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DURANT, Okla. - During his 30-year career at South%@tern Oklahoma State
University, Dr. Bryon Clark has worn many hats — l_gghjdmg that of interim president

°cr

On April 29, the Centerville, lowa, natlv@ql be retiring as Dr. Thomas Newsom

begins his duties as the 215t preaderfti@f Southeastern.
2

Clark’s dedication and service @V\eadlng the University were formally recognized

over the last six months.

recently with a resolution f{()@ﬂ the Regional University System of Oklahoma
(RUSO) Board of Regen&s sHe was also designated with the honorary title of
Interim President Erq‘gﬁf\tus

xQ
Prior to his duf:é\s as interim president, Clark served as Vice President for

Academic\@@éirs under President Sean Burrage. He also had a stint as acting
president:
%%
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“When you look at the his@ry of Southeastern, you will not find a more significant

leader than Bryon Cla & said Burrage, who is now Vice President for Executive

Affairs at the Unlv%s y of Oklahoma. “His career spanned all facets of the
University, fro@&&e classroom to interim president. No one has done more to

impact the\j;L@ng -term success of the institution.”

O
RUS%Qe’gent Amy Anne Ford also praised Clark’s efforts.

A .
6&& a critical time, Dr. Clark stepped in and provided Southeastern with the steady
&\} guidance needed to maintain the success the University has experienced over the

past several years,” she said. “We all respect and admire the remarkable job he
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has done during some of the most challenging times ever faced by institutions of

higher learning.”

)
Clark joined the University in 1990 as an Assistant Professor in the Department WV
Biological Sciences. After earning tenure, he was promoted to Associate Profe\&c‘)r
in 1994 and Professor in 1999. Prior to his duties as Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Clark served as Chair of the Department of Biological Scienceséﬁ’ector of
General Education, Associate Dean-Dean of the School of Graduatez@nd University

Studies, and Assistant-Associate Vice President for Academic Af@rs

&4~Dr. Bryon Clark presents a program on bats at an area elementary school.
60
&\) Clark earned his Ph.D. in Biology from Kansas State University, his M.S. in Biology

from Western lllinois University, and a B.A. in Biology from Central College in lowa.
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He has been the recipient of numerous awards for teaching, research, and service,
and his study and research of bats and other small mammals made him a popular

speaker at schools throughout Oklahoma and Texas over the past several years. q/'\\
Q

He and his wife Margaret, a retired Southeastern professor, have a son, Gerali%”
who will graduate from Sherman (Texas) High School this spring and atter@‘he

University of Miami in the fall. The Clarks reside in Sherman. (Q
Q,Q
Clark’s retirement plans include travel, beekeeping, and volunte%Gr?g with the
Texas Master Naturalists. AQ’
S
oy

"As an lowa farm boy, not once did | ever dream of be¢3§a professor or interim
president, but | feel so blessed to have served as b%'fh during my 30 years at
Southeastern,” Clark said. “I have been humblee@@y the opportunities afforded to
me and hope that the lives of students, faculf)ﬁ'staﬁ, and the higher education
community have been enriched as muc Qnine. Even though | am looking
forward to the next phase of my life, l\%ﬂl always remember the people,

opportunities, and memories frontfny time at Southeastern.”
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