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Gospel Ministry Versus the Social Gospel 
We believe all ministry must fall under at least one of three distinct areas: 1) worshiping God in 
spirit and truth, 2) equipping the saints for the work of the ministry, or 3) evangelizing the lost. If at 
least one of these areas of ministry is not present, then the activity isn’t a ministry, but an attempt 
to do good deeds, give money, support charitable causes, feed the poor, etc. The social gospel 
cannot be biblical ministry if it leaves out the preaching the gospel and calling sinners to 
repentance. The church does not exist to make sinners comfortable on their way to hell, but to love 
them by preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ to them as well as meeting physical needs. We believe 
the Bible makes a clear distinction between, and gives different instructions to, Christians about 
how they are to treat “the poor,” those who want to work, but are prevented because of sickness 
or circumstances, and those who are lazy, indolent, idle, and sluggardly. 
 
Immorality and Sexual Sins 
Any sexual thoughts and activity contrary to the Scriptures and outside of biblically defined 
marriage comprised of a single biological male and female is sin, e.g., fornication, adultery, 
polygamy, polyandry, homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, pornography, etc. The Bible says 
repeatedly that those who practice sexual sin will not inherit the kingdom of God, which means 
they cannot be Christians though they may profess otherwise. A life of unrepentant immorality 
reveals a person has never repented of their sin and been born again by God’s grace. Though 
Christians commit sexual sins, they do not continue to live in unrepentant immorality. True 
believers keep confessing, repenting, turning from sexual sin to pursue holiness. Sexual intimacy is 
designed by God to be enjoyed in the context of marriage only. Christians are required by God to 
submit all their sexual passions to the Word of God and are able to do so by His all sufficient grace.   
 
Interpreting the Scriptures 
We believe in the literal, historical, grammatical, contextual method of interpreting the Bible. We 
also believe that every truly born-again believer is indwelt by the divine interpreter, the Holy Spirit. 
All things being equal, any believer should be able to understand any biblical text. Spiritual 
maturity, training in how to study the Bible, our understanding of systematic theology, spiritual 
giftedness, time spent in study, prayer, and meditation on the Word make a huge difference when 
trying to understand the meaning of the biblical text. Yet there are no “elite” interpreters of the 
Bible, who alone can discover the meaning of certain texts which other believers cannot discover.  
 
Legalism and Lawlessness (Antinomianism)  
We strive to avoid the extremes of legalism and antinomianism. Legalism appears in the Bible in 
several forms: 1) elevating man-made tradition to the same authority as Scripture and condemning 
others as sinning for not adhering to our traditions, 2) trying to be saved, justified, or earn God’s 
favor by our works instead of by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and 3) practicing a cold, dead, 
orthodoxy, i.e., doing all the right things, yet mechanically and not from the heart out of love to 
God. We desire to avoid all forms of legalism. We also reject lawlessness or antinomianism, which 
is the false idea that because we are saved and sanctified by grace, we don’t need to obey God and 
that if we try to obey God, we are sinning, living in the flesh, or legalists. We teach that Christians 
must obey all of God’s Word either directly or in principle. We must walk in the Spirit, trusting in 
God’s grace to obey. We believe that obeying the Bible by God’s grace, for His glory, out of love for 
Christ, is not merely acceptable, but mandatory for all who call themselves Christians. 
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Wedding Celebration Services Agreement 

Entered into on _______________ . 
Engagement Session is scheduled for ______________________. 

Wedding is scheduled for ______________________. 

Parties: 
Chelsey Nelson Photography, LLC 
 
 
 
Known as "Photographer,” 

And with 

______________________________________________________ 
Known as "Client" 

Collectively, all of the above people or businesses entering this Agreement will be referred to as the 

"Parties." 

Purpose of the Agreement 
Client desires photography, photograph editing, and blogging for the purpose of their wedding. 

Photographer has agreed to provide such services according to the terms set forth below. 

 

Services, Products, Schedule and Storage 
Package. Client chooses Photographer’s Wedding Celebration Services package. 

Services. In this Agreement, “Services” means all of the services included in this section. Photographer 

shall provide Client with: 

● One pre-wedding consultation in person, by phone or via Skype 

● Bridal Guide Magazine 

● Timeline Consultation 

● One Engagement Session and online gallery 

● Mileage for Engagement Session Travel and Wedding Day Travel 
● 8 hours of coverage on the wedding day 

● Second photographer to assist on the wedding day if necessary 

● 3-5 High-Resolution Images delivered via an online gallery the day after the wedding date 

● Blog post highlighting the Photographer’s favorite images from the engagement and 
wedding 

● Keepsake box with prints 

● High-Resolution Images delivered via online gallery by __\__\____ 
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Schedule. Photographer shall arrive no later than 15 minutes before the start time of photography 
coverage to provide Client with Services. Client will provide Photographer and their assistant with a meal 

of the same food served to guests and a reserved place to sit, either with guests or at a specific location 

near the reception area. Photographer will eat during the same period the Client (Bride and Groom) eats.  

Image Storage. Digital copies of photographs produced in the course of fulfilling this Agreement will be 

stored until delivery of final images and/or products. After __\__\____, Client releases Photographer from 

any and all liability for lost or damaged files or photographs. 

 

Cost, Fees and Payment 
Cost. The total cost ("Total Cost") for all Services is $_,___.__ and due in full by _____________. 
A non-refundable deposit of $___.__ (30% of $_,___.__) is due at signing which secures your date and is 

applied to the total cost for all Services. 

Client shall pay the Total Cost to Photographer as follows: 

30% of the total due on __\__\____, in the amount of $___._ 

23% of the total due on __\__\____, in the amount of $___.__ 

23% of the total due on __\__\____, in the amount of $___.__ 

23% of the total due on __\__\____, in the amount of $___.__ 

Fees. Photographer’s hourly rate is $300 per each hour spent on Client’s Services over the allotted 

amount of time purchased. Photographer makes reasonable efforts to enhance, retouch, and edit Client’s 

images in based on Photographer’s editorial and artistic judgment before delivery of Client’s final images. 

If Client requests further retouching or edits after delivery of Client’s final images, then Client agrees to 

pay Photographer for any additional changes Photographer makes at Photographer’s hourly rate. If Client 

implicitly or explicitly requests Photographer to continue Services beyond the hours set forth in this 

Agreement, Photographer will invoice Client for additional time. 

Late Fees. If Photographer does not receive payment from Client within fourteen calendar days of any 

payment date, then Client will be charged a late fee of 1.5% of the outstanding amount per each day that 

Photographer does not receive payment. 

● For example, if Client owes Photographer $1000 due on April 1 and fails to pay by April 14th. On 

April 15th, Client owes Photographer $1015. On April 16th, Client owes Photographer $1030.23. 

On April 17th, Client owes Photographer $1045.68, and so on. 

Expenses. Any expenses incurred by Photographer while providing Client with Services will be invoiced 

to Client in a timely manner. Such expenses include hotel stays for Events or ceremonies occurring 60 or 

more miles away from zip code 40220. Client is responsible for paying for and delivering any third party 

products Client wishes Photographer to utilize by __\__\____. At Photographer’s discretion, Photographer 

will make reasonable efforts to integrate Client’s suggestions. 
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Intellectual Property 
Copyright Ownership. Photographer owns the copyright in any and all images he/she takes pursuant to 

federal copyright law (Title 17, Chapter 2, §201-02, of the United States Code.) Any and all photographs 

produced in connection with, or in the process of fulfilling this agreement, are expressly and solely owned 

by Photographer to use in the reasonable course of business. 

Non-exclusive License. Photographer grants to Client a non-exclusive, worldwide license of 

photographs produced with and for Client for personal use and for public use so long as Client provides 

Photographer with attribution each time Client uses Photographer’s property publicly unless and until 

Photographer assigns her copyright to Client. Photographs will be deemed properly attributed to 

Photographer when it would be obvious to any reasonable observer, reader or viewer that Chelsey 
Nelson Photography provided the photograph for Client’s use.  

Prohibited Uses of Photographs. Some uses of Photographer’s property are expressly prohibited in 

order to maintain the integrity and quality of Photographer’s reputation and work. 

● Any resale of the photographs through direct or indirect means, including, but not limited to: 

selling the photos as stock photography; selling or allowing use of the photos by a third party 

such as a corporation or advertiser. 

● Any illegal assignment of Photographer’s work, such as allowing third party use of a photograph 

online or in print without attribution. 

● Any use of photographs, personally or otherwise, which does not include attribution to Chelsey 
Nelson Photography. 

● Client expressly agrees not to produce derivative works of Photographer’s property, such as, but 

not limited to, photographs of a photograph, scans into a computer, unauthorized photo collages 

or other works that incorporate a substantial portion of Photographer’s property in a way that 

distorts or denigrates the photograph’s high resolution. 

● Any use deemed unreasonable or defamatory, at the discretion of Photographer. 

● Any retouched or further edits of photographs that materially alters the composition of the 

photograph, such as by applying filters, changing the colors or other means of degradation, as 

determined by Photographer. 

● Client will not purposefully try to hide or otherwise conceal attribution to Photographer, such as by 

printing attribution in such small print or font that the source of the photograph is not readily 

apparent to the reasonable viewer. 

Appropriate Conduct 
Appropriate Conduct/Safe Working Environment: The Client(s) expressly agree(s) to ensure the 

appropriate behavior of all attendees at the wedding/event, and additionally agree(s) to undertake best 

efforts to ensure that all parties involved in the event, including but not limited to the Client(s), vendors, 

the bridal party, all guests, and any and all attendees, behave in a manner that provides the 

Photographer with a safe and comfortable work environment. Any threatening, hostile, inappropriate, or 
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offensive behavior of any kind, and any other behavior that compromises the safety or well-being of the 

Photographer or photography equipment or constitutes a hostile work environment will not be tolerated. 

What constitutes such behavior is up to the sole discretion of the Photographer in accordance with the 

standard of a reasonably prudent person, and will be dealt with as follows: (a) after the first offense, the 

Photographer will verbally notify the offending person and either the Client(s) or family member of the 

Client(s); (b) after the second offense, the Photographer will verbally notify the Client(s), and the Client(s) 

will remove the offending person for the remainder of the event (c) after the third offense, the 

Photographer will end wedding coverage immediately and leave the event. If the Photographer leaves the 

event after a third offense, the Photographer shall be entitled to retain all monies paid hereunder, the 

Client(s) will not be entitled to any refund, and the Client(s) agree to relieve and hold Photographer 

harmless as a result of incomplete wedding or event photography coverage, or for a lapse in the quality of 

the work. 

Artistic Releases and Limit of Liability 
Exclusivity. Client understands and agrees she has hired Photographer exclusive of any other service 

provider for the Services listed in this Agreement, and no other photographers, other than any assistant or 

third party that Photographer has hired to complete the Services, are permitted to provide the same 

Services, paid or unpaid, unless prior permission is granted by Photographer. Client accepts and agrees 

that third party photographers, whether professional or not, may impede Photographer’s access to the 

bridal couple and/or clients for crucial photos, and it is Client’s responsibility to ensure Photographer 

always has the best angle and/or position as determined by the Photographer. If the Photographer feels 

its work is being compromised, Photographer has Client’s permission to approach Client(s) to ask them to 

remove the obstructive party or parties. Client initials_________.  
Artistic Release. Client has spent a satisfactory amount of time reviewing Photographer’s work and has 

a reasonable expectation that its Services will produce a similar manner and style of aesthetic for Client. 

Photographer will use reasonable efforts to ensure Client’s services are carried out in a style and manner 

consistent with Photographer’s current portfolio and Photographer will try to incorporate any suggestions 

Client makes. However, Client understands and agrees that: 

● Every client and wedding is different, with different tastes, budgets, and performance needs; and 

● Photographer is an artist with a unique vision, with an ever-evolving style and technique; and 

● Photographer will use its personal artistic judgment to create styled images for Client, which may 

not include strict adherence to Client’s suggestions; and 

● Photographer exercises and reserves the right to exercise complete and ultimate editorial 

judgment and control over all aspects of her services, including photography, editing, blogging, 

social media promotion, and all other Services; and 

● Photographer will not provide Services in a manner that communicates messages contrary to 

Photographer’s religious beliefs and artistic judgement; and  
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● Dissatisfaction with Photographer’s editorial judgment and control or artistic ability are not valid 

reasons for termination of this Agreement or request of any monies returned. 

● Client is responsible for delivering any props or furniture Client wishes to have by ________. 
Loss of Images. In the rare event that any or all images are lost, such as damage to camera or 

equipment, stolen camera or equipment or damaged film rolls, Photographer shall refund Client the 

corresponding percentage of lost images. For example, if 30% of the original images taken are lost, 

Photographer shall refund 30% of the Total Cost. 

Maximum Damages. Client agrees that the maximum amount of damages he or she is entitled to in any 

claim relating to this Agreement or Services provided in this Agreement are not to exceed the Total Cost 

of Services provided by Photographer. 

Indemnification. Client agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Photographer, its related companies, 

parties, affiliates, agents, independent contractors, assigns, directors, employees and officers from any 

and all claims, causes of action, damages or other losses arising out of, or related to, the Services 

provided in this Agreement. Client agrees to either secure a reasonable amount of insurance coverage to 

pay for any claims, causes of action, damage, attorney fees or other losses as a result of accident or 

negligence on behalf of the Parties to this Agreement, or if no insurance is secured, Client waives its right 

to directly or indirectly ask or force Photographer to pay for any such damages. Client initials: 
_________. 
Non-disparagement. The Parties mutually agree not to make public defamatory statements that would 

materially harm the reputation or business activities of any Parties to this Agreement. 

Model Release. Please see attached as Exhibit A.  

 

Cancellation, Rescheduling and No-Shows 
Cancellation, Rescheduling of Services or No-Show Client. If Client desires to cancel Services, 

reschedule Services, or if it becomes impossible for Photographer to render Services due to the fault of 

the Client or parties related to Client, such as failure of one or more essential parties to provide support or 

documents in a timely manner, Client shall provide notice to Photographer as soon as possible via the 

Notice provisions detailed in this Agreement. Upon cancellation or unreasonable delay, all outstanding 

fees are immediately due and payable to Photographer. 

Weather Delay. In the event of a rain or weather delay, Client will be notified within 24 hours of any 

engagement session or wedding that its Services may be reasonably altered to fit the circumstances of 

the situation at the discretion of the Photographer. 

Force Majeure. Notwithstanding the above, either party may choose to be excused of any further 

performance obligations in the event of a disastrous occurrence outside the control of either party that 

materially affects the Services provided in this Agreement, including: 

● A natural disaster (fires, explosions, earthquakes, hurricane, flooding, storms or infestation); or 

● War, Invasion, Act of Foreign Enemies, Embargo, or other Hostility (whether declared or not); or 
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● Any hazardous situation created outside the control of either party such as a riot, disorder, 

nuclear leak or explosion, or act or threat of terrorism. 

Bad Faith Inducement: Photographer is not obligated to accept all projects. In accepting Client’s request 

for services, Photographer determined that providing its photography services for Client’s wedding and 

surrounding events are consistent with and does not conflict with Photographer’s religious and artistic 

beliefs and judgment and editorial discretion. However, Photographer may terminate this agreement if 

Photographer later determines that providing such services will effectively communicate or advance 

messages that conflict with Photographer’s religious or artistic beliefs. If this occurs due to Client’s 

material misrepresentation or fraudulent inducement, Photographer shall be entitled to compensation for 

the services as they would have been rendered. 
Failure to Perform Services. In the event Photographer cannot or will not perform its obligations in any 

or all parts of this Agreement, it (or a responsible party) will: 

● Immediately give notice to Client via the Notice provisions detailed in this Agreement; and 

● Issue a refund or credit based on a reasonably accurate percentage of Services rendered or 

find a reasonable replacement to render Services; and 

● Excuse Client of any further performance and/or payment obligations in this Agreement. 

 

General Provisions 
Governing Law. Kentucky law governs all matters arising out of or relating to this Agreement. 

Severability. If any portion of this Agreement is deemed to be illegal or unenforceable, the remaining 

provisions of this Agreement remain in full force. 

Notice. Parties shall provide effective notice (“Notice”) to each other via either of the following methods of 

delivery at the date and time which the Notice is sent: 

1. Email 
1. Photographer Email:  
2. Client Email(s):  

2. Mail 
1. Photographer's Address:  
2. Client Address(es):   

Merger. This Agreement constitutes the final, exclusive agreement between the parties relating to the 

Services contained in this Agreement. All earlier and contemporaneous negotiations and agreements 

between the parties on the matters contained in this Agreement are expressly merged into and 

superseded by this Agreement. 

Amendment. The parties may only amend this Agreement by written consent via Notice. 

Dispute Resolution. If the Parties cannot resolve a dispute or potential claim by means of good-faith 

negotiation, then the Parties will make a reasonable attempt to resolve their dispute through Alternative 

Dispute Resolution or Mediation before filing a civil cause of action. 
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Headings. Headings and titles are provided in this Agreement for convenience only and will not be 

construed as part of this Agreement. 

 

Exhibit A 
Model Release 

Future Use. Photographer may publish or submit for publication any photograph she owns that is 

produced in the course of fulfilling this Agreement for any reasonable and related purpose of 

Photographer’s business, such as, but not limited to publication in: 

● Photographer’s own blog;  

● third party blogs; 

● magazines; 

● publications; 

● advertisements;  

● stock photography sales; and 

● any other reasonable commercial purpose. 

  

Notification of Use. Photographer is not obligated to notify Client or anyone in photographs of 

Photographer’s publication or other use of any image or images. 

Model Release. Client releases her image and likeness for use in any of Photographer’s images and 

understands these images may be used for any purpose of or relating to Photographer’s business. .  

  

Other subjects agree and understand as signed below: 

 
 
Signatures 
 

Date

 
_________________________________ 
Photographer 

  
_________________________________  

 
 
_________________________________ 
Client  

__________________________________
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Boutique Editing Services Agreement 
Entered into on ________________. 

  

Parties: 

Chelsey Nelson Photography LLC 

Known as "Editor" 

and 

_______________________________________ 

Known as "Client" 

Collectively, all of the above people or businesses entering this Agreement will be referred to as the 

"Parties." 

Purpose of the Agreement 
Client wishes to hire Editor to provide services relating to Client’s editing and enhancement services as 

detailed in this Agreement. Editor has agreed to provide such services according to the terms of this 

Agreement and pursuant to the Beliefs, Purposes, and Practices of Chelsey Nelson Photography, LLC. 

 

Editor’s Brand and Goodwill  
Editor is a for-profit Limited Liability Company that exists to create positive stories celebrating beauty, 

goodness, and truth. As such, Editor exercises artistic and editorial judgment, creates artwork, and uses 

its platform to promote these values, which are informed and defined by distinct religious and artistic 

beliefs. Editor reserves the right to and shall decline any work or project that promotes messages, events, 

services, actions, products, or organizations inconsistent with these beliefs, including works that demean 

people, condone racism, sexually objectify someone, celebrate pornographic, vulgar, or obscene 

material, or otherwise contradict Editor’s artistic or religious beliefs. These values form Editor’s unique 

brand and goodwill (“Brand and/or Goodwill”). The Parties understand and acknowledge that Editor 

derives significant meaning and value from its Brand and Goodwill. 
 

Services 
Editor shall provide Client with the following services and/or products ("Services"): Boutique Editing 

Services. 
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Delivery of Services 
Delivery of Services. Editor will provide all Services within 10 days of receiving each individual gallery to 

edit unless otherwise specified in this Agreement. Culling services may lengthen turnaround times by 1-2 

days. 

 

Cost, Fees and Payment 
Cost. The total cost ("Total Cost") for all Services is due in full within 5 days of gallery file delivery. Client 

shall pay the Total Cost to Editor as follows: $0.__ cents per edited and enhanced image, and $0.___ 

cents per culled image (using the image count when full unedited gallery is received). 

Editor will send Client payment requests via Honeybook. 

 

Services, Products, Schedule and Storage 
Package. Client chooses Editor's Boutique Editing Services package. 

Services. In this Agreement, “Services” means any and/or all of the services included in this section. 

Editor shall provide Client with: 

● Color Correction 

● Straightening 

● Noise Reduction 

● Black & White Conversion 

● Editing & Enhancement 
● Culling (when specified) 

Schedule. Editor shall deliver edited images no later than 10 days after receiving images or 12 days 
after receiving images if culling services are requested to provide Client with Services unless Editor 

gives written notice to Client, understanding that emergencies and peak editing seasons can lengthen 

turnaround time. If images are delivered to Editor after 5:00pm Eastern time, the 10 day turnover 

schedule will begin the next business day.  

Image Storage. Digital copies of Smart Previews produced in the course of fulfilling this Agreement will 

be stored until delivery of final images and/or products. After 5 days of delivery of final images and/or 

products Client releases Editor from any and all liability for lost or damaged files or photographs. 

 

Intellectual Property 
Copyright Ownership. Editor’s editing and enhancement techniques create derivative works protected 

by copyright law. Client agrees and represents that the subject matter and intended use of Editor’s 

derivative works does not conflict with or compromises Editor’s Brand or Goodwill. By virtue of this 

agreement, Editor agrees to transfer to Client all copyrights in any and all work(s) Editor creates or 

produces pursuant to federal copyright law (Title 17, Chapter 2, Section 201-02 of the United States 

App. 38

Case 3:19-cv-00851-JRW   Document 3-4   Filed 11/19/19   Page 38 of 509 PageID #: 198

CNP MSJ 00118

Case 3:19-cv-00851-BJB-CHL   Document 92-6   Filed 09/01/21   Page 49 of 258 PageID #:
3023



3 
 

Code), whether registered or unregistered. Any and all products, whether tangible or intangible, produced 

or created in connection with, or in the process of fulfilling this Agreement, are expressly and solely 

owned by Client and may be used in the reasonable course of Client’s business. 

Permitted Uses of Product(s). Editor grants to Client a non-exclusive license of product(s) produced 

with and for Client for personal and commercial use. 

 

Works Created Pursuant to the Agreement 
In exchange for payment, Editor transfers ownership in full of all original works and intellectual property 

created by Editor during the course of completing the Services for Client. Editor’s transfer of these works 

and intellectual property rights is contingent on Client’s full and honest disclosure of the subject matter of, 

intended use of, and purpose for the derivative works. Client agrees to disclose information about the 

subject matter and any use of Editor-produced derivative works that threatens or compromises the 

integrity of Editor’s Brand or Goodwill. Client understands that Editor relies on Client’s representations of 

subject matter and intended use when evaluating whether to accept the project. Client agrees that any 

misuse in violation of this agreement or material misrepresentation or omission with respect to Client’s 

subject matter or intended use of the works shall render transfer of ownership and intellectual property 

rights null and void. Similarly, such material misrepresentations or omissions shall result in the immediate 

termination of any license granted to Client by Editor. 

 

No Guarantee of Work 
This Agreement is not a guarantee of work by Client to Editor. This Agreement shall only state the 

Services to be provided by Editor as requested by Client. 

 

Independent Contractor Status 
Editor is an “Independent Contractor” and not an employee of Client. 

  

Non-Exclusive Agreement 
This Agreement is non-exclusive; Client may hire other people to provide similar services as being 

provided by Editor. Editor may provide services to third parties as well. 

 

Termination Before Expiration or Completion 
By Client. Client may terminate this Agreement at any time by giving written notice to Editor.  

Upon termination, Client shall be responsible for compensation to Editor for Services rendered prior to 

Editor's notice of termination.  
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By Editor. With reasonable cause, such as Client’s failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement, 

Editor may terminate this Agreement effective immediately upon giving written notice to Client. Editor may 

terminate this Agreement for any reason by giving thirty (30) days’ written notice to Client. 

No Obligation to Take Projects. Editor is not obligated to accept all projects. In accepting Client’s 

request for services, Editor determined that Client’s project is consistent with or provides no conflict for 

Editor’s religious and artistic beliefs. However, Editor may terminate this agreement if it later determines 

that the project will ultimately communicate or advance messages or promote events, services, products, 

causes, or organizations that conflict with Editor’s religious or artistic beliefs or will compromise Editor’s 

Brand or Goodwill. If Editor, in its sole discretion, makes this determination, the agreement shall terminate 

and neither party shall be entitled to compensation or payment. However, if project termination results 

from Client’s misrepresentation or concealment of the project, Client shall not be relieved of its obligation 

to pay Editor. 

 

No Fringe Benefits or Workers’ Compensation Insurance 
Fringe Benefits. Editor understands that it is not eligible to participate in any of Client's employee benefit 

programs, including pension, profit sharing, health care, vacation pay, sick pay, or other fringe benefit 

plan.  
Workers’ Compensation. Editor acknowledges and agrees that Client is not responsible for payment of 

workers’ compensation insurance since the relationship is that of an independent contractor. 

 

Federal and State Taxes 
Editor shall pay all taxes incurred while performing Services under this Agreement, including all 

applicable income taxes, and self-employment taxes. Client will not withhold FICA (Social Security and 

Medicare taxes) from Editor's payments or make FICA payments on Editor's behalf.   

 

Editor’s Duty of Confidentiality 
Editor agrees that it will not, at any time, use or disclose any of Client's Confidential Information or any 

materials or information which Editor should reasonably expect to be confidential, including personal 

information related to Client's clients. Editor agrees that all Confidential Information is, and shall remain, 

the sole property of Client. Upon request, Editor shall promptly return to Client all materials containing or 

otherwise pertaining to Confidential Information. Editor agrees to not disclose business practices or 

techniques used by Client to any third parties. 

 

Artistic Release 
Style. Client has spent a satisfactory amount of time reviewing Editor’s work and has a reasonable 

expectation that Editor will perform the Services in a manner and style similar to Editor’s other work. 
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Consistent with Editor’s own artistic style and judgment, Editor will strive to produce edited and enhanced 

images in harmony with and not inconsistent with Client's portfolio unless otherwise specified in this 

Agreement. 

Consistency. Editor will use reasonable efforts to ensure Client's desired Services are produced in a 

style and manner in harmony with and not inconsistent with Client's current portfolio. Editor will try to 

incorporate reasonable suggestions made by Client. However, Client understands and agrees that: 

1. Every client and project are different, with different tastes, budgets, and needs; 

2. Services are often a subjective art and Editor has an ever-evolving style and 

technique to reflect the Client's work; 

3. Editor will use its artistic judgment and exercise its editorial and artistic discretion 

when providing Services for Client, which may not include strict adherence to 

Client’s suggestions; 

4. Although Editor will use reasonable efforts to incorporate Client’s suggestions and 

desires when providing Client with the Services, Editor shall have ultimate editorial 

judgment and control regarding the aesthetic judgment and artistic quality of the 

Services; 

5. Dissatisfaction with Editor's editorial judgment and control or artistic ability are not 

valid reasons for termination of this Agreement or request of any monies returned. 

 

Limit of Liability 
Maximum Damages. Client agrees that the maximum amount of damages he or she is entitled to in any 

claim relating to this Agreement or Services provided in this Agreement are not to exceed the Total Cost 

of Services provided by Editor. 

Loss of Product. In the event that any or all product(s) are lost, such as damage to or loss of a 

component of the product necessary for final delivery, Editor shall refund Client a pro-rated portion of the 

Total Cost based on the amount of Services that were completed/provided against the amount of 

Services that were agreed to be completed/provided. 

Indemnification. Client agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Editor and its affiliates, 

employees, agents and independent contractors for any injury, property damage, liability, claim or other 

cause of action arising out of or related to Services and/or product(s) Editor provides to Client. 

 

Cancellation, Rescheduling and No-Shows 
Cancellation, Rescheduling of Services or No-Show Client. If Client desires to cancel Services, 

reschedule Services, or if it becomes impossible for Editor to render Services due to the fault of the Client 

or third parties related to Client, such as failure to deliver the gallery file or failure of one or more essential 

third parties to adhere to an agreed upon schedule for the production of the gallery file in a timely manner, 

Client shall provide notice to Editor as soon as possible via the Notice provisions detailed in this 
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Agreement. Editor has no obligation to attempt to re-book further Services to fill the void created by 

Client’s cancellation, rescheduling, no-show or if it becomes impossible for Editor to provide the Services 

due to the fault of Client (or third parties related to Client), and Editor will not be obligated to refund any 

monies Client has previously paid towards the Total Cost. Client is not relieved of any payment 

obligations for cancelled Services, rescheduled Services, failing to adhere to the agreed upon schedule 

for the Services, or should it become impossible for Editor to provide the Services due to the fault of 

Client (or third parties related to Client) unless the Parties otherwise agree in writing. For instance, if 

Editor is able to secure another, unrelated client for Services, then Editor may choose, at its sole 

discretion, to excuse all (or a portion of) Client's outstanding balance of the Total Cost.  

 

Impossibility 
Force Majeure. Notwithstanding the above, either party may choose to be excused of any further 

performance obligations in the event of a disastrous occurrence outside the control of either party, such 

as, but not limited to: 

1. A natural disaster (fires, explosions, earthquakes, hurricane, flooding, storms or 

infestation); or 

2. War, Invasion, Act of Foreign Enemies, Embargo, or other Hostility (whether 

declared or not); or 

3. Any hazardous situation created outside the control of either party such as a riot, 

disorder, nuclear leak or explosion, or act or threat of terrorism. 

Failure to Perform Services. In the event Editor cannot or will not perform its obligations in any or all 

parts of this Agreement, it (or a responsible party) will: 

1. Immediately give Notice to Client via the Notice provisions detailed in this 

Agreement; and 

2. Issue a refund or credit based on a reasonably accurate percentage of Services 

rendered; and 

3. Excuse Client of any further performance and/or payment obligations in this 

Agreement. 

 

General Provisions 
Governing Law. The laws of Kentucky govern all matters arising out of or relating to this Agreement, 

including torts. 

Severability. If any portion of this Agreement is deemed to be illegal or unenforceable, the remaining 

provisions of this Agreement remain in full force. 

Notice. Parties shall provide effective notice (“Notice”) to each other via either of the following methods of 

delivery at the date and time which the Notice is sent: 

1. Email 
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1. Editor's Email:  
2. Client Email:  

Merger. This Agreement constitutes the final, exclusive agreement between the Parties relating to the 

Editing and Services contained in this Agreement. All earlier and contemporaneous negotiations and 

agreements between the Parties on the matters contained in this Agreement are expressly merged into 

and superseded by this Agreement. 

Amendment. The Parties may amend this Agreement only by the Parties’ written consent via proper 

Notice. 

 

 

 

Signatures 

 

 

Date 

 

_________________________________ 

Editor 

_________________________________

 
 
_________________________________ 
Client 
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
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Hello Bride-to-be and Welcome! This is such an exciting time for you! I’m sure your mind 

is racing with all that needs to be planned.  It’s all very exciting , but it can also be somewhat 

overwhelming. You’re planning the day that you’ve been anticipating your whole life and 

yet you only get one shot at it!  By the time you get the hang of it, the planning is over! My 

goal as a wedding photographer is to make this one aspect of the planning processs simple.  

Photography is more than just images, it’s a real part of your day.  Not only do you deserve 

beautiful images, you also deserve an amazing photographic experience.  The goal of this guide 

is to help you plan your wedding day in a way that will  allow me to provide you with the BEST 

experience possible.  Since we’re official, the next step is to plan your engagement session and 

then start chatting about wedding day details as we get closer to your date! I’m beyond excited 

to be working with you!!  I cannot wait to get to know you two during your engagement 

session.  Hugo says hi, too! 

W E L C O M E

2
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G E T  T O  K N O W  C H E L S E Y

W E D D I N G  D A Y 
F A V O R I T E S

You may not realize this but every photographer has parts of the wedding day that they favor!  You can read through three of 
my favorite parts of the wedding day and why these moments are close to my heart! 

You may have already gotten a hint of this already... but I LOVE what I do! 
Documenting your wedding day is such an honor! Since we’ll be spending a lot 
of time together on the big day, I want to make sure you really feel like you	  
know me! So,  here are some basic...				  

BRIDAL DETAILS

I love starting off the day with 
beautiful details! I consider this my 
“warm up” time.  These details allow 
me to be creative from the moment I 
begin shooting on your wedding day I 
love having this time to prepare for the 
rest of your day.				  
			 

Portrait time with the bride and 
groom is hands down my favorite part 
of the day!  This is when I produce 
my best work and when my couples 
really get to enjoy their wedding day.  
I especially love the moment when the 
groom sees his bride for the first time! 
If I  could photograph first looks all 
day long, I would!  			 
					   

The first few moments after the 
ceremony are so special as well! This is 
when the couple gets to hug, laugh and 
cry with those that they are closest to. 
It’s emotional and it’s so very special! I 
love documenting this part of the day. 	
					   
		

BRIDE & GROOM
PORTRAITS

AFTER THE 
CEREMONY
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My sidekick, 

Hugo!
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Engagement Session Intro     

Engagement Prep Tips

Engagement Session Start Times

Preparing Your Groom

Sample Timeline Breakdown

Wedding s through the Seasons

Preceremony Prep

Bridal Details & Timing Tips

The First Look

The Daddy / Daughter First Look
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14
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22

24

29

37

46
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Ceremony Prep & Tips 

Planning Destination Wedding s

The Family Formals List

Your Romantic Portrait Time

Trusting the Portrait Locations

Rainy Wedding Days

Reception Planning

The Controlled Exit

Creating Your First Heirloom

Your Online Galler y Explained
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48 

52

55

56

59

60

64

68

70

72
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Now that you have picked a date, a photographer 

and probably a venue as well, you can celebrate! 

Those are some of the toughest decisions in wed-

ding planning and you can cross them off your list! 

Hooray!! Now on to the fun stuff.... like your en-

gagement session! I include engagement sessions in 

my Wedding Collections because I truly believe that 

they are a VITAL part of the entire process.  During 

your engagement session, you’ll have the chance to 

get to know me, experience how I shoot and how I 

handle posing and lighting.  This session will make 

a HUGE impact on how the wedding day flows.  I’ll 

arrive on your wedding day already knowing how 

you two interact, what your best poses are and how 

to photograph you in a genuine way! What I will 

learn about you during your engagement session is 

invaluable. You will feel like such a pro on your big 

day because of the great practice you had during your 

engagement session, and that’s how it should be!  

Your engagement session can be scheduled anytime 

before your wedding day. I normally suggest booking 

it at least 3-6 months in advance to avoid stress.  

I typically shoot engagements on weekday evenings, 

normally from 5-7pm depending on the light and 

the time of the year. In the winter months, 3-5pm 

is a normal time frame for an e-shoot!  As you start 

to plan for your engagement shoot, you will need to 

start brainstorming about location ideas.  I LOVE it 

when couples pick a location that is special or sen-

timental to them in some way! If you can’t think of 

anywhere specific that you would like to shoot, I can 

help you decide on a location.  As long as the light 

is great, I can make ANY location look awesome!  I 

can shoot at farms, campuses, downtown alleys - you 

name it! I’m serious! Do not shy away from crazy 

ideas!  The more creative, the better. Be sure to keep 

reading to find out more about outfit ideas and in-

spiration!

8

E N G A G E M E N T

S E S S I O N

Y O U R
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It’s always a little intimidating to have your picture taken .... even if it’s just a photo on an iphone that 

is taken by a friend.  We still want to look nice, make sure nothing is in our teeth and that our hair is 

behaving!  I realize that preparing for your engagement session can be a little overwhelming.  Here are 

some tips for outfits and accessories that will make the e-shoot preparation a little more managable!

-  Don’t try to MATCH...try to pick outfits and accessories 
that coordinate instead.  If everyone wore the same exact color 
at their e-shoot, how boring would those images be?  

-  Don’t be afraid to be BOLD!  Accessorize and make your 
outfits your own! Scarves, bold necklaces and fun shoes are al-
ways welcomed!

-  MOST PATTERNS are actually ok.... however, graphics are 
not favorable for portraits.  If you’re wearing a pattern, make 
sure it’s not overwhelming and distracting.

-  Be sure to check out my Pinterest boards for more outfit in-
spiration if you’re having trouble!

-  Empty your pockets! Literally.  You don’t want to have key 
chains or phones showing through your pockets. (This is for 
the guys especially!)

-  Most often, couples like to have one casual, everyday outfit 
and then one outfit that is dressier!  This will give your shoot 
two totally different “looks”.  I recommend beginning with the 
dressy outfit first!

-  Make sure you’re comfortable in what you’re wearing. And 
ladies, if the top is super low cut, that will limit the amount of 
angles I can shoot from. 

-   BE ON TIME!  The sun is only out for so long ! The later you 
arrive, the less time we have to shoot! And nobody wants that!

-  Clean the ring! I love to shoot a few rings shots while you 
change outfits!  The cleaner  the better!

-  Relax! You don’t have to be a pro at this. I’m going to help 
you along the way and it’s going to be a blast! Enjoy this time 
together, and make a date out of it! Plan dinner afterwards and 
celebrate! 

9
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D A Y
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Every bride loves having those beau-

tiful shots of her bridal details.  It’s 

an important part of the story and I 

love having some time to shoot the 

dress, shoes, jewelry, invitations, etc.  

These shots allow me to get warmed 

up for the rest of the big day. I nor-

mally like to allow at least 45 min-

utes for this part of the day.  While 

I’m shooting details, I’m also captur-

ing some shots of the bride and her 

girls getting ready! If the groom is 

getting ready nearby,  my assistant 

will begin photographing the boys 

close to 40 minutes before the first 

look since it always takes them less 

time to get dressed! 

After the details have been photo-

graphed, it’s time for the bride to 

get into her dress! This is a big mo-

ment! I usually ask the mother of 

the bride and all of the bridesmaids 

to be dressed by the time the bride 

is ready to get into her dress. This 

ensures that everyone will look nice 

in those images.  After the bride is in 

her gown,  she can put on her jewelry, 

veil, shoes, etc. and I will shoot some 

additional bridal portraits!  

This is one of my favorite parts of the 

wedding day!  I will find the perfect 

location for my couple’s First Look 

prior to the getting ready portion of 

the day! Don’t stress about that one 

bit! I will make sure the location is 

private and as secluded as possible.

17

S A M P L E  T I M E L I N E

Bridal Details
2:30-3:15

Bridal Prep
3:15-3:45

First Look
4:00
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If the reception is in the same loca-

tion as the ceremony, I will use this 

time to shoot the reception decor 

UNTOUCHED.  If the ceremony 

and reception are in different 

locations, I recommend having a 

cocktail hour outside of the main 

reception area if possible so that I 

can grab some great shots of your 

reception before the night begins 

and guests start laying down purses 

and coats on their seats! 

It’s time to get married! Most cere-

monies are 30 minutes long.  If your 

ceremony is longer than 30 mins, 

we’ll make adjustments to the time-

line. Cherish these moments. Your 

ceremony will pass by so quickly! 

We’ll need about 30 mintues for 

family formals and I will send a 

questionnaire before the wedding 

where you can list out the shots that 

you want.  I recommend shooting 

portraits outdoors if possible so that 

they resemble more natural family 

portraits, especially if the ceremony 

location is dark! 

Family formals normally take place 

immediately following the ceremo-

ny.  It’s best to save all of the family 

formals until after the ceremony be-

cause ALL family members will be 

present at that time. 

19

T H E  T I M E L I N E  C O N T I N U E D . . .

Reception Details
5:30-5:50

6:00-6:30
Ceremony

Family Portraits
6:40-7:10
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7:00pm is the BEST time of day for 

portraits in the late spring, summer 

and early fall! This is when the sun 

is glowy and golden. I love having a 

few extra minutes with the bride and 

groom to take a few “Just Married” 

portraits right after family formals! 

This is when the bridal party lines 

up for introductions and the party 

begins! By this part of the day, my 

timeline isn’t as strict. I work off of 

the natural light  and so after the 

sun is set, my portrait time is over 

and I begin focusing on the recep-

tion events! 

I include 8 hours of coverage so that 

I can be present for the main events 

of the reception and about an hour 

of dancing!  If you’re interested in 

having your exit photographed, 

there are several options for this!  

You can either add additional cover-

age or plan a faux exit with just your 

bridal party!  We have had GREAT 

success with this and the party never 

stops! Email me about this if you’re 

interested in learning more! 

DETAILS & PREP : 1.5 HOURS

FIRST LOOK & PORTRAITS : 30-40 MINS

BRIDAL PARTY : 30-40 MINS

FAMILY FORMALS: 30 MINS

EXTRA PORTRAIT TIME  :  AS MUCH TIME AS YOU’LL 

GIVE ME!

A Few “Just Married”
Portraits
7:15-7:30

Reception Begins!
7:30

10:30
The Exit

APPROXIMATE TIMES:

20
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This portion really sets the stage for the entire wedding 

day.  The next few pages will share tips and tricks that 

will ensure a seamless morning of bridal preparation 

and beautiful portraits! 
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L e t  t h e  d a y  b e g i n ! 
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It’s the morning of your wedding! Hopefully all of the 

little details are taken care of and you’re relaxing with 

your best friends while your hair is being done. If cer-

tain items haven’t been checked off of the to-do list, it’s 

time to hand them over to someone else. Delegation is 

a key part of a stress-free wedding day.  I know it’s hard 

to hand over the decorating duties and all of the last 

minute things that need to be done, but it really is im-

portant to relax the morning of your wedding. The rest 

of the day is going to be fast paced and filled with a lot 

of emotions! Take advantage of this down time.  There 

are a few things to consider about the “getting ready” 

portion of the day.  Do you want to share a “first look” 

with your dad or any other person who plays a huge role 

in your life? 

Will you and your groom be exchanging gifts during 

this time? If so, who would you like to deliver them? 

Are there certain women in your life who would ap-

preciate seeing you get into your gown? Some brides 

want very few people around for this moment. Other 

brides love having aunts and grandmas present! It’s 

totally up to you!  A few other things to consider.... as 

you get ready to put your dress on, refrain from put-

ting any jewelry on.  I love shooting all of those final 

steps once you’re in your gown!  Speaking of the gown, 

if your gown is on a plastic hanger, try to make a note 

to bring a wooden hanger along for picture sake. If you 

forget, no big deal! I’m a pro at finding wooden hangers 

at venues! Keep reading along for more “getting ready” 

tips to help you prepare!
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By having just a  simple window in the bridal 

prep area, I am able to create beautiful portraits 

with soft light.  I prefer natural light so the more 

windows, the better! 

W I N D O W
E F F E C T

T H E
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The whole day begins with the DETAILS!  This is one of my favorite parts of the wedding day, because it allows me to 

prepare and get my creative side warmed up for the rest of the day! I photograph a bride’s details in a way that matches and 

showcases the style of the entire wedding day.  So, in some ways, the details set the stage for the look of the whole wedding 

and I love having ample time to stylize, and shoot everything from the dress, to the jewelry, to grandma’s handkerchief !  

To the right, you’ll find a list of the most common details that I shoot.  I ask brides to gather any details they have before 

I arrive so that I can walk in, say hello, give you a big hug and then begin with all the goodies!  (Please assure your mom 

that I will take GREAT care of the dress, I promise!)
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D E T A I L

E V E R Y
LIT TLE

R I N G S ,  S H O E S ,  J E W E L S  . . .
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W H A T  T O  B R I N G {
d r e s s

v e i l  /  h a i r  p i e c e s
r i n g s  ( a l l  t h r e e )

s h o e s
b o u q u e t  &  b o u t

j e w e l r y
p e r f u m e

i n v i t a t i o n  s u i t e
b o r r o w e d  &  b l u e
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D A Y - O F  R E M I N D E R S
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If possible, collect all of your details before I arrive so that I can begin quickly and have more 

time for some “getting ready” shots of you and your girls! 

Don’t forget the Bouquet! Have the bouquets and bouts delivered to the bride before the first 

look so that she can have her bouquet in her portraits. No worries, if it’s hot, we’ll be sure to 

keep it in water as much as possible before the ceremony!

32

G AT H E R
the goods.

E X T R A
elements.

K E E P
all three 

ring s.

B R I N G
the bouquet.

The most common detail missing when I arrive are the rings! Moms, officiants and planners 

will tell you to hand over your wedding band to the best man before the day begins. How-

ever, it’s actually better to hand it over during the bridal party portraits so that I can shoot 

some great ring shots in the AM!  If you forget, no worries, I can always shoot the ring shot 

at the reception  if there is extra time!

Sometimes, depending on the theme and “look” of the wedding day, there may be some

extra elements that you could include when you gather your details.  For eample, if you’re 

having a country themed wedding, you could include a piece of burlap or lace.  If you’re  hav-

ing a rustic themed wedding that includes some wooden elements, maybe save a small piece 

of wood for me to use when I’m shooting your rings and jewerly.  This REALLY makes for 

beautiful, consistent album spreads!
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When you’re planning a wedding day timeline, the best advice I could give is 

to ADD CUSHION TIME!  Sometimes the most simple things can take an 

extra 20 minutes and then all of a sudden, the whole morning is thrown off.  

I have seen “getting the bride in her dress” take almost 40 minutes because of 

a button malfunction.  It’s a smart idea to add in an extra ten minutes here 

and there so that we have some wiggle room to work with!  This way, if one 

part of the day gets thrown off by 20 minutes, I can help you compensate that 

time in other areas.  There are so many different things to think about when 

you’re planning a wedding day, and so here are some tips for the preceremony 

timeline! I realize that every single wedding day is different and so not all of 

these tips will apply to every wedding day schedule.  Something else to con-

sider is that not EVERYTHING will go as planned, and I promise you,  that 

is completely normal. 

You will need your Bouquet & 

Bouts for your First Look! Have 

them delivered to the room 

where the bride is getting ready. 

I encourage brides to have at 

least their makeup done be-

fore I start because who wants 

a ton of shots without their 

makeup on?! Nobody.

My second shooter will photo-

graph the guys getting ready if 

they are getting ready in the same 

location as the bride or within 

10-15 mins. 

Be sure to think about the travel 

time and TRAFFIC to and 

from your getting ready location 

and your venue! 

BOUQUETS 
AND BOUTS

HAIR & 
MAKEUPTRAVEL TIME

GROOMSMEN  
PREP
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I’ll instruct you to get into your 

dress close to a window and it 

would be fabulous to have your 

bridemaids dressed when you’re 

getting in your gown!

A 10 minute cushion every now 

and then is a GREAT idea! It’s 

amazing how fast time slips away 

the day of ! 
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T I M I N G  T I P S

GETTING IN
THE DRESS

CREATE A 
 CUSHION
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Your first look  is an amazing part of your wedding day!  If you aren’t 

sure about this tradition, the next few pages will explain why it would 

be a romantic addition to your wedding day celebration that not 

only adds to the experience but also reduces stress.  Please know that 

I would never want any of my couples to feel pressured to go with 

this option.  However, I do want to make sure that I share all of the 

benefits of a first look, because there is a reason so many couples do 

this and LOVE it!   

Y O U R  F I R S T  L O O K
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F I R S T  L O O K
explained

T H E

I  have confessed my deep love for “First Looks” numerous times.  

There is a reason for this. They’re AWESOME! However, not 

everyone is aware of how awesome they are, because they get 

caught up in how “non-traditional” it is, and they immediately 

write it off.  I can talk about those brides because I was one of 

them! I wanted a REACTION….I wanted Derrik to be so sur-

prised and overcome with joy when I walked down the aisle that 

he bawled at the first sight of me!  Isn’t that EVERY girl’s dream? 

Who doesn’t want that reaction? Luckily, you can have the best 

of both worlds.

 

After experiencing my own wedding and shooting many oth-

ers…. I’ve come to this conclusion.  Some brides love “tradi-

tions”…. but what a bride REALLY wants when it comes to her 

groom seeing her for the first time, is a REACTION.  Those who 

are not interested in a First Look usually think that by seeing 

each other beforehand, they will lose part of that reaction. They 

also assume that it will not be as emotional or as intimate as it 

would be if they were coming down the aisle. What I have found 

(this is starting to sound like a research paper!) is so ironic!  

Everyone knows that wedding days are a bit stressful for the 

bride and groom.  

The whole day is focused on them, they need to look their best, 

they need to be on time, the groom has no idea what side the 

boutonniere is supposed to go on and little by little… the tension 

grows.

It’s before the ceremony and the gravity of what is about to hap-

pen starts to sink in and the calm, collected groom who was play-

ing golf just a few short hours ago is now starting to feel a little 

anxious. So what happens next?  The groom waits in a little room 

somewhere for his que from the coordinator.  It seems like it’s 

taking FOREVER.  Finally, the coordinator leans her head in 

and hurries the groom to get ready.  With clammy hands, the 

groom enters the ceremony and what does he find? …. he finds 

anywhere from 80-300 people and they’re all looking where? 

Right at his face… because everyone has expectations and antici-

pation about his first reaction. This is the farthest thing from a 

private, intimate moment. Sure, it’s SO powerful and SO won-

derful.  It’s magical….. But when a bride walk down the aisle… 

their groom doesn’t have to be a nervous wreck…especially if he’s 

spent the morning with his bride and best friends - the pressure is 

OFF.  By the time the ceremony rolls around, he’s ready to 

ENJOY their beautiful day!

The nerves were gone and when the nerves are gone… true emo-

tions are free to be expressed. And OH are they expressed!  So if I 

were to condense what I just wrote… basically, Grooms normally 

become incredibly nervous on wedding days…. even if they seem 

cool and collected.   
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 For most grooms, the nerves kick in before they see their bride 

because when they see her, everything becomes VERY real! So 

when the nerves start creeping up, instead of keeping the groom 

in a secluded space until his time to enter the ceremony, what if 

you took him to a private place… no people, no on-lookers, no 

distractions…. and  you let his beautiful bride, the love of his life, 

quietly call his name and have him turn around to see her for the 

first time.  He would turn around and finally get his first look 

at his stunning bride and not only would he get to see her… he 

could embrace her… cry with her…. kiss her… and ENJOY that 

moment with her for as LONG as they wanted. As she shows 

him her dress, twirls a few times and then asks him what he 

thinks… his nerves start to diminish. After all, she’s the one who 

can make him most comfortable anyway.

Because they aren’t on a time crunch… they casually move into 

their romantic portraits.  No one is around, the coordinator isn’t 

announcing “15 minutes left”, and there’s no pressure.  It’s just 

the two of them and their photographer….. capturing the excite-

ment and the joy of their wedding day. This is their time to be 

TOGETHER…and to be ALONE. When does that happen on 

a wedding day? Without a First Look…. it doesn’t.  After their 

romantic portraits are done, they meet up with their best friends.  

Their bridal party joins them and because they still have plenty 

of time to spare… the bride touches up a little makeup while the 

boys act like boys.  After a few minutes the bridal party portraits 

begin and they’re FUN. They’re FUN, because there is time to 

make them FUN.

There aren’t any guests waiting impatiently at the cocktail hour 

and there isn’t a DJ coming to find the photographer to get a 

time check.  It’s wonderful!  

After portraits are done, the girls and guys separate and prepare 

for the ceremony.  The guests begin to arrive and the ushers are 

in place. Pretty soon it’s time for the processional music to be-

gin and one by one, the bridesmaids make their way down to 

the front of the ceremony.  As the groom clasps his hands… they 

aren’t clasped out of nervousness but excitement.  The music 

builds, the mother of the bride stands and all of the guests follow 

her lead.  The groom looks up, and here comes the BRIDE!!! His 

best friend, his companion, his sweetheart…..she’s stunning…. 

ABSOLUTELY stunning.  The closer she gets, the bigger he 

smiles.

Now let me put a disclaimer on here before we continue…my 

clients are not required to do a First Look by any means! I don’t 

want to push anything on them. However, I’ve seen the benefits 

of a first look over and over again, and so I only share this because 

I want the BEST for my couples!! It’s totally ok if couples choose 

not to share a first look.  It’s just my preference to do one for 

many reasons.... Keep reading to find out more of the benefits 

of sharing your first look privately. For brides not interested in a 

First Look, lets start chatting soon about how we’ll create a spe-

cial timeline to fit everything in!  
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You’re investing a lot into your wedding photography. With a first look, you’ll receive 40% MORE portraits of the two of 

you… and those are the images you will decorate your first home with! (Believe me, our house is full of our portraits!)  With a 

first look, you make the most out of this large investment and get the most for your money.

You actually get to have intimate time on your wedding day with your man. Most brides don’t realize that when you come 

down the aisle and totally SHOCK him with your gorgeous-ness… he can’t even tell you how amazing you look.  He can’t 

touch you, embrace you or even SPEAK to you. You have to wait until 30 minutes later when the ceremony is over for him to 

react and tell you how amazing you look.  And after 30 minutes of the ceremony, the reaction isn’t the same as the initial first 

glance.

First Looks allow you to extend your wedding day.  Normally the wedding day would start when you come down the aisle, then 

the ceremony would end, you would rush through portraits so that you’re not late for the introductions and then it’s reception 

time.  With a first look, your wedding day is extended by almost 3 hours! Instead of being rushed for your bridal party por-

traits… you actually get to enjoy them and have fun hanging out with your BEST friends on your wedding day.  The WHOLE 

first half of your  wedding album could be filled with images just from this time together before the ceremony.

First Looks allow you to be TOGETHER and alone on your wedding day.  Normally portraits are a little rushed after the 

family formals, and it can be hard to really get back into that “lovey dovey” mode…. especially with family present.  When you 

have just shared your first look, you’re READY to love on each other, and I always capture some super sweet images during 

those moments!

You get rid of your nerves!  It’s normal for grooms to not be fans of it at first. However, because they have never experienced 

their wedding day before, they don’t know how nerve racking it can be.   This is an opportunity to be SO much more relaxed 

and ready for the ceremony! 
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F I R S T  L O O K  |  Why it’s Worth It

40% MORE PORTRAITS

ENJOY THE SURPRISE FREELY

EXTEND YOUR DAY BY 3 HOURS

YOUR ONLY ALONE TIME

DIMINISHES NERVES
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Bride’s, if you have never seen your man cry or get emotional, you 

can’t expect him to be overly emotional on your wedding day. Some 

guys just embrace their brides and never cry.... and that’s OK.  Some 

guys show very little emotion when their bride is coming down 

the aisle and that’s ok too.  Just enjoy this amazing day, and try not 

to put any expectations on him.  If you take this advice to heart, I 

could potentially be saving you a lot of disappointment on your day.  

One thing I’ve noticed after shooting weddings is that the stress 

and nerves that come with a wedding day can sometimes make it 

hard for some grooms to truly express their emotions.  It’s just a lot 

to take in all at once. This is a great reason to share a first look and 

also a great reason to give some grace to your guy!  Sure, you deserve 

to feel beautiful, but my encouragement to you is to enjoy this time 

together, no matter what his reaction is like! 

FOR THE BRIDE

F I R S T  L O O K
E X P E C T A T I O N S
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The Daddy / Daughter

F I R S T  L O O K

This is for all of the brides who have a sweet spot in their heart for their 

dad.  I have to admit that Daddy/Daughter first looks make me a little 

teary.  For a lot of dads, this is when everything feels real and it hits 

him... “My baby girl is getting MARRIED!”  These are precious mo-

ments to photograph and I highly encourage any daddy’s girl to make 

time in their timeline for this moment. It doesn’t take long at all! The 

hardest part is making sure dad shows up on time!  If dad doesn’t show 

up on time, the whole timeline can get thrown off, or we’ll have to skip 

the daddy/daughter first look. Another sweet idea we’ve seen is having 

the father of the bride escort the bride to her first look!  
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Here it is! The moment everyone has been waiting for!  The music is play-

ing and the guests have been seated. Ushers make their way to the back of 

the church, and the coordinator is lining up the bridesmaids while giving 

the musicians a 5 minute warning.  The bride is about to walk down the 

aisle to the love of her life..... and if she’s like most girls, she’s dreamed 

about this moment for a long time.  Vows will be shared and promises will 

be made... this is what it’s all about.  In a world full of wedding blogs, Pin-

terest and bridal magazines, it’s easy to be overwhelmed and consumed 

by the “prettiness” of the event.  While details do matter and planning 

is necessary, it’s important to never lose sight of the real purpose of this 

amazing day! 
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T H E  C E R E M O N Y
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Ceremony lighting is really important. If you get married 

outdoors at 12pm, the lighting will be extremely harsh 

and not only will there be harsh lines of light on your 

faces, you will also be squinting.  I suggest planning an 

outdoor ceremony 2 hours before sunset if you are hav-

ing a FIRST LOOK.  If you are not interested in sharing 

a first look, then I would suggest having your ceremony 

3 hours before sunset to ensure that you will have plenty 

of time for all of your portraits afterwards.  The lower the 

sun, the more romantic the lighting.  If you are having an 

indoor ceremony, it is always best to have EVEN lighting 

at the altar.  If there are two spotlights on the bride and 

groom, I will not be able to expose the rest of the bridal 

party.  It is better to have soft, even light acorss the whole 

altar. 

You have so many options do so many AMAZING 

things during your ceremony.  Some couples opt to wash-

ing each other’s feet, symbolizing that they want to serve 

each other for the rest of their life.  Some couples share in 

communion while some light a unity candle.  There are 

sand ceremonies, rope ceremonies and the signing of the 

family Bible.  The options are limitless!  As you plan your 

ceremony, make sure you design it to be exactly what the 

two of you envision it to be.  This is your day!  If you have 

the freedom to be creative, then by all means, be creative.   

L I G H T I N G
O R D E R  O F

S E R V I C E
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The BEST advice I have for the program-making process 

is to remember that not EVERY guest needs a program! 

While you may want to print a program for everyone at-

tending your wedding, most families only take one. You 

may end up with many extra programs! Also, before or-

dering your programs, have SEVERAL people check it 

for spelling and grammatical errors.  Programs and the 

ceremony decor are things that the bride can plan in  ad-

vance but  then  delegate the actual  job of setting it up to 

a friend or coordinator.  The last thing a bride needs to 

be doing the morning of her wedding is running around 

setting up floral arrangements!  This leads me into my 

next column! 

Hiring either a full event planner or just a day-of  coor-

dinator is SO important!!  Brides realize very quickly 

that if they do not have someone in charge of the co-

ordination of the day, that responsibility will automati-

cally fall on the mother of the bride, the photographer 

or the BRIDE!  When a photographer is in charge of the 

timeline and the coordination of the day, the images will 

suffer.  All of my most stressful wedding situations were 

caused by a lack of organization and coordination.  It’s so 

important to make this a priority. If you need any recom-

mendations on wedding coordination services I would 

love to share some of my favorite vendors with you! 

P R O G R A M S 
&  D E T A I L S C O O R D I N A T I O N
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If you are planning a destination wedding, a lot of the de-

tails in this guide will not apply to you!  Your details, your 

timeline and even your preparation for the big day will be 

much simpler. However, it is a good idea to start thinking 

about a few key components of the day such as: your cer-

emony time and your ceremony/portrait locations (some 

destination weddings require some  planning to find por-

trait locations without tourists in the background).  Be 

sure to check the sunset time at your wedding location 

before settling on your ceremony time.  As your wedding 

day draws closer, we’ll begin to chat about the timeline of 

the day and the travel arrangements.  Get excited!! This is 

going to be amazing!!
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DESTINATION Weddings
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F A M I L Y  F O R M A L S

Sample List for

I absolutely love meeting my couple’s families on the wedding day!  Family formals are normally my first 

interaction with them so I love to have a game plan for this part of the day.  Eight weeks before the wed-

ding, you’ll receive a questionnaire from me that will ask you to list out the family formals you want me to 

capture.  Here is a sample family formal list to help you start preparing what shots you need. I do have to 

limit the family formal time in order to ensure that we have plenty of daylight for your romantic portraits.  

However, any large family group shots that we don’t accomplish during family formals, we can be sure to 

capture at the reception! 

B&G with Bride’s Immediate Family 

(Parents, Siblings, Grandparents, Nieces, Nephews)

B&G with Bride’s Parents

B&G with Bride’s Siblings

Bride with her Parents

Bride with Mom, Bride with Dad

B&G with Bride’s Grandparents

B&G with both sets of Parents

B&G with Groom’s Immediate Family

(Parents, Siblings, Grandparents, Nieces, Nephews)

B&G with Groom’s Parents

B&G with Groom’s Siblings

Groom with his Parents

Groom with Mom, Groom with Dad

B&G with Groom’s Grandparents

B&G with all family members if time allows
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If we’re being honest, all of the wedding day images are important, but the 

real favorites are almost always from my time with the Bride and Groom!  

These romantic portraits of just the two of you will be the images that you 

frame beside your bed or over your mantle, and they will also be the images 

that will fill your album for generations to enjoy.   These images are always 

my favorite not only because of their beauty, but because this is such a sweet 

portion of the day.  For this brief moment in time, you will be alone with 

your groom on your wedding day.  You will have a chance to love on each 

other and really connect before the craziness begins!  Romantic portraits 

are normally done before the ceremony (after the “First Look”) and  then 

I LOVE shooting a few “just married” portraits after the ceremony as well! 

This is when the light is low and golden!  It’s such a romantic time for bride 

and groom portraits.  If you’re not interested in a first look, we’ll make sure 

to include a lot of time after the ceremony for these portraits.   
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R A I N Y
T H E  C A S E  O F  A

W E D D I N G  D A Y

 One of the most frequently asked questions that we receive during wedding season is “Soooo, what do you do if it 

RAINS?!”.  I want to reassure you that even if it rains, you will still have beautiful portraits and BRIGHT colors in 

your images! Overcast skies mean vibrant colors!  I know that rain isn’t ideal, and no bride would wish for rain on 

their big day, but if it happens, it happens..... and it’s going to be JUST fine!  

1. All I need to create natural light portraits on a rainy wedding day is a porch! Just one porch! 

2. Let me worry about the pictures. You have enough to think about. If there is a chance of rain, I’ll be sure to do 

some extra scouting to find a covered location or two, for us to use for you first look, romantic portraits and bridal 

party portraits. 

3. Take it one step at a time.  Don’t think about your entire day and what will happen if it rains.  That will only 

overwhelm you! Definitely have a rain plan for your venue, but then let your vendors do the work of handling the 

rest of the day if rain is in the forecast. 
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This was one of the last shots of the night before the reception and it so perfectly 
shows that the rain can’t keep us from taking beautiful images.  This was taken 
on an overcast, rainy day, right as the sun was setting.  Don’t let the fear of rain 
steal your joy.  You can’t control it, and I promise I will make the best of it!
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Lets chat about your bridal party! This is when 

the fun REALLY begins! I know from experience 

that all brides want their closest friends to have an 

AMAZING time during their big day, and I will 

make sure that happens! Bridal party portraits 

should be a ton of FUN!  After you share your first 

look, depending on the locations and the timing of 

the day, your bridal party will join us for portraits! 

If all goes well, we will be able to accomplish ALL 

of your bridal party protraits BEFORE the cer-

emony.  This means that your guys and gals will be 

free to mingle at cocktail hour if they wish!  If there 

are flower girls and ring bearers involved, they can 

either join us for the pre-ceremony portraits or we 

can  take one final group photo after the ceremony, 

before family formals.  Be sure your groomsmen ar-

rive with boutonnieres on, and your bridesmaids 

arrive with bouquets!
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Much like the ceremony, you have the freedom to make your reception your own! It’s your party, so it should be exactly how you 

want it to be! Here is a list of some key events that happen often at receptions:

- Bridal Party Introductions

- First Dance

- Daddy-Daughter Dance

- Mother-Son Dance

- Anniversary Dance 

- Money Dance

- Traditional Religious Dances

- Welcome by Father of the Bride

- Blessing 

- Cake Cutting

- Toasts

- Bouquet and Garter Toss

- Large group portraits with friends

- The exit of the Bride and Groom
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The fun has begun! It’s time to relax, dance and celebrate! Your reception should be a BLAST!  The last thing 

you need to be worrying about is your timeline. Your coordinator and DJ should take care of making sure that 

everything stays on schedule so that you can enjoy your night. Here are some tips that will help your reception 

flow smoothly. 

- GUEST CONSIDERATION : Take your guests into consideration when planning your timeline. If you 

have a lot of elderly guests that will not be staying until the very end,  make sure you schedule the cake cutting at a 

relatively early time so that they can be a part of it. Grandma’s love seeing this sweet tradition! 

- KEEP IT MOVING : Chat with your coordinator about how you can plan your reception in a way that 

will keep guests engaged and moving all night! 

-  MAKE IT YOUR OWN :  If you want to have a special dance with your grandparents, do it! Make your 

reception a reflection of who you are and don’t feel tied to traditions. Also, make sure you give your DJ or Band a 

“Do Not Play” list if there are some songs you really don’t want to hear during your reception.  

- DON’T GET CAUGHT UP in the formalities and the details. Sure, details are pretty and fun to pho-

tograph, but they can steal the joy of the day if you get too caught up in them (Just speaking from experience here). 

Plan your centerpieces, welcome table, etc. well before the wedding date, and teach your coordinator or family friend 

how to set them up so that you aren’t even thinking about those things the day of ! 

- RECEPTION COVERAGE : If you haven’t purchased enough coverage time for your photography to 

last until the exit, that’s ok! We have several options (See next page!).  I recommend planning your timeline so that 

you can have at least one hour of dancing photographed.  The guests who dance during the first hour will still be 

dancing in the third hour! One hour of  dancing will be enough time to really capture the joy of your reception! 

R E C E P T I O N  T I P S
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CONTROLLED

Exits! If your coverage ends before your exit, you have the option of planning a faux exit with your bridal 

party! This is more common than you may think.  Instead of saving your exit until the very end, you can 

plan a faux exit with just the members of your bridal party and a few family members! This allows us to 

have more control over these shots and the party NEVER has to stop! In most cases, no one even notices 

that the bride and groom are missing for a few minutes. Also, it’s almost impossible to tell that the whole 

wedding party isn’t there waving sparklers and sending off the happy couple! This idea allows couples to 

save money and still have all of the shots that they dreamed of !

EXITS 

R E C E P T I O N :
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DOWNLOADING PHOTOS:
You will be able to download your edited images directly from your online gallery, and they will be high resolution! This 

process is very simple! All you have to do is click the “downwards arrow icon” and you will be prompted to enter your 

4-digit PIN and email. Once you enter PIN and email, you will be asked if you want to download just that one photo or 

if you would like to download all photos! Your photos will download directly to your “Downloads” folder. If you opt to 

download the entire gallery, you will  be notified via email when your entire download is ready.  It takes a few minutes to 

prepare for hundreds of images to be downloaded! 

ACCESSING YOUR PHOTOS ON YOUR PHONE:
You have the option to add your Gallery to your phone’s Home Screen for easy access! If you pull up your gallery in your 

browser on your phone (Safari for iPhone, Chrome for Android), you will be able to press the “action (share) icon”, then 

select “Add to Home Screen”.  For Androids, select the “menu icon” and then “Add to Home screen”.

ORDERING PRINTS:
You can actually order professional and affordable prints from within your online gallery and have them shipped directly 

to your house!  They are printed in a professional lab to ensure color and contrast accuracy. You are more than welcome 

to print images on your own. However, I would warn you to avoid Walmart, Target and Costco. I cannot promise that 

your colors will print true-to-life if you choose to print at those stores.  If you don’t print through your gallery, I recom-

mend using Mpix.com or Artifact Uprising. 

GALLERY EXPIRATION:
I have great news! Your galleries will not expire for 1 year! Even though you will have access to your images for a long 

time, I would still recommend downloading them and saving them in multiple places for safe keeping. 

SHARING, WATERMARKING & EDITING:
You have the freedom to share your images in any way that you choose! These are your images, and I want you to love 

them so much that you can’t help but share them!  I don’t believe that it’s necessary to watermark my images.  All I ask 

for is some type of credit whenever you use an image on social media!  I only have ONE rule when it comes to what you 

can and cannot do with my work. I always encourage my clients not to re-edit their images. Let me do that hard work! 

However, if you have an image or two that you want to print at a very large size and you find an imperfection, I will gladly 

perfect it!  
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Last, but certainly not least, THANK YOU for trusting me with your special day.  I am so 

honored to be the one capturing  your memories, and I cannot WAIT to celebrate alongside 

of you! Enjoy this season of planning but also remember that your MARRIAGE is more 

important than the wedding. The wedding will come and go in a matter of hours, but your 

marriage needs to stand the test of time.  Continue to make time for one another, even with 

all that needs to get done.  As you continue to plan, please feel free to contact me with any 

questions you may have along the way!   Depending on your date,  our next step would be to 

finalize an engagement session!  Also, about 8 weeks before the wedding, you’ll receive an 

online questionnaire that will provide me with everything  I need to know for your big day! I 

hope this guide has been helpful as you continue to plan and prepare for your wedding day!  

Warmly, Chelsey

T H A N K  Y O U !
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