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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT    

FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH 

 

SOUTHERN UTAH DRAG STARS, LLC, 

and MITSKI AVALOX, 

 

   Plaintiffs, 

 

    vs. 

 

CITY OF ST. GEORGE, CITY COUNCIL OF 

ST. GEORGE, COUNCILMEMBER JIMMIE 

HUGHES, COUNCILMEMBER DANIELLE 

LARKIN, COUNCILMEMBER NATALIE 

LARSEN, COUNCILMEMBER GREGG 

MCARTHUR, COUNCILMEMBER 

MICHELLE TANNER, MAYOR MICHELE 

RANDALL, and CITY MANAGER JOHN 

WILLIS, 

 

   Defendants. 
 

 

DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSES TO THE 

COURT’S QUESTIONS IN DOCKET #61  

 

 

 

Civil No. 4:23CV44 

 

Honorable David Nuffer 

 

 

 Pursuant to the Court’s Order in Docket #61, Defendants submit the following responses 

to the Court’s questions. 
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1. The answer to question 1 on page 2 identifies documents as follows: 

Council agenda packet: July 14, 2022 (Exhibit 1 attached) 

Council agenda packet March 9, 2023 (Exhibit 2 attached) 

a. It appears that the document attached as Exhibit 1 is not a Council agenda 

packet but a PowerPoint presentation. Is this correct? 

Both of the referenced exhibits were part of the agenda “packet” that goes to the Council for the 

discussion items listed on the agenda.  The “packets” contain all of the staff reports, PowerPoint 

presentations, contracts, or other materials, for those items that are listed on the agenda for 

discussion. The PowerPoint presentation, copy of the ordinance and insurance level information 

contained in Exhibit 1 were the packet materials for the agenda item “1. Discussion regarding the 

process for special events and potential tiers for insurance certificates” on July 14, 2022.   

The full agenda packet for the July 14, 2022 can be found here. 

b. Similarly, the document attached as Exhibit 2 is not a Council agenda packet 

but a City of St. George Sponsorship Form. Is this correct? 

Exhibit 2,  which was a draft application form, was the document contained in the agenda packet 

for the March 9, 2023 agenda item “6. Discussion regarding the criteria for City “sponsorship”.”  

The full packet for all of the agenda items on March 9, 2023 can be found here. 

2. The answer to Question 2 on page 3 states “A complaint was received by City staff 

via an email from Councilmember Tanner on March 17, 2023 in which she reported 

hearing a complaint from a "concerned local mental health therapist" who had seen 

advertising. See Exhibit 1.” 
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a. If the complaint from a "concerned local mental health therapist" was in 

writing, please provide it and any response from Councilmember Tanner to 

the therapist. 

The complaint was in the form of a text message from Lisa Dorn, an Adjunct Professor at Dixie 

State University and Certified Clinical Trauma Therapist, to Councilmember Tanner on March 

17 at 1:53 p.m.  It states: 

 

At 4:27 p.m. on March 17th, 2023, Ms. Dorn also sent a text with a screenshot of an 

advertisement for Plaintiffs’ event: 
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These texts are attached as Exhibit 1.   

b. Please provide more specific direction to the document referenced by "See 

Exhibit 1." 

With apologies to the Court, the reference to Exhibit 1 was mis-referenced and the relevant email 

was erroneously left out of the submission to the Court.  The relevant email from Councilmember 

Tanner with attachments is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.1  4his is also the document referenced in the 

Willis Declaration (Exhibit 3) as “Exhibit 1”. 

3. The Willis Declaration docket no. 60-3 on page 2 states: 5. I received an email from 

Councilmember Michelle Tanner on March 17, 2023, stating, “I have had a 

concerned mental health therapist contact me regarding a drag performance in 

Vernon Worthen Park in April (sounds like Southern Utah Drag Stars may have 

started advertising before receiving a permit which I believe violates our 

ordinance).”  That paragraph cites to Defendant’s Response to Court Questions in 

 
1 The attorney-client protected provisions have been redacted. 
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Docket #56, Exhibit 1 but Exhibit 1 to docket no. 60 Defendants’ Responses to the 

Court’s Questions in Docket #56 appears to be a powerpoint presentation. 

a. If the reference and attachment are correct, please explain. 

b. If the reference and attachment or our understanding are incorrect, please 

provide correction. 

c. Please provide the entire quoted email from Councilmember Michelle 

Tanner on March 17, 2023 and any subsequent replies between Willis and 

Tanner in that email thread. 

As indicated in the answer to Question #2 and again with apologies to the Court, the document is 

attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

4. Please explain Paragraph 5. b. of the Affidavit of Tawnee Greywolf.  That 

paragraph states that “JC Snow Park is reserved on June 30. 2023 . . . from 11:00 

a.m. to noon.” Specify how this brief event is “a significant conflict” for Plaintiffs’ 

event which has set up starting at noon with public opening at 5:00 p.m.? 

The event listed in Tawnee Greywolf’s Affidavit poses a significant conflict because of the scope 

of Plaintiffs’ proposed event.  The Artie Bus (which is a City mobile arts and crafts event for 

children) will occupy both the east and west pavilions between 11:00 a.m. and noon, and generally an 

additional thirty minutes is needed after the event for clean-up.2  Many of the children and their 

parents remain in the park after the event and parking is very limited. Id. Plaintiffs have estimated 

that 500 people will attend and/or participate in their event.  See Application, DSTARS 45, 

Exhibit 4.  They have stated that there will be “10x10 booths that will have canopies.”  See Id., 

 
2 Affidavit of Peyton Smith, Exh. 3. 
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DSTARS 46-47.  There will also be a stage, music, a PA/Audio system, and barricades.  See Id.  

Vendors selling food at Plaintiffs’ event.  See Id.  In fact, Plaintiffs identified 10 vendors in their 

application, offering products and services ranging from food to stickers and T-shirts.  See Id., 

DSTARS 49.  All of these items will have to be assembled before the event begins at 5 p.m.  In 

fact, Plaintiffs’ application expressly states that set-up would have to occur during the 11 am-12 

time frame for the Artie Bus event, stating, “Set-up will begin at 10 am and will go on until 3 

pm.”  DSTARS 47 (emphasis added).  With the limited parking and the overlap in Plaintiffs’ 

requested set up times and the Artie Bus event, the City believes this constitutes a significant 

conflict with the party who has reserved JC Snow Park.   

 DATED this 14th day of June, 2023. 

 

SNOW CHRISTENSEN & MARTINEAU 

 

/s/ Scott Young    

Scott Young 

Attorneys for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that on June 15, 2023, I caused a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSES TO THE COURT’S QUESTIONS IN DOCKET 

#61 to be served upon all counsel of record: 

  

 

 

 

 

    /s/       Aliza Murad  
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Michelle Tanner <michelle.tanner@sgcity.org> Fri, Mar 17, 2023 at 2:59 PM 
To: Tani Downing <tani.downing@sgcity.org>, Ryan Dooley <ryan.dooley@sgcity.org>, Jami Brackin 
<jami.brackin@sgcity.org>, John Willis <john.willis@sgcity.org>, Michele Randall 
<michele.randall@sgcity.org> 

Good afternoon legal team, 
 
I have been receiving more complaints this week from residents regarding adult entertainment being 
performed in front of children, as well as in areas not zoned for adult entertainment performances. I 
have had an concerned local mental health therapist contact me regarding a drag performance in 
Vernon Worthen Park in April (sounds like Southern Utah Drag Stars may have started advertising 
before receiving a permit which I believe violates our ordinance). Southern Utah Drag Stars has also 
performed adult entertainment at times advertised for all ages and at times advertised as 18+ at Cafe 
Elevato. Is Cafe Elevato zoned for this type of entertainment and would they require permits to do so? 
 
Thanks for the clarification. 
 
Michelle Tanner  

 

 
Tani Downing <tani.downing@sgcity.org> Fri, Mar 17, 2023 at 3:52 PM 
To: Michelle Tanner <michelle.tanner@sgcity.org> 
Cc: Ryan Dooley <ryan.dooley@sgcity.org>, Jami Brackin <jami.brackin@sgcity.org>, John Willis 
<john.willis@sgcity.org>, Michele Randall <michele.randall@sgcity.org> 

Michelle 
Let us look into this and get back with you. 
 
Tani 

 

. . . 
 
 
Michelle Tanner <michelle.tanner@sgcity.org> Fri, Mar 17, 2023 at 4:47 PM 
To: Tani Downing <tani.downing@sgcity.org> 
Cc: Ryan Dooley <ryan.dooley@sgcity.org>, Jami Brackin <jami.brackin@sgcity.org>, John Willis 
<john.willis@sgcity.org>, Michele Randall <michele.randall@sgcity.org> 

The one exchanging $$ looks like it says was done at the Hotel Hilton event and the others are 
advertised at Cafe Elevato. Also, I did verify that Southern Utah Drag Stars has violated our 
ordinance by prematurely advertising. I believe this is also grounds for not issuing their permit. See 
attached.  
[Quoted text hidden] 
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DSTARS000045
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