
Via Electronic Filing May 25, 2022

Michael E. Gans
Clerk of Court
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit
Thomas F. Eagleton Courthouse
111 South 10th Street
St. Louis, MO 63102

Re: Brandt v. Rutledge, No. 21-02875

Dear Clerk Gans:

Pursuant Rule 28(j), Appellees submit this letter to alert this Court of a significant decision 
in which the District Court for the Middle District of Alabama granted motions for a preliminary 
injunction and enjoined the enforcement of provisions of an Alabama law that prohibits gender-
affirming medical care for minors. See Eknes-Tucker v. Marshall, No. 2:22-cv-184-LCB, 2022 
WL 1521889 (M.D. Ala. May 13, 2022). A copy of this decision is attached hereto as “Exhibit 1.”

Eknes-Tucker is relevant to Appellees’ argument that this Court should affirm the District 
Court’s judgment below because Act 626, which similarly prohibits gender-affirming medical care 
for minors in Arkansas, violates the equal protection rights of transgender minors, (see Appellees’ 
Br. at 28–29), and their parents’ fundamental right of parental autonomy, (see Appellees’ Br. at 
46–48). In Eknes-Tucker, the court held that the plaintiffs had a likelihood of success on the merits 
of their claims that prohibiting gender-affirming medical care for minors violates the minor 
plaintiffs’ right to equal protection and infringes on parents’ substantive due process right to direct 
the medical care of their children. 2022 WL 1521889, at *7, *10.

Sincerely,

Breean Walas
Counsel for Plaintiffs

CC: All Counsel of Record via CM/ECF

Breean Walas
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