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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:February 06, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oock et:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91cj·lcmr 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0088 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name :Chauna Brocht 
Address:21218 
Email : chaunabrocht@gmall.com 

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I am deeply concerned about this new rule. I am a lesbian and am a parent of two children. I am concerned 
that someone could deny them basic medical care because they have two mothers. This rule will embolden 
medical providers to deny basic health care to lesbian, gay, transgender and bisexual people and their 
families. Any religious freedom needs to be balanced by the freedom to obtain quality health care. This rule 
needs to be more specific so that it can't be mis-interpreted to include denying healt h care based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity. These protections need to be written explicitly Into the rule. 
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 05, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91uj·ltj6n 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-6578 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name :Terry Mays 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I am a Transwoman living in the state of Indiana. It has been very plain over the years in speeches and in 
actions from Mike Pence of his hatred towards not only the LGBT community but a particular hatred toward 
the t rans community. He has always had very close t ies both as governor of Indiana and now in his current 
office to the Family Research Council and he is the main force driving this fundamentalist program nationally 
that he did In Indiana which resulted in the disastrous religious freedom restoration act. How will this effect 
me. Well I constant live in fear anyway living In a small town in rural Indiana. The fear of getting beaten, 
discriminated against in employment, housing, etc or flat out murdered. But one of the fears I did not have 
was In dealing with my health care providers because there were protections In place for me against being 
discriminated against. With this there will no longer be a safe place anywhere for me. For me The guarantee 
of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness was stripped from me the moment I transit ioned and it is the 
same for anyone like me in this country. One of the most basic tenants that cit izens enjoy in this country is 
not a guarantee for myself. I can be killed In my State and someone can use the Trans panic defense and go 
completely free. I can be discriminated against in employment, education, housing or just simply walking into 
a store, because of their " fundamental christian values" thus robbing me of the Pursuit of Happiness and in 
some cases my Liberty. I live in constant fear of being beaten by the public at large and there Is no 
guarantee that there will be anyone In the police department that will aide me or if they do I may be the one 
arrested instead robbing me of my Liberty. This is t he reality of living as a transwoman in rural America this 
will only make things worse for us. Those of us who already know we are second class citizens not afforded 
the basic tenants guaranteed other citizens. 
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 05, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91uo-hj7j 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-6843 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Mary Sanders 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I was diagnosed with severe endometriosis at 20 years of age. This terrible disease causes infertility, and I 
desperately wanted children. Because of the health Insurance provided to me without any dlscrimat lve 
clauses, one of my options was to take birth control pills, stopping my menustral cycle completely. I chose 
this option along with other surgical procedures and happily conceived my son. If I had been working for a 
company or agency that just arbitrarily banned coverage for birth control, i would not have been able to 
afford this t reatment. Please consider how discrmination hurts people for the reason we are all equal .. ... no 
one knows the pain each one of us confronts when on religious basis or otherwise, choice is withheld. Now, I 
am a senior citizen, and that beautiful son I have Is a wonderful person who Is gay. I will continue to fight for 
his rights too as he has to face discrimination every day of his l ife .. The right to believe is absolutely 
fundamental. The right to discri minate is not. Please reconsider this regulation -- and make clear that 
discrimination has no place in this country, especially in healthcare. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91rr·lmy3 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-7229 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Catherine Landfried 

General Comment 

** My daughter is transgender and if her physicians were discriminatory, shed still be stuck in a body that 
killed her slowly every day. •• 

Please disgard this regulation •• and make clear that discriminat ion has no place in this country, especially in 
healthcare . There are so many wonderful health care providers; dont let a handful of better thans In the 
name of religion, destroy other human beings. Please. 

HHS Conscience Rule-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91rq-qiwo 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-7506 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Mary De Ridder 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

For women and LGBTQ people this proposal needs to be shut down. My daughter has a right to healthcare 
Just like any daughter should. 

The right to believe is absolutely fundamental. The right to discriminate is not. Please reconsider this 
regulation •• and make clear that discrimination has no place in this country, especially in healthcare. 

HHS Conscience Rule-
000007577 

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 10 of 241



Exhibit 191

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 11 of 241



As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 21, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-9255-lgt9 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-8460 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Linda Aguinaga 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I should not have to worry about my daughter being t reated less than because she was born gay. I should 
not have to think that one day my child will have to walk out of an establishment with her head hung low 
because she was refused service or that she will lose her job because she's gay. Her right to become a 
productive member of society should not hinge on who she loves she should have the right to be present in 
our society as fully as everyone else. I do believe In everyone's right to their own belief system but that 
right should not come with a free pass to render a whole group of cit izens to a second class existence. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 13, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·9lzx-2vvs 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-8817 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Lorraine Flaherty 
Address :98133 
Email : Lmf7b@yahoo.com 

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

AS the mother of a transgender man and as a health care provider I strongly object to these changes. It is 
often difficult and frightening for ou r LGBT brothers and sisters and for women to access certain types of 
legal, medically necessary care. Our country has an obligation to protect and serve our most vulnerable. 
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91rr-hvgp 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-9173 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Christopher Clough 
.-

General Comment 

I am transgender and I have been blessed with access to health professionals who have supported me. It's 
been easier for me In a major metropolitan area. But many of my brothers are In small, rural communities 
with very few health care providers. They are dependent on doctors putting people first , not subjective 
beliefs. This bill undercuts the basic humanity and violates human rights. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 21, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925a-9f0y 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-94 31 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Jay Melzer 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I deserve as much right to healthcare as any cisgender cit izen of this nation, as do all of my transgender and 
LGB brothers and sisters. One cannot choose to "disbelieve" or "disagree· with a person's identity - your 
opinion does not change who they are. Our right to exist is not a matter of conscience. The right to believe is 
absolutely fu ndamental. The right to discriminate Is not. Please reconsider this regulation •• and make clear 
that discrimination has no place in this country, especially in healthcare. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925q-5a4q 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-9977 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Caitlin Gaffin 

General Comment 

As a queer woman, I have had experiences where I have been uncomfortable shari ng my sexual history with 
my healthcare provider, which is not ideal considering patients should be encouraged to be as truthful as 
possible with their doctors and healthcare providers. Also, as a woman, I worry of being denied birth control 
options due to religious or moral exempt ions should healthcare discrimination be allowed to exist. No one 
should be afraid of not receiving the care that they need and desire • we must do better. 

HHS Conscience Rule-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925w-mo8w 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-10134 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name :angela sakell 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I am the mom of a 15 year old transgender son. I am horrified at the thought that my child may have been 
denied service In the emergency room because he is transgender. He's been to the emergency room twice -
once when he dislocated his finger and another when he had pneumonia. What do t reating either of those 
conditions have to do with what genitalia he has? He's not a person? He somehow deserves to be in pain due 
to a dislocated limb or deserves to potentially pass away from an untreated infection because he Is 
t ransgender? There was a t ime when Jewish people and blad< people were also deemed "morally offensive" 
and healthcare professionals could deny them service. This country has already stood up to these affronts and 
I hope and pray will do so again, As this famous poem so aptly puts, I must speak out. "First they came for 
the Socialists, and I did not speak out-- Because I was not a Socialist. Then they came for the Trade 
Unionists, and I did not speak out-- Because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I 
did not speak out· · Because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me··and there was no one left to speak for 
me.· 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925v-yuz7 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-10142 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Joy Sabi 
Email: j fsabl@gmail. com 

General Comment 

Whenever I bring my friend "Beth" to a new doctor, we have a lot to explain. She's genetically XXV (intersex) 
, also transgender (raised as a boy, lives as a woman), has some Aspie-like traits, depression, anxiety, 
eagerness to comply, and weak language processing ability (all part of the described XXV phenotype). Add 
some memory loss from concussions, lingering inj uries from accidents 50+ years ago over the course of a 
working class life. The list is long. 

Knowing that she's not going to be refused or shamed for being either intersex or t ransgender has been 
essential for dealing with her kidney failure, leg amputation, knee replacement, colonoscopy, major 
depressive incidents, etc. Basically, if she had been refused for any of these absolutely essent ial operations or 
services, she would likely be dead. 

She didn't ask for her genotype, nor her identity. Goodness knows, as desperate as she is for approval, if she 
could have conformed to social expectations, she would have. She's put a thousand times more energy into 
"trying to do life right" than most people. The results have been ... uneven and dispiriting, at best. Yet she's 
still mostly upbeat, with a smile and helping hand for everyone she meets. 

There is no reasonable world where any medical provider should be able to withhold services from her. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925w-ys5b 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-10158 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:MAREE WHISENAND 

General Comment 

My son has suffered discriminat ion since he "came out" five years ago. He is only 27 years old and now has 
had suicide ideation . Hard to be In a world where anyone tells anyone how to love. This Is a SERIOUS issue 
that must be approached from all angles so that all can love and live the way their heart and soul leads 
them. 
Discrimination must be stopped at all and any levels. INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS A THREAT TO JUSTICE 
EVERYWHERE. Please join and hear our pleas! 
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925w-ko3v 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-1016 7 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Maxine Sandoval 

General Comment 

I find this highly unfair that I and my wife might have to fear being rejected healthcare based on the simple 
fact that her and I love each other. Our son should not have to fear not seeing his mothers sick because we 
are refused this basic right or even himself because he has and loves his two moms. Do the Humane thing 
and decision and say no to this law. Everyone no matter who they love should be afforded the same rights. If 
I pay taxes and make money and pay for healthcare j ust the same as any "straight" person I should be able 
to be t reated j ust the same. 
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925x-5y3e 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-10190 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Matthew Alschuler 
Address :61087 

Submitter Information 

Ema il : matthew@cottonexpresslons.com 

General Comment 

1 live in a sparsely populate rural area. Health care providers are few and far between. I am very worried 
about the proposed legislation that would allow health care providers to deny legal, doctor prescribed, 
medical care due to their personal religious beliefs. 

A medical provider, be they a primary care physician, a pharmacist, a nurse, etc. cannot impose their beliefs 
on the medical needs of a poorly served area. This will discriminate against the poor, women, minorities, and 
LGSTQ communit ies, the very people that are most in need of health care, and are also less able to travel 
great distance.s (the nearest hospital is 30 miles away - and if that facility won't t reat them, they'd have to 
drive 50 miles) j ust to obtain basic medical care, such as filling prescriptions for birth control, etc. 

Religious freedom means that the government can' t impose a religion on the citizens, it doesn't permit a 
licensed health care provider to impose their religious beliefs on patients. This rule is draconian, and must be 
ellmlnatecl . 

HHS Conscience Rule-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925x-4rwe 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-10240 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:8eth Anonymous 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I have faced discrimination in health services three different t imes in the past 10 years. I live in a rural 
community with one hospital owned by Seventh Day Adventists. I have been denied care based on religious 
prejudices. There has to be a compromise somewhere. A guarantee that health care practit ioners can refuse 
to help (which no health care worker should be able to based on sex, religion, orientation, ethnicity, etc.), 
but that there are appropriate referral sources available and that those discr imination are made clear 
beforehand so as to not waste time or resources. 

Basically, If a doctor doesn't want to treat a transgender person, they let people know upfront and have a 11st 
of referral sources available. That way the doctor can discriminate based on moral objections but patients (1) 
know beforehand and (2) are provided a list of service providers in their area who would gladly help them. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-926i-twrr 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-1 1257 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Leslie McMurray 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

My name is Leslie McMurray • I am a transgender woman who works as a liaison between patients and 
Insurance companies and I've seen my share of horror stories. I routinely speak to medical school students 
on issues surrounding transgender healthcare because this subject isn't currently addressed in the curriculum. 
The end result is that there are 1.4 million Americans that doctors aren' t sure how to effectively t reat • and 
lives are in the balance. Please don't add the ability to discriminate to our already difficult time accessing 
healthcare. People are dying. We need compassion and equal treatment. Please think about what you are 
doing. Isn't the cardinal rule of the Hippocratic Oath - "First, Do No Harm?" 

HHS Conscience Rule-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2-925q-pwey 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-1 1261 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Melissa Sadzewicz 

General Comment 

I am a transgender female who is not going to let them take anything away from me or from anyone else I 
am standing up for my right to be seen by any doctor I want to see and that wants to see me I am not going 
anywhere because I believe in my right and the rights of others 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91ru-7gqg 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-1 1924 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:James Townsend 

General Comment 

Hi, I have experienced discrimination from healthcare providers in the past due to my family structure, and 
one notably at an Urgent Care facility when I took our daughter with my now husband but then partner (due 
to marriage not being allowed not by choice) with whom I had been with for many years to the Urgent Care 
for assistance with an acute medical condit ion my daughter had been suffering. 
It was Saturday so our regular medical provider was closed, so we went to a local Urgent care for her to be 
seen for an ear infection. I had custody of my daughter, and she lived with us full t ime. When we were at the 
office we noticed the staff looking at us strangely and staring at us. It was painfully clear that they were 
talking about us. Well, long story short when It was t ime for her to go the back to be seen by the doctor the 
staff refused to let him go back because he was not considered her "family", and as I stated before there was 
NO marriage equality back then so legally he was not family, but to her and to me he is her DAD too! When 
the doctor came in the room I asked him who was actually very nice if my partner could come back and be a 
part of the treatment and decision process for our daughter's health, and he said, of course, he can which 
was a relief. The nurse that told him he could not come back scoffed and be visibly angry with being 
overridden by the doctor on staff. The point of the matter is that should have never happened, and we should 
have never been embarrassed like that In front of a room full of other pat ients, and families. It should not 
matter who I want to bring to the back with my/our minor daughter as long as It Is reasonable as fa r as how 
many people I was requesting to be a part of the t reatment process (it was j ust the three of us) as it was 
none of the nurse's business. 

This happened probably more than 10 years ago, but I will never forget it or the look on the nurse's face 
when talking to me. I was appalled at her behavior. When you are at work you have to put your personal 
feelings aside when dealing with the public especially In a healthcare setting. I will use an example to put It 
into perspective, but if you were totally against people doing drugs, and alcohol substances would you refuse 
to t reat someone who was dying of an overdose because of your beliefs? No, you're probably would not 
because If you did you would most likely use your license to practice medicine as well as possible prosecution 
for allow Ing someone to die when you could render aid to them. I Just feel like If you cannot put your 
personal feelings and belief system aside in a medical setting then maybe this is not the occupation for you, 
and you should choose to work somewhere else that does not work with the general public. You are never 
going to fi nd a place where you are going to ag ree with everything that goes on or who comes through the 
door, but you act like a human being and accept people for who they are even if you feel that t here choices 
and beliefs do not match with yours because if you take a close look there are probably very little people in 
the world that are going to believe everything you do the same way and vice versa. 

I hope I have not rambled too long, but I wanted to share my story with you to show that these things can 
and do affect people deeply when they are discriminated against or treated differently due to who they love, 
or who they are especially the LGBTQ community who have always been at the forefront of discrimination 
maybe second to racism. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91rr-wxz2 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-12769 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Rachelle Tepel 
.-

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

Im Rachelle Tepel and am a transgender woman. Im writing in regards to the proposed Conscience regulat ion 
(published Jan. 26) that would prioritize individual physicians and other health care workers beliefs over 
access to critical care . 

Im an economist working on healthcare issues, specifically on how to lower healthcare costs. Denial or delay 
can lead to long-term health problems or even death, especially for transgender individuals. This regulations 
protections seek to sanction these denials. These long-term problems could lead to substant ial increases in 
healthcare costs. 

As proposed, t his regulation contains no safeguards for ensuring that pat ients have access to legally available 
t reatments like fertility t reatment, HIV prevention and treatment, and medically necessary transition-related 
care. Please change this regulation. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
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As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 01, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·91rr-lqwc 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR·2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-12853 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Phil Gautreau 

General Comment 

I came out as a gay man at age 19 in 1979. It was an act of bravery but one that I knew I had to take to 
live a responsible and productive life. I am a healthcare administrator and I have worked many years on 
behalf of advocacy for many people, including people with HIV and AIDS. For 12 years, Ive worked for 
Northwell Health, the largest healthcare employer in NYS. Its notable that one of its hospitals, Lenox Hill 
Hospital in Manhattan, recently opened a Center for Transgender Health. I believe in my personal and 
professional life that everyone has the right to believe and be who they are as human beings, regardless of 
sexual orientation or health status, is absolutely fundamental. The right to discriminate is not. Please 
reconsider this regulation •• and make clear that discrimination has no place in this country, especially In 
healthcare. 

HHS Conscience Rul e-
000012996 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000016236

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 05, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No. lk2-91ui-8kug 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018·0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-16081 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Jennifer McAndrews 

General Comment 

For years we did all we could to help my child battle depression - psychologists, social workers, stays in 
mental hospitals when plans of suicide overwhelmed. Once he accepted who his soul told him who he was 
meant to be and began loving his life as a trans man, he has been healthy, happy, thriving. For years we 
fought to keep him alive. No health care provider should have the right to abandon his care. 
MY firmly held religious belief is that God put my child on this path so that he might know compassion for 
others. Why should someone else·s beliefs be held above mine? 
The right to believe is absolutely fundamental. The right to discri minate is not. Please reconsider this 
regulation -- and make clear that discrimination has no place in this country, especially in healthcare. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000016449

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 05, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 28, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No. lk2-91ui-k247 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018·0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-16294 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Margaret McFartin 
.--

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

My daughter's partner needed a critical operation and the expert was in Florida. They had a signed and 
notarized statement that Jennifer was able to make health-care decisions for Helen and was her Power of 
Attorney . The hospital staff refused to let her see Helen and would not provide any information about Helen"s 
condition while she was hospitalized . Why would they do that? 8ecause they could. Their job is to care and 
heal patients. Not to be a roadblock to a loving couple. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000022614

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 12, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No. lk2-9lz5-36uh 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018·0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-22404 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Randall Harper 
.--

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I as a part of glbtq am opposed to the refusal of healthcare because of race, religieon,sex preference, trans 
gendered. We all deserve the same respect of equal healthcare . We are all human beings and have the right 
to be heard and taken care of . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000022945

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 11, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No.lk2·9lyf-lfkq 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR-2018·0002·0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-22732 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Nancy Ablao 
Address :49024 
Email: nablao@yahoo.com 
Organization: Mrs. 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

We are raising an active non-binary young adult and they deserve to be treated for medical care . They are 
human j ust like the rest of us. It would be sickening to turn away anyone for medical treatment under any 
circumstance. Each and every person has the right to treatment. We firmly oppose RIN 0945·ZA03 or Docket 
HHS-OCR-2018-0002 because it is discriminatory to a populat ion of people who have equal rights. 
''This is the use of religion to hurt people because you disapprove of who they are," said Harper Jean Tobin of 
the National Center for Transgender Equality. • Any rule that grants a license to discriminate would be a 
disgrace and a mockery of the principle of religious freedom we all cherish.• 
We urge you to vote NO on this prosed rule as it goes against the basic fundamental rights of cit izens . Please 
review the proposal and develop viable alternatives (including not regulating at all ) that are inclusive and 
humane. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy and John Ablao 
Concerned Parents 
Portage, Michigan 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000024796

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received :March 08, 2018 
Stat us:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Oocket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No. lk2-91wo-x3j v 
Comments Oue:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegat ions of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018·0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment :HHS-OCR-2018-0002-24558 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name :mariellen gilpin 
Address :61820-3306 
Email : m-gllpln@llllnols .edu 

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I am a voter from Illinois . l have already been subjected to doctors who do not fully inform pat ients about 
their choices in other aspects of health care. I do not want those last days of my life afflicted with doctors 
who want to do extreme measures to keep me alive (and in pain and suffering)to the last possible moment. I 
want to be free to decide for myself if I want to avoid food and water to hasten my death. I want to decide 
for myself if l want to try one more surgery instead of choosing palliat ive care. I want to know the policy of 
the hospitals In my area, so I can choose the hospital that will respect my own decision. I am a falthfilled 
Christian . I don't need someone else' s view of what God wants to decide how and when my life will end . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000025913

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 14, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·920k·bgtk 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Author ity 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-25669 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Judith Bailey 
Address:03813 
Email: jbailey@gilanet.com 

RIN 09456·ZA03 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

As a grandmother of two beloved transgender k ids, I am ve1y troubled by the idea of · moral exemptions" in 
the provision of healthcare . And as a woman, [ am very t roubled t hat I am still having to defend a woman's 
right to control her own body after all these years. As an American citizen, l oppose efforts on the part of 
government to discriminate AT All when it comes to providing basic services. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000027777

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 16, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·921s-9es0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 2 7525 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Nicola van Kuilenburg 
Address:21701 
Email: nvkuil.geo@gmail.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

As a parent of a transgender child I am very concerned about this proposal, My son has been subjected to 
horrific treatment by health care providers due to his gender Identity and this rule wlll only Increase the 
likelihood it happens again. Transgender children are very vulnerable and should be guaranteed access to 
medical care at all times, but particularly when in crisis. 

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 56 of 241



Exhibit 214

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 57 of 241



HHS Conscience Rule-000028521

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 15, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk2·921b·z4vc 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-28256 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name~Sal Baptist 
Address:08904 
Email: salana@gmail.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

My transgender teenager was suffering from depression and anxiety following a sexual assault from someone 
who had formerly been my child's best frfend for a decade. At one point, my teen ended up In the emergency 
room for suicidal ideation, whereupon almost eve1y nurse and doctor consistently used the wrong name and 
pronouns, despite us having informed them all of t he correct name and gender of my child, This despite 
studies having been recently released showing that transgender teens had much better mental health 
outcomes when supported in their transition, for example by using the preferred name and pronouns. 

This wasn't a slip~up, this was 48 hours of near constant refusal to practice good medicine. (Except for two 
amazing nursing students.) 

I don't know why these medical practitioners did t his. They didn't explain t heir biases to us. It wasn't even 
the cathollc hospltal In town. 

To my way of t hinking, though, if you take an oath to do no harm, and then you t hink your religion is telling 
you to do something which you know is harmful, whether by commission or omission, then you need to 
choose between your religion and your oath . And if you can't keep your oath, you shouldn' t be in the medical 
field. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000029190

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 15, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9214·yo86 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 28918 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Kimberly McDermott 
Address:98008 
Email: mcdermott.kim@gmail.com 

Submitter Information 

General Comment 

I am a physician and I take care of some transgender young people. I object to this rule because I fear It 
would Inhibit the ability of transgender youth to have equal access to medical care. They deserve the same 
access to care as any American, and if this rule passes a medical provider may refuse to provide them care if 
they choose. A provider 's religious belief should not trump the Hippocratic Oath t hat we all take. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000029393

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 15, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9212· 1Qea 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 29121 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Mark Blaho 
Address: 19104 
Email: mark.r.blaho@gmail .com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

I am a transgender person. I am at r isk of discrimination every time I go to a new doctor, or dentist, or 
clinic. Because I am a person, I have a right to have my health needs addressed without fear of prejudice. 
Many people mistakenly believe that interacting with me with basic respect is me "forcing my lifestyle on 
them" or that they are somehow complicit in "sin". This is preposterous because only ask that people give me 
the same respect as all others. 

This proposed rule could be used to excuse a doctor who refuses to t reat me. I f I am ever in a life
threatening situation, refusal of care could be deadly. The year I was bom, Tyra Hunter was murdered by the 
staff of DC General Hospital. She was in a car accident, and needed surgery and a blood transfusion. In t he 
inquiry, doctors noted that she would have had a 95% of survival if doctors had treated her. The staff of the 
hospital left her to bleed out In the waiting room because they t hought she •• specifically, her body .... was 
disgusting. I magine If you were me. Imagine t hat a doctor could look at your body and recoil In disgust, 
leavlng you to die from Internal bleeding. Does anyone deserve that? 

I am strongly against this rule being implemented. It will be used to shelter abhorrent behavior, and not 
provide substantial protection for religious liberties. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000029717

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 15, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, I k2·920z-qw6n 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 2944 0 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Anonymous Anonymous 

General Comment 

Please do not pass this proposed rule. This rule would negatively Impact my llfe and the ltves of mllllons of 
Amerlcans by potent laUy denying me access to healthcare because of something about myself t hat others do 
not like. That Is not only blatantly unconstltutlonal, It Is cruel and Immoral. I suffer from a chronic health 
condition and also happen to be gay. I receive Important treatments In an Infusion d lnlc and routinely see 
many doctors in service of keeping my health. The possibility that m y care could be impacted--leading to 
severe pain, inflammation, bleeding, and ultimately death--because someone's "conscience" thinks that I may 
be better off dead than treated like a human being is horrific. It is murder that this rule proposes and nothing 
more. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000029955

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 16, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No,lk2·921v-n6hy 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 296 78 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:John Vizard 

General Comment 

I llve In CT, and am a proud father to four adult chlld,en : a gay son, two hete'° sons and a hetero daughter. 
Along with my wife of 37 yea'5, we a,e a very happy and lovlng family, and perhaps equally lmpo,tant, we 
a, e all good citizens! 

Im writing in regards to the proposed Conscience regulation (published Jan. 26) t hat would prioritize 
individual physicians and other healt h care workers beliefs over access to critical care. 

The right to believe in a faith is understood here in America, the Land of The Free. But no-one should impose 
their faith's beliefs on t he lives of others - who also have the right to believe in who they are. The right to 
disetiminate is not acceptable tn America, and t he voting booths will be seeing that play out later this year, in 
2020 and beyond. 

Please reconsider this regulation ... and make clear that d iscrimination has no place in this country, especially 
In healthcare. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000030586

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 12, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk.2·91::S· bw?w 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-30075 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jennifer Stull 

General Comment 

My daughte, Is b'ansgende, and he, llfe Is akeady dlfflcult . She Is a human being please ,ecognlze he, as 
one. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000030768

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 11, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·91yk-aqfc 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
S ubmission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 3025 7 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Abby Feenst ra 
Address:84103 
Email: abbyfeenstra@gmail.com 
Organization: University of Utah 

Submitte r Information 

Ge neral Comment 

I first started taking birth control pills when I was In high school. My use of oral contraception made It 
possible for me to graduate high school, college, and a Master's degree program without having to worry 
about having a baby. Because I had unfettered access to birth control, I was able to exercise autonomy over 
my own body and make sure I had a strong educational and financial foundation from which to build better 
opportunities for any future children I may have. Additionally, because I had the choice to not start a family 
before I was ready, I am a productive and contribut ing member of society. I rurrently work as an educator 
myself and empower college students every day to make the most of their potential . If I had become a 
mother before I was ready, I would likely be existing off of a broken welfare system and not be the lmpactful, 
tax-paying citizen t hat I am . 

It Is abhorrent to me to think t hat, despite the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling that protects my right to 
my own body, a doctor or pharmactst could deny my access to birth control under this new rule. Doctors, 
pharmacists, and other health care workers should not be empowered to pick and choose who they believe is 
worthy of care. If a middle-aged woman with a wedding ring and two children in tow shows up at the grocery 
store pharmacy, could a pharmacJst argue that, due to their religious beliefs that sexual intercourse should 
not take place outside of marriage, that woman can have access to birth control whereas I , a young, single, 
childless woman, can not? Your rule claims to protect religious freedom but it really only protects 
discrimination. This is a disgusting example of government overreach and I need you to immediately scale 
back this rule. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000030882

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 10, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·91XZ·2d9t 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-30370 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jennifer Hofmann 
Address:97305 
Email: hofmann.jennifer@gmail .com 

General Comment 

Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights RIN 0945-ZAOJ 

Although proposed by the Department of Health and Human Services, t his proposal is not health, not human, 
nor a service. 

As a woman, l want to know l can go to * any"' doctor and receive any care l need. [f l were raped, I (and 
all women) deserve the dignity of "any~· physician offering access to an available options for removing 
unwanted seminal fluid and tissue. 

As a lesbian, I deserve the confidence that If my wife were gravely 111, that *any* doctor would put the 
Hippocratic Oath before their personal prefernnces. The Idea that a physician could deny care In life • 
threatening situations because they are squeamish or Intolerant Is unconscfonabte. 

This proposal disproportionat ely reduces medical opt ions for women and my neighbors who are lesbian, 
bisexual, gay, transgender, and intersex. It is blatant discrimination under the guise of religiosity. 

Furthermore, it doesn't stand up to scrutiny. Would we tolerate Christian Science doctors refusing to dispense 
medicine? No. Would we tolerate Buddhist monk surgeons refusing to touch t heir female patients? No. Would 
we tolerate Jewish doctors refusing to care for anyone not of their faith? Never. 

1f this proposal were written by real Christians, they'd be Inspired by a man who touched lepers and the 
unclean, women and the children alike to heal them. Instead, it's a whiny proposal by people feigning 
disetlmlnatlon. 

I roundly reject this proposal and hope its creators can find a shred of decency in their souls for people in 
need of compassion and medical care. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000033830

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 17, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No,lk2·922q-7y43 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 3 3 256 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Michael O'Connell 

General Comment 

Hello, 

I have a gay son whom I love very much and I am very upset that you want to legalize discrimination 
against him. 

My name is Michael O'Connell and I m from Sammamish, WA. I m writing in regards to the proposed 
Conscience regulation (published Jan. 26) t hat would prioritize individual physicians and other health care 
workers beliefs over access to critical care. 

I am a patriot, having served in the military to protect our constitutional rights for everyone . The right to 
hold personal beliefs is guaranteed, but not t he right to discriminate. 

Studies have shown that 56% of lesblan, gay, and bisexual patients and 70% of transgender patients have 
e:xperfenced discrimination from a healthcare provider. Denial or delay of treatment Is one of t he most 
harmful ways LGBTQ patients face discrimination and can lead to long -term health problems or even death. 
This regulations protections seek to sanctjon t hese denials. 

As proposed, this regulation contains no safeguards for ensuring that patients have access to legally available 
treatments like fertility t reatment, HIV prevention and treatment, and medically necessary transition-related 
care. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000035302

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 20, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·924e·tb7e 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 34 687 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Afexis Long 
Address:63701 
Email: poetfox@getmeoutofthis.net 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

As a transgender Individual, I have been refused Important treatment at local doctors. I have to drive for 2 
hours In order to receive basic medical care, because I cannot find a doctor who will help me In my town. 
Someday this very well might kill me if I need immediate, life-saving care. The ability for someone's 
"conscience" to decide whether I live or die is unfair, and horrifying, This rule is going to make my life worse . 
It is actively discriminating against me. I am strongly against it. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000035408

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 20, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9241·gx0i 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 34 784 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Afexandria Koontz 

General Comment 

1 write to oppose the proposed rule entitled Protecting Statutory C-0nsclence Rights In Health Care . This rule 
could encourage dlscrhnlnaUon against LGBT people and those seeking reproductive health cate, and It 
Inappropriately puts the personal bellefs of health care providers over the health care needs of patients. 

Myself and many of my community members struggle to afford healthcare as it is, even with full time jobs. 1 
live in a rural area and even if you do have health insurance, access to healthcare is very difficult. 1 do not 
see how my sexual orientation, religion, or other parts of me that one might disagree with at a personal level 
has anything to do with my right to receive healthcare . This regulation, whatever it's intentions, will give 
those who are discriminatory the ability to act on t his in a way that can harm the community and 
disproportionately provide support based on personal differences. I fear this will only furt her drive people 
apart. 

Access to health care Is a cr1tlcal problem for many people, and HHS should not be making the problem worse 
by Inviting health care Inst itutions and providers to turn people away based on rellgtous or moral reasons. 
Our nations largest health care agency should not be promot ing discrimination. I oppose t his proposed rule 
and urge HHS to withdraw it . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000052491

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 21, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·9258·XdQ9 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 51707 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:James Edward Heck 
Address:23224 
Email: nmbr1flyingace@yahoo.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

This proposed rule change Is dangerous and could be used to justify discrimination against people for all kinds 
of unacceptable reasons. As a transgender man, I could be denied basic healthcare, \vhether or not It relates 
to my status as trans person, simply because someone has an objection to t he way I dress or my choice to 
medically transition. This is no different from refusing care to someone because of their religion, race, or their 
status as a veteran, It is unethical and it would be unconstitutional. There is never a "good" reason to deny 
needed medical care, and care should never be based on basic individual characteristics such as gender 
expression or identity. Per the HHS website, "'It is the mission of the U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services (HHS) to enhance and protect the health and well-being of all Americans." If this is still true, then 
the creation of health disparities through rule changes such as that proposed, which would effectively limit 
access to care, Is antithetical to the HHS mission. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000054575

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·925p-8d8J 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5 37 71 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Kayley Whalen 

General Comment 

As a transgende, woman, I was dented b,east augmentation surgery by a surgeon In Washington, OC In 
2008. I was expllcltly told he wouldn't operate on me because I was transgender. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000054588

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk2·925p-4vys 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5 3784 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Marcy Sutton 

General Comment 

I am the mother of a LGBTQ adult and I must tell you I am going to fight every step until my dying breath to 
stop your hatred, dlscrfmlnatlon, lack of knowledge as well as unchristian behavlofS of tolerance. Your lack In 
compassion will be seen by all and one day your Ivory White towers will crumble In disgrace due to your 
bloody hands. My daughter was murdered 3 weeks after released from a hospital because of Incompetence 
and lack of concern due to such a denial t hat all people really do bleed t he same color. I work in medical field 
for many years and now you disgustingly create more of a hostile work environment. Thank you for nothing 
but more importantly you will carry the burden of how many lives you kill. Rest in HELL 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000054594

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·925p-3ar5 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5 3790 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Oebbie Nahhas 

General Comment 

My daughte, deserves t,eatment 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000055272

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, I k2·925v-xzli 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 544 3 2 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mlles Molerio 

General Comment 

As a transgender Individual I could be denied healthcare services that I desperately need If a healthcare 
provider choses to discriminate against me. 

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 88 of 241



Exhibit 230

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 89 of 241



HHS Conscience Rule-000055280

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·925v-h45e 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 544 39 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Priscilla Cortez 

General Comment 

As a queer woman needing care, healthcarn d iscrimination Is something that wlll affect me and my partner' 
tremendously. We aJ'e also seeking to build a famUy of our own, and If this pushes thJ'ough, I'm afraid that 
our effor ts might be dampened. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000055322

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 

Tracking No, I k2·925w-znmv 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
S ubmission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018 -0002· 544 81 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018 -01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Beth Wrobel 

General Comment 

I have a transgender child and I really worry about future policies that could affect he.r access to health 
services. Everyone, especlalfy regarding health car<e, should be served no matter who they are. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000055326

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk2·925w-xwh3 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 544 85 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Reverend Joseph Shore-Goss 

General Comment 

As an openly gay minister llvlng with AIDS this new rule Is very scary for I could be denied service by any 
one who feels their bellefs do not agree with the way I llve out mine. This could cause a posslble d isruption In 
the care and medication I require to stay a llve. Even just a short interruption In my medicine could be 
devastating to the point of death. This rule puts myself and many others at unnecessary risk. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000055347

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 22, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·925w· 7k8n 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 54 505 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carl Knorr 

General Comment 

Because I am gay and llve In a rural area, my son (who Is not gay) and I have been refused healthcare by 
our local cllnlc. As a result, we have been forced to seek a physician In another town rather than receive 
treatment from our local provider. This Is simply wrong. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000056864

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·926f-sdo9 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5583 3 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Amy Phillips 

General Comment 

1 require hormones that I would/can loose Ir this Is put Into law! As, I'm Transgende, and I'm also a very 
brlttle type 1 diabetic. That 1 wlll ahvays need constant care foJ' for llfe also! So, for me to not being able to 
access healthcare. Would be an absolute death sentence too me! So, If this Is a free country ! Don't slngle me 
out as a non Important part of society . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000056996

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·926f-cnpa 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-55944 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Cedlia Cox 

General Comment 

1 work for an organization that provides medlcal care for transgender Individuals. Many of t hem have Ignored 
their own well-being and thetr health has suffered because they \'Jere afraid to go to a doctor. Or, they did 
go, but were discriminated against. They are terrified over care that most people take for granted. The 
proposed HHS changes wlll only exacerbate t hls problem, which could create a burden on the public health 
system when people are in crisis and are forced to seek emergency help. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057188

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·926h·68om 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 56119 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:AI Ml chael Gallucci 

General Comment 

My transgender child Just received her Master's Degree In Chemical Engineering and Is looking to dedicate 
her llfe to medlcal , esearch. I s this the type of person you would want to deny medical benefits to? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057215

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·926h-eh6q 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5614 6 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Noah Coleman 
Email: noahcoleman@gmail .com 

General Comment 

The effort to provide exemptions for patient protections Is dangerously misguided. 

Please consider what If any medical provider complaints t here are feeling .. forced" to treat people that they 
don't wish to t reat compared to those patients who deserve to be t reated but who can't be. 

I live in a more rural area of t he country and worrying about disclosing m y sexual preference shouldn't be a 
concern in trying to obtain health care. I can't imagine what it must be like for a transgender person. Can 
you? 

Faith Is personal and thus, one should not take on the study and practice of medical care If 01,e Is compelled 
only by faith that eschews exclusiv ity and Judgment. 

A mature society fashions protections for those who are marglnallzed, not for t hose who have a choice In 
what they wish to practice. 

Access to healthcare should not be at the cost of a practitioners faith, but rather on need . 

Thank you, 

Noah Colem an 
State College, PA 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057309

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9261 ·car3 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-56234 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Brennan Suen 

General Comment 

I am a gay man taking PrEP (Truvada) to prevent myself from HIV/AIDS and can tell you that dealing with 
health care whlle LGBT Is not easy. I have had health care providers shame me away from protective 
measures like PrEP and make me feel uncomfortable, but I am one of the lucky ones. I have great Insurance 
and a network of LGBT friends who were able to help me get a Friendly provider, and I have the time and 
space to spend on it (including sick time off at work). It took me t hree months to get into an LGBT-friendly 
clinic in Washington, DC, one of the most LGBT friendly cities in t he country. But not everyone has the 
privilege of waiting three months; not everyone has a workplace like mine; not everyone has insurance like 
mine; and not everyone has a network of LGBT friends who could help me find a provider. These problems 
compound for t ransgender members of the community, particularly t hose who live in rural or conservative 
places. These are our lives and health at risk, and we have every right to the same health care as the rest of 
the world. What is so wrong with treating us? Why are you so afraid of us? You are seeking a solution to a 
non-existent problem and risking lives for It. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057477

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9261 ·xall 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-56385 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carlee Jensen 

General Comment 

1 am a teacher, a queer woman, and a person or faith. I find It morally reprehensible that HHS would pennlt 
medical P'°fesslonals to deny app'°prlate and compassionate care to any person, regardless of their Identity 
or circumstances. To work In the caring professions demands humlllty; regardless of their specific position, 
people who enter these professions are morally obligated to suspend judgement of those who reach out to 
them in need, and to recognize that they do not - cannot - know the minds of others or the range of their 
formative experiences. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057785

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·926j-g3ar 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-56666 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Lisa Bennek 

General Comment 

My daughter Is b'ansgender and no chlld choose thts It Is who they are and I love her. No person can truly 
understand to this effects thei r own family. Ever person In the world deserves good heath care especlally my 
daughter she Is a brave, smart and beautlf-ul child. He being b'ansgender was hard for me at first as It Is for 
all parents but I see how happy she Is being herself and I love her even moJ'e for her courage and bravery to 
be who she is. We need not to judge but support and provide the be.st possible love, guidance and healthcare 
to ensure they grow up to be the great individuals t hey are. Please do not take away her healthcare because 
you don' t understand who she is. She is a wonderful person . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057844

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·926J ·ntg0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 56 7 25 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Elias Lawliet 

General Comment 

When I heard t hat t he HHS department was allowlng discrimination against transgender people by healthcare 
p'°vlders, I was both shocked and appalled. Regardless of whether or not one agrees with the existence of 
transgender people, we do exist. When providers are empowered and emboldened by t he government which 
Is supposed to represent, serve, and protect us, we become disposable citizens. 

If a doctor can refuse to treat me, then I know I will be at my most vulnerable in emergency medicine 
situations. I already have providers who I can go to to manage m y health, however, if I am in an auto 
accident or some other dire situation, I can not know or guarantee that the medics will help me, or t hat once 
I arrive at the hospital, the doctors will help me. American citizens like myself have died because of the 
prejudice, and shall do so again if this rule is put Into action. 

I am a 31 year old transgender man. I am politically active, and I am a scholar at a top university. I pay my 
taxes. There Is no reason whatsoever t hat my health and wellbeing should be Ignored or compromised simply 
because a doctor can say t hat my life Is not worth saving. If this Is passed, I w111 no longer feel safe travellng 
the 1700 mlles between my home and where my family lives. My famlly Is poor and can't afford to come see 
me. Effectively, I will be cut off from my loved ones for fear of what might happen to me in transit . 

However, I recognize that I am privileged ... t hose who will be most effected are those who are already less 
likely to get adequate medical care . Trans women, especially black trans women, are subj ect to violence and 
discrimination at the doctor's office very regularly. Both the 2012 National Transgender Discrimination Survey 
and the 2015 United States Transgender Survey support this empirically. Make no mistake, this regulation 
will result in t he deaths of Americans. Some of these deaths will be the result of emergency medicine and split 
second decisions. Others will result from a culture of hostility bolstered by your regulation. Transgender 
people will not go to see a doctor If t hey are made to feel unwelcomed or endangered. This will result In 
negative health outcomes that will worsen over time. 

The HHS is responsible for protecting ALL Americans, not j ust t he Americans with the right bodies or genders. 
It is deeply shameful that the HHS has even considered such a discr iminatory and disgusting regulation. 

Sincerely, 
Elias A. Lawliet 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000057855

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 23, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·926j -sOOo 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 56 7 36 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Jacque Borel 

General Comment 

As a healthcare professional myself, as well as a marrted gay man, father, and grandfather, allow Ing health 
P'°fesslonals to dlsregud their practice oaths and refuse to treat people because they do not share the same 
rellgtous beliefs ts beyond abhorrent. I f these '*professionals" cannot bring themselves to serve t hose In need 
wit h their talents and skills, t hey need to find another line of wo,'k. None of us agree with everyone we treat 
and/or serve. This is dangerous pe1version of the First Amendment. I t will cause real harm to those who are 
most vulnerable. This administration should be ashamed to even propose to allow it to happen. Stop this 
madness now! 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000059058

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 24, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, I k2·9270-vrad 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
S ubmission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002· 5 7883 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mary Silva 

General Comment 

Dear Madam, Sir, 

My name Is Mary Sliva, a born lesbian. Im from Port Chester', NY, born In a ver'y cathollc envlrnnment, 
studied In a boarding nun school, Companla de Marfa In Santiago de Compostela, Spain and later graduated 
from PACE University in New York . Im writing in regards to the proposed Conscience regulation (published 
Jan . 26) that would prioritize individual physicians and other health care workers beliefs over access to critical 
care. 

Please put yourselves in our shoes and have sympathy for this critical situation and remember we are 
someone's daughter/son, sibling, grandchild, niece/nephew, aunt/uncle, fr'iend . 

Studies have shown that 56% of lesbian, gay, and bisexual patients and 70% of transgender patients have 
experienced discrimination from a healthcare provider. Oenlal or delay of treatment Is one of t he most 
hannful ways LGBTQ patients face dlscrlmlnatlon and can lead to long •term health problems Or' even death. 
This regulations protections seek to sanction t hese denlals. 

As proposed, this regulation contains no safeguards for ensuring that patients have access to legally available 
treatments like fertility t reatment, HIV prevention and treatment, and medically necessary transition-related 
care. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000065789

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928c-ymt8 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-644 7 3 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jane Cornelius 

General Comment 

This proposed rule change Is dangerous and could be used to justify discrimination against people for all kinds 
of unacceptable ,easons. My son Is transgender and It scares me to think t hat his health could suffer, legally, 
because of thts new rule. 
Such action would be unethlcal and unconstitutional. As the HHS website states, "It Is the mission of the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) to enhance and protect t he health and well-being of all 
Americans." If this is still true, then the creation of health disparities through rule changes such as t hat 
proposed, which would effectively limit access to care, is antithetical to the HHS mission. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066141

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928e-f6oy 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002·64 7 36 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Bonnie Burke 

General Comment 

1 am a Court Appointed Spectal Advocate foJ' local foster youth, and have been woJ'klng foJ' yeaJ's to help 
them have access to the Transgender healthcare they have needed so urgently. I believe that they would not 
have survived this long without access to these resources. Please do not take this away from our most 
vulnerable youth! 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066168

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928e-g37m 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-64 75 7 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Elisa Greco 

General Comment 

Almost all the cllnlcs In our small rural area have very swlf .. proclalmed chrlstlan employees. Years ago when I 
was pregnant at a late age, I wanted to discuss all my options \vlth them. They put me off, beat around the 
bush, mostly on the abortion optJon, kept not calling me back, et, etc. When, after a while, I had a 
miscarr iage and they finally took my panicked call, they said, "oh, we thought you might have a miscarriage" 
REALLY! And why did you refuse to tell me that! Rotten bast ids! 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066293

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No,lk2·928f-64 1p 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-64850 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Eve Oartley 

General Comment 

As a queer teenager, I do not look forward to being denied proper care merely because of who I choose to 
love. Doctors and healthcare providers have a r ight to belleve whatever they choose, but their j ob Is to 
provide medlcal assistance, regardless of who they are. They are more t han capable of putting rellglous 
beliefs aside to do their job, and if not, perhaps they are In the wrong profession. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066464

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928f-f08r 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-64 97 2 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Phlllip Bernhardt-House 

General Comment 

As a gender·dlvel'se queer person who Is also struggling with several chronic Illnesses ( lncludlng type I 
diabetes and asthma), I've needed medlcal cas'e for most of my life . I've had complicatlons that follow from 
diabetes on several occasions previously, and when seeking medlcal treatment, I've been subjected to .. for 
example--a podiatrist telllng me unprompted why members of t he LGBTQQIA+ communities as'e · unnatural" 
and should not be allowed to "practice their lifestyles" while I was numbed up and receiving treatment on my 
feet . What might this doctor have said or done if he actually knew about m y own identities? I have several 
friends who have been refused treatment, including in emergencies, due to their gender identities or sexual 
orientations in certain states. This is not remotely just, and is not what medical professionals have taken an 
oath to do (even though t he Hippocratic Oath is not considered legally binding, I realize). This opens up some 
very disturl:>ing possibilities, induding refusal of medical services to those of different religions, especially if 
those other religions do not sham the same viewpoints on gender or sexual orientat ion which a particular 
doctor or medical provider's has. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066474

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928f-fplf 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-64978 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Malinda Lewis 

General Comment 

As a trans woman I have already experienced a bit of a lower dass treatment. Though I am no different a 
god Then those who decide to dlsctlmlnate. I believe In Karma every time I am abused In anyway good 
things come my way. After no good deed goes unpunished:-) of course. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066529

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928f·yks0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65021 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carol Fletcher 

General Comment 

My son Is an LGBT person. I want him to receive care just as any other member of my famlly would. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066537

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, I k2·928f-9zux 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65026 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carole Plourde 

General Comment 

My daughter Is a lesbian and my b(Other Is a gay man and they both pay taxes. To discriminate against any 
citizen Is w'°ng . To treat them as second dass citizens Is w'°ng . To deny them app'°pr late health care 
because of religious bellefs Is wrong. I pay taxes and often my tax dollars go to religious Institutions t hat I do 
not support and abstinence programs that I consider downright dangerous and heartless . No one has t he 
right to discriminate in t his country per iod . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066557

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928f·Sks6 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65034 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Harper Ciha 

General Comment 

1 experience a lot of shaming associated with healthcare discrimination . My privacy feels consistently violated 
because so many people adhere to the flct lonal trans narrative that gender affirmation surgery (GAS) Is 
something that Is easy to obtain and that many trans people have the resources to get GAS. It's not true, so 
many trans p,eopte are out there fighting for t heir sanity and lives dally because we are still defined by our 
fight for surgery. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066574

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928f-aq7y 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65046 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Kris Johnson 

General Comment 

1 am an actJve duty, transgender, Airman stationed on Okinawa. When I PCS'd, the only Internist on the 
entire base refused to treat me due to her religious bellefs. Thankfully one of the Famlly Practice doctors had 
no Issue but didn't have a lot of experience either. This often led to telephone consults to the US with a 
doctor who had no Idea who I was. It was really sad too because I had a great Internist at my previous duty 
station in northern Japan who had no issues starting me on hormones & learning everything she needed to 
learn to competently treat both my spouse & [. She said treating diabetics was harder than managing FTM 
hormones. I raised my r ight hand to give my life for my country . Shouldn't a doctor who wears the same 
uniform support ALL Airmen? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066595

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-81f8 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65061 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Bob Wood 

General Comment 

As the father of a recently deceased LGBTQ son I am appalled at t he efforts by the current ad min . and other 
Conservatives groups to undermine what I consider to be a Constltutlonal rfght . I flnnly belleve that our 
son's llfe was cut short partially by the attitude of those who apparently Do Not belleve that AJI Men Are 
Created equal. That affected his self ~esteem and thus his personal health ·care. Religion and moral beliefs are 
secondary to t he Constitut ion, Bill Of Rights, OecJaration of Independence and other foundations of our 
democracy. Stick to the law!I!! ! 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066734

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk2·928g-xv4x 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-65176 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Kit Golan 

General Comment 

As a trans mal'1 with a vagina and uterus, I need regular gynecologlcal care. However, when I 11st .. male" on 
my Insurance, I get denied. I'm already Invisible. The govemment souls be helplng me gatn access to MORE 
care, to better care. This blll wlll only serve to make It harder for transgender people like myself to access 
adequate health care. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066808

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928g-3zk8 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-65 24 5 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Becky Hawkins 

General Comment 

As part of Portland's LGBT community, many of my friends moved here In order to llve In relative safety. with 
access to trans·frlendly healthcare. When people hear "transgender healthcare" they tend to think of 
hormone replacement therapy or surgery, but trans people also go to the doctor for things like allergy shots, 
traffic accidents, and sports Injuries. I n a polltJcal climate where baking a cake or processing a marriage 
license is considered a "threat to religious freedom," I dread what would happen if a loved one got in an 
accident and ended up in the hands of an EMT or doctor who feels unable to perform their duties for LGBTQ 
people. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066850

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-p2uq 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65282 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Angie McGee 

General Comment 

My slste, Is transgender and I already worry dally about the challenges•·and discrlmlnatlon•·that she will 
face. If thts rule goes Into effect, It wlll give potentlally ltfe •savlng medical pe,sonnel the authortty to decide 
who gets to llve and who should die. It Is appalling to think that I could lose my stste, one day, all because 
they personally do not agree with my sister's gender Identity and exp,esslon. Wo,se, that It would be legal 
for them to let her die. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000066993

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-q09e 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65403 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carrte-Meghan Quick-Blanco 

General Comment 

Living In a , ural a,ea Is hard enough fo, ANYONE to gah, access to ca,e without the government lettlng 
healthcare provtde,s clalm rellglous exemption for any ,eason they want. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067037

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-m6g6 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65444 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Elizabeth Moore 

General Comment 

Many of my providers are well meaning but slmply not knowledgeable about basic queer health Issues. For 
example, at t imes when I've showed up at my doctor's office I've gotten a lecture about not being on birth 
control and unwanted pregnancies. Providers have also angrlly asked .. how I'm sure" that I'm not pregnant. 
Their assumptions about my body and what I'm doing with It are harmful when the provider acts as though I 
must be lying, or feels embarrassed about not consider ing that I might actually not be heteronormative and 
takes it out on me. These comments have at t imes caused me to avoid medical care. For my openly t rans 
friends and loved one, these hostilities can be even more damaging. Trans people have already died because 
medical providers didn't want to administer emergency care. We don't need to go back to a time when that 
was a lingering, ever present fear. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067068

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928g-2rge 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-654 7 2 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Michael Andersen 

General Comment 

First, I am t,ansgender. Until recentJy, there has not been a lot of effort or research Into the area of 
transgender health . Currently, it remains very difficult to locate a provider who Is knowledgeable enough 
about the various processes Involved to receive treatment. Contrary to general publlc knowledge and bellef, 
as exemplified In Ricky Gervais' "Humanity", there Is a lot more Involved t hat ripping off the genltals and 
creating a hole. First, it is important to dispel the myth that this is a choice. It is not a choice, it is a 
biological medical condition amenable to t reatment. Please see the Endocrine Society treatment guidelines, 
available here: https ://www.endocrine.org/guidelines-and-clinical-practice/clinical-practice-guidelines/gender
dysphoria-gender-incongruence for more information. See also the World Professional Association for 
Transgender Health ("WPATH") Standards of care, available here: http://www.wpath.org/site_page.cfm? 
pk,_associatlon_webpage_menu= 1351&pk,_association_webpage=4655. As a medical condition, it deserves 
treatment. It is essential to get proper care for this, like any other, medical condition. Transgender Individuals 
already face a mountain of obstades. The transgender community has a suicide rate of about ten (10) times 
the adult national average. The unemployment statistics for the transgender community are equally 
desperate. Transgender lndlvlduals also face great difficulty with housing. See Grant JM, Mottet LA, Tanis J, 
Harrison J, Herman J, Kelsllng M. I njustice at every tum: a report of the National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey. Nat ional Center for Transgender Equality and National Gay and Lesbian Ta.sk Force; 2011. The 
murder rate of t ransgender people versus t he general population is likewise substantially elevated, see http:// 
www.oas.org/ en/iachr/media_center/PRelease.s/2013/060 .asp. Further in the realm of health coverage, it has 
been demonstrated t hat allowing coverage for transgender people does not have a substantial impact on the 
costs of large group plans. See 2 .Herman JL. Cost s and Benefits of Providing Transition-related Health Care 
Coverage in Employee Health Benefits Plans: Findings from a Survey of Employers. eScholarship. 2013 Sep I 
and the RAND study available at https ://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1530.htmt regarding the 
cost of transgender Individuals in the U.S. military. Most States still allow Insurance companies and employers 
to Include blanket denial of coverage for transgender related services. In short, the Transgender community 
already faces systemic discrimination in the realms of health Insurance, ernployme11t, and housing . In part as 
a result of deep societal misconcept ions about t he nature of the condition. This is readily apparent when 
looking at the high murder rates, suicide rates, unemployment rates, and homeless rates of transgender 
people versus the general population. This proposed regulation legitimizes and increases the discrimination 
against this already marginalized section of t he American population; it is disgusting and uncalled for. I am 
firmly against this proposal. I n short, being t ransgender i.s a bona Fide medical condition, requiring very 
specific treatment regimen. Allowing medical professionals to deny service furthers and legitimizes the. already 
systemic discrimination. Lastly, I believe t hat this regulation is unconstitutional. The religiouS/moral 
exception cannot be exercised where there is a legitimate state interest to the contrary. The State has a 
legitimate interest in the safety and wellbeing of Its citizens. I believe t his proposal violates my r ights under 
equal protection as well because it appears plain that the target of t his rule Is already marginalized groups, 
such as mine. As an example, If I, once I complete transition, were to go to a doctor and explain that as a 
female I was concerned about prostate cancer and reque.st a screening, I could face a substantial likelihood of 
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denial of service because I am transgender. If a cisgender male were to walk into the same clinic with the 
same concern, it is unlikely anyone would exercise this right. The same applies to the entirety of the LGBT 
community. This proposed legislations in blatantly intended to discriminate, and it hits its mark perfectly. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067073

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-ze2d 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-654 76 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Cori Hander 

General Comment 

1 cannot hide the fact that I am gay from a medlcal provider. When they ask questions about my medical 
history, I have to share t hat lnformatlon--espedally when It might be relevant to a health problem. But given 
this, every time I go In for a routine checkup, I could be subjecting myself to discrimination . I f doctors can 
refuse me care that they provide to other people, then I would not be able to get care when I get sick. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067094

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-zxdz 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65494 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Hayden Thomas 

General Comment 

I'm a closeted trans man. I've Identified as trans for half a decade now, but fear of violence and 
discrimination has prevented me from coming out. This fear Is so pervasive that It has prevented me from 
getting medlcal care t hat I need, both physlcal and mental , because there Is nothing legally protecting me 
from discrimination. The United States has demonstrated time and time again that they would rather have 
trans people suffer and even die from easily t reatable conditions and ailments. If you believe any part in the 
idea that the US is a place of freedom and equality, and t hat everyone is guaranteed the right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, then it is a moral obligation to supp.art t ransgender people and their right to 
healthcare. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067095

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928g-lgbm 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65495 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jessica Teller 

General Comment 

As a els queer woman, I have faced enonnous struggles In getting t he healthcare I need from docto,s who 
have even the best of Intentions -- I don·t believe anyone should face addltfonal unfalt & dlscrlmlnatory 
hurdles to receive ca,e, and medical professionals should not be exempt from their duty of care based on 
their personal beliefs. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067149

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928g-lo8x 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65538 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:carly Manes 

General Comment 

As a woman needing dlffe,ent types of ,eproductlve health care throughout my life, health care discrimination 
could Impact me by a doctors unwllllngness to provide the care I need because they don't belleve I have a 
rfght to make decisions about my own body. This could be dental of abort ion care or family planning services. 
No one has the tight to deny me health care because they don't like what I choose for myself. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067154

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-ovfl 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-6554 3 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Angela Brtidgman 

General Comment 

1 am a transgender woman who was not onl·y refused gendet•conRrmlng treatment I had begun In another 
state, but was se'Xually assaulted In the same vlslt ... by a docto, who then had t he nerve to clatm mo,al 
objection to treating me. I had moved, In 1997, to Louis ville, KY fr:om the Lehigh Valley In Pennsylvanla. I 
had begun hormone therapy pertinent to gender confirming treatment, ultimately leading to final surgety In 
2002, in Bangkok, Thailand. But, in 19971 I went to the U of Louisville Endocrinology Department ... to 
continue treatment for hormone therapy I had already begun. Not only was I denied service, but was in fact 
sexually assaulted first, THEN denied treatment. And the doctor who did t his had the NERVE to cJaim .. moral/ 
religious obj ection" to treating me •.. AFTER he had sexually assaulted me. This occurrence is a matter of 
public record, I reported the incident when it occurred, to the Jefferson County Medical Review Board, and 
attended a hearing ... at which I watched t his doctor get a mere slap on the wrist. I am sorry, but NO 
DOCTOR has al'1y business with his hand up the sl<Jrt of a patient he knows full well he has no Intention to 
treat! The history is here. This stuff happens to us. And If Trump greenllghts It ... It will become more common. 
What occurred to me has haunted me for two decades, and Irrevocably hanned me In many ways ... for which 
I can never obtain Justlce ... and no amount of money would make r lght ... what was done to me anyway. I was 
sexually assaulted, my dignity stripped from me, and care denied me ... ln the name of a doctor·s "moral 
convictions" when those same "moral convictions" did not stop him from sexually assaulting me! Regardless 
of the wording or intent of t his sort of edict, we in t he transgender community know precisely how it will be 
applied. It will be applied to deny us not only gender-confirming care, but even basic routine care that would 
be provided to any other person. We expect and demand our government to affirm and acknowledge t hat our 
lives, and our dignity, and our care ... are every bit as precious •.. and every bit as valuable ... as any non
transgender citizen of this country! And this outrage simply needs to be stopped in its tracks. To this day, I 
cannot even see a new doctor without fear and dread that I will be mistreated and assaulted. Just last year, I 
was forced to cha1lge doctors, thanks to lnsurance ... f'rom the doctor I trusted ... and I went to another of my 
doctors, UTERAUY I N TEARS ... begglng her to help me find a doctor I could actually trust. In t his t ime, when 
people are routinely forced by Insurance companies ... to sever relatlonshtps with healthcare providers they 
TRUST ... and see ones they do not even know ... for t hose of us who have experienced what I did ... this is very 
traumatic ... even without t his proposed new regulation ... which can only further harm my community. With no 
protections in place for people like me who experience what I did, and no avenue for justice available when 
and if such occurs ..• this proposal must not be adopted. We are citizens too, and we expect our government to 
protect us, our rights, and our rights to healthcare ... and to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness .. . such is 
our birthright as Americans. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067434

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No,lk2·928h· lmlc 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-65 7 76 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Hannah Howard 

General Comment 

As a woman and a queer person, I should not be diSC(lmtnated against because of my Identity. All people 
deserve health care that Is understanding, kind, and Informed. Doctors take a pledge to do no ham1 and t his 
proposed change would do Incredible harm. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067206

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-8x9n 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65584 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Amy Cotton 

General Comment 

My female part ner has survived bJ'east cancer. I want to be certain that In the future, should she need care 
for restdual or new cancer related Issues, wlll will get qualit y, compassionate caJ'e that respects her. Or, 
should I ever need ca, e for a serious condition, I hope doctors would respect me and provide the highest 
quallty care without regaJ'd to my sexual orientation. Additionally, I would expect the medical professionals 
who care For us also respect our relat ionship to one another, as loving partners and caregivers for each other. 
I also currently use birth control and may one day plan to become pregnant. A health provider should not 
have the r ight to interfere in m y ability to use hormonal contracept ion or in any other pregnancy related 
decision I may one day need to make. As a queer Jewish woman, I respect another person·s right to hold 
their own personal, moral beliefs. But a health provider's personal beliefs should not determine t he type of 
care a patient receives. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067233

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-onkl 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65608 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Evan cas.s 

General Comment 

1 am a transgender man. If a physician refuses to treat, say, my broken arm on the basis of rellglous 
freedom, I wlll be dented medically necessary care slmpty for who I am. I should not fear seeking basic or 
emergency medical care because medical providers are entitled to discriminate against me. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067262

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-hk.rg 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65634 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Aurora Adams 

General Comment 

As a transgende, woman I have been denied treatment because of my Identity. I almost died because of it . 
Life matters. My Ufe matters. Every slngle life matte,s. Since the,e a,e few health care providers who are 
already educated, It Is their duty to provide health care. It Is there duty to not do harm. Whether by action 
or Inaction they must not do harm 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067273

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928g-3922 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-6564 3 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jeannette Page 

General Comment 

As a queer person, I al,eady face potential discrimination from health ca,e p,ovlde,s, and get asked 
k t efevant or Ignorant questions once I share that I'm not straight. All LGBTQ people deseNe quality health 
care free from bias and dlsc, lmtnatlon. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067290

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-qzt8 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65660 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mlmi Micner 

General Comment 

As a queer woman, I rnly on healthca,e like all human beings. A doctor has an obligation by oath to give care 
to all people, Including me . This ls not only cruel and Inhuman, but It goes against medlcal ethics. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067291

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928g-xgoa 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65661 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Oebreita Taylor 

General Comment 

As a woman of color' t hat Identifies as queer' I am afraid that J'aclsm, blgotf'y and homophobia wlll gr'eatly 
restrict and diminish the quality of my health caJ'e should the so•called ·J'ellglous or moral" discrimination be 
given to U.S. health caJ'e professlonals. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067439

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h·808! 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018 -0002-65 781 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018 -01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:marit pollei 

General Comment 

I am blsexual, and thus far I've been extremely lucky to have had both supportive famlly and mostly 
supportive medlcal care- although If -you asked most of my medical care team through t he years, t he majority 
would have had no Idea I was bl because I didn't feel comfortable bringing It up. I told my therapist I was bf, 
and she d ismissed that as a concern by saying 'oh, but this Is callfornla, and anyway, you're married to a 
man.' sure. erasure of a big part of myself isn't any big deal, r ight? st ill, small potatos compared to what i've 
experienced on t he provider side as an EMT. i've seen patients already under observation for suicidal ideation 
be misgendered, even after being corrected. i 've heard patients be told that it doesn't matter if their 
girlfriend had sex with some guy, it's not like women-only sex is r isky in t he same way. i've watched as 
estranged family have been able to wrest care away from loved ones despite legal, signed POLSTs and DNRs. 
I've had patients being treated for simple mechanical Injuries be brought to tears because they saw my pin (a 
rebel alliance starbird on a bi pride flag) and were so happy that they didn't have to watch their words or 
actions. I used to be closed•off about talking with patients about Incidental things (oh, you have the same dog 
as my ex~glrlMend! I love boxers!) because I was worried about professtonallsm and negative reactions. but 
I've seen enough t imes where that has dearly helped my patients that I changed my mind, and no longer 
self-edit . stlll can't donate blood, though- and t hat affects everyone. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067473

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928h· 2ox0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65808 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Barbara Penzner 

General Comment 

1 am a rabbi. I have known and worked with gay, lesbian, and transgender Individuals for forty•flve years. I 
know people who have not had access to doctors, who have been denied access to visit Ill partners, and who 
are afraid to go to a doctor for fear of rejection or worse. They are people, after all . Human beings In need of 
care. Doctors swear an oath: first do no harm. Isn't that the standard we should expect from all health care 
providers? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067486

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928h·C4Jj 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-65819 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Oale Melchert 

General Comment 

To whom It may concern, I am a transgender and queer person. I have faced obstacles to receiving 
respectful health care when I began to transition. I regularly must explatn health care profe.sslonats why my 
medlcal records have the gender marker "f" when I present as a man. This results In regular mlsgenderlng 
(using the wrong t itles and pronouns). Even well meaning professionals say hlghly offensive things such as 
commenting on my appearance. Doctor's have asked me voyeuristic questions about what surgeries I have 
or haven't had that are not relevant to what i"m being treated for such as asthma. As it is, there is so much 
misunderstanding and lack of basic competence to t reat transgender people with dignity in health care 
settings. Furthermore, transgender people often rely heavily on health care in order to affirm our gender 
identities-- indeed such care is ohen life saving. Without having t rans-affirming health care providers many 
trans people must seek dangerous b"eatment t hat is unregulated and unauthorized . This leads to their 
criminalization simply for attempting to receive llfe saving care. This law Is plainly a license to discriminate. 
There Is no legitimate reason for its creation. I f it Is adopted it will undoubtedly cost human lives. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067518

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h-zp2e 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65846 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jane Doe 

General Comment 

As a queer woman, I know how terrible It feels to be seen by docto'5 that do not afffrm my Identity or 
healthcMe needs. I have had doctors make assumptions about me, ask offensive quesUons, and not 
understand my rep(Oductlve health needs. This contdbutes to health-related anxiety and makes me reluctant 
to seek medical help.Everyone, regardless of gender and/or sexual orientation, deserves comprehensive, 
thorough, and affirmative healthcare that fits t heir needs . I strongly oppose the proposed regulation. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067534

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h·60r6 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65860 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitter Information 

Name~Sojoumer Davidson 

General Comment 

As a trans and queer lndlvldual I have received biased care based on my se)(uality and gender Identity. I was 
asked lnappropdate questions and told that my gender and sexual Identity was Invalid and was j ust a phase 
or a mental Illness. This Interaction caused me great destrest; as a result I had a seizure not much later In 
the day . The legislation you propose would make practices and behaviors llke t his far more wide spread and 
welcome. I ask you not to adopt this policy for the well -being of LGBTQ+ people and their loved ones in 
every state. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067542

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h-qd73 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65868 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Katrina Martin 

General Comment 

ThankfuUy, I have not yet experienced dlscrtmlnatlon of this kind. But as a queer woman, It outrages me that 
I, along with my fellow friends and famlly In the gay community, could be denied health care, a baste human 
rtght. Please stop the moraljrellglous exemption rule 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067655

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h-n878 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-65966 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mllo Alfarero 

General Comment 

Healthcare discrtmlnatlon Is a very real fear that I fear could happen to me because I have experienced small 
Instances In the past because of my gender Identity. Bring nonblnary would prevent me from receiving holistic 
care from healthcare providers under 'rellglous exemption' from receiving care. Too many trans people have 
already died because t he conversation has did not occur and now you have a duty to set the expectations 
clearly For healthcare providers. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067778

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928h·f7u7 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-66068 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Yvonne Datta 

General Comment 

My daughter Is gender queer. I need her to be able to receive the care she needs. As a physician, I have had 
several transgender patients tell me about how other physicians treated them badly. We need to ensure j ust 
and equltable healthcal"e. No health care provider should be able to automatically tum someone away For " 
moral " reasons. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067786

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928h·4C14 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-66076 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mlkayla Bourque 

General Comment 

As a transgende, patient when I ftfst came out to my primary docto, I had to fight because my medical 
,ecords was not changed, even afte, both my fede,al passport and drivers llnseed by adoption this , ellglous 
ff'eedom you are making It easle, for doctors to refuse service which Is against both the oath nurses take to 
do no more harm and the doctors oaths . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000067845

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928h-stnh 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-66128 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Melanie Martin-Peele 

General Comment 

As a queer ds·gendered woman, I have experienced discrimination and poor quality care when I have been 
seen by biased providers. Laws like this one will only allow such unethtcal and Immoral t, eatment of patients 
to continue, and It Is not In the splrtt of our the founders of our country. This law cannot be allowed to pass. 
In addition, I am a Licensed Profes.slonal Counselor, working for a Nationally-Based c.athollc Hospital system. 
The vast majority of my patients are poor, people of color, living in an urban environment. My LGBQ, t rans, 
and women patients have told me countless stories of discriminatory behavior by medical providers - up to 
and including sexual assault. Passing this law would only give any perception t hat this type of behavior is 
acceptable. It is not . It is un-American. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071280

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928k·Jstn 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-6 7 700 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:Alison Derringer 

General Comment 

As a queer woman, I have been treated dlfferentl'y by medical providers . I have had doctors ask Invasive 
questions about my sex llfe, experfence with sexual trauma, and have also not been provided accurate 
Information regarding how to prevent and treat sexually transmitted diseases. Now, as the partner of a 
transman and the mother of two children, I regularly have to ansYJer questions about our use of a sperm 
donor, current birth control methods, etc. I have had so many doctors ask invasive questions about our 
family that I now simply say my husband has been "sterile since birth, .. rather than explaining our situat ion . 
This means l am not getting medically accurate treatment from my team, especially regarding management 
of STis. Our family is also impacted by anti-trans insurance policies, and have paid approximately $40,000 
out of pocket for medically necessary transgender health services. This has a direct impact on our quality-of
life, financial health, and ability to provide appropriate resources to our children. Medical care is a right , not a 
privilege. Oo not write discrimination Into our federal policy . 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071330

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928k·co5e 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-6774 l 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Jean Lewandowski 

General Comment 

1 am a p'°ud and happy grandmother today because my daughter, with the steadfast support of her wife, 
was able to take advantage of In vitro fertlllzatton and bear two beautiful chlldren. She was also treated 
without question for blood clots resultJng from the In vitro process, compllcatlons with the birt h of their first 
child and a series of Infections following the birth of their second chlld. We are all beyond thankful that t hey 
live in a state and city where discrimination against LGBTQ people is almost unheard of. We could not be 
enj oying the blessings of this beautiful family if our daughter and her wife had been denied medical services, 
and we must oppose all attempts to allow t hat kind of discrimination to become codified. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071412

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928k•gyll 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-67805 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Robin Hicks 

General Comment 

We lost a dear transgender friend who after years of moving up the k1dney transplant 11st, was told by a 
doctor that he was not going to 'waste' a kidney on such a person. Olalysls could no longer sustain her and 
followlng the Inhumane decision by the doctor she died within 2 months. 

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 201 of 241



Exhibit 286

Case 3:19-cv-02769-WHA   Document 57-7   Filed 09/09/19   Page 202 of 241



HHS Conscience Rule-000071454

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9281· 24qr 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-6 784 3 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:John Whitney 
Address:78702 
Email: johndwhitney@gmail.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

My name Is John Whitney and I'm an openly and proud gay man llvlng In Austin, TX. I wish to leave a 
comment expressing my strong d isapproval of the proposed rule: "Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights In 
Health Gare; Delegations of Authority• . 

In particular, I find it quite concerning how t hese sets of regulations proposes to regulate and enst ate by law, 
what we as Americans know to be the wrong side of history ( think of slavery, racism, women's right to vote) 
on such a fundamental right such as health care when it comes to minority communities like that of the 
LGBTQ. Our country has a history of putting regulations in place for things we fear, only being proven by 
history and t ime that we are not upholding our core fundamental beliefs as a country and ultimately writing 
shameful chapters In our history. 

A~er reading through this set of regulations and trying to understand Its Impact, It seems that once again, 
what Is being protected against Is something out of "fear" and not based upon reality and data. What IS true 
is that there DOES need to be strong regulations and rulings in place in defense of civil rights violations (i.e., 
being discriminated against which DOES have 1000's of submissions to this department) versus defending 
religious civil liberty. Instead, this proposal over-regulates a problem that does NOT really exist, but yet is a 
"feared" outcome as LGBTQ minorities express their rightful civil liberties to live, breathe, and be happy 
within these United States which includes seeking health care when we ourselves OR our family members/ 
sons/daughters are put in harm's way. 

Bolstering health care provide.rs ability to discriminate and turn away these communities out of their 
conscience/ religious beliefs does NOT move our countty in the direction that Is promised by t he constitution 
11, my opinion. 

Not only will I be personally negatively impacted by such measures, but I have count less friends/allies and 
their family members who will also be negatively impacted by moving in t his direction . 

Please take my comment as what it is intended to be, a severe disapproval of t he measures and the 
reasoning that is driving them. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071528

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9281·vfw3 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-67907 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Oawn Bennett 

General Comment 

As a queer female mlnlste, I need rny healthcare to stay In tact. The loss of cove,age would be very 
detrlrnental to my well being and would prevent me from my vocation. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071588

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9281·yr60 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-67959 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name~Sidney-Kay Hildebrand 

General Comment 

No one should be refused care based on their gender preference or llfesty·les. I'm woman marrled to a man, 
but I consider myself pansexual, not straight, nor gay, nor bl-sexual. I fall In love with personalltles, not 
genders. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000071643

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9281·8Jkb 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018 -0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68006 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Victor Ament 
Address:80206 
Email: 1950rabbi@gmail.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

Almost 22 years ago I had to make decisions t hat allowed my wife and mate to die with dignity . She had MS 
that jumped from the Mylln layer to t he grey matter of her brain. She started having seizures that were only 
controlled by induc-ing a coma. She also lost her ability to swallow. After 10 day per her wishes I 
implemented her written inst ructions and worked with t he hospital to start a path that allowed her to be 
comfortable while she passed. The feeding t ube was removed and she was put on j ust enough morphine to 
prevent the seizures and keep her comfortable, For 3 weeks I lived in her room and watched her slowly 
deteriorate until I had to finally give her permission to go. A couple hours later she was gone. 
One nurse who had been on vacation and was not brought up to speed on her case, decided she was going to 
save her. Needless to say, when the rest of the staff quick ly flguted this out, she was Immediately removed 
from any Interaction with my wife . 
Had C-0lorado had a choice of dying with dignity law, we would have opted for that process to save my mate 
from the horrendous Indignity of statvlng herself to death and causing me the psychiatric trauma which 
causes me to be under psychiatric care to t his day. 
As the decisions were being made on how we would care for m y wife, we met with the hospitals ethics board 
and all the legal documents were reviewed as was t he proposed course of treatment. My rabbi was present 
and on the way out of the meeting, I asked her to research the Jewish Sages to determine if my decisions 
were within Jewish practices. She got back to me a few days later and said that when the Sages were young, 
they wrote of the sanctity if life, but as t hey grew older and had to face the realities of aging and caring for 
the terminally ill, t heir writings changed to a more practical position that allowed for not extending life 
needlessly. 
Without a strong advocate such as myself, my wife would have been destined to a facility where she would 
have been warehoused lndefhl ltel·y, bankrupt ing me and destroying our family. What good Is there in doing 
that? 
I urge you to NOT implement regulations that takes dignity from those who are dying. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134033

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928n-nk5o 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-684 78 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:catherine Smith 

General Comment 

This leglslatlon affects me personally as I am transgender. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134055

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928n-d2k0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-68500 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Taylor Adams 

General Comment 

As a queer person, I could be denied the healthcare I need because of a doctor's discriminatory beliefs. 
Because of my fear of being discriminated against I have refrained from being honest with my doctor's 
because my need for healthcare Is reasonably high and I can' t afford to get lesser treatment, or refused 
altogether. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134077

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928n-519k 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68522 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Annette Simon 

General Comment 

OiscrhnlnatJon affects my daughter, who Is transgender. Which means It also affects me, her mother. And 
her father. Her brother . Her grandpar<ents. Her aunts and undes and cousins and colleagues and friends. 
Ripples continue. Shall they be hurtful and discriminatory? Or helpful, decent, and fair? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134121

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928n-ymdn 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68566 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Isaiah Levinson 

General Comment 

Health should not d iscriminate. As a transgender person, getting adequate and holistic healthcare Is already 
extremely difficult. I oppose the proposed leglslat1on because It would endanger the lives of LGBTQ+ ac, oss 
the country, who deserve access to healthcare equal with the access given to non-LGBTQ+ people. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134191

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928o· 78py 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68627 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Timothy Gardner 

General Comment 

As a queer person I sea,ch to, doctor's who wlll tr'eat me with ,espect. Please do not make this haJ'der for me 
then It already Is. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134290

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928o-s5kd 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68688 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Amber briggle 

General Comment 

My 10 year old son Is transgender and I am concerned that this rule will allow his doctors to even deny him a 
strep test or administer a vaccination because he's t rans. What If - God forbid - we are In an accident and the 
responding emt refuses cpr to save his life? What happens when his pharmacist denies him his asthma 
Inhaler because of his gender Identity? We are better than thus as a nation. 

My sweet baby- my son - is counting on US to keep him safe. Will you? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134482

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928p-mz9q 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68830 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Linda Banez 

General Comment 

I'm 77 and I REALLY d islike misleading titles on proposed legislation. This legislat ion will not protect rights; It 
will deprive me of mine. I'm entltled to lnfotmatlon about my medical options. If a doc.to, (ot anyone) says · 
sorry, Linda, I have tellglous beliefs that dictate that folks should suffer before they die • they I can find 
myself another doctor. If the doctor (or anyone) HIDES behind this leglslatJon, then they are dellberately 
misleading me. That angers me. Or, as the young people say, that pisses me off! Linda Banez, Seal Beach, 
Calif, 90740 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134515

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, lk2·928p-za4z 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-68863 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Mary Oalsin 

General Comment 

My young son Is just sta,tJng to navigate his sexual Ident ity and deserves the rlght to services t hat see his 
whole self not just a label. My young son has j ust started to navigate his sexual Identity and he and others 
deserve to be t reated as whole humans • not how It 's government whlshed to categof'lze or discriminate 
against them 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134770

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928q-3yp8 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-69089 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitter Information 

Name:carla Skidmore, RN 

General Comment 

I have a wonderful transgender gr'andson, of whom I am so proud. He and his partner aJ'e great people with 
good goals, they aJ'e kind, courteous, Intelligent and articulate! To deny health caJ'e to someone due to t heir 
gender orientation, or se:xual Identity, belles an agency that Is supposed to consist of educated men and 
women who deal In science, not J'ellglous bigotry. What part of your education ls missing? Old you sleep 
through your classes in biology? 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134797

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928q-7s4g 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-69113 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:John Otto 

General Comment 

As a transgende, pe,son, I have sometimes been treated d lfferently•-and not as well .. · as I would have been 
treated otherwise. I have had to pressure physicians to do routine tests and treatments t hat anyone else 
would have been able obtain easlly. Thts Is not right. I am not someone who Is easy to deter, which Is the 
only reason I was succes.sful In gettJng the treatment I needed. The average person \vould not have been able 
to do this. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134816

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928q-giwn 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
S ubmission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-6913 2 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Joan Parker 

General Comment 

I am the MOTHER of a TRANSGENDER adult child. I also know thousands of Transgender people. Fortunately 
most have been able to locate Doctors who understand their medlcal requirements. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134857

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, I k2·928r-qfd0 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-69170 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Leslie Telleria 

General Comment 

As a btse:xual ds woman, I have the pr1vllege of passing In society as straight. There are no questions about 
my se:xuatlty or bellefs Just by my appearance or expression, and because of this, I've never faced 
discrimination from my queer Identity . However, I shouldn't have to be writing a note to the Department of 
Health and Human Services In regards to the potential of a caretaker refusing to see purely based on who I 
love. This is an out rage that, with an already toxic health care plan under Trump, there has been yet another 
obstacle for people of minority communities to remain safe and get the protection and treatment they 
deserve. It's a shame that I have to take t he time out of my day to do this, to ensure that my LGBTQ 
sisters, brothers, and folks get denied care for being who they are. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134880

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 

Tracking No, I k2·928r-8zlw 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-69193 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Anne Dal Vera 

General Comment 

1 am fo, tunate to have a tfans gender doctor who understands the health Issues or lesblans. In rural 
Colo,ado this Is , are. I know that health care should be accessible to all . Please do not allow discrimination of 
any kind. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000134884

As of:June 22, 2019 
Received:March 26, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·928r-bpq3 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Docu ment:H HS-OCR· 2018-0002-69197 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Submitte r Information 

Name:Kate Bishop 

General Comment 

I'm a 44•year-otd quee, woman llvlng with uncontrolled diabetes, depression that sfgnlflcantly Impacts my 
functioning, and an IUD to treat a uterine flbrnld. If I don't have access to an LGBTQ·afflrmlng, 
knO\vledgeable provide, , my dally well•belng suffe,s and my lifespan gets shorter. I've been seen by 
prnvlders who don't ask questions about my ,elatlonshlps and sexual health . Uke most people, If they don' t 
ask, I don't feel comfortable bringing it up. When I can't be my whole self in the exam room, it's really hard 
to answer the questions with full honesty, which means the provider can't give me the most appropriate 
treatment and coaching to help me be well . We all dese1ve better than this, we deserve health care that 
acknowledges our full humanity. Please shut down this proposed regulation. 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000135797

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 27, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9292·r76h 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:API 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS-OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-69894 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018-01226 

Name:Anonymous Anonymous 
Address:01864 
Email: drudolph@mombian.com 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

"When my spouse and I had our son, we were lucky enough to llve In an area where the hospital staff was 
welcoming to same-sex couples. Our son was born via C-sectlon, and my spouse had to stay In the hospital 
for several days afterward . If the hospital had not welcomed our family, we would have had to seek care at a 
greater distance from our home and with more stress on our family--stress that would not have been good 
for our newborn son. 

In health care, the needs of patients must always come first. This new proposal from HHS encourages health 
care providers to abandon t his core principle in favor of their personal beliefs. That puts lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, trans.gender and queer patients, our children, people who need reproductive health care, and many 
others at r isk of being denied necessary and even life -saving care. LGBTQ people and our children already 
face high levels of discrimination by health care providers. 

Along with medical experts and many people of faith , I oppose the proposed regulatlon. Promoting 
discrimination is wrong, it is unnecessary, and can harm millions of LGBTQ people - and our six million 
children in the United States - who need access to basic care." 
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HHS Conscience Rule-000135903

As of:June 22, 2019 
Recei ved:March 27, 2018 
Status:Posted 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION Posted:March 29, 2018 
Tracking No, lk2·9292-q61w 
Comments Due:March 27, 2018 
Submission Type:Web 

Docket:HHS-OCR-2018-0002 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Comment On:HHS·OCR-2018-0002-0001 
Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

Document:HHS·OCR-2018·0002·69948 
Comment on FR Doc # 2018·01226 

Name:Joseph Freund 
Address: 50321 
Email: drj osephfreund@ucsdsm.org 

Submitte r Information 

General Comment 

RE: Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights fn Health Care; Delegations of Authority 

As a family doctor who provides care to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and que-er patients J strongly 
object to this proposed regulation, which J se-e as simply a way to discriminate against LGBTQ patients, and 
refused service and t he medical care they need and deserve. One's religious beliefs should not be a license to 
discriminate and deny care because they have a moral or religious belief that is contrary to someone living in 
integrity. 

As a gay man It is frightening to consider that r could be denied care because 1 am gay which conflicts with a 
provider's religious belier. 

This proposed regulation goes way too far and should not be adopted. 
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