
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION 

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
V. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secreta1y for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Depaiiment of Education, 

Defendants. 

I, Elizabeth Hunter, declare: 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil Action No. 

DECLARATION OF 
ELIZABETH HUNTER 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this 
declaration and would testify trnthfully to them if called upon to do so. 

2. I lived in foster care lllltil the age of 10 and smvived a sexual assault dming this time. 

3. I was then placed with a family and grew up in Texas as pait of a fundamentalist 
Christian cult most well-known for the Duggar family. 

4. I am cmTently a resident of Greenville, South Cai·olina, located in Greenville County. 

5. My parents did not want me to attend college because I run a woman. However, I applied 
to college without my pai·ents knowing. 

6. I applied to Bob Jones University, a conservative Christian college known for its recent 
racist policies, mishandling of sexual abuse claims and ongoing ultraorthodox social 
policies, because it was one of the few colleges that I thought I could attend without 
being disowned by my pai·ents. 

7. In August of 2015, I started my freshman yeai-Bob Jones University in Greenville, South 
Carolina. 

8. Bob Jones University's student handbook outlines rnles of behavior for students. This 
handbook contains several sections dealing with "pmity" or sexual conduct in general. 

9. The "purity" section towards the beginning of the handbook sets the tone for the school's 
policies towai·ds sexual conduct. The section states that purity means "honoring God's 
design for sex, celebrating and practicing it only within the maniage relationship between 
one man and one woman for a lifetime." 
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10. Bob Jones University also has strict internet, social media, and entertainment policies,
which includes a description of a “content filtering system to restrict biblically offensive
material on the internet” that the students at the school are not allowed to bypass.  The
social media policy also includes the wording that students’ social media content should
“be biblical and avoid promoting a lifestyle contrary to the principles taught in scripture
or at the university”.

11. The handbook has an official “position on human sexuality” stating that the “New
Testament exhorts believers to strive to live morally pure and sexually undefiled lives
even in the midst of an immoral and sexually permissive culture”.

12. Included in this handbook is: “Consistent with our commitment to God’s design for
gender identity, the public advocacy for or act of altering one’s biological sex through
medical transition or transgender expression is prohibited.  Any same-sex dating or
advocacy for such is also prohibited. BJU’s perspective also applies to but is not limited
to- the use of bathrooms, locker rooms, student housing, attire polices and participating in
sex-specific university groups, clubs and organizations.”

13. Appendix B in the student handbook further reiterates the school’s position on “Marriage
and Human Sexuality”.  It begins by stating that “Bob Jones University believes marriage
is an institution ordained by God and prescribed by the Scripture to be a monogamous
relationship between a man and woman physically created in these respective genders by
God.  We believe God intended heterosexual marriage to be an enduring covenanted
relationship established before Himself and man to propagate the human race, lovingly
express healthy relational and sexual intimacy, and picture the covenant relationship He
has with all genuine believers.”

14. Appendix B also states in its “Context for Human Sexuality” that “the Bible restricts all
forms of consensual sexual activity to within the boundaries of the marriage
relationship…The Bible clearly prohibits not only non-consensual sexual conduct but
also any consensual sexual activity outside the boundaries of heterosexual
marriage…Furthermore the Bible specifically names as sinful and prohibits any form of
sexual activity between persons of the same sex…polygamy…bestiality…adultery…and
fornication of any sort including pornography.”

15. Appendix B also has a “Statement on Gender Identity” in which the handbook states
“God created man and woman in his image as two distinct but equal genders which he
intends to use for his glory…Furthermore, individual gender is assigned by God and
determined at conception…Therefore we believe that to intentionally alter or change
one’s physical gender or to live as a gender other than the one assigned at conceptions is
to reject God’s right as Creator to assign gender to his creatures and is a personal
rejection of His plan to glorify Himself through the original gender He assigned that
individual.”

16. As someone figuring out their sexuality while at college, Bob Jones University’s policies
on sexuality and marriage created a scary, harsh environment for me.
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17. I am now fully out as a lesbian woman but I was not able to be fully out at Bob Jones
University.

18. I initially started coming out to some friends my junior year at Bob Jones University but I
knew that it was not safe to come out to BJU faculty or staff or to be out on campus.

19. However, I began posting about some LGBTQ+ issues and themes on social media
during this time.

20. In one of my social media posts, I reviewed a book with a lesbian main character and
mentioned on Twitter that I was writing a book with a lesbian relationship.

21. After school leadership discovered my online activity, I was questioned about my
sexuality and subsequently disciplined.

22. During a three hour meeting with a BJU administrator, where I was summoned without
advance notice, I was told by school leadership that I “must be gay” for reading and
writing these materials.

23. They had printed out all of my Tweets and went through them one by one. They tried to
get me to admit that I was a homosexual.

24. I was scared. I didn’t know what to do.

25. I knew I was gay but I also knew that I could not fully admit it to them or I would be
expelled. So, I told the administrator that I “was not straight” but that I was probably
asexual, like the Apostle Paul.

26. I also told them adamantly that I had not been sexually active with women or men and
therefore had not broken any specific rules.

27. I was asked to disavow my support for LGBTQ+ rights and relationships. I refused. It
would have been like disavowing myself.

28. As a result, BJU put me on disciplinary probation.

29. I was also immediately terminated from my on-campus student life position in the
school’s media department, a position I treasured.

30. BJU also forced me to attend mandatory counseling with the Dean of Women.

31. I was also required to pay a monetary fine to BJU for my code of conduct violation.

32. This was the darkest month of my entire life. I felt depressed and suicidal.

33. For the rest of my time at BJU, I was forced completely back into the closet and had to
hold my head down in shame.
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34. I felt like I was being watched and monitored. When I told a friend about my disciplinary
meeting, the administration got word of that and angrily told me that I was not allowed to
discuss the disciplinary meeting with anyone.

35. My entire education experience was forever tainted by the shaming I endured at BJU. I
survived and graduated in May of 2019. But I still feel the sting of the discrimination I
endured.

36. The policy towards LGBTQ+ students at Bob Jones University is harsh and incredibly
frustrating.  It creates extreme shame and confusion by lumping all sexual behavior
outside of heterosexual marriage, including homosexuality, adultery and bestiality, into
the same category.

37. The campus culture at BJU is toxic for LGBTQ+ people. Homophobia among the student
body, faculty and administration is rampant. LGBTQ+ students have to hide who we are
and will suffer grave consequences if we come out and stand up for ourselves.

38. We have no one at BJU to advocate for our safety or our rights. We are alone.

39. Moreover, BJU cannot be trusted to monitor its compliance with Title IX on its own. A
two-year investigation into BJU’s handling of reports of sexual abuse culminated in the
issuance of the GRACE Report in December 2014. GRACE spoke with about 40
survivors, finding that students who reported abuse were blamed for bringing it on
themselves and that proper authorities had not been notified.

40. The GRACE Report specifically called out the culpability of one of BJU’s senior
administrators and recommended that he not be allowed to speak or consult on any issue
relating to counselling on or off-campus. Nevertheless, BJU allowed this man to speak at
two recent Mental Health themed services in 2019/2020.

41. Additionally, during my junior or senior year, while in a public relations class, another
student asked the Provost of academic programs, who was also on the Board of BJU,
about the Bob Jones v. United States case decided by the United States Supreme Court in
1983 concerning BJU’s policies against interracial dating at the time.

42. This student asked the Provost how BJU could justify their anti-LGBTQ policies now,
given that they lost the interracial dating case. The Provost replied that BJU would not be
able to defend their anti-LGBTQ policies now because BJU had justified its racist
policies based on the Bible but they eventually had to admit that they were wrong about
interracial dating and that their beliefs changed.

43. I only recently came out to my family as lesbian. I waited until I was financially secure
because I feared that they would shun me.

44. I am participating in this lawsuit because I am hopeful that things will change.

45. Experiencing hate and discrimination should not be a part of attending college.
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46. I am a federal income taxpayer in the United States. I will also be required to repay 
student loans from the U.S. Department of Education that I took out to study at Bob Jones 
University. 

47. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 
and correct, and that this declaration was executed this __ day of March, 2021. 

Ehza eth Hunter 
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I, VBP, declare: 

) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am a resident of Waco, Texas, located in McClennan County.

3. I grew up in Shreveport, Louisiana and graduated from a public high school in 2019.

4. I began attending Baylor University in Waco, Texas in August 2019.

5. I am a pre-law student. I expect to graduate in May 2023 with a degree in Political
Science and International Studies.

6. I am a Sophomore Senator under the Legislative Branch of Baylor Student Government.

7. I am also president of College Democrats of Baylor.

8. I received a Presidential Gold scholarship to attend Baylor.

9. Baylor has multiple statements listed in its website when it comes to marriage and
sexuality.

10. The school has an official policy on sexual conduct. This policy states "Baylor will be
guided by the biblical understanding that human sexuality is a gift from God and that
physical sexual intimacy is to be expressed in the context of marital fidelity. Thus, it is
expected that Baylor students, faculty, and staff will engage in behaviors consistent with
this understanding of human sexuality."

11. Baylor's official Statement on Human Sexuality states "Baylor University welcomes all
students into a safe and supportive environment in which to discuss and learn about a
variety of issues, including those of human sexuality. The University affirms the biblical

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

Defendants. 

) 

Civil Action No. 

DECLARATION OF VBP
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understanding of sexuality as a gift from God. Christian churches across the ages and 
around the world have affirmed purity in singleness and fidelity in marriage between a 
man and a woman as the biblical norm. Temptations to deviate from this norm include 
both heterosexual sex outside of marriage and homosexual behavior. It is expected that 
Baylor students will not participate in advocacy groups which promote understandings of 
sexuality that are contrary to biblical teaching." 

12. This statement makes me feel like I don't belong at Baylor. 

13. Baylor does not practice what it preaches about diversity, inclusion, love and support 
because Baylor does not take actions to make us feel safe and supported. Words are not 
enough and ring hallow without action. 

14. Baylor's official statement on Human Sexuality then directs students "struggling" with 
these issues to go to some form of counselling at one of the on-campus counselling 
centers. 

15. Baylor says that it does not condone conversion therapy but this statement sounds like the 
promotion of conversion therapy by another name. 

16. Baylor University also has a statement of "Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion" 
which states "we seek to embody Christ's teachings oflove and inclusivity across 
boundaries of racial, ethnic, gender, socio-economic, religious, and other expressions of 
human difference. Because, at Baylor, 'Love thy neighbor' are not just words ... they are 
a way of life." 

1 7. In practice, Baylor does not live up to this commitment. 

18. This "way of life" seems to be a value of the school, except when it is not, such as when 
Baylor expressly allows for discrimination, as stated in Baylor's Civil Rights policy, "As 
a religiously controlled institution of higher education, Baylor is exempt from compliance 
with select provisions of certain civil rights laws, and Baylor is also exempt from 
prohibitions of discrimination based on religion. As such, the University prescribes 
standards of personal conduct which are consistent with its religious mission and values". 

19. This statement tells me that Baylor cares more about its right to discriminate against 
queer and other students than it does about the health and safety of its queer and other 
students. 

20. This policy of discrimination makes me feel unsafe and unprotected by the law. 

21. Baylor is unlikely to discipline queer students merely for being queer. However, Baylor's 
policy forbidding "homosexual behavior" and its other statements condemning queer 
identities and relationships, makes me feel like I could never show affection to a queer 
partner and that I would be at risk of discipline and ridicule if I were to hold their hand or 
give them a kiss in public. 

22. I am a queer woman. 
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23. I initially attended Baylor as I considered it a safe school. It was close to home without 
being too close. Baylor could get me where I wanted to go in life and would put me on 
the career path that I wanted. 

24. However, I have dealt with discrimination by my peers at Baylor since I came out. The 
school makes little effort to do anything about it. 

25. The school's common response to my reporting hate on campus is that I should go to 
counselling. As a result, I stopped reporting incidents. 

26. The incidents of harassment and discrimination against me include: (1) cruel, 
homophobic Instagram comments, including "#f**runner 
#notinmygoodbaptistuniversity"; (2) someone left a Bible at my dorm door, that was 
annotated and highlighted all of the Scriptures that they claimed were against 
homosexuality; it also contained a handwritten note that said "I'm praying for you," (3) 
I've had sticky notes left on my door that use the f** slur, which I reported to Baylor, but 
nothing was done about it. 

27. Baylor has also defended a professor who sent a transphobic tweet that caused a lot of 
concern among queer students at Baylor. This felt like another betrayal of Baylor's 
purported values. 

28. I am participating in this lawsuit because I want Baylor to realize what it is doing it 
wrong and harmful. There is no excuse for ostracizing, discriminating against, and 
hurting their students. 

29. I am not using my name in this declaration for fear that I will be subject to harassment, 
discrimination and academic harm from Baylor professors, administrators and other 
students. 

30. Pursuant to28 U.S.C. §1746, I dccbr~ under penalty of perjury that tl1c foregoing is true 
and correct, and that this declaration was executed this 27th day of February, 2021. 

By: W"P 
-
VBP 
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I, Alex Duron, declare: 

) 
) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am currently a resident of Fresno, California.

3. I am originally from El Paso, Texas.

4. I grew up in a Latinx, Catholic family and remain Catholic myself.

5. I am bilingual in Spanish and English.

6. I am the only member of my family who graduated from high school and went to college.

7. I am also a gay man. I came out around the age of 25. I am now 39.

8. My pa1iner and I have been together for nearly four years. We have been engaged since
January of 2020.

9. I received an Associate Degree of Nursing from San Antonio College.

10. I received a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree in 2015 from the University of
Texas, Arlington.

11. I worked as an ICU nurse in San Antonio, Texas for about six and a half years before I
applied for my Doctor of Nursing Practice Degree (DNP) with a concentration in Nurse
Anesthesia.

12. The DNP is a terminal degree that takes three years to complete.

DECLARATION OF ALEX DURON 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

Defendants. 

) 

Civil Action No. 

DECLARATION OF ALEX
DURON  
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I, Zayn Silva, declare: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in

this declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so. 

2. I reside in Brooklyn, New York and have lived here most ofmy life.

3. I am 29 years old.

4. I went to high school at Progress High School, Grand Street Campus in

Williamsburg. 

school. 

5. I attended a Pentecostal church growing up and my faith really developed in high

6. I am a Pentecostal Christian and am a member of First Presbyterian Church of

Brooklyn, where I do LGBTQ+ ministry. 

7. I am a Black and Latinx transman.

8. I am also pansexual.

9. Unfortunately, my family's church rejected me because I am a transman and

because I refused to continue trying to change my gender identity. 

DECLARATION OF ZA YN SIL VA 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

Defendants. ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

Civil Action No. 

DECLARATION OF ZAYN 

SILVA 
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I, Rachel Moulton, declare: 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this

declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I currently live in Riverside, California.

3. l grew up in the LDS Church and remain part of that Church now.

4. l am also gay. l used to think of myself as same-sex attracted but that caused me to

disassociate my sexual identity from the rest of my identity.

5. I know that I am a child of God. And I now know that being gay and being a child of God

can both be true. This acceptance of myself has healed me from a lot of the religious

trauma I experienced earlier in my life.

6. As a younger person in the LDS Church, I went on a mission. My mission was in

Calgary, Canada. I loved my mission but it was also very painful for me because I started

to realize that I was gay and that there might not be anything I could do to change it.

7. After completing my mission, I started at BYU-Idaho in the fall of 2016 at the age of 21.

I DECLARATION OF RACHEL MOUL TON 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

Defendants. 
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DECLARATION OF RACHEL
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

I, Victoria Joy Bacon, declare: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal know ledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am a resident of Rowlett, Texas, located in Dallas County.

3. I attended Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee from August 2017 until
December 2020 when I graduated.

4. My mother grew up as the daughter of a Church of Christ preacher. She told me that I
needed to go to a Church of Christ college if I was going to have their support for
college. My mother had attended Harding University in Arkansas.

5. Lipscomb is a Church of Christ college and was approved by my parents.

6. Lipscomb also offered a law, justice and society degree through the Fred D. Gray
Institute for Law, Justice and Society that I was very interested in. I also attended
Lipscomb because I had a lot of family living in Tennessee.

7. I took out loans from the U.S. Department of Education to attend Lipscomb. I will be
repaying student loans that I took out to enroll in Lipscomb for quite some time.

8. Lipscomb's student handbook statement on sexuality says: "All students should practice
the biblical standards of sexual morality. Sexual immorality of any kind is prohibited."

9. I am a gender fluid, nonbinary, trans womxn and I am queer.

10. In high school, I attended a public high school. I was out as gay. A lot of other students at
my high school were out about their sexuality and gender identity. My high school was
also very racially diverse.

1 
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11. I felt unsafe on campus from the first day I moved in.  As a result, I initially went back 
into the closet as a Freshman.  

12. I met other queer people at Lipscomb. However, every semester that I was at Lipscomb, I 
knew at least a queer person of color and a trans person who left the school. There were 
not many out, queer students to begin with.  

13. School officials often said horribly homophobic and transphobic things to me in personal 
meetings with them. For example, an administrator told me that any event I planned 
would be considered a gay event and would require a three month approval process. 
Another administrator said that the school might be able to get some people on board 
with “the gay thing” but that “trans” was a whole different matter. One of them told me 
that they might be able to get a club approved if it was only for gay students but that it 
could not be promoted for trans students. She also deadnamed a trans man on campus and 
told me that she thought that nobody at the school saw him as a man.  

14. These same administrators were later tasked with being the contact point for reporting 
discriminatory behavior/actions against queer and trans students.  

15. I felt like none of the administrators who had the power to make things safe for me were 
actually safe for me to turn to about the harassment and discrimination I experienced on 
campus.  

16. This personally impacted me. For example, I was going to attend an event on campus but 
was having some intense dysphoria. I found an outfit that I could wear and that calmed 
my dysphoria. I then counted the steps between my dorm and that event and asked myself 
whether I felt safe making that walk. I didn’t feel safe, so I did not make the walk.  

17. Eventually, I did come out on campus, and worked to expand the unofficial LGBTQ+ 
group.  However, this made me feel even more unsafe as I was faced with a barrage of 
hate from administrators and other students.  This hate would be overlooked by RAs and 
RHDs.  For example, students frequently used the f** slur, which made me 
uncomfortable. The RAs did not intervene to stop that language.  

18. I also frequently felt in danger of physical harassment from other students.   

19. Additionally, I faced constant harmful statements by faculty and others at Lipscomb. For 
example, the football coach of the high school affiliated with Lipscomb was invited to 
speak in chapel. His opening line was that God told him to speak about homosexuality. 
Over the course of thirty minutes or longer, he went on to compare gay men to demon-
possessed pedophiles and said that queer people do not deserve the same rights as cishet 
people.  

20. Other queer and trans students and I complained to administrators about the coach’s 
chapel and how hurtful it was to us. The administrators defended the decision to allow the 
chapel speaker to continue speaking hateful messages about homosexuality by saying that 
it would have offended donors if the school had intervened.  
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I, Nathan Brittsan, declare: 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am currently a resident of San Jose, California, located in Santa Clara County.

3. I grew up in Northwest Pennsylvania and am the oldest of four brothers. We were raised
in a conservative Christian home. As a youth, I attended a Christian elementary and
middle school and a public high school.

4. I attended Penn State University but later left my studies for a career in business. I
eventually made my way to the Bay Area. I completed my bachelor's degree at San Jose
State. I majored in Philosophy in preparation for going to seminary.

5. During my adolescence and college years, I experienced what I thought of as "same-sex
attraction." I did not come out to myself as gay until I was 23.

6. As I began accepting that I was gay, I drifted away from the church. But more than a
drift, I also felt pushed away from the church,

7. Over time, in my later 20s and 30s, I began to have profound spiritual experiences
outside the church.

8. I joined the Gay Christian Network ("GCN"), a network of LGBTQ+ Christians who felt
like there was no place for them in the churches of their youth. It felt comforting to find
other LGBTQ+ Christians like me.

9. GCN started as an online network but we cwc-ntually met in person. We came together for
the first time at a conference in Dallas, Texas in 2005. I remained active in GCN for
many years.

Declaration of Nathan Brittsan 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION 

) 

) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 

V. ) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and ) 

Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as ) 
Acting Assistant Secretaiy for Civil Rights, ) 

U.S. Depaiiment of Education, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

I, Hayden Brown, declare: 

Civil Action No. 

DECLARATION OF HAYDEN 
BROWN 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in

this declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so. 

2. I am a resident of York, Nebraska.

3. I am currently a student at York College.

4. I am 20 years old.

5. I am majoring in English Education with an emphasis in reading instruction.

6. I am a queer demiboy and use he/they/she pronouns.

7. While attending York College, I received federal financial aid from the U.S.

Department of Education. I received a grant for educators in needed subjects. I have also worked 

a federal work study position in the campus bookstore, coffee shop and tutoring students in 

English. 

8. I attended York College because I grew up in the Church of Christ, the same

denomination as the college. I was struggling with my sexuality, feeling it was sinful and that I 

1 DECLARATION OF HAYDEN BROWN 
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I, Brooke C., declare: 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

l. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am using a pseudonym as I fear for my safety and expect retaliation from my school,
including disciplinary action and expulsion, if my true identity were known.

3. I am a current student at Cedarville University in Cedarville, Ohio.

4. The university, which has around 4,000 students, dominates the village of Cedarville.

5. I decided to attend Cedarville University because it had a Christian focus, I knew another
student who loved it there, and Cedarville offered an accredited professional program I
was interested in.

6. I felt relatively comfortable applying to Cedarville at the time, because I still perceived
myself as straight at the time. I also didn't fully understand the oppressive nature of the
school I was getting involved with until it was too late. Since then, I have been primarily
focused on finishing my degree and getting out.

7. I received student loans from the U.S. Department of Education to attend Cedarville
University. I will have to repay these loans upon graduation. I also received scholarships
to attend.

8. I work two different jobs on campus.

9. I am also a federal income taxpayer.

10. I am demisexual, which means that I only feel sexually attracted to someone when I have
an emotional bond with them.
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) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

I, Gary Campbell, declare: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am a resident of Apollo Beach, Florida, located in Hillsborough County.

3. Beginning in August 2001, I became a student at Baptist Bible College in Clarks Summit,
Pennsylvania.  I did not graduate and stopped attending the school in 2003.

4. The school’s name was changed to Clarks Summit University in 2018.  It will be referred
to Clarks Summit University for the remainder of this declaration.

5. I am a federal income taxpayer in the United States.  I am currently repaying student
loans that I took out to enroll in Clarks Summit University.

6. I enrolled in Clarks Summit University after I was persuaded to by a youth pastor when I
was 18 years old.  It was his alma-matter.  As an impressionable 18-year-old, I heeded
my youth pastor’s advice about which school to attend.

7. Clarks Summit University has a sexual purity policy listed in their student handbook.

8. Part of this policy states: “students are not to engage in and maintain same-sex romantic
or sexual relationships.”  Other rules in the purity policy involve students never being in
the same bed and restrictions on overnight travel with other students regardless of gender.

9. The purity policy also states: “Clarks Summit University will not support persistent or
conspicuous examples of cross-dressing or other actions deliberately discordant with
birth gender, and will deal with such actions with biblical counselling and judicial
processes of the institution.”
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10. The student handbook, while currently available online, was not made available to me as 
perspective student.  It was only given to me, with this purity policy, after I was enrolled 
as a student and attending school. 

11. I am a gay man. 

12. When I was accepted into Clarks Summit University, my parents and the pastoral staff 
agreed that I would seek therapy and accountability while attending the school to address 
my “homosexual desires”.  I also confided in staff members at the school in order to 
“seek help” and overcome my “homosexual sin”. 

13. Additionally, there were instances where I felt like I was being monitored and watched 
by the school.  My resident director (also known as a “dorm dad”) would keep close 
watch on how I interacted with the men in my dorm.   

14. On one occasion, when I was wrestling with another man in my dorm, I was told that as 
“someone who struggles with homosexual desires” that I should not have done that.   

15. In a particularly disturbing occasion, I was influenced into kissing and engaging in some 
sexual activity with another member of my dorm under circumstances that were 
manipulative and misleading.  A male member of the “dorm counsel”, a group of students 
tasked with monitoring other students, encouraged me to kiss him and engage in some 
physical touching.  This was done specifically to set me up as a gay man and to cause me 
to get in trouble with the school.  I would not have consented to any of this activity if I 
knew that it was meant to trigger disciplinary action against me.  The incident was 
reported to the resident director, who confronted me about my homosexual behavior. 

16. While, at the time, I convinced myself this was justifiable behavior on the part of the 
other student, I now realize that I was violated due to my lack of informed consent.  The 
behavior was manipulative and immoral at best, and possibly bordered on sexual assault 
at worst, as I would not have been a willing participant in an activity specifically and 
solely geared towards getting me punished. 

17. After this incident, I spoke to other gay students who had the same thing happen to them 
as well.  This indicates this was systemic behavior at the school, meant to pressure gay 
students into acting out against school policies for the sole purpose of punishment. 

18. After another occasion of engaging in sexual behavior with another student who was 
“struggling” with his homosexuality, I confessed to the school.  The result was that I was 
suspended for 7 days and was removed from a number of extracurricular positions 
including removal from the Chamber Singers, removal from my dorm chaplain position, 
and removal from the Honors Corp.  I was forced to return home for this time at my own 
expense.  After this suspension, I was not allowed to attend school full time. 

19. In my Junior year, I was eligible to live off campus and desired to do so in order to cut 
my expenses at the school.  I was told that I could not live off campus because I violated 
the code of conduct through engaging in sexual acts with another man.  I was told I must 
continue to live on campus. 
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20. It was shortly after this that I decided to no longer pursue my degree at the school.  The 
office of enrollment tried to convince me to stay, but ultimately would not allow me to be 
a full-time student based on the Dean of Men’s decision that I could not attend full time 
due to my “struggle” with homosexuality.  As a result, I returned home to continue my 
education at a community college.   

21. It was at this point that I decided to embrace who I was.  I began dating a man.  While 
life was going well for me over the next ten years, I was also battling Religious Trauma 
Syndrome and was self-medicating with alcohol as a coping mechanism.  I required 
multiple hospitalizations for detox and attended rehab twice.   

22. After I reached two years of sobriety in 2019, I attempted to re-enroll in the school to 
finish my degree.  I was, at first, told by Clarks Summit University that I had only 6 
credits left to graduate and could complete them there.  I was also assured that the school 
had loosened its policies towards homosexual students and that this should not be an 
issue if I enrolled there. 

23. I was called by the Dean of Men and congratulated on returning to school. 

24. Two weeks before classes started, I got another call from the Dean of Men.  I was told 
that someone reported that I was in a homosexual relationship and I would not be allowed 
to enroll in online classes as planned.  I wrote the school to appeal this decision and it 
was denied. 

25. I felt devastated by this decision.  I worked incredibly hard after years of alcoholism to 
rebuild my life.  This decision also brought back the trauma of what happened to me at 
the school back when I first attended in the early 2000’s.  I replied that the school was 
being discriminatory and disrespectful and that I would go to the ACLU.   

26. I was told by the Dean of Men, “you know the code of conduct here.  It’s not a secret.  
You signed up for that when you became a student.  Last time and this time.  You know 
our position and perhaps even deceived me when you applied and spoke to me.  The 
ACLU will tell you that a private school has a right to enforce a code of conduct.  That is 
not discrimination.” 

27. Ultimately the ACLU could not help me. 

28. The story started receiving press attention, and as a result, the president of Lackawanna 
College allowed me to attend that school free of charge to finish my degree. 

29. My school’s policies made me feel very small, watched, unworthy, subpar, subhuman, 
broken and damaged.  I was told on numerous occasions that I might not ever be able to 
work in a church based on my homosexual desires, yet the school continued to take my 
money every semester. 

30. I have suffered damages as a result of my school’s policies and their behavior based on 
those policies.  I suffer from depression and anxiety, for which I am medicated.  I 
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) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

I, Tristian Campbell, declare: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this

declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.

2. I am a resident of Belmont, Massachusetts, located in Middlesex County.

3. I am a bisexual man.

4. I grew up in Edmond, Oklahoma outside of Oklahoma City.

5. I attended K-12 at Oklahoma Christian School, a non-denominational school.

6. I grew up non-denominational but then became very involved in a Southern Baptist

church in high school.

7. During high school, I considered myself to be struggling with the sin of same-sex

attraction.

8. Beginning in August of 2013, I became a student at Oklahoma Baptist University

(hereinafter “OBU”) in Shawnee, Oklahoma.

9. I stopped attending OBU without graduating in December of 2015.

10. I attended OBU for a few reasons.  At the time of my enrollment, I was a member of the

Southern Baptist Church.  Additionally, the school is well regarded in Oklahoma, where I

grew up and had a lot of connections.  Finally, I was offered a scholarship and the ability

to play college soccer at OBU.

11. OBU receives taxpayer funding through student aid from the U.S. Department of

Education. I received public funding to attend OBU from the State of Oklahoma through

the Oklahoma Academic Scholars Program.
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12. The IRS treats OBU as a tax exempt charitable organization.  

13. OBU’s student handbook outlines rules of behavior for students.  This handbook contains 

a specific section for “human sexuality”.   

14. The section states, in part, “This policy addresses transsexualism, transgenderism, 

homosexuality, and related gender identity issues.  The University affirms that God’s 

original and ongoing intent and action is the creation of humanity manifested as two 

distinct sexes, male and female. The University also recognizes that due to sin and human 

brokenness, human experiential perception of sex and gender is not always that which 

God the Creator originally designed.”   

15. The handbook goes on to state: “the University does not support nor affirm the resolution 

of tension between one’s biological sex and one’s experiential perception of same sex 

attraction or of gender by the adoption of psychological identity discordant with one’s 

birth sex.  Similarly, the University does not support nor affirm attempts to change one’s 

given biological birth sex via medical intervention in favor of the identity of the opposite 

sex or of an indeterminate identity.” 

16. At the time of my enrollment, I was generally aware that OBU opposed non-

heterosexual, cisgender identities and behaviors. However, at the time, these positions 

were consistent with my belief system and my attempts to overcome my same-sex 

attraction. I thought the policies actually affirmed the steps I was taking.  

17. In high school and through my first two years of college, I tried to overcome my struggle 

with same-sex attraction through prayer, reading books and self-discipline. I constantly 

thought about my struggle. My mental health started deteriorating and I made no progress 

toward overcoming my attractions despite my several years of intense efforts.  

18. A defining moment for me and my sexual identity development occurred when a young 

middle school student who I was working with through church told me he struggled with 

same-sex attraction. I told him the church could help and recommended that he do all the 

things that I was doing to overcome my sin struggle. But I knew that I was giving this 

youth dangerous, false advice and it troubled me.  

19. Also prior to coming out, my Resident Director on campus told me that he couldn’t trust 

a gay student who wanted to be an RA because he thought he might take advantage of the 

boys on his floor. This scared me because he didn’t know about my sexuality.  

20. After this discussion, my anxiety came back hard. I knew that I needed help and reached 

out to the counselling center.  

21. I first came out as bisexual to my therapist during my Sophomore year in the spring of 

2015. I felt a huge weight lifted. It was the best that I had ever felt. Recognizing that 

being bisexual was not just an attraction but was part of my identity felt liberating for me.  

22. I came out to friends in the summer of 2015. This was very good for my mental health.  
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23. Marriage equality occurred in June of 2015 and I wrote an article trying to reconcile my 

Southern Baptist faith with the Supreme Court’s decision about civil same-sex marriage.  

24. The Director of Residential Life at OBU called me in response to this article. He told me 

that my article was not in line with OBU’s position.  I was more careful about my public 

comments about sexuality after that for awhile but got in trouble for another social media 

post on sexuality issues and removed my post.  

25. My coming out experience at OBU received two very different reactions.  On the one 

hand, the majority of the faculty and students who I came out to privately were openly 

supportive or didn’t seem to think it was a major issue. 

26. However, on the other hand, the OBU administration condemned me and disciplined me.   

27. The issue rose to a head when the Director of Residence Life asked me why I cared so 

much about the LGBTQ+ issues I was writing about. I told him that I cared so much 

because I am bisexual.  

28. As a result of my coming out, I was fired from my on-campus job as a Resident 

Assistant.  The Dean of Students told me that OBU’s policies prohibited me from serving 

as an RA because I am bisexual.  

29. The Dean of Students asked me if I was going to come out publicly on campus. He then 

told me that the student handbook prohibited me from doing so.  

30. The Dean of Students also told me that other LGBTQ+ students who had come out 

publicly at OBU had been harassed, called “fag” and experienced unsafe situations. He 

told me that what he was trying to say is that if I came out publicly and remained a 

student at OBU, he couldn’t guarantee my safety and did not want to have students there 

who he could not keep safe.  

31. I decided to come out publicly on campus anyway. I did so for my own integrity and 

mental health and for the sake of other LGBTQ+ youth. On National Coming Out Day in 

October of 2015, I came out publicly on social media.  

32. Shortly thereafter, because of my coming out to the OBU administration and publicly on 

social media, I was dismissed from OBU without any notice. I found out because the 

registrar told me that I had been administratively withdrawn from OBU and asked where 

I would like my transcripts to be sent. I checked my online student account and I could no 

longer register for classes.  

33. OBU forced me to choose between my own beliefs and convictions about myself, my 

identity and what was best for my mental health and OBU’s beliefs and convictions about 

me and my identity, which were harmful to me.  

34. I felt betrayed because the OBU community in general was supportive and open-minded 

towards me.  

Case 6:21-cv-00474-AA    Document 168-11    Filed 03/04/22    Page 3 of 5



35. OBU’s policies harmed me in other ways. While a student at OBU, I was physically 

assaulted by a same-sex romantic partner on campus.  

36. We had been dating for a few months at the time. It was a first same-sex relationship for 

both of us.  

37. We got in a verbal fight and he then hit me in the face.  

38. We broke up after the assault.  

39. We had a class together. Because I could not report the assault, I could not have him 

separated from me and had to see him two days a week for an hour and a half during 

class. I also had to see him in my housing situation because we lived in the same dorm.  

40. Neither of us were out at the time. I was too scared to report the assault because it would 

have outed him and would likely have subjected me to further monitoring by the 

administration or disciplinary action. My partner could have lost his job because he was 

employed by OBU. His family was also strongly opposed to him being gay and it would 

have hurt his relationship with his family.  

41. If my partner had been a different gender than me, I would have reported this assault. 

42. The experience of being rejected by OBU after I came out, caused me a lot of stress, 

sadness and anxiety. This was the lowest point for me since I had come out.  

43. When I was fired and expelled, I transferred to a regional university and lived with my 

parents. However, when I tried to transfer churches, they rejected me because of my 

sexual identity and refusal to adopt an anti-LGBTQ doctrinal position.  

44. However, I later co-founded Bison 4 Equality, an LGBTQ+ group of OBU students and 

alumni that we had started to put together while I was still a student. The purpose of the 

group was to ensure that queer and trans students would be safe and protected.  

45. In that capacity, I have learned firsthand that other LGBTQ+ students at OBU have and 

continue to suffer under OBU’s discriminatory policies. Queer and trans students have 

lost scholarships, been removed from sports teams and been harassed, even when they 

were not engaging in same-sex relationships or sexual behaviors.  

46. OBU requested and received a religious exemption from Title IX by the U.S. Department 

of Education that purportedly allowed them to fire me from my campus job and dismiss 

me from my studies without any consequence or accountability.  

47. OBU relies on this religious exemption to continue to maintain its discriminatory policies 

and cause severe harm to queer and trans students at OBU.  

48. Bison 4 Equality participated in the #GiveBackIX campaign, attempting to protect queer 

and trans students by asking OBU to give back its Title IX exemption.  
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DECLARATION OF NATALIE CARTER 1 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION  
 

Elizabeth HUNTER; et al., on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated, 
 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION and 
Suzanne GOLDBERG, in her official capacity as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
U.S. Department of Education, 

 
Defendants. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 

Civil Action No.  
 

DECLARATION OF NATALIE 
CARTER 

I, Natalie Carter, declare: 
 

1. I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this 
declaration and would testify truthfully to them if called upon to do so.  
 

2. I am a resident of College Park, Georgia. 
 

3. I am using a pseudonym as I fear repercussions from Toccoa Falls College if they were to 
discover who I am and my participation in this suit.  

 
4. I began attending Toccoa Falls College in Toccoa Falls, Georgia in August 2016.  I 

expect to graduate in July 2021. 
 

5. Toccoa Falls College’s student handbook states that “The College expects all members of 
the community to refrain from any form of sexual immorality including, but not limited 
to, any form of extramarital sexual activity, adultery, promiscuity, touching of intimate 
parts above or below clothing, homosexual behavior, transgenderism, 
viewing/participating in pornography, or sharing sexual images of one’s self or others.  
Cohabitation is also not allowed.”   
 

6. Students are then encouraged to go to counseling for “proactive education or assistance 
with relationship issues.” 

 
7. I am a queer woman. 

 

8. I did not want to go to this college from the moment I stepped on campus for a tour there 
during my senior year of high school.  I felt a strong vibe that this was not the school for 
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DECLARATION OF NATALIE CARTER 2 

me.  I had not come fully to terms with my sexuality and was suppressing it.  I believe 
this intuition was a warning for me for the future. 

9. I do not feel safe on campus and know for a fact that I would not be supported if I came
out.  I do not know if my school knows about my sexuality or not, but I am under the
impression they have an idea and are keeping an eye on me.

10. I personally feel silenced, and my stomach is in knots knowing that I can’t be expressive
for all that I am.

11. At school, we talk about loving people wholeheartedly and loving all that we are.  But I
feel like I am not being loved for who I am, but for half of me.  If people were to figure
out the other half, I would be disowned.

12. I do not feel safe coming out on campus and I do not feel safe coming out on social
media because I am afraid of other students at the school outing me or the school finding
out about my sexual orientation on its own.  The result would be that I would get thrown
out.

13. I also think of my future employment.  The school has a reputation for being racist and
xenophobic, in addition to be homophobic and transphobic.  I am afraid that I will be
labeled as being like the students who are “phobics,” before I can even express my views
to a potential employer.

14. I believe that the discrimination that is being done at these Christian universities needs to
finally be brought to light because of the inner damage it is doing to their LGBTQ+
students.

15. I am a federal income taxpayer in the United States. I will also have to repay loans from
the U.S. Department of Education that I am taking out for attending Toccoa Falls
College.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct and that this declaration was executed this ____ day of March, 2021. 29
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By: 

Natalie Carter 
S/ Natalie Carter
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