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11e\\o, our names are Jerern)' and \ara. 1ts so nard \mowing wnere to 
start and ho"' to find the right words to et?ress now e.cited _we are . 

and hoW much we a?Preclate you \ool<iO!I. at our profl\e. v,)h1\e we .,.u 
ne,1er 1<.noW the {ull im?act ol what you are going througti, we do 1<noW 

that th\& must be a nard and emot\ona\ time !or yOU· 

V,e wanted to share ,,.;th you the \ile we \t,le and the abundance ol 

\.o\Je we na\/e in our fami\y. 
We w01Jld \ove to espand our 1amilY thrOlll!.h adoption- \hanl<. you, 

lrom the bottom ol our nearlS• \or \ool<inl!, at "'" l"of1\e. 

Jcere\y, 

cµ_o- c:y 
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We first met each other 9 years ago briefly at a birthday 
party. It was not until a year and half later that we would 
meet again when Jeremy started working for the same 

company that Tara did. While at a company function we 

started talking and immediately hit it off We started 

taking our lunches together and became great friends . 
We noUced right away that we share the same sense of 
humor and adore our families. We had been dating for 
just over a year and knew that we were meant to be 

together. We were married on August 27, 2011. We have 

a strong bond and we face every aspect of our lives 

together. 

two souls, one heart 
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Favorite Food: Steak 
Favorite Music: Anything 

Favorite Holiday: Christmas Eve (Family Traditions) 
Favorite Movie: Iron Man 

Favorite Sport to Watch: College Basketball 
Hobbies: Working on old cars with his dad 

Case 19-1715, Document 63-2, 08/15/2019, 2633742, Page4 of 17



Case 5:18-cv-01419-MAD-TWD   Document 15-6   Filed 12/12/18   Page 9 of 16

JA143

Meet Tara ... I grew up in a very large family. I am an only child to mY mother but grew up 
with a half brother and sister. After my parents divorced and my mother 
remarried I gained 3 step sisters and 3 step brothers. My mom's side of the 
family is very large and she was one of nine children. Although getting 
around 100 family members together ;s tricky, we make sure to do it at least 
once a year at my grandma's house. She loves having a blended family and 
finds it a blessing and values the t ime together. I love camping, hiking, 

golfing and doing fun runs with my friends and family. 

She has an Associate's Degree in Office Technology. She works for a 
company as an order analyst and customer care representative. She loves 
the company she works for berause it feels like a small family owned 

business. 

Favorite Food: Prime Rib 
Favorite Music: I listen t o it all 
Favorite Holiday· Chr,·st · mas Eve 
Favorite Movie· Pretty w . · oman 
Favorite Sport to w 
Hobbies: Photograp~tch : C dollege Basketball 

Yan fun runs 
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When the baby comes ... 

Tara wi ll have maternity leave from work and extended time off. She also has the f lexibility to work 

from home part time when the time is right to go back to work. Jeremy will also have a couple of 

weeks of time off as well to be home to help welcome home the baby. Both of our mothers will be 

taking time off to help us adj ust and give a helping hand. 

The nursery is set up and waiting. The nursery will be right across the hall from our master bedroom. 

We will be using the same gender neutral theme as we did for - Since we were not specific on 

the gender because we will love a little boy or gi rl or both I The theme is Baby Bear by Carter's. We 

fe lt lt would be nice to pass down the theme as a family tradition to the next addition to the family. 
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JEREMY'S 
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I fell i" love wit!,. I•'" for • lot of reoSo""· We enjo9 oil of tl,.e s,,IMe activiti<S awi are alw•9' 
fini5"'i"!J each otker'S sente..ces. I love i,.er laugl,. o.nd o.lso the way tMt she is so level t,.eaded i" an9 

situo.tio"· we bot!,. are very co.riV'/;J for our fa1Mil9 Wl,,,J,er< and woulGl ,:lo an!Jtl>i"a for o..,9bod9 o.t 
tl,.e dror of• i,.at. we bot!< love pets aw! will always ho.ve d.09s. W• ,.,joy takin,J lo"9 road. trip< 

o.,.d. can riGle i" a car for t,.our< witl,.out eve" tuVl"i"9 o" tl,e raGlio. we will l••a"' and ""°ke joke< 
like it'< tl,e first d.a9 we .,,et. Ske fits ;.,to w,.y faW\ily like sM ho.< bee" arou>"d. fore,v<r- She is • 

9reat W\other- 51,e is cari"!J ~ coiMpassio""te aw! cl,ildren li9kt up arouwi ker. 

ove with --I fefl iv.. ( 
equ.a.( and Jer-ewi.y for my rock · so mavi. 
others. w . "' life. He h Y reaso"-' h e <V<Joy s as such . Where d 
. as an aw1<v:i" o ""any of the s a huge heart . o I beg1V\? He is 
is very deep 9 seVlse of /,,u/N\o awi.e things ti,, t rt's a gift Jr.e sh. my part111er-av.d r •M • we ares · ' "'Y 
u,,ca,my on how ""ore often than w.akes ""e SW\i{e o.re rarely apart with so """'ny 

continues to w.ak:ftev.. it rea/fy "'• v.ot he can finish w. and laugh every d:or very /ov,.g. He 
great pe /111\e step b ppens. He h y sent"""e . y. Our co c r,ov,. to sh ack and . as /,ad rn s. Our fa . nnection 
ror ni/N\ ewe wi.y t' th,,.k Y heart . m,/y fiM gr-ow, he'..- rre witt,.,1 W wow how d.-' S/111.ce dau s this .;, a · ate'- , tu. 1 v OVle 

natura/1 "'"!! h. get so I and · '"" beco ucky to c· wi.e a fat/!\ nvi.d such 
el" has { a 

0/ll y VV1. d e W\U { v ove 
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Our infertility and return to faith 

Jeremy attended church regularly growing up as well as attending religious education classes. He went through his 

confirmation as well and religion was a regular part of his life. He also did a lot of volunteer work through the church 

seNing meals at the Bingo hall, delivering Thanksgiving/Easter groceries to those less fortunate in the community, 

and helping as needed at other fundraising events for the church. When he went off to college religion played a 

smaller role but the community service stayed with him as he would always help those in need. Tara attended 

church regularly as a child also. The family would go every Sunday and was a large part of her life in her youth. As 

time went on attending church was less regular. Just after we began dating Tara was up front that she was unable . i• 
to have childreh for health reasons but Jeremy knew where there was a will there was a way. Before we began this 

process we started attending church again to guide us through the emotional and stressful adoption journey. We 

pray daily and when we are in need of reassurance we leave that to our faith. We still do not attend church every 

week but go as often as we can. Everything in life happens for a reason which is why we are together and going 

through this exciting time together. 

.. · ... :r: 

I ' ' I ;(, 

___ ... _~ 
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We; tyu.Ly o.pf.W~ !1ow ~ f/tt,t,, ~ +v- Lo-o-k., ~ 01,4'" ~ ~ #,..,t; ~ #,..o..,f

wt,, wi,U, ~ o-hu-kr pv-~ for(µ~ We-- k,v.,ow-~ w (UV~~ ~ 

pt"O'U#' .for !::}01,v t:L5,, wt,U.J hv,.f k.,vww-~ ~ .sA-e.?- will, ~ fU1, Cw voi6t, iA,,.., 01M'" ~ 

f/,w.,r Wf/ ~ fi)Jv D"1'V 01M'" OW'N. We-- l<,v,..cv.r ~ wt, wUl, ~ 4REAT P<M'"~ 

~ of #,..,t; wo.,y fh.c..,f- 0"1M'" ~ ~ ~k,f !Mt +er 1.1.rvt, ~ u,..re., for ~ 
~. We-- \Afiil, ~ fv,.£,; ~ frO'W'v O'tM" ~ lU\.d.. fo.,w.,Uy. AU, of OtA-f' 

fr~~~ t:4"£, ~~ ~~ ~ wW., ~ah«.,frr .. ~~ ~ 

~~~wt,UM.,9v-ow-fo-9~) fr-~fo-9~, ~~~#thjo-y1,,-of 

~~fO'.!Je#,..e,r. We,.Lcv-e,.~ ~~~~~~of-H,,.,e,~ 

fr~~~ T~~'s,-9v-~e,vvfywi.,U.~~for iA,yo.-5,,ev 

~_ftM.; ~ Ow-~ ~ wi,U., b,e,, ~ ol.ov.rvv 0,,111.0{, ~ -Irr 

J,w4{, C't,4" ~ +erg~ 0-,5,, Cir~~ ~ui- wiAw v.11. 

~y=- )fJ~ 
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Pla,nhff. 

vs. 

SHEILA J P OLE in her offinaJ capacity 
a Aeling ommi ioner for the Office of 
Chlldren e.nd Famil · rvic for the State 
of New York 

Defendant. 

I. My nam i J UEttn Bleuer. 

AFFIDAVIT OF JU TIN 
BLEUER I. SUPP RT OF 

HOPEF OLY 
ERVJCE ' MOTION FOR 

PRELIMINARY INJU. CT(O 

2. I am above the age of 18, of und mmd. and J have personal 

kno~ ledge of the fact ,cplamed in tlu documenl. 

3. I gr \\ up Ul we:,.Lem New York n ar Buflalu, the fifth of 14 kids. Mr 

parent adopted el en ofm. brothers nd ·iste1·s. 

l. i ly parent - adopted from all over the world. I bav iblings from the 

United S1ares. Si~rra Leone, Guatemala. Korea nnd Lib na. Our frienru. u d to 

Jok that w w re a - t.:nited. ·ulioru famt1~·-" 

fi. Two of my :1bhn came to U5 rhrough New Hop f'amily . rvice . 

That was ovt•r 20 ·ears ago. but r t 111 remember how dafferenl tho e doption 

e nence were fir our family New Hope mcorp r letl 1 . Chri ·nan fa11h and 

value · at every stng of each adoption. hn taan failh was omethmg that wru 

mtportanl to my family gro ing up and rcma.w.s tmportanl t me now that 1 am an 

adulL and 3 pa~tor at a local ch~rrch.. Bnck then. New Hope' Christian focu made 

m} fnm.il. ea er lo work with th m. 

l 
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6. It was a blessing for me to grow up with adopted brothers and R1sters. 

So I always desired to follow in my parents' footsteps and adopt. 1 had seen 

firsthand the positive impact adoption has on n family and the child that is brought 

into that family. \'linen I met my wife, Annie. J wa8 pleaRed w find out that she had 

the same desire to pur,;ue adoption at some point in our marriage. 

7. Annie aud I got man-ied ID 2005 and by 2011 we had Lwo kids of our 

own. Then in 2013 we lost a baby to miscarriage. That Rparked sometbmg in both 

Anrue and I to start thinking more serious!) uboul adopt.mg. 

8 . When Anrue and I began to i.enously consider adoptin~, WP knPw we 

wanted to work with New Hope. Tlrrough my parents, 1 had experience with 

adoption agcnCJes. But I wanted our Chnsuan fruth to be an integral pa rt of Lh~ 

process and so we went £;traight. to New Hope. 

9. At New Hope we found shared Chrisnan values about the family, 

respect for lifo and care for orphans. Now Hope's approach to adoption was 

anchored in ilio Bible. Prayer was induded rn meetings and at every step of the 

process. I saw the f!taff show true Chr1st1ao love for the people they ;,erved - both 

hirth parents, and adoptive parents. Staff walked with birth families through tough 

Slluations and decisions, while prayerfully preparing adopting families to brmg a 

new child into their home. Everythmg was focused on Biblical tcaclungs about hope, 

healing. the value of new hfe, the dignity of every person, and most impol'1 antly the 

4tift of family. 

2 
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HI. Sta1I members told us nghl awuy Lhat Ne\\ Hope·~ pn.mary goa.l t$ not 

to find children for families. but to ~rve 1be babies and mothers they work with to 

find each child R permanent. loving home that will fi.t their indh'iduul oePd.~ and 

situations. 

11. Ne\, Hope's Cbr1i:.d8n faith was obviou~ to ~ when we adopted our 

baby girl. Kew Hope wa~ worlo.ng Wlth a pRrt1r.ult1r birth mother anu our 

application moved qwcker tbfln mosl becu.use we were willing to adopt a bab)- from 

o d.ifferent. race. Shi! &l•lected U!> Lo adopt her baby gtrJ. We were thrilled. Then dayt< 

h,•fort> the birth. the birth mom decided .;be wanted an open adopt.ion. rallwr lhan 

tbe ~-Qpcn one \\·e bad ai.T11n~d. New HQpe pnt)1crCullr walked both families 

through tb8L llroce'>B and we i.elLled on an open adoption al'l'angement 1h11t ha~ 

\\'Orkcd welJ for buth families. 

12. About the same tune that the bl.l'lb mom 1:hoi;.t> ua to adopt her little 

girl we found out rbac An.a.ie wos pregnant 11p1io. Som .March 2014. we welcomed 

our c.b~n 3,day-old little girl into our homQ. and m July !Wl4 we had a baby b~~·. 

13. Sint..'e then v.~e have had another son. ~rowmg our fa.oul) lo five 

clu.ldren. 

14, A.I; pan of lru.> procei;!! with New Hope Annie and r createcl a family 

album. lt wa., designed w help birth motheri. get to know u;, lid they tried to decide 

whethe1 to place theu baby witb us. ~ew Hope staff ~vc us advice about putting 

tJus book t~~ether anJ. they re\.,eWed anJ pnw1ded ;;uggcstions and edit;., ~rure WC 

8 
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finalized the book. ,\ rrue and correct copy of excerpts from that book ru-e artached 

as Exhibit 1. 

15. ~ew Hupe has continued to proVIde CR re for us, our birth mom, and our 

babv even after the adoption. They facilitated meetings for our family and the bu·th 

fa.m.tly. Initially, those meeting~ were at New Hope. They also fucilttat.e ongoing 

correspondence hehveen our family and our daughter's buth family. Every few 

months we send leu~rs and pictures to ~ew Hope and they provide those to our 

daughtor·s birth mom and dad. They will continue to do this for us until she is 18 

New Hope I!; ;lhlr, rn facilit.ate these meetings and correspondence so well because of 

the close relat1oru;rup we. and our birth mom. have built with the New Hoµe sraff 

through the joys and challenges of the adoption process. 11 wou..ld be hard for us and 

our birth mom to replicate that wirb another agency. 

16. Anrue nnd 1 ru.-e aware of different adoption ngenc.ies, mcludmg ~cular 

ones. We cboi-e to work with New Hope because 1r ts different, the people lhere 

share our Christian views about what it means tO be family. Because of that. Annie 

and Tare open to adopcing agfltn, but we would only want Lu work with New Hope. 

17. Similarly. we would not be comfortable adopting th.rough New Hopi.' if 

New Hope changed its Chnsllan beliefs. If Kew Hope changes ii:$ religious bellefo 

about family. it, could no longer provide the coru;istent Cb.nstian-based ador>tion 

eicperience that we and the buth mother we work~d with eajo}·ed. 

Ill 

Ill 

4 
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Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

I declare under penaltv of perjury pursuant to 21:1 U.S.C. § 1746 that the 

foregoing fo lnn: 1md cono~ It> 1b~ best of al} knowlt>dta 

Execut.ed th.ii; ; da~ oOlovember. 2018. at ...... e: Kew York. 

s·1 A TE OF '-.'E\l,' YORI.-. ) 
) ss .. 

t'OLNlY or l)u:,1~,,~ } 

Ot the .&_.) Ja)' or~ . , ~. before me. the under..tgned. a 
Notary Puhh~ 1n and for said suuc. pcrMmalJy appeared '5,t.. ~ . 
personaUy known 10 me or pro,-eo tu me on the \'lasts of acwry evidence.: 10 be U1e ptlrSOn 
whose name,._ suh~'ribt:d 10 the within 1nstrumcm and ackmwlcdged LO me lha1 he exa:uted the 
~~ in hu, capdcrty. u,,t thill by his ._,gnttture otl the uu;.r.rumimt. thP pe~n or thr cnUt> upon 
behalf of which the pc~1n acted, executed the UlStrumcnl. 
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