
 

  
 
 
  September 9, 2021 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
PLEASE READ THIS DOCUMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY 
 
John R. Garza, Esquire 
Garza Regan and Associates PC 
17 W Jefferson St Ste 100 
Rockville, MD 20850 
jgarza@garzanet.com 
 

Justin E. Fine, Esquire 
Office of the Attorney General 
Civil Division 
200 St. Paul Place 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
jfine@oag.state.md.us 
 

Re: Bethel Ministries, Inc. v. Salmon et al 
 Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-01853-SAG 
 
Dear Counsel: 
  
 Per our conference call on September 8, 2021, I am requesting that counsel submit to me 
an ex parte letter so that I can better understand your respective positions regarding settlement of 
this matter. Your letters are due by no later than Friday, October 15, 2021, and shall be submitted 
only via email to my Chambers: MDD_GLSChambers@mdd.uscourts.gov.  
 

Your letters should be short (not to exceed 5 single-spaced pages). The letters shall 
candidly set forth the following:    
 

(1) your view of the strengths and weaknesses in each side’s case, both factual 
and legal; 

 
(2) brief summary of your motion for summary judgment, including the likelihood of 

prevailing on the motion; and 
 
(3) your goal(s) for settlement/proposal on how to resolve this case. Your description 

must address the two issues that we discussed today, as well as any other issues or 
barriers that you believe exist to settlement. 

 
  
 

Case 1:19-cv-01853-SAG   Document 89   Filed 09/09/21   Page 1 of 2

mailto:jgarza@garzanet.com
mailto:jfine@oag.state.md.us
mailto:MDD_GLSChambers@mdd.uscourts.gov


Bethel Ministries, Inc. v. Salmon et al 
September 9, 2021 
Page 2 
 

 

If you want me to review any documents that you believe are critical to your evaluation of 
the case, please identify and attach copies to your letter. A paper copy of all submissions totaling 
25 pages or more should be mailed, or hand delivered, in a binder to Chambers.   

 
After reviewing your letters, my staff will be in touch with you about setting up ex parte 

calls with each of you, and a settlement conference date. 
 
The settlement conference process will be confidential and disclosure of confidential 

dispute resolution communications is prohibited.  See 28 U.S.C. § 652(d); Local Rule 607.4. 
 

Notwithstanding the informal nature of this letter, it is an Order of the Court and the Clerk 
is directed to docket it as such. 

 
I look forward to seeing your letters by no later than October 15, 2021. 
 
 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
         /s/    
The Honorable Gina L. Simms 
United States Magistrate Judge 

 
 
 

Case 1:19-cv-01853-SAG   Document 89   Filed 09/09/21   Page 2 of 2


	(3) your goal(s) for settlement/proposal on how to resolve this case. Your description must address the two issues that we discussed today, as well as any other issues or barriers that you believe exist to settlement.

