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MELISSA BUCK; CHAD BUCK; and 

SHAMBER FLORE; ST. VINCENT  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, 

 

 Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

ROBERT GORDON, in his official  

capacity as the Director of the Michigan 

Department of Health and Human Services; 

HERMAN MCCALL, in his official capacity 

as the Executive Director of the Michigan 

Children’s Services Agency; DANA NESSEL, 

in her official capacity as Michigan Attorney 

General; ALEX AZAR, in his official capacity 

as Secretary of Health and Human Services; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,  
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MAG. PHILLIP J. GREEN 
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       / 

 

Lori H. Windham 

Attorney for Plaintiffs  

The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty  

1200 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Ste. 700  

Washington, DC 20036  

(202) 955-0095  

lwindham@becketlaw.org 

 

Christopher Alan Bates 

Attorney for Defendants Alex Azar  

  and United States Department of Health  

and Human Services 

U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

(202) 514-3307 

christopher.a.bates@usdoj.gov 

 

 

Toni L. Harris (P63111) 

Joshua S. Smith (P63349) 

Precious S. Boone (P81631) 

Elizabeth Husa Briggs (P73907) 

Attorneys for State Defendants 

Michigan Department of  

Attorney General 

Health, Education & Family 

Services Division 

P.O. Box 30758 

Lansing, MI  48909 

(517) 335-7603 

HarrisT19@michigan.gov 
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STATE DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE OF RELATED CASE  

 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) Defendants 

Robert Gordon, JooYuen Chang, and Attorney General Dana Nessel (collectively, 

“State Defendants”) respectfully submit this Notice to inform the Court of a case 

that arises out of the same transaction or occurrence and has several of the same 

parties as this case:  Catholic Charities West Michigan v. Michigan Dep’t of Health 

and Human Servs, No. 2:19-cv-11661  (E.D. Mich. June 5, 2019) (“Catholic 

Charities”).  Catholic Charities was originally filed in the Michigan Court of Claims, 

Case No. 19-000072-MM, and removed to the federal court on June 5, 2019.  The 

case is currently pending before the Honorable Denise Page Hood in the Eastern 

District of Michigan.  Like the instant case, the plaintiff in Catholic Charities 

challenges the Consent Decree in Dumont v. Gordon, No. 17-cv-13080 (E.D. Mich. 

filed Sept. 20, 2017) (“Dumont”), which requires enforcement of the non-

discrimination provision in the DHHS’s foster care and adoption services contracts.  

(Complaint, ¶¶ 128-130, Catholic Charities, 2:19-cv-11661-DPH-DRG (E.D. Mich. 

June 5, 2019), ECF No. 1-2, PageID.46, attached as Ex. A.)  Defendants Gordon, 

Chang, and Nessel, are also named-defendants in Catholic Charities.  (Ex A, at 

PageID.22.)   
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Additionally, as this Court is already aware, Dumont is also a related case 

that was filed in the Eastern District of Michigan on September 20, 2017, before the 

Honorable Paul D. Borman.  (State Defs’ Mem. in Supp. of Mot. to Transfer or, 

Alternatively to Dismiss, ECF No. 30, PageID.568-570.)   Dumont involved similar 

parties1 and was dismissed on March 22, 2019, after the Dumont plaintiffs and 

defendants reached a settlement agreement (“Dumont Consent Decree”).  (Exs. re 

State Defs’ Mem. in Supp. of Mot. to Transfer or, Alternatively to Dismiss, ECF No. 

31-6, PageID.746-747.) Judge Borman retained jurisdiction over enforcement of the 

Dumont Consent Decree.  (Id. at PageID.747.) 

Both the instant case and Catholic Charities seek to collaterally challenge the 

Dumont Consent Decree by seeking relief that would require DHHS Defendants to 

violate the terms of the Consent Decree.  Accordingly, Catholic Charities and 

Dumont are related to the above-captioned case, as all three arise out of the same 

transaction or occurrence and involve similar parties.  See W.D. Mich. LCivR  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Plaintiffs here were Intervening Defendants in Dumont.  State Defendants here 

were also defendants in Dumont, except that Defendant Dana Nessel was not a 

named party.  
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3.3.1(d)(iii).  State Defendants hereby give notice of these related cases pursuant to 

W.D. Mich. LCivR 3.3.1(g).  

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

Dana Nessel 

Attorney General 

 

 

Dated:  June 10, 2019    /s/ Precious S. Boone                  

       Precious S. Boone (P81631) 

Toni L. Harris (P63111) 

       Joshua S. Smith (P63349) 

Elizabeth Husa Briggs (P73907) 

Attorneys for State Defendants 

Michigan Dept. of Attorney General 

Health, Education & Family 

Services Division 

P.O. Box 30758 

Lansing, MI  48909 

(517) 335-7603 

                                    BooneP@michigan.gov 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COURT OF CLAIMS 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES WEST 
MICHIGAN, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND HUMAN SERVICES; ROBERT 
GORDON, in his official capacity as 
Director of the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services; MICHIGAN 
CHILDREN'S SERVICES AGENCY; and 
JENNIFER WRAYNO, in her official 
capacity as Acting Executive Director of 
Michigan Children's Services Agency; 
DANA NESSEL, in her official capacity as 
Attorney General of Michigan. 

Defendant. 

No. 19-  GU39 	-MM 

Hon. 	\12 \Ntos 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
FOR DECLARATORY 

JUDGMENT AND  
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

Roger Brooks (NC Bar No. 16317)* 
Jeremiah Galus (AZ Bar No. 030469)* 
ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 
15100 N. 90th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
(480) 444-0020 
rbrooks@ADFlegal.org  
jgalus@ADFlegal.org  

David A. Cortman (GA Bar No. 188810)* 
ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 
1000 Hurricane Shoals Rd. NE, Ste. D-1100 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
(202) 339-0774 
dcortman@ADFlegal.org  

James R. Wierenga (P48946) 
DAVID, WIERENGA & LAUKA, PC 
99 Monroe Ave., NW, Suite 1210 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 454-3883 
jim@dwlawpc.com  

(J I 

There is no other pending or resolved civil action arising out of the transaction or 
occurrence alleged in the complaint. 
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