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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

 

DYLAN BRANDT, et al.,             PLAINTIFFS 

 

v.     Case No. 4:21-CV-00450-JM 

 

LESLIE RUTLEDGE, et al.,         DEFENDANTS 

 

PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO 

FILE MOTION FOR ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COSTS 

Plaintiffs respectfully move this Court for the entry of an order extending the deadline to 

move for attorneys’ fees and costs under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 54 until 45 days after the 

entry of a final judgment on the merits at the conclusion of the above-captioned case.  Defendants 

do not oppose the requested relief.   

In support of this Motion, Plaintiffs state as follows: 

1. On May 25, 2021, Plaintiffs filed a Complaint for Injunctive and Declaratory Relief 

(Doc. No. 1) in the above-captioned action, challenging Act 626, which bans gender-affirming 

medical care in Arkansas for transgender people under age 18.  See Act 626, to be codified at Ark. 

Code Ann.§§ 20-9-1501 to 1504 and § 23-79-164. Plaintiffs sought relief under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 

and requested reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988.  See Compl. at 

p. 46.   

2. On June 15, 2021, Plaintiffs filed a Motion for a Preliminary Injunction (Doc. No. 

11). This Court issued a Preliminary Injunction on July 21, 2021 (Doc. No. 59) enjoining 

Defendants’ enforcement of the challenged Act.   

Case 4:21-cv-00450-JM   Document 62   Filed 07/28/21   Page 1 of 3



2 

 

3. Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 54 instructs that a claim for attorney’s fees and 

related expenses must generally be made by motion, which must “be filed no later than 14 days 

after the entry of judgment” unless a statute or a court order provides otherwise.  See Fed. R. Civ. 

P. 54(d).   

4. On July 16, 2021, the Eighth Circuit issued an opinion in Spirit Lake Tribe v. 

Jaeger, No. 20-2142, 2021 WL 3008740, at *2 (8th Cir. July 16, 2021), finding, as a matter of first 

impression, that entry of an order granting a preliminary injunction constitutes an “entry of 

judgment” triggering the fourteen-day deadline to move for attorney’s fees under Federal Rule of 

Civil Procedure 54.   

5. The Eighth Circuit also made clear, however, that district courts have discretion to 

extend the deadline for the filing of motions for attorneys’ fees and costs.  Id. at *3; see also Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 6(1)(A) (“When an act may or must be done within a specified time, the court may, for 

good cause, extend the time” on a party’s motion “before the original time or its extension 

expires[.]”).  

6. Plaintiffs intend to file a motion for statutory attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in 

the above-captioned case, including fees and costs incurred in litigating their motion for a 

preliminary injunction.  However, Plaintiffs submit that it would be more efficient for the Court 

and for the parties if they file a single motion for attorneys’ fees at the conclusion of this case.  

7. In light of the Eighth Circuit’s decision in Spirit Lake Tribe, Plaintiffs respectfully 

move this Court to exercise its discretion to issue an order setting a new deadline for filing a motion 

for attorneys’ fees and costs as 45 days following the entry of a final judgment at the conclusion 

of this case.  Id.; Fed. R. Civ. P. 6(b)(1)(A), 54(d)(2)(B).   

8. As noted above, Defendants do not oppose the requested relief. 
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Dated:  July 28, 2021 Respectfully submitted,  

 

/s/ Leslie Cooper   

Leslie Cooper 

Chase Strangio* 

James Esseks 

American Civil Liberties Union 

Foundation 

125 Broad St. 

New York, NY 10004 

Telephone:  (917) 345-1742 

lcooper@aclu.org  

cstrangio@aclu.org 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

 

 

 

Beth Echols, Ark. Bar No. 2002203 

Christopher Travis, Ark. Bar No. 97093 

Drake Mann, Ark. Bar No. 87108 

Gill Ragon Owen, P.A. 

425 W. Capitol Avenue, Suite 3800 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Telephone:  (501) 376-3800 

echols@gill-law.com  

travis@gill-law.com   

mann@gill-law.com  

On behalf of the Arkansas Civil Liberties 

Union Foundation, Inc. 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

 

Sarah Everett, Ark. Bar No. 2017249 

Arkansas Civil Liberties Union 

Foundation, Inc. 

904 W. 2nd Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Telephone:  (501) 374-2842 

sarah@acluarkansas.org 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

 

 

Breean Walas, Ark. Bar No. 2006077 

Walas Law Firm, PLLC  

P.O. Box 4591 

Bozeman, MT 59772 

Telephone:  (501) 246-1067 

breean@walaslawfirm.com 

On behalf of the Arkansas Civil Liberties 

Union Foundation, Inc. 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

 

Garrard R. Beeney* 

Jonathan J. Ossip* 

Alexander S. Holland* 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

125 Broad Street  

New York, NY 10004 

Telephone:  (212) 558-4000 

beeneyg@sullcrom.com 

ossipj@sullcrom.com 

hollanda@sullcrom.com 

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

  

Laura Kabler Oswell* 

Duncan C. Simpson LaGoy* 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

1870 Embarcadero Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Telephone:  (650) 461-5600 

oswell@sullcrom.com 

simpsond@sullcrom.com  

Attorneys for the Plaintiffs 

 

 

*Admitted pro hac vice  
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