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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact: Sandy Furnell, Director of Communications & Public Relations             

864.631.0158 or 864.420.7292 (cell) 

sfurnell@miraclehill.org 

 
 

Miracle Hill Ministries Strengthens Christian Identity by Opening Foster Program to 

Catholic Foster Parents 
 
GREENVILLE, SC (July 5, 2019)  In order to strengthen its mission of providing comprehensive care in the 

name of Jesus Christ and for the sake of unity among followers of Jesus Christ, the Board and CEO of Miracle 

Hill Ministries have clarified the non-  identity as an evangelical, Christian, Gospel-infused mercy 

ministry, and have opened the door for Catholics  doctrinal statement in belief and 

practice to serve as foster parents and employees. 

 

mischaracterized in the media as a dispute between followers of Christ  instead of the right to exist as a 

Christian organization providing invaluable services to our community

Our calling as an organization is not primarily to evaluate and emphasize differences between various 

branches of Christianity or between denominations within Protestantism.  Rather, 

identity is first and foremost that of brothers and sisters in Christ working together to minister to the needy in 

Christ  

 

In January 2019, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services clarified that in South Carolina faith-

based child welfare organizations may partner with those who share their religious beliefs while caring for 

children placed by the South Carolina Department of Social Services, a ruling that protected Miracle Hill Foster 

applauded the decision saying This organization 

should not be forced to discontinue these life-affirming services because they desire to serve children 

 

 

While this religious freedom victory protected all faith-based organizations in South Carolina, a subsequent 

lawsuit filed by Aimee Madonna gave the impression that Miracle Hill was in a dispute with other followers of 

we advocate to protect the rights of Protestant and other religious organizations to 

work with those who share their faith, we recognize our previous stance has wounded other followers of 

Jesus Christ ians who share our beliefs simplifies our 

affiliation process while protecting core values and the right thing to do.  

 

 

 

Miracle Hill Ministries defines itself as an evangelical, Gospel-infused mercy ministry. Christians who 

share a commitment to the Gospel and embrace our doctrinal statement in belief and practice are 

valued ministry partners in employment and fostering

and broad in our donor/volunteer base while standing firm on our core beliefs.  Miracle Hill wants to 

be known for what it stands for  our allegiance to Jesus Christ, His Good News, and serving those in 

Miracle Hill Ministries is Protestant in doctrine, teaching, and leadership, but 

by broadening its policy surrounding employment and fostering, the organization expands its ability to 

serve the needy and vulnerab  to heal wounds within the Christian community.  

--more-- 
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For more than 80 years, Miracle Hill has worked collaboratively with both religious and secular community 

partners to meet the needs of those experiencing homelessness in Upstate South Carolina. Miracle Hill serves 

everyone who comes seeking help, regardless of their faith or no faith at all. Embracing Christianity is not a 

requirement for receiving services.   

 

About Miracle Hill Ministries 

Miracle Hill Ministries is the Upst

and adults.  

residential addiction recovery, transitional housing, shelters for children, and foster care.  eight 

thrift stores provide employment opportunities for the community as well as former Miracle Hill guests. 

Miracle Hill has been awarded the Certificate of Excellence as a Certified Mission by City Gate Network, a 

distinction given to fewer than 30 missions nationwide. 

group homes for children have been accredited by CARF International. For more information about Miracle 

Hill, please visit www.MiracleHill.org or call 864.268.4357.   Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  

 

 

 
### 
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NEWS

Miracle Hill changes foster care policy,
will recruit Catholic, Orthodox Christian
parents

Published 11:11 a.m. ET July 11, 2019 Updated 11:46 a.m. ET July 11, 2019

Miracle Hill Ministries, an evangelical Protestant foster care provider, has changed its policy

and will now work with prospective foster families from other Christian denominations.

Miracle Hill will now work with families of Catholic or Orthodox faith who agree with the

agency's doctrinal statement, its president and CEO said this week.

Miracle Hill has been the subject of two lawsuits challenging a religious exemption that

South Carolina received from the federal Department of Health and Human Services that let

the agency operate a foster care program that works only with evangelical Christians. The

suits name the administrations of Gov. Henry McMaster and President Donald Trump as

defendants, but not Miracle Hill itself.

The suits, and the decision, put Miracle Hill at the center of a larger battle over religious

freedom in America.

One of those lawsuits was brought by a Catholic mother who said she was turned away from

volunteering as a mentor because of her Catholic faith.

The policy change to now recruit Catholic families as foster parents had been discussed by

the group’s board of trustees last fall before the lawsuit was filed, but the decision was made

in May, said Reid Lehman, Miracle Hill’s president and CEO.

The change applies to all volunteers in a position of spiritual influence as well as to

employees throughout the organization, not just in its foster program, Lehman said. Miracle

Hill didn’t want to be drawn into a “label fight against other branches of Christianity,” he

said.

Nathaniel Cary

The Greenville News
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Lehman said Miracle Hill was "grieved" that the foster care program's religious freedom

stance has been viewed as a "dispute between followers of Christ" rather than the right to

exist as a principled Christian organization. The organization's mission isn't to emphasize

differences between denominations, but to work with Christians to minister to the needy.  

In February, Americans United for Separation of Church and State filed a lawsuit on behalf

of Aimee Maddonna, a Catholic mother of three who applied to mentor foster children

through Miracle Hill. She was turned away when she said she attended Our Lady of the

Rosary Catholic Church in Greenville.

That lawsuit has been going through pretrial motions and a hearing has not yet been

scheduled.

Lehman said he believes the policy change negates Maddonna’s grounds for the lawsuit,

though a judge could still decide to hear it.

In an interview Thursday, Maddonna said the policy change doesn't rethe grounds for her

lawsuit because Miracle Hill's doctrinal statement hasn't changed and she still couldn't sign

it. 

She said Miracle Hill's doctrinal statement is still Protestant. It lists belief in Scripture alone

as the Word of God and salvation by grace through faith alone, two inherently Protestant

doctrines, she said.

“If I agreed, I’d be lying as would any Catholic that I know," Maddonna said. 

She also disagrees with Miracle Hill's stance that it would only work with heterosexual

married couples. 

The Diocese of Charleston said it supports the policy change. Miracle Hill met with Catholic

priests in Greenville this spring and Lehman said their response was “very thoughtful and

very kind.”

“The Diocese of Charleston welcomes this change to policy as we continue to unite as

Christians in service of the poorest and most vulnerable among us,” said Maria Aselage,

spokeswoman for the Diocese of Charleston. “The doctrinal statement of Miracle Hill is

consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church and was affirmed by a diocesan

theologian several months ago.”

Richard B. Katskee, legal director of Americans United for Separation of Church and State,

said the ne polic still ouldn’t end state sponsored state funded discrimination and
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would require prospective parents and volunteers to sign Miracle Hill's doctrinal statement.

“Our lawsuit – which is against the state and federal governments, not against Miracle Hill –

is about the constitutional violations of licensing taxpayer-funded agencies to deny services

based on religious beliefs,” Katskee said. “Those violations remain with or without the

supposed new policy.”

WATCHDOG JOURNALISM 

Our investigative reporters devote hours, days and months for stories of interest to

the public. Local stories such as this require resources. Please help by becoming a

subscriber.

Maddonna said her lawsuit is for more than just her personal Catholic beliefs, but for those

of other faiths who also couldn't agree with Miracle Hill's doctrinal statement. 

Miracle Hill defines itself as an evangelical, Gospel-infused mercy ministry that remains

Protestant in its teaching.

“God’s call on us is to be broad in our outreach and broad in our donor/volunteer base while

standing firm on our core beliefs,” according to a statement provided to The Greenville News

that defines the group’s spiritual identity.

Those core principles include belief that marriage is between one man and one woman and

that God creates people as male or female.  

Anyone who volunteers or works for Miracle Hill must agree with those principles, regardless

of Christian denomination, Lehman said. But Miracle Hill will serve anyone whether they

agree with the group's doctrinal statement or not, he said.

He said he’s been “dismayed” by media portrayals of the organization as fostering

discrimination or hate or that they’re trying to stop people from serving.

“We’re aware that it may be offensive that we have such a strong belief in God, but that’s the

only response we want to be out there,” he said. “We don’t want to be the spokesperson for

standing against any other religion or group of individuals. We simply want to hold true to

what we believe and to continue to serve people as best we can possibly serve them.

“We’ve always accepted unconditionally everyone that we serve – drug addicts, homeless

people, people with AIDS, people with different sexual identities. We’ve always been

uncritically accepting and loving with the goal of helping them become their best self.”
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Religious shifts in core beliefs align Protestants and Catholics
under same umbrella

Miracle Hill’s decision continues a pattern in recent years that has brought Protestants and

Catholics together to fight what they perceive as a threat to religious freedom in America.

In 2014, the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops joined evangelical Christians to defend Hobby

Lobby’s successful Supreme Court case against the Obama administration over the

Affordable Care Act’s requirement to cover so-called abortion-inducing contraceptives.

In 2018, The UCCB lent support to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in favor of Jack

Phillips, owner of Masterpiece Bakeshop in Colorado, a devout Christian who refused to bake

a cake for a same-sex couple.

In South Carolina, after Maddonna filed her lawsuit, the Diocese of Charleston, which covers

all of South Carolina, supported Miracle Hill.

The diocese said freedom of religion recognized and guaranteed by the Constitution is not

just the freedom to worship, but extends to “every sphere of teaching, service, and public

witness required to live according to one’s faith.

“No religious group should be forced to alter their beliefs in order to exercise their legitimate

freedoms in the public square," the diocese’s statement said, while noting theological

differences between the Diocese and Miracle Hill’s Protestant beliefs.  

Miracle Hill’s alignment with other branches of Christianity was made to position itself for

“greater hostility that we expect to come towards followers of Christ,” Lehman said.

Where there was once a clear demarcation between Protestants and Catholics, now, some

Protestants would disagree strongly with Miracle Hill’s doctrinal statement and many

Catholics would agree with it, he said.

The national limelight cast on Miracle Hill’s positions on gender and sexuality have been

polarizing. Lehman said they’ve lost some long-time supporters, but also gained others

drawn by the organization’s stance.

He said he has explained the change to pastors of various conservative Protestant churches

that support Miracle Hill to explain the change.

“I think sort of the mainline denominational people probably would be saying ‘what took you

so long?’” he said.
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A larger religious freedom fight looms

When McMaster asked the Trump administration for a religious freedom waiver for South

Carolina foster placement agencies, Lehman said Miracle Hill knew lawsuits would soon

follow.

He just wasn’t expecting the first lawsuit would come from a Catholic.

“The Catholic lawsuit was just not the one we wanted to start with because we don’t want to

be known for being against Catholics or any other group of Christ-followers,” he said.

Couple's lawsuit:Greenville couple sues Trump administration and SC governor over

foster-care practice

They were expecting what Lehman called a “far more important” lawsuit like the second one

filed in May by Eden Rogers, 33, and Brandy Welch, 40, a married Greenville lesbian couple

who said their application to foster through Miracle Hill was rejected based on their religion

and their sexual orientation. They are members of Greenville Unitarian Universalist Church.

The Greenville News has reached out to attorneys representing the couple. 

That lawsuit also seeks to revoke the Trump and McMaster administration’s religious

freedom waiver.

Miracle Hill’s long-term goal is to be able to support its foster program without any

government assistance, but right now it costs about $7,000 per family per year to provide

care coordinators and support for foster families, Lehman said. The organization receives

about $600,000 a year from the state.

But, he said, the money isn’t the real issue.

“We’re concerned about the broader issue of being able to even exist with our religious

beliefs because there’s a broader threat that organizations, even if they don’t take

government funding, should they be allowed to operate according to their religious beliefs?”

said Sandra Furnell, Miracle Hill’s spokeswoman.

That too, is an emotional issue. Religious organizations want to be able to practice their

religion in the public square as they have for centuries while maintaining their beliefs

opposed to same-sex marriage and gender fluidity, but many now see that as discrimination.
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When the Equality Act, which would add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of

protected classes, was debated and passed in the House in May, Miracle Hill was a topic.

Though it’s unlikely to become law, if it did it would have a dramatic effect on religious

groups that operate in public and currently discriminate based on sexual orientation or

gender identity.

“I do think that if organizations that have religious values, Christian or Jewish or Muslim or

whatever, if they’re not allowed to serve in the public square, that’s a really scary day for

religious liberty and it will result in many less services being delivered to those in need,”

Lehman said.

That would shrink the pool of available foster care providers and homes at a time when

South Carolina’s foster care system is in crisis, needing about 1,500 more foster homes, he

said.

Though it is the largest with 230 families, Miracle Hill isn’t the only foster care provider in

the Upstate, Lehman said. Anyone who wants to become a foster parent can by working with

multiple other agencies that don’t have a religious policy or by working directly with the state

Department of Social Services, he said.

“And if other groups want to step up and start foster care programs to help end the crisis, we

would applaud that,” Furnell said.
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