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20-3289 Ms. Laura A. Jones

Meriwether v. Trustees of Shawnee State University, et al. 

✔

✔

Dr. Nicholas Meriwether, a philosophy professor at Shawnee State University, declined to address a male
student as a woman. He offered to use whatever name this student preferred and to avoid using pronouns with
this student. That way, the student would not be called something the student found objectionable, and Dr.
Meriwether would not have to say things that contradicted his beliefs. But University officials punished Dr.
Meriwether for violating their Nondiscrimination Policies, imposing restrictions that compelled even his speech
off-campus.

This appeal presents one issue: Did the district court err by ruling that Dr. Meriwether failed to plead plausible
First and Fourteenth Amendment claims when University officials punished him for expressing his views on
human nature and when they compelled him to say things that would violate his philosophical and religious
beliefs?
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