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Lois V. Backus, M.P.H. Medical Students for Choice
PO Box 40935

Philadelphia, PA 19107
215-625-0800

lois@msfc.org

Lois V. Backus, MPH has been a non-profit chief executive in the reproductive health
field for 30 years, with more than 17 years as the leader of Medical Students for Choice,
an organization supporting the education and training of medical students in abortion.

Executive Experience -- 1989 through Today

2001 to present Medical Students for Choice Philadelphia, PA

Executive Director, responsible for leading an international, grassroots organization of more than 10,000
medical student activists worldwide who are working to make family planning a standard part of medical
education and training. Primary programs include supporting 163 medical school chapters in the US and 60
chapters in 24 other countries with educational materials, funding, and training conferences in the US.

 Developed training conferences focusing on filling gaps in medical curricula pertaining to abortion,
including the annual Conference on Family Planning and the Abortion Training Institutes. These training
programs serve more than 500 US medical students each year.

 Expanded the Reproductive Health Externship Funding Program which places medical students in abortion-
providing facilities for an intensive 2 to 4 week educational experience. This program serves between 180
and 200 medical students per year.

 Sustained and expanded MSFC’s chapters from 96 to over 200 chapters.

1996-2001 Planned Parenthood of the Columbia/Willamette Portland, OR

Executive Director, responsible for all aspects of a 115 employee non-profit women’s health and advocacy
organization, with headquarters and six satellite facilities across Oregon and southwest Washington.

 Expanded the services provided in the flagship clinic to include reproductive surgeries for both men
and women.

 Worked closely in collaboration with other social justice organizations to successfully fight ballot
measures that would have hindered vital access to health services.

 Developed local community groups to support the expansion of government subsidized family planning
services for the underserved in rural communities across Oregon.

 Opened three new facilities providing abortions, including establishing the first independent,
comprehensive women’s health clinic in central Oregon.

1989-1996 Planned Parenthood of Central Pennsylvania York, PA

Executive Director, responsible for leading a non-profit women’s health organization serving York County,
Pennsylvania. During these seven years, nine new services were added, including abortion services.

Education

M.P.H., Yale University School of Medicine, Department of Public Health, New Haven, CT.

A.B., Political Science and Religion, Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA.
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Other Relevant Experience

1988-1989 Toltzis Communications Glenside, PA
Project Manager Developed healthcare communications solutions for a marketing firm serving the
pharmaceutical industry.

1987-1988 Abington Memorial Hospital Abington, PA
Coordinator, Community Health Education Provided medical screening and health education to a
community of 100,000 people, including planning and implementing large community events.

1985-1987 People’s Medical Society Emmaus, PA
Director of Policy Affairs Managed a nationwide grassroots organizing project focused on health care access
for seniors.

1983-1984 Community Treatment Complex Worcester, MA
Program Coordinator Managed a residential treatment program for emotionally disturbed adolescents.

1980-1982 Centers for Disease Control Nashville, TN
Public Health Advisor Coordinated a federal sexually transmitted disease tracking program.

1978-1979 Peace Corps Kabul, Afghanistan
Volunteer Teacher Taught English and Business Mathematics to vocational college students.
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