7f
https://twitter.com/EngelForArizona/status/1235034480580030465?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/AZHouseDems/status/1234857024908820486
https://twitter.com/RepCesarChavez/status/1234953794464600064
https://twitter.com/EngelForArizona/status/1235047039207002112
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HB2706?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/7Rv6tSBx3v
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"Whether someone is a sports fans or not, most view this as a matter of basic fairness," Representative
Barto said in defense of the bill. "Female student athletes should not be forced to compete in a sport
against biological males, who possess inherent physiological advantages. When this is allowed, it
discourages female participation in athletics and, worse, it can result in women and girls being denied
crucial educational and financial opportunities."

The bill will now head to the Senate. According to the House, similar legislation is being considered in
Idaho, New Hampshire, Washington, Tennessee, Georgia, and Missouri.

The ACLU of Arizona called the bill invasive, discriminatory and harmful. "#HB2706 will police
young girls' bodies and shame trans girls in the process," it tweeted.

"Transgender girls are girls, and transgender boys are boys. Transgender students participate in sports
for the same reasons that other students do. They want enjoy the activities, challenge themselves and
be a part of a team," Amanda Parris, policy counsel for the ACLU of Arizona, said in a statement.
"Participation in sports has been shown to lead to better grades, better academic performance and
improved self-esteem. We should not allow politicians to deny students opportunities to follow their
passion and to compete. Transgender students deserve our support, not baseless attacks because of who
they are as people."

Currently, the Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA) allows all students to participate in sports in a
way that is "consistent with their gender identity" regardless of their gender assigned at birth. The AIA
also guarantees confidentiality in the process of determining eligibility for transgender student athletes.


https://twitter.com/ACLUaz/status/1229847539739836417?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/transgender-athlete-bill-tennessee-bill-would-require-trans-students-to-play-as-gender-assigned-as-birth/
https://twitter.com/ACLUaz/status/1235248576696967168
https://www.acluaz.org/en/press-releases/arizona-lawmakers-targets-transgender-students-ability-participate-school-sports
aiaonline.org/files/14046/2019-2020-aia-constitution-bylaws-policies-and-procedures-book.pdf
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“If the Speaker and President are not allowed to intervene, they will not be able to exercise their
statutory right to mount a defense, and the duly enacted laws challenged here may receive no adequate
defense, or even no defense at all,” reads the brief.

This isn’t the first time the legislative leaders have asked the court to let them take sides in a lawsuit.
The two won permission to intervene in a lawsuit against 2021 abortion laws earlier this year, as well
as in a challenge to President Biden’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate for federal contractors — both
cases in which Mayes refused to take up the mantle of her predecessor, Republican Mark Brnovich.


https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/031523_gop_abortion_defense/arizona-gop-leaders-win-permission-defend-abortion-law-court/
https://prescottenews.com/index.php/2023/04/28/arizona-house-of-representatives-celebrates-successful-intervention-in-cases-to-defend-state-laws-and-fight-against-federal-overreach/
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COVID-19 Coverage

AZ Senate Advances Bill to Ban Transgender Kids from
School Sports

KAWC | By Howard Fischer
Published January 21,2022 at 5:16 PM MST

10f3

By Howard Fischer

Capitol Media Services

PHOENIX -- Rejecting pleas from parents of transgender children, a Senate panel voted
Thursday to limit their participation in public or private school sports to the biological
sex of their birth.

The 4-3 party line vote by the Republican dominated Judiciary Committee came after
Matt Sharp, an attorney with Alliance Defending Freedom, cited instances in
Connecticut where transgender females defeated cis-gender girls and women in sports.
He said those born male have a biological advantage over girls.

Sharp, however, could not cite a single instance of problems in Arizona. But he said
that's irrelevant.

"We're trying to prevent what happened in other states from happening here," Sharp
said.

The Arizona Interscholastic Association which governs high school sports already has a
policy that says all students should be able to participate "in a manner that is consistent
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AlA lobbyist Barry Aarons said there have been only a dozen requests in the past seven
to 10 years to allow students to participate in a sport in the gender with which they
identify when it does not match that of their birth. And he said the AlA's Medical Sports
Advisory Council which reviews these has granted just seven.

The measure requires each interscholastic or intramural athletic team sponsored by a
public or private school whose students or teams compete against a public school to
be expressly designated as for males, females or coed "based on the biological sex of
the students who participate on the team or in the sports." And it specifically prohibits
teams designed for females from being open to males.

It also says any student or school who suffers any harm from violation of what's being
called the Save Women's Sports Act can file suit to both halt the practice and collect
damages.

SB 1165 picked up support from several speakers who said that allowing those born
male to compete against girls and women isn't fair. That includes Jadis Argiope who
identified herself as a transgender woman who said all the measure does is deal with
"biological reality."

"The reality is we're stronger," she said.

"We have bigger bones, we can take in more oxygen," Argiope continued. "We have a
better fat distribution that gives us an advantage taking hits. We have stronger
ligaments."

Christine Pierce cited her own experience in sports.

"Allowing males to compete against females takes away the fairness of competition in
female athletics,” she said. But Vanessa Anspach said she sees it from the perspective
of the parent of two children, including a 10-year-old transgender girl.

"When | became a parent | never imagined I'd be standing here today begging you for
my child's right to be a child," she testified. "As a parent, my job is to support her, defend
her and be her advocate."

Anspach said she knows her daughter will face multiple challenges.

"Playing sports with her peers shouldn't be one of them," she said.

Albert Levensohn had his own story.

"l am the proud parent of a transgender girl in middle school who deserves all the rights
and opportunities to play sports just like all other girls growing up in Arizona," he told
lawmakers. And Levensohn said that those who are backing the measure are wrongly
focused on who wins.

"Participating in sports is an important part of students' physical, social and emotional
well being," he said. "Playing sports provides student athletes with important lessons
about leadership, self-discipline, success and failure as well as the joy and shared
excitement of being part of a team.”

But Sen. Warren Petersen, R-Gilbert, said the measure does not discriminate but simply
recognizes biological differences.

"It is absolute lunacy to think that it's OK to allow a male to dominate in a female sport,’
he said. And Petersen said nothing in the legislation precludes transgender students
from doing that.

"They can play, he said. "They just can't play on the team they want to play on."

He suggested that one option would be for schools to create "transgender leagues.’
That suggestion, however, drew questions from Sen. Martin Quezada, D-Glendale, who
questioned whether Petersen was advocating a form of "separate but equal," a concept
the U.S. Supreme Court rejected in the 1950s when it disallowed schools from being
segregated because of race.

Sen. Wendy Rogers, R-Flagstaff, cited her own experience playing high school volleyball
and participating in track and field competition in college, all of which came about
because of federal Title IX which prohibits any institution from discriminating against
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Stahl Hamilton, D-Tucson, said all that is based on what she believes is a mistaken
premise that men, by definition, are stronger than women. In fact the senator said she
would like the men on the committee to stand up with her.

"There is not a man on this dais whose physical appearance | find intimidating,’ said
Stahl Hamilton who said she stands 5-foot-10 in her bare feet -- and 6 feet with heels.

"l would take any one of them on on the basketball court any given day, and would have
done it as a 14-year-old girl," she continued. "And, in fact, | did."

The measure now goes to the full Senate after constitutional review by the Rules
Committee.

On Twitter: @azcapmedia
&

Howard Fischer

See stories by Howard Fischer

e

ARIZONA WESTERN COLLEGE

NORTHERN
ARIZONA YUMA
UNIVERSITY  Branch Campus

Support Public
Radio

Now, more than ever, your support powers KAWC!

Al .a . [2022-01-21/a- a -a a - - -a-a - - - - 3/9


https://www.kawc.org/people/howard-fischer
https://www.kawc.org/people/howard-fischer
https://donate.nprstations.org/kawc
https://donate.nprstations.org/kawc
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=933529224062213&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kawc.org%2F2022-01-21%2Faz-senate-advances-bill-to-ban-transgender-kids-from-school-sports
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kawc.org%2F2022-01-21%2Faz-senate-advances-bill-to-ban-transgender-kids-from-school-sports&text=AZ%20Senate%20Advances%20Bill%20to%20Ban%20Transgender%20Kids%20from%20School%20Sports%20
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kawc.org%2F2022-01-21%2Faz-senate-advances-bill-to-ban-transgender-kids-from-school-sports&mini=true&title=AZ%20Senate%20Advances%20Bill%20to%20Ban%20Transgender%20Kids%20from%20School%20Sports%20&summary=Rejecting%20pleas%20from%20parents%20of%20transgender%20children%2C%20a%20Senate%20panel%20voted%20Thursday%20to%20limit%20their%20participation%20in%20public%20or%20private%20school%20sports%20to%20the%20biological%20sex%20of%20their%20birth.&source=KAWC
mailto:?body=AZ%20Senate%20Advances%20Bill%20to%20Ban%20Transgender%20Kids%20from%20School%20Sports%20%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kawc.org%2F2022-01-21%2Faz-senate-advances-bill-to-ban-transgender-kids-from-school-sports%0A%0ARejecting%20pleas%20from%20parents%20of%20transgender%20children%2C%20a%20Senate%20panel%20voted%20Thursday%20to%20limit%20their%20participation%20in%20public%20or%20private%20school%20sports%20to%20the%20biological%20sex%20of%20their%20birth.
https://donate.nprstations.org/kawc

Case 4:23-cv-00185-JGZ Document 92-27 Filed 06/29/23 Page 1 of 5

EXHIBIT 23

WILENCHIK & BARTNESS

—— A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION ——



Cassd 223 \c00NAB53%Z Dboouee @52 7 Filkeik 0 D222 3 PRge 6 Biod 5

Thanks for trying out Immersive Reader. Share your feedback with us. 5 o

British Cycling to ban transgender women from
competing in female category

British Cycling's Jon Dutton 'confident' new policies safeguard fairness

British Cycling is to ban transgender women from the female category of its competitions following a
nine-month review and consultation.

Under a new participation policy that the governing body said was "predicated on fairness", such
athletes will compete in an 'open category' with men.

Female races will be "for those whose sex was assigned female at birth".

The changes will prevent riders such as Emily Bridges potentially being part of the British women's
team.

Last year Bridges - the country's highest-profile transgender cyclist - was stopped from competing in
her first elite women's race by the UCI, cycling's world federation, despite meeting the rules at the
time.

Bridges reacted to the announcement with a statement on social media, calling the change a "violent
act" by a "failed organisation" that was "controlling" the conversation on transgender inclusion.

She added that the racing scene was "dying under its watch" and that British Cycling was engaged in
"culture wars".

British Cycling's policy had allowed transgender women to take part in elite female events if they met
testosterone-based regulations.

But with the governing body at the heart of the debate over balancing inclusion with fairness, its
regulations were suspended amid mounting controversy about Bridges and a review was launched.

"Research studies indicate that even with the suppression of testosterone, transgender women who
transition post-puberty retain a performance advantage," said British Cycling.

"Our aim in creating our policies has always been to advance and promote equality, diversity and
inclusion, while at the same time prioritising fairness of competition.

"We recognise the impact the suspension of our policy has had on trans and non-binary people, and we
are sorry for the uncertainty and upset that many have felt during this period."
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Transgender women will be able to participate in non-competitive recreational and community cycling
without restriction.

The new policies will be implemented by the end of the year.

'You have no right to tell me when I am done' - Bridges response

In her statement, Bridges was critical of the state of British Cycling and its treatment of transgender
riders.

"Cycling is still one of the whitest, straightest sports out there and you couldn't care less," she said. "I
agree there needs to be a nuanced policy discussion and continue to conduct research. This hasn't

happened.

"Research isn't being viewed critically, or any discussion about the relevance of the data to specific
sports.

"I've given my body up to science for the last two years, and this data will be out soon.
"There is actual, relevant data coming soon and discussions need to be had."

Bridges claimed discussion of the debate is "inherently political" and "framed by the media who are
driven through engagement by hate", saying she was "terrified to exist".

She claimed British Cycling was "furthering a genocide against us. Bans from sport is how it starts".
She added: "I know a lot of people will think I'm being dramatic, or overplaying how scary things are
at the moment. I don't even know if I want to race my bike any more... but you have no right on telling

me when [ am done."

British Cycling is not commenting on Bridges' statement.

What's the background?
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Emily Bridges previously set a national junior men's record over 25 miles and was selected to join British Cycling's senior academy in 2019

Having been a highly promising competitor in junior men's events, Bridges came out as transgender in
2020, starting hormone therapy as part of her gender dysphoria treatment.

She then became eligible to compete in elite women's events under British Cycling's transgender
regulations, which required riders to have had testosterone levels below five nanomoles per litre for a
12-month period prior to competition.

But days before the 2022 National Omnium Championships, the UCI said Bridges' participation could
only be allowed once her eligibility to race in international competitions was confirmed, dashing her
hopes of competing for Wales in the Commonwealth Games.

A group of elite female cyclists called on the UCI to "rescind" its rules around transgender
participation, claiming female athletes in the UK were "willing to boycott" events over their "concerns
about fairness in their sport".

Bridges said she felt "harassed and demonised" and had "little clarity" on her eligibility. She added that
she "does not have any advantage" over her competitors, and could prove it with data.

While British Cycling suspended its rules, the UCI then toughened its regulations, doubling the
qualification period to two years and lowering the required testosterone threshold for transgender
women riders to 2.5nmol/L.

But this month, after Austin Killips became the first transgender woman to win a UCI women's stage
race at the Tour of the Gila, the world governing body re-opened consultation on the issue, saying it
"hears the voices of female athletes and their concerns about an equal playing field for competitors".

'"Paucity of research' - British Cycling boss

"We acknowledge the paucity of research at this time, but can only look at what's available to use,"
said British Cycling chief executive Jon Dutton.

"I am confident that we have developed policies that both safeguard the fairness of cycle-sport
competition, whilst ensuring all riders have opportunities to participate.

"We have always been very clear that this is a challenge far greater than one sport. We remain
committed to listening to our communities, to monitor changes in the scientific and policy landscape,
to ensure that sport is inclusive for all."

Fiona McAnena from Fair Play For Women told BBC Radio 4's World at One she was "concerned
about all the women and girls who need to know that sport will be fair so I think an open category is a
great solution because it doesn't negate anyone's identity...[and] the female category can be protected."”

"We're finally reverting to fairness. We are going to see it across all sports."

However Joanna Harper - a sports scientist who studies the effects of transition on transgender athletes,
and who is transgender herself - said she was "disappointed but not surprised".

"I don't think it's necessary" she told BBC Radio 5Live. "Trans women have been competing in cycling
for many years...and although they have achieved some success in the sport, they are under-
represented and are not anywhere near taking over the sport."
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In March, UK Athletics also banned transgender women from competing in the female category in its
competitions and events. There have been similar moves in swimming,triathlon and both codes of
rugby.

A number of studies have suggested transgender women retain cardiovascular and strength advantages
compared to female athletes, even after taking testosterone-suppressing hormones.

Critics of transgender athletes' participation in some women's sports argue that gives them a
disproportionate advantage over their peers and limits opportunities for their rivals.

However, others argue there is not enough detailed research in the area, that the science is not clear,
and that with very few elite transgender athletes, sport should be more inclusive, with open categories
criticised for being discriminatory.

British Cycling said its women-only community programme "will continue to remain open and
inclusive for transgender women and non-binary people" who can "continue to participate in a broad
range of British Cycling activities in line with their gender identities".

Across the BBC

e Will they carve a brighter future down under? Ten Pound Poms starring Michelle Keegan
and Warren Brown

¢ Could eating nuts reduce your waistline? Michael Mosley chews over the surprising
benefits of these nutrient powerhouses
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Thursday, March 17, 2022

Amid protests, Penn swimmer Lia Thomas becomes first known
transgender athlete to win Division | national championship

By Katie Barnes

ATLANTA -- Lia Thomas is a national champion.

Thomas, who is a transgender woman, touched the wall in 4 minutes, 33.24 seconds in the 500-yard freestyle on
Thursday night to become the first known transgender athlete to win a Division I national championship in any
sport.

Thomas finished 1.75 seconds ahead of second-place Emma Weyant, who attends Virginia. Thomas' time was a
season best and a little more than 9 seconds off of Katie Ledecky's 4:24.06 record.

The race began with the crowd cheering for each of the swimmers, but fans were noticeably quiet for Thomas'
introduction. Save Women's Sports founder Beth Stelzer draped a vinyl banner with the organization's phrase
over the railing.

During the race, Thomas was alternately tested by Olympians Brooke Forde (Stanford), Erica Sullivan (Texas)
and Weyant. Thomas led early, but was passed by Sullivan and trailed for most of the first half of the race.
Thomas and Weyant went stroke-for-stroke in the back half of the race, but Thomas pulled away over the final
150 yards to win her first national championship.

"It means the world to be here," Thomas said in an interview with Elizabeth Beisel after the race.

Thomas, who declined to attend the NCAA-required postrace news conference, told Beisel she has been trying
to tune out the distractions. "I try to ignore it as much as I can," Thomas said. "I try to focus on my swimming,
what I need to do to get ready for my races. And just try to block out everything else."

As she stood on the podium with her trophy, she flashed a peace sign, just as she did for her four Ivy League
championships. And once again, the crowd was noticeably quiet as she was announced as the champion.

Thomas returns to the pool Friday morning for the 200-yard freestyle prelims. She also is scheduled to compete
in the 100 on Saturday.

"It's a symbol of Lia's resilience," Schuyler Bailar, who at Harvard became the first known transgender man to
compete on a Division [ men's team, told ESPN. "The fact that she's able to show up here, despite protesters
outside, people shouting and booing her, I think it's a testament to her resiliency. And it's also a symbol that we
can both be who we are and do what we love."

"Any hate is unnecessary," Virginia junior Lexi Cuomo said after the Cavaliers won the 200 freestyle relay. "We
need to look at it as we're all competitors right now. We're focused on ourselves and our team. Our first and
foremost goal is to win a national title."

After posting the nation's top times in the 200 and 500 freestyle events in December at the Zippy Invitational in
Akron, Ohio, Thomas garnered national attention. Her success in the pool drew both praise and criticism. Some
of that criticism was on full display in Atlanta.

https://www.espn.com/espn/print?id=33529775 1/2
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Outside of the McAuley Center, dueling protests dominated the morning. More than 20 protesters from Save
Women's Sports and Young Women for America (the college branch of Concerned Women for America) chanted
outside, protesting Thomas' inclusion in the women's category.

The group also included Idaho state Rep. Barbara Ehardt, the author of HB 500. HB 500 was the first law
restricting transgender athletes' ability to play sports in accordance with their gender identity. It has since been
blocked in federal court.

"We're not going to stand by and let women be displaced," said Annabelle Rutledge, the national director for
Young Women for America. "We must fight for their rights."

Concerned Women for America announced Thursday that the organization filed a Title IX complaint against the
University of Pennsylvania. CWA contends that Penn is violating Title IX by allowing Thomas to compete on
the women's team.

"The future of women's sports is at risk and the equal rights of female athletes are being infringed," CWA
president and CEO Penny Nance said in a statement. "We filed a formal civil rights complaint against UPenn in
response to this injustice."

This is not the first Title IX complaint CWA has filed in response to a prominent transgender athlete. After
Franklin Pierce University (FPU) track athlete CeCe Telfer won a Division Il national championship in the 400m
hurdles in 2019, CWA filed a Title IX complaint with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at the Department of
Education. The OCR found that FPU's transgender inclusion policy violated Title IX and the school was forced
to rescind its policy. The Department of Education has not yet responded to CWA's latest complaint.

On the other side of the street from Save Women's Sports and CWA were a dozen counterprotesters, who were
Georgia Tech graduate and undergraduate students.

"They are bringing off-campus hate onto our campus," Georgia Tech Grad Pride president Naiki Kaffezakis told
ESPN.

Another counterprotester, who wished to be acknowledged by only her first name, had words of support for
Thomas.

"I'm rooting for her. I'm very happy for her," Em said. "Good luck out there, girl. Get 'em."

https://www.espn.com/espn/print?id=33529775 2/2



Case 4:23-cv-00185-JGZ Document 92-29 Filed 06/29/23 Page 1 of 7

EXHIBIT 25

WILENCHIK & BARTNESS

—— A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION ——



5/17/23, 4:31 PM Coene 44 288 g A0 e AR -y EDempiimas KA ST Drga bHr skl EEg 4704 2208 | [Weaippe s @ik fAjury | Marca

It's News: Draymond Green Michael Jordan / Man City vs Real Madrid / Rahm Scheffler / Prince Harry Meghan Car Accident / Becky Lynch vs Trish Stratus / Jamie Carragher Thierry Henry USh

MAREA @ EN NFL - NBA - Soccer - MLB - Boxing Lifestyle

NCAA
High School volleyball player Payton McNabb urges ban on transgender athletes after
serious injury

A female player was injured by a transgender woman.
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Payton McNabb, a senior at Hiwassee Dam High School in Murphy, N.C. LAPRESSE
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high school volleyball player in North Carolina,

Payton McNabb, has urged state lawmakers to

pass a bill banning transgender athletes born male

from playing on female sports teams after she was
seriously injured during a game. McNabb told state
representatives that a transgender girl spiked a ball at her
face during a game in September, causing her to suffer a
concussion and neck injury.

Celebrities. Who is Julz Dunne? Get to know the stunning older
sister of LSU gymnastics sensation Olivia Dunne

More Sports. Kayla Simmons, volleyball star turned influencer,
steals the show in Paris with sultry snaps

"Due to the North Carolina High School Athletic Association policy allowing biological males to compete against biological
females, my life has forever been changed," McNabb said. She added that she still struggles with the effects of her injuries,
including impaired vision, partial paralysis on the right side of her body, unremitting headaches, anxiety, and depression.

https://www.marca.com/en/ncaa/2023/04/22/64435531e2704e470a8b45ed.html 1/6
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MUST WATCH: Speaking about
her experience for the first time,
Payton McNabb, a North Carolina
high school athlete at Hiwassee
Dam High School, shared her
experience competing against a
biological male in volleyball on the
opposing team & the injuries she
suffered as a result.
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Twitter
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"I'm here for every biological female athlete behind me. My little sister, my cousins, my teammates. Allowing biological
males to compete against biological females is dangerous. | may be the first to come before you with an injury, but if this
doesn't pass, | won't be the last," she added.

Former All-American Kentucky swimmer, Riley Gaines, also supported the legislation. "Watch the clip of Payton McNabb
getting spiked in the face by a male competing with the women. Then watch her testimony she gave today for the first time
publicly. I was honored to stand alongside her in NC to continue the fight to protect women's sports,’ she tweeted.

https://www.marca.com/en/ncaa/2023/04/22/64435531e2704e470a8b45ed.html
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NC prohibit transgender girls from joining female sports teams

On Wednesday, the Republican-controlled North Carolina House passed the Fairness in Women's Sports Act, which would
prohibit transgender girls from joining female sports teams in middle school, high school, and college. The veto-proof vote
was 73-39-with three Democrats voting in favor.

The bill now heads to the Senate, where a competing proposal could reach the floor as soon as Thursday. The Senate bill
would only create restrictions for middle and high school athletes.

"This bill is a bill to be inclusive, not to be exclusive," said GOP Rep. Kristin Baker, the bill's primary sponsor. "This bill is to
allow fair and particularly safe, physically safe, competition."

https://www.marca.com/en/ncaa/2023/04/22/64435531e2704e470a8b45ed.html
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Women in NC testifying with Payton
McNabb this week did it so no other female
athlete has to experience the life altering
injury that she did.

Thank you to the McNabb family,
@Riley_Gaines_, & Evie Edwards
(@DexterSaxapahaw) for standing up for
this generation & the next.
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Payton McNabb, a high school
volleyball player in North Carolina, was
struck in the face by a volleyball spiked
by a biological male claiming to be a
girl last fall.

The senior recently told lawmakers that

she is still suffering physical and mental
trauma from the situation.
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However, Democratic Rep. Vernetta Alston criticized the GOP for amplifying a few isolated incidents to blow the problem out
of proportion, saying injuries happen all the time in sports regardless of who's participating.

"It is a pretext for bigotry and part of a larger effort to ban transgender people from living their lives," Alston said during floor
debate, warning that the bill would further exclude a small and already vulnerable population. But Baker argued an injury like

https://www.marca.com/en/ncaa/2023/04/22/64435531e2704e470a8b45ed.html 4/6
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High school volleyball player, Payton
McNabb, who was injured competing
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‘No Chance of Winning': Four female athletes challenge high
school transgender policy

By Casey Harper | The Center Square
Sep 30, 2022

el L, c——

High-school athletes Selina Soule (left) and Alanna Smith (right), who compete within the Connecticut Interscholastic
Athletic Conference.

Credit: Alliance Defending Freedom

(The Center Square) — Four female athletes are locked in a legal battle over transgender athletes that
could set major precedent for the same fight playing out in schools around the country.

The four female athletes appealed to a federal court over a Connecticut policy allowing high school males
identifying as females to compete against girls. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit heard Soule
v. Connecticut Association of Schools this week, where the girls’ legal team argued the policy is unfair to
girls and hands female sports victories over to transgender athletes.

https://www.thecentersquare.com/national/article_eef6fe80-40d4-11ed-b716-ef3255a8ad7e.html 1/4
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Selina Soule, Alanna Smith, Chelsea Mitchell and Ashley Nicoletti are the four young women who saw
their high school athletic goals thwarted by transgender athletes. They argue the policy violates federal
Title IX law, whose “whole purpose was to ensure that girls had equal athletic opportunities to compete —

and win — in girls’ sports events.”

“Mitchell, for example, would have won the 2019 state championship in the women'’s 55-meter indoor
track competition, but because two males took first and second place, she was denied the gold medal,’
said Alliance Defending Freedom, the legal group representing the female athletes. “Soule, Smith, and

Nicoletti likewise were or have been denied medals and/or advancement opportunities.”

The debate has sparked controversy at the local, state and national level as athletes born biologically
male but who identify as female have joined women's sports and often dominated the competition.

Notably this year, trans athlete Lia Thomas, who was born a biological male, easily beat Olympic silver
medalists Emma Weyant and Erica Sullivan in the NCAA 500-yard freestyle championship in March, as
The Center Square previously reported.

That same dynamic has played out in Connecticut after the policy in question.

“‘As a result of the CIAC's policy, two males were permitted to compete in girls” athletic competitions
beginning in the 2017 track season,” ADF said. “Between them, they took 15 women'’s state championship
titles (titles held in 2016 by nine different Connecticut girls) and more than 85 opportunities to participate

in higher level competitions from female track athletes in the 2017, 2018, and 2019 seasons alone.”

https://www.thecentersquare.com/national/article_eef6fe80-40d4-11ed-b716-ef3255a8ad7e.html 2/4
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Supporters of the transgender policy argue those in opposition to the new policies are discriminating

against transgender athletes.

“Connecticut’s laws preventing discrimination against trans youth in school and sports are consistent
with federal law,” said Elana Bildner, ACLU Foundation of Connecticut senior staff attorney. “For years
now, Andraya and Terry have carried more on their shoulders, as two Black trans youth, than most adults
face in a lifetime. We hope the court will uphold the lower court’s decision so our clients may move
forward with their lives, and so all transgender students in Connecticut can rest assured that their rights,

humanity, and ability to be fully part of their school communities is not up for debate,

The girls also say the transgender athlete’s successes take away college scholarship opportunities.

“Girls deserve the same opportunity as boys to excel in athletics. Allowing boys to compete in girls’
sports, as we see happening in Connecticut and elsewhere, deprives girls of the opportunity to be
champions, showcase their talents, and potentially earn college scholarships,” said ADF Senior Counsel
Christiana Kiefer. "All female athletes deserve to compete on a fair playing field, and we are urging the
court to ensure respect for their right to equal treatment and opportunity in sports.”

The four female athletes also testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee in Washington, D.C. in

March of last year.

“When | was a freshman in high school everything changed,” Smith said in her testimony. “I knew I'd be
racing against a male who identified as a female at the State Open. | knew | had no chance of winning
despite the hours of training and knowing my personal bests in each event. | was defeated before
stepping onto the track. | knew it wasn't fair to me or to any of the other girls competing at the State

Open. | knew | had biologically-advantaged competition running against me.”

https://www.thecentersquare.com/national/article_eef6fe80-40d4-11ed-b716-ef3255a8ad7e.html 3/4
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“I'also was knocked on my ass by a hard hit spike in volleyball, but it took a 6 foot 4 inch Olympic contender to accomplish it, and we were playing with a
volleyball net set at men’s height,” says Banzhaf, who notes that the official height of the net in female volleyball competition is a full 7 and 1/2 inches lower (and
therefore much easier to hit over) than it is for males [7 feet, 11+ 5/8 inches for boys and 7 feet, 4+ 1/8 inches for girls].

That's why in coed volleyball, the net must be set at the higher men’s height - to protect women against the harder hitting spikes taller and more muscular males
players can deliver, especially on a very low net.

At age 16, boys are also typically more than 4 inches taller than girls; in addition to their additional upper-body strength, longer arms, and stronger leg muscles
which enable them to leap higher when spiking the ball.

If I could play with a 7-inch lower net as the women do, even | could hit a hard spike, quipped Banzhaf, who reminds us that volleyball is generally not considered
to be a contact sport.

The risk of a concussion or similar serious injury to a female athlete forced to compete with a biological male is obviously much greater in contact sports where
muscular strength is even more important, such as football, boxing, hockey, and wrestling, argues Banzhaf.

So how unfair is it to prevent M2F students from playing on the women'’s team, rather than on the men'’s team?

At his George Washington University, like many other colleges and universities, there is a women'’s varsity volleyball team but no corresponding men’s varsity
volleyball team.

Male students who may have played and even excelled in high school volleyball, and spent countless hours in conditioning and practice, cannot continue their
athletic careers in volleyball, simply because of their gender.

Thus there is a strong incentive for males who want to play varsity volleyball - as well as to be eligible for substantial monetary scholarships - to be able to play
as a M2F female if it's permitted, suggests the law professor.

Moreover, he suggests, keeping M2F players off the varsity women’s team will adversely affect only a very few players at most, since only about 1% of all students
are transgender, whereas the policy limiting varsity volleyball play to those without a penis disadvantages many young males who played volleyball in high school
or with leagues before coming to college.

In short, requiring biological males to play volleyball on the men’s team if they wish to