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Articles of Organization for a Domestic
Limited Liability Company

Filing Fee: $99
Form Must Be Typed

CHECK ONLY ONE (1) BOX
(1) Articles of Organization for Domestic (2) Articles of Organization for Domestic
[®] For-Profit Limited Liability Company [] Nonprofit Limited Liability Company
(115-LCA) (115-LCA)

Name of Limited Liability Company |Covenant Weddings LLC

(Name must include one of the following words or abbreviations:
"limited liability company,” "limited," "LLC," "L.L.C_," "ltd_, "or "itd".)

Ootional: ) (The legal existence of the corporation begins upon the
ptional: Effective Date (MM/DD/YYYY) |5/20/2020 filing of the articles or on a later date specified that is not
more than ninety days after filing.)
Optional: This limited liability company shall exist for |
Period of Existence
Optional: Purpose

COVENANT WEDDINGS LLC'S WRITTEN DECLARATION SHALL STATE ITS PURPOSE. THIS
PURPOSE MAY BE AMENDED CONSISTENT WITH THE WRITTEN DECLARATION.

** Note for Nonprofit LLCs

The Secretary of State does not grant tax exempt status. Filing with our office is not sufficient to obtain state or federal tax
exemptions. Contact the Ohio Department of Taxation and the Internal Revenue Service to ensure that the nonprofit limited

liability company secures the proper state and federal tax exemptions. These agencies may require that a purpose clause
be provided. **
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Original Appointment of Statutory Agent

The undersigned authorized member(s), manager(s) or representative(s) of

Covenant Weddings LLC

(Name of Limited Liability Company)

hereby appoint the following to be Statutory Agent upon whom any process, notice or demand required or permitted by
statute to be served upon the corporation may be served. The complete address of the agent is:

REGISTERED AGENTS INC

(Name of Statutory Agent)

6545 MARKET AVE., NORTH SUITE 100

(Mailing Address)

NORTH CANTON

OH

(Mailing City)

44721

(Mailing State)

Acceptance of Appointment

The Undersigned, |REGISTERED AGENTS INC

(Name of Statutory Agent)

(Mailing ZIP Code)

, hamed herein as the

Statutory Agent Signature

(Name of Limited Liability Company)

hereby acknowledges and accepts the appointment of statutory agent for said limited liability company.

BILL HAVRE

(Individual Agent's Signature / Signature on Behalf of Business Serving as Agent)

533A
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Required

Articles and original

appointment of agent must

be signed by a member, manager
or other representative.

If the authorized representative
is an individual, then they

must sign in the "signature”
box and print his/her name

in the "Print Name" box.

If the authorized representative
is a business entity, not an
individual, then please print
the entity name in the
"signature"” box, an
authorized representative
of the business entity

must sign in the "By" box
and print his’/her name and
title/authority in the

"Print Name" box.

By signing and submitting this form to the Ohio Secretary of State, the undersigned hereby certifies that he or she
has the requisite authority to execute this document.

KRISTI STOKES

Signature

By (if applicable)

Print Name

Signature

By (if applicable)

Print Name

Signature

By (if applicable)

Print Name

533A
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c) As a Christian minister, the Member believes that God has called her to use her
ordination and creative writing gifts as a ministry to officiate weddings and publicly
celebrate the gift of marriage. The Member sees every wedding ceremony that she
officiates and writes about as an opportunity for private and public ministry. The
Member pursues these opportunities through her meetings with clients, the homilies
and vows she drafts for their ceremony, her public statements about their ceremony,
and in her public conduct in officiating their ceremony.

d) The Member also believes that God created the institution of marriage as a permanent,
monogamous, covenantal union between one man and one woman to achieve His
purposes for humanity and to reflect the love of Jesus Christ for His Church. The
Member is committed to using her talents, ordination, and creative writing passion to
promote and celebrate this vision of marriage and to encourage others to pursue and
value this vision of marriage.

e) To stay true to these beliefs, the Member will only officiate ceremonies and create and
publish celebratory messages (such as homilies and vows) that are consistent with her
religious beliefs. Based on these convictions, the Company will not officiate
ceremonies, produce texts for homilies, vows, or prayers, or otherwise promote
ceremonies that violate the Member’s religious beliefs or devalue her beliefs about
marriage—such as ceremonies or texts that celebrate open marriages, temporary
marriages, polyamorous relationships, same-sex marriages, or marriages between
individuals who identify contrary to their biological sex.

f) The Member will operate the Company according to her religious beliefs no matter
how this policy affects her Company’s profits.

ARTICLE 3 - MEMBER, CONTRIBUTION, AND MANAGEMENT
3.1 Members: The names of each initial Member, their capital contributions, and percentage
interests are as follows:

Capital Contribution
(total of $100.00)

Kristi M. Stokes $100.00 100%

Name Percent Interest

3.2 Management: The Company shall be managed by the Member, who may act on behalf of the
Company with or without a meeting and regardless of any financial interest the Member may have
in such action. All decisions concerning the business affairs of the Company shall be made by the
Member. Subject to the Act, the Articles, and this Agreement, the Member shall have authority to
do every act consistent with the law. Actions by the Member shall bind the Company if such action
is apparently carrying on in the usual way the business or affairs of the Company. The Member
shall have all powers and duties as set forth in Chapter 1705 of the Ohio Revised Code. No person
shall have any duty or obligation to inquire into the authority or power of the Member regarding
the Member’s actions on behalf of the Company. The failure of the Company to observe any

Written Declaration of Covenant Weddings LLC
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formalities or requirements relating to the exercise of its powers or the management of its business
or affairs under this Agreement or the Act shall not be grounds for imposing liability on the
Member for liabilities, debts and obligations of the Company solely for being the sole Member of
the Company.

3.3 Member Liability and Indemnification: Except as otherwise provided by law, the Articles, or
this Agreement, the Member shall have no personal liability, solely as a member, for any liabilities,
obligations or losses of the Company beyond the Member’s contributions. The Company shall
indemnify the Member for all costs, expenses, losses, liabilities, obligations, and damages paid or
accrued by such Member in connection with the business of the Company, or because the Member
is a member. Company may advance expenses incurred by the Member in connection with the
business of the Company, or in any legal action arising from action taken by the Member in
connection with the business of the Company, all to the fullest extent provided or allowed by the
laws of Ohio. The Company may, in its sole discretion, also indemnify any or all employees or
agents of the Company for all costs, losses, liabilities and damages paid or accrued by the agent or
employee in connection with the business of the Company to the fullest extent provided

or allowed by the laws of Ohio.

3.4 Compensation: The Member shall be reimbursed for all reasonable expenses incurred on behalf
of the Company and shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for time spent managing the
Company, in an amount to be determined from time to time by the Member.

3.5 Duty of Loyalty: The Member may engage in business and investment activities other than the
Company, and need not account to the Company for profits or remuneration gained in such
activities. The Member may enter into transactions considered to be competitive with or similar to
those of the Company. The Member may utilize or appropriate a business opportunity beneficial
to the Company, and the Company waives any right or claim to participate therein. The Member
has no duty to account to the Company or to hold as trustee for the Company any property, profit
or benefit derived by the Member in the formation, conduct or winding-up of the Company or from
the use or appropriation of any Company property.

3.6 Other Self Interest: The Member does not violate a duty or obligation to the Company merely
because the Member’s conduct furthers the Member’s own interests. Acting in the interest of the
Member shall not be grounds for imposing liability on the Member for liabilities, debts, and
obligations of the Company solely for being a member. The Member may lend money to and
transact other business with the Company, and the rights and obligations of the Member in such
transactions shall be the same as those of a person who is not a member of the Company. No
transactions with the Company shall be voidable solely because the Member has a direct or indirect
interest in the transaction.

Written Declaration of Covenant Weddings LLC
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ARTICLE 4 - TAXES

4.1 Elections: The Member may make any tax elections for the Company allowed under the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended from time to time (“Code”), or the tax laws of any
state or other jurisdiction having taxing jurisdiction over the Company. It is the intent of the
Member and the Company that the Company is to be disregarded as an entity separate from the
Member for purposes of the Code.

4.2 Taxes of Taxing Jurisdiction: To the extent that the laws of any taxing jurisdiction require, the
Member will prepare, execute, and submit an agreement indicating that the Member will make
timely income tax payments to the taxing jurisdiction and that the Member accepts personal
jurisdiction of the taxing jurisdiction with regard to the collection of income taxes attributable to
the Member’s income and interest and penalties assessed on such income, if such agreement is
required by the taxing jurisdiction. If the Member fails to provide such agreement, the Company
may withhold and pay over to such taxing jurisdiction the amount of tax, penalty, and interest
determined under the laws of the taxing jurisdiction with respect to such income. Any such
payments with respect to the income of the Member shall be treated as a distribution for purposes
of Article 5.

ARTICLE 5 - DISTRIBUTIONS

The Company may make distributions at such times and in such amounts as determined by the
Member. No distribution shall be declared and paid unless, after the distribution is made, the assets
of the Company are in excess of all liabilities of the Company.

ARTICLE 6 — DISPOSITION OF MEMBERSHIP INTEREST AND ADMISSION OF
ASSIGNEES AND ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

6.1 Disposition: The Member’s membership interest is transferable either voluntarily or by
operation of law. The Member may dispose of all or a portion of the Member’s membership
interest. Upon the disposition of a portion of the Member’s membership interest, the transferee
shall be admitted as a substitute member as to the transferred interest upon the completion of the
transfer without further action. Upon the transfer of the Member’s entire membership interest
(other than a temporary transfer or transfer as a pledge or security interest), the Member shall cease
to be a Member of the Company and shall have no further rights or obligations under this
Agreement, except that the Member shall have the right to such information as may be necessary
for the computation of the Member’s tax liability.

6.2 Admission of Additional Members: The Member may, in the Member’s sole discretion, admit
additional members and determine the capital contributions of such additional members.

ARTICLE 7 - DISSOLUTION AND WINDING UP

7.1 Dissolution: The Company shall be dissolved and its affairs wound up, upon the will of the
Member, or at such time as the Company has no members. Notwithstanding any provision of the
Act to the contrary, and except as otherwise provided in the immediately preceding sentence, the
Company shall continue and not dissolve as a result of the death, retirement, resignation,
expulsion, bankruptcy, or dissolution of any Member or any other event that terminates the
continued membership of the Member.

Written Declaration of Covenant Weddings LLC
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COVENANT WEDDINGS SERVICES BLOG ABOUT CONTACT
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Everyone has a love story, but not everyone knows how to tell it. | do.

As a creative writer and minister, | love to celebrate beautiful stories about
love and marriage. It is my true passion to help couples and to proclaim
the gift of their love by officiating their wedding and by creating a specially
designed wedding script that | custom make to bless each unigue love
story.

More About Me

TESTIMONIALS
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“I don't even know where to begin! Kristi was everything | could have
dreamt and more. Our ceremony was so special and the script she wrote
expressed our love so perfectly! Every detail of our ceremony was perfect.
She even typed our entire ceremony out beautifully to give to us, and it's

framed on our wall.”

-Taylor Pantani, Bride

“Kristi is such a friendly, professional and knowledgable officiant, she took
ALL the stress out of planning our ceremony. | highly recommend her
services.”

-Kate Bohach, Bride

“Kristi was an amazing officiant for our wedding in December 2018. She
was very flexible with the type of ceremony and the length of time we
wanted it to be. Kristi also made it feel like a very personal service. |
couldn’t have asked for a better person to officiate our ceremony. If you
are getting married and want someone who cares, is flexible, eloquent,
and has a heart after God, Kristi is your woman.”

-Sarah Ritchie, Bride

App. 13
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SERVICES BLOG ABOUT

COVENANT WEDDINGS CONTACT

Celebrating beautiful stories about love and marriage.

SERVICES
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| provide personalized Officiating and Composition Services to celebrate
your marriage! | would love to provide you both services—officiating your
beautiful wedding while also writing a fully customized script with a
homily, vows, and prayers fashioned just for you.

| am also happy to just officiate without a specially written script or to only
create a wedding script, homily, vows, and prayers for another celebrant to
perform. Do you want to write your own vows, but don't feel confident in
doing so? | offer assistance in writing personal vows as well and will help
you formulate your words of love into something you will feel confident in
performing on your special day, something you will cherish for a lifetime!

Let's get together and figure out what works best for you.

More about what I do:

| Officiate Weddings to create an effortless and beautiful ceremony so
that you can enjoy your special day. Being a minister isn't just my
profession, it's my passion. | believe marriage is a sacred covenant and I'm
always honored when couples trust me to help create a joyous ceremony

they can remember fondly for the rest of their lives.

App. 16
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I will help prepare all the logistics for the ceremony, from making sure that
your guests feel welcomed, to coordinating the ceremony itself (including
any day-of surprises), to ensuring your marriage license gets filed. If
desired, I'll pray for you often, help you however | can, and deliver a homily,
vows, and prayers that | hope will bless you for years to come. | want to
make sure your special day is a beautiful witness to your love and
marriage, and | want you to be completely focused on each other and that
moment when you begin your new adventure together.

| Compose Stories to capture your unique relationship and love for each
other. | love melding my love for writing with my passion for ministry, and |
enjoy meeting with you, learning your heart, and weaving together a script
to display your love for all to witness on your special day.

If you hire me to craft your wedding script, homily, vows, and prayers,
here's what | will do.

| will create a specially designed script tailor-made to celebrate your
relationship. | write homilies that tell your unigue love story, vows
personalized to you and your spouse, and prayers inspired by scripture and
the Biblical foundation of your relationship. To do that, we will meet in
person initially, then follow up with emails and phone calls in order to get
to know each other so | can customize everything to your beautiful
marriage. I'll do everything | can to create a script, homily, vows, and
prayers that will bless you in your marriage and encourage you whenever
you look back at them.
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W Like
Be the first to like this.
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Behind The Name
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To Build A Lasting And Happy Marriage

“Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens.

A good marriage must be created. In marriage the little things are the big
things.

It is never being too old to hold hands.

It is remmembering to say “I love you” at least once a day.

It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for granted; the courtship should not end
with the honeymoon, it should continue through the years.

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the world. It is forming a circle of love that
gathers the whole family.

App. 21
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-Kristi

W Like

Be the first to like this

App. 25



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 27 of 373. PagelD #: 120

App. 26



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 28 of 373. PagelD #: 121

App. 27



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 29 of 373. PagelD #: 122

App. 28



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 30 of 373. PagelD #: 123

App. 29



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 31 of 373. PagelD #: 124

App. 30



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 32 of 373. PagelD #: 125

App. 31



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 33 of 373. PagelD #: 126

App. 32



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 34 of 373. PagelD #: 127

App. 33



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 35 of 373. PagelD #: 128

Happy Anniversary
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+ Like
Be the first to like this.
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My Call to Celebrate Marriage

Since | first came to know God, He has called me to ministry. In the past,
this calling brought me to Zimbabwe as a missionary. Then, to downtown
Cleveland, serving the poor. Today, God has called me to officiate and write
about weddings—proclaiming the beauty of marriage to others.

This is my great privilege. | believe that marriage is a special gift from God
that represents Jesus's love for his Church. Through this special lifelong
covenant between one man and one woman, God achieves His purpose
for humanity and reveals His good news for all to see (Genesis 1:28; Genesis
2:24; Ephesians 5:25-33).

One of my greatest joys is to celebrate this relationship with others. |
cherish the opportunity to learn a couple’s love story and draft homilies,
vows, and prayers celebrating these stories—stories that echo the greatest
love story of all: Jesus sacrificing himself for others. | also treasure the
times | participate in a couple’s wedding ceremony—salemnizing and
blessing their marriage. In all this, | rejoice because | get to celebrate the
gifts of love and marriage with each couple | serve.

At the same time, officiating and writing about weddings are some of my
weightiest duties. Because marriage is created by God, | must officiate and
write consistent with His call. That means, | can’'t compose homilies, vows,
or prayers or officiate ceremonies that celebrate any marriage contrary to
God's design.

For example, | cannot officiate or write for ceremaonies demeaning the
seriousness of marriage or ceremonies celebrating polygamous
relationships, open-marriages, same-sex marriages, or marriages including
a man or woman who identifies contrary to his or her biological sex.

App.
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Covenant Weddings
August 27, 2019 - Q@

Hello! Welcome to my page "The Officiant”! | thought I'd take a
moment to explain how and why this page came to be.

My name is Kristi Stokes, and | have been in ministry, of some capacity
or another, since | was a teenager. | have worked as a children’s
minister, youth pastor, church administrator, associate pastor,
missionary and pastors assistant. | have also worked with homeless
ministries, drug/alcohol rehabs and street ministries.

| am a nationally licensed officiant. | have a Bachelors degree in Biblical
Studies, a Masters degree in Pastoral Ministry and | am currently
working on my PhD in Chaplaincy.

As you can see, my passion is for God's people and to minister to
them in all facets.

| am also a creative writer who has dabbled in blogging for various
churches and ministries.

In the last few years | have been asked to officiate weddings, funerals
and special events. This has become quite a passion for me; melding
ministry with writing!
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| take great pride and find such joy meeting with each individual or
couple, hearing their hearts, taking notes and weaving a script that
matches their story and performing it on their special day.

Recently | was encouraged to start a social media page describing
what | do, so that those that have entrusted their special day to me,

can refer others!

So alas, here we are "The Officiant”!

If you or someone you know are looking for an out of the box script,
that is tailor made to each individual wedding, special ceremony,
wedding renewal or funeral, | just might be your gal!

Let's connect over a cup of something warm and weave your story into
a script, made just for you and your special day!

App. 47
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WHERE:

John S. Knight Center 77 E Mill St, Akron, OH 44308

App. 492/6

https://pros.todaysbride.com/apply-to-exhibit-in-the-august-show/
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Looking to increase your wedding bookings? Want to save time and get more
leads by meeting hundreds of brides in one day? Apply to be an exhibitor at
the upcoming Today's Bride Show!

How much? $950

WHAT YOU GET:

o Access to 400+ Engaged Couples

« 10'’xX10' Booth

« 6 ft Table with Covering

« 2 Chairs

o Booth Placement Sign

« Nametags

« Electric

o Exhibitor Profile Page

o Directory Listing in the show floorplan and show web page

o List of engaged couples that you can market to after the show

o Partner listing in the Today's Bride magazine

Payment does not guarantee booth space. A Today's Bride representative will contact you.
Today's Bride has the right to refuse any business and will refund any payments received. We
limit the number of direct-selling enterprises (i.e. Mary Kay, It Works, Pure Romance). Please call
330-670-9545 ext. 14 for availability.

Fields marked with an * are required

App. 514/6
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First Name * Last Name *

Business Name * Business Category *

Choose a catergory

Billing Address

City

US States Zip

- Select State -

Phone *
Email * Share your Website URL or Social Media
Page:
Best way to contact you: Best time to contact you:
Phone

(J 1 have read the Terms & Conditions *

Total: $950.00
1

App. 525/6
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ABOUT
CONTACT
PRESS
REQUEST A QUOTE
LOGIN
FAQ
PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF USE

Today's Bride & Today's Pride serves the following Northeast Ohio cities: Akron, Canton, Cleveland, North Canton,
Youngstown, Ashtabula, Aurora, Chagrin Falls, Cuyahoga Falls, Dover, Eastlake, Elyria, Euclid, Hudson, Independence,
Kent, Lorain, Massillon, Medina, Mentor, North Ridgeville, Parma, Ravenna, Sandusky, Solon, Stow, Strongsville,
Wadsworth, Warren, Willoughby, Wooster and all of Northeast Ohio.

Copyright © 2020 Today's Bride. All Rights Reserved.
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JOIN

MENU
HOME
LOCAL VENDORS
VENUES
INSPIRATION
PRINTABLES
PLANNING
SHOWS
MAGAZINE

CONTACT

VIEW ONLINE

Get all of the things you love about the print magazine — from the fabulous Real Weddings and
gorgeous photos to helpful wedding planning tips — in our interactive digital edition. If that's not
quite enough to satisfy your wedding addiction, we invite you to pick-up a physical copy of the
magazine at these locations.

App. 541/9
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CLEVELAND MAGAZINE

IN THE CURRENT ISSUE
Travel theme ideas
Cleveland Photo Ops

Local Real Weddings
DISCOUNTS IN THIS ISSUE:

Rock The House Entertainment:
Mention their ad and receive a complimentary upgrade to your uplighting or photo booth — pg.3 &

Pg.121

Men’s Wearhouse:
With 6 paid rental packages grooms get a free custom suit, $400 shopping spree - pg. 127

Unlimited Trips.com:
Call for a free honeymoon or destination wedding consultation ($100 value). Mention promo code
TB19 - pg.75

Colozza's Bakery:
Free wedding cake tastings and consultations — pg. 139

High Voltage Indoor Karting:
Save 10% off your event by visiting www.highvoltagekarting.com/wedding - pg. 139

Cleveland Wedding Gown Preservation:
$25 off wedding gown preservation coupon - pg. 142

App. 552,9
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AKRON/CANTON MAGAZINE

IN THE CURRENT ISSUE
Local Floral and Cake In piration
Wayne County Wedding

Northea t Ohio Wine Wedding
DISCOUNTS IN THIS ISSUE:

Hilton Akron/Fairlawn Hotel and Suites:
Receive a $500 booking credit with your signed reception contract by mentioning their ad in Today's
Bride In ide Front Cover

Rock The House Entertainment:
Mention their ad and receive a complimentary upgrade to your uplighting or photo booth - pg. 3

Men's Wearhouse:
With 6 paid rental package groom geta Free cu tom uit or $400 Shopping Spree or Free Rental

pg. 31

Unlimited Trips:
Call for a free honeymoon or de tination wedding con ultation ($100 value) Mention promo code
TB20 - pg.73

Greystone Event Center:
Save up to $5000 off any event booked in 2020 and 2021 Call for detail ! pg 97

Acme Fresh Markets:
Free toss bouquet with wedding flower order (minimum order of $250) - pg. 101

Whimsical Blossoms:
Book a wedding for 2020 or 2021 to receive a free groom man boutonniere and bride maid bouquet
- pg.102

App. 563/9
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High Voltage Indoor Karting:
Save 10% on your event by visiting www.highvoltagekarting.com/wedding - pg. 121

LOOKBOOKS

FALL WEDDING DRESSES

We've compiled over 400 pages of designer gowns from Fall 2018 Bridal Collections. Explore 15
different designers to find the features and styles you love. Whether you have a silhouette in mind
or no idea where to start, this wedding gown Look Book will help you find your dream wedding
dress. Sponsored by Lavender Bridal Salon

App. 574/9
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VENUE REVIEW

Northeast Ohio has so many beautiful venues to choose from that it can quickly get
overwhelming. Our Venue Review offers you an exclusive side-by-side comparison of prices,
amenities, catering options, and more for over 60 local wedding venues! Sponsored by The New
Center at NEOMED

App. 585/9
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WEDDING DRESS SHOPPING GUIDE

This Shopping Guide will teach you how to compliment your body shape in the best way! From
learning your shape to highlighting your favorite features to finding your perfect silhouette, this
lookbook will make your wedding dress shopping trip a breeze!

Sponsored by Alterations Express

App. 595/9
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PLUS SIZE GOWNS LOOKBOOK

Page after page of 70+ plus size wedding dresses to make it easier to decide which features you like
most and help you imagine just how you'll look wearing that dress. And the best part is that these
gorgeous dresses by top designers can be found at a bridal shop in Northeast Ohio!

Sponsored by Koda Bridal

App. 607/9
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CAKE LOOKBOOK

One of the best parts about working at Today's Bride is looking through page after page of beautiful
wedding cakes. As we were “oohing” and “aahing” over the latest trends and designs — fully content
and craving sweets — we thought to ourselves Let's share this blissful feeling with brides! If anyone
would appreciate the inspiration these cakes provide, it's you!

Sponsored by Nothing Bundt Cakes

App.618/9
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FAQ

ADVERTISE
PRIVACY

TERMS

Today's Bride & Today's Pride serves the following Northeast Ohio cities: Akron, Canton, Cleveland, North Canton,
Youngstown, Ashtabula, Aurora, Chagrin Falls, Cuyahoga Falls, Dover, Eastlake, Elyria, Euclid, Hudson, Independence,
Kent, Lorain, Massillon, Medina, Mentor, North Ridgeville, Parma, Ravenna, Sandusky, Solon, Stow, Strongsville,
Wadsworth, Warren, Willoughby, Wooster and all of Northeast Ohio.

Copyright © 2020 Today's Bride. All Rights Reserved.

App. 629/9
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HoneyBook Platform: HoneyBook offers a platform that helps connect Clients, Vendors and
Businesses (“HoneyBook Platform”). HoneyBook is not a party to any agreement between Clients and
Vendors, Vendors and Businesses, or Clients and Businesses. All dealings are solely between the
respective parties and HoneyBook makes no representations and warranties on behalf of any Clients,
Vendors, or Businesses (including but not limited to the cost, quality, or timeliness of any goods or
services provided by any Vendors or Businesses) and will have no liability for any interactions between
Clients, Vendors or Businesses. HoneyBook is not responsible for any contracts or proposals between
Clients, Businesses and Vendors (or any combination thereof) (collectively, "Vendor Contracts") that you
upload to the Service other than making such Vendor Contracts available for review and signature
(including e-signature) as authorized by you. Notwithstanding the foregoing, HoneyBook serves as the
limited authorized agent of the Vendor and Business for the purpose of accepting payments from
Clients on behalf of Vendors and Businesses and is responsible for transmitting such payments to the
Vendor or Business, and each Vendor and Business hereby appoints HoneyBook as the Vendor’s or
Businesses’s limited agent solely for the purpose of collecting payments made by Clients on behalf of
the Vendor or Business. HoneyBook has no control over and does not guarantee the existence, quality,
safety, or legality of any goods or services advertised by Vendors or Businesses; the truth or accuracy
of any advertisements; the ability of Vendors to sell goods or services; the ability of Clients to pay for
any goods or services; or that a Vendor, Business or Client will actually complete a transaction.
HoneyBook does not warrant or guarantee that any goods or services offered through the Service will
meet a Client’s requirements.

No Tax or Other Professional Advice: You acknowledge and agree that Honeybook does not provide
legal, financial, tax or other professional advice as part of providing the Services, including with respect
to any estimated taxes calculated using Honeybook’s tax calculator. No action should be taken based
upon any information obtained through the Services without first seeking independent professional
advice from an accountant, attorney, financial advisor, or other person who is appropriately licensed
and/or qualified in the applicable field. Without limiting the foregoing, you (not Honeybook) are solely
responsible for (and you shall hold Honeybook harmless with respect to): (i) compliance with any and all
applicable laws, rules and regulations, (ii) determination of any and all amounts you may owe to the
government or other third parties and full payment thereof (including, without limitation, all applicable
taxes, penalties, and interest), and (iii) any use you may make of the Services to assist you with the
foregoing.

User Conduct: You are solely responsible for all code, video, images, information, data, text, software,
music, sound, photographs, graphics, messages or other materials ("content") that you upload, post,
publish or display (hereinafter, “upload”) or email or otherwise use via the Service, whether as a Client,
Businesses or Vendor. The following are examples of the kind of content and/or use that is illegal or
prohibited by HoneyBook. HoneyBook reserves the right to investigate and take appropriate legal
action against anyone who, in HoneyBook’s sole discretion, violates this provision, including without
limitation, removing the offending content from the Service, suspending or terminating the account of
such violators and reporting you to the law enforcement authorities. You agree to not use the Service
to:

email or otherwise upload any content that (i) infringes any intellectual property or other
proprietary rights of any party; (ii) you do not have a right to upload under any law or under
contractual or fiduciary relationships; (iii) contains software viruses or any other computer

App. 64
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code, files or programs designed to interrupt, destroy or limit the functionality of any
computer software or hardware or telecommunications equipment; (iv) poses or creates a
privacy or security risk to any person; (v) constitutes unsolicited or unauthorized
advertising, promotional materials, commercial activities and/or sales, “junk mail,” “spam,”
“chain letters,” “pyramid schemes,” “contests,” “sweepstakes,” or any other form of
solicitation; (vi) is unlawful, harmful, threatening, abusive, harassing, tortious, excessively
violent, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, pornographic, libelous, invasive of another’s privacy,
hateful racially, ethnically or otherwise objectionable; or (vii) in the sole judgment of
HoneyBook, is objectionable or which restricts or inhibits any other person from using or
enjoying the Service, or which may expose HoneyBook or its users to any harm or liability
of any type;

” « ” «

interfere with or disrupt the Service or servers or networks connected to the Service, or
disobey any requirements, procedures, policies or regulations of networks connected to
the Service; or

violate any applicable local, state, national or international law, or any regulations having
the force of law;

impersonate any person or entity, or falsely state or otherwise misrepresent your
credentials or your affiliation with a person or entity;

solicit personal information from anyone under the age of 18;

harvest or collect email addresses or other contact information of other users from the
Service by electronic or other means for the purposes of sending unsolicited emails or
other unsolicited communications;

advertise or offer to sell or buy any goods or services for any business purpose that is not
specifically authorized;

further or promote any criminal activity or enterprise or provide instructional information
about illegal activities; or

obtain or attempt to access or otherwise obtain any materials or information through any
means not intentionally made available or provided for through the Service.

Fees: To the extent the Service or any portion thereof is made available for any fee, or you are a Client
paying a Vendor or Business for goods or services via the Service, you will be required to provide
HoneyBook information regarding your credit card or other payment instrument. You represent and
warrant to HoneyBook that such information is true and that you are authorized to use the payment
instrument. If you have registered for the Services via a subscription plan, you expressly acknowledge
and agree that (a) HoneyBook is authorized to charge your credit card or other payment instrument in
accordance with the terms of your subscription plan for as long as your subscription continues, and (b)
your subscription is continuous until you cancel it or HoneyBook suspends or otherwise stops providing
access to the site and/or Services in accordance with these terms. You will promptly update your

App. 65
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COVENANT WEDDINGS LLC
WEDDING SERVICES AGREEMENT

This Agreement contains the legally binding terms between Covenant Weddings LLC (“Minister”) and
(“Client”) entered into on

Wedding Services
Under this Agreement, the below terms shall have the following meanings:

e “Composition Services” means the Minister’s drafting of a customized wedding message
(“homily”), vows, and/or prayers for the Client and shall include providing a physical copy of the
written homily, vows, and/or prayers to the Client and may include blogging positively about
Client’s wedding on Minister’s website or social media sites.

e “Officiating Services” means the Minister’s officiating of the wedding ceremony, and shall
include delivering the homily, administering the vows, and signing and submitting the Client’s
marriage license. Client must acquire a valid marriage license and the marriage license must be
on the premises when the Officiating Services are performed. At the Client’s discretion, this may
also include assisting the couple in planning and preparing the wedding ceremony; leading the
Client through the wedding rehearsal; and attending and praying at the Client’s rehearsal dinner
and/or wedding reception.

o “Wedding Services” means Composition Services and Officiating Services collectively.

Requested Wedding Services
Minister and Client agree that Minister shall provide the following services:

Composition Services: Homily Vows Prayer(s)
Officiating Services:

Minister and Client also agree that Minister shall provide the following elective Officiating Services:
Assist in Planning and Preparing Wedding Ceremony
Coordinate Wedding Rehearsal
Pray During Rehearsal Dinner
Pray During Wedding Reception

Fees

Client agrees to pay $ to engage Minister to provide the above requested Wedding Services.
Client agrees that 1/2 of this payment is due immediately upon the execution of this contract as a deposit
to reserve Minister’s Wedding Services and 1/2 of this payment will be due no later than one (1) day
before the date Minister is scheduled to provide the requested Wedding Services to Client.

If additional charges are incurred after the date of this Agreement, Client’s agreement to incur additional
charges may be memorialized in any writing, including email, and will be deemed incorporated into this
Agreement and subject to its terms.

Schedule
Minister will provide the Client with Composition Services by (date).

Page 1 of 4
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Minister will provide the Client with Officiating Services on (date & time) at
(location).

(If applicable) additional Officiating Services will include to be

completed by (date & time) at (location).

For all requested Officiating Services, Minister shall plan and make every effort to arrive at least 30
minutes before the time(s) listed above.

Planning the Wedding Services

Minister will schedule a consultation with Client in person, by phone, or by an online videoconference
platform of Minister’s choosing. The consultation may include discussing the schedule of the Wedding
Services, the details of the Wedding Services, Client’s relationship, engagement, hopes for marriage,
Client’s input for the wedding ceremony’s substance and order, Client’s input for content of the homily,
vows, and/or prayers, Minister’s recommendations for Wedding Services, and any other subject Minister
determines would be helpful in order to render the requested Wedding Services.

Expenses & Travel
In addition to the above fee, Client agrees to reimburse Minister’s expenses, including parking and travel
expenses according to the following schedule:

Travel Distance from Zip Code 44130 Expense
< 60 miles No additional expense.
60 < 120 miles $50
120 < 360 miles $100
< 360 miles Airfare necessary.

Client agrees to provide Minister with detailed directions to any of the above listed locations at least two
(2) weeks prior to the date of the ceremony or event.

Minister’s Editorial Control and Creative License

Minister is not obligated to accept any request for Wedding Services. Client agrees that Client has
reviewed or discussed Minister’s prior Wedding Services and has a reasonable expectation that Minister
will provide the requested Wedding Services in a similar manner. Minister agrees that the requested
Wedding Services will be of a similar style and caliber to the work discussed by Minister and Client (if
any) and on Minister’s website and social media sites. Minister agrees that she will work with Client to
do her best to accommodate Client’s reasonable suggestions for any of her Wedding Services.

Client agrees that Minister retains complete artistic and editorial freedom to decide whether to provide
any aspect of the Wedding Services. Client also agrees that Minister retains complete artistic and
editorial freedom over every aspect of Minister’s Wedding Services, including composing homilies,
vows, and prayers, officiating the wedding ceremony, praying during the rehearsal or reception, and all
other aspects of the Wedding Services. Minister reserves the right to reject any request or suggestion
that violates Minister’s religious or artistic standards.

Based on the information Minister presently has, Minister has determined that Client’s requested
Wedding Services do not require Minister to participate in any ceremony or event which violates,

Page 2 of 4

App. 70



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 72 of 373. PagelD #: 165

contradicts, or is inconsistent with her artistic and religious beliefs. Likewise, Minister has determined
that Client’s requested Wedding Services either express messages that promote Minister’s artistic or
religious beliefs, or at least do not violate or contradict or are not inconsistent with those beliefs. Minister
reserves the right to terminate this Agreement if Minister subsequently determines, in Minister’s sole
discretion, that the requested Wedding Services would require her to participate in a ceremony or event
or communicate an idea or message which violate, contradict, or are inconsistent with Minister’s artistic
or religious beliefs. If Minister makes this determination after Client provides false information or
conceals material information about Client or the requested Wedding Services, all unpaid charges under
this agreement for work already completed shall become immediately due and payable.

No Warranties
Except for the express representations and warranties stated in this Agreement, Minister makes no
warranties whatsoever under this Agreement, and explicitly disclaims any other warranties of any kind.

Minister’s Exclusive Copyright

Client will become the owner of any physical products delivered to Client but not to the design or
underlying works created by Minister. Under the Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. and as
the sole creator of these works, Minister retains all ownership, copyright, title, interest, and other
intellectual property rights in these works and in any internet posts that Minister creates under this
Agreement. Minister’s Wedding Services are not works-for-hire under Copyright Law.

Minister reserves the right to document, advertise, display, and describe the Wedding Services rendered
to Client. For example, Minister may display a homily drafted for Client on Minister’s website and social
media sites to advertise Minister’s Wedding Services or promote Minister’s beliefs about marriage.

Release

Client authorizes and consents to the use of Client’s visual image by Minister at Minister’s sole
discretion. Uses may include but are not limited to still photography, videotape, electronic and printed
publications, and publication on websites, including Minister’s own website and social media site. Client
waives any and all claims for payment associated with these uses.

Client’s Limited License

Minister grants Client a limited license to use material created to fulfill the requested Wedding Services
for personal and noncommercial uses. For purposes of this Agreement, “use” means to copy, reproduce,
modify, edit, synchronize, perform, display, broadcast, publish or otherwise make use of. Client agrees
that any public use of homilies or vows drafted by Minister must include a citation to the Minister. Client
further agrees that they will under no circumstances alter the text of a homily, vows, or prayers created
by Minister for placement in public or on the internet. Minister reserves the right to ask Client to remove
any attribution from publicly displayed homilies, vows, or prayers created by the Minister.

Nonpayment, Cancellations, Re-scheduling

Minister reserves the right to void this Agreement for Client’s failure to pay fees or expenses. Wedding
Services will not be delivered until all fees and expenses are paid. Minister reserves the right to release
Client’s reserved date for Wedding Services if Client fails to make payments under this Agreement or if
Minister is unable to communicate with Client after three (3) attempts.

Page 3 of 4
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If Client cancels a wedding ceremony or event, Client agrees that Minister will retain the deposit as the
agreed loss suffered by Minister due to the cancellation. If Minister cancels the provision of Wedding
Services, all money including any initial payments will be returned to Client.

Client agrees to notify Minister as soon as possible if Client needs to reschedule a Wedding Service for
weather or illness or another exceptional circumstance. Minister agrees to reschedule the Wedding
Services at no additional charge, but Minister cannot guarantee a particular day or timeline. If Client
reschedules a wedding, Client shall reimburse Minister for any costs Minister incurs to reschedule any
air travel that is reimbursable to Minister under this Agreement.

Limit of Liability

Minister shall not be liable for any failure to perform Minister’s obligations in this Agreement where
such failure results from any cause beyond Minister’s reasonable control, such as (but not limited to) a
fire, other causality, or act of God. If Minister fails to perform as required, Minister shall not be liable to
the Client or any third party for any damages beyond the reimbursement of fees paid by Client to
Minister. Client waives any right to recover any other type of damages, including, but not limited to, any
loss of use, revenue, profit or any consequential, incidental, indirect, exemplary, special, pain and
suffering, emotional, expectation, or punitive damages, whether arising out of breach of contract, tort
(including negligence) or otherwise, regardless of whether such damages were foreseeable and whether
or not such party has been advised of the possibility of such damages. In no event will Minister’s liability
related to this Agreement, whether arising out of or related to breach of contract, tort (including
negligence) or otherwise, exceed the aggregate amounts paid or payable to Minister.

Choice of Venue and Waiver

Client agrees that all legal matters arising from this Agreement will be resolved in the State of Ohio in
Cuyahoga County. Minister’s failure to exercise any right provided in this Agreement shall not be
deemed a waiver of any rights in this Agreement.

Complete and Exclusive Statement

Minister and Client agree that this Agreement contains the complete and exclusive statement of the
mutual understanding of the parties and supersedes and cancels all earlier written and oral agreements,
communications, and other understandings relating to the subject matter of this Agreement, and that any
modifications to this Agreement must be in a writing, except as provided otherwise in this Agreement.

If any provision in this Agreement is found to be unenforceable or invalid, that provision shall be limited
or eliminated to the minimum extent necessary so that this Agreement shall otherwise remain in full
effect. This Agreement is personal to the Client and is therefore not assignable, transferable, or sub-
licensable by Client without Minister’s prior written consent.

Minister reserves all rights not expressly granted in this Agreement , including any electronic rights or
usage, and including, but not limited to, all rights in any unedited or preliminary Wedding Services.

Client Signature Date

Minister Signature Date
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Bohach Wedding:

To Kate’s family: who gives this woman to this man? Your father or male
figure should say “I do” or “her mother and I”.

I, Matthew Edward Bohach,
take you Kathryn Maria Krause,
to be my [wife],

to have and to hold

from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love and to cherish,

till death us do part,

in the presence of God, and our beloved family and friends I make you this
VOW.

I, Kathryn Maria Krause

take you Matthew Edward Bohach, to be my [husband]
to have and to hold

from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love and to cherish,

till death us do part,

in the presence of God, and our beloved family and friends I make you this
VOW.

Exchange of Rings:

* » ¢« Ask Matthew to place the ring on Kate’s finger and to repeat the
following, ***

Matthew: Kate, I give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant
faith and abiding love.

***Ask Kate to place the ring on Matthew’s finger and to repeat the
following, ***

Kate: Matt, I give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant faith
and abiding love.
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Family and friends, Matthew and Kate have not entered into this union
today alone. Matthew brings with him one beautiful daughter, Breannah.
Kate would like to offer a very special vow to her now. Breannah, please
come up and join us..

Bre’s vow..

Kate:

Bri, thank you for sharing your father Matt with me. For loving me, and
for allowing me to reciprocate my love to you. You are and have been an
unexpected gift to me, one I am eternally grateful for.

I was not there when you took your first step, but I promise that just as I
have been with you every step of these 4 1/2 years, I will continue to walk
every step of your future with you in love, and support.

Bri, as I commit my unconditional love to your father, I also pledge my
unconditional love and devotion to you.

Kristi:

Family and friends, this concludes the ceremonial part of the wedding of
Matthew and Kate Bohach! They now request that you’d join them for a
time of celebrating their life, love and future together!

Kristi: By virtue of the authority vested in me, under the laws of the State
of OHIO, God and the church, it is with great honor and joy, that I now
pronounce you husband and wife!

Matthew, you may now kiss your bride!!!

Ask Matt and Kate to turn around and face the crowd...

Everyone, please give a hand for the new Mr. and Mrs. Bohach!
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Pantani Wedding

Who gives this woman to this man?
Family, friends, Please be seated...
On behalf of John and Taylor I'd like to welcome you all this evening!

Before this great event I had the honor of sitting down with John and
Taylor to discuss their love and to ask them a few questions.

I asked John what do you love about Taylor he replied “I can always tell
her the truth and she will always love and accept me, she has the kindest
heart of anyone I know.”

I then turned to Taylor and asked her “Taylor what do you love about
John and she said “he centers me, he cares for me”.

I asked John, John, what is one thing you promise to be and to do for
Taylor he said “I promise to always care for her and help her accomplish
her dreams”

Taylor’s reply was “I promise to always love John in such a way that will
help him see his worth. He is worth so much to me”

As a minister I have sat with many couples in my day and this couple is a
couple that all ministers hope to have the honor of marrying. I sat
humbled in their presence, touched by their admiration and love for one
another and I left fully assured of their marital success and future
together.

Little did John and Taylor know that every word that was spoken that
evening, about each other, is the very reflection of the love of God and the
scripture they allowed me to share with you all today.
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1 Corinthians tells us..
Love is patient, love is kind.

It does not envy,

it does not boast,

it is not proud.

It does not dishonor others,

it is not self-seeking,

it is not easily angered,

it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.

This love that the apostle Paul wrote about so very long ago, in the book of
Corinthians has been modeled beautifully in the lives and love of John and
Taylor,

it is the anchor that will center them in times of trouble and the sail that
will always bring them back to one another.

John and Taylor, you have come here today to affirm your commitment to
love, trust, forgive and be each other’s place of safety in the sight of God
and family and it is my great honor and joy to now lead you in doing this
vary thing.

Do you, Johnathan Vincent Pantani take Taylor Elaine Powell to be your
wife, to live together in holy matrimony, to love her, to honor her, to
comfort her, and to keep her in sickness and in health, forsaking all others,
for as long as you both shall live?

John: I do.

Do you, Taylor Elaine Powell, take Johnathan Vincent Pantani to be your
husband, to live together in holy matrimony, to love him, to honor him, to
comfort him, and to keep him in sickness and in health, forsaking all
others, for as long as you both shall live?

Taylor, I do.
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Family and friends please rise....
John, Repeat after me..

", John, take you, Taylor,

to be my wife,

and these things I promise you:

I will be faithful to you and honest with you;

I will respect, trust, help, and care for you; I will share my life with you;

I will forgive you as God has forgiven us; and my faithfulness will remain
through whatever may come our way

and till death do we two part.

Taylor, repeat after me...

", Taylor take you, John

to be my husband,

and these things I promise you:

I will be faithful to you and honest with you;

I will respect, trust, help, and care for you; I will share my life with you;

I will forgive you as God has forgiven us; and my faithfulness will remain
through whatever may come our way and till death do we two part.

Exchange of Rings:

* » ¢ Ask John to place the ring on Taylor’s finger and to repeat the
following, ***

I give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding
love.

***Ask Taylor to place the ring on John's finger and to repeat the
following, ***

I give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding
love.

By virtue of the authority vested in me, under the laws of the State of
OHIO, God and the church, it is with great honor and joy, that I now
pronounce you husband and wife.
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**Instruct them to hold hands, turn around and face wedding goers**
You may now kiss your bride!!!

Everyone, please give a hand for the new Mr. and Mrs. Pantani!

Blessing of the Pantani wedding before dinner:

I am incredibly touched and honored to been asked to officiate the Pantani
wedding and now bless the food and festivities tonight.

I would first like to express how incredibly beautiful the ceremony was.
What a wonderful sense of joy to watch two people so devoted and in love,
now become one in the eyes of God and all who care for and love them.

I would ask you now to join me in the bowing of heads as we offer
thanksgiving to God, asking him to bless the rest of this night and the food
that has been prepared for us..

Father God, we thank you for being here today and for blessing the union
of John and Taylor. May your hand always be upon them, leading them
closer to you, guiding and protecting them, all of their days.

We ask now, Heavenly Father, that you would bless this food, to our
bodies and all the hands that have skillfully prepared it. We ask also, lord,
that there would be a spirit of joy and peace on this place as we now
joyously, and in unity, celebrate the life, love and future of John & Taylor

We ask this in the name of Jesus! Amen!
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Ritchie Wedding

Mark: Who gives this woman to this man?
Crowd: Please be seated...

On behalf of Gage and Sarah I'd like to welcome you all here today!

The gift of marriage is miraculous, and this ceremony presents us with a
wonderful opportunity, to rejoice in the love shared between Gage and
Sarah.

Gage and Sarah, many say that there is no exact recipe for love, but I beg to
differ, so before the exchanging of your wedding vows, I'd like to take a
moment to read you God’s divine recipe for love.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 tells us that...

Love is patient; love is kind.

Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.

It does not insist on its own way: it is not irritable or resentful;

it does not rejoice in wrong doing, but rejoices in truth.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

And now faith, hope, and love abide,

and the greatest of these is love.

If you Gage, commit within your heart, to love Sarah, in such a way, as
described in 1 Corinthians and you Sarah reciprocate this love and
commitment to Gage; choosing daily to hide these words within your
heart, putting them to practical application ... nothing will divide the
beautiful union of your two souls joining together as one today, before
loved ones and God.

Lastly, remember that a three-chord strand (You two--plus God) is not
easily broken. So in saying that..

Do you, Gage, take Sarah to be your wife, to live together in holy
matrimony, to love her, to honor her, to comfort her, and to keep her in
sickness and in health, forsaking all others, for as long as you both shall
live? Gage: I do.
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Do you, Sarah, take this man to be your husband, to live together in holy
matrimony, to love him, to honor him, to comfort him, and to keep him in
sickness and in health, forsaking all others, for as long as you both shall
live? Sarah: I do.

Gage: Repeat after me: I, Gage, take you Sarah, to be my wife, to have and
to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.

Sarah: Repeat after me: I, Sarah, take you Gage to be my husband, to have
and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us
part.

*E*x *k*

we will now do the Exchanging of Rings
Gage please place the ring on Sarah’s finger and repeat the following, "I

give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding
love.

Sarah please place the ring on Gage’s finger and repeat the following, "I
give you this ring as a token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding
love.

By virtue of the authority vested in me, under the laws of the State of
Florida, and the church, it is with great honor and joy, that I pronounce
you now and forever husband and wife.

Gage: You may kiss your beautiful bride.

**Instruct them to hold hands, turn around and face wedding goers**

I now present to you Mr. & Mrs. Gage & Sarah Ritchie! YAY!
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Blessing of Ritchie wedding before dinner:

I am incredibly touched and honored to been asked to officiate the Ritchie
wedding and now bless the food and festivities tonight.

I would first like to express how incredibly beautiful the ceremony was.
What a wonderful sense of joy to watch two people so devoted and in love,
now become one in the eyes of God and all who care for and love them.

I would ask you now to join me in the bowing of heads as we offer
thanksgiving to God, asking him to bless the rest of this night and the food
that has been prepared for us..

Father God, we thank you for being here today and for blessing the union
of Gage and Sarah. May your hand always be upon them, leading, guiding
and protecting them, all of their days.

We ask now, Heavenly Father, that you would bless this food, to our
bodies and all the hands that have skillfully prepared it. We ask also, lord,
that there would be a spirit of joy and peace on this place as we now
joyously, and in unity, celebrate the life, love and future of Gage and
Sarah.

We ask this in Jesus name! AMEN
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. Covenant Weddings
October 14, 2019 - @

Signed, sealed and delivered! Mr. 8 Mrs. Pantani will soon be
recognized as legally married by the US government. It's very
important to hire a reputable, trustworthy and knowledgeable officiant
to make sure everything is done right and sent in on time. Otherwise
you are susceptible to penalties. | work very hard to make sure each
couple not only gets the wedding script, and ceremony of their
dreams, but that their minds are put to ease as | handle all of the
paperwork and the mailing of such, for them after the wedding. Let's

make your wedding dreams come true! DM, email or call me for more
information.

The Officiant
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. Covenant Weddings
December 23, 2019 - Q)

Signed, sealed and delivered! Mr. & Mrs. Bohach will soon be
recognized as legally married by the US government. It's very
important to hire a reputable, trustworthy and knowledgeable officiant
to make sure everything is done right and sent in on time. Otherwise
you are susceptible to penalties. | work very hard to make sure each
couple not only gets the wedding script, and ceremony of their
dreams, but that their minds are put to ease as | handle all of the
paperwork and the mailing of such, for them after the wedding. Let's

make your wedding dreams come true! DM, email or call me for more
information.

The Officiant
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Covenant Weddings
December 29, 2019 - @
December 29, 2018 | had the high honor of officiating Gage and Sarah

Ritchie's wedding..

It was a beautiful day in Florida, filled with so much love from family
and friends, but that love pales in comparison to the authentic and
sincere love shared between Gage and Sarah!

One down many, many more to go! I'm rooting you on! Happy 1st
Anniversary Gage and Sarah! Thank you for entrusting your special day
to me.

-Kristi

The Officiant

App. 97



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 99 of 373. PagelD #: 192

App. 98



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 100 of 373. PagelD #: 193

App. 99



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 101 of 373. PagelD #: 194

App. 100



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 102 of 373. PagelD #: 195

App. 101



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 103 of 373. PagelD #: 196

Covenant Weddings
September 11, 2019 - @
Wedded Wednesday Wisdom: 2 @

Whether we are religious or not, this fundamental truth found in 1
Corinthians 13:4-5 can be applied to all of our lives. The writer Paul
reminds us that

Love is...

Wpatient

WPkind

Wdoes not envy

@does not boast

W does not dishonor others
Wis not self-seeking

Wis not easily angered
Wkeeps no record of wrongs

When these simple truths are applied daily to our marriages and
relationships we are much more likely to succeed; even in a world
where divorce is at an all time high.

Ask yourself today if you are truly loving the person you committed to
love, honor and respect all of your days, at the level written above. If
not, where can you make changes, what could you improve on?

Simple adjustments will make all the difference.

~The Officiant
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A different perspactive can change EVERYTHIMG! Including LI5!
-The Officiant

App. 103



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 105 of 373. PagelD #: 198

“Be devoted to one another in love": The literal definition of devotion
15, “love, loyalty, or enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause.” Are you
prepared to spend your days on earth together applying these
principles to your relationship?

“Honor one ancother above yourself”: simply put, if you spend your life
together collectively living a life of outdoing each other in honor and
love, this is a marriage that shall succeed!

“Mever be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the
Lord.”: One thing that | consider the main reason for our 17 years of
marriage lasting and thriving as long as it has, is our commitment to
keeping our relationship centered and grounded in the things of God.

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”: There will be
days where you will need to be hopeful to keep going, patient when
you want to wring the neck of the one you love and your prayer life is
what will get you through it all!

Marriage goes on long after the beautiful, joyous wedding is over, are
you prepared to practice these principles until "death do us part™

~The Officiant

For bookings or inquiries email: the.officiant@yahoo.com
Add me on Instagram:

TheOhioWeddingOfficiant/
https://www.instagram.com/the.officiant/
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Covenant Weddings .
October 2, 2019 - &

Wedded Wednesday Wisdom £ 2

Part 1T &

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by
the washing of water jwith the word, so that he might present the
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church

-Ephesians 5:25-29

I've heard this portion of scripture my entire life, but as | was reading it
again tonight, a different perspective hit me.

Christ gave himself up for us, the church; he sanctified and cleansed us
so that when we are presented before him one day we will be without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that we may be holy and without
blemish...

Then the writer says “in the same way husbands should love their
wives..."

Pause.. woah..

App. 106



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 108 of 373. PagelD #: 201

App. 107



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 109 of 373. PagelD #: 202

. Covenant Weddings e
January 8- @

Chances are that if you have chosen to get married your mutual goal
as a couple is to live happily FOREVER after...

Married couples, what are some practices that you have put into place
to ensure you are mutually working towards not only a FOREVER kind
of marriage, but also a happy one? Engaged couples, what goals will

you implement into your marriage after your wedding celebration? ¢

s Remember you either "plan to succeed, or you plan to fail” and this
is especially true with marriage.

The Officiant

@northeastohioweddings

#clevelandohioweddings #northeastohioweddings
#ohioweddingvendors #weddingday #ohioweddingofficiant
#weddingofficiant #weddingohio #weddingwire
#ohioweddingshows #midwestbride #clevelandohio
#clevelandwedding #clevelandweddings #ohiobride
#clevelandengagement #trendybride #clevelandgram #wedohio
@wedohio #clegram #theknot @weddingwire
@adventurouslovestories
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Covenant Weddings -
May 17 -

Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens.

A good marriage must be created. In marriage the little things are the
big things.

It is never being too old to hold hands.

It is remembering to say "l love you" at least once a day.

It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for granted; the courtship should not
end with the honeymaaon, it should continue through the years.

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives.

It is standing together facing the world. It is forming a circle of love
that gathers the whole family.

It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice,
but in the spirit of joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude in
thoughtful ways.

It is not looking for perfection in each other.

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of
humaour.

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow old.

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal,
dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal.

It is not only marrying the right partner; it is being the right partner.
Wilferd Arlan Peterson

Let Covenant Weddings guide you in the pursuit of this kind of love.
Premarital counseling now available! Contact us for pricing and more
detailed information!

«Couple John & Taylor Pantani

«Photo cred: @EmilyRichardsPhotography
*Venue @TheColumbiaballroom
«Officiant @CovenantWeddings
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Reception Venues Videographers Wedding Planners ‘Wedding Bands Bridal Salons Rentals DJs ‘Wedding Photographers

Wedding Vendors > Officiants + Premarital Counseling > Ohio Officiants + Premarital Counseling > Berea Officiants + Premarital Counseling » Rev. James Hary

Photos About Details Pricing Reviews Contact

Rev. James Hary ©

ddddkd 50 (31) B

Cleveland Akron and surrounding areas

About This Vendor
Experienced. Dependable. Reasonable Fee.

| doweddings by traveling throughout the Cleveland Akron areas by going to reception halls, homes, and
parks for anmyone ampwhere, except same sex. | 'was ordained in 1989 by 2 normal traditional Bible based
Christizn church, not some new age multi-spiritual phoney religion, and MOT "instanthy® over the internet
like almost all the others listed. Your wedding is an important event, not a joke. Otherwise yvouwould go to
Las Wegas and get married by an Elvis impersonator. Besides weddings, | pastored a church for 20vears
and have done nursing home and prison ministry. That's why | have photos inside and outside church
unlike the internet ordained. Video of wedding and honeymoon with music is courtesy of couple | married
in 2011 at church. Generalty | do a simple but nice Christian ceremomy, but | also have a very tasteful non-
religious ceremory that | can do for those who want something civil/secular. | give each couple the care
and attention that | would give to my own wedding or that of mmy children. Read the reviews. My fee
{starting at $100) is based on how far | have to travel and if 2 rehearsal is needed. Big or small, | do them
all! Call 440-829-7425 or e-mail me revhary@yahoo.com and I'll be happy to discuss yvour wedding.
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Last name(s): event date:

Contract for Wedding Officiant Services

This contract is dated effective the day of , 20 (Effective Date).
(today’s date) . This agreement made between the officiant, Annie Brust (known
hereinafter in this contract as “Officiant”) and the Bride and
Groom (known hereinafter in this contract as “Couple”) is for the

purpose of retaining an Officiant to perform a marriage and wedding ceremony on the Couple’s behalf.

Bride’s number ( ) - Email:

Groom’s number ( ) - Email:

Reservation

Officiant agrees to provide services to Couple on / 120 and arrive at the following location
for the ceremony (include name of location and complete address):

start ceremony at ; am/pm.

Any change to time, date, or place must be disclosed in advance to the officiant. The Contract may be
cancelled or amended due to changes. Rehearsal Officiant shall arrive at (include name of location and
complete address):

on / 120 and start rehearsal at : am/pm.

If the rehearsal runs over scheduled time, then there will be an additional $25 fee will accrue for each
thirty (30) minute interval past start of contract scheduled time. Any change to time, date, or place must
be disclosed in advance and approved by officiant. The Contract may be cancelled or amended due to
changes.

I The Couple agrees to pay the Officiant the ceremony performance fee of $
as listed above plus any additional agreed upon services or unusual travel expenses not listed
above. To reserve the date, a non-refundable retainer of $150.00 shall be remitted with this
agreement. The remaining balance is due 7 days prior to the ceremony or at the rehearsal, if
scheduled.

The Officiant warrants that she is a professional Officiant and recognized as a legally ordained minister
wherein fully qualified to officiate at weddings.

Page 1 of 4 Annie Brust 3051 Washington Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 The Wedding B
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Last name(s): event date:

The Ceremony

l. The Officiant will provide the following services for the fee of $ under the
terms of this agreement. All additional services as listed below are discretionary to the Couple
and must be agreed to and paid in full at the rehearsal or if no rehearsal, seven (7) days prior
to the service. All fees must be paid before services are performed.

. This agreement is valid for the wedding service as performed at stated place and date stated
above. Any change to time, place or date must be provided in advance to (no less than 30 days
prior) the Officiant and may be subject to additional fees. The Couple realizes that the
Officiant performs other ceremonies for other Couples and that excessive lateness or change

in time can create a serious conflict in the Officiant’s schedule. If the Couple changes the time

or date of the scheduled ceremony without the Officiant’s consent, the Officiant reserves the

right to cancel the performance of the ceremony and shall in no way be held responsible or
liable in any manner for such non-performance.

I1l.  If circumstances cause the Couple to postpone the ceremony to another date, the Officiant will
make every attempt to accommodate the new date. If the assigned Officiant is available for the
new date, then all the Couple's monies paid to date will be transferable if postponement is
notified to the Officiant at least thirty (30) days prior to the original date. There may be
additional charges if rescheduling results in extra costs. If the assigned Officiant cannot
accommaodate the new date, the Couple is responsible for finding a new officiant as well as
paying any and all fees to the new officiant. The couple will be issued a refund less deposit.

IV.  The couple has thirty (30) minutes from the above scheduled time to start the ceremony. If by
no fault of the Officiant the ceremony starts thirty (30) minutes or more after the ceremony
time listed above for any reason including but not limited to weather, delays caused by other
vendors, the late arrival of guests or wedding party members, a late fee of $25 for every thirty
(30) minute increment will accrue until the ceremony starts. These fees are due prior to the
start of the ceremony or no ceremony will be performed. In the very unlikely event an
extremely excessive delay results making it impossible for the Officiant to remain on-site, due

to the officiant’s schedule, the couple remains responsible for the full Officiant fee.

V. The Officiant will work with the Couple by email, telephone or in person for no more than
two hours to allow them to prepare or choose their custom service. Officiant has sample
services available for the Couple from which to choose or the Couple may chose to modify the
samples services, create an original ceremony or use one of their own choosing. The Officiant
reserves the right to refuse any service that she is not comfortable performing, at which time a
refund may be made to the Couple, based upon parameters of contract.

VI.  The Officiant gives permission to the Couple to use her likeness in any photographs, videos or
other recording media in any manner for any purpose they wish. Likewise, the Couple gives
permission to the Officiant to use her (their) likeness in any photograph, video or other form
of media for marketing purposes.

Page 2 of 4 Annie Brust 3051 Washington Blvd. Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 The Wedding B
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Last name(s): event date:

Marriage License

I.  The Couple understands that they must obtain/provide a valid marriage license from the
appropriate jurisdiction for which the ceremony will be performed and shall provide such valid
marriage license to the Officiant to review and execute at the rehearsal or prior to the ceremony.
The Officiant cannot perform a legal marriage ceremony without receiving the appropriate valid
marriage license prior to the ceremony.

I1. If Couple does not provide valid identification and marriage license on date of ceremony, then
only a symbolic ceremony can be performed. This will result in a non-legal status of husband and
wife. A $100 convenience fee will apply if the Officiant must return to perform a civil ceremony
at a later date and time, along with travel fees. However, it is in the discretion of the Officiant and
a short, pre-written, and civil ceremony will be complete. The Couple also agrees to provide (if
applicable) witness(es) to sign their marriage license. If the license is not received by the County
Clerk, the Officiant will work cooperatively with the Couple to resolve the issue. Cost for
replacement license, if any, will be assumed by the Couple unless failure to record is due to
negligence or error on the part of the Officiant, in which case Officiant will assume the cost of the
replacement license. If the Couple do not need the Officiant to complete the marriage license
information (e.g. for a non-legal commitment ceremony or renewal of vows), no discount will be
given.

I1l. Upon presenting a valid marriage license to the Officiant, the Couple will sign the official
marriage certificate. The responsibility of filing this certificate with the county clerk’s office is
solely that of the Officiant. The Officiant is legally obligated to return the completed license to
the County Clerk’s office where the License was obtained by the Couple within 30 (thirty) days of
the wedding ceremony.

Payment Terms

A NON-REFUNDABLE deposit of $150.00 must be provided at the time of booking to guarantee the
wedding date and time. The remainder of the balance must be paid in full within seven (7) days prior to
ceremony scheduled date. Failure to pay a deposit at the time of booking will release the Officiant from
providing any services to the Couple under this agreement. Failure to pay in full before agreed date will
result in late fees of $25 a day until wedding date OR ceremony agreement being revoked and the
Officiant is no longer liable for further obligation. All fees must be paid prior to ceremony being
performed.

Acceptable Forms of Payments: cash, debit card, American Express, MasterCard, Visa or PayPal as a
form of payment. No checks are accepted and no exceptions will be made. A receipt will be given to
Couple upon payment received.

Total $ for ceremony service. $ fee for rehearsal (if applicable) $ deposit
(50% of total service) OR $ paid in full. $ Balance.  *write zero where not applicable.

Cancellation from Officiant
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Last name(s): event date:

In the unlikely event that the Officiant is unable to perform the ceremony for unforeseen reason (i.e.
hospitalization, auto accident, and/or transportation breakdown/disruption), Officiant will make every
attempt to notify the Couple and arrange for another ordained minister licensed and qualified to perform
weddings. In such an event that no substitute is available, all monies paid by the Couple to the Officiant
will be returned and the Couple hereby agrees that the Officiant will not be held liable for any damages
(including punitive) due to the non-performance of the ceremony or function.

Discrepancy

The Couple agrees to acknowledge the services being provided by the Officiant, in a dignified and
respectful manner. If there is any discrepancy regarding services of Officiant, the Couple must submit a
full written report to Officiant, no later than three (3) days immediately after
performed ceremony in order for the parties involved to reach a mutually acceptable resolution. If both
parties involved continue to disagree then a mediator will be used. Furthermore, Couple agrees to not post
negative reviews on the internet (or elsewhere) or to make negative verbal or written statements until all
efforts to resolve said discrepancy have been exhausted. Couple agrees to indemnify and hold harmless
Officiant of and from any and all claims, demands, losses, causes of action, damage, lawsuits, judgments,
including attorneys' fees and costs, to the extent caused by or arising out of or relating to the work of the
Officiant. In no event shall the maximum liability hereunder exceed the amount actually paid to Officiant
under this contract.

We hereby have read and acknowledge the stipulations of the contract and adhere to the document as a
binding agreement and will follow said conditions/statutes as stated above. Hitherto all parties agree to
stated terms and said conditions as specified in this document.

(Signature of Groom) (Signature of Bride)
Print full name: Print full name:
Date: Date:

**Electronic signature is a binding and legal signature.
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G###) ### A

Groom’s E-mail Address

Date of Wedding Ceremony *

There is a nonrefundable deposit of $100 to reserve the date The deposit is included in the cost of whatever
wedding package you choose

MM DD YYYY

Time of Ceremony

Name of Ceremony Location

Address

Address 1

Address 2

City State/Province

Zip/Postal Code
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Country

Wedding Package *

The Officiant warrants that he is a professional Officiant; recognized as a legally Ordained Minister; fully
qualified to officiate at weddings in the State of California.

The Officiant will provide the following services for a fee under the terms of this agreement.
The Officiant offers 4 Wedding Package Options.

Please make checks payable to “Ken Ballard, Jr.”

() Ruby Package - $399 - Includes Planning session, wedding rehearsal, ceremony, and mailing in
marriage license.

(J Emerald Package-$499 - Includes all of the above and 2 premarital counseling sessions @ $50 each =
$100

() sapphire Package - $599 - includes all of the above and 2 postmarital sessions @ $50 each = $100

(J Diamond Package - $759 - includes Ruby Package and In-Depth Pre-Marital Counseling: 12 sessions @
$30 each = $360.

Please read the following terms: *

The Officiant will work with the couple in person, by e-mail, Skype, Face Time, or by telephone to allow them to
prepare and choose their custom service. The Officiant has sample services available for the couple or the
couple may choose to modify the samples, create a ceremony or use one of their own choosing. The Officiant
reserves the right to refuse any service that he is not comfortable performing, at which time a refund may be
made to the couple.

The Officiant shall arrive at the wedding location approximately 30 minutes prior to the time of the scheduled
service.

a) Officiant is prepared to dress in the manner that suits the style of your wedding, provided it allows him to
present a dignified image in keeping with the character of the rite of matrimony.

b) Service includes travel within 30 miles (A travel fee of 50 cents/mile will be applied for locations further than
30 miles) of Torrance, CA, a rehearsal the day before the ceremony; the ceremony itself and time needed for
post-ceremonial photography.

c) Attendance at pre and post wedding activities are dependent upon the availability of the Officiant.

In the event that the scheduled Officiant is unable to perform the couple’s wedding ceremony due to illness,
hospitalization, accidents, transportation breakdown or any other unforeseeable causes, he will make every
possible attempt to notify the couple and arrange for another Wedding Pastor from Wedding Pastor Network to
substitute. In such an event that no substitute is available, all monies paid by the couple to the Officiant will be
returned and the couple hereby agrees that the Officiant will NOT be held liable for any damages (including
punitive) due to the non-performance of the ceremony or function.

The Officiant gives permission to the couple to use his likeness in any photographs, videos or other recording
media in any manner for any purpose they wish. Likewise the couple gives permission to Ken Ballard to use their
likeness in any photographs, videos or other media for marketing purposes.

The couple understands that they must obtain a valid marriage license (which is valid for 9o days) from the
appropriate jurisdiction for which the ceremony will be performed and shall provide such valid marriage license
to the Officiant BEFORE the ceremony is performed. The Officiant cannot and will not perform a marriage
ceremony without receiving the appropriate valid marriage license prior to the ceremony. A valid marriage
license is due to be presented no later than 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time of the ceremony, or the
couple must sign a waiver stating their understanding of the fact that any ceremony performed without the

nracanra ~f tha liranca will ha cvimhalic Anhs and will nat raciilt in tha ~Aninla’e lanal ctatiie ac hiichand and wifa
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Upon presenting a valid marriage license and county licensing fee to the Officiant, the couple will sign the
official marriage certificate. The responsibility for filing this certificate with the county clerk’s office is solely
that of the Officiant. The Officiant is legally obligated to return the completed License to the County Clerk’s
office where the License was obtained by the couple within 15 days of the wedding ceremony.

This agreement is valid for the wedding service for the place and date stated above. Any change to time, place or
date must be agreed to in advance by the Officiant and may be subject to additional fees. The couple realizes
that the Officiant performs other ceremonies for other couples and that excessive lateness or change of time
can create a serious conflict in the Officiant’s schedule. If the couple changes the time or date of the scheduled
ceremony without the Officiant’s consent, the Officiant reserves the right to cancel the performance of the
ceremony, and shall in no way be held responsible or liable in any manner for such non-performance.

The couple agrees to pay the Officiant the ceremony performance fee of $399, $499, $599, or $759 - (depending
on the wedding package selected) plus any additional agreed upon services or unusual travel expenses not listed
above. To reserve the date, a non-refundable deposit (booking fee) of $100 shall be remitted with this signed
agreement. The remaining balance is due at the rehearsal, or if there is no rehearsal, prior to ceremony. The
bride and groom can either pay by cash, personal check, or credit card through PayPal.

The couple accepts responsibility for purchasing items needed to perform the ceremony (unity candles, sand,
roses, etc.) unless previously stated.

This agreement and any attachments constitute the entire agreement between the parties and may not be
modified except in writing signed by both parties. No other representation or promises have been made except
those that are set out in this agreement. If any part of this agreement is adjudged to be invalid, illegal,
unenforceable, the remaining parts shall not be affected and shall remain in full force and effect. IN WITNESS
HERE, the couple have executed this Wedding Ceremony Agreement and Contract as of the date stated above.

() I have read and agree with the terms written above.

Date of Contract: *

MM DD YYYY

Officiant’s Contact Information

Ken Ballard, Jr.
3642 169th St.
Torrance, CA 90504

Email: weddingpastorken@gmail.com
Phone: (424) 738-8158
Website: www.weddingpastorken.com

Please print off or screenshot a copy of the contract for yourself before hitting
submit. *

(J Done

SUBMIT

App. 1205,7
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305 903-1944

WEDDINGS WITH SERENITY

Officiant Contract

Wedding Ceremony Agreement and ConfirmationThis agreement, made this day of
, 20 by and between Weddings with Serenity hereinafter referred to as: The Officiant and__
and hereinafter

referred to as: The Couple.

WITNESSETH: In consideration of the mutual covenants and agreement herein contained, The Officiant
and The Couple hereby agree to the following terms and conditions:

THE OFFICIANT'S RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. The Officiant shall perform a marriage ceremony for The Couple on the day of
, 201 at the approximate time of: a.m./p.m.
at/on the facility of located at:

2. The Officiant warrants that she is a professional officiant, recognized as a legally ordained
minister, fully qualified to officiate wedding ceremonies and solemnize the rites of all marriages in
Florida and most states in the U.S. As Florida Notary Public, | may officiate civil ceremonies in FL.

3. The Officiant will provide the following services under the terms of this agreement:

1. A preliminary confirmation reserving the date, time and location of the wedding ceremony
as indicated above will be sent via email to The Couple.

App. 1221/6
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2. Creation of the ceremonv.

3. Two weeks prior to J, I >f The Couple will receive a final'check-n cal!
to reconfirm all aspects of the ceremony and list all items which will be needed on the day
of the wedding.

4. The Officiant shall complete and execute the marriage license and file (mail) said license
in accordance with the instructions set forth by the jurisdiction from where the license was
obtained.

THE COUPLE'S RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. The Couple understands that they must obtain a Marriage License at the appropriate jurisdiction
for which the ceremony will be performed and shall provide said Marriage License to The Officiant
to review and execute on the day of the ceremony. The Couple has been informed and fully
understands that if a valid marriage license is not presented with government issued
identification to the Officiant BEFORE the ceremony is performed, the Officiant cannot perform a
legally valid marriage ceremony.

2. The Couple shall not change the date, time or location of the wedding as listed in paragraph 1 of
this agreement without first contacting and advising The Officiant of said change so as to
determine if The Officiant is still available to perform the ceremony. The Couple also understands
and recognizes that The Officiant performs other wedding ceremonies for other couples and such
change of date, time, or location without first notifying The Officiant, or any excessive lateness
(30 minutes & over) of the originally scheduled wedding ceremony time may prevent The Officiant
from performing the ceremony. If The Couple does change the date, time, or location of the
scheduled wedding ceremony, and The Officiant is unavailable to perform the ceremony, then The
Officiant reserves the right to cancel the performance of their ceremony, and shall in no way be
held responsible or liable in any manner whatsoever for non-performance.

3. If The Officiant can still perform the wedding ceremony on the new date, time, and location, then
this agreement shall be canceled and a new agreement entered into reflecting the new date, time
and location.

4. The Couple agrees to pay The Officiant a ceremony performance fee of $ plus
any mutually agreed upon additional services and/or travel expenses outside the 5 mile radius of
502 N Highlands Dr, Hollywood, FL 33021. To reserve the above date, a NON-REFUNDABLE
deposit in the amount of $50.00 shall be remitted with this agreement (made payable by check,
cashier’s check, by using Zelle or by credit card through PayPal to “Ann Kurtzman” ). The balance
of the ceremony fee remaining, in the amount of § .00, must be paid in the form of cash,
cashier’s check or money order, or PayPal, which is due two weeks prior to the ceremony date. If
payment is not received two weeks before the wedding date, then time and date reservations are
canceled and may be booked by other parties, without exception and without notice. If The
Couple needs to make partial payments, they may do so as long as payment in full is received two
weeks prior to the ceremony date. Reservations made with less than 30 days remaining until the
wedding require a 100% non-refundable payment. Should reservations be canceled with 21 days
or less remaining before reserved date, payment in full is required to avoid legal action.

1. A deposit of 50.00 must be paid in advance and is required, along with a signed contract,
to book a date and time for a wedding. Deposits are not refundable should the wedding be
canceled for any reason. This deposit will be applied to rescheduled ceremnniae
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2. Fees are based upon amount of service time provided. If services go beyond the outlined
details (i.e. extensi S 1munications, or delays with thestart 6fthe
ceremony) additional fees will be assessed accordingly at the rate of $50.00 per half hour
and are due paid prior to the signing of the marriage license

3 You will receive a notice (via email or mail) acknowledging receipt of the deposit and
confirming your booking date and time. A PDF copy of this document in its entirety will be
returned to you by email. Hard copy of this document in its entirety will be returned to you
within 30 business days if you so request.

5. REFUSAL: The Officiant reserves the right to refuse any request for a reservation and further
reserves the right to refuse to perform any service that he/she is not comfortable with, even
though a reservation was accepted. If a wedding service that has been reserved is not performed,
then a refund shall be due in the same form it was received

6 LATE FEES: The Officiant may waive the late fee charge, at his/her discretion No refund will be
given if The Officiant is not able to perform the ceremony because of any delays beyond the
stipulated time period. If for ANY reason the ceremony starts 30 minutes or more after it is
scheduled, The Officiant may, at their option, perform a very short civil ceremony in place of the
agreed upon ceremony Neither shall Weddings with Serenity or Ann Kurtzman be held liable for
any costs of the ceremony or reception, or damages of any kind. The Officiant will charge an
additional $50.00 per half hour if required to wait more than 29 minutes past the scheduled
starting time. Said fee is due paid prior to the signing of the marriage license. The ability of The
Officiant to wait more than 30 minutes will be solely at her discretion If The Couple wishes to
void this clause and reserve The Officiant’s services for the entire day, there will be an additional
$250.00 charge, and this must be agreed upon according to the availability of The Officiant at the
time of contract signing.

7. TRAVEL AND EXPENSES: Any travel of over 5 miles (one way) from The Officiant’s home address
shall be charged at $1 00 per mile (round trip) Mileage will be determined using Google Maps All
toll expenses are also the responsibility of The Couple. Additional travel expenses may include a
one- or two-night hotel stay, if the rehearsal and/or wedding are more than 90 miles away for the
night before the wedding. These details MUST be discussed prior to signing the contract. Hotel
accommodations are required for any of the following conditions a) If the wedding is before
11:00 a.m. and more than 90 miles away (for the night before the wedding); b) If the wedding is
after 6:30 p.m. and more than 90 miles away (for the night of the wedding); c) If the wedding is
more than 90 miles away and service is requested for rehearsal the night before the wedding. All
travel expenses should be included in the total ceremony cost and need to be paid two weeks
prior to the ceremony. All parking fees and entrance fees to your venue are to be paid by The
Couple and shall be included in the total ceremony cost and shall be paid two weeks prior to the
ceremony.

8. ADD ON CEREMONY ITEMS: The Couple accepts responsibility for purchasing items needed to
perform any of the smaller ceremonies that they may wish to include in their ceremony (i e Unity
or memory candles, wine, roses, sand, breakable glass). These items may be shipped to the
officiant as a convenience to out of town couples. If The Couple requests any special provisions
from The Officiant, these details should be submitted in writing no later than three weeks prior to
the ceremony date

AL PROVISIONS:
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1. The Officiant shall arrive at the wedding location 20 minutes prior to the time of the wedding
ceremony, and 20 minutes > ¢ 2 2 hearsals. The Couple fully understdids and
agrees that The Officiant shall not be responsible or held liable in the event The Officiant is
prohibited from performing The Couple’s wedding ceremony due to illness, hospitalization, auto
accident, transportation breakdown/disruption, traffic difficulties, acts of God such as hurricanes
or inclement weather or other unforeseen incapacitation or other cause of non-arrival on the day
of the ceremony. The Officiant will make every attempt to notify The Couple and to provide a
substitute Officiant who can perform a wedding ceremony if time and resources permit. In any
event, The Officiant, their agents and assigns shall NOT be held liable for any compensation or
any damages (including punitive) due to non-performance of any ceremony/function resulting
from such incapacitations, non-arrival, errors and/or omissions of any type.

2. The Couple gives permission and shall allow The Officiant to post a photograph(s) of them with
The Officiant on The Officiant’s website for viewing by the internet community. The Couple
acknowledges that this is for promotional purposes only and they do not expect to receive any
compensation of any kind. There shall be no expiration for this permission.

3. The Officiant gives permission and shall allow The Couple to use any photographs, videos, or
other recording media in which The Officiant is in, or part of, in any manner or for any purpose
they wish.

4. This agreement and attachments constitute the entire agreement between the parties and may
not be modified except in writing signed by both parties or by the acknowledgment of email
received by both parties. No other representations or promises have been made except those that
are set out in this agreement.

If any part of this agreement is adjudged invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the remaining parts shall not
be affected and remain in full force and effect.

Total Fee: $ = Ceremony Fee $ + Applicable Add-on Fees $

Payment Terms:

A deposit of $50.00 is due at contract signing to reserve your date and is not refundable. The balance of
total fee ($ ) is due two weeks before the ceremony by: made payable by check, cashier’'s
check, by using Zelle or by credit card through PayPal to “Ann Kurtzman”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto agree to the terms and conditions as described above and
have caused this contract to be signed on the dates indicated below, but effective as of the effective
date.

Ann E. Kurtzman (Officiant) (Date)

(Client Print Name) (Date)
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A CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
for Members of the Rabbinical Assembly
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noY ¥1¥77: A CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
for Members of the Rabbinical Assembly

I. INTRODUCTION

II.

)23 19%a( PP QY N2Y YIXT TOM NN VOWKR MWY OXR °D Tan WNT A 2w a1 07X T A

A life committed to the rabbinate is a life committed to walking with humility before God. We recognize that
ordination carries with it a commitment to live and model a life of n11¥7 and religious observance governed by
19977, Whether we serve in the pulpit, educational settings, chaplaincy, the campus, communal organizations, or
the military, there is no area of rabbinic service which is exempt from our dedication to172r% 27X P2 N1¥7 and 12
Dpno a7R: Just as we pray every day in the ver vevt: 87791 727K 1122 7771 TR1EA2 1327 PAT1 TNIN2 1Y IR
7w nX, we dedicate ourselves to live out these words in every area of life and work.

Because our lives are bound up in this commitment to 71710 and 7w, what follows is a code of professional
and ethical conduct which applies to every member of The Rabbinical Assembly in whatever rabbinic position

served.

This code clarifies expected responsibilities inanumber of areas related to Assembly membership, including
relationships among colleagues, personal behavior, and policies and standards of the Assembly. In addition, there
is a description of the 712377 731 and its procedures. We believe this code will be helpful to all colleagues and

provide guidance in certain complex areas of concern.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

Membership inthe Rabbinical Assemblyisavailable torabbis ordained from seminaries of the Conservative/
Masorti Movement. These are the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City, the Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, the Rabbinical School of the Schechter Institute in Jerusalem, the Seminario
Rabinico Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires, and the Jewish Theological Seminary in Budapest. Membership is
contingent upon receiving ordination, filing a signed membership application and being elected to membership
by vote at the Rabbinical Assembly’s annual meeting. Any ordainee who chooses not to become a member of
the Rabbinical Assembly within one year of ordination must apply for membership through the Membership
Committee.

Rabbis ordained at other recognized institutions of Jewish learning who wish to become members of the
Rabbinical Assembly must go through an application process administered through the Membership Committee.

Membership may be denied or revoked if at any time there have been violations of a moral, ethical or
religious nature, or there has been a criminal conviction by any court of law, or there has been disciplinary action

taken by a professional body.

This code was approved by the Executive Council on October 21, 2004, 6 9% 5765
Revised October 18, 2018, v"ywn nwnio 'v.
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III. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP

Members of the Rabbinical Assembly are required to fulfill the responsibilities of membership and
fulfill the halakhic and administrative policies established by the Assembly. The signing of the membership
application serves as an agreement to abide by these policies and to abide by the Assembly’s code of professional
conduct.

Thus, while the rights and status of X7nX7 X7 are strongly upheld by the Rabbinical Assembly, granting
to each rabbi the responsibility to determine halakhic parameters for his or her congregation, institution or
organization, it is expected that the rulings of the Rabbinical Assembly and of the Committee on Jewish Law

and Standards will serve as halakhic guide for members of the Assembly and their communities.

“Standards of Religious Practice” are binding upon all members of the Rabbinical Assembly. Such
standards are established through the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards with approval of the

Assembly at an annual meeting. Current Standards of Religious Practice include:

a) Clergy of the Conservative/Masorti Movement may grant formal Jewish status only to a person who is
either born to a Jewish woman or converted with fevilah and (if male) brit milah as approved by a Beit
Din, it being understood that any member of the Rabbinical Assembly shall continue to possess the right
to petition the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards for an opinion on any case of extraordinary

circumstances.

b) Clergy of the Conservative/Masorti Movement may officiate in any aspect of any manner of wedding
ceremony for a person previously married to a Jew only if the previous marriage was dissolved by the
death of the spouse or by a divorce in both civil law and in Jewish law, the latter by a v3, by another

form of dissolution approved by the CJLS, or by the action of the Joint Bet Din.

c) Clergy of the Conservative/Masorti movement may officiate at weddings only if both parties are
Jewish. Officiation means signing documents or verbal participation of any kind. Attendance as a guest

at a wedding where only one party is Jewish is not included in this Standard of Religious Practice.

Violations of Standards of Religious Practice usually result in expulsion from the Rabbinical

Assembly.

Administrative policies and halakhic practice parameters are promulgated by the Executive Council and
are binding upon the membership of the Rabbinical Assembly. These currently include:

(1) Keeping the Rabbinical Assembly informed of current address and place of employment, if any. The
Rabbinical Assembly makes every effort to maintain contact with members of the Assembly. Should such
contact not be possible due to amember’s failure to inform the Assembly of a current address, after one
year, membership in the Assembly will end and reinstatement may only occur by application through the
Membership Committee.

(2) The filing of dues forms and timely payment of dues. Failure to file annual dues forms and complete
payment of dues may result in suspension or expulsion from membership. Itis also expected that all other
financial obligations such as payments related to convention or attendance at seminars will also be paid when

due.
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(3) Abidingbythepoliciesestablished by committees ofthe Rabbinical Assemblyasapproved bythe Executive

Council, such as those of the Placement Commission, Membership Committee, 712577 791, etc.

(4) Abiding by regional practices in order to strengthen rabbinic cooperation and promote communal
cohesiveness. Regional policies must conform to those of the Rabbinical Assembly and are subjectto review
and approval by the Executive Council. Rabbis resident in or working temporarily in a region must abide by
regional policies.

(5) Rabbinical Assembly members may not privately ordain individuals. The Rabbinical Assembly firmly
opposes private ordination as undermining the high standards of rabbinic education and training, and as

demeaning the trust and respect of the rabbinic profession.

(6) Ifarabbiisinterested in establishing anew congregation for whatever reason, he/she must seek and receive
approval of the Placement Commission.

(7) Rabbinical Assembly members may notofficiate atany civil marriage ceremonies. Colleagues may only
function in rabbinic roles and may not serve in civil capacities for marriages or other ceremonies and rites.
Rabbis may not officiate when a required civil marriage license has not been previously obtained.

(8) Itis Executive Council policy that v should be arranged through certifie 1°03 7701 who participate in the
vi Registration Project of the Joint Bet Din.

Failure to abide by Rabbinical Assembly policies and/or this Code of Professional Conduct may result in
disciplinary action. Administrative policy violations such as a placement violation or a failure to remit dues as
required will be reviewed by the appropriate committee ofthe RA (e.g., Placement Commission, Administrative
Committee) and disciplinary action, if any recommended. Violations of an ethical, moral or religious nature
will be referred to the 725771731, If necessary, a recommendation for disciplinary action will be reported to the

Administrative Committee, and then voted upon by the Executive Council to become effective.

IV.RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN RABBIS

1. Within the Same Congregation
(A) Multiple Rabbis
The complexity and diversity of congregational life and activity often require the engagement of two or
more rabbis to better serve congregational needs. The Rabbinical Assembly encourages this practice. It
brings great benefit to congregational communities and enables rabbis to be more effective in their work.
(1) Inthose congregations served by more than one rabbi, it is expected that the senior rabbi will share
rabbinic duties with assistants/associates in order to enhance opportunities for rabbinic growth and
development and integration into congregational life and affairs, unless the assistant/associate, by
agreement, title, and/or position description, will not generally assume similar rabbinic duties (e.g.,
serves as educational director or executive director).
(2) Itisexpected that relationships among rabbis in the same congregation will reflect the highest degree
of collegiality, respect and cooperation. Itis expected that rabbis will be supportive of each other and

4
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ANNULMENT

An annulment is a declaration by a Church tribunal (a Catholic church court) that a
marriage thought to be valid according to Church law actually fell short of at least one of
the essential elements required for a binding union.

The annulment process is frequently misunderstood.

These Annulment FAQs explain who needs an annulment, the process, and its effects.
What is an annulment?

"Annulment" is an unfortunate word that is sometimes used to refer to a Catholic
"declaration of nullity." Actually, nothing is made null through the process. Rather, a
Church tribunal (a Catholic Church court) declares that a marriage thought to be valid
according to Church law actually fell short of at least one of the essential elements
required for a binding union.

For a Catholic marriage to be valid, it is required that: (1) the spouses are free to marry;
(2) they are capable of giving their consent to marry; (3) they freely exchange their
consent; (4) in consenting to marry, they have the intention to marry for life, to be faithful
to one another and be open to children; (5) they intend the good of each other; and (6)
their consent is given in the presence of two witnesses and before a properly authorized
Church minister. Exceptions to the last requirement must be approved by Church
authority.

Why does the Church require a divorced Catholic to obtain a declaration of nullity
before marrying in the Church?

In fidelity to Jesus' teaching, the Church believes that marriage is a lifelong bond (see
Matt 19:1-10); therefore, unless one's spouse has died, the Church requires the
divorced Catholic to obtain a declaration of nullity before marrying someone else. The
tribunal process seeks to determine if something essential was missing at the moment
of consent, that is, the time of the wedding. If so, the Church can declare that a valid
marriage was never actually brought about on the wedding day.

What does the tribunal process involve?

Several steps are involved. The person who is asking for the declaration of nullity — the
petitioner — submits written testimony about the marriage and a list of persons who are
familiar with the marriage. These people must be willing to answer questions about the
spouses and the marriage. If the other spouse did not co-sign the petition, the tribunal
will contact that spouse — the respondent — who has a right to be involved. In some
cases the respondent does not wish to become involved; the case can still move
forward.

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/annulment/index.cfm
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Based upon the information that was submitted, a tribunal official will determine the
process that is to be followed. Regardless of the selected process, both the petitioner
and the respondent will be able to read the testimony submitted, except that protected
by civil law (for example, counseling records). Each party may also appoint a Church
advocate to represent him or her before the tribunal. A representative for the Church,
called the defender of the bond, will argue for the validity of the marriage.

If the tribunal decides in favor of the nullity of the marriage, the parties are then free to
marry in the Catholic Church, unless an appeal of the decision is lodged or the decision
includes a prohibition against one or both of the parties marrying until certain underlying
issues have been resolved (see Code of Canon Law, 1682.1).

How long does the process take?

The length will depend upon the type of process that is followed, e.g., the ordinary
judicial process, the process before the bishop, a documentary process, or a process
before a Roman court. Your diocesan tribunal will be able to give you a more exact
estimate based upon your case.

How can a couple married for many years present a case?

The tribunal process examines the events leading up to, and at the time of, the wedding
ceremony, in an effort to determine whether what was required for a valid marriage was
ever brought about. The length of common life is not proof of validity but a long marriage
does provide evidence that a couple had some capacity for a life-long commitment. It
does not prove or disprove the existence of a valid marriage bond.

If a marriage is declared null, does it mean that the marriage never existed?

No. It means that a marriage that was thought to be valid civilly and canonically was in
fact not valid according to Church law. A declaration of nullity does not deny that a
relationship existed. It simply states that the relationship was missing something that the
Church requires for a valid marriage.

If a declaration of nullity is granted, are the children considered illegitimate?

No. A declaration of nullity has no effect on the legitimacy of children who were born of
the union following the wedding day, since the child's mother and father were presumed
to be married at the time that the child was born. Parental obligations remain after a
marriage may be declared null.

| do not plan to re-marry. Why should | present a marriage case?

Some people find that simply writing out their testimony helps them to understand what
went wrong and why. They gain insights into themselves. Others say that the process
allowed them to tell their whole story for the first time to someone who was willing to
listen. A person cannot know today if they might want to marry in the future when crucial
witnesses may be deceased or their own memories may have dimmed.

Why does the Catholic Church require an intended spouse, who is divorced but
not Catholic, to obtain a declaration of nullity before marrying in the Catholic
Church?

The Catholic Church respects the marriages of non-Catholics and presumes that they
are valid. Thus, for example, it considers the marriages of two Protestant, Jewish, or
even nonbelieving persons to be binding for life. Marriages between baptized persons,
moreover, are considered to be sacramental. The Church requires a declaration of
nullity in order to establish that an essential element was missing in that previous union
that prevented it from being a valid marriage, and thus the intended spouse is free to
marry.

This is often a difficult and emotional issue. If the intended spouse comes from a faith
tradition that accepts divorce and remarriage, it may be hard to understand why he/she
must go through the Catholic tribunal process. Couples in this situation may find it
helpful to talk with a priest or deacon. To go through the process can be a sign of great
love of the non-Catholic for the intended spouse.

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/annulment/index.cfm
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My fiancé/e and | want to marry in the Catholic Church. He/she has been married
before and has applied for a declaration of nullity. When can we set a date for our
wedding?

You should not set a date until the tribunal's decision has been finalized. First, the
petition may not be granted. Second, even if the petition is eventually granted, there
may be unexpected delays in the process, e.g., if your fiancé/e's spouse wishes to
appeal the tribunal's decision.

How much does it cost?

Pope Francis has asked dioceses whenever possible to provide their tribunal services
free of charge. Depending upon how much your diocese is able to subsidize the work of
its tribunal, you may be asked to pay a nominal fee. You may also be asked to make a
donation following the completion of your case. Fees are typically payable over time,
and may be reduced or even waived in cases of financial difficulty. Other expenses may
be incurred when consultation with medical, psychological, or other experts is needed,
or if you obtain the services of a private canon lawyer to represent you.

How do | start the process?

Your parish can provide the information and forms that you need to get started.

©2020 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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ABOUT ME YOUR CEREMONY HAPPY COUPLES WEDDING RESOURCES
OFFICIANT IN ACTION CONTACT

FAQs

Where do you perform your ceremonies?

I’m not tied to any particular venue — I can perform ceremonies anywhere. I
do have some favorite venues that I can suggest if you’ve not chosen a
location yet.

How much do you charge?

My fee varies based upon the complexity of the ceremony and the distance of
the ceremony venue from my location, which is Akron, Ohio. My rates are
competitive, however, I will readily admit that I’m not the least expensive
officiant around. Cheap goods and services are cheap for a reason — because
they suck. Be wary of anyone who will perform your ceremony for an
astoundingly low price, as one gets what one pays for.

Do you offer any discounts?
App. 135
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I offer discounts for ceremonies that meet any of the following criteria:

Take place in the morning (ending before noon) or mid-to-late-evening
(beginning no earlier than 7:30 p.m. and ending no later than 10 p.m.)

Take place on a Friday or Sunday, with an additional discount applying
for Monday through Thursday ceremonies

Take place in November/December, with an additional discount applying
for those in January/February

We have X number of people attending our
wedding. How much do you charge for a
wedding that large?

I don’t charge more if you have more people attending your wedding
ceremony. Some officiants do, and I think it’s extraordinarily lame. Whether
it’s just two people (namely, the couple) or 2,000 people, my fee is the same.
I’m not Wayne Newton. Much. (Kidding. I’'m not Wayne Newton at all, just
to reassure you.)

What makes your wedding ceremonies
different?

A church wedding is all wrong for couples that aren’t religious. I provide a
secular or spiritual alternative to church weddings. A justice of the peace
offers the same alternative, but the resulting ceremony is dry, short and not
custom-written based on the couple’s tastes and beliefs.

Do you do “traditional” ceremonies using
“traditional” wedding language?

That’s entirely up to you. If you want to use traditional wedding language (“I,
Brad, take you, Suzy, to be my lawfully wedded wife ...”) I’'m happy to
oblige. Take a look at some of the ceremonies I’ve performed for some
examples of nontraditional language. You can also do both — for example,
nontraditional vows but a traditional exchange of rings. I’ll say whatever
makes the ceremony meaningful for you both!

We're having our wedding in a church - can you
still perform the ceremony?

Churches almost always require that, at very least, an ordained member of
their religious order perform a wedding ceremony that taking place in their

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/finding-a-wedding-officiant/
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chapel. That being said, I’'m happy to perform a wedding ceremony
anywhere, church or otherwise, if it can be arranged.

We wrote our own ceremony - will you simply
recite it?

No. The words I speak during a wedding ceremony directly reflect on me
personally and professionally. As such, I don’t simply “read” ceremonies
prepared by others.

Can we write our own vows?

Absolutely! I encourage you to write and recite your own wedding vows if
you feel comfortable doing so.

Can we read and edit the ceremony you've
written for us?

No. I ask that couples trust that I’ll compose the perfect ceremony for them,
and because of this, I don’t allow them to read it ahead of time. The words
will have much more impact if you hear them for the first time on your actual
wedding day.

Our wedding is going to have a unique theme -
can you write it based on that theme?

Yes, but depending on the complexity of the theme, there may be an
additional fee. For instance, if you’re looking for simple references to an
ethnic-themed wedding, no additional fee will be required. On the other hand,
if you want a traditional Klingon wedding, that’s going to require some extra
research, extra writing and extra money. Plus, I’ll have to learn Klingon.

Can you dress a certain way for our ceremony?

I’ll wear whatever you want for your ceremony — within reason. Most couples
want someone in a black suit and white collared shirt, with or without a tie. If
you’re looking for something a little more exotic (like a cassock and cincture,
or a costume for a themed wedding), extra charges will apply.

How long do your ceremonies last?

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/finding-a-wedding-officiant/
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Depending on what you request to be included in the ceremony, 15-20
minutes. This doesn’t include processionals or any other elements. While this
might not sound like a long time, trust me — it’s just right. It’s a densely
packed ceremony — every word is robust with meaning. Most couples (as well
as most ceremony attendees) would prefer a short, purposeful ceremony —
without the rambling commentary some officiants insist on engaging in — and
one focused on the couple’s love and not a litany of religious instructions for
the married life.

Do you bring your own sound equipment?

No, it will be your responsibility to provide sound equipment if you want me
to use a microphone. Please be aware — I can ONLY use a wireless, lapel
microphone. Your DJ or sound person must be made aware of this in advance.
I CANNOT use a traditional, handheld microphone, even on a microphone
stand. In most cases, I can project quite clearly without a microphone. In all
but the most necessary cases, I recommend against using one. They detract
greatly from the atmosphere of the ceremony.

Do we have to attend pre-marriage counseling
with you before the ceremony?

Absolutely not. I find pre-marriage counseling insulting, invasive and
distasteful. I’'m not a therapist, and can offer you no advice for a successful
marriage other than to always love and respect each other. Similarly, I do not
“screen” couples from some imaginary moral high ground to determine if
they are “ready” to get married. You’re both adults and I trust you’ve made a
reasonable, informed decision to marry each other. This paragraph constitutes
the whole of my pre-marriage counseling.

May we contact other couples you've performed
ceremonies for?

You may! The testimonials page has comments from couples for whom I’ve
performed ceremonies, as well as their friends and loved ones. Contact me at
330-703-2430, and let me know who you’d like me to put you in touch with.
I’1l also put you in touch with couples I’ve worked with who have not left
testimonials, such is my confidence that their feedback will reflect the high
caliber of the services I perform.

What would happen if you were unavailable to
perform a scheduled ceremony”?

In the extremely unlikely event of a catastrophic emergency, I have an
associate officiant who will preside over the scheduled ceremony at a

App. 138
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moment’s notice.

Will you shave your beard for our ceremony?

No. If you require that much control over your wedding day, I’m probably not
the right person to perform your ceremony.

Do you perform gay commitment ceremonies?

I very much look forward for the day when all state governments legally
recognize a gay couple’s right to marry. Until then, however, I will cheerfully
perform non-legally binding wedding ceremonies (sometimes referred to as
commitment ceremonies) for gay couples. You can read my manifesto on gay
marriage (and the senseless opposition to it) here.

We wish to renew our vows - can you officiate
the ceremony?

I will happily celebrate a vow-renewal ceremony. The same process and fee
structure is utilized as for a wedding ceremony.

|s it standard practice to “tip” the officiant? Do
you accept gratuity?

Whether it’s standard practice or not is a matter of some debate. Nonetheless,
I expect nothing more than the agreed-upon fee. That being said, I do
cheerfully accept gratuity.

Should | invite you to our rehearsal dinner or
reception?

Weddings are intimate affairs for the couple’s friends and family. I have no
problem simply performing my duties at the rehearsal and ceremony and
excusing myself. However, I’'m honored by any invitation to break bread with
and enjoy the company of your loved ones. However, I’'m often forced to
decline those kind offers, usually because of other ceremonies or rehearsals
that [ must attend.

You won't be offended if we don’t tip you or
invite you to our rehearsal dinner or reception?

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/finding-a-wedding-officiant/
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Weddings are expensive enough as is. [ don’t begrudge anyone who wishes to
spare the expense of having me at the rehearsal dinner or reception, or who
wishes to forgo gratuity. I’m just happy to be a part of your wedding day!

How do we get our marriage license? Do you
furnish it?

It is the responsibility of the local court authority to provide a couple with a
marriage license. Fees and procedures vary from county to county. Check
with your county courthouse for information and bring the entire marriage
license packet with you to the ceremony.

Should we get you a boutonniere?

You don’t have to, but I do like pretty flowers and looking spiffy. Just sayin’.

| spoke to someone who will do my ceremony
for half of what you chargel Why bother paying
the extra money?

Couples spend thousands upon thousands of dollars (even for modest
weddings) on details that most attendees — and sometimes even the couple —
forget. Most people who attend your wedding won’t remember what the
flowers looked like, if the groom wore a vest or a cummerbund, or the quality
of paper the program was printed on. What they will remember is if the
ceremony went smoothly, and the person officiating seemed bright,
thoughtful and seemed to genuinely know, care for and connect with the
couple. They’ll also remember if the officiant rambled, pronounced names
wrong, or said something grating or offensive that clearly didn’t fit into the
couple’s worldview. When it comes to wedding officiants, you get what you
pay for. Opt for the plain green beans rather than the green beans almondine
at your reception, and use the extra $50 or $100 you’ll save to spring for the
best officiant you can find. You and your guests will remember your officiant,
but not their side dish.

The other officiant | spoke to is a doctor of
divinityl Doesn’t that make him/her more
qualified than you?

<Insert Expletive Here> no. Historically, a doctor of divinity degree is
conferred to an individual by a university to teach theology or related
religious subjects. In the United States, a true doctor of divinity degree is
honorary. However, several organizations “sell” these degrees (or the
equally meaningless doctor of metaphysics degree) to people willing to
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shell out $30. I find the practice insulting to the true scholars who have
worked tirelessly to earn a true doctor-level degree from an accredited
university. Anyone who wears the letters DD, MsCD or any other nonsense
after their name should be approached with skepticism. Not only has this
officiant deluded him or herself into believing they are a doctor, they are
trying to delude you into believing it, too. You should be wary of doing
business with someone so dishonest.

What are you exactly, anyway? A priest? A
minister? A justice of the peace?

I am ordained by the Universal Life Church and licensed by individual
jurisdictions (the secretaries of state in Ohio and West Virginia, and in
Pennsylvania, within each individual county’s Clerk of Orphans’ Court) to
solemnize marriages. That’s all. I am not a priest, minister, rabbi, or anything
of the sort. Nor am I a justice of the peace, as I’'m not a judge. I’'m just a guy
who can legally marry people.

So what do we call you, then?

Some ordained individuals like to be called reverend (or occasionally father
or brother.) I disdain any such title. The title of “reverend” implies the bearer
of said title should be revered. This, to me, implies moral authority, and as [
do not claim such authority (nor do I consider any person — living, dead or yet
to be born — to be worthy of that claim), I gently but firmly insist that you call
me “Tim” or “dude.” (You know, that or, uh, His Dudeness, or, uh, Duder, or
El Duderino if you’re not into the whole brevity thing.)

|s this your full-time job?

It is now! I said farewell to my day job in 2011, and I now officiate weddings
full-time. But it’s far more than just a job for me — it is a passion and
something that [ enjoy immensely. I’'m very fortunate to get paid to do
something I love so much.

How many ceremonies have you performed?
How often do you perform ceremonies??

When I began in 2010, I performed 22 ceremonies. In 2012, I performed 85
ceremonies. [ anticipate performing more than 100 ceremonies each year
from 2013 onward. In the summer and the warmer months of spring and fall,
I perform anywhere from two-to-six ceremonies each weekend, and three-to-
four each month in the late fall, winter and early spring months.

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/finding-a-wedding-officiant/
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We need to get married yesterday! How quickly
can you perform our ceremony?

If you’re looking for a “quickie” ceremony and your wedding license is about
to expire — or if you need a ceremony on short notice for any other reason — I
can perform most ceremonies the same day. Just contact me.

What are some of the best anagrams of your
name”?

Hoagie Me Trust, Atheist Morgue, Age The Tourism, Goatee This Rum and
Meager Hot Suit.

How many tattoos do you have?

It depends on what you count as a single tattoo. Conservatively speaking, I
have nine, but I’ve been “under the needle” many more times than that.

Which one is your favorite?

This one.

What's the story behind it?

You can read about it here.

Are any of them visible when you're clad in your
marryin’-people garb? Our grandparents will
probably stroke out if you've got some Mike
Tyson-esque shit going on.

Negatory. Nothing on my hands, neck or face.

What is the air-speed velocity of an unladen
swallow?

Which do you mean? An African or European swallow?

You're a very silly person.

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/finding-a-wedding-officiant/
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I look forward to an enjoyable experience with you in the process of working with you and officiating your wedding!
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Click here to email or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 far from traditional and
= conventional and she
Serving Lake County, Cuyahoga County, never batted an eye.
& All of Northeast Ohio Even when my
husband... read full
review

Read all 14 Reviews at
[,2 weddings, Wedding
Cakes, Wedding
Planning, Wedding
Checklists, Free Wedding
Websites, Wedding Dresses,
Wedding Ideas & more

Rev Angelle serves a small, multi-faith parish in NE Ohio, and is legally licensed through the Universal Ministries. Rev
Angelle is available to officiate and solemnize marriages anywhere in Ohio and many other States. (Photocopy of
credentials and/or references available upon request.) She is also available to perform blessings, and baptisms for you
or your children, dedication ceremonies, baby naming ceremonies or Christenings, Wiccanings, funerals, eulogies and
memorial services and spiritual counseling.

Interested persons should e-mail RevAngelle@RoadRunner.com for more information, or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895
Serving all of Northeast Ohio.

for frequently asked questions and rates / fees click here

Click here to see my getting-to-know-you wedding_guestionnaire

Frequently Asked Wedding Questions

deposits - fees - methods of payment, credit cards - travel - elopements - wedding_location ideas - verify my credentials - Clergy attire -
microphone - wedding.dress - decorated wedding_arch - theme weddings - marriage license information - renewal of vows - original
ceremonies - out of state couples - ceremony_music - no counseling_or classes required - face-to-face planning._sessions - military couples
- on-going_spiritual support - no church membership required - baptisms and Christenings - funerals, eulogies and memorial services -
commitment ceremonies / same sex marriage - gay_ weddings

Q: How much will you charge to perform our wedding?
A: Arrangements with me are based on the location and details of your wedding, and I'm happy to work with your
budget concerns. (I don't want to turn anyone away!) I'd be glad to discuss these details with you at your free, in-

person wedding consultation, and I have many references can give you upon request.
(click here to read wedding client reviews)

Q:Do you require a deposit to book our wedding?

A: A deposits will secure wedding date with me. You may put down a deposit when you make arrangements for me to
perform your wedding, and then pay the balance the day of your wedding, or in installments, so to break up the cost into
more than one payment. I can also accept credit cards via Paypal or Square.

Down payments also serve as a reminder to you, should your plans change before the date arrives, you'll remember to
tell me!!! :) I have to turn many couples away who request a date once it has been booked, and you'd be surprised how
easy it is to forget to tell me plans got postponed or cancelled. Deposits and installments are also an excellent way to
survive the Winter months when there are fewer marriages to perform, but when many couples begin to plan their
weddings for the following year.

If you wish for me to offer the Eucharist or Communion at your ceremony, purchase supplies to assist with decorating,
or some other special request that requires me to make purchases for your ceremony, this will also require a deposit to
cover the costs of the wine and the wafers, or other requested supplies.

I am always happy to bring things I already own to help enhance your ceremony location, such as an altar with flowers
and/or wedding candles, seasonal garlands, wreaths, et al. I can also custom-design an altar arrangement for you that
can remain intact throughout your reception that will compliment the color scheme of your entire wedding.

App. 1493/9
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Please read the following paragraphs regarding donations, and we can discuss the arrangement that will best suit your
preferences and circumstances.

A: I can accept cash, checks, money orders, and credit cards and electronic transactions through PayPal or Square.
Under certain circumstances I am also willing barter for services with appropriate arrangements made ahead of time.

Click here to email RevAngelle@RoadRunner.com
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

A: Turns out I have developed quite a good reputation for my ceremonies in the State of Ohio, and I get requests to
travel all over Ohio to perform weddings. I am also willing to travel long distances for out-of-state or destination
weddings. I am based in Lake County Ohio.

Long journeys are more expensive than shorter trips, but if the travel time fits into my schedule, and the extra expense
fits into your budget, then it is possible to make arrangements to perform your out-of-town wedding ceremony.

Q: Do you have a church, wedding chapel or other location where we can get married?

A: Yes!!!! T am able to perform weddings just about anywhere. If you desire an elopement or a Justice-of-the-Peace
ceremony, I can marry you at a location of your choice, in front of my fireplace, or at the park/beach around the corner
from here.

Q: Do you know of other locations where we can get married?
A: The list of wedding ceremony and wedding reception ideas in Northeast Ohio is very long! We should talk! Here are a
few examples:

Who wouldn't want to get married in a castle! Willoughby Hills, Ohio offers the beautiful
Squire's Castle for both wedding ceremonies and wedding receptions. While there is no
charge to use Squire's Castle for your outdoor wedding ceremony location, it is a very popular
choice with Ohio brides. You should contact the Parks and Recreation Dept to obtain your 2
hour permit so your day and time are guaranteed, and no one can boot you before your
wedding is over. Visit https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/about/cleveland-metroparks-
organization/policies-procedures/permits/wedding-ceremonies-permit for more information
and to get your permit.

This lovely gazebo at Overlook Park in Mentor on the Lake, Ohio overlooks the water and a
lovely park, and is an ideal location for do-it-yourself wedding ceremonies and wedding
receptions. Your wedding help is welcome to bring all the decorations and refreshments you
care to offer. Room inside to fit chairs and wedding guests for 50-75 people. No rental fee,
only reservations needed!!! Contact me for more info RevAngelle@roadrunner.com

Holden Arboretum in Mentor, Ohio has both indoor and outdoor locations to rent for your
wedding ceremony and reception. This is the view from one of their indoor rooms. Holden
Arboretum

Mapleside Farms in Brunswick, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding ceremony and
reception. Their 100 acre location has beautiful views, rooms for hundreds of guests, full
catering for your reception, and an attentive staff that really cares to make your wedding day
as perfect as possible. Their rates are a fabulous value! Mapleside Farms

La Malfa Party Center in Mentor, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding ceremony
and reception. The offer room for 1,500 guests, full catering for your reception, and an
experienced staff that caters great attention to detail. La Malfa

The Patrician Party Center in Eastlake, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. The offer room for 900 guests, full catering for your reception, si&dp p 150
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an experienced staff that caters great attention to detail. Patrician

Wildwood Cultural Center in Mentor, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. Their has beautiful garden views, room for up to 150 guests, full
kitchen for your DIY reception or caterer, great rates, and an atmosphere to die for.
Wildwood Cultural Center

La Vera Party Center in Willoughby, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. Their rooms accommodate 350 guests each, full catering for your
reception, and a great staff.

Q: How do we know you have a legal minister's license and can sign our marriage certificate?

I am happy to provide a copy of my credentials to you upon request. I am legally ordained through the Universal
Ministries, and am licensed to solemnize marriages from the Secretary of State in Ohio. You are also welcome to
compare them with the minister's database which is kept by our government and gives you the opportunity to verify the
credentials of any ordained minister who is legally licensed to solemnize marriages. Click here to check my credentials
on the Secretary of the State of Ohio's website.

Q: What will you wear when you perform our wedding ceremony?
A: I have a variety of "looks" you can select from that will compliment the style and theme of your wedding. (some
pictures at the top of this page) We can discuss this at your consultation. Costuming by request.

Q: Do you perform theme weddings?

A: Renaissance weddings, Halloween weddings, Christmas weddings, beach weddings, Celtic weddings, Scottish
weddings, military weddings, etc. We can design almost any theme you might desire for your ceremony. Our property
is always elaborately decorated for Halloween during the entire month of October, as well as the month of December for
Christmas.

Q: We Love the idea of having you design our wedding vows and perform our ceremony. Are there other

A: Whether you just need a Minister to Officiate at your wedding, if you need a little help with the last few details of
planning your wedding and reception, or if you need assistance with EVERYTHING, I am very happy to help.

Q: Can you help us decorate our wedding arch?
A: I would be happy to help you design and decorate your own wedding arch that can be used for your ceremony, and
can remain in place throughout your reception. You can pick up the arch and lights in a box at most craft supply stores
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for under $30. I can advise you on what to purchase to dress it up, or we can assign me a shopping list as part of my
service for your wedding.

A: This varies from state to state. In Ohio, both the Bride and Groom need to apply for the marriage license together at
the Clerk of Courts in the county in which you reside, unless you are from out-of-state, in which case you will apply for
your marriage license in the county in which you will get married. Click here to apply for your County Marriage License
Online! Typically this license must be signed by a licensed officiant within 90 days of obtaining it or it will expire. You
will both need to go together, and will both need your drivers license or State issued picture ID. If either of you have
been married in the past, you will need to bring proof that the marriage has legally ended by divorce or death. If
between the ages of 18 and 21, you'll also need a copy of your birth certificate. If between the ages of 16 and 18,
parental consent is required.

In Ohio there is no waiting period to receive your marriage license, and no blood tests are required. Average cost of a
marriage license runs between $45, though some counties charge more. For more information regarding marriage
licenses in Ohio, click here. For a list of phone numbers and addresses for Ohio county clerk of courts, click here. For
all other states, click here.

For couples who wish to solemnize their vows, but who do not wish to apply for a State-issued marriage license, I am
happy to provide you with a lovely Certificate of Marriage that allows you to record and display the date you took your
vows on a decorative document.

Q: Do you perform re-marriage, anniversary, or renewal of vows ceremonies?
A: Yes, I do perform renewal of marriage ceremonies. I would be very happy to design your "second wedding" and help
you to renew your wedding vows so that it exceeds your expectations.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northest Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

Q: We already had a legal Justice-of-the-Peace service, but now we wish to have a formal wedding

us, even though we are already legally married?
A: Yes, I would love to solemnize your Union with the eyes of Loved Ones before you. No reason to skip the traditions
and rituals with Family just because you had reasons to expedite the legal portion of your marriage! :)

or solemnize our wedding without a legal, state-issued document?

A: Yes, I will gladly allow you to say your vows with each other without a state-issued license. I understand there are
some who wish to ask for God and Family to be part of their marriage, but not the government. If at some point in the
future you choose to obtain a marriage license, I would be happy to sign it for you at that point in time as well.

Q: We do not live in Ohio, but we've heard of your unique, original wedding ceremonies. Can you design a
ceremony for our Officiant to use, or can we purchase an original ceremony from you? Do you perform
destination weddings?

A: If you are getting married outside of Ohio, but wish to inquire about obtaining an original ceremony with original
vows for your own wedding, please click here. I am also willing to travel the entire globe to perform weddings. Name
your wedding location, world-wide, and I'll inquire as to legal requirements for performing the ceremony. I'll follow you
anywhere in the United States and Internationally to make your destination wedding perfect.

help us plan our wedding ceremony via long-distance?

A: I would be delighted to help you with your Ohio wedding ceremony while you reside out-of-state. Many people
choose to get married in the hometown of their parents or other relatives to make it easier for family to attend. We can
work on the details of your ceremony through email and telephone conversations. If there is opportunity to fit in a
meeting before the wedding, I am happy to meet with you. But I have performed weddings for many out-of-town
couples who need this extra leeway, and I find it is just as easy to provide excellent service to you in this manner as in
any other.

You will need to apply for your Ohio marriage license together, in person, in the county you will be married in, once you
are in Ohio. But there is no waiting period once you apply, so you can obtain your license on any business day, during
business hours, as close as the morning you will get married, if you can find the time. Most folks tend to arrive in tcxn a
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few days before their wedding, so I suggest getting your marriage license as soon as possible so that detail on your list
is tended to. (click here to read more about marriage licenses)

Q: Can you help us with our ceremony music?

A: Absolutely yes! Most couples tend to select either live musicians to perform their ceremony music (violinists,
bagpipes, guitarists, organists, harpists, etc.), or prerecorded ceremony music. I can help you select from the best
choices available in professional musicians, and/or I can provide you with hand-selected pre-recorded music and player
for your wedding. Whether you prefer to walk down the aisle to traditional bagpipes, live guitar music, traditional
classical wedding marches, or something more contemporary, I can help you arrange the perfect music for your wedding
ceremony.

Q: Do you require we take Pre Marital Counseling/Classes?

A: No counseling or classes are required, unless requested by the couple. Relationship dynamics is an area of specialty
of mine, so I am very happy to offer counseling services for individuals, couples and families. $50 per session; 90
minute minimum per counseling session.

active duty?

A: While I do not offer any specific "discounts" to active duty personnel, I do offer the same negotiable
arrangements to everyone who requests my services. (click here to read about it) I perform many
wedding ceremonies for military brides and military grooms, and am very happy to offer an American
Flag that can stand alone in any location and extends up to 8 feet to be part of your wedding ceremony, if
you'd like. I can also help you rehearse your Arch of Swords for your ceremony exit.

It is common to find good deal and special courtesies from hotels and such for folks who are serving in the United States
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, etc. Deals are often available for folks who are on leave from active
combat duties.

Planning sessions: 1 like to get together with a couple for a face-to-face meeting for an initial interview in which we
ask each other questions and get a feel for the task at hand. This allows us to get better acquainted and helps me better
design the wedding vows and wedding ceremony. My schedule is most flexible if you are able to meet here, at my home
in Mentor on the Lake, and I'm happy to put a pot of tea or coffee on most any time. Additional meetings are arranged if
requested by the couple, and there is no limit to how many times I will meet with you.

There are some instances in which the couple cannot make a face-to-face meeting, such as those who live out of town
who are coming to this area only to be married near their family, or Brides and Grooms that are in the Military. For
these and similar instances, we can easily make all of the arrangements needed with email and telephone conversations,
and perhaps we can fit in a meeting closer to your Wedding Day.

On-going support: I am also available by telephone, email and in person should I be needed for emotional support as
your wedding plans unfold. I can offer assistance to help ease the stress and tension that people often experience as
they plan and prepare for such a momentous occasion. When called upon, I can be a neutral, objective party to whom a
Bride or Groom can turn for support, advice, venting etc. as the Wedding Day approaches. You may not have had the
benefit of a home church and clergy you feel you can speak with about your relationship and marriage before, but you
do now, if you need me.

I am also gladly available should a couple request my services after they are married, for Fellowship, baptism and
dedication ceremonies for their children, or as Spiritual Clergy.

Q: Do you require us to be members of a church?

A: No, I do not. Since I am not affiliated with any specific denomination, I am able to perform weddings for people of
any faith, or those that do not practice any religion at all, though I especially enjoy customizing your wedding ceremony
so it includes any religious or spiritual aspects you desire it to contain. Many folks who do not actively practice religion
wish to incorporate features from their family's cultural or religious background when they get married. Some couples
prefer not to have any spiritual elements in their ceremony at all.

Should you be seeking spiritual fellowship in your life, you are always welcome to attend the fellowship services that we
have here at Universal Ministry. Our fellowship is best described as non-denominational, multi-faith fellowship thaA p p 1 5 3
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draws on the best of many wonderful religions and has a strong affinity for Earth-based or Nature based Spirituality.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio and Destinations of Your Choice!
(please specify date and location of wedding)

A: No, I do not require it. However, if you wish to be baptized or have a religious dedication ceremony of some sort, I
am legally licensed to perform baptisms and Christenings or naming ceremonies for you or your children and I will be
happy to baptize you, or to baptize your children. Click here if you wish more information on becoming baptized. I am
also available for Wiccaning ceremonies, dedication ceremonies, funeral services or eulogies, and Blessings for your
home or property.

Q: Do you perform funerals, Eulogies or memorial services?
A: Yes, I do. If you have lost a loved one and require clergy to honor their memory at a funeral or memorial service, I
am available for these services. Click here to email or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio

Q: Do you perform same sex or commitment ceremonies (gay weddings, gay marriage - affirmation of love,
Gay, Lesbian, Trans-gendered, GLBT, Civil Unions)?

A: Yes, I do. The State of Ohio (and the entire USA) will now issue a marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

For those of you reading this paragraph who object to this practice, please consider the following: any person who
approaches me and asks, "Will you please serve us, as a representative of God, so we may ask God to bless our love and
our Union? We love each other so very much, and wish to present ourselves before God, and ask that S/he be part of
our marriage from the beginning." As a person of Faith, how could I deny such a request? I consider it an honor.

In my opinion, one of God's most important lessons for humankind is the lesson of learning to Love. A couple who is
taking that path is life IS abiding by God's wishes, as far as I can tell.

In April 2005 I had the honor of performing one of the first Ohio weddings in which two women were able to obtain a
legal marriage license due to the fact that one of them was originally born a man.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749(440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

click here to vote for my site if you think it has been helpful

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 or (440)290-9895 Proudly serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

This site (c) 1999-2017 Reverend Angelle Keiffer
all rights reserved

Click here to email Rev Angelle

click here to go back to top
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The following are terms that either describe the services offered by this wedding minister, or areas this wedding minister serves: Mentor, Willoughby, Eastlake, Wickliffe, Beachwood, Pepper Pike, Euclid, South
Euclid, Cleveland Heights, University Heights, Chardon, Munson, Geneva, Geneva on the Lake, Madison, Perry, Thompson, Gates Mills, Lyndhurst, Shaker Heights, Lakewood, Bay Village, Westlake, Strongsville
North Royalton, Bedford, Mayfield Village, Mentor on the Lake, Kirtland, Kirtland Hills, Willowick, Ashtabula, Sandusky, Norwalk, Avon, Vermillion, Ohio Officiant, marriage officiant, Minister, Clergy, Ohio
officiant, officiators, Officiator, local wedding officiant, local wedding, local officiant, serving these cities in County: efficiant, Local Wedding, minister, Minister, celebrant, Celebrant, clergy, Ohio, wedding
chapel, Weddings Chapel, chapel, Chapel, wedding vows, Wedding Vows, officiant, officiate, Officiate, your wedding vows, our wedding vows, offciant, offciate, officant, officate, offciators, licensed to
solemnize marriages, Marriage Officiant, solemize, solimize, solemize marrages, solemnize marrages, Ohio, multi-faith clergy, Multi-Faith Clergy, Inter-Faith marriages, nondenominational wedding ceremony,
unique wedding ideas, elope Ohio wedding, Wedding marriage ministers and civil officiants are known by many names: minister, officiant, official, pastor, officiate, officiator, wedding officiant, wedding
minister, wedding official, wedding pastor, marriage officiant, marriage minister, ceremony officiant, non-religious officiant, ceremony minister, marriage official, wedding clergy, rabbi, priest, civil officiant,
Minister, Ministers, Wedding Officiant, Wedding Officiants, Marriage Officiant, Wedding Ceremony, Marriage Ceremonies, Wedding Service, Wedding Services, Wedding, Weddings, Clergy, Clergymen,
Clergyman, clergy woman, wedding lady, http://lovelaughterelegance.wordpress.com/2007/12/07/lori-doug-a-gorgeous-wedding-in-august/ ,wiccan clergy, Wiccan Clergy, wiccan handfasting, pagan
handfasting, beach wedding, gazebo, outdoor, outside, Outside, weddings by the water, indoor wedding, custom wedding ceremonies, custom wedding vows, Halloween wedding vows, civil ceremony, elope,
elopement, Elope, Elopement, Elopements, elope in Ohio, elopment, elopments, ceremony music, wedding music, http://www newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/510912.htmI?nav=5065 bagpipes,
bagpiper, Bagpiping, piping, pagan clergy, Pagan Clergy, pagan wedding, Wiccan Wedding, Earth religions, Christian Wedding, Jewish Wedding, Baptist, Methodist, Protestant, Catholic, Lutheran, LDS, agnostic,
atheistic, Jehovah's Witness, Quaker, Mormon, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Eastern Orthodox, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Seventh Day Adventist, Orthodox Wedding, Native American Ceremony, your cultural
heritage, commitment ceremonies, commitment ceremony, your religious preferences, and much more. funeral services, funerals, eulogies, Eulogies, Eulogy, eulogy, memorial services, baptisms, baptize,
baptized, wicanning, wiccaning, quinceanera, quincenera, coming of age, 15th birthday, sweet 15, sweet 16, Earth based religion, nature based religion. Fees, prices, donations, gifts, honorarium, chaplain
Chaplain services, pastor, Pastor, Reverend.

http://groups.yahoo com/group/weddingofficiants/

[About Universal Ministry]_ [Custom Wedding_Ceremony - wedding vows] [Funeral Services]

[About Reverend Angelle] [email Rev Angelle] [a humorous look at religion] [Wedding Links] [TV
Weddings]

Ohio Weddlng Off' ciant - www.OhioWedding.org - Wedding Minister - Mentor, Willoughby, Kirtland, Painesviille, Beachwood, Pepper Pike, Chagrin Falls, Wickliffe, Euclid, Perry,
Madison, A on the Lake, Willoughby Hills, Cleveland, Kirtland Hills, Mentor on the Lake, Eastlake, Cleveland, Lakewood, Willowick, Ohio, OH, Oh, Northeast
Ohio, Lake County, Akron, Canton, Massolin, Northfield, Maximo, Lake County, C

yahoga County, Ashtabula County, Geauga County, Summit County, Parma, Euclid, Wooster, Kent,
Medina, Warren, Chardon, Marion, Springfield, New Philadelphia, Coshocton, M|IIersburg, Dayton, Columbus, Marion, Toledo, Sylvania, Tallmadge, cuyahoga county, lake county, lorian
county, huron, erie, sandusky, ottawa, lucas, fulton, defi

e, alliance, ashl athens, green, barberton, bay village, bedford, bellview, berea, brecksville,
brookpark, cuyahoga falls, coshocton, fairview park, waterville, oregon, maumee, Wedding_Location Ideas - Ohio officiant wedding minister for maarriage ceremony wedding lady, Rev

Angelle, wedding ceremony ohio
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ancestors and those who could not be with us here today.
There are those who could not make the trip.

Continued...
Celebrant addresses the parents:

Parents, you have given your children immortal gifts. The light of this marriage
would not be possible without you. Emerson defined success in this way:

Continued...

May 1 have the Rings Please: Rings - Blessing & Exchange
Celebrant: Rings are the ancient symbol, blessed and simple.

Continued...

Reviews

R. VWitliams

Se glad we found you. Our ceremony was wenderful, We received a lot of

A. Zimmerman
Our guests realy enjoyed & tos. Thank you!
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This site uses cookies to personalize your experience, analyze site usage, and offer tailored

. . . Remind me later
promotions. www.youronlinechoices.eu
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and marrviage they bond te the couple to create dark mischief within the
We strongly recommend aveiding wording that may ssund ke an incantation,
vhyme or spell in any way, or the wse of any sdd or unfamilior words, language
or names that yow do net clearly understand or recsgnize.
lo ds stherwise may put the invelsed parties at risk and likely peril as such
alss its very difficull to rid yourselues of the dark infestations set upsn your
Why? Because they are there on your invitation.
As Ordained Ministers, we are bighly educated and extremely wel versed in
Al Spiritual Matters....Be 1t Light Or Dark.
1t makes ne difference if you are religisus, spiritual, agnestic or anything else in
such matters.
We hope youw will consider this aduvise in the Sprink in which it is giver, to
enable you te make wise choices, to honor, cherish, respect and protect the love
Indeed, this is why we make available Ow Whimsical Hallsween Civil Ceremony
te the public.
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Help Request or Comments

| agree to receiving marketing and
promotional materials *

SUBMIT

Have Questions. .. Need Hel?
No Wonies ... Cantact Us!

We are always bhere for you.

Reviews

R Williams
Se glad we fsund you. Our ceremony was wenderful, We received a lot of

A. Zimmerman
Ouwr guests really enjoyed it tos. Thank you!
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HOME > ABOUT AMM

About American Marriage
Ministries

We are a non-profit, interfaith and non-denominational
| constitutional church that is Federally Recognized by the IRS
u as a 501(c)3 Public Charitable Organization. Drawing on the

freedom of religion clause in the United States Constitution,
AMM provides free ordination, advocacy, and training for our ministers to
ensure that all people have the right to get married and to perform
marriage. To date, we have ordained over 699,218 ministers who have
officiated weddings all across the United States.

We believe that every couple has the constitutionally
protected right to enter into the institution of marriage
on their own terms, which includes the right to choose

who performs their wedding ceremony.

QOur Philosophy on Marriage

American Marriage Ministries is a constitutional church, meaning that our
mandate is based on this country’s foundational documents and the philosophies
that inspired the Founding Fathers during the formative years of this nation. We
draw inspiration from all who have advanced society’s protections of individual
freedoms and rights, from Judeo-Christian and eastern teachings, to the
enlightenment philosophers, to name a few.

We source these documents and ideas not as scripture, but as insight into how
human beings should treat each other with respect and dignity. You can read our

App. 164“6
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version. Once you approve it, you will receive a
high quality file which you can have printed at
your local print shop. This option will cost you
less than $10 for the digital file, plus whatever
the print shop charges you to produce your
desired number of invites.

Or, if you know your way around Adobe
inDesign, you can make your own invitations.
There are Star Wars fonts available online that
are free for non-commercial use. After you
download the font, open the .ttf file. Once it's
done, you'll see the new font pop up in your
regular font lists in your Adobe and Microsoft
programs. We will leave the rest of the design to
your creativity.

: : 10 Sample Wedding
The Wedding Details Ceremony Scripts

Now that you've gotten the preliminary to-do's
checked off, it's time to start thinking about the
really fun stuff, like costumes and decorations.

Need inspiration? Check out our free
ceremony scripts!

We have some ideas to help get you started, but
we bet your own creativity will end up yielding
your favorite details of the day.

One place to start is by checking out what other
couples have done to draw inspiration. If you do
some googling, you'll find a trove of couples that
have pulled together incredible Star Wars
themed weddings. This couple was featured in
People magazine for their epic rendition -- watch
the YouTuber bride’s video about her wedding
story for some general tips on throwing a Star
Wars themed affair.

Star Wars Attire AMM Wedding Wall
App. 175
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RECEPTION ELEMENTS

When dreaming up your repection’s aesthetic,
don't feel like you have to keep all of your decor
strictly “Star Wars” themed. Feel free to mix in
other decor (using your color palette as a
compass) so that the Star Wars pieces you
choose really stand out.

The opportunities are limitless, but we really love
an astronomy or starry night motif as a starting
point. Lighting will be a game-changer for this
particular theme. Imagine your gathering of
friends and family celebrating your celestial
union beneath a canopy of lights made to look
like you're in deep space. (This can be achieved
in an indoor or outdoor venue.) Check out Bridal
Musings’ guide to lighting and this starry night
wedding guide to get some ideas of what is
possible. Then, your wedding planner can help
find you find a pro to orchestrate your other-
wordly ambiance.

Your table settings are another great place to get What is AMM?
creative and really pull the theme together. We
love the look of these black sequin table cloths

to serve as a backdrop to your centerpieces and
cutlery.

Learn more about American Marriage
Ministries.

As far as centerpieces ideas go: these battery-
powered fiber optic LED lamps that you
remember from your childhood perfectly set the
mood. Or how about these 3D moons, which
would really make your reception feel like
another dimension? Can’t choose between these
two? Decorate half of your tables with LED lamps
and half with moons. So much better-suited

than flowers, and guests can take them home as
App. 180
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And while we're talking about tables, you could
even snag a deck of these beautiful art deco Star
Wars playing cards to serve as table labels and
some simple card holders to help guests find
their seats.

Besides the visual elements, there are some
other things to think about when planning the
reception. This is a perfect opportunity to set a
light-hearted tone to the party with a good skit,
if that's your thing! This couple performed a
rather suspenseful lightsaber battle before their
first dance, which was equal parts absurd and
romantic. If you'd rather not worry about
memorizing such a performance, ask your
wedding party if they feel inspired to arrange
their own.

Another idea would be to include a photo booth
with Star Wars-themed props for your guests to
try on, like lightsabers and Princess Leia
headbands for instant cinnamon-bun hair. All of
your guests will go home with their own photo
memento from the evening.

May the Force Be With
Your Wedding

Our final piece of advice is borrowed from Yoda:
“Try not! Do or do not, there is no try.” We hope
that we've inspired you to pursue your Star Wars
dream wedding, whether your planning an all-
out cosplay bash or a sophisticated, subtle
celebration.

If you need some guidance on accomplishing
the legal to-do’s of your wedding, AMM has you

covered there as well. Check out our marriage
App. 181
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ABOUT US

We at Joint Vows believe you should have the ceremony that you want.
Your ceremony can contain any elements you choose to have without being judged by that stuffy old clergy dude.
You choose from one of our Fun and Romantic Officiants that understand your lifestyle and herbage choices.
Enjoy the buzz of having a totally awesome ceremony.

Together we twist up the perfect words and incorporate actions to bring the ceremony to an all new high.

Joint Vows is not prometing the use of marijuana or any other substance legal or illegal. We do not condone inappropriate use of any substance.
We are simply a group off Professional Wedding Officiants who honeor couples legal choices in regards to incorporating cannabis in their wedding ceremony.
‘We will not sell. offer for free, or consume any substance as part of our services
If you are having a problem with any type of substance abuse please contact a health professional

App. 191
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Steve is a Florida notary and performs Elvis weddings all over Florida!
With a huge choice of Elvis songs and several replica costumes, Elvis will
perform your wedding or vow renewal on a stunning beach, a hotel,
theme park, a private house or just about anywhere, whichever suits you!
We have arrangements with iconic venues such as Walt Disney World,
Hard Rock Cafe and The Orlando Eye.

App. 193



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 195 of 373. PagelD #: 288

Congralulations on your engagemeni!

If you think your wedding ceremony is the most
significant part of your wedding day then look no
further, you have found the perfect wedding
officiant.

I am your one-stop, low-budget, alternative, D.LY.,

offbeat, gothic, LGBI, rock and roll, Halloween, sci-fi,

punk and generally left-of-center wedding

officiant and non-denominational minister.
Therefore, i perform euvery type of ceremony;
traditional, cos-play, fandom, gothic, dark, fantasy,
sci-fi, also including secular (civil), non-
denominational religious, spiritual-but-not-religious,
non-religious and interfaith.

App. 194
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Florida man officiates weddings as 'Pirates of the
Caribbean' Capt. Jack Sparrow

By BARBARA CORBELLINI DUARTE
SUN SENTINEL | OCT 02, 2015 | 12:00 AM

The bride and the groom stood by the altar, with bridesmaids and
groomsmen standing by their sides. Friends and family were seated. Then
a man dressed as Capt. Jack Sparrow, from the Disney blockbuster
franchise, "Pirates of the Caribbean," sauntered down the aisle, heading

straight for the wedding "officiant."

Camp does about 120 to 125 weddings per year, he said, with 12 to 15 of
those dressed as Captain Jack.

App. 196
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Reception Venuss Videcgraphers Wiedding Planners Wedding Bands Eridal Sslons Rentals Dis Wedding Photographers

Wedding Vendors » Officiants + Premarital Counseling + Pennsylvania Officiants + Premarital Counseling » Erie Officiants + Premarital Counseling »  An Unusual Affair, LLC

Photos About Details Pricing Reviews Contact

An Unusual Affair, LLC ©

* Ak ke 50 (11)
All of Ohio & nationwide upon request

About This Vendor
Wedding Officiant - traditional to cosplay!

specializing in quick, uncomplicated marrizges. We focus on elopements, simple signings, and short notice
ceremonies. We support marrizge equality and honor all religious, spiritual and secular backgrounds.

Additionally, we know many couples are looking for something just 2 little different so that their wedding
day is truly specizl. We are happy to discuss your cosplay wedding ceremomny and or event. Couples may
focus on 3 theme (from traditional to sciff, fantasy), but it's difficult to find an officiant who can add
authenticity to the ceremory! We believe the wedding ceremony should fit vour theme. We never deliver
a generic “cookie cutter” script.

Experienced addressing large groups, ordained from ULC, 2nd licensed in Ohio. We are members in good
standing of the International Association of Professional Wedding Officiants. Deb holds 2 B 5.0.E. from
Wayland Baptist University and two M.5. degrees. Call us!

Details

Ceremony Types Religious Affiliations

Civil Union, Commitment Ceremany, Christian, Protestant, Interfaith, Pagan,
Elopement, Interfaith Ceremony, Mon- Secular, Spiritual, Unitarian, Wiccan

Religious Ceremany, Religious Ceremany,
Second Wedding , Viow Renewal
Ceramony

Wiedding Activities
Wedding, Ceremony
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Wedding Vendars » Officiants + Premarital Counseling » Ohio Officiants + Premarital Counseling - Mayfield Heights Officiants + Premarital Counseling » Unity Ceremonies
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HOME > PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION > RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

Wicca

RELIGION

WRITTEN BY: J. Gordon Melton
LAST UPDATED: May 20, 2020 See Article History

Wicca, a predominantly Western movement whose followers practice witchcraft and
nature worship and who see it as a religion based on pre-Christian traditions of northern

and western Europe. It spread through England in the 1950s and subsequently attracted
followers in Europe and the United States.

Advertisement - Continue reading below

Origins And Beliefs

- - App. 200
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traced to a retired British civil servant, Gerald Brousseau Gardner (1884-1964). Gardner

spent most of his career in Asia, where he became familiar with a variety of occult beliefs

founded a new movement based on a reverence of nature, the practice of magic, and the
worship of a female deity (the Goddess) and numerous associated deities (such as the
Horned God). He also borrowed liberally from Western witchcraft traditions. Following
Today (1954), founded his first coven of followers, and, with input from its members,
especially author Doreen Valiente, developed modern witchcraft into what today is
known as Wicca. It spread quickly to the United States in the late 1960s, when an
emphasis on nature, unconventional lifestyles, and a search for spirituality divorced from

traditional religions were especially in vogue.

Covens, which ideally number 10 to 15 members and are entered through an initiation
ritual, sometime align with one of many coven associations. As coven members master
the practice of magic and become familiar with the rituals, they pass through two degrees
of initiation. There is a third degree for those who wish to enter the priesthood. In
Gardner’s system priority is given to the priestess, and leaders in the Gardnerian

community trace their authority through a lineage of priestesses back to Gardner’s coven.

Despite variation within the Wiccan community, most believers share a general set of
beliefs and practices. They believe in the Goddess, respect nature, and hold both
polytheistic and pantheistic views. Most Wiccans accept the so-called Wiccan Rede, an
and participate in rituals throughout the year, celebrating the new and full moon, as well
as the vernal equinox, summer solstice, and Halloween, which they call Samhain. Wiccan

ritual meal.

App. 2012/9
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Most controversial to outsiders is that Wiccans call themselves witches, a term which
most Westerners identify with Satanism. As a result, Wiccans are continually denying
any connection with Satan or devil worship. Wiccans have also attempted to establish
ties with other polytheistic (Hindu) and nature-oriented (Native American) religious

communities.

Advertisement - Continue reading below

Later Developments

By the 1980s there were an estimated 50,000 Wiccans in western Europe and North
America. Although the growth rate slowed by the end of the decade, Wicca gained
increasing social acceptance and diversified to include numerous variations on Gardner’s
original teachings and rituals. Moreover, new Wiccan groups emerged independent of
the Gardnerians, including one led by Alexander Sanders (1926—1988), the Dianic

Wiccans who saw Wicca as a woman’s religion, and the parallel Neo-Pagan movement,

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Wicca
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Happily, Ever Open

What's the wedding like when the couple is in an open or polyamorous relationship?

By Maggie Parker

Published Oct. 2, 2019 Updated Oct. 3, 2019

Daley South had six bridesmaids in her 2016 wedding to Logan South; one of them
was her husband’s girlfriend.

The Souths are in an open and polyamorous relationship and have been since they
started dating seven years ago. “We were actually all dating at first,” Ms. South
said of her bridesmaid, Ilona Westenra. “I really enjoyed having her be a part of our
big day.”

There weren’t any rules about how Mr. South should interact with his girlfriend
during the wedding. All of their guests knew about their relationship status
(although their parents weren’t completely on board) and Ms. South was perfectly
fine with them spending time together during the event, which was at the TFWC
Mansion in Austin, Tex.

“As long as he and I were the main focus for that one big day, I was perfectly
content,” said Ms. South, 31, who is a certified wedding planner. So, Mr. South, 32,
did Kkiss his girlfriend a few times but said he spent “the entire night by my new
wife’s side.”

People are becoming more curious about consensual non-monogamy. A 2015 study
from the Journal of Sex Research found that searches for terms related to
polyamorous, non-monogamous and open relationships have been rising steadily
for the past decade.

App. 204
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But questions remain: Will the couple stay open after the wedding? What is a
wedding like when the couple is non-monogamous? Are other partners invited or
involved? What are the vows like? Actually, the most common question the Souths
got was, “What’s the point of the wedding?”

Sarah Fraser, a licensed clinical psychologist practicing in New York City,
specializes in unconventional partnerships and sexuality. She has heard from
several patients that outsiders who have expressed “being non-monogamous might
be acceptable before a couple gets married.” They felt those outsiders expected
them to “close their relationship after marriage because then the relationship is
more ‘serious.’”

But within their circle, everyone was extremely excited about the Souths’ union.

The groom’s girlfriend, Ms. Westenra, said through an email: “Being in a
relationship with the groom obviously offered some awkwardness but the love far
outweighed any uncomfortability. Seeing my boyfriend marry the love of his life
was the most beautiful thing I’ve ever felt. The love in that room was so
overwhelming I couldn’t feel anything but pure love and happiness for the two of
them and in extension, myself, because I get to be a part of this wonderful family.”

People who choose to be in non-monogamous relationships are often perceived as
anti-commitment, said Cathy Keen, 39, the community manager of alternative
dating app Feeld and who is one-third of her relationship.

But that’s just wrong, said Ms. Keen, who was also asked “what the point was”
when she married her non-monogamous partner. “The thing I think a lot of people
presume about a relationship that’s not traditional, monogamous or
heteronormative is that commitment is not valued. It’s based upon sex and being
able to move quickly, and that’s just wrong,” she said.

“Thomas and I are very committed to one another and our family unit.” She’s been
married to her husband, Thomas Keen, 34, since 2013, and they’ve always been
open. They’ve been in a three-person relationship for two years. The Keens also
have an 8-year-old son.

App. 205
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Ms. South did not object to Mr. South interacting with his girlfriend during the wedding. “As long as
he and I were the main focus for that one big day, I was perfectly content,” she said. Creatrix
Photography

The couple, though, weren’t dating anyone else when they got married. Their third
partner wasn’t in the picture at the time, but if she had been, Ms. Keen said she
would have been invited to the wedding.

The Souths had 350 people at their wedding. “We wanted absolutely everyone who
has made an impact on our lives to be there,” Ms. South said.

On the big day, it seems common for open couples to invite or include their other
partners. Anastasia Stevenson, a wedding planner in Los Angeles and Boothbay
Harbor, Me., has planned hundreds of events, including two polyamorous
ceremonies. One took place at a spa in Malibu, Calif., where a heterosexual couple
was having a legal ceremony, with their additional partners incorporated into
various parts of the event.
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“Two women in their relationship served as bridesmaids; one man in the
relationship acted as best man for the groom and ‘gave’ the bride away,” Ms.
Stevenson said. “The event was framed as a celebration for all of them, not just the
marrying couple.”

The other wedding she planned for a polyamorous couple was a little more
complicated because the bride’s parents didn’t know about their openness, though
the other partners were still invited.

Sign up for Love Letter to get a weekly dose of real stories that examine the highs,
lows and woes of relationships.

“It’s not just about the ability to sleep with other people, it’s a freedom to access love in different
forms,” said Bethany Meyers and Nico Tortorella, who were married last year in a private ceremony
at City Hall. They wore matching outfits designed by Mr. Tortorella’s ex boyfriend. Victoria Mathews

The actor Nico Tortorella, 31, wed the founder of the be.come project, Bethany C.
Meyers, 33, in 2018. Their ceremony took place at the Manhattan Marriage Bureau
with no guests. Their photographer was their witness, and they also had an
assistant there to make sure things ran smoothly. They didn’t have a reception.
However, Tortorella’s ex-boyfriend, Andrew Morrison, designed their outfits and
was there to help them get ready.

(The couple does not use gender-specific honorifics, and each prefers the pronoun
they.)
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“Even if they were still dating, I would have wanted him to design our outfits,”
Meyers said. Tortorella said if Meyers had been in a meaningful relationship at the
time, they would have wanted that person there.

One other small detail noted in the South and Keen weddings was the elimination of
any mention of “forsaking all others” in the ceremony. At the same time, neither
couple put anything in their self-written vows about continuing to keep their
relationship open. The closest the Keens came was in a speech Ms. Keen gave
during the reception.

“I wrote a poem and in there I said something about how many people are a part of
our relationship, no one picked up on it,” she recalled.

Other than that, all of these weddings were a lot like any other wedding you’d get
invited to or hear about. “We wanted the wedding to be a complete showcase of who
we are as a couple,” Ms. South said. “We wanted people to walk in and immediately
say, ‘Yep, this is Logan and Daley,’”” Mr. South said. That meant having a twin flame
ceremony, custom dishes (Mr. South’s request) and no first look. “It was super
important to me to have the first time we saw each other at the end of the aisle,”
Ms. South said.

“This relationship felt to both of us not
like a trap, not like this impossible set of
ideals that you have to live up to,” said
Ms. Keen who is in a three-person
relationship with her husband and their
girlfriend.

Voyteck Photography

For the Keens, that meant getting married at Chelsea Town Hall in London, riding
off on bikes with water bottles tied to the back wearing leather jackets with “Just
Married” written on them and having a big party at a club with hundreds of guests.
But most symbolically, it also meant incorporating nature, because “this is the most
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natural relationship either of us have ever had,” Ms. Keen said. When they decided
to “open” their relationship, she said, it was “natural.” After their town hall
ceremony, they had another ceremony that 120 friends and family members
attended at Wormholt Park in London. When they said their vows, they took off
their shoes.

“It felt right, this relationship felt to both of us not like a trap, not like this
impossible set of ideals that you have to live up to, which I really felt in previous
relationships and so did he,” Ms. Keen said. “So, we took it out of a church, we got
rid of the whole pomp and procedure, and we made it about family and our son and
about the earth and the moment.”

Tortorella and Meyers, who are nonbinary, prioritized intimacy and their outfits.
“We were both wearing pants with like a robe over it and we both had crowns on,”
Meyers said. Tortorella said the Grecian-style designs reflected them. “What we
wore, we both represented this gender nonconformity and this equalness that is
really important in our relationship,” said Tortorella, who addresses their journey
to fluidity in the memoir “Space Between,” which was recently published by
Penguin Random House.

The Malibu wedding Ms. Stevenson planned involved clothing optional events and
the hosts were all in various stages of undress throughout the event.

“The overall feeling was one of joy and a deliberate playfulness without inhibitions,”
Ms. Stevenson said. She believes this is what can make a non-monogamous
wedding different from that of a monogamous couple’s wedding. “I absolutely think
that relationship status and a couple’s attitude toward their relationship and life in
general directly affects their event planning,” she said. The other wedding was
“completely traditional.”

However, even though that still-closeted couple’s wedding was more “staid and
rigid,” Ms. Stevenson said, they hosted another party after the formal ceremony
and reception, where they celebrated openly with their other partners, without their
family.

Ms. Keen believes it takes a certain person to make an open relationship work, and
“not a neurotic person or a paranoid person.”
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“All three of us are very, very comfortable in our own skin,” she said of herself, her
husband and their girlfriend. “That makes you a much better participant in this kind
of relationship. Because you’re not relying on anyone else to give you stability.
You're relying on yourself, you’re making your own rules and you have your own
boundaries.”

All three brides found wedding planning to be minimally stressful, if at all.

Tortorella sees it similarly. “I think there’s just a level of freedom that exists in
every part of our relationship, or really any non-monogamous relationship, that
doesn’t necessarily exist in a monogamous relationship,” Tortorella said. “And it’s
not just about the ability to sleep with other people. It’s a freedom to access love in
different forms. And I think our wedding reflected that.”

At the end of the day, Meyers believes the essence of a wedding is the same no
matter what the couple believes in terms of monogamy. “It was really just about
Nico and me and the most beautiful day I’ve ever experienced,” Meyers said.

“And I feel like no matter what kind of wedding you have, that feeling exists. It’s the
underlying theme, and I think that’s what makes weddings so special.”

lifestyle coverage on Facebook (Styles and Modern Love), Twitter (Styles, Fashion and Weddings) and
Instagram.
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LGB Families and Relationships:
Analyses of the 2013 National
Health Interview Survey October 2014

by Gary J. Gates

Executive Summary

The addition of a sexual orientation identity measure to the 2013 National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) offers
a new data source to consider characteristics of families and explore differences among those led by same-sex and
different-sex married and unmarried couples and LGB individuals who are not married or cohabiting. These
analyses consider differences and similarities across these groups with regard to demographic characteristics
including gender, age, race/ethnicity, educational attainment, geographic location, and child-rearing.

The analyses suggest that there are an estimated 690,000 same-sex couples in the United States. Approximately
18% of whom, or more than 124,000, reported that they were married. If estimates of married same-sex couples
are derived only from the portion of 2013 that followed the US Supreme Court ruling in United States v. Windsor
and are not based on data collected prior to the ruling (which effectively provided for federal recognition of the
marriages of same-sex couples), then the estimate of married same-sex couples increases to 130,000.

Other key findings from the analyses include:

e Anestimated 4 in 10 LGB adults (40%) reported either being married or in a cohabiting relationship with
a partner compared to 6 in 10 non-LGB adults (60%).

o Among women, more than half who identified as lesbian (51%) were married or in a cohabiting
partnership compared to 57% of non-LGB women. Among bisexual women, the comparable
figure was 32%.

o0 Just over a third of gay and bisexual men (35% and 34%, respectively) were coupled compared to
63% of non-LGB men.

e A higher proportion of same-sex couples lived in the West when compared to different-sex couples (32%
v. 23%, respectively) while a lower portion lived in the Midwest (12% v. 23%, respectively). Among those
not in a couple, LGB individuals were less likely than their non-LGB counterparts to live in the Midwest
(15% v. 22%).

0 Married same-sex couples were much more likely than their different-sex counterparts to live in
the Northeast (39% v. 17%, respectively), where marriage for same-sex couples was the most
widely available in 2013. An estimated 12% of married same-sex couples lived in the South
compared to 38% of their different-sex counterparts.

0 Unmarried same-sex couples were more likely than their unmarried different-sex couple
counterparts to live in the West and less likely to live in the Midwest.

e Those in same-sex couples and LGB individuals who were not part of a couple were generally younger
than their different-sex coupled and non-LGB counterparts, respectively.

e Same-sex couples were twice as likely as their different-sex counterparts to be inter-racial/ethnic (19% v.
9%, respectively).

e Those in same-sex couples, particularly married same-sex couples, and LGB individuals who were not in a
couple were more likely than those in different-sex couples and non-LGB individuals, respectively, to have
a college degree. Two-thirds of individuals in married same-sex couples (66%) had a college degree.

e An estimated 19% of same-sex couples and LGB individuals who were not in a couple were raising
children under the age of 18 in the home.

0 An estimated 30,000 children under age 18 have married same-sex parents while 170,000 have
unmarried same-sex parents.

0 Between 1.1 and 2 million children under age 18 have an LGB parent who is not part of a married
or unmarried couple.
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Introduction

Substantial demographic research exists focusing on
analyses of cohabiting same-sex couples identified in
US Census Bureau data (Black et al. 2000; Gates and
Ost 2004; Gates and Cooke 2010; Baumle 2013;
Kastanis and Wilson 2013). Unfortunately, the
Census Bureau data do not provide a very accurate
way to identify married same-sex couples (O’'Connell
and Feliz 2011; Gates and Steinberger 2009; Cohn
2014). Comparisons of demographic and geographic
characteristics among those in married and
unmarried same-sex couples along with lesbian, gay,
or bisexual (LGB) individuals who do not have a
spouse or cohabiting partner are relatively rare.

The addition of a sexual orientation identity measure
to the 2013 National Health Interview Survey
(NHIS) offers a new data source to consider
characteristics of families and explore differences
among those led by same-sex and different-sex
married and unmarried couples and LGB individuals
who are not married or cohabiting. These analyses
consider differences and similarities across these
groups with regard to demographic characteristics
including gender, age, race/ethnicity, educational
attainment, geographic location, and child-rearing.

Table 1. Survey characteristics.

Data and methodology

Table 1 presents details of the NHIS data used in
these analyses. It is a publically-funded survey
conducted by the National Center for Health
Statistics (NCHS). The survey samples families in
the US and collects information on all members of
those families, including their relationship to a
reference person identified in each family. It is this
information that allows for identification of families
led by married and unmarried same-sex or different-
sex couples. An adult-only sample (drawn from the
family respondents) includes a question that allows
respondents to describe their sexual orientation
identity.

Analyses include descriptions of  family
characteristics (e.g., region of residence, child-
rearing) and characteristics of individual adults (e.g.,
age, race/ethnicity, educational attainment, sexual
orientation identity).  Estimates use weighting
procedures provided by the NHIS that allow for
population estimates and interpretation of findings
to be considered representative of families and the
adult population (aged 18 and older) in the US.

In charts and figures that compare estimates
between same-sex and different-sex couples or LGB
and non-LGB adults, differences that are statistically
significant are shown in boldface while differences
that are not statistically different are shown in
italics.

Sexual
orientation
Survey Survey sponsor Data collection mode Sampl_e - |qent|ty Total . LGB and cpuple
characteristics question (asked | sample size sample sizes
of adult
sample)
The NHIS includes ]
. three samples: Which of the
Computer-Assisted ¢ Representative following best .
Personal Interview sample of represents how Individuals:
conducted in the families residing | you think of - Lgsblan/gay: 571
home. Respondents in the US yourself? Families: Bisexual: 233
Centers for Disease in the adult sample « Representative e Leshian or 42,321 Heterosexual: 32,546
- (aged 18 and older) p v Non-coupled LGB: 548
National Health Control and - : sample of the gay -
- - provide their h : Population:
Interview Survey Prevention, h population of the | e Straight, 04520 Couple families:
(2013) National Center for | FéSPonse to the USin those that is, not 1045 ouple famriies:
Health Statistics sexual orientation families (all gay ' Same-sex unmarried: 179
identity question to ages « Bisexual Adults: Same-sex married: 44
an interviewer who ges) . . 34,577 Different-sex unmarried: 2,599
then enters the * Representative * Something Different-sex married: 19,284
response into a sample of adults else
computer. aged 18 and e | don't know
older the answer
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Data from the Gallup Daily Tracking survey suggest
that nearly 4% of adults identify as LGBT, implying
that there are an estimated 9.5 million LGBT adults
in the US (Gates 2014). Like the NHIS data, the
Gallup data also show that about 60% of LGBT
identified adults are not part of a married or
unmarried couple.2 If the NHIS figures regarding
relationship status and child-rearing are applied to
the Gallup estimate, it would mean that more than a
million LGBT adults who are not in a couple are
raising approximately 2 million children.

These calculations suggest that the estimated
number of adults in the US who are raising children
under age 18 and are either in a married or
unmarried same-sex couple or are LGB-identified
and not in a couple is between 862,000 and 1.26
million. The estimates for the number of children
being raised either by a same-sex couple or a non-
coupled LGB parent are between 1.3 and 2.2 million.

In considering the total extent of parenting among
LGB adults, it is important to consider that some
LGB parents are raising children as part of a
different-sex couple. This is particularly true for
bisexual parents. Among bisexual adults with
children, 51% were married with a different-sex
spouse, 11% had a different-sex unmarried partner,
and 4% had a same-sex spouse or partner. Among
adults who identified as gay or lesbian and were
raising children, 18% had a different-sex married
spouse and 4% had a different-sex unmarried
partner.

Among all LGB-identified adults, regardless of
relationship status, NHIS analyses suggest that an
estimated 23% were raising children under age 18
(20% among lesbians and gay men and 31% among
bisexual men and women). Applying that figure to
the NHIS and Gallup estimates of the size of the LGB
and LGBT populations, respectively, implies that
between 1.2 and 2.2 million LGBT adults in the US
are raising from 2.0 to 3.7 million children.3

Discussion

The 2013 NHIS data provide a rare opportunity to
consider relationship and family status along with
sexual orientation identity within the framework of a
population-based survey. Many of the findings in

2 Author analyses of Gallup Daily Tracking Survey data,
Jan-Jun 2014.

3 Unfortunately, neither the NHIS nor Gallup data allow
for a separate assessment of parenting among the
transgender population.

these analyses are consistent with other research.
These similarities include estimates of the number of
same-sex couples, the proportion of those couples
who are raising children, and demographic patterns
with regard to age, race/ethnicity, inter-racial and
ethnic coupling, and educational attainment.

Because of challenges associated with the
measurement of same-sex couples in US Census
Bureau data, estimates of the number of married
same-sex couples in the US or their geographic
distribution are difficult to obtain. Such estimates
are further complicated by a legal landscape where
the availability of marriage for same-sex couples
across states is changing rapidly, as well as likely
rapid changes in the number and location of married
same-sex couples.

The NHIS data confirm that married same-sex
couples live throughout the country, including in
many states where their marriages may not be
recognized. More than one in ten (12%) reported
living in the South, where only Maryland and
Washington, DC recognized their marriages.

The estimate of approximately 124,000 married
same-sex couples (or the 130,000 estimate derived
by using only data from the second half of 2013)
offers evidence of substantial change in the last few
years.

As of 2010, Badgett and Herman (2011) estimated
that about 50,000 same-sex couples had married in
the US. A survey conducted in that same year by the
Williams Institute suggested that the total number of
married same-sex couples in that year (including
couples married outside of the US) may have been as
high as 80,000. Even under an assumption using
the conservative estimate of 124,000 marriages,
these figures suggest that the population of married
same-sex couples in the US has grown by more than
50% in only three years.
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GALLUP

JUNE 22, 2017

In U.S., 10.2% of LGBT Adults Now
Married to Same-Sex Spouse

BY JEFFREY M. JONES

LGBT AMERICANS MARRIED TO A
SAME-SEX PARTMER

10.2%

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

e Percentage married to same-sex spouse up from 7.9% two years ago
e Sharp decline in same-sex domestic partnerships

e LGBT men more likely to be married than LGBT women

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Two years after the Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v. Hodges
that states could not prohibit same-sex marriages, 10.2% of lesbian, gay, bisexual or

transgender (LGBT) adults in the U.S. are married to a same-sex spouse. That is up from

, App. 216
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7.9% in the months prior to the Supreme Court decision in 2015, but only marginally
higher than the 9.6% measured in the first year after the ruling.

Marital Status of LGBT Americans

Pre-Obergefell Year 1, Post-Obergefell Year 2, Post-Obergefell

decision decision decision

% % %
Married to same-sex 7.9 9.6 10.2
spouse
Living with same-sex 12.8 10.1 0.6
partner
Single/Never married 47.4 499 55.7
Living with opposite-sex 4.8 50 4.2
partner
Married to opposite-sex 14.2 13.6 13.1
spouse
Divorced 7.1 6.4 54
Separated 25 2.2 2.1
Widowed 2.8 2.9 2.2
Sample size 4,752 11,588 12,832

Dates: Pre-Obergefell (Jan. 28-June 26, 2015); Year 1, Post-Obergefell (June 27, 2015-June 19, 2016); Year 2, Post-Obergefell (June
20,2016-June 19, 2017)

GALLUP DAILY

On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court issued the Obergefell decision. As would be
expected, the number of same-sex marriages has increased, though the rate of increase

has slowed.

As the percentage of LGBT adults in same-sex marriages has increased over the past
two years, the percentage in same-sex domestic partnerships has fallen sharply from
12.8% before the Supreme Court ruling to 6.6%.
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About half of the decline in same-sex domestic partnerships can be explained by the
increase in same-sex marriages. The rest of the decline could mean that others formerly
in same-sex domestic partnerships may have stopped living together, or no longer
consider a same-sex cohabitant as a "partner.”

As a result of these shifts, Gallup estimates that 61% of same-sex, cohabiting couples in
the U.S. are now married, up from 38% before the Supreme Court legalized same-sex
marriage in June 2015, and 49% one year ago.

An increasing percentage of LGBT adults now identify their marital status as single or
never married. That has always been the dominant status among LGBT individuals, but
has increased from 47.4% to 55.7% over the last two years.

LGBT Americans are still more likely to be married to an opposite-sex spouse (13.1%)

than a same-sex spouse (10.2%), but the gap is narrowing. According to prior research

on LGBT identification, roughly half of those who self-identify as LGBT are bisexual,
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helping explaining the high proportion of LGBT individuals who are married to opposite-
sex partners. Gallup's question does not probe specifically for whether LGBT individuals
are lesbian or gay or bisexual or transgender.

The results are based on Gallup Daily tracking interviews since Jan. 28, 2015, when
Gallup first asked lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) individuals who indicated
they were married or living with a partner if their spouse or partner was the same sex or

the opposite sex.

Overall, 4.3% of U.S. adults identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender, according to
Gallup's latest estimate from its June 2016-June 2017 tracking data. That is up from
3.9% a year ago and 3.4% in Gallup's initial estimate in 2012.

Same-Sex Marriage More Common Among Men, Older LGBT Adults

Currently, 11.4% of LGBT men versus 9.3% of LGBT women say they are married to a
same-sex partner. Also, the marriage rate among older LGBT adults is higher than it is
among younger adults.

Marital Status of LGBT Americans, by Gender and Age

Men Women 18-29yearsold 30-49yearsold 50+ yearsold

% % % % %

Married to same-sex spouse 11.4 9.3 3.3 14.4 18.1
Living with same-sex partner 7.4 6.0 3.8 8.9 8.9
Single/Never married 56.6 55.0 77.2 42.4 32.3
Living with opposite-sex partner 3.0 5.2 55 4.1 1.8
Married to opposite-sex spouse 13.2 13.1 6.2 18.4 19.3
Divorced 4.6 6.1 2.1 7.1 9.8
Separated 1.4 2.7 1.3 3.2 2.3
Widowed 2.0 2.4 05 0.9 7.1
Sample size 6,789 6,043 4,340 3,641 4777
June 20, 2016-June 19, 2017
GALLUP DAILY
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Notably, even older LGBT adults are most likely to identify their marital status as single --
32% say they have never married. This indicates that many LGBT adults, even at older
ages when marriage may be more feasible or desirable than it is for younger adults, are
remaining single. By comparison, 11.3% of non-LGBT adults age 50 and older have

never married.
Implications

Same-sex marriages are becoming increasingly common, and same-sex domestic
partnerships less common, for LGBT Americans. In the first year after the Supreme
Court ruled states could not prohibit same-sex marriages, the percentage of LGBT
Americans who were married grew nearly two percentage points. In the second year
since the ruling, the growth has continued, but at a diminished rate. This suggests an
initial burst in the number of same-sex marriages came in response to the legal changes.
Now, with those legal changes further in the past, the growth in same-sex marriages may

be slower.

However, growth in the rate of same-sex marriages is likely to continue. Younger adults,
many who may not be in a position to marry regardless of their sexual identity, are
disproportionately likely to identify as LGBT. As they age, their life situations may change
and they may want to get married. Also, as future generations of LGBT adults come of
age, having grown up in a time when there were no legal restrictions on same-sex
marriage and greatly reduced societal norms against it, they may marry at higher rates

than LGBT Americans in generations before them.

These data are available in Gallup Analytics.

Editor's Note: A correction was made to the estimated proportions of LGBT adults in
cohabiting same-sex couples who are married (from 67% to 619%) or living with a partner
(from 33% to 39%,).

SURVEY METHODS
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Results for this Gallup poll are based on telephone interviews conducted June 20, 2016-June 19,
2017, on the Gallup U.S. Daily survey, with a random sample of 352,851 adults, aged 18 and older,
living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. For results based on the total sample of
national adults the margin of sampling error is £1 percentage point at the 95% confidence level

For results based on the total sample of 12,832 lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender adults, the
margin of sampling error is +1 percentage point at the 95% confidence level. All reported margins
of sampling error include computed design effects for weighting

Each sample of national adults includes a minimum quota of 70% cellphone respondents and
30% landline respondents, with additional minimum quotas by time zone within region. Landline
and cellular telephone numbers are selected using random digit dial methods

Learn more about how the Gallup U.S. Daily works.

RELEASE DATE: June 22,2017

SOURCE Gallup https //news gallup com/poll/212702/Igbt adults married sex spouse aspx
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Tim Greathouse, Ohio Wedding Officiant ©

i i ety 4.2 (20)
Akron, Canton, Cleveland and all over Ohio

Facebook | Twitter

About This Vendor

Mot religious? Mot a problem!

What's the right wedding ceremony for a religioushy independent couple? & courthouse ceremony is cold,

impersonal and over in a flash. A church ceremony is long, boring 2nd an affront to your beliefs. Pick yvour

poison - chilly 2nd colorless, or tedious 2nd offensive. Or, screw the poison and pop open the champagne.

Your perfect ceremony awaits.

Details

Ceremony Types Religious Affiliations

Civil Union, Commitment Ceremony, Bazha'i Faith, Buddhist, Christian, Catholic,
Elopement, Interfaith Ceremony, Mon- tormon, Orthodox, Protestant, Quaker,
Religious Ceremony, Same Sex Ceremony, Hindu, Interfaith, Jewish, Conservative,
Second Wedding . WVow Renewal Reform, Muslim, Pagan, Secular, Sikh,
Ceremony Spiritual, Unitarizn, Wiccan

Wedding Activities
Wedding, Ceremorny
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ABOUT ME YOUR CEREMONY HAPPY COUPLES WEDDING RESOURCES

OFFICIANT IN ACTION CONTACT

My Views on Gay
Marriage

For posterity, below I’ve preserved the lengthy essay I composed years ago
outlining my support for gay marriage. I’m happy to say that, thanks to the
tireless efforts of countless, impassioned human rights activists and a narrow
but decisive victory handed down by the Supreme Court, these words stand
are now merely historical document about an ugly time in our national
history.

Too long/don’t feel like reading? I will cheerfully perform a wedding
ceremony for any consenting adults, regardless of gender or sexual
orientation. Read more or hit me up and I'll tell you all about how much your
love matters!

I tend to overreact. Someone cuts me off in traffic. Do I give them a helpful
gesture through the windshield? No. I’'m plotting in my head the most
expedient fashion by which to exterminate their entire bloodline from the

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/same-sex-marriage/

App. 2231/6



5/21/2020 Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JComaedtieddidy Gfiled - i@ dri2gd vh 8&3tholRagelD #: 318

earth. McDonald’s didn’t give me a hash brown with my Egg McMuffin. Do I
pull back around and wait in the drive-through? No. I drive my carthrough the
front of the store, up to the front counter and demand service. The electric
company reads my meter wrong and is threatening to send me to collections
if I don’t pay the extra $25 on my last bill. Do I call customer service? No. |
refuse to pay — in fact, I create an elaborate plan to have all of my cash and
belongings brought to my home in the event of my death and have it all
torched so that, not even when I die, can they collect the $25 from the
smoldering remains of my estate. So, actually, to say I overreact would be an
understatement.

That’s why I was so proud of myself for my near saint-like behavior a few
years ago during a visit to my local apothecary. It was just after that year’s
election, and I was listening to a piece on NPR on the passage of Proposition
8, the ban on gay marriage in California. It put me in a foul mood. As I pulled
into the parking lot and began looking for a place to park, what did mine eyes
behold? A beautiful, gleaming Lexus quite unceremoniously double-parked
right in front of the store entrance.

I parked my car, got out and examined the offending vehicle. You might have
expected me to drag a key across the driver’s door, or shoot out the tires, or
concoct a diabolical scheme whereby an international courier towed the car to
a barge and shipped it to Siberia, but I did none of these. I looked at the car,
and I came to a truly profound realization. A calm came over me. I shopped
and departed.

The prevalence of homosexuality behavior across the heterosexual-
homosexual continuum is debatable, as is the number of men and women
who identify themselves as having an exclusively homosexual orientation:
Recent studies indicate a range between 2-7 percent of the population. Even
using the conservative estimate on a planet of six billion souls, this represents
120 million people in the world, and approximately six million in the United
States alone. This is a remarkably large minority having their fates decided by
an often unsympathetic majority.

Traditional conservative (and in the West, predominantly Christian) ideology
dictates that homosexuality is an affront to God and a sin; that it’s a choice,
and that gay people just aren’t “putting their shoulder into it” when it comes
to being straight; and that allowing gay couples to marry waters down the
sanctity of the institution of marriage, thus invalidating “real” marriages
between one man and one woman.

Meanwhile, the traditional liberal viewpoint emphasizes that if God created
humanity, He placed homosexuality in it as part of the world and the natural
order to which it adheres; that homosexuality exists in a natural,
predetermined (and some would even argue, genetic) imperative in each
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person; and that, as human beings, homosexuals ought to be afforded the
same societal rights and privileges as anyone else, free of prejudice.

As one might guess, I wholeheartedly embrace the liberal viewpoint on
homosexuality, and by extension, gay marriage. | believe that homosexuality,
while not the norm, is still natural. I believe that gays have about as much
ability to “decide” to be straight as I have to “decide” to be gay. And more
than anything, I believe that we as a nation and as a species, decades or
maybe centuries from now, will look back on our predecessors with the same
awestruck shame as we do those who championed slavery. Some people
believe God hates gays. I believe God hates hate.

Why is there so much intolerance and hate for the gay community? Why are
there people who seek to codify bigotry (the Federal Marriage Amendment)
into the highest law of our land? The question can be answered with one
word: Ignorance. There are many in this country whose lives don’t extend
beyond the boundaries of their small towns. They are fed false information
through media and entertainment and accept it as truth. They believe what the
Rush Limbaughs, Bill O’Riellys and Billy Grahams of the world tell them:
That homosexuality is a scourge, that they seek to undermine your marriage,
recruit your children and usher in some age of decadence for which we’ll all
end up going to hell.

Liberal politics, and by extension, support for gay marriage thrives in large
cities and college towns. Why? It’s because education and experience are the
enemies of bigotry. College campuses are regarded as hotbeds for liberals.
Seattle, Baltimore, San Francisco, New Haven — these metropolitan areas are
notorious liberal strongholds, and ones where you’re much more likely to
work, live next door to, or share your favorite watering hole with a gay
person.

The resident of rural or small town America fears what he does not know or
understand (gays). Meanwhile, residents of big cities (who can see and
understand the gay community, and even know and are friends with gay
people) have no fear, and therefore, no such bigotry exists.

The whole scenario reminds me of the short story, “Guests of the Nation,” by
Frank O’Connor. In the story, which takes place during the Irish War of
Independence, two Irish Republican Army soldiers get to know and befriend
two English prisoners in their care. Later, when ordered to execute the
prisoners, their hearts and minds rebel. Why? Because, knowing their
enemies — their hopes, fears, triumphs and tribulations, and discovering that
they are, if nothing else, more alike than different — made it impossible to
demonize them.
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So, how do we solve this nationwide dilemma? We take a barometer of anti-
gay sentiment in the nation, find the most egregious offenders and create
something akin to a foreign exchange student program. The main difference:
Instead of students, they’re gay men and women. They pack their bags, bid
their lives farewell for a year or so and shack up with a virulently anti-
homosexual family. But, in this exercise, the foreign visitor would not be the
student — they would be the teacher. After a year of getting to know this gay
person and being forced to put a human face on someone they would have
otherwise merely labeled, maybe they would change. (This is a satirical
suggestion, of course, but tell me it wouldn’t work.)

Let’s return to the parking lot at Walgreens for a moment. As I looked at that
gorgeous car, parked so arrogantly and seemingly without regard for anyone
else, a thought occurred to me: I don’t know the person who this car belongs
to. I know nothing about them. Perhaps it was just another obtuse, suit and
tie-wearing, Lexus-driving, six figure-earning piece of alpha-male flotsam
with no regard for the yellow lines that separates us from animals.

Or, perhaps it wasn’t. Maybe it was a woman. Maybe she just finished up a
year-long stint watching her five-year-old son die of some sort of rare cancer.
And maybe she just came back from the funeral home after picking out his
little casket. And maybe she had to stop at Walgreens to pick up her valium,
in the hopes that something might offer her a moment’s respite from the
horrifying, soul-annihilating pain she’s feeling, and couldn’t see the yellow
lines of the parking spaces through her tears.

Maybe that’s who that Lexus belonged to. She doesn’t deserve to have her car
keyed. So I didn’t do it.

I’m going to take a guess that most gay people in California voted against
Proposition 8 — that is to say, they were in favor of gay marriage. And I’'m
going to guess that most people in California who could put a human face on
the gay community because of a friend, loved one, coworker, or anyone else
they’re close to voted against it as well. And finally, I’'m going to guess those
that voted for it — who are against gay marriage — have had little or no
meaningful contact with a gay person in their lives.

It’s that last group of people — they’re the ones keying the car. They don’t
even know the people they’re victimizing and marginalizing. They just see
the Lexus parked across two spaces, make an assumption and drag their key
across. Would they have done it if they had known? If they could hear the
stories and see the love between the people they were denying this privilege —
would they still pull out their keys? If every person in this world had a son,
daughter, brother, sister, mother, father or beloved friend that was gay —
would they still do as they had done? I hope the answer is no — and I further
hope that one day my hope becomes a certainty.

App. 2264/6

www.timothygreathouse.com/about-tim-greathouse/same-sex-marriage/



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 228 of 373. PagelD #: 321



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 229 of 373. PagelD #: 322



5/26/2020 Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG RariHMBister hiteecielad2i28 A2B040§ 8 CBeridRagelD #: 323

When two people create a ceremony from the love in their hearts all
hearts are opened and overflow with joy.

Your family is welling up with pride. Your friends are tearfully happy for you (or
are wishing they were you.) The two of you are euphoric, on cloud nine, bubbling

up with joy! Nothing else matters. The ceremony._is so wonderful, there’ll be

celebration ’til the sun comes up!

Imagine having a ceremony that is so beautiful and memorable it is everything
you hope for, and more. The desires of your heart are fulfilled and you are as
happy as you could possibly be.

With A Wedding To Cherish Your Ceremony Will:

= Capture the Spirit of the Two of You

= Include Elements That Are Meaningful To You

= Celebrate Your Love And Affirm How Good You Are Together

= Blend Unique, Distinct, Diverse Backgrounds Into A Beautiful Cohesive Whole
= Stress Less and Enjoy Your Ceremony More

= Start Your Wedding on a High Note

I am Susanna Goulder. I perform personal, loving wedding ceremonies so you have a ceremony you cherish
forever. I serve local and out-of-town couples in the Cleveland, Akron, Canton and Northeast Ohio vicinity or will
travel to the location of your choice. I am an ordained Interspiritual-Interfaith minister. I've performed hundreds

of ceremonies. I love performing wedding ceremonies.

Schedule your complimentary meeting and let’s talk about how you can have a wedding you will cherish.

“Susanna made our wedding day one to remember!!!! I could not have imagined a better
ceremony.”
Mr. & Mrs. Justin & Jenna Gray
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“It was a true reflection of who we were, and it was completely romantic and just perfect.”
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Crystal Gardner

“We’ve had so many compliments from people saying they’ve never witnessed a more beautiful
ceremony. We will cherish this day forever.”
Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Kathy Berlin

“I remember thinking, ‘this is how I imagined my perfect wedding!””
Mrs. Denise Benzimra

To inquire about your date, fill out the online inquiry form, E-mail, or call
(216) 255-9705.

Proudly powered by WordPress.
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Weddings

Your Ceremony — Personal & Loving

Your ceremony is the heart and soul of your wedding day. Your wedding
ceremony will reflect who you are and celebrate your love for one another.

It will be touching to behold, and a wonderful memory for all.

Whether you are secular, religious, spiritual, nondenominational,
interfaith or multicultural, I will listen to your stories, memories, beliefs,
hopes, and intentions. And in a relaxed, fun collaborative process, we will
discover the words, readings, rituals, and symbols that resonate with you.

...will be entirely your own

= Traditional or Unique
= Religious, Spiritual, Civil, or Humanist

= Simple and sweet or as romantic and personal as you desire.

...will reflect who you are
Buddhist, Catholic, Celtic, Christian,
Civil, Earth-Based, Eastern Orthodox, Greek Orthodox,
Hindu, Humanist, Muslim, Jewish,
Same-Sex, Shinto, Taoist
...and will celebrate your love

Your ceremony will be conducted with professionalism and grace. Memories will be created that everyone present
will cherish and talk about for years to come! No two ceremonies are ever the same. Your ceremony will be like no
other. It will be yours.
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Let’s get started on creating memories which everyone will talk about for

years to come!

(216) 255-9705.

Proudly powered by WordPress.
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Click here to email or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 far from traditional and
= conventional and she
Serving Lake County, Cuyahoga County, never batted an eye.
& All of Northeast Ohio Even when my
husband... read full
review

Read all 14 Reviews at
[,2 weddings, Wedding
Cakes, Wedding
Planning, Wedding
Checklists, Free Wedding
Websites, Wedding Dresses,
Wedding Ideas & more

Rev Angelle serves a small, multi-faith parish in NE Ohio, and is legally licensed through the Universal Ministries. Rev
Angelle is available to officiate and solemnize marriages anywhere in Ohio and many other States. (Photocopy of
credentials and/or references available upon request.) She is also available to perform blessings, and baptisms for you
or your children, dedication ceremonies, baby naming ceremonies or Christenings, Wiccanings, funerals, eulogies and
memorial services and spiritual counseling.

Interested persons should e-mail RevAngelle@RoadRunner.com for more information, or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895
Serving all of Northeast Ohio.

for frequently asked questions and rates / fees click here

Click here to see my getting-to-know-you wedding_guestionnaire

Frequently Asked Wedding Questions

deposits - fees - methods of payment, credit cards - travel - elopements - wedding_location ideas - verify my credentials - Clergy attire -
microphone - wedding.dress - decorated wedding_arch - theme weddings - marriage license information - renewal of vows - original
ceremonies - out of state couples - ceremony_music - no counseling_or classes required - face-to-face planning._sessions - military couples
- on-going_spiritual support - no church membership required - baptisms and Christenings - funerals, eulogies and memorial services -
commitment ceremonies / same sex marriage - gay_ weddings

Q: How much will you charge to perform our wedding?
A: Arrangements with me are based on the location and details of your wedding, and I'm happy to work with your
budget concerns. (I don't want to turn anyone away!) I'd be glad to discuss these details with you at your free, in-

person wedding consultation, and I have many references can give you upon request.
(click here to read wedding client reviews)

Q:Do you require a deposit to book our wedding?

A: A deposits will secure wedding date with me. You may put down a deposit when you make arrangements for me to
perform your wedding, and then pay the balance the day of your wedding, or in installments, so to break up the cost into
more than one payment. I can also accept credit cards via Paypal or Square.

Down payments also serve as a reminder to you, should your plans change before the date arrives, you'll remember to
tell me!!! :) I have to turn many couples away who request a date once it has been booked, and you'd be surprised how
easy it is to forget to tell me plans got postponed or cancelled. Deposits and installments are also an excellent way to
survive the Winter months when there are fewer marriages to perform, but when many couples begin to plan their
weddings for the following year.

If you wish for me to offer the Eucharist or Communion at your ceremony, purchase supplies to assist with decorating,
or some other special request that requires me to make purchases for your ceremony, this will also require a deposit to
cover the costs of the wine and the wafers, or other requested supplies.

I am always happy to bring things I already own to help enhance your ceremony location, such as an altar with flowers
and/or wedding candles, seasonal garlands, wreaths, et al. I can also custom-design an altar arrangement for you that
can remain intact throughout your reception that will compliment the color scheme of your entire wedding.

App. 2353/9
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Please read the following paragraphs regarding donations, and we can discuss the arrangement that will best suit your
preferences and circumstances.

A: I can accept cash, checks, money orders, and credit cards and electronic transactions through PayPal or Square.
Under certain circumstances I am also willing barter for services with appropriate arrangements made ahead of time.

Click here to email RevAngelle@RoadRunner.com
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

A: Turns out I have developed quite a good reputation for my ceremonies in the State of Ohio, and I get requests to
travel all over Ohio to perform weddings. I am also willing to travel long distances for out-of-state or destination
weddings. I am based in Lake County Ohio.

Long journeys are more expensive than shorter trips, but if the travel time fits into my schedule, and the extra expense
fits into your budget, then it is possible to make arrangements to perform your out-of-town wedding ceremony.

Q: Do you have a church, wedding chapel or other location where we can get married?

A: Yes!!!! T am able to perform weddings just about anywhere. If you desire an elopement or a Justice-of-the-Peace
ceremony, I can marry you at a location of your choice, in front of my fireplace, or at the park/beach around the corner
from here.

Q: Do you know of other locations where we can get married?
A: The list of wedding ceremony and wedding reception ideas in Northeast Ohio is very long! We should talk! Here are a
few examples:

Who wouldn't want to get married in a castle! Willoughby Hills, Ohio offers the beautiful
Squire's Castle for both wedding ceremonies and wedding receptions. While there is no
charge to use Squire's Castle for your outdoor wedding ceremony location, it is a very popular
choice with Ohio brides. You should contact the Parks and Recreation Dept to obtain your 2
hour permit so your day and time are guaranteed, and no one can boot you before your
wedding is over. Visit https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/about/cleveland-metroparks-
organization/policies-procedures/permits/wedding-ceremonies-permit for more information
and to get your permit.

This lovely gazebo at Overlook Park in Mentor on the Lake, Ohio overlooks the water and a
lovely park, and is an ideal location for do-it-yourself wedding ceremonies and wedding
receptions. Your wedding help is welcome to bring all the decorations and refreshments you
care to offer. Room inside to fit chairs and wedding guests for 50-75 people. No rental fee,
only reservations needed!!! Contact me for more info RevAngelle@roadrunner.com

Holden Arboretum in Mentor, Ohio has both indoor and outdoor locations to rent for your
wedding ceremony and reception. This is the view from one of their indoor rooms. Holden
Arboretum

Mapleside Farms in Brunswick, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding ceremony and
reception. Their 100 acre location has beautiful views, rooms for hundreds of guests, full
catering for your reception, and an attentive staff that really cares to make your wedding day
as perfect as possible. Their rates are a fabulous value! Mapleside Farms

La Malfa Party Center in Mentor, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding ceremony
and reception. The offer room for 1,500 guests, full catering for your reception, and an
experienced staff that caters great attention to detail. La Malfa

The Patrician Party Center in Eastlake, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. The offer room for 900 guests, full catering for your reception, si&dp p 236
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an experienced staff that caters great attention to detail. Patrician

Wildwood Cultural Center in Mentor, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. Their has beautiful garden views, room for up to 150 guests, full
kitchen for your DIY reception or caterer, great rates, and an atmosphere to die for.
Wildwood Cultural Center

La Vera Party Center in Willoughby, Ohio is a wonderful place to book your wedding
ceremony and reception. Their rooms accommodate 350 guests each, full catering for your
reception, and a great staff.

Q: How do we know you have a legal minister's license and can sign our marriage certificate?

I am happy to provide a copy of my credentials to you upon request. I am legally ordained through the Universal
Ministries, and am licensed to solemnize marriages from the Secretary of State in Ohio. You are also welcome to
compare them with the minister's database which is kept by our government and gives you the opportunity to verify the
credentials of any ordained minister who is legally licensed to solemnize marriages. Click here to check my credentials
on the Secretary of the State of Ohio's website.

Q: What will you wear when you perform our wedding ceremony?
A: I have a variety of "looks" you can select from that will compliment the style and theme of your wedding. (some
pictures at the top of this page) We can discuss this at your consultation. Costuming by request.

Q: Do you perform theme weddings?

A: Renaissance weddings, Halloween weddings, Christmas weddings, beach weddings, Celtic weddings, Scottish
weddings, military weddings, etc. We can design almost any theme you might desire for your ceremony. Our property
is always elaborately decorated for Halloween during the entire month of October, as well as the month of December for
Christmas.

Q: We Love the idea of having you design our wedding vows and perform our ceremony. Are there other

A: Whether you just need a Minister to Officiate at your wedding, if you need a little help with the last few details of
planning your wedding and reception, or if you need assistance with EVERYTHING, I am very happy to help.

Q: Can you help us decorate our wedding arch?
A: I would be happy to help you design and decorate your own wedding arch that can be used for your ceremony, and
can remain in place throughout your reception. You can pick up the arch and lights in a box at most craft supply stores

App. 237
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for under $30. I can advise you on what to purchase to dress it up, or we can assign me a shopping list as part of my
service for your wedding.

A: This varies from state to state. In Ohio, both the Bride and Groom need to apply for the marriage license together at
the Clerk of Courts in the county in which you reside, unless you are from out-of-state, in which case you will apply for
your marriage license in the county in which you will get married. Click here to apply for your County Marriage License
Online! Typically this license must be signed by a licensed officiant within 90 days of obtaining it or it will expire. You
will both need to go together, and will both need your drivers license or State issued picture ID. If either of you have
been married in the past, you will need to bring proof that the marriage has legally ended by divorce or death. If
between the ages of 18 and 21, you'll also need a copy of your birth certificate. If between the ages of 16 and 18,
parental consent is required.

In Ohio there is no waiting period to receive your marriage license, and no blood tests are required. Average cost of a
marriage license runs between $45, though some counties charge more. For more information regarding marriage
licenses in Ohio, click here. For a list of phone numbers and addresses for Ohio county clerk of courts, click here. For
all other states, click here.

For couples who wish to solemnize their vows, but who do not wish to apply for a State-issued marriage license, I am
happy to provide you with a lovely Certificate of Marriage that allows you to record and display the date you took your
vows on a decorative document.

Q: Do you perform re-marriage, anniversary, or renewal of vows ceremonies?
A: Yes, I do perform renewal of marriage ceremonies. I would be very happy to design your "second wedding" and help
you to renew your wedding vows so that it exceeds your expectations.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northest Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

Q: We already had a legal Justice-of-the-Peace service, but now we wish to have a formal wedding

us, even though we are already legally married?
A: Yes, I would love to solemnize your Union with the eyes of Loved Ones before you. No reason to skip the traditions
and rituals with Family just because you had reasons to expedite the legal portion of your marriage! :)

or solemnize our wedding without a legal, state-issued document?

A: Yes, I will gladly allow you to say your vows with each other without a state-issued license. I understand there are
some who wish to ask for God and Family to be part of their marriage, but not the government. If at some point in the
future you choose to obtain a marriage license, I would be happy to sign it for you at that point in time as well.

Q: We do not live in Ohio, but we've heard of your unique, original wedding ceremonies. Can you design a
ceremony for our Officiant to use, or can we purchase an original ceremony from you? Do you perform
destination weddings?

A: If you are getting married outside of Ohio, but wish to inquire about obtaining an original ceremony with original
vows for your own wedding, please click here. I am also willing to travel the entire globe to perform weddings. Name
your wedding location, world-wide, and I'll inquire as to legal requirements for performing the ceremony. I'll follow you
anywhere in the United States and Internationally to make your destination wedding perfect.

help us plan our wedding ceremony via long-distance?

A: I would be delighted to help you with your Ohio wedding ceremony while you reside out-of-state. Many people
choose to get married in the hometown of their parents or other relatives to make it easier for family to attend. We can
work on the details of your ceremony through email and telephone conversations. If there is opportunity to fit in a
meeting before the wedding, I am happy to meet with you. But I have performed weddings for many out-of-town
couples who need this extra leeway, and I find it is just as easy to provide excellent service to you in this manner as in
any other.

You will need to apply for your Ohio marriage license together, in person, in the county you will be married in, once you
are in Ohio. But there is no waiting period once you apply, so you can obtain your license on any business day, during
business hours, as close as the morning you will get married, if you can find the time. Most folks tend to arrive in tcxn a

p. 238
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few days before their wedding, so I suggest getting your marriage license as soon as possible so that detail on your list
is tended to. (click here to read more about marriage licenses)

Q: Can you help us with our ceremony music?

A: Absolutely yes! Most couples tend to select either live musicians to perform their ceremony music (violinists,
bagpipes, guitarists, organists, harpists, etc.), or prerecorded ceremony music. I can help you select from the best
choices available in professional musicians, and/or I can provide you with hand-selected pre-recorded music and player
for your wedding. Whether you prefer to walk down the aisle to traditional bagpipes, live guitar music, traditional
classical wedding marches, or something more contemporary, I can help you arrange the perfect music for your wedding
ceremony.

Q: Do you require we take Pre Marital Counseling/Classes?

A: No counseling or classes are required, unless requested by the couple. Relationship dynamics is an area of specialty
of mine, so I am very happy to offer counseling services for individuals, couples and families. $50 per session; 90
minute minimum per counseling session.

actlve duty_?

A: While I do not offer any specific "discounts" to active duty personnel, I do offer the same negotiable
arrangements to everyone who requests my services. (click here to read about it) I perform many
wedding ceremonies for military brides and military grooms, and am very happy to offer an American
Flag that can stand alone in any location and extends up to 8 feet to be part of your wedding ceremony, if
you'd like. I can also help you rehearse your Arch of Swords for your ceremony exit.

It is common to find good deal and special courtesies from hotels and such for folks who are serving in the United States
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, etc. Deals are often available for folks who are on leave from active
combat duties.

Planning sessions: 1 like to get together with a couple for a face-to-face meeting for an initial interview in which we
ask each other questions and get a feel for the task at hand. This allows us to get better acquainted and helps me better
design the wedding vows and wedding ceremony. My schedule is most flexible if you are able to meet here, at my home
in Mentor on the Lake, and I'm happy to put a pot of tea or coffee on most any time. Additional meetings are arranged if
requested by the couple, and there is no limit to how many times I will meet with you.

There are some instances in which the couple cannot make a face-to-face meeting, such as those who live out of town
who are coming to this area only to be married near their family, or Brides and Grooms that are in the Military. For
these and similar instances, we can easily make all of the arrangements needed with email and telephone conversations,
and perhaps we can fit in a meeting closer to your Wedding Day.

On-going support: I am also available by telephone, email and in person should I be needed for emotional support as
your wedding plans unfold. I can offer assistance to help ease the stress and tension that people often experience as
they plan and prepare for such a momentous occasion. When called upon, I can be a neutral, objective party to whom a
Bride or Groom can turn for support, advice, venting etc. as the Wedding Day approaches. You may not have had the
benefit of a home church and clergy you feel you can speak with about your relationship and marriage before, but you
do now, if you need me.

I am also gladly available should a couple request my services after they are married, for Fellowship, baptism and
dedication ceremonies for their children, or as Spiritual Clergy.

Q: Do you require us to be members of a church?

A: No, I do not. Since I am not affiliated with any specific denomination, I am able to perform weddings for people of
any faith, or those that do not practice any religion at all, though I especially enjoy customizing your wedding ceremony
so it includes any religious or spiritual aspects you desire it to contain. Many folks who do not actively practice religion
wish to incorporate features from their family's cultural or religious background when they get married. Some couples
prefer not to have any spiritual elements in their ceremony at all.

Should you be seeking spiritual fellowship in your life, you are always welcome to attend the fellowship services that we
have here at Universal Ministry. Our fellowship is best described as non-denominational, multi-faith fellowship thaA p 2 3 9
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draws on the best of many wonderful religions and has a strong affinity for Earth-based or Nature based Spirituality.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio and Destinations of Your Choice!
(please specify date and location of wedding)

A: No, I do not require it. However, if you wish to be baptized or have a religious dedication ceremony of some sort, I
am legally licensed to perform baptisms and Christenings or naming ceremonies for you or your children and I will be
happy to baptize you, or to baptize your children. Click here if you wish more information on becoming baptized. I am
also available for Wiccaning ceremonies, dedication ceremonies, funeral services or eulogies, and Blessings for your
home or property.

Q: Do you perform funerals, Eulogies or memorial services?
A: Yes, I do. If you have lost a loved one and require clergy to honor their memory at a funeral or memorial service, I
am available for these services. Click here to email or call (216)400-1749 (440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio

Q: Do you perform same sex or commitment ceremonies (gay weddings, gay marriage - affirmation of love,
Gay, Lesbian, Trans-gendered, GLBT, Civil Unions)?

A: Yes, I do. The State of Ohio (and the entire USA) will now issue a marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

For those of you reading this paragraph who object to this practice, please consider the following: any person who
approaches me and asks, "Will you please serve us, as a representative of God, so we may ask God to bless our love and
our Union? We love each other so very much, and wish to present ourselves before God, and ask that S/he be part of
our marriage from the beginning." As a person of Faith, how could I deny such a request? I consider it an honor.

In my opinion, one of God's most important lessons for humankind is the lesson of learning to Love. A couple who is
taking that path is life IS abiding by God's wishes, as far as I can tell.

In April 2005 I had the honor of performing one of the first Ohio weddings in which two women were able to obtain a
legal marriage license due to the fact that one of them was originally born a man.

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749(440)290-9895 Serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

click here to vote for my site if you think it has been helpful

Click here to email
or call (216)400-1749 or (440)290-9895 Proudly serving all of Northeast Ohio
(please specify date and location of wedding)

This site (c) 1999-2017 Reverend Angelle Keiffer
all rights reserved

Click here to email Rev Angelle

click here to go back to top

App.
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The following are terms that either describe the services offered by this wedding minister, or areas this wedding minister serves: Mentor, Willoughby, Eastlake, Wickliffe, Beachwood, Pepper Pike, Euclid, South
Euclid, Cleveland Heights, University Heights, Chardon, Munson, Geneva, Geneva on the Lake, Madison, Perry, Thompson, Gates Mills, Lyndhurst, Shaker Heights, Lakewood, Bay Village, Westlake, Strongsville
North Royalton, Bedford, Mayfield Village, Mentor on the Lake, Kirtland, Kirtland Hills, Willowick, Ashtabula, Sandusky, Norwalk, Avon, Vermillion, Ohio Officiant, marriage officiant, Minister, Clergy, Ohio
officiant, officiators, Officiator, local wedding officiant, local wedding, local officiant, serving these cities in County: efficiant, Local Wedding, minister, Minister, celebrant, Celebrant, clergy, Ohio, wedding
chapel, Weddings Chapel, chapel, Chapel, wedding vows, Wedding Vows, officiant, officiate, Officiate, your wedding vows, our wedding vows, offciant, offciate, officant, officate, offciators, licensed to
solemnize marriages, Marriage Officiant, solemize, solimize, solemize marrages, solemnize marrages, Ohio, multi-faith clergy, Multi-Faith Clergy, Inter-Faith marriages, nondenominational wedding ceremony,
unique wedding ideas, elope Ohio wedding, Wedding marriage ministers and civil officiants are known by many names: minister, officiant, official, pastor, officiate, officiator, wedding officiant, wedding
minister, wedding official, wedding pastor, marriage officiant, marriage minister, ceremony officiant, non-religious officiant, ceremony minister, marriage official, wedding clergy, rabbi, priest, civil officiant,
Minister, Ministers, Wedding Officiant, Wedding Officiants, Marriage Officiant, Wedding Ceremony, Marriage Ceremonies, Wedding Service, Wedding Services, Wedding, Weddings, Clergy, Clergymen,
Clergyman, clergy woman, wedding lady, http://lovelaughterelegance.wordpress.com/2007/12/07/lori-doug-a-gorgeous-wedding-in-august/ ,wiccan clergy, Wiccan Clergy, wiccan handfasting, pagan
handfasting, beach wedding, gazebo, outdoor, outside, Outside, weddings by the water, indoor wedding, custom wedding ceremonies, custom wedding vows, Halloween wedding vows, civil ceremony, elope,
elopement, Elope, Elopement, Elopements, elope in Ohio, elopment, elopments, ceremony music, wedding music, http://www newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/510912.htmI?nav=5065 bagpipes,
bagpiper, Bagpiping, piping, pagan clergy, Pagan Clergy, pagan wedding, Wiccan Wedding, Earth religions, Christian Wedding, Jewish Wedding, Baptist, Methodist, Protestant, Catholic, Lutheran, LDS, agnostic,
atheistic, Jehovah's Witness, Quaker, Mormon, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Eastern Orthodox, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Seventh Day Adventist, Orthodox Wedding, Native American Ceremony, your cultural
heritage, commitment ceremonies, commitment ceremony, your religious preferences, and much more. funeral services, funerals, eulogies, Eulogies, Eulogy, eulogy, memorial services, baptisms, baptize,
baptized, wicanning, wiccaning, quinceanera, quincenera, coming of age, 15th birthday, sweet 15, sweet 16, Earth based religion, nature based religion. Fees, prices, donations, gifts, honorarium, chaplain
Chaplain services, pastor, Pastor, Reverend.

http://groups.yahoo com/group/weddingofficiants/

[About Universal Ministry]_ [Custom Wedding_Ceremony - wedding vows] [Funeral Services]

[About Reverend Angelle] [email Rev Angelle] [a humorous look at religion] [Wedding Links] [TV
Weddings]

Ohio Weddlng Off' ciant - www.OhioWedding.org - Wedding Minister - Mentor, Willoughby, Kirtland, Painesviille, Beachwood, Pepper Pike, Chagrin Falls, Wickliffe, Euclid, Perry,
Madison, A on the Lake, Willoughby Hills, Cleveland, Kirtland Hills, Mentor on the Lake, Eastlake, Cleveland, Lakewood, Willowick, Ohio, OH, Oh, Northeast
Ohio, Lake County, Akron, Canton, Massolin, Northfield, Maximo, Lake County, C

yahoga County, Ashtabula County, Geauga County, Summit County, Parma, Euclid, Wooster, Kent,
Medina, Warren, Chardon, Marion, Springfield, New Philadelphia, Coshocton, M|IIersburg, Dayton, Columbus, Marion, Toledo, Sylvania, Tallmadge, cuyahoga county, lake county, lorian
county, huron, erie, sandusky, ottawa, lucas, fulton, defi

e, alliance, ashl athens, green, barberton, bay village, bedford, bellview, berea, brecksville,
brookpark, cuyahoga falls, coshocton, fairview park, waterville, oregon, maumee, Wedding_Location Ideas - Ohio officiant wedding minister for maarriage ceremony wedding lady, Rev

Angelle, wedding ceremony ohio

. N . . App. 241
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About The Uncommon Officiant

| am a licensed wedding officiant from Worthington, Ohio and | have been performing weddings in
Columbus and the central Ohio region since 2011. | love what | do and in the past 8 years | have
presided over more than 300 ceremonies. | call myself The “Uncommon” Officiant simply because | do
things a little differently. Rather than simply insert your names into an existing ceremony template, |
specialize in making sure your ceremony is personal and enjoyable. | take the time to walk you through
the process prior to your wedding, get to know the both of you, and write custom ceremony that is only
about you and your relationship; all while adding a little personality into things to ensure everyone has

a good time.

App. 242
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F.A.Q.s

Absolutely. I’ve been preforming LGBTQ weddings since before they were legal. I even
had the honor of performing the first ever gay wedding at the Statehouse (May 13th, 2017) I am
well versed with the nuances which accompany a same sex wedding or gender non-binary wedding.
But like with everything else I do, I am happy to celebrate love in all of its forms.

My adventure in officiating actually started at my own wedding. My wife and [ were on
the hunt to something a little different with our ceremony, but we were unable to find someone who
would perform what we wanted. Everyone we talked to said something to the effect of “That’s not
what a wedding is supposed to be.”I balked at that idea, so I wrote my own wedding and had a
friend perform it. We had so much fun that night that, as my friends started getting married, they
began asking me to write and perform their ceremonies. Since then it has become a passion as much
as it has a career.

App.2431/3
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The quick answer is: not usually. I’ll stick around for part of cocktail hour to take care of
the paperwork and maybe eat a cheese cube or two, but I typically make a quiet exit before the
introductions. Weddings are expensive enough and I don’t like burdening my couples by asking
them to feed me. If it is the case that a couple really wants me to stay, I will attempt to make that
happen. Sometimes I’ve got other weddings to get to and sometimes I’ve got dad-duties at home,
but I’ll do what I can to hang out for a bit.

Like with wedding receptions, the answer is generally no. However, there are 2 schools of
thought here. My perspective has always been that rehearsal dinners are a family affair; a chance for
the two families to spend some time together and get to know each other in a new intimate way
before the wedding. So out of respect, I opt not to attend as I would not want to invade. The other
school of thought, which I was introduced to in 2018, is that I am performing an important or
intimate service and it may be the case that members of the family want to get to know me a little
bit before I do that. If your family happens to be of the ond
to attend.

variety, [ will once again do what I can

Yes, yes, and thrice times a yes. Did I mention I love celebrating people in all of the ways
that bring them joy? This just adds to the fun. My closet is large and I have a number of
costume/outfits to choose from, but I'm up for most challenges. However, if [ don’t own it and it is
the case that you can’t provide it, then the cost would fall on you. I have a number of sources from
which to obtain new costumes, so I can help hunt it down if you need.

Yes, but know that I charge $50.00 extra for the background check required to enter and
perform at any given correctional institution. Know also that most of these facilities are a fair
distance from my home, so a travel fee would be incurred as well.

Strictly speaking, I am not religious, but I am a scholar of religions across the world.
Human belief systems have always fascinated me. I recognize some spiritual philosophies within
myself, but [ am a pretty staunch atheist. However I never let my own beliefs (or lack thereof)
interfere with the needs of my couples.

I’m always here for inquiring couples. Send me a message using my contact form and I’ll get back
with you as soon as possible.

App. 2442/3
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Name *

First Last

Email *

Comment or Message *

Submit

Powered by WordPress | Designed by Elegant Themes
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@WEDDlNG IRE  PLANNING TOOLS VENUES VENDORS FORUMS DRESSES IDEAS

O\ Wedding Officiants in  (E.g. Hudson)

Weddings / Wedding Vendors / Wedding Officiants / Ohio Wedding Officiants / Clevelanc

Blonde and Ordained LLC

200, East Streetsboro Street, Hudson, OH 44236 - Phone number - Visit website

equest pricing S 200
About Blonde and Ordained LLC

| am a non-denominal ordained minister who will curate your wedding ceremony to be all that you both
want it to be. Your ceremony should be a reflection of your intimate love story that is shared with each
other, famil, and friends on your wedding day. | became an ordained minister about a year ago and was
performing them for a Pop up wedding vendor, Haus of Cool. | have since married several couples in
various locations throughout Northeast Ohio. From intimate gatherings or elopments to large elaborate
weddings or even themed weddings. | work closley with my couples so that they covey their
expression of love towards each other. | look forward to speaking with you and creating the perfect

wedding ceremony.

App. 246
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My Services
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About Two Shall Become One Ceremonies

Two Shall Become One Ceremonies is a wedding officiant based in Akron, Ohio, serving the
surrounding areas. This wedding officiant specializes in creating customized wedding ceremonies that
reflect you and your love story. Two Shall Become One Ceremonies incorporates unique, special
touches that will make your wedding day a celebration to remember.

App. 249
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@WEDDING IRE PLANNING TOOLS VENUES VENDORS FORUMS DRESSES IDEAS REGISTRY

O\ Wedding Officiants in  (E.g. Youngstown)

Weddings / Wedding Vendors / Wedding Officiants / Ohio Wedding Officiants / Cleveland Wedding (

Great Conjunction Weddings

Youngstown, OH 44510 Map - Phone number

equest pricing e
$300

About Great Conjunction Weddings
Great Conjunction offers full wedding Officiant services including non-denominational, on location,
short notice and full length traditional vow ceremonies.

We understand that you want a wedding ceremony that is as unigue and special as you are - we are
here to help. Our ministers will work with you to craft the perfect ceremony that reflects your love and
beliefs, providing sample wedding ceremonies, readings and vows, helping you with all the details of

your ceremony and filing your paperwork quickly and efficiently.

We offer full-service and mobile wedding officiant service, specializing in completely custom
ceremonies, theme weddings and non-traditional locations. We strive for excellence so that you can

relax and enjoy your wedding day.
We are spiritual, accepting and welcoming of all faiths and sexual orientations. Love is Love!
Located in Youngstown and serving Northeast Ohio.

Let us bring your dream wedding to life!

App. 251
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Great Conjunction Weddings - Non-Demoninational Officiants
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Joyful and confident, Jo
a background in Religio

non-demoninational, spiritually focused ceremony. demominational or

Great Conjunction Weddings

John Thornton

Great Conjunction offers full wedding Officiant services including non-denominational, on location, short notice ¢

We understand that you want a wedding ceremony that is as unique and special as you are — we are here to hel
ceremony that reflects your love and beliefs, providing sample wedding ceremonies, readings and vows, helping
paperwork quickly and efficiently.

We offer full-service and mobile wedding officiant service, specializing in completely custom ceremonies, theme
excellence so that you can relax and enjoy your wedding day.

We are spiritual, accepting and welcoming of all faiths and sexual orientations. Love is Lovel
Located in Youngstown and serving Northeast Ohio.

Let us bring your dream wedding to lifel

App. 253
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@WEDDlNG I[RE  PLANNING TOOLS VENUES VENDORS FORUMS DRESSES IDEAS REGISTRY

O\ Wedding Officiants in  (E.g. Chagrin Falls)

Weddings / Wedding Vendors / Wedding Officiants / Ohio Wedding Officiants / Cleveland Wedding C

Spiritual Inspiration Ministries

8210 Macedonia Commons Blvd, Suite 188, Macedonia, OH 44056 Map - Phone number

equest pricing a
$300

About Spiritual Inspiration Ministries

Spiritual Inspiration Ministries is a professional wedding officiant service based in Macedonia, Ohio.
This interfaith team of ministers and officiants are licensed in almost all states, LGBTQ-friendly and
available seven days a week to handle your wedding event. Regardless of your wedding vision, the
experienced officiants at Spiritual Inspiration Ministries will work alongside you to create the ceremony

of your dreams.
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Spiritual Tnapiration Ministries

About Us

Our Community

We are an interfaith community whose primary focus is to oversee that extraordinary moment when
two hearts join together. We are honored to officiate your wedding, one of the most important days of
your life. If you have a concept, tell us and we will help you create the ceremony of your dreams. Also

offered are commitment ceremonies, vow renewals, spiritual counseling, baptisms and end of life
services.

App. 2581/5
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Our wedding officiant is here for you.

We are available 7 days a week to conduct weddings, commitment ceremonies and all of our other
services in any location anytime day or night. LGBTQ and all are welcome! minister wedding officiant

Love to Hear From You

Contact us to discuss your particular wedding wedding officiant minister needs and how we may assist
you: 330-564-7558

App. 2592/5
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Our Pastor

Curriculum Vitae— Reverend Edward Niam DD
Reverend Edward Niam DD is the founder of Spiritual Inspiration Ministries, a multi-faith community
whose primary focus is to oversee that extraordinary moment when two hearts join in holy matrimony.
Also provided are commitment ceremonies, vow renewals, spiritual counseling, baptisms and end of
life services. Everyone is welcome regardless of your faith, your beliefs and sexual orientation. We are
all children of God and deserve to be treated with respect and dignity. Reverend Edward provides
life/wellness coaching and pastoral counseling to Individuals, groups and corporate clients in the greater
Cleveland and Akron, Ohio areas and across the USA. His mission is to help people find and develop
their own power to become happy, healthy, focused, productive, kind, compassionate and loving
utilizing personal guidance from God. He has extensively studied world religions including Christianity,
Buddhism and Islam. A Grand Master of Shaolin Kung Fu, Tai Chi, Healing Touch, Traditional Chinese
Medicine, Acupuncture & Meditation & has been helping people utilize the secrets of health and
wellness therapies for 45 years.

Founder and President of “Live Your Life of Purnose” which motivates trains and insoires ne%’r0260
https://spiritualinspirationministries.com/about-us ) 3/5
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become creators of their own destiny and live a happy, healthy, more focused, productive, prosperous
and fulfilling life.

Reverend Edward founded Tai Chi Institute USA and created ~The Movement of Life~ which provides
training for people of all ages to improve their mental, physical and spiritual health through concepts
found in Tai Chi, Qi Gong, Meditation, Shaolin Kung Fu and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM).
Founded the Shan Sing School of Chinese Martial Arts and holds the rank of Black Sash. Creator of Out
of Danger, a self-defense system that provides people with the hands-on-skills needed to protect
them in any situation. Founder-Athlete Training USA utilizing the Shaolin Warrior Athlete Training
“SWAT” program which helps athletes reach their full potential and join the ranks of the Elite minister

wedding officiant .

Founded and was CEO of Corporate Solutions, Inc. which provided nationwide employment
background screening and training and development to human resources professionals. Was president
of Niam Investigations, Inc., that specialized in combating white collar crime and successfully
prosecuted the first industrial espionage case in the state of Ohio and one of five in the U.S. Served as
Director of Investigations for the Summit County Prosecutor's Office with the focus on prosecuting

criminal and civil fraud and public corruption.

Authored numerous published articles regarding employment background screening which have
appeared in national publications such as USA Today Magazine and Employment Management Today.

Published articles in Balanced Living and Inside Kung Fu Magazine relating to Chinese martial arts and
Tai Chi.

Received a BA in History/Political Science/Philosophy from The University of Akron. Graduated from
the Summit County Sheriff's Academy and the Special Weapons and Tactics Training (SWAT) in
London Ohio. Served on the boards of the American Society for Industrial Security, the Society for
Human Resource Management, the Information Systems Security Association, the Children’s Ballet
Theatre and the Silver Lake Country Club Celebrity Golf Classic—proceeds benefiting the Make-a-Wish
Foundation. Served on the board of the Fitzgerald Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies and the College
of Business Administration Alumni Board at The University of Akron. Served as president of the Board
of Trustees and was a faculty member of the Dance Institute of The University of Akron. Previously
instructed in Junior Achievement and for 10 years taught in the “Akron After School Program” working

with at risk children from first through fifth grade.

Copyright © 2020 Spiritual - All Rights Reserved.

o App. 261
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= Rew. Many Grillot, Wedding Officiant, LGBT friendly, O... B GetQuote . Call Now

Rew. M aszy Qrillot, Wedding
Officiant, LGBT friendly, Orndained
Minister

Wedding Officiant, Ordained Minister in Ohio. LGBTQ Friendly
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VLA LU SIS ()

Officiant

Scott has been officiating weddings since 2017. He started by officiating his best friend's wedding, and
then he was the officiant for his sister's wedding! At that point, he knew he wanted to do more weddings,
so he joined Weddings for the Ages! Since then, Scott has found this to be one of the most fulfilling jobs he
could have hoped for. As he says, “nothing is more rewarding than when you see the couple whose
wedding you just did out on the dance floor for their first dance together. Seeing them so happy in the
moment, and just knowing that you helped get them there is one of the better experiences of my life.”

Scott has been a Bowling Green townie for most of his life, attending St. Al's, then BGHS and BGSU. He
developed a knack for theater and public speaking, frequently performing as a member of Shakespeare in

J aof[ J Z‘a%&cézxﬁ&

Officiant books, and music of all varieties, so be careful not to get trapped in one of his stories! Scott loves meeting

the park during the summer and fall. Scott can talk your ear off about movies and shows, comics and

new people from all walks of life, and is never afraid to get up and speak in front of a crowd!

Biography coming soon

6)0/‘(()% t/ }éwa/zz
Officiant

Biography coming soon

Sharvicngliowse
Officiant

Rachel is a newcomer to the officiating scene with a passion to help couples create the wedding
of their dreams.

Rachel discovered her new found passion after recently beina married by Atonn. She hasﬁﬁp 271
https://www.weddingsfortheages.com/about-us ) 3/4
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Packages and Fees

Most wedding fall under this heading. It includes a fully personalized wedding ceremony, early draft, editing,
performance, and handling of all official paperwork.

For smaller weddings of less than 20 people, my prices are a little bit lower. This includes a smaller ceremony,
early draft, editing, performance, and handling of all official paperwork.

Nothing but the basics. Myself and the two of you, a location of your choosing, a quick kiss, and some
paperwork. More than the courthouse, but less than a shindig.

App. 2731/3
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Have a friend that you want to perform your ceremony, but who may not be the best writer? I can help. I'll create
an entire customized ceremony for them to read for the enjoyment of your friends, family, and loved ones.

I am always happy to help the wedding party practice before the big show goes down. Some weddings don’t
have a lot of moving parts and a rehearsal isn’t necessary, so they are always optional.

Would you like me to be your officiant? Have questions about my packages, pricing, or dates? Use
the contact form below and I will respond as quickly as I can. Time is of the essence when there’s a
wedding to plan!

Name *

First Last

What's the date of your wedding?

Provide the date of your wedding. If you're not sure yet, no problem. Just leave this blank.

Location

Provide the city and state your wedding will be heald.

Email *

Comment or Message *

W
Submit
Powered by WordPress | Designed by Elegant Themes
. App. 274
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About Rev Daria Kathleen Sherman PhD

Rev Daria Kathleen Sherman PhD is an ordained interfaith minister through the International
Metaphysical Ministry University Seminary, and is licensed in Ohio to solemnize a marriage. Daria
holds a doctorate in Philosophy specializing in Metaphysical Counseling. She guides couples
through an easy yet thorough process in creating the Wedding of their dreams from simple
intimate to lavish exquisite gatherings.

Suggested donation $150 -$200 includes meetings to plan wedding ceremony, and couple's
counseling. Also included is creation, preparation, writing of readings, prayers etc. for ceremony,

rehearsal, and wedding ceremony.

Rev Daria advocates marriage equality. She officiates diverse religious, secular, and spiritual
ceremonies. A published author of 30 books and a professional writer, Daria will design a
ceremony that uniquely symbolizes your personal heartfelt beliefs and desires. Your wedding
ceremony will not be a generic script. Rather a tapestry of readings, vows, and ceremony that
reflects the beauty of your love for each other on your wedding day.
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BETH STOKES, CELEBRANT Cee o0 es Vows & Speec es A ou Rev ews Co ac

ABOUT ME

In love with the written word A little bit subversive glam Ridicu]ous]y
organi ed Basically if Walt Whitman, David Bowie, and Martha Stewart had
a baby, itd be me

Ibe eve yo r ceremony s he mos meanngf par of yo r weddngday I's
1’1@ fl’S 1’1 ng yO ' ever dO as a marr ed co pPe C[nd yO Sl’lO d be Qb e o
ook back on  oge her n he com ng years for s reng h and oy The way yo
approach yo 1 ceremony ssk -b  dngfor he way yo ' approach many
]’1 ngs n yo r marr age Toge her Wwe cred e some h ng f O{ par nersh P

co O.bOICl on, cmcl Crea vy

I aso be eve women br ng a hea hy sensb y o ead ng peope hro gh
maor r es of passage Endorsed by he Amercan H mans Soce vy, I'm a
Ieg S ere& C el’gy membel’ n he Commonweq h Of MQSSQCh se s Qn& an

ac ve member of he In erna ona Assoc a on of Profess ona Wedd ng

Off can s I'm asoa fe-cyce ceebran, raned by he Ce ebran Fo nda on
Qnd 11’15 e n crea l’lg Qn& pel’fol’m ng r a Pre‘\f O s O my WOIl( as an

OH can , I ed aQ aker organ za on and Wwas a fC on Q& or

My work as a ce ebran encompasses o her ceremon es and r es of passage ke
baby nam ngs, com ng of age r a's, rans nam ngs, and f nera's I'm a home

f nera e& ca or Cil’ld green b ra g de

‘When I'm no perform ng ceremon es yo can f nd me cyc ng aro nd own,
mok ngm  apes, concoc ng sma -ba ch ce cream f avors, be ng a mom o
wo crazy- ov ng boys, and p ay ng he dr ms (Yo canchecko mypay s
Of non- I(ld ona Ceremony Songs a he Spo fy nk be OW) I ove Ccrea ng he

rhy hm, s C re, Clnd COnf &ence fOl’ o hers o oke cen er s age oncl I’OCk

If yo 're spr a-no-re go s, n erfa h, a hes, LGBTQ , of co or, m

c ra,or s havng ro befndngsomeonewhogesyo ,e's ak ]
pro d Yy serve peop e of a fa hs, races, genders, ages, or en a ons, and
c res n he grea er Bos on/Cambr dge area, w hsens v Y, oy, and

Pho o by Ad anne Ma howe z crea vy

she/hers

To love well is the task in all meaningful rela’fionships,

not just romantic bonds.
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BETH STOKES, CELEBRANT Cee o0 es Vows & Speec es A ou Rev ews Co ac
LOCATION CONTACT SMALL PRINT GET SOCIAL
Cambridge, MA 02139 beth at] we wedbybeth dot] com EAQs f @
Serving the Greater Boston Text/Te 617 682 0750 Privacy Po icy

area, Los Ange es, CA +
destinations

© 2020 Beth Stokes
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Subscribe

Sign up to hear from us about specials, sales, and events.

754-229-9855

Info@romanceonthego.com

"We Bring Romance To ANY Space Or Place"

© 2017 Romance On The Go - All Rights Reserved
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executed precisely, it won’t matter.

We take pride in taking care of all of the details for you and making sure all of your
romantic needs are met. We offer a wide selection of romantic rendezvous packages
that are sure to create excitement, anticipation, and titillate the senses! Our goal is
that you “Carpe Diem” (Seize The Day) or “Carpe Noctem” (Seize The Night) and
focus on nothing but each other.

Can’t | just plan my own intimate evening? Why do I need you?

Yes, you could easily plan your own redenzvous, but let’s be honest for a quick
second, planning a romantic rendezvous does not come easy to many people. Who
has the time to think about planning a romantic rendezvous when you have to attend
word daily, take care of your home, children, or pets? Your Personal Romance
Concierge will help you plan every detail of your unique romantic rendezvous.
Whether you have a vision in mind or leave it all up to us, we will create a
customized experience that you and your beloved will remember for years to come.

What kind of budget do I need for your concierge services?

ALL packages and services are customized per “Romantic”. Basic package prices
start at $199.99 without a one-night hotel stay. Every package can include a one-
night stay at a four-star hotel starting at $149.99. We offer a DIY (Do-It-Yourself)
Kit starting at $399.99. Please contact us for additional information. Phone: 754-

229-9855 or Email: Info@romanceonthego.com

Can | make changes to the date nights?
Yes, you are given the option to customize some of the essentials and add additional
services to your package.

Do you work with LGBTQ couples?
Absolutely! Love is love, We do not discriminate9
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754-229-9855

Info@romanceonthego.com

"We Bring Romance To ANY Space Or Place"

© 2017 Romance On The Go - All Rights Reserved
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Case: 1:20-cv-01622-3G

she captured us to a tee, she was
incredible. She made sure our
ceremony was personal, romantic,
meaningful and had a sense of
humor. Her warmth and funniness
made all of our guests laugh and
cry... you honestly would have
thought she had known us our
whole lives. She made the entire

ceremony so easy and stress free, |
cannot recommend Alice enough,

sheis absolutely amazing!!!

Michelle and Hipolitos 1.18.17

WHAT I DO

Weddings
Elope NYC

No Fuss |
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Just the
Script

Families

Healing

RECENT POSTS

> Destination
NYC. How to
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Wedding
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Ceremony in
6 Easy Steps

> When a

Friend
Officiates:
Tips for
Making Your

How do we get our marriage license?

What if | want to change my name?

What is the best way to contact you?

the knot;

BEST OF

WEDDINGS
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INFORMATION

NYCity License
Info

NYState License
Info

Name Change
Options

For NYC
destination
weddings

Central Park

CONTACT ME!

Alice Soloway

Uncommon
Wedding Officiant
and

Life Cycle
Celebrant®
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Valley

347-247-
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https://alicesolowayweddings.com/fees-and-fags-how-to-personalize-wedding-ceremony-nyc-hudson-valley/
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Do you travel outside of Brooklyn, NYC and the Hudson Valley?

Wedding Officiant and Celebrant serving Brooklyn, NYC, Westchester,
Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster, and the Hudson Valley

GET SOCIAL
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NYC or Brooklyn Bridge alice@alicesolowayweddings.com
Hudson Valley Park

Marriage

Legal and NYC Park Permits

Your Wedding

Ceremony

Unforgettable

Copyright 2019 Alice Soloway Weddings | All Rights Reserved | Site Design KWGraphicsandWeb
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also gave us complete breakdown
of the ceremony and a provided a
timeline for our venue, which made
the whole event run flawlessly.
During our ceremony, Alice made
us feel so comfortable, and we
could not have picked a better
person to lead the most special
moments of our day. Afterwards,
so many of our guests commented
that it was one of the most
meaningful and touching
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location of your choice, contact me!

No Fuss | Do’s

Looking for an intimate location to say “I do"? I'll provide a warm
fireplace where you'll find lots of love and positive energy.

Alice could not have been more helpful, patient and enthusiastic in
helping us organize a perfect, simple ceremony. She did a wonderful
Jjob of making everything calm and enjoyable. We wholeheartedly
recommend her. She even provided the witness who took pictures and
sent them to us later that evening. - Daniela and Henry

ceremonies they had ever been
too...and we could not agree more! For an easy, relaxed wedding experience, contact me!
We cannot thank you enough

Alice! Just the SCHpt

Tarynand Jason 9.16.17 Are you having a friend or family member officiate your ceremony? As
a ceremony professional, I'd be delighted to help write your ceremony.
For a distinctive, personalized ceremony script, contact me!

| was thrilled when friends asked me to officiate their wedding
ceremony, but froze at the prospect of actually writing it. | was
clueless about what to include. Then | remembered attending a
wedding Alice had officiated. | loved the way she had shaped the
ceremony and told the love story. With Alice’s reassurance and writing
expertise, along with my own charm (1), | was able to perform a
ceremony my friends were really happy with. - Joaguin

Wedding Officiant and Celebrant serving Brooklyn, NYC, Westchester,
Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster, and the Hudson Valley

the knot;

BEST OF
WEDDINGS

2020

WHAT | DO RECENT POSTS HELPFUL CONTACT ME! GET SOCIAL
INFORMATION
. | -~ | | | App. 291
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Weddings

Elope NYC

Alice Soloway

Uncommon
Wedding Officiant
and

Life Cycle
Celebrant®

f ©

»
%

Brooklyn, NYC
and Hudson
Valley

347-247-
3009

alice@alicesolowayweddings.com

Copyright 2019 Alice Soloway Weddings | All Rights Reserved | Site Design KWGraphicsandWeb
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HOME (/) SERVICES STORIES ABOUT PRESS (/PRESS)

STORE (/STORE) BLOG (/BLOG) CONTACT (/CONTACT)

CUSTOM SERVICES

Working with Vow Muse is easier than setfting up garden gnomes: first, we
meet with you. Then, you're off the hook while we write. Finally, we come back
together to revise your piece info perfection.

(/wedding-vows) (/speeches-toasts) (/custom-ceremony)
WEDDING VOWS SPEECHES & TOASTS CUSTOM
(/wedding-vows) (/speeches-toasts) CEREMONY

(/custom-ceremony)
$450 $450

$700
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(/officiating) (/whole-enchilada) (/premarital-coaching]
OFFICIATING THE WHOLE PREMARITAL
(/officiating) ENCHILADA (/whole- COACHING
enchilada)
Contact us for pricing Starting at $300
$1800

Don't see what you're looking for2 Please contact us (/contact) for further possibilities!

ety (et onit o (e

© 2020 vow muse | muse@vowmuse.com | site design: jessica decker | hero image: amanda wei

photography (http://www.amandaweiphoto.com)
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SERVICES TESTIMONIALS ABOUT CONTACT BLOG

Services About Testimonials

KEEP UP WITH XO JULIET FIRST NAME E MAIL ADDRESS I'M IN!

CLIENT STORIES
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Julianne and Billy

| loved the experience and outcome! The questionnaire was easy and remembering those events
made this even more fun. | received my written vows quickly and with such thought- | cried when
reading them! The vows written for me were beautifully said and tied in the right amount of humor

and sincerity.
—Julianne L.

Click here to read more testimonials about our vow writing_service.

BUY YOUR WEDDING VOWS WITH PRIDE

XO Juliet is the premier wedding vow writing service, and we have written wedding vows for clients
across the globe who know what they want to say about their partner, but just aren’t sure how to say
it. Just like any vendor in the wedding planning process, XO Juliet takes the stress away from this
crucial aspect of wedding planning. You tell us about your love story; we'll put it on paper and craft

the vows of your dreams.

You can feel comfortable sharing your love story with us. We welcome couples of all genders, races,
religions, and sexual identities. Additionally, we uphold the values of self-identification and respect

those who are non-binary, gender fluid, transgender, homosexual, bisexual, pansexual, atheistic,

App.
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SHOP BRIDE INSPO

lofé

SHOP GROOM INSPO

1ofé

@teamxojuliet
Custom vows, best man speeches, maid of honor speeches, and even custom wedding hashtags & We put your love on paper &
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LOAD MORE..

FOLLOW ON INSTAGRAM

COPYRIGH © 2020 - CAP IVA ING HEME BY RES ORED 3 6
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= THE VOW WHISPERER

e Allvideo calls are recorded SO you can review the tlpS and reedback

Speeches and Toasts

o Assist family and friends with the writing and delivery of tasteful
meaningful, and humorous toasts

o Edits and rehearsals, as needed

Officiant services, on-site support
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HOME - WEDDING CEREMONY SCRIPTS » UNSORTED » GENDER NEUTRAL CEREMONY SCRIPT SCRIPT

Gender Neutral Ceremony Script Script

American Marriage Ministries Wedding Ceremony Script Library

Become a Wedding Officiant
with Our Free Online
Ordination!

GET ORDAINED
WITH AMM

704,295

AMM MINISTERS

This wedding ceremony script was written by AMM. We encourage you to use or modify any wedding ceremony script
ideas presented here that inspire you in writing your own ceremony script.

For more guidance, check out our Officiant Training for to learn how to write a wedding ceremony script, how to fill out a
marriage license, and more. We also encourage you to visit our Weddings by State section for important state-specific
information on how to officiate a wedding.

GENDER NEUTRAL CEREMONY SCRIPT

PROCESSIONAL

Beginning of the Wedding Ceremony. Guests are seated followed by the entrance of the Bridal Party.

INVOCATION
Welcome family and friends. We are gathered here today to witness and celebrate the marriage of

and This is not the beginning of a new relationship but an

acknowledgement of the next chapter in of their lives together. and

have spent the few years getting to know each other, and we now join the to

bear witness to what their relationship has become. Today, they will affirm this bond formally and
publicly. This affirmation means more because it is shared with their most beloved friends and

App. 316
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family members. As Proust said, 'Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the

charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.’ and will
mark their transition as a couple not only by celebrating the love between themselves, but by also
celebrating the love between all of us — including the love of their parents, siblings, extended
family, and best friends. Without that love, today would be far less joyous. Thank you all for being
here this afternoon.

and today you not only marry the right person, you also
commit to being the right partner, the one with whom the other can stand and face the world. It's
finally time to seal this chapter with questions that will lead us into the next chapter.

DECLARATION OF INTENT
Do you take to be your lawfully wedded partner, to have and

to hold, in sickness and in health, in good times and not so good times, for richer or poorer,
keeping yourself unto him for as long as you both shall live?

Do you take to be your lawfully wedded partner, to have and
to hold, in sickness and in health, in good times and not so good times, for richer or poorer,

keeping yourself unto him for as long as you both shall live?

RING EXCHANGE
A ring is an unbroken circle, with ends that have been joined together, and it represents your

union. It is also a symbol of completeness, just as you two complete each other. It is a symbol of
infinity, and of your infinite love. It encircles an opening, which is the door to your future. When
you look at these rings on your hands, be reminded of this moment, your commitment, and the
love you now feel for each other.

place the ring on 's finger and repeat after me:

, | give you this ring as a symbol of my love with the pledge to love you today,
tomorrow, always, and forever.

And now, place the ring on 's finger and repeat after me:

, | give you this ring as a symbol of my love with the pledge to love you today,
tomorrow, always, and forever.

PRONOUNCEMENT
and , before these witnesses you have pledged to be joined

in marriage. You have now sealed this pledge with your wedding rings. You may now seal this
ceremony with a kiss.

RECESSIONAL
End of the Wedding Ceremony.

App. 317
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for This Joyous Occasion Officiating Sewices and

848-333-9948
Seaside Ceremondes

Home Standard/Custom Packages Ceremonies Build Your Ceremony Menu Ceremony Add-Ons Contact more...

Non-Religious Same-Sex Marriage Ceremony Bride/Bride

For This Joyous Occasion non-religious Ceremony

**Presentation of the bride**? Not everyone includes this; many times the father/escort simply walks the bride down. However if you would like to include this
tradition, | have many wording options to choose from-example:

Officiant: Who has the honor of presenting these brides today?

Fathers each take turns responding: Her mother and | do

Greeting:

Officiant:

We gather here today, in the presence of family and friends to join and ___in matrimony. We celebrate the coming together in love of these women. We
remember that marriage is a time when growing love is made public, when two people share mutual promises. We join in our support of them as they offer
themselves to each other. We celebrate their joy, their love and their expectations.

(****If you would like, this is a good place to add a special thank you to friends and family for sharing this happiest of days with you and an acknowledgment of
loved ones no longer physically with us, but who's love and support will be felt by the bride and groom always. Maybe you would like to add something personal
like how you met etc.. Let me know & I will provide you with wording options***)

Invocation (this is the beginning prayer or blessing/good wishes on this ceremony)

Officiant:

May you always need one another, not so much to fill the emptiness as to help each other know your fullness. May you want one another, but not out of lack.
May you embrace one another, but not encircle one another. May you succeed in all important ways with each other, and not fail in the little graces. Look for
things to praise, often say 'l love you' and take no notice of small faults. May you have happiness, and may you find it in making one another happy. May you

have love, and may you find it in loving one another.

Charge (the charge is addressed to the couple. It is a preparation for the vows you are about to take):

Officiant:

and ___, the covenant which you are about to make with each other is meant to be a beautiful and sacred expression of your love for each other. As you
pledge your vows to each other, and as you commit your lives to each other, we ask that you do so in all seriousness, and yet with a deep sense of joy, with deep
conviction that you are committing yourselves to a dynamic growing relationship of trust, mutual support and caring love.

Betrothal/Pledge (this is when you declare your action or intent to marry is a matter of free will)**Let me know if you would like to use full legal first and last
names for this part, or just first names. Would you like this to be asked with the response being | DO- or | Will.

Officiant:
To : Will you, have ___ to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort and keep her, and forsaking all others remain true to her as long as you both shall
live?"

- T will

Officiant:

To__ :Willyou, __ , have to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort and keep her, and forsaking all others remain true to her as long as you both shall
live?"

1wl
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Vows:
Officiant: Now that you have declared your intentions, | invite you to share your vows with one another.
Officiant: ,repeatto __, after me, these words:

___, I'have chosen you alone from all the world to be my wedded wife.
( says) ___, | have chosen you alone from all the world to be my wedded wife.

have and to hold from this day forward
(says) To have and to hold from this day forward

For better, for worse
( says) For better, for worse;

For richer, for poorer
( says) For richer, for poorer

In sickness and in health,
( says) In sickness and in health,

To love and to cherish ‘til death do us part.
( says) To love and to cherish ‘til death do us part.

Officiant: __, repeat to , after me, these words:

, | have chosen you alone from all the world to be my wedded wife.
(___ says) , | have chosen you alone from all the world to be my wedded wife

To have and to hold from this day forward
(___ says) To have and to hold from this day forward

For better, for worse
(___ says) For better, for worse;

For richer, for poorer
(___ says) For richer, for poorer

In sickness and in health,
(___says) In sickness and in health,

To love and to cherish ‘til death do us part.
( says) To love and to cherish ‘til death do us part.

[> AdChoices (Wedding Wishes) (_Wedding Vows )  (_Micro Wedding )

Exchange of rings:
Officiant: May we please have the rings

These rings have no beginning and no end. They set forth the eternal nature of real love. They will represent the love and trust that and ___ promise to
each other this day.

To : will you take this ring and place it upon ___’s finger, and as you do, repeat to her, after me, these words:

| give you this ring.
( will say): | give you this ring,

As | give you myself,
( will say) as | give you myself,

With love and affection
( will say) with love and affection.

Wear it in peace always
( will say) Wear it in peace always.

To___ : _ will you take this ring and place it upon ’s finger, and as you do, repeat to her, after me, these words:

App. 3192/4

https://www.forthisjoyousoccasion.com/non-religious-ceremony-same-sex-marriage-bridebride.html



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 321 of 373. PagelD #: 414



5/22/2020 Caseset dorayieldGddng Erebd e Wt dBgedbide olin-Riita Rl didid2rafody/ Sew RageNod#iaghtiant - NJ Weddi. ..

This site built and hosted with Weebly

BEAUTIFUL KEEPSAKE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES DOWNLOAD FOR FREE THISJOYOUS.COM

App. 3214/4

https://www.forthisjoyousoccasion.com/non-religious-ceremony-same-sex-marriage-bridebride.html



6/18/2020 Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JGabicshind-x idedhy_Ceféman? ap22B 0378 18agelD #: 416

App. 3221/2

www.nymarriages.com/images/Sample_Same_Sex_wedding_ceremony_paper_540.jpg



6/18/2020 Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JGaliCcshind-x idedhy_Ceféma? fapd2shayp3 7B 18agelD #: 417

App. 3232/2

www.nymarriages.com/images/Sample_Same_Sex_wedding_ceremony_paper_540.jpg



Case: 1:20-cv-01622-JG Doc #: 3-3 Filed: 07/22/20 325 of 373. PagelD #: 418



5/22/2020 Case: 1:20-cv-0ad2sdZ elomits | Bedy IftdtacNeddivd 22120, BiaiSen 1T 8MaRageHDidés 419
BEST NIGHT EVER!!!

Jim and Russel were legally married on stage at Broadway’s The Palace Theatre with the cast
of Priscilla Queen of the Desert.

It was a magical night for these avid theatre goers and now newly weds.
Russ’s Mom: “Tonight | have a new son.”

Love Love Love this couple and their family!

~Jim and Russell ~
~ Opening Words ~

“Dear family, friends and theater goers, welcome to the marriage of Jim and Russell. What a
wonderful sentence that is! They are here today because they have a dream that a
generation ago would have seemed outrageous. “Boy... You can't marry a boy, boy!” Here,
tonight, on the great white way, where “No you can't” has so many times before become
“Oh, yes | can!” Jim and Russell will be legally married.

It has been said that marriage is falling in love over and over again with the same person.
How Jim and Russell will continue to accomplish this, that will be up to them, for every
marriage is as unique as the people that it joins. Yet the ideals of love, and home and family
are as universal as time itself, and the desire to spend a lifetime with the one we love
transcends the differences of language and gender, to speak to the very core of what makes
us truly human.

Marriage is a promise that says “You will always come first in my life.” Jim and Russell, this is
an ideal that you have spent the last ten years living by. Yet there are a few insights from
tonight's show that we hope you will keep with you on your journey. Always remember that
you have people in your life who love you and want to support you. They may not always
have all the answers, but go to them anyway, and let them help where they can. Try to
always put on your best face for one another! Yet also remember to always make it your
truest face... the one you each fell in love with. Sure the bus will break, and a gig or two will
flop... But life is a wonderful adventure, to be lived to it's fullest without hesitation or fear of
what might be, instead trusting in the inherent goodness of the dream, that through the
power of love will become real.”

~ Presentation of the Rings ~
“May | have the rings please?
Officiant is given the rings

Although you each wear only one of them, these rings essentially belong to you both. For
they are a symbol of the love you share and the promise that it will be a strong and lasting
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love. Through out the years they will speak softly of your vow to grow along with one
another, to face the challenges life, to remain one another’s first priority and keep your
relationship rich and full. They will give you strength and comfort in times of uncertainty
and heighten life’s joys as you share them Never again do you walk alone for your love will
be with you always.”

Ring Vows

“Russell, do you take Jim to be your husband,
Do you promise to continue to be loving, affectionate,
faithful, loyal, honest and trustworthy?
For better or worse, for richer or poorer,
in sickness and health,
for as long as you both shall live "

Russell: “I do.”
“Will you now place the ring on Jim’s finger and repeat after me?”
Russell places the ring half way on to Jim’s finger

“I Russell take you Jim to be my husband
I will love you, and honor you,
respect and cherish you
For all the days of my life.”

Russell places the ring the rest of the way on to Jim’s finger

“Jim, do you take Russell to be your husband,
Do you promise to continue to be loving, affectionate,
faithful, loyal, honest and trustworthy?
For better or worse, for richer or poorer,
in sickness and health,
for as long as you both shall live?”

Jim: “I do.”
“Will you now place the ring on your Russell's finger and repeat after me ”
Jim places the ring half way onto Russell’s finger

“l Jim take you Russell to be my husband.
I will love you, and honor you,
respect and cherish you
For all the days of my life.”

Jim places the ring the rest of the way onto Russell’s finger
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making. Barbara is her provider, protector, her rock and the anchor to Marie’s universe.
Barbara is logical, patient, gentle, generous, and non-judgmental.

And Barbara feels she is extremely lucky to have Marie in her life. Marie is her foundation,
keeps Barbara grounded, organized and on track, she is a wonderful homemaker and
brings peace and serenity and offers comfort to the hectic world outside. Marie is beautiful,
loving, caring, generous and kind She is the ultimate family nurturer

From the earliest days of their relationship, Marie and Barbara have shared an undeniable
connection There has never been any hesitation, as the natural progression of their love
kept them strong and steadfast in life’s journey together.

Their strengths and their differences complement each other so well that it has added a
sense of balance to their lives. They know what is important to them and the well being of
their relationship. They are committed not only to one another, but also to the quality of life
that they share.

Dinners together, Sunday afternoon cocktails and playing backgammon, a loving, accepting
and supportive atmosphere in their home, communication that goes beyond words to
understand not only what is said but what is meant, all guided by loyalty, love, truth and
trust. These are all to precious to ever let fall by the wayside.

They both feel they have found their soul mate in one another, someone to rely on for all
the love, joy and sadness the world throws at them. They are the forever love to each other.

Today is a public acknowledgement of all that you are to each other Seemingly your
relationship will be as it has always been, yet there is a power in the spoken word. May that
power bring you all the warmth and closeness, security and comfort, joy and happiness that

this world has to offer.”

~Hand Ceremony ~

“A hand blessing is a ritual that is meant to draw you closer to one another. It has been said
that the hands are a connection to the heart, and a hand blessing symbolically brings two
hearts together.

Shakespeare said, “Now join your hands, and with your hand’s your hearts.” So please now
face each other. First join your right palms, and then your left palms. This forms an infinity
symbol with your hands, which symbolizes a love that will go on forever Please look into
one another’s eyes.

These are the hands of your best friend
They are holding yours on your wedding day as you
promise to love each other today, tomorrow and forever.
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These are the hands that will work alongside yours
as together you continue to build your future.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years,
and with the slightest touch will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear
or grief engulfs your heart.

These are the hands that will give you strength
when you need it.

May these hands always reach out with love,
tenderness and respect.

May these hands continue to build a loving relationship that lasts a lifetime.

May these hands be blessed this day.
May they always hold each other.

May they have the strength to hang on during the
storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment.
May they remain tender and gentle as they nurture
each other in their wondrous love.

May they continue to build a relationship founded in love,
and rich in caring.

May these hands be healer, protector, shelter and
guide for each other - always.

With eyes locked, and hands linked, this ritual is a beautiful symbol of the union of two
hearts, two lives, and two souls.”

~ Presentation of the Rings ~

“The ring finger on the left hand, beside the side of the body that holds the heart, has long
been used for the wedding band, because for centuries people believe that there was a vein
that ran directly from that finger to the heart. And they believe that the words spoken
during the placing of the band was the symbol of perfection and completion and eternity,
that those words would resonate over and over again like the circumference of the band
itself, into the heart and soul, and would be the biggest promise that you could ever make,
a promise to spend a lifetime together.

May | have the rings please?
Officiant is given the rings

These wedding bands are a symbol of eternity, with no beginning and no end, they are a
visible and constant reminder of the vows you make to each other today to be together for
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as long as you both shall live. You give each other these rings to wear with love and joy and
although you will each wear only one ring, these rings will essentially belong to you both.
They are meant to serve as a physical reminder of the feelings that you have in your hearts
at this very moment, and the promise that yours will be a long and lasting love. As these
rings have no end, neither shall your love for one another.”

~ Ring Vows ~

“No other human ties are more tender and no other vows more important than those you
are about to pledge.

Barbara, do you take Marie to be your lawfully wedded wife,
do you vow to love her and care for her,
for as long as you both shall live.
Do you accept her with all of her faults
and all of her strengths and offer yourself to her,
with all of your own faults and strengths.
Do you promise to love her faithfully through tears and laughter,
sickness and health, work and play, now and forever.
Do you promise to be a respectful and
loving companion and always put the vows

that you made this day above all else?”

Barbara: “l do.”

“Will you now place the ring on your beloved’s finger
and repeat after me?”

Barbara places the ring half way on to Marie’s finger

“With this ring, | thee wed.

And giving it,

| give you all my life,
All that | am,

All that I have,

And all that | will become;
From this day and forevermore,
| choose you to be my lifetime companion.”

Barbara places the ring fully on to Marie’s finger

“Marie, do you take Barbara to be your lawfully wedded spouse,
do you vow to love her and care for her,
for as long as you both shall live.
Do you accept her with all of her faults
and all of her strengths and offer yourself to her,
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with all of your own faults and strengths.
Do you promise to love her faithfully through tears and laughter,
sickness and health, work and play, now and forever.
Do you promise to be a respectful and
loving companion and always put the vows
that you made this day above all else?”

Marie: “l do.”

“Will you now place the ring on your beloved’s finger
and repeat after me?”

Marie places the ring half way on to Barbara’s finger

“With this ring, | thee wed.

And giving it,

| give you all my life,
All that | am,

All that I have,

And all that | will become;
From this day and forevermore,
| choose you to be my lifetime companion.”

Marie places the ring fully on to Barbara’s finger

“As you look to your hand and your wedding band throughout the years, it will speak softly
of the great gift you have been given in one another and may it be a reminder of this
moment, that you have someone to face the challenges of life with, who loves you more
than anything else in the whole world, never again do you walk alone, for your love shall be
with you always. For you, Marie and Barbara, your rings specifically represent the resiliency
of your relationship with the brilliant stones, and the three round stones signify the three
decades of faithfulness, friendship and love that have flourished throughout your shared
journey of life.”

~ Pronouncement of Marriage ~

“Having witnessed your marriage vows, with all who are assembled here today and by the
authority vested in me by the State of New York, it is with great joy, that | now pronounce
you united legally married, spouses for life.

You may now Kiss your spouse.”
Couple kiss

~ Signing of The Marriage License ~
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Jennifer: 1 have.”

“Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her all the days of your life?”
Jennifer: “I will.”

“Elaina, Have you come here today of your own free will to take Jennifer to be your wife,
that you may live together as equal partners sharing all that life has to offer?”

Elaina: 1 have.”
“Will you love her comfort her, honor and keep her all the days of your life?”
Elaina: 1 will.”

“Living by these promises that you make today, may your lives together be blessed with love
and laughter, wisdom and wonder”

~ Welcoming of the Guests ~

“Itis not often enough in today’s world that we have the opportunity to gather all those who
mean the most to us together in one place. Therefore, Jennifer and Elaina would like to
thank you all for taking the time and making the journey and for all the preparations that
were made on their behalf to ensure that they were surrounded by the love of family and
friends as they made their marriage vows. To have all of you here with them... All of you
who have a lifetime of even emotional investment in Jennifer and Elaina and their
happiness... All of you whom they love most in this world... There are no words of
appreciation and gratitude great enough to let you know how much your love and support
means to Jennifer and Elaina. Many of you were there with them when they met as
teenagers and have come a long way in the evolution of your own feelings as their love has
grown. The fact that they know you have all come to the place where you are almost as
happy to be here as they are themselves this means the world to Jennifer and Elaina. They
thank you for your presence here today, and for being there for them through all the days
that it has taken to make this one a reality.”

~ Jennifer and Elaina ~

“As many of you know Jennifer and Elaina have known one another for almost all of their
lives. In their time together and in the years before their families have also gotten to know
one another. As Jennifer described it “we are a big part of one another’s history, and the
one person we had each held onto in our hearts for our entire lives”. The road hasn't always
been easy for them, but life is not a destination. It is a journey that has now come full circle,
returning Jennifer and Elaina to where they began when they shared their first kiss at the
tender ages of 15 and 17. For them it was that same crazy, excited, wonderful, scary, yet
comfortable in so many ways... feeling that was familiar and somehow new. It was never
Jennifer and Elaina love for one another that was in question... But how their love would
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affect the people that they cared for the most, their families, and so they went their own
ways for a time. In imagining what their lives would have been like had they been together
ever since the beginning, there is a sense of appreciation for the opportunity that they were
each given to learn and grow on their own and to in essence become the people that they
needed to be to have the kind of relationship that they now share. It has been said that a
good relationship makes two people the best possible version of themselves that they can
be. And this is the place that their past and their present have brought Jennifer and Elaina
to in their lives.

5/22/2020

When asked what they love most about one another and their relationship Elaina began by
saying that Jennifer is very smart, with the strength of character to live her life genuinely.
Elaina admires the way that Jennifer always thinks before she speaks and the selfless
quality that shows how much she cares about the people in her life. When Jennifer loves,
she loves with all of her heart and Elaina is honored to be one of those few lucky people
who know what a great feeling it is to be loved by her. Jennifer is passionate and exuberant,
she loves markers and glitter, and lives a life that in word and deed is as bright and
wonderful as the cards she makes. To be the one whose voice Jennifer has chosen as the
voice she will hear every day from now until forever is to Elaina truly a gift and a blessing.

Jennifer began her turn in admiration of Elaina’s drive, ambition, and her strength. Once she
has set her mind to a goal there is nothing beyond her reach. Elaina is the one who supplies
their relationship with a firm foundation. She is the architect of their future and it's
protector. Jennifer appreciates how hard Elaina is willing to work to make all of their dreams
a reality. Jennifer has always found Elaina “fascinating”. She loves how smart and funny she
is and the way she can laugh at her own jokes before anyone else. Elaina is straightforward,
with her you always know where you stand, and as tough as she can be, Jennifer loves the

softer, more vulnerable side, that she alone is privileged to share.

There is a spiritual intimacy that the bond of marriage provides that binds a couple closer
than any spoken or written words can. Marriage is being one another’s first thought in the
morning and in the evenings. Marriage is having the personal integrity to live by the values
that they make this day. Marriage is the promise that will create a stable and loving home
for their children. And marriage is also a promise to Jennifer and Elaina’s parents, a promise
that the person they love will always be well cared for.”

~ Invocation ~

“Loving God,

We gather today as friends and family of these two beautiful people who shall this day be
joined as one. You have given them the gifts of love, family, and dreams of a long and happy
life together. May all that they share now deepen and grow through the years. May they
continue to find comfort in each other’s presence, joy in each other’s laughter, and a light in
each other’s eyes to remind them always of the mystical union of spirit which is the ideal of
marriage.”
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~ Personal Vows ~

“When Jennifer and Elaina’s personal sections were done, they felt that there were a few
things missing from their story. Those thoughts were so beautiful and insightful that they
have decided to share those words at this time.”

Jennifer speaks her heart

“Elaina, loving you has always felt like a fairytale, but it is so amazing to find that our story
has a real happily ever after.

I love hearing the sound of your laugh, feeling the warmth that comes from your smile, and
being able to melt from the passion in your touch.

I love how we can speak to each other with our eyes alone.
Some of our best conversations have been said in silence!

You always know what | am thinking before | even have a chance to say it and you always
know what | need.

Just a simple hug from you can make everything in life feel perfect.
We are the perfect balance for one another, so much a like yet perfectly different.

I believe that we are true soulmates, nobody in this world could ever love me, treat me, or
understand me better than you do.

I love that | am your #1, even before yourself, even before your gum and chapstick.

Elaina, | love how you love me and | love how much | love you. There is no greater
happiness for me then to be able to call you MY wife.”

“Elaina will you now tell Jennifer what is in your heart?”
Elaina speaks her heart
“Jennifer, | love that you are your own person.

How you hold such strong values, how you look into my eyes like you are looking straight to
my soul.

I love how much you love me. You keep me balanced and | admire how everything you say,
you mean from the bottom of your heart.

I love your smile, the way you love life and even your competitive side.

I love how much you love your family and | love listening to how you have grown into the
beautiful woman you are now.

I love how you know me so well and always listen to my every detail.
https://www.churchofancientways.org/sample-wedding-ceremonies/same-sex-ceremonies/
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I love how we reminisce, we laugh together then cry together then laugh that we are both
crying.

I love looking back at all of our memories and knowing how much we have grown together.
| am so excited to have you beside me for the rest of our journey through this life.”

~ Presentation of the Rings ~
“May | have the rings please?
Officiant is given the rings

These beautiful bands are unbroken circles, symbols of eternity, with neither end, nor
beginning. They are to remind you not only of the endless love you possess for one another
this day, but of the precious gift of trust, honesty and commitment that you place in one
another for all of your tomorrows. Jennifer and Elaina, from this day forward you will wear
these rings as a sign that no matter where you go and what ever you do, there is someone
in this world who loves you more than anything else, who whether near or far is always by
your side. May these rings forever shine as a symbol of enduring strength and beauty in a
sometimes fragile world.”

~ Ring Vows ~

“Elaina do you give yourself to Jennifer in marriage
To love her as your wife and best friend from this day forward.
Do you promise to encourage and inspire her,
and to comfort her in times of sorrow and struggle.
Do you promise to love her in good times and in bad,
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,
when your love is simple, and when it is an effort.
Do you promise to cherish her, and to always hold her
in highest regard, today and for all the days of your life?”

Elaina: "1 do.”
“Will you now place the ring on your beloved’s finger and repeat after me?”
Elaina places the ring half way on to Jennifer’s finger

“You are my life, my love, and my best friend.
All that I am, All that I do,
All that | dream shall be ours together.
Let this ring be a reminder to you of how much | love you,
Not only on this precious day,
But every single day of my life.
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Jennifer, | love you, | respect you,
and | am truly honored to make you my wife.”

Elaina places the ring the rest of the way on to Jennifer’s finger

“Jennifer, do you give yourself to Elaina in marriage
To love her as your wife and best friend from this day forward.
Do you promise to encourage and inspire her,
and to comfort her in times of sorrow and struggle.
Do you promise to love her in good times and in bad,
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,
when your love is simple, and when it is an effort.
Do you promise to cherish her, and to always hold her
in highest regard, today and for all the days of your life?”

Jennifer: “1 do.”
“Will you now place the ring on your beloved’s finger and repeat after me?”
Jennifer places the ring half way onto Elaina’s finger

“You are my life, my love, and my best friend.
All that I am, All that | do,
All that | dream shall be ours together.
Let this ring be a reminder to you of how much | love you,

Not only on this precious day,
But every single day of my life.
Elaina, | love you, | respect you,

and | am truly honored to make you my wife.”

Jennifer places the ring the rest of the way onto Elaina’s finger
~ Pronouncement of Marriage ~

“Jennifer and Elaina, we hope that you will share the joy, peace, and rewards of a good
marriage. Love each other with constancy, live joyously and laugh freely. Share with each
other the great and small moments in life, for each moment is unique and irreplaceable.
Remember always to be each other’s best friend and to keep your hands and your hearts

forever reaching for one another.

Itis my honor and privilege to pronounce you Legally Married! You may both kiss your
beautiful Bride!

couple kiss and exit to greet their guests!
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our own and hold above all others for a lifetime. As untraditional as Colleen and Katelyn
may seem at a glance, our brides share some very traditional values. They believe that the
promise of marriage is a sacred vow, a promise of the heart that is made for a lifetime.

5/22/2020

There is a spiritual intimacy that the bond of marriage provides that binds a couple closer
than any spoken or written words can. Marriage is being one another’s first thought in the
morning and in the evenings Marriage is having the personal integrity to live by the valves
that they make this day. Marriage is the promise that will create a stable and loving home
for their children. And marriage is also a promise to Colleen and Katelyn’s parents, a
promise that the person they love will always be well cared for.”

~ Welcoming of the Guests ~

“Colleen and Katelyn would like to thank you all for taking the time and making the journey
and for all the preparations that were made on their behalf to ensure that they were
surrounded by the love of family and friends as they made their marriage vows. With such
an intimate gathering, there can be no doubt that all of you are the most important people
in Katelyn and Colleen’s life. They described you as being a wonderful blending of
traditional and outrageous, fun loving, supportive, and excepting. You are those who are
ever present in all of their favorite memories and those with whom they wanted to share
this most special of all days

Colleen and Katelyn, as you look out now, upon your guests, know that each one of them is
here today, for no other reason than to show you how much they love you, and to show
their support. Know that you are a vital part of this community and that your happiness is
essential to that of your parents and all who love you. These are the people with whom you
share the story of your lives. It is a story that will continue to be written moment by
moment through every day of the future that you will all share together as one family ”

~ Katelyn and Colleen ~

“As many of you know Katelyn and Colleen have been together for five years. They had
gone to the same high school and share a sense of history that began long before their
thoughts would ever turn to romance For them it was the bonds of friendship the grew
first. They were there for one another to lean on and to confide in in difficult times. They
were also the first person that they wanted to bring all their good news to. It has been said
that “it is only Love, when someone else and their happiness is more important than your
own” This is the way in which Katelyn and Colleen had come together spiritually and
emotionally, long before they became a couple. Being together seems like the most natural
thing in the world for them. Yet the adjustments that needed to be made to step into the
future together... they were difficult. But the rewards are more than worth the effort. They
are one another’s calm amid the craziness of our modern world, one another’s source of
inspiration, best friend and greatest love.
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To further express what love, their relationship and the journey of marriage mean from
their perspective, Colleen and Katelyn have chosen to share with you these words, from the
Honorable Robert Nesta Marley, or as he is better know Bob Marley.

‘Only once in your life, | truly believe, you find someone who can completely turn your world
around.

You tell them things that you've never shared with another soul and they absorb everything
you say and actually want to hear more.

You share hopes for the future, dreams that may never come true, goals that may never be
reached. You share the many disappointments that life throws at you.

When something wonderful happens, you can’t wait to tell them about it, knowing they will
share in your excitement.

They are not embarrassed to cry with you when you are hurting or laugh with you when you
are being silly.

Never do they hurt your feelings or make you feel like you are not good enough, but rather
they build you up and show you the things about yourself that make you special and even
beautiful.

There is never any pressure, jealousy or competition but only a quiet calmness when they
are around. You can be yourself and not worry about what they will think of you because
they love you for who you are.

The things that seem insignificant to most people such as a note, song or walk become
invaluable treasures kept safe in your heart to cherish forever.

Memories of your childhood come back and are so clear and vivid it's like being young
again. Colors seem brighter and more brilliant.

Laughter seems part of daily life now where before it was infrequent or didn't exist at all. A
phone call or two during the day always brings a smile to your face.

There’s no need for continuous conversation you find you're quite content in just having
them nearby.

Things that never interested you before become fascinating because you know they are
important to this person who is so special to you.

You think of this person on every occasion and in everything you do. Simple things bring
them to mind like a pale blue sky, gentle wind or even a storm cloud on the horizon.

You open your heart knowing that there’s a chance it may be broken one day but in opening
your heart, you experience a love and joy that you never dreamed possible.
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You find that being vulnerable is the only way to allow your heart to feel true pleasure that's
so real it scares you.

You find strength in knowing you have a true friend and possibly a soul mate who will
remain loyal to the end. Life seems completely different, exciting and worthwhile.

Your only hope and security is in knowing that they are a part of your life.’

Finding this person is difficult, but once you have there is no other way to proceed into all of
your tomorrows except together. Colleen and Katelyn, this is the wonderful place that you
have come to. May the promises you make this day lead you through a lifetime of
happiness.”

~ Invocation ~

“Colleen and Katelyn
come before us today with precious gifts,
Their Love, their Faith in each other,
The support of this beautiful community,
And their trust in many bright tomorrows.
Let us each pray in our own way
that they may find life’s deepest meaning.
And richest happiness.

That blessings shall forever continue to shine upon them,
Granting them prosperity and abundance,
Health and happiness, joy and peace
In both the physical and spiritual world
For all the days of their journey.”

~ Presentation of the Rings ~
“May | have the rings please?
officiant is given the rings

“These beautiful rings are meant to serve as a physical reminder of the feeling you have in
your hearts at this very moment. There are times in life that we tend to focus the things we
have not yet accomplished, there will also be times of sorrow and loss. Yet as you look to
your hand and your wedding band, it will softly speak of the great gift that you have been
given and all that you have in one another. It shall also be a reminder in the times of great
joy, that you have someone to share it with. Never again do you walk alone for your love
shall be with you always.”

~ Ring Vows ~

: _ _ _ App. 347
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“Colleen do you give yourself to Katelyn in marriage
To love her as your wife and best friend
from this day forward.

Do you promise to encourage and inspire her,
and to comfort her in times of sorrow and struggle.
Do you promise to love her in good times and in bad,
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,
when your love is simple, and when it is an effort.
Do you promise to cherish her,
and to always hold her in highest regard
Today and for all the days of your life?”

Colleen: “1 do.”
“Will you now place the ring on your beloved's finger and repeat after me?”
Colleen places the ring half way on to Katelyn’s finger

“Katelyn, you are my life, my love, my best friend,
And with this ring, | thee wed.
May it be a reminder of how much | love you,
Not only on this precious day,
But every single day of my life.”

Colleen places the ring the rest of the way on to Katelyn’s finger

“Katelyn, do you give yourself to Colleen in marriage
To love her as your wife and best friend
from this day forward.

Do you promise to encourage and inspire her,
and to comfort her in times of sorrow and struggle.
Do you promise to love her in good times and in bad,
when life seems easy and when it seems hard,
when your love is simple, and when it is an effort.
Do you promise to cherish her,
and to always hold her in highest regard
Today and for all the days of your life?”

Katelyn: “I do.”
“Will you now place the ring on your beloved's finger and repeat after me?”
Katelyn places the ring half way onto Colleen’s finger

“Colleen, you are my life, my love, my best friend,
And with this ring, | thee wed.
App. 348
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another, they are each addressing the most important person in the world to them. The
common courtesy of saying “please” and “thank you” is not an effort but a natural response
for them. Marriage is a promise that says “You will always come first in my life.” This is an
ideal that Marie and Leslie already live by, and marriage is simply a way of giving them full
and legal recognition for the example they set as two human beings, joined in loving
partnership.”

5/22/2020

~ Welcoming of the Guests ~

“Marie and Leslie want to thank Jude for opening her home to them and all of you for
coming. Tonight's gathering was planned to be a particularly intimate one, because you are
those whom Marie and Leslie love most in the world and those whom they proudly call
family. The joy and sense of fulfillment that the title of “grandmother” has brought to their
lives is immeasurable. Family are the people with whom we share the story of our lives as it
is lived in real time. While they joked about getting married because they were bowing to
peer pressure to make honest women out of one another, there is something very special
about having you all here with them to witness a moment they never thought would
happen in their lifetime. They are so grateful for all of your love and support, for the place
you have given them in your hearts and the place you hold in theirs. And of course, as
everyone will agree.... Their wedding just wouldn’t be the same without their fur child
Wendy!”

~ Marie and Leslie ~

“The years that Marie and Leslie have spent in a loving, committed relationship is quite an
accomplishment in today’s world. They first met in 1974. It was the heyday of the Women's
Movement, and Marie and Leslie each found herself drawn to the Gay Women'’s Alternative,
which met in the basement of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on Central Park West in
Manhattan. G.W.A.- or, as Marie called it, “Gwaaa” - was a place where women could meet,
listen to a broad range of speakers from the arts and public affairs, including, among
others, Bella Abzug and Gloria Steinem, and then talk, nosh, and connect with one another
on more than the superficial level that the clubs offered. Both they and the world have
changed since then. It has been quite a journey, but what hasn’t changed is the way they
love and care for one another. Although, like all couples they do disagree on occasion, their
love and respect for one another are ever present. Through wonderful and difficult times
their support for one another has never wavered. Marie and Leslie have two different
approaches to life. They describe it as being similar to the way they speak. Marie speaks like
graffiti, bold and colorful, right out there, and Leslie speaks clearly and concisely in fully
formed paragraphs. Together, they are simply better than either could be alone.

Marie wrote a little about what this day means to them and Leslie said “ditto” so | would like
to share those words with you now.
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For us, this ceremony is a way of acknowledging and celebrating our partnership of 37 plus
years. Tonight, it will be, to be precise, 37 years, 6 months, and 7 days.

It hasn't always been easy for either of us. We come from different worlds. Leslie grew up in
the heart of America, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Her family tended, most of the time, to be quiet,
polite, and they didn't interrupt each other. | grew up in Queens, New York, as a member of
a large, loud and extended Italian family, in which it was normal for everyone to talk at the
same time - in two languages - and to interrupt each other as a matter of course. Often
times in an excitable and operatic manner.

Our unlikely partnership has enriched us both in many ways - literally and figuratively. But
what we most value in our years of living together is that they have enabled us, in our
mixed attempts, to become better human beings. And, we can't think of anything that

matters more to us - God or no God - than that. It's fair to say that we've helped each other

grow.

And finally, for whatever time we have left, each of us wants to spend it with the other.
Which is another way of saying: “I do.”

~\Vows ~
“Will Marie and Leslie and their Best Men, James and Patrick, please stand.

This is usually where | would ask for the rings. But Marie and Leslie have chosen not to take
them off in order to exchange them once again. Their rings were purchased at ‘Wedding
Rings of Greenwich Village’ in the late 1970's and they have been wearing them ever since.
Their initials, which were originally engraved on the inside of the bands, have worn off with
time. Yet there is still wonderful symbolism there, because for centuries people believed
that words which were worn against the skin, would sink into the very fabric of the wearer’s
being, and become a part of who and what they are. May your rings remind you of how far
you have come and of how wondrous the journey ahead will be as you share it.

“Leslie, do you take Marie
to be your lawfully wedded partner,
To have and to hold from this day forward,

For better or for worse,
For richer or for poorer,

In sickness and in health,
To love and to cherish

Until death do you part?”

Leslie: “l do.”
“Please take Marie’s hand and repeat after me...”

Leslie takes Marie’s hand
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Click on the Church Banner to email me or Call
516-785-4191
Anytime!

f

Copyright 2020, Church of Ancient Ways. Site design: Don Waller Interactives
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In the presence of God, family and friends, | ask you to state your intentions.
Donna and Karen, have you come here freely and without reservation to give
yourselves to each other in marriage?
Will you love and honor each other as partners for the rest of your lives?
Donna and Karen respond: | will.

Vows: (Couples can choose to write a personal statement or vow to each other)
At this time Donna and Karen will state their vows.

|, Karen, take, you Donna to be my wife, my partner, my love and my best friend. |
promise this day to share your life with you, to respect you, honor you, support you
and love you, through life’s challenges and celebrations, | will stand by your side from
this day and for all the days of your life.

I, Donna, take, you Karen to be my wife, my partner, my love and my best friend. |
promise this day to share your life with you, to respect you, honor you, support you
and love you, through life’s challenges and celebrations, | will stand by your side from
this day and for all the days of your life.

Rings:

“The Circle is a perfect figure, without beginning, without end, with no area of
weakness. It is a symbol of the Cycle of Life, of birth, death, and rebirth. These rings
that you now exchange serve as a physical reminder of your commitment to each
other, and that all things begin and end and begin again, as is the nature of life itself.
These rings will remind you that life goes on, that moments pass, yet your love is
constant. When you are engulfed in anger or in sadness, look to your hand, and
remember that the Wheel turns forever onward, and that it is love that turns the
Wheel.”

Here couples can choose from many ceremony options; such as Wine ceremony,
Wine box and love letter ceremony, Hand ceremony or Handfasting, etc.)

Wine box ceremony: Optional
Donna and Karen have chosen to perform a Love Letter & Wine Box ceremony.

This beautiful box contains the couples favorite bottle of wine, two glasses, and a love
letter to each other. The letters describe the good qualities they find in one another,
the reasons they fell in love, and their reasons for choosing to marry. The letters are
sealed in individual envelopes and they have not seen what the other has written.
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They have created your very own “romantic” time capsule to be opened on their 5th
wedding anniversary.

| recommend that you keep the box in a place of honor prominently displayed in your
home as a constant reminder of your commitment to each other.

Donna and Karen should you ever find your marriage enduring insurmountable
challenges, you are to as a couple, open this box, sit and drink the wine together, then
separate and read the letters you wrote to one another when you were united as a
couple in marriage. By reading these love letters you will reflect upon the reasons you
fell in love and chose to marry each other here today.

Our hope is, however, that you will never have a reason to open this box until your
5th wedding anniversary to share, enjoy and relive the most important day of your
lives.Donna and Karen, you may now seal the box.

Wedding Blessing

Join me now in a final blessing for Donna and Karen as they walk hand and hand into
the expandable horizon!
| ask you both to remember to:

Be together in harmony and let the winds of the heavens dance between you.
Empower each other and allow your relationship to evolve to its highest purpose.
Nourish each others possibilities and lift up each others spirits. Care for one another,
share your love openly and let it be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Sing and dance together and be joyful. Share your love with each other and unite
your love with our Creator. May your union last through all of your moments
together, so that in the triumphs and the trials that lie ahead, you will feel just as you
do now - happy to be in love and married to one another. Go then, in peace, and live
more and more in the present, which is beautiful and stretches away beyond the
limits of the past and towards the horizons of the future.

Pronouncement:

Because, Karen and Donna, you have showered our hearts with expressions of your
love, and promised each other the joy of all your days, It gives me great honor and
pleasure to now pronounce you unity in love and legally married to one another!

The Kiss:

As the kiss is the messenger of the heart and soul, allow your souls to meet on your

lips with this kiss.
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Ceremony Script

Welcome family and friends! Thank you for
joining Groom and Groom today as they
speak their vows to each other and enter in
the journey of marriage. Their marriage.

I'm here as the wedding officiant. However,
no priest, rabbi or legal official really has
anything to do with what marries two people
or what makes a marriage successful. A
marriage is two separate people bringing all
that they are and sharing themselves. They
are committing to share themselves and to
accept the other in all things. So what does
that really mean?

When I was first contacted by Groom he said
they were going to NYC to be legally married
and that they were throwing a party for
family and friends back here in Indiana. But,
the more they thought about it, the more
they wanted an actual wedding ceremony to
confirm and share their love and to make a
vow to each other in front of those they
cared for the most.

I've got this great job. Not only because I'm
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ve llldiilieu.

When the three of us sat down to talk about
this wedding I asked them why they were
going to another state to get married if it has
no legal meaning in Indiana. Groom
explained that he has always considered New
York to be a second home, spending
summers for the past 30 years at the family
vacation home in the Adirondack Mountains,
both parents born in NY, and family who still
live in NY. However, what stands out to me
most about our conversation was that this is
not a commitment ceremony. It is a
marriage. They are not seeking to become
partners in life they are becoming one as
husband and husband. I don't know about
you, but I find this profound.

When I asked about parents I was surprised
to hear all the parents would be here tonight.
That is not as common as you may think. Be
it a gay or straight marriage. But Groom and
Groom explained that they were raised in an
open, loving, environments. Both sets of
parents have been together since they first
married. Groom and Groom have seen first
hand what long and lasting love and
commitment truly mean!
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lere:

The Grooms said they would like to include
some readings from civil rights and gay
rights history that are important to them.
One reading comes to mind almost instantly.
That is the decision given by Massachusetts
Supreme Court Chief Justice Margaret H.
Marshall which ushered in a new era in 2004
when that State became the first in this
country to legalize same-sex marriage. It
truly speaks to what is important to these
two men:

“Marriage is a vital social institution. The
exclusive commitment of two individuals to
each other nurtures love and mutual
support; it brings stability to our society. For
those who choose to marry, and for their
children, marriage provides an abundance of
legal, financial, and social benefits. In
return it imposes weighty legal, financial,
and social obligations....Without question,
civil marriage enhances the “welfare of the
community.” It is a “social institution of the
highest importance.” .. Marriage also
bestows enormous private and social
advantages on those who choose to marry.
Civil marriage is at once a deeply personal
commitment to another human being and a
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institution, and the decision whether and
whom to marry is among life’s momentous
acts of self-definition.”

from “Union”
by Robert Fulghum

"You have known each other from the first
glance of acquaintance to this point of
commitment. At some point, you decided to
marry. From that moment of yes to this
moment of yes, indeed, you have been
making promises and agreements in an
informal way. All those conversations that
were held riding in a car or over a meal or
during long walks - all those sentences that
began with "When we're married" and
continued with "I will and you will and we
will" - those late night talks that included
"someday and somehow and maybe' - and all
those promises that are unspoken matters of
the heart. All these common things, and
more, are the real process of a wedding. The
symbolic vows that you are about to make
are a way of saying to one another, "You
know all those things we've promised and
hoped and dreamed- well, I meant it all,
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you lidve l1edlililed 1uclil 11011l vlle duotiier 1l

these last few years. Now

you shall say a few words that take you
across a threshold of life, and things will
never quite be the same between you. For
after these vows, you shall say to the world,
this- is my husband, we are married, for
life."

Groom, do you take Groom to be your
husband to have and to hold from this day
forward, for better or for worse, for richer,
for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love
and to cherish; from this day forward until
death do you part?

Groom, do you take Groom to be your
husband, to have and to hold from this day
forward, for better or for worse, for richer,
for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love
and to cherish; from this day forward until
death do you part?

Personal Vows exchanged here

Groom and Groom, may you live happily
ever after. May all your days be blessed with
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I do not claim to be the original author of any of these scripts. | am sharing it like this to make it easier for

anyone to use when writing a wedding ceremony.

© 2019-2020 Marry Me In Indy! LLC
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