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PlainhfI. 

vs. 

SHEILA J P OLE in her o{l'ic1a1 capacity 
a Acting ommi ioner for he Office of 
Clulclren and Family rvic s for the State 
of ... 'ew York 

Defendant. 

1. 1 f • nam 1 · J m:nn Bleuer 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF JU TIN 
BLEUER J. SUPP RT OF 

HOPEF TILY 
ERVICE ' IOTION FOR 

PRELIML .ARYINJU. CTlO 

t. I am above the age of 1 . of und mmd. and J have personal 

kno~ ledge of 1he fact explained in t1ri documenL. 

J . I grew up 10 we wm New York n ar Buffalo. the fifth of 14 kids. Mr 

parent adopted ele en of m brother nd 'iste1·s. 

1. • ly parent - adopted from all over th world. I bav 1bhngs from the 

Uniled Sutr s Sierra Leone, uatemala. Koren and Llh ria. Our friench u d to 

jok rhat w w r a L' nited • aliuru fam1Jy." 

;. Two of m~· .,.1blm came lo us through New Hope Family • rv:ice . 

That wa ovL•1· 20 ·ears ago. but r ttll remem er how d1fferenl those doption 

e mmce were fir our family. New llope mcorp r te,l 1 . Chr1:nan fallh ami 

vah, - ar every stag of each l\doption. hri t1an fa.ilh was omethmg chal wa 

tnlpartanl to my fa.mil, growing up and remains important t me now lhat I m an 

adult and n pn tor at ~ loeitl chu:rclL Bnck then, New Hope' Chris11an foc11 made 

m} fumtl ea t!r lo work with them. 
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6. 1t was a blessing for me to grow up with adopted brother;; and s1sten;. 

So I alwavs desired to follow- in my parenrs' footsteps and adopt. 1 had seen 

firsthand the positive impact adoption has on a family and the child thal is brought 

into that family. When I met my wife, Annie. l wa8 ple1u~ed tu tind out that she had 

the same desire to pursue adoption at some point in our marriage. 

7. Almie and I got manied m 2005 and by 2011 we had two kids of our 

own. Then in 2013 we lost a baby to m1scarnage. That Rparked sometlung in both 

Anme and I to starl ihioking mo1·e scriou.,;Jy ubout. adopung. 

8. When Annie and I began to seriously oonsider adopting, we kni>w WP 

wanted to work with New Hope. Tluough my pa.rent.a, I had experience with 

adoption agcne1es. But I want.ed our Chnsttllll faith to be an integral parl of Lhe 

process and so we went stTaight. lo ~ew Hope. 

9. At New Hope we found shared Christian values abour the family. 

respect for lifo and care for orphans. New Hope's approach to adoption was 

anchored in the Bible. Prayer was included m meetings and at every seep of the 

process. I saw the l'ltaff show true Chr1at1an Jove for the people they served - both 

hirth parents. and adoptive parents. Staff walked with birth frunilies through tough 

siLuaLions and decisions, while prayerfully preparing adopting families to brmg o 

new child into their home. Everything was focused on Biblical tcaclungs about hope, 

healing. the value of new Life, the dignity of eve1·y person. and most importantly the 

gift of family. 
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10. Staff members told ui. nght awuy Lb.at :-.ie\\ li0pe's prunary goa.l 1i- not 

to find children for families, but to serve the babies and motheri. they work with to 

find each child a permanent, loving home that will fit their individual oe@ds and 

<iiro.auons 

11. New Hope's Cbni.rian faith was obvious to UR when we adopted our 

baby gu-1. Kew Hope wai,. work:t.ng Wlth 11 part1r.uh1r birth mother and our 

application moved quicker th.'ln most uecau,:e we were willing ro adopt a bah} from 

n differen, race. She i>l'l!!cted U!:> Lo adopt her baby girl. We were thrilled. Thi:n days 

hr•fon> the birLb. tho birth mom decided dhc wanted an open adoption. rathl'r than 

the ~011-opcn one we bad aiT11ngrd. N~w Hope pruyerfullr walked both fumilies 

through that proce"s and we Netlled on an open adoption arrangement thllt bsii:> 

\\'orud well f. ,r bulb families. 

12. About the same time that the birth mom 1:ho,-e us to adopt. her little 

girl we found our rbat .\naie wns pregnant 11p1in. Som f\larch 2014. we welcomed 

rJur thtm 3·day-old little girl mto our home. and m July :!014 we had a baby boy. 

13. Since then we have bad anotht'r son. ~wing our family to five 

cluldren. 

14. & part of the p~i,;. with ~1:w Hope ,\nnie and J created a fomily 

album. h was des1gned t.o help birth mother .. get to know Ul> wi they tried tC'I decide 

whether to µlace their baby with us. ~ew Hope staff ~ave u,; advice about putting 

lhi~ book toi:;ether and they re"iewed and pro\'lded ,,ugJ?Cstions and edits before we 

9 

Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 15-7   Filed 12/12/18   Page 3 of 15Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 75-10   Filed 10/08/21   Page 4 of 16



.finalized the book .. \ true and correct copy of excerpts from that book are attached 

aR Exhibit 1. 

15. Kew Hupe has continued to provide CRre for us, our birth mom, and our 

baby even after the adoption. They facilitated meetings for our family and the bmh 

family. Initially, tho5e meetings were at New Hope. They also fncilitate ongoing 

correspondence between our family and our daughter's birth family. Every few 

months we send letters and pictures to N"ew Hopa and Lhey provide those to our 

daughter's birth mom and dad. They will continue to do thts for uo until she is 18 

New Hope j_g ~hl" rn facilit.ace these meetings and correspondence so well hecausc or 

the close relattonsrup we. and our birth mom. have built w1th the New Hope staff. 

through the Joys and challenges of the adoption process. It would be hard for us and 

our birth mom to replicate that with anothe1· agency. 

16. Anrue nnd l are aware of different adoption agencies, indudrng ~cular 

ones. We cho..,.e to work with New Hope because 1t is different, the people lhere 

share our Christian view8 abouL what it means to be family. Because of that. Anme 

and l are open to adopting agnin, but we would only want Lu work with New Hope. 

17. Similarly. we would not be comfortable adopting through New HopP. if 

New Hope changed its Christian beliefs. If Kew Hope changes it:P religious beliefo 

about family. it could no longer provide the consistent Christian-based adoption 

experiencP. that we and the birth mother we worked with enjoyed. 

Ill 

Ill 
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Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

1 declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to :!ti C.S.<'. § 1746 that the 

foregoing is true and correct tu the best of ID) knowl\"<lRe 

Executed tru..:; ~i da~ or ~ovember. 2018, ar ..... • : .. New York. 

J ui;tuf Blcucr 

1 / __ . ..... ~ •ze ·1 , 

STATE OF ~EW YORK 
) ss .. 

l'OLNTY Of {jt..w..-,\~ ) 

-u "T . .. .. -· t .. Orth.:~ c.layor~--
Nouuy Public m and for said state. pcnonalJy appeared _:::::t,;:~~2..-~:v,..u:.~==--
pcrsonally known lo me or proved to me on the basis of 
whose name ,s subscribed to the w. 1thin instrument and ac · wlcdged to me that he executed the 
same in his capa<.ity. and that by his ~,s,u.1ure on the instrument. the p-r,:on or the cnlJl)i upon 
bcbalf of wh1cli the pcr-...1n acted. ci..ecutod the in:;trumcnl. 

5 

Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 15-7   Filed 12/12/18   Page 5 of 15Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 75-10   Filed 10/08/21   Page 6 of 16



 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 
1 
  

Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 15-7   Filed 12/12/18   Page 6 of 15Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 75-10   Filed 10/08/21   Page 7 of 16



Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 15-7   Filed 12/12/18   Page 7 of 15Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 75-10   Filed 10/08/21   Page 8 of 16



Thank you for reviewing our profile 
and meeting our family. We are 
excited to shore our love with 

another child. We commend you for 
choosing life for your baby. We 

respect ~our tremendous courC\ge 
and are praying for God's wisdom 

and strength for you! 
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I Justin CAnd Annie 2013 

Our Famil~ 

Justin and Annie's Star~ 

!V\et at College-August 2001 
Started Dat iV'lg-Februor~ 2003 
En909ed .... November 2003 
!V\arried--N'\a~ 21, 2005 
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Justin, e19e 3, with his Siblings. 

fv'\eet Justin 

Born 
Bachelors Degree completed 
fv'\C\sters Degree almost finished 
Teaching Pastor C\t Christian Church 

Pree1chinq OV"I C\ Sundcn,1 morninq ~ 

Justin likes= 
time with his f amil~ 
p!C\~ing soccer 
eating Skittles 
reading 
remote-control vehicles 
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Meet Annie 
Born 
Two Associates Degrees completed 
Professional Photographer 

Av.nie likes= 
time with her famil~ 
photograph~ 
reading 
singing and music 
the color blue 
mashed potatoes 
Hershe~'s chocolate 
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, Justin's testimon~:f 
I wo.s four !::fears old when an older sister had an asthmo. 
attack. 1 vvo.s so scared for her! I asked m~ oldest sister 
where she would 90 if she died and she explC\ined to me 
that she'd go to heaven becm-1se she had o.sked Jesus to 

b~ her So.vior. That very da~ I also asked Jesus to 
forgive me, and m~ life has never been the so.me. I (),fr\ so 

grC\teful for His forgiveness! 
I lov_e serving o.t our church by teaching, trainin9

1 
and 

counseling. I love meeting with ~oung couples (),nd helping 
prepare them for mo.rrio.ge. 

Annie's testimon~f 
I wo.s o.bout 8 years old when I o.skect Jesus to forgive m~ Sins and chose to 

follow Him for the rest of m~ life. Since then, 6od has helped me become the 
person I am todCl:j, aV'\d I am eterV1a!I~ gratefl,\I for His mere~ o.nd gro.ce. 
I love to serve at our church through Singing, mo.naging the !ibre1ry, and 

supporting Justin o.s a pastor's wife. I love being able to serve with him! 

placed a desire for 
adoption in both our 
hearts o.nd that He 

wants us to provide o. 
safe and lovin9 home 

for Cl child of His 
choosing. 

Our church, which iS ver~ close to our home! 
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Justir1,'s words about Avmie= 
Annie is so beautiful aV1d fun She's such o kiV"ld CMd thoughtful wife, and is o!so on 
excellent Mornrny. Our girls adore her, OV\d look forward to her son9s OV\d cuddles. 
She hos so much love in her heart: cmd wouid love to shore it with another child. 

Annie's words about Justin= 
JustiVl is a sweet ond kind husbavid, with stronq chew/Jeter ar1d a faithful heart. He 
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The11"1k ~ou for vieWil"lg our profile! 
\/\Je hope that ~ou eV"jO~ed meeting 
C)ur famil~. Please krlOW that we are 

pre1~il"lg for ~ou Gll"ld the1nk ~ou for 
chOOSiVtg life! 
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