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David and Amanda Orr · April 28, 2017

Cosplay, Superhero Comic Book
Wedding

Newly engaged couples often

feel overwhelmed by the

traditions and expectations that

go into planning their wedding

day. But the truth is that you can

break away from tradition, while

still creating a special event that

your guests will love attending.

JeriLyn and Randy are the perfect

example of a couple that made

their wedding day truly their own,
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in a way that both celebrated

their unique hobbies and loves

(comic books, cosplay, gaming,

superheroes), while still honoring

and actively involving their family

and guests. JeriLyn and Randy

were awesome enough to share

the details of their wedding day,

and even some DIY and cost-

saving wedding planning tips.

How did you come to select the

theme for your wedding day?

Why was this important to you?

Randy: "Instead of a traditional

wedding where you buy/rent

clothes and supplies that we

knew we were only going to use

once before throwing in a

mothball-ridden closet for years

to come, we decided we wanted

to do something we could reuse.

Because we are both so heavily

inspired by comics, movies and

games, and attend MANY pop-
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culture conventions in a business

and pleasurable capacity (as well

as a lot of our friends and family)

we felt doing a sort of 'cosplay'

themed wedding was ideal.

People could dress up as their

favorite characters/people and

the costumes could be reused.

We now use our outfits as our

'cosplay' clothes at conventions

we attend."

(JeriLyn and Randy make

amazing collectible art glass

pieces. You can catch them at the

upcoming Phoenix Comicon on

May 25 - 28th, 2017 at the

Phoenix Convention Center. Visit

FireChilde Glass Studio for more

info.)

 

How did you encourage guests

to participate?
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Randy: "It didn't take too much

encouragement as a lot of our

friends and family are as quirky

as us and really enjoyed the

experience. An added bonus was

that Halloween was a week and a

half prior to our special occasion,

which made the costume-building

process as difficult or as easy as

people really wanted to make it.

Also, the promise of free booze

helped a lot."

Describe any personal or

handmade touches that you

incorporated in your wedding.

Randy: "We had made flower

bouquets (including the bride's)

out of paper flowers we

painstakingly made out of comic

books that were repurposed from

our comic shop, as they were just

titles the shop had amassed but

couldn't really sell. (Fun fact: the

more violent the comic book, the
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prettier the flower... because

blood.) We also used some of our

favorite comic book titles as table

decorations for people to read

and look at while dining, and to

take as party favors."

"We also wanted to avoid having

a traditional wedding cake as

they're not something people

typically go gaga over anyway. It

was actually suggested to us to

do a big stack of donuts, which

were a big hit with our guests

(out of 8-9 dozen, we walked

away with a small box of 6 donuts

at the end of the evening). It

definitely was a fun addition that

we feel was better than a

traditional cake."

Tell us about the design of the

wedding dress. Did JeriLyn make

it herself? What inspired her?

What were the advantages of

doing a custom-designed dress

versus purchasing from a chain

store?

Randy: "The wedding dress was

basically made from pieces and

parts we'd found from different

vendors at the conventions we

attend. The inception was from

JeriLyn's love for Superman... so

she dubbed herself the 'Bride-of-
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Steel,' and we worked around

that. The outfit consisted of a

black leather corset, a black skirt

with white petticoats, a Victorian-

era high collar, white button-

down shirt with frills, a leather

Victorian-era riding hat (that we

emblazoned with a silver and

black Superman logo), black and

white 'spat'-esque boots (later

exchanged for black Chuck

Taylors for dancing later), and a

silver Superman pendant on a

silver chain."

"The main advantage of doing a

custom designed outfit was really

the fact that we were able to help

out a lot of the other vendors we

attend conventions with, and not

throwing money at a big chain

store that wouldn't consider my

ideas but would rather show me

the dresses worn by a hundred

other brides that day alone. It
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was a treat to spread our joy

around to independent artists

who we've known for years. We

also have the opportunity to mix-

and-match aspects of this outfit

into other designs in the future

for other fun events."

Tell us about the design of the

groom’s suit. Did Randy make it

himself? What inspired him?

JeriLyn: "Randy's "Bat-Groom"

outfit was inspired by his favorite

character Batman (obviously). The

relationship between Batman and

Superman over the years has

been (what we describe as) a

'Bro-mance.' They always have

one another's back and rely on

each other in times of need. His

costume was a little less

elaborate as it consisted of a

regular black button-down shirt, a

black vest with silver striping,

black jeans with a Batman belt
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buckle, black Chuck Taylor shoes

and a giant top hat with the

Batman logo on the front. It was

simple, but matched the overall

fun-aesthetic we were going for."

Were there any special

traditions that were a part of

your wedding day?

Randy: "The only semi-

"traditional" aspect was we had

decided that we wouldn't see

each other as soon as we hit the

venue until the moment of the

ceremony. Other than that, we

were making it as easy-going and

stressfree as possible. Throwing

tradition out the window allowed

us to really cut loose and not

adhere to a bunch of rigid

guidelines that'd sap the fun out

of the whole process. The only

real stress was being the center

of attention and making damned

fools of ourselves in front of our

most cherished people ... and

even that was great."

What were some of your favorite

moments from your wedding

day?

JeriLyn: "As generic of a

statement as this is... the vows.

We had them written for us by
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one of our best friends who

knows us to a "T". Being able to

speak words that were funny and

eloquent to my husband-to-be

was a great feeling because

normally I just stare at him slack-

jawed and drooling on myself

wondering how I got so lucky. But

honestly, the whole thing feels

like a quick blur and I loved every

moment."

Randy: "As JeriLyn said, the vows

were my favorite part. Talking

about superheroes and cats and

bad comic movies right before

getting hitched was a good laugh

for us as well as our guests. My

other favorite is that David Orr

piled us in his vehicle right after

the ceremony, and we went down

to our comic book shop (about a

block away), and we had a good

time goofing off and having

pictures taken."
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How did you come to select the

location for your wedding? What

was special about this place to

you?

Randy: "We wanted to be in an

area we frequent fairly often.

Regency Garden is about two

blocks away from the Mesa Arts

Center where JeriLyn works and

also really close to our comic

book shop we frequent as well.

We found Regency kind of by

chance. The well-deserved

awesome reviews, located in an

area we know and frequent, with

extremely nice employees and

they already had David Orr

working as their photographer

(which we didn't know until our

initial visit when we all bumped

into each other at the venue the

first day), and the fact it was

fantastic looking with reasonable

pricing and all inclusive... it felt

like it was meant to be."
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What advice do you have for

couples who are planning their

wedding? (Best ways to

incorporate a theme, tips to

keep costs down, pitfalls to

avoid, etc.)

Randy: "Simply put, walk in with a

bit of skepticism. Wedding

magazines, bridal expos,

traditions being jammed down

your throat, et cetera ... these

resources are meant to sell you

something that was already used

a hundred times over. There's no

need to spend tons of money on

customized party favors that

guests are going to toss in the

trash the next month or that big

elaborate stark white dress that

will never be seen after that

special day. So what if it's

'tradition' to do this, that or the

other thing ... whose tradition?

This is your day. You or someone

you are close to are the one

footing the bill. Why would you

want it to be the next generic one

sold out of an overpriced

catalog? You be you--don't let

tradition get in the way."

JeriLyn: "You know those folks

who are hired with the venue

typically? The 'wedding
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coordinators' ... listen to

them. There's no need to

micromanage since these folks

do hundreds of events a year.

They'll certainly know what is

unique, what is overdone and

what is possible ... and they'll be

the first ones to tell you. Also,

keep things simple. The more

elaborate it is, the more

expensive, labor intensive and

stressful things become. As much

as I want a hundred pure white

doves to be released over my

head from a hot air balloon with

me and my husband's name on it

... it just seems like a lot of

unnecessary work for something

that people will say 'huh... that

was cool. Okay, where's the bar?'

"

 

Come see David Orr speak on

the Phoenix Comicon wedding

panel "Geek Weddings on a

Budget": Friday, May 26, 2017 at

12noon at the Phoenix

Convention Center.
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Game of Thrones Bridal Photos

As a professional wedding photographer, I sometimes get requests for wedding shoots outside of my regular packages. Do I mind? Nope! I love

providing bespoke portraits sessions for my couples when they request them. It’s often an opportunity to really get creative and make beautiful

photos that my clients can use as wall art. Maureen and I met at The Quarry Knoxville for a gorgeous Game of Thrones bridal photos. Maureen is

one of the sweetest people in the world. She and her (now) husband are kind, personal, and purposeful. The couple had a Game of Thrones themed

wedding and of course, the bridal gown and details totally fit!
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Maureen shared that Thom is her absolute best friend, and she thinks life would be so incredibly boring without him! They’ve been together for

four years, and got engaged last November. He proposed with a custom made ring all, lovingly hand crafted, and it is so her! It is actually a funny

story because last Thanksgiving, Maureen’s cousin shared that he was going to propose to his girlfriend in two weeks. He was showing them

pictures of the ring at their Tennessee family get together. Maureen gave Thom such a hard time, teasing over how her cousin was going to propose

soon! Little did she know, not two days before, Thom had gotten a call to tell him her ring was ready!

When they got back home from their Thanksgiving trip, on Monday he picked up the engagement ring on his lunch break. He got home that evening,

and couldn’t even make it into the living room. He told Maureen to close her eyes, and that he gotten something special for me while he was at work.

Unassumingly thinking he had brought home a cookie or something, standing there in her PJs… Maureen obliged and closed her eyes. And when she

opened her eyes, Thom was on one knee with the ring in his hand. Perfection.

T h e  Q u a r r y  Ve n u e  K n o x v i l l e
I loved their proposal story so much. Maureen also shared that while she and Thom have very different professional lives, when they are at home,

they love all the same things. Nerdy, fun things that keep them both young at heart. So, it goes without saying that their wedding would echo some

of the things they loved! This bridal portrait shoot channeled some of the fantasy of their Game of Thrones wedding. With her handmade ring and

handmade crown, she truly looked like she stepped from the pages of a fairy tale. Her flowing blonde hair, stunning bridal gown from Hayden Olivia

Bridal and her green velvet cloak all added to her stunning, regal look. As she walked through the wooded areas of The Quarry Venue, she truly

looked like she was from another time. Of course, her iron longsword made her look like she could sit on the Iron Throne!

The Quarry Venue was the perfect backdrop for these Game of Thrones bridal photos. This stunning, historic marble quarry was such a unique

backdrop for her portrait session. Nestled in the heart of West Knoxville, this amazing wedding venue is actually in a real quarry that was once

known for its pink marble. What really elevates this outdoor event space is their one-of-a-kind location called “The Canyon.” We took full advantage

of this breathtaking natural feature. With 100’ soaring rock walls and trees dripping with ivy, it was truly unique.

P r o f e s s i o n a l  B r i d a l  P o r t r a i t s
Thank you so much to Maureen for asking me to be her photographer for these Game of Thrones Bridal photos! I had such an amazing time with

you, and it was so fun! I wish more brides would get back into their dresses to have professional bridal portrait shoots like this one!

If you are interested in a bridal portrait session, please don’t hesitate to contact me! I love to do them and would love to find creative ways for you

to wear that beautiful dress again. Or, if you’d like to have a session before your wedding, professional photos are a great way to test drive your hair

and makeup before the big day. Make sure to fill out my contact form and I will be in touch!
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WHEREAS, In May 1993, the Hawaiian Supreme Court ruled that the state’s exclusion of same-sex couples
from marital status may be contrary to the Hawaiian state constitution because it amounts to invidious
discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, The Hawaiian Supreme Court has instructed the state of Hawaii to prove compelling state
interests for limiting marriage to heterosexual couples; and

WHEREAS, The instructions of the Hawaiian Supreme Court shift the burden of proof from persons seeking
to change existing law and places it instead on officers of the government who support norms of conduct
long established in the Western legal tradition; and

WHEREAS, The compelling state interests standard is extraordinarily difficult to prove before a court already
disposed to regard the exclusion of same-sex relationships from the definition of marriage as a matter of
invidious discrimination, and therefore the state of Hawaii is soon likely to grant full legal status to the
marriage of homosexual couples; and

WHEREAS, Under the full faith and credit clause of the Constitution of the United States, any marriage
performed in the state of Hawaii will, apart from the enactment of state-by-state exceptions or the enactment
of a new and comprehensive federal law, have to be legally recognized in every other state; and

WHEREAS, Homosexual couples from every other state are preparing to obtain marriage licenses in Hawaii
and then to challenge the courts, legislatures and institutions in their home states to treat their same-sex
relationship as having identical status to the recognition of marriage between a man and a woman; and

WHEREAS, Challenging the exclusion of homosexual couples from the definition of marriage as sanctioned
and protected by civil law is a strategy to appropriate the moral capital of marriage in order to enforce
acceptance of homosexual conduct and homosexual desires in the public arenas of American life; and
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WHEREAS, There is much scientific evidence showing that homosexual attractions are pathological,
abnormal, and mostly if not entirely a matter of external influence, learned behavior, acquired taste and
personal choice; and, although there have been speculations, no conclusive scientific evidence has been
found to support claims that homosexual attractions are biologically fixed and irreversible; and 

WHEREAS, Even should a biological link with homosexuality be discovered, it could not settle the morality
of homosexual behavior, and could not serve to justify, much less require, any society to grant the status of
marriage to homosexual couples; and

WHEREAS, God, who is both Moral Ruler of the Universe and the Creator of all that is, and who knows and
understands the physical and psychological composition of all and every human life better than any human
scientist will ever know it, has stated in Scripture that homosexual conduct is always a gross abomination for
all human beings, both men and women, in all circumstances, without exception (Lev. 18:22 and 20:13); and

WHEREAS, God makes it clear in Scripture that even desire to engage in a homosexual sexual relationship
is always sinful, impure, degrading, shameful, unnatural, indecent and perverted (Rom. 1:24-27), so any
effort to extend the meaning of marriage in order to sanction the satisfaction of such desire must also be in
every case sinful, impure, degrading, shameful, unnatural, indecent and perverted; and

WHEREAS, God by saying their blood will be on their own heads (Lev.20:13) has explicitly ruled out any
effort by homosexual couples to justify their behavior, or to claim their homosexual relationship deserves
protected legal status, by shifting blame or responsibility for their same-sex relationship to the Creator who
made them; and 

WHEREAS, Marriage is God’s idea established in the order of creation to be a permanent union of one man
with one woman (Gen. 1:28, and 2:24), and marriage is therefore first and foremost a divine institution (Mat.
19:6) and only secondarily a cultural and civil institution; and

WHEREAS, Jesus reaffirmed the origin of marriage in the order of creation and declared marriage to be a
sacred, monogamous and life-long institution joining one man with one woman (Matt. 19:4-6); and

WHEREAS, Any action by the government giving homosexual unions the legal status of marriage denies the
fundamental immorality of homosexual behavior and causes the government of any nation so doing to
jeopardize seriously the favor of Almighty God on whom the security, welfare and stability of every nation,
even Gentile nations (Lev. 18:24-25, 28; Ps. 2; Am. 1:3,6, 9, 11, 13; Isa. 13-21), ultimately depends; and

WHEREAS, Separating marriage from the complementary union of male and female trivializes the concept
of marriage in the laws, public policies, educational systems, and other institutions of society; and

WHEREAS, Only the marriage of male and female serves to tame the impulses of self-centered individuals
by inter-generational obligations and commitments; and

WHEREAS, Failure in the courts and institutions of civil law to recognize the unique importance of
heterosexual family units, by granting moral equivalence to the idea of same-sex relationships, will surely
and very seriously undercut the formation of stable heterosexual family units in future generations; and
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WHEREAS, The future of the United States of America will be placed at risk because no society can survive
that does not recognize, protect, defend the unique importance of heterosexual marriage to its own health
and stability; and

WHEREAS, The legal recognition of homosexual marriage carries the potential use of force, a force that will
likely be turned against those who do not or cannot accept the moral equivalence of homosexual marriages;
and

WHEREAS, The enforcement of marriage laws, standards of educational instruction in schools, and the
regulation of fair business practices will be adjusted to require public recognition of homosexual marriages,
and this adjustment will certainly undermine, and may even restrain, the public communication, influence,
and independence of individuals, groups and institutions who believe and teach that homosexual marriage is
immoral in both concept and practice; and

WHEREAS, Legalizing homosexual marriage will force public schools to teach the acceptability of
homosexual marriage and will likely lead to laws requiring that businesses remove distinctions between
homosexual and heterosexual relationships in the way they treat marriage benefit for their employees; and

WHEREAS, Legalizing homosexual marriage raises the specter of new laws and policies intended to
marginalize, privatize, or silence the social and moral influence of parents and churches which teach that
homosexual marriage is wrong or that heterosexual marriage is morally superior; Now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the one hundred thirty-ninth meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention, assembled in New Orleans, Louisiana, June 11-13, 1996, do clearly and steadfastly oppose the
legalization of homosexual marriage by the state of Hawaii, or by any other state, or by the United States of
America; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we affirm the Bible’s teaching that promotion of homosexual conduct
and relationships by any society, including action by the governments to sanction and legitimize homosexual
relationships by the legalization of homosexual marriages, is an abominable sin calling for God’s swift
judgment upon any such society (Lev. 18:22, 28; Isa. 3:9); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves to pray faithfully against the legalization of
homosexual marriages in American law, and to preach and teach the truth concerning what the Bible says
about homosexuality, homosexual conduct and the institution of marriage, and against the foolishness,
danger and moral wickedness of any government action to accept, sanction, approve, protect, or promote
homosexual marriage; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves to pray for, affirm, and support legislative and
legal efforts and all persons involved in efforts to oppose the legalization of homosexual marriages through
judicial actions, through public policy decisions and through legislation introduced at both the state and
federal levels of government; and we call upon all judges, all persons in public office, and all candidates for
public office, to do all they can to resist and oppose the legalization of homosexual marriages; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That because any law, or any policy or regulation supporting a law, that
legalizes homosexual marriage is and must be completely and thoroughly wicked according to God’s
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standards revealed in the Bible, we do most solemnly pledge our decision never to recognize the moral
legitimacy of any such law, policy or regulation, and we affirm that, whatever the stakes (Dan. 3:17-18), we
will never conform to or obey (Acts 4:19) anything required by any governing body to implement, impose or
act upon any such law. So help us God. 

View all 1996 Resolutions.
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WHEREAS, Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime; and

WHEREAS, The husband and wife forming a two-parent family is God’s ideal, ordained by God to perform a
unique role in the birth, loving discipline, and nurture of children; and

WHEREAS, American culture and public policy have failed to prevent a dramatic decline in the number of
traditional two-parent families; and

WHEREAS, The growing social problems of child poverty, child abuse, juvenile delinquency, violent crimes
committed by children, sexual promiscuity and teen pregnancy are often related to broken marriages and
fractured families; and

WHEREAS, Some states have enacted legislation intended to strengthen the marriage covenant between
husband and wife, including a model statute called “Covenant Marriage”; and

WHEREAS, The covenants involved in such model statutes are entirely voluntary, but once entered by a
man and woman, either before or after marriage, constitute a legally binding commitment which requires
greater care to be married, and greater caution to be divorced than is provided under many “no fault” divorce
laws; and

WHEREAS, The new marriage covenant focuses on pre-marital and marital counseling to better equip and
prepare couples for marriage; and

WHEREAS, The model programs recognize the limitations of law and public policy to change attitudes, and
involves willing churches to participate by providing counseling and training prior to marriage.

Therefore, be it RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting June 9-11,

  /    /    /  Resolution On Strengthening The Marriage CovenantHome Resolutions Resolutions Search
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1998, in Salt Lake City, Utah, express our enthusiastic support for such public policies and programs which
aim to strengthen the marriage commitment and to reverse the trend of the disintegration of the nuclear
family; and

Be it further RESOLVED, That we applaud the cooperation between the policy-making bodies, married
couples, and participating churches, in those states where such programs have been enacted; and

Be it further RESOLVED, That we encourage other states to examine and adopt public policies such as
Covenant Marriage which aim to strengthen marriages and families; and

Be it finally RESOVLED, That we encourage Southern Baptist churches and ministers to make it a priority to
provide pre-marital or marital counseling, or to develop effective referral relationships, and we urge the
appropriate agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention to provide information and resources for use in
strengthening marriages, whether through Covenant Marriage or other programs.

View all 1998 Resolutions.
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WHEREAS, The Vermont legislature established “civil unions” which bestow the rights of marriage on same-
sex couples; and 

WHEREAS, Since the law became effective in July 2000, eighty-five percent of the more than 5,600 civil
unions performed in Vermont were for out-of-state homosexual couples; and

WHEREAS, The legislative Assembly of the state of California has passed a bill that says registered
partners “shall have the same rights” that are “granted to and imposed upon spouses”; and 

WHEREAS, Courts in Massachusetts and New Jersey currently are considering the legalization of same-sex
“marriage”; and 

WHEREAS, The Full Faith and Credit Clause of the United States Constitution requires that marriages
solemnized in one state be recognized in all fifty states; and

WHEREAS, The Vermont experience indicates that if same-sex unions are recognized as “marriage” in a
state court, then same-sex couples wishing to marry will inundate that state to “marry” and return home
demanding that their states recognize their “marriages” and provide all rights and benefits afforded to
traditional marriages; and

WHEREAS, Proponents of same-sex “marriage” have indicated their intention to challenge state laws and
the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which define marriage as between one man and one woman; and

WHEREAS, Same-sex “marriages” are now legal in Belgium and Holland; and

WHEREAS, An appellate court in Ontario, Canada, has changed the definition of marriage from a union of
one man and one woman to the “voluntary union for life of two persons to the exclusion of all others”; and
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WHEREAS, Newspapers are beginning to recognize homosexual unions by publishing announcements of
same-sex commitment ceremonies; and

WHEREAS, A vast segment of the entertainment industry has pursued an agenda of legitimizing
homosexual relationships; and

WHEREAS, Public school textbooks and curricula are beginning to portray families with two homosexual
“parents” as equivalent to families with a mother and a father; and

WHEREAS, Jesus states that marriage is a sacred, lifelong bond between one man and one woman
(Matthew 19:4–6); and 

WHEREAS, Legalizing same-sex “marriage” would convey a societal approval of a homosexual lifestyle,
which the Bible calls sinful and dangerous both to the individuals involved and to society at large (Romans
1:24–27; 1 Corinthians 6:9–10; Leviticus 18:22); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, June
17–18, 2003, affirm that legal and biblical marriage can only occur between one man and one woman; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That we continue to oppose steadfastly all efforts by any court or state legislature to validate or
legalize same-sex marriage or other equivalent unions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves to pray for and support legislative and legal efforts to oppose the
legalization of same-sex unions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call upon all judges and public officials to resist and oppose the legalization of same-
sex unions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose all efforts by media and entertainment outlets and public schools to
mainstream homosexual unions in the eyes of our children; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on Southern Baptist churches to commit to guard our religious liberty to recognize
and perform marriages as defined by Scripture; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we call on Southern Baptists not only to stand against same-sex unions, but to
demonstrate our love for those practicing homosexuality by sharing with them the forgiving and transforming
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9–11).

View all 2003 Resolutions.
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On The California Supreme Court Decision
To Allow Same-Sex Marriage
Indianapolis, IN - 2008
Tags: gay marriage, homosexuality, religious liberty

WHEREAS, On May 15, 2008, the California Supreme Court struck down the state’s ban on same-sex
marriage thus frustrating the will of the people who, on March 7, 2000, voted in favor (61.4%) of Proposition
22 which affirmed, “Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California”; and

WHEREAS, This decision has dire national implications because California law will allow same-sex couples
from any state to marry in California, return to their home state, and challenge that state’s traditional
marriage laws based on the full faith and credit clause of the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress has repeatedly refused to pass a constitutional amendment
defining marriage as exclusively between a man and a woman, thus providing no federal protection from
attacks against traditional marriage; and

WHEREAS, Marriage is ordained by God as a permanent union of one man and one woman (Genesis 1:27-
28; 2:24); and

WHEREAS, Jesus reaffirmed marriage as a sacred, monogamous, and life-long institution joining one man
and one woman (Matthew 19:4-6); and

WHEREAS, Any action giving homosexual unions the legal status of marriage denies the fundamental
immorality of homosexual behavior (Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11); and 

WHEREAS, The people of California have collected over 1.1 million signatures on a petition requiring the
state to place a referendum on the ballot in November defining marriage as exclusively between a man and
a woman; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana,
June 10-11, 2008, wholeheartedly support the people in California who have worked tirelessly to place this
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referendum on the ballot; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we strongly urge all Southern Baptists in the state of California to be informed about this
issue and to exercise their civic and moral duty by working diligently to support and voting to pass this
referendum; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage all Christian pastors in California and in every other state to speak
strongly, prophetically, and redemptively concerning the sinful nature of homosexuality and the urgent need
to protect biblical marriage in accordance with God’s Word; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on all Southern Baptists and believers from all denominations everywhere to pray
for the people of California as they seek to right this terrible wrong that has been forced upon them by the
California Supreme Court’s overturning of the vote of the people and to pray for the people of every state
where biblical marriage is under attack; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our historic and consistent support of the biblical definition of marriage as an
exclusive union between a man and a woman; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we once again call on the United States Congress to pass, the President to sign, and the
states to ratify a constitutional amendment defining marriage as exclusively between a man and a woman.

View all 2008 Resolutions.
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WHEREAS, God in His divine wisdom created marriage as the covenanted, conjugal union of one man and
one woman (Genesis 2:18–24; Matthew 19:4–6; Hebrews 13:4); and

WHEREAS, The Baptist Faith & Message (2000) recognizes the biblical definition of marriage as “the uniting
of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime,” stating further, “It is God’s unique gift to
reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the
framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and
the means for procreation of the human race”; and

WHEREAS, God ordains government to promote and honor the public good and recognize what is
praiseworthy (Romans 13:3–4); and

WHEREAS, The public good requires defining and defending marriage as the covenanted, conjugal union of
one man and one woman; and

WHEREAS, Marriage is by nature a public institution that unites man and woman in the common task of
bringing forth children; and

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States will rule in 2015 on whether states shall be required to
grant legal recognition as “marriages” to same-sex partnerships; and

WHEREAS, The redefinition of marriage to include same-sex couples will continue to weaken the institution
of the natural family unit and erode the religious liberty and rights of conscience of all who remain faithful to
the idea of marriage as the conjugal union of husband and wife; and

WHEREAS, The Bible calls us to love our neighbors, including those who disagree with us about the
definition of marriage and the public good; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Columbus, Ohio, June
16–17, 2015, prayerfully call on the Supreme Court of the United States to uphold the right of the citizens to
define marriage as exclusively the union of one man and one woman; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That Southern Baptists recognize that no governing institution has the authority to negate or
usurp God’s definition of marriage; and be it further

RESOLVED, No matter how the Supreme Court rules, the Southern Baptist Convention reaffirms its
unwavering commitment to its doctrinal and public beliefs concerning marriage; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the religious liberty of individual citizens or institutions should not be infringed as a result
of believing or living according to the biblical definition of marriage; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Southern Baptist Convention calls on Southern Baptists and all Christians to stand
firm on the Bible’s witness on the purposes of marriage, among which are to unite man and woman as one
flesh and to secure the basis for the flourishing of human civilization; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That Southern Baptists love our neighbors and extend respect in Christ’s name to all people,
including those who may disagree with us about the definition of marriage and the public good.

View all 2015 Resolutions.

Southern Baptist Convention Family

App. 381

Case 3:19-cv-00851-JRW   Document 3-4   Filed 11/19/19   Page 381 of 509 PageID #: 541

http://www.namb.net/
http://www.imb.org/
http://www.lifeway.com/
http://www.erlc.com/
http://www.bpnews.net/
http://www.sbclife.net/
http://www.sbfdn.org/
http://www.cpmissions.net/
http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/year/2015


Southern Baptist Convention > On The Call To Public Witness On Marriage

http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/2255/on-the-call-to-public-witness-on-marriage[11/5/2019 3:37:14 PM]

GuideStone Financial Resources

Executive Committee

Historical Library and Archives

Woman's Missionary Union

Gateway Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

One People. One Purpose. One Click. Copyright © 2019 Southern Baptist Convention. Terms of
Use

App. 382

Case 3:19-cv-00851-JRW   Document 3-4   Filed 11/19/19   Page 382 of 509 PageID #: 542

http://www.guidestone.org/
http://www.sbcec.org/
http://www.sbhla.org/
http://www.wmu.com/
http://www.gs.edu/
http://www.mbts.edu/
http://www.nobts.edu/
http://www.sebts.edu/
http://www.sbts.edu/
http://www.swbts.edu/
http://www.sbc.net/termsofuse.asp
http://www.sbc.net/termsofuse.asp


 1 

Statement of Faith 
 
 
I. The Scriptures.  
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of God. Therefore, all 
scripture is authoritative, infallible and inerrant. The Scriptures are the only sufficient rule for 
faith and practice (Ps. 19:7; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). 
II. God.  
There is but one God, the Maker, Preserver and Ruler of all things, having in and of Himself, all 
perfections, and being infinite in them all; and to Him all creatures owe the highest love, 
reverence and obedience that springs from faith (Deut. 6:4; Ps. 145:3; John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; 1 
Tim. 1:17). 

III. The Trinity.  
The Scriptures reveal that the one God eternally exists in three persons: the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Each person has distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence or 
being (Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14) 

IV. Providence.  
God from eternity, decrees or permits all things that come to pass, and perpetually upholds, 
directs and governs all creatures and all events; yet so as not in any wise to be the author or 
approver of sin nor to destroy the free will and responsibility of intelligent creatures (Isa. 46:9-
11; Prov. 16:33; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; Jas. 1:13-15). 
V. Election.  
Election is God's eternal choice of some persons unto everlasting life—not because of foreseen 
merit or foreseen faith in them, but of His mere mercy in Christ—in consequence of which 
choice they are called, justified and glorified (Rom. 8:28-30; 1 Cor. 1:27-29; Eph. 1:4, 11). 
VI. The Fall of Man.  
God originally created Man in His own image, and free from sin; but, through the temptation of 
Satan, Adam transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original holiness and 
righteousness; whereby his posterity inherit a nature corrupt and wholly opposed to God and His 
law. As a result they are under condemnation, and as soon as they are capable of moral action, 
become actual transgressors (Gen. 1:26-27; 3:1-7; Rom. 5:12-19; Eph. 2:1-3). 
VII. The Mediator.  
Since Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, is fully God and fully man, He is the divinely 
appointed mediator between God and man. Having taken upon Himself human nature, yet 
without sin, He perfectly fulfilled the law; suffered and died upon the cross for the salvation of 
sinners. He was buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended to His Father, at whose right 
hand He ever lives to make intercession for His people. He will return again visibly and bodily. 
He is the only Mediator, the Prophet, Priest and King of the Church, and Sovereign of the 
Universe (Isa. 53:10-12; John 1:1, 14; Acts 1:9-11; Rom. 3:21-26; 8:34; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Gal. 3:13; 
1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 1:1-3). 

VIII. The Holy Spirit. 
We believe that God the Holy Spirit brings glory to the Father and the Son. He applies the work 
of Christ to believers and distributes spiritual gifts to every believer according to His sovereign 
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 2 

good pleasure for the purpose of building up the body of Christ. He is the Comforter, the Spirit 
of Adoption, the Seal of our Salvation and the Guarantor of our inheritance in Christ (John 
14:16-17; 16:14; Acts 5:3; Rom. 8:14-17; Eph. 1:13-14).  
IX. Regeneration.  
Regeneration is a change of heart, wrought by the Holy Spirit, who gives life to those dead in 
trespasses and sins, enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the word of 
God, and renewing their whole nature, so that they love and practice holiness. It is a work of 
God's free and special grace alone, so that the ultimate cause of regeneration is God's grace, not 
man's free will (Eph. 2:1-6; Tit. 3:5; 1 John 5:1). 
X. Repentance.  
Repentance is an evangelical grace, wherein a person being by the Holy Spirit, made sensible of 
the manifold evil of his sin, humbles himself for it, with godly sorrow, detestation of it, and self-
abhorrence, with a purpose and endeavor to walk before God so as to please Him in all things 
(Acts 2:37-38; 11:18; 2 Cor. 7:10-11).  

XI. Faith.  
Saving faith is the belief, on God's authority, of whatever is revealed in His word concerning 
Christ; accepting and resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life. It is wrought in the 
heart by the Holy Spirit, and is accompanied by all other saving graces, and leads to a life of 
holiness (Rom. 3:27-28; 4:1-5; 4:17-25; 10:14, 17; Phil. 1:29; Eph. 2:8; Jas. 2:14-26). 
XII. Justification.  
Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal of sinners, who believe in Christ, from all sin, 
through the satisfaction that Christ has made; not for anything wrought in them or done by them; 
but on account of the obedience and satisfaction of Christ, they receiving and resting on Him and 
His righteousness by faith (Acts 13:38-39; Rom. 3:21-26; 8:34; 10:3-4; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). 

XIII. Sanctification.  
Those who have been regenerated are also sanctified by God's word and Spirit dwelling in them. 
This sanctification is progressive through the supply of Divine strength, which all saints seek to 
obtain, pressing after a heavenly life in cordial obedience to all Christ's commands (Jer. 31:31-
34; Ezek. 36:27-27; Rom. 8:1-17; Gal. 5:13-24; 2 Pet. 1:3-11). 
XIV. Perseverance of the Saints.  
All those whom God has regenerated will never totally nor finally fall away from the state of 
grace, but shall certainly persevere to the end; and though they may fall through neglect and 
temptation, into sin, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, bring 
reproach on the church, and temporal judgments on themselves, yet they shall be renewed again 
unto repentance, and be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation (John 6:37-40; 
10:28-29; Rom. 8:28-39; 1 Cor. 1:8-9; Phil. 1:6). 

XV. The Church.  
The Lord Jesus is the head of the church, which is composed of all His true disciples, and in Him 
is invested supremely all power for its government. According to His commandment, Christians 
are to associate themselves into particular churches; and to each of these churches He has given 
needful authority for administering that order, discipline and worship which He has appointed. 
The regular officers of a church are Elders (Pastors) and Deacons (John 10:16; Acts 20:17, 28; 
Eph. 1:22; 5:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-18; Tit. 1:5-9; Heb. 10:25). 
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XVI. Baptism.  
Baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every believer, wherein he is 
immersed in water in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, as a sign of 
his fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ, of remission of sins, and of giving 
himself up to God, to live and walk in newness of life. It is prerequisite to church membership 
and to participation in the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cor. 12:13). 

XVII. The Lord's Supper.   
The Lord's Supper is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, to be administered with the elements of bread 
and the fruit of the vine, and to be observed by His churches till the end of the world. It is in no 
sense a sacrifice, but is designed to commemorate His death, to confirm the faith and other 
graces of Christians, and to be a bond, pledge and renewal of their communion with Him, and of 
their church membership (Matt. 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:23-34). 

XVIII. The Lord's Day.  
The Lord's Day is a Christian institution for regular observance, and should be employed in 
exercises of worship and spiritual devotion, both public and private (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 
Rev. 1:10). 

XIX. Liberty of Conscience.  
God alone is Lord of the conscience; and He has left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men, which are in anything contrary to His word, or not contained in it. Civil 
magistrates being ordained of God, subjection in all lawful things commanded by them ought to 
be yielded by us in the Lord, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake (Matt. 15:9; Rom. 
13:1-7; 14:4; Acts 5:29; Col. 2:20-23). 

XX. Marriage 
Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is 
God's unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man 
and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual 
expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race. 
 
XXI. The Resurrection.  
The bodies of men after death return to dust, but their spirits return immediately to God—the 
righteous to rest with Him; the wicked, to be reserved under darkness to the judgment. The 
bodies of all the dead, both just and unjust, will be raised (John 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:12-28; 2 Cor. 
5:1-10; Phil. 1:23). 
XXII. The Judgment.  
God has appointed a day, wherein He will judge the world by Jesus Christ, when every one shall 
receive according to his deeds; the wicked shall go into everlasting and conscious punishment; 
the righteous, into everlasting life (Matt. 25:46; John 5:22, 27-29; Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:6-11; 2 
Cor. 5:10; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 7:13-17; 14:9-11). 
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Why might a Christian refuse to attend, cater, or participate in a same-sex marriage ceremony? For simplicity’s sake, let’s

assume this is a discussion among traditional Christians who believe—as the church has always believed and as most of the

global church still believes—that same-sex behavior is sinful and that marriage is a covenantal, conjugal union of a man

and a woman.

With that clarifying comment, we can address the question head-on: Why would a Christian feel conscience bound not to

attend or participate in a gay wedding? It’s not because of bigotry or fear or because we are unaware that Jesus spent time

with sinners that leads us to this conclusion. It’s because of our desire to be obedient to Christ and because of the nature of

the wedding event itself.

A wedding ceremony, in the Christian tradition, is frst of all a worship service. So if the union being celebrated in the

service cannot be biblically sanctioned as an act of worship, we believe the service lends credence to a lie. We cannot in

good conscience participate in a service of false worship. I understand that does not sound very nice, but the conclusion

follows from the premise, namely, that the “marriage” being celebrated is not in fact a marriage and should not

be celebrated.

Moreover, there has long been an understanding that those present at a marriage ceremony are not just casual observers,

but they are witnesses who are granting their approval and support for the vows that are to be made. That’s why the

traditional language speaks of gathering “here in the sight of God, and in the face of this congregation.” That’s why one of

the sample marriage services in the Presbyterian Church in America still has the minister say:

If any man can show just cause why they may not lawfully be wedded, let him now declare it, or else hereafter forever hold his

peace.

Quite explicitly, the wedding is not a party for friends and family. It’s not a mere ceremonial formality. It is a divine event

in which those gathered celebrate and honor the “solemnization of matrimony.”

Which is why—as much as I might want to build bridges with a lesbian friend or reassure a gay family member that I care
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for him and want to have a relationship with him—I would not attend a same-sex wedding ceremony. I cannot help with

my cake, with my fowers, or with my presence to solemnize what is not  holy.

In taking such a position, I’ve often heard things like this in response:

But Jesus hung out with sinners. He wasn’t worried about being contaminated by the world. He didn’t want to turn people of to

God’s love. He was always throwing open the foodgates of God’s mercy. He would say to us, “If someone forces you to bake one

cake, bake for him two.”

Okay, let’s think through these objections. I mean actually think for a few sentences, and not just with slogans and

vague sentimentality.

Jesus hung out with sinners. True, sort of (depends on what you mean by “hung out”). But Jesus believed marriage was

between a man and a woman (Matt. 19:3–9). The example of Christ in the Gospels teaches us that we should not be afraid

to spend time with sinners. If a gay couple next door invites you over for dinner, don’t turn them down.

He wasn’t worried about being contaminated by the world. That’s not the concern here. This isn’t about cooties or sin

germs. We have plenty of those ourselves.

He didn’t want to turn people of to God’s love.  But Jesus did so all the time. He acted in ways that could be

unintentionally, and more often deliberately, antagonistic (Matt. 7:6, 13–27; 11:20–24; 13:10–17; 19:16–30). Jesus turned

people of all the time. This is no excuse for us to be unthinking and unkind. But it should put to rest the unbiblical notion

that says if someone feels hurt by your words or unloved by your actions that you were ipso facto sinfully and

foolishly unloving.

He was always throwing open the foodgates of God’s mercy.  Amen. Let’s keep preaching Christ and preach as He did,

calling all people to “repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15).

If someone forces to you bake one cake, bake for him two. This is, of course, a true and beautiful principle about how

Christians, when reviled, must not revile in return. But it hardly can mean that we do whatever people demand no matter

our rights (Acts 4:18–20; 16:35–40; 22:22–29) and no matter what is right in God’s eyes.

A wedding is not a dinner invitation or a graduation open house or retirement party. Even in a completely secular

environment, there is still a sense—and sometimes the wedding invitations say as much—that our presence at the event

would honor the couple and their marriage. It would be difcult, if not impossible, to attend a wedding (let alone cater it or

provide the culinary centerpiece) without your presence communicating celebration and support for what is taking place.

And, as painful as it may be for us and for those we love, celebrating and supporting homosexual unions is not something

God or His Word will allow us to do.

You and 21 others like this.                               21 people like this. Sign Up to
see what your friends like.

Like

Firs published in Tabletalk Magazine, an outreach of Ligonier. For permissions, view our Copyright Policy.
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Should Christians Attend Gay Weddings?
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As Kevin DeYoung, one of my favorite bloggers, attests, the question of whether a believer
should attend a homosexual wedding is now frequently asked. (I’ve addressed the question
previously in a video, and also shared some ideas for how someone could lovingly decline
attending such a wedding.)

I’m well aware that my response to this issue will not only offend unbelievers, but also many
believers. I’ve received pushback before and will again. But for what it’s worth, I have honestly
tried to find a biblical way to conclude that love and grace, which I feel in my heart toward the
people seeking to be married, means it is good to demonstrate friendship by joining in the
celebration. But partly because love needs some reference point in truth to be true love, I’ve
simply been unable to come to this conclusion.

I have talked with a number of people, including some pastors from good churches, who
advocate saying yes to attending homosexual weddings. Their argument centers on the fact that
Jesus was and is a friend of sinners and is full of grace. So true. But I have never seen a single
wedding invitation that doesn’t request people’s presence to join in celebrating the couple’s
union.
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When you attend a gay person’s birthday party, you’re joining in celebrating their birthday,
right? That’s great. When you invite your gay or lesbian friend over for dinner, you’re
celebrating friendship and life—no problem. When you toast to good health, great. But when
you raise your glass and toast to a wedding that you are convinced dishonors God, or is not a
true wedding at all,  isn’t that radically different?

There are countless ways you can love those who identify as homosexuals without joining them
to celebrate their marriage, which in God’s sight is not a marriage, and not to be celebrated.
Let’s love them in the other ways, but not feel we must join them in celebrating what God’s
Word shows us is not to be celebrated. (For more on that subject, I highly recommend Kevin’s
book What Does the Bible Really Teach about Homosexuality?)

Is it possible to attend a wedding without sending the message of participating in the
celebration? I honestly don’t see how. Loving unbelievers doesn’t mean endorsing their beliefs
about what constitutes a true marital union when those beliefs are contrary to God’s Word. My
loyalty to Christ and to the welfare of people means that I should not encourage or celebrate
their sins any more than they should encourage or celebrate my sins (which are many). Of
course, that will come across as judgmental and unloving to many people. But is there a time
when we need to be willing to accept such condemnation because of our commitment to God
and what He says is true? If it incurs God’s judgment to commit homosexual sin, just as it
incurs his judgment to commit heterosexual sin, is it really “loving” of us to encourage and
celebrate such sins?

Yet because I know sincere brothers and sisters in Christ, who love Jesus and believe His Word,
see it differently, I do not want to point an accusing finger. I can only say how I think
Christians should approach this issue. While I’ve tried to see it differently, I haven’t found a
biblical basis for it. Jesus ate and drank with sinners, of course. But in doing so He did not
celebrate gluttony or drunkenness. He didn’t attend a feast dedicated to the purpose of
applauding what dishonors God and brings harm to people.

I can’t believe that weddings are not celebrations, nor can I believe that celebrating sin can
honor God. That’s why I’ve not gone to heterosexual weddings where a believer is marrying an
unbeliever. Yes, I want the marriage to last once it takes place, and yes, I will later gladly do
what I can to help the marriage stay together. But I can’t join in the laughter and toasts and
feasting and dancing, which are a celebration of what Scripture, in my opinion, makes clear is
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wrong.  

I can wish that the unequally yoked man and woman will stay together because God recognizes
their marriage and wants them to remain married, even though they shouldn’t have gotten
married in the first place. But this isn’t true of a homosexual marriage. Can I really hope and
pray in good conscience that the couple will continue to live together? No. It isn’t God’s will,
nor is it in their best interests.

In fact, if I believe their union dishonors God and is bad for them, as all sin is bad for all of us,
don’t I need to pray they’ll come to faith in Christ and as their minds are renewed and the eyes
of their hearts are opened, God will convict them of sin, including the sinfulness of their union,
which in fact is not a true marriage? So I’m praying not that they’ll stay together, but that they
will separate (I don’t believe divorce is the right word here). How can I participate in the
celebration of a union that is not a true marriage, and that I hope for their sake will not last?

Regardless of people’s individual opinions, one thing is certain: this is an issue that will NOT
go away. While there is a strong trend toward evangelicals attending gay weddings in the name
of Christ’s love, I have to say I believe it is more loving to God and to the participants to not
encourage them to think their union is good and healthy, when God’s Word shows otherwise.

Before I hand this over to Kevin, I encourage Christ-followers not to believe the propaganda
that says sexual orientation can never be changed or redirected. Here’s Jackie Hill Perry’s
“Love Letter to a Lesbian” in which she tells her story. On the other hand, I know people
who’ve never experienced any attraction to the opposite sex, but who live fulfilled and faithful
lives of celibacy, just as every single and divorced and widowed heterosexual is called upon to
do, for the rest of their lives, unless and until they marry. And there are any number of
heterosexuals who never marry. Their road is not easy, but there are advantages to it, as Paul
points out in 1 Corinthians 7.

Anyway, here’s what Kevin has to say:

Should I Attend a Homosexual Wedding If the Service Is Completely Secular?

In speaking about homosexuality in my church and in different venues around the
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country (and sometimes around the world), the most common question I’ve received
(by far) is whether a Christian who believes homosexual behavior is wrong should
attend a gay wedding.

The question is often a painful one. It’s one thing to hold to biblical views on marriage
and sexuality in a culture that increasingly hates those views. That’s hard enough. But
to tell your son or daughter or brother or sister or mom or dad or cousin or buddy from
college that you won’t attend their (ideally) once-in-a-lifetime event feels like too
much offense to give and too much of a burden to bear. I sympathize with sincere
believers who really want to honor God and communicate love to their friends and
family at the same time. These are difficult days to be Christians with convictions
about marriage.

And yet, as much as we can feel the weight and the heartache of the question, the
answer should be no.

I’ve written on this subject before, but my response assumed in part that the wedding
ceremony would have some religious component to it:

A wedding ceremony, in the Christian tradition, is first of all a worship service. So if
the union being celebrated in the service cannot be biblically sanctioned as an act of
worship, we believe the service lends credence to a lie. We cannot in good conscience
participate in a service of false worship. I understand that does not sound very nice,
but the conclusion follows from the premise, namely, that the “marriage” being
celebrated is not in fact a marriage and should not be celebrated.

That was the gist of my argument. I went on in the article to address a number popular
objections (e.g., Jesus hung out with sinners; we should fear being contaminated by
the world; we don’t want to turn people off to God’s love), and at the end I made a
passing reference to ceremonies that were not religious in nature. But I didn’t deal
head on with the question posed in the title of this post: What if the wedding is
thoroughly secular, does that change the moral calculus?

You may be thinking, “I get your point about a Christian wedding ceremony. But my
friend doesn’t claim to be a Christian. He and his partner are total agnostics. Their
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service won’t be religious in the least. I’m not going to worship God. I’m just going so
my friend knows I care about him.” I’ve heard conservative Christians make similar
arguments several times. I see their appeal. I don’t, however, find them intellectually
or spiritually compelling.

In short, as personally painful as it may be, and as much as the world will call us
names and castigate our motives, those who believe marriage is between a man and a
woman should not attend a ceremony that purports to be the marrying of a man and a
man or a woman and a woman, even if that ceremony is completely secular in nature.

Why such a “hard line” stance? Here are three reasons.

1. The purpose of a wedding ceremony is to celebrate and solemnize. No matter
the formal liturgy or no liturgy at all, the reason a couple puts together a wedding
ceremony is so that others can join in celebrating with them. Isn’t this why invitations
speak of “honoring us with your presence” or “join us as we celebrate”? Isn’t this why
at a reception the couple invariably takes time to thank all their friends and family for
coming? Isn’t this why we throw rice or blow bubbles or release balloons? Isn’t this
why we wait in line to give the newlyweds a hug?

Two (unmarried, of age) people can fill out the necessary paperwork and get married
at the courthouse or on a beach or in the basement without any planning, any fanfare,
or any guests. But hardly anyone gets married in this way. Instead they plan a party.
They line up food and drink and music and invite their friends. There is nothing in the
secular nature of a wedding ceremony that makes it less of a celebration. And there’s
the rub: how can we celebrate what we deem to be a serious moral transgression and
an definitional impossibility?

2. Wedding ceremonies are almost always public in nature. Many Christians are
quick to parse out their support: “They know where I stand. They know what I
believe. I’m not coming to support the marriage. I’m coming to support my son and
let him know that I still love him.” Again, I sympathize with this reasoning and do not
dismiss lightly. But in addition to minimizing the previous point about celebration and
solemnization, this line of thinking ignores the public aspect of a wedding (and no
matter how small the event, if you are being invited to attend it is a public ceremony).
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Attendees at a wedding bear witness to the exchanging vows and the making of
promises. In a Christian understanding, they do so before God and man. In a secular
environment, they still do so before a watching world. Why do we go to the trouble of
having ceremonies for graduation or retirement or Super Bowl champions? Because
the occasion calls for celebration, solemnization, and public recognition. Whatever
beliefs we may espouse privately, when we attend a wedding we state publicly that the
union, which the event creates and commemorates, is legitimate and deserving of
honor.

Consider an analogy. Suppose your friend was an avowed racist. You’ve known this
friend for a long time. You’ve told him before that you don’t agree with his racist
views. He finds those conversations offensive and hurtful, but the friendship endures.
One day he invites you to his white robe and hood ceremony at the local chapter of the
Klan (I have no idea if they have such a thing, but let’s imagine they do). There will
be a small event at the local park to bestow this rank upon your friend. He would love
for you to attend. Will you? I doubt any of us would. (1) We’d be too embarrassed to
be seen in public at such an event, no matter what we’ve said in private about it. And
(2) however much we care for our friend, we can’t have anything to do with an event
that is so repugnant to the beliefs we hold dear.

Yes, I understand analogies are imperfect. No, I am not suggesting that racism and
attending a gay wedding are the same thing. The point of a negative analogy like this
is to get you to reconsider one position you do like by comparing it with one you don’t
like. Why would we normalize what would be better stigmatized? How can we
publicly endorse what we claim to privately condemn?

3. The stark either/or options are not of our making. The emotional plea is strongly
felt by friends and family members who want to maintain biblical fidelity without
burning bridges: “If you really loved me, you would be there. You say you care about
me, but you don’t care to show up on the most important day of my life. If you can’t
be happy for me, how can we have a real relationship?” Most evangelicals don’t wake
up in the morning looking for ways to compromise. It happens with a tug here and a
pull there, often with the best of intentions, usually because of people we love. Who
wants to burn bridges? Who wants to be a hater? Who likes upsetting people we care
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about?

But this is where we need to remember that the either/or options were not (I trust) our
idea. Not supporting a child’s decision in one area does not mean you are no longer
interested in supporting him or her in other areas. Loving across our differences is a
two way street. If traditional Christians have to learn to love gay and lesbian friends
and family members despite decisions they disagree with, then gays and lesbians
should learn to love their Christian friends and families despite decisions they disagree
with. We should take time to hear why our attendance means so much to them. And
then, hopefully, they will take time to hear why our faith in Christ and obedience to
the Bible mean so much to us. We won’t agree. But maybe we can begin to almost,
possibly, just a little bit, agree that we are going to be in this for the long haul so we
better find out how to care for each other, even when we think the other person is
living according to convictions that we can’t support.

“I can’t say yes to your wedding invitation, but I’d love to have you over for dinner.”
Give that a shot.

Photo: Pixabay

Randy Alcorn (@randyalcorn) is the author of fifty-some books and the founder and
director of Eternal Perspective Ministries. 
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (WDRB) -- Proponents of a new exhibit at a local tattoo
parlor say it mixes gay pride with art and expression. 

The exhibit at Prophecy Ink Tattoo Studio and Fine Art Gallery, a business
in the Highlands, is called "Out of my Head and Back to Life" and
showcases artists Mel Taylor and Patrick Gittings.

At the event Saturday night, the Fairness Campaign teamed up with
Prophecy Ink to offer tattoos of an equals sign, considered by the LGBTQ
community as a symbol of equality.

The tattoos were $20 and half of the proceeds went to the campaign's
mission.

"We've sold a lot of stuff," said Juanita Mondragon, the event organizer.
"There is a lot of stuff to see and you get a tattoo -- an equality tattoo --
something that symbolizes something that is so important to so many
people."
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Highlands tattoo business offers 'equal sign' tattoos as part of LGBTQ art exhibit | News | wdrb.com

https://www.wdrb.com/news/highlands-tattoo-business-offers-equal-sign-tattoos-as-part-of/article_7893cd82-a5db-11e9-ac2a-8764667c7bc9.html[11/6/2019 1:18:48 PM]

Tags Lgbtq  Highlands  Prophecy Ink Tattoo Studio And Fine Art Gallery

Organizers say the event was so successful another event is being planned
for later this fall.
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