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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
WEST PALM BEACH DIVISION

Case No.: 9:18-cv-80771-RLR
ROBERT W. OTTO, PH.D., LMFT,
individually ,and on behalf of his patients,
JULIE H. HAMILTON, PH.D., LMFT,
individually and on behalf of her patients,

Plaintiffs,
V.

CITY OF BOCA RATON, FLORIDA, and
COUNTY OF PALM BEACH, FLORIDA,

Defendants.
/

PALM BEACH COUNTY’S NOTICE OF FILING TRANSCRIBED RECORDING
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS” MEETING
DATED DECEMBER 5, 2017, AND REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE

The Defendant, PALM BEACH COUNTY (herein referred to as “the County”), by and
through the undersigned Assistant County Attorney, hereby file this Notice of Filing Transcribed
Recording of Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners’ Meeting dated December 5, 2017,
Bates Labeled Document PBC 000325 — PBC 000429.

The County’s request for judicial notice is made pursuant to Federal Rule of Evidence 201,
Day v. Taylor, 400 F.3d 1272, 1276 (11th Cir. 2005) (district court properly considered a standard form
dealership contract when ruling on, and granting, a motion to dismiss where the contract was central to
plaintiffs’ claim; affirmed on appeal), and Stahl v. U.S. Dep’t of Agric., 327 F.3d 697, 700 (8th Cir.
2003) (“The district court may take judicial notice of public records and may thus consider them on a
motion to dismiss.”). The Court may take judicial notice of the transcript when considering the motion
to dismiss without converting it into a motion for summary judgment because the transcripts are (a)
true and accurate copies of the contents of public records, see Fed. R. Evid. 201, Stahl, 327 F.3d at 700,

and (b) central to Plaintiffs’ claim, see Day, 400 F.3d at 1276.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that on August 1, 2018, | electronically filed the foregoing with the Clerk

of Court by using the CM/ECF system, which will send an electronic notice to the authorized CM/ECF

filers.

/s/ Rachel Fahey
Rachel Fahey, Esquire
Assistant County Attorney
Florida Bar No. 105734
Primary Email: rfahey@pbcgov.org
Secondary Email: dfishel@pbcgov.org
Litigation Section
300 North Dixie Highway, Third Floor
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
Tel.: (561) 355-6337
Fax: (561) 355-4234



mailto:rfahey@pbcgov.org
mailto:dfishel@pbcgov.org

Case 9:18-cv-80771-RLR Document 36-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/01/2018 Page 1 of 105

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
SOUTHERN DI STRI CT OF FLORI DA
WEST PALM BEACH Dl VI SI ON

CASE NO. 9:18-CVv-80771-RLR
ROBERT W OITO PH. D., LMT,
i ndi vidually, and on behalf of his patients,
JULIE H HAMLTQN, PH. D., LMT,
I ndi vidually, and on behalf of her patients,
Plaintiffs,
VS.
CITY OF BOCA RATON, FLORI DA and
COUNTY OF PALM BEACH, FLORI DA,

Def endant s.

TRANSCRI BED RECORDI NG OF
PALM BEACH COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS MEETI NG

AGENDA | TEM 4. A 1

DATE: DECEMBER 5, 2017

TI ME: 11: 02 - 1:51:15

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000325
561. 833. 7811
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1 APPEARANCES

2 Mayor Melissa MKinl ay

3 Vice Mayor Mack Bernard

4  Comm ssioner Steven L. Abrans

5 Conm ssioner Mary Lou Berger

6 Comm ssioner Paul ette Burdick

7 Comm ssi oner Dave Kerner

8 Conm ssioner Hal R Val eche

9 County Attorney Denise N enman

10 Assistant County Attorney Hel ene Hvizd

11  Assistant County Adm nistrator Todd Bonl arron

12

13 e R R

14 BE | T REMEMBERED, that the follow ng

15 transcription of the proceedings were transcribed by ne,
16 Angela Connolly, RPR Notary Public, to the best of ny
17 ability.

18 - - -

19 ( Ther eupon, the discussion on Agenda Item

20 4. A. 1 begins.)

21 MR. BONLARRON:. Thank you, Madam Mayor and

22 Conmi ssioners. | really appreciate the hard work
23 that the County Attorney's Ofice has done on this.
24 They' ve been our | ead and research and in the

25 preparation of the ordinance. So |I'mgoing to turn

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000326
561. 833. 7811
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It over to Helene to provide a brief presentation
just to go over how we got to where we are today
and what's before you today on prelimnary reading.
MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you.
M5. HVIZD: Madam Mayor, Vice Mayor, and
Comm ssi oners.
MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Hel ene, could you pull --
t hank you.

© 0O N oo o A~ wWw N P

M5. HVIZD. The Board gave the county attorney
10 direction to exam ne conversion therapy and to

11 present an ordi nance to the League of Cties that
12 would apply throughout Pal m Beach County.

13 We have done that. Wat we have presented to
14 the Board is nodeled after this sanple ordi nance

15 that was provided by the Pal m Beach County Human

16 Rights Coalition. This ordinance, in substantially
17 the sane form has been adopted in nmany

18 muni ci palities: Wst Pal mBeach, Lake Wrth,

19 Boynt on Beach, Delray Beach, Riviera Beach,

20 Wellington, G eenacres, and Boca Raton.

21 There are a few differences regarding the

22 penalties to be inposed. Qur ordinance provides

23 for a first penalty of $250 and a second of 500. A
24 couple of the other nunicipalities have provided

25 for penalties up to $500 for each viol ation.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000327
561. 833. 7811
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The ordi nance itself contains several Wereas
Cl auses. One of which, | should point out, we did
meet with Dr. Julie Hamlton, who is here today and
| believe will address the Board. She notes that
on page 1, line 13, the Wiereas C ause that begins
there and references the Anerican Psychol ogi cal
Associ ation's Task Force on appropriate therapeutic

responses to sexual orientation. As you m ght

© 0O N oo o A~ wWw N P

I mgine, this draft ordi nance was presented wth

10 t he nost persuasive case for those who are w shing

11 that it be enacted.

12 So that particular APA Task Force, the \Wereas
13 Cl ause that contains research regardi ng sexual

14 orientation change efforts is correct. That

15 report, however, did nake other findings. Those

16 ot her findings are not included in the Wereas

17 Clause. | equate it alittle bit to the Hone

18 Caregi ver Ordi nance, the \Wereas C auses, which are
19 not |aw, contain several statenents about harmthat
20 could be done to adults. They don't contain -- the
21 Whereas Cl auses didn't contain statenents that say

22 t housands of hone caregi vers provide effective,

23 efficient, safe care.

24 So that's one issue with the Whereas C ause.

25 We're nore than confortable renoving that fourth

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000328
561. 833. 7811
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1 Wiereas Clause if it beconmes an issue. There are

2 several others that provide position statenents at
3 vari ous organi zati ons who decry the use of

4 conversion therapy.

5 So our ordi nance basically defines conversion
6 therapy and provides that it's a violation to allow
7 conversion -- to provide conversion therapy to

8 mnors. It excludes fromthe reach of this

9 ordi nance clergy who are acting as counsel ors for
10 their congregants, and then provides for a first

11 violation penalty of $250 and a second viol ation

12 penal ty of $500.

13 And | think that's about it. |If there are any
14 guestions, |'mnore than happy to address them

15 Ch, I'msorry.

16 MR. BONLARRON: | did want to add one thing.
17 There's been questions about -- and Helene did a

18 good job in stating sone of the other jurisdictions
19 t hat have past conversion therapy. | think we
20 wanted to note that Pal m Beach County woul d be the
21 first county, if this were to pass, to pass such a
22 measure as a county gover nnent.
23 It was brought before the M am -Dade Board of
24 County Commi ssioners not long ago. It did not pass
25 before their board. There were conversations about

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000329
561. 833. 7811
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1 the broad nature of the particular definitions

2 wthin that ordinance that they were presented and
3 ultimately did not nove forward, so |I just wanted

4 to point that out to the Board that we would be the
5 first jurisdiction as a county in Florida to nove

6 forward with this particular neasure if it were to
7 pass the Board.

8 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Todd, could you provide a

9 little nore detail on "broad nature"?

10 MR. BONLARRON: Yeah. Just sone of the

11 specifics were -- at that particular neeting it was
12 di scussed that the scope of who woul d be regqgul at ed
13 would be beyond like licensed providers. As we've
14 defined, our providers are |licensed providers.

15 The contentions were that under the M am - Dade
16 ordinance it could actually pertain to parents

17 counseling their children and be included as part
18 of that, or the clergy, folks that were

19 non-|icensed practitioners, and so that was the --
20 | think the broad aspect of those definitions is
21 t hat they brought in sone of those others, and I
22 t hi nk Hel ene can address that.
23 M5. HVIZD: | wanted to note, if you take a
24 | ook at Section 4 of the ordinance, |'mon page 5
25 now at line 24, the definition of "provider," the

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000330
561. 833. 7811
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1 mai n di fference between M am -Dade' s ordi nance and
2 ours is that "provider" in their definition neant
3 any person who is licensed or unlicensed. They

4 I ncl uded those words right there in the definition,
5 so that did open it up to a reading or

6 interpretation that it would address parents. It
7 woul d address anyone who attenpted to speak to a
8 m nor, in essence.

9 W were asked to do the same, and | declined
10 the invitation.

11 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: |Is there anything in the

12 draft of this ordinance that prohibits a parent
13 fromtaking their child to any therapist?

14 M5. HVIZD: No.

15 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Okay. Thank you.

16 Do | have any other questions right now?

17 We're on questions, not comments.

18 COW SSI ONER VALECHE: I n essence -- | nean
19 there's nothing to prohibit a parent fromtaking
20 them but if the therapi st engages in speech that
21 we don't agree with via this ordinance, then the
22 therapist is in violation; isn't that true?

23 M5. HVIZD. |If the speeches does, in fact,
24 fall within the definition of conversion therapy,
25 correct.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000331
561. 833. 7811
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1 COW SSI ONER VALECHE: | nean so that's a

2 distinction wwthout a difference if you can take

3 them there but, you know, when they get there,

4 they're subject to crimnal activity, then that's a
5 strong disincentive for you as a parent to take

6 your child there.

7 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Do | have any other questions
8 right now? Gkay. W'Il nove to public comment.

9 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Woul d the fol |l om ng

10 peopl e cone to m crophones and pl ease state your

11 name for the record and you wll have three

12 mnutes: Dr. Julie Hamlton to one m crophone,

13 Dr. Rachel Needle to the other.

14 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Let ne add, while they're

15 wal ki ng to the m crophone just for our staff

16 upstairs, we will be breaking for lunch as close to
17 noon as possi ble today. So, thank you.

18 COWM SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Go ahead.

19 M5. HAMLTON. M nane is Dr. Julie Ham | ton.
20 I"'ma licensed marriage and fam |y therapist
21 practicing in Pal mBeach County.
22 This ordinance is unlawful. It violates the
23 Florida Patient's Bill of Rights. It's also
24 outside your jurisdiction. The state of Florida
25 regul ates the practice of any of the professions,

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000332
561. 833. 7811
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1 anyone |icensed by the state. And so if you pass
2 this ordi nance, to be honest, you' re grossly

3 over st eppi ng your bounds, and | would actually say
4 It's abuse of power.

5 We don't need protection by county

6 conm ssioners of children. You don't have to

7 protect children. The state has already set up

8 | aws and rules that prohibit us from harm ng

9 children. W are not allowed to harm children.

10 And if a child was bei ng harned, they can report
11 that to the state. W have laws and rules and we
12 have ethical codes that protect children.

13 In fact, the Departnent of Health says that
14 there has not been a single report of harm ever

15 reported in the state of Florida for this issue.
16 So while you have been told that children are being
17 harnmed, the state says they are not being harned.
18 If they were being harned, they can do sonething
19 about that under our current |aws.
20 Now what is harnful -- and, by the way,
21 therapy is voluntary. Teenagers cannot be dragged
22 into therapy by their parents and then forced to
23 change by a therapist. |If a parent drags a gay or
24 | esbian youth into therapy and the child doesn't
25 want to change, the therapist can't help them

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000333
561. 833. 7811
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1 Therapy is voluntary; It's not coercive. But

2 what's harnful here is this ordinance that does

3 prohibit mnors fromseeking therapy if they want

4 change.

5 Even though |'ve heard comm ssioners say, "Oh,

6 you can still go to therapy,"” no, you cannot. |If

7 your goal is to change your attractions or your

8 behavior, it is prohibited under this ordi nance.

9 And although other cities passed this, they were
10 all inerror. |In fact, Tanpa is being sued right
11 now for passing this type of a ban. |f you pass
12 this, you are opening our county up to a |lawsuit
13 which woul d waste precious taxpayer dollars, so |
14 urge you not to pass this.

15 | also want to rem nd you about the teenagers
16 that are suicidal and depressed about attractions
17 that they did not choose and do not want. They

18 have the right to seek help for those attractions.
19 You woul d be telling themthey cannot seek help

20  which woul d make them nore suicidal and nore

21 depr essed.

22 | also want to nmention that there are confused
23 children who have been sexually abused or exposed
24 to pornography that really weren't gay to begin

25 with but now they think they are and they m ght

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000334
561. 833. 7811
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1 want help getting those attractions and fantasies
2 out of their head. You would prohibit those
3 children fromgetting help, and you woul d prohibit
4 gender -confused children. Even a six-year-old boy
5 who thinks he's a girl would not be allowed to get
6 hel p under this ordinance unless we hel p hi m becone
7 agirl. It actually says that in the definition of
8 terns.
9 If we're assisting with gender transition, we
10 can help him but if we're clearing up his
11 confusion, we cannot help him By the way, it's
12 tal k therapy that's bei ng banned.
13 Pl ease consider what's good for the children.
14  This ordinance is harnful to children. Please be
15 responsi ble and vote no. It's the honorable thing
16 to do. Thank you.
17 COWMM SSI ONER BURDI CK: Dr. Robert Oto to the
18 m crophone, please. Go ahead, Rachel.
19 M5. NEEDLE: Good norni ng, Mayor and
20 Comm ssioners. M nane is Dr. Rachel Needle. |'m
21 a licensed psychol ogist and a certified sex
22 therapist. As a specialist in sexuality, | think
23 ["'m-- 1 want to | end sone support to you in
24 under st andi ng t he dangers of so-called conversion
25 t her apy.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000335
561. 833. 7811
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The practice of conversion therapy is based on
two false premses. First, it's based on the
fal sehood that being gay, |esbian, bisexual, or
transgender is a nental disorder or defect that
needs to be cured. Secondly, it's based on the
presunption that being LGBTQ A i s sonet hing that
can actually be changed wth therapy.

Sexual orientation and gender identity are not

© 0O N oo o A~ wWw N P

mental disorders or diseases, therefore any attenpt
10 to cure or suppress or change that is inherently

11 invalid. Efforts to cure an LGBTQ person are based
12 on theories wth questionable scientific validity.
13 As the Anerican Psychiatric Association has

14 not ed, so-called conversion therapists have not

15 produced any scientific evidence to substantiate

16 their clainms of a cure. Research has actually

17 found that efforts and so-called therapies ained at
18 changi ng one's gender, identity, or sexual

19 orientation can result in a nunber of nental health
20 I ssues for mnors; including shane, guilt,

21  depression, decreased self-esteem increased

22 sel f-hatred, angers of -- angers of -- feelings of
23 anger and betrayal, |loss of friends, social

24  withdrawal, problens in sexual and enotional

25 I ntimacy, high-risk behaviors, confusion,

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000336
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1 sel f-harm substance abuse, and suicidal ideation.
2 Attenpting to change one's sexual orientation can
3 have devastating inpact on a mnor. These change
4 efforts are guided by people's biases and can
5 negatively affect a mnor's nental health.
6 A nunber of associations have issued
7 statenents agai nst the practice of conversion or
8 reparative therapy -- | believe you received those.
9 "' m happy to give themto you if not -- including
10 the Anerican Psychiatric Association, Anerican
11 Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on, Anerican Acadeny of
12 Chil d and Adol escent Psychiatry, and the
13  Association of Anmerican Acadeny of Pediatrics.
14 There's many nore where that cane fromas well.
15 Many LGBTQ youth in our society still grow up
16 believing that there's sonething wong with them
17 Passage of this ordinance will send a strong
18 nmessage to youth in our community. There's nothing
19 wong with their sexual identity or sexual
20 orientation -- gender identity or sexual
21 orientation.
22 Those agai nst the ban, as Julie nentioned, are
23 going to say that it neans that youth and m nors
24 cannot seek psychot herapy. That could not be
25 further fromthe truth. If a child is depressed,

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000337
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1 havi ng sui ci dal ideation, they can absolutely seek
2 mental health services. The therapist just can't
3 claimthat they can convert or change their sexual
4 orientation or gender identity because doing so
5 causes psychol ogi cal harm
6 | strongly believe the comm ssion should enact
7 this ordinance to protect children and adol escents
8 froma practice that is far beyond -- outside the
9 bounds of any ethical, psychol ogical treatnent
10 plan. This ordinance is narrowy tailored to
11 prevent a well-docunented risk of harmto mnors
12 and to address a serious threat to the well-being
13 of LGBTQ yout h.
14 So-cal l ed conversion therapy is proven to be
15 I neffective, at the very least; and, at nost,
16 severely damaging to a child. | urge you to
17  support this ordinance to protect the health of
18 | esbi an, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and
19 questioning youth in our community fromthe dangers
20 of conversion therapy. Thank you.
21 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Dr. Needle, | think
22 Commi ssi oner Kerner has a question for you.
23 COW SSI ONER KERNER: Thank you, Myor. Yes,
24 Dr. Needle. Thank you for your comments.
25 ' mwondering -- | read in sone of the

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000338
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1 materials that | received that the Anerican
2 Psychiatric Associ ation, anong ot her professional
3 organi zati ons, oppose this practice. I'm
4 wondering -- nuch Iike as a nenber of the Florida
5 Bar, there are limts and constraints inposed upon
6 attorneys in this state in terns of what they can
7 do and what they can say as part of their
8 profession. Are there simlar restrictions,
9 ethical restrictions, within the nental health
10 community in terns of practicing this type of
11 treat nent ?
12 M5. NEEDLE: Absolutely. W certainly have
13 ethical guidelines in our profession. The
14 organi zati ons of which all of the nmgjor -- both
15 heal t h and psychol ogi cal nental health
16 organi zati ons have issued statenents opposing it.
17 There aren't sanctions in terns of, | guess,
18 penalties in terns of people who do; however,
19 peopl e have been brought up on ethical violations
20 when, in different areas, when there's clained to
21 be harmto a m nor.
22 COW SSI ONER KERNER: Ckay. Thank you.
23 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Dr. Needle, | have one nore
24 guestion. | was doing sone research on this, and
25 you speak of the Anmerican Acadeny of Pediatrics,

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000339
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1 and a |l ot of the opposition seens to cone fromthe
2 Anerican College of Pediatrics. | don't know if

3 you're the best person to ask this, but can you

4 explain the difference between the two

5 organi zati ons?

6 M5. NEEDLE: So | do have sone research in ny
7 seat, but the Anerican College of Pediatrics,

8 that's the ACPeds, is nore a -- it's not consisting
9 of actual professionals in the comunity. It's

10 t hose that --

11 I think it was forned as a soci al organi zati on
12 when at the -- and they started when -- to oppose
13 gay adoption, so that's when they kind of were

14 formed. And then since then they have opposed

15 ot her issues such as conversion therapy or banning
16 conversion therapy. So they've supported it.

17 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Okay. Thank you.

18 M5. NEEDLE: So it's not like a nationally

19 recogni zed organi zation |li ke the Anerican Col | ege
20 of Pediatrics or Anmerican Psychol ogi cal
21 Association. |It's a privately fornmed organizati on.
22 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Gkay. [It's not an
23 accredi ting organi zati on?
24 M5. NEEDLE: | don't know about accreditation.
25 | mean | don't know about accreditation, but

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000340
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they're not part of any of the national
associ ati ons.

MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Ckay.

M5. NEEDLE: They're privately forned.

1

2

3

4

5 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you.
6 M5. NEEDLE: And just to followup, the

7 docunent that discussed -- the APA docunent, the

8 Task Force Report, it's 140 pages. So while they

9 have different paragraphs that opponents wll read
10 from the conclusion of the -- of the docunment of
11 this 140- page Task Force Report that reviewed all
12 of the articles on conversion therapy was that it
13 could be harnful, it can be harnful, that they

14 don't recommend that it's -- that it's done, and so
15 t hat concl usion shows that -- despite what's

16 t hroughout this 140-page report, the concl usion was

17 that it's psychologically harnful to m nors.

18 MAYCR MCKI NLAY:  Thank you.

19 M5. NEEDLE: Thank you.

20 COWMM SSI ONER BURDI CK: Patrick Hanel .

21 MR OITO M nane's Dr. Robert Oto. M

22 address is 233 NE 31st Street in Boca Raton. |
23 have a Ph.Din famly therapy. |'mlicensed by the
24 state of Florida as a marriage and famly

25 therapist, and | work wwth clients, children, and

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000341
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1 their famlies on this particular issue in ny
2 practice.
3 First of all, everything that you just heard
4 Is tal king about what goes on with the client.
5 Ckay. That's for a licensure board, that's not for
6 you. You all need to consider the | egal issues,
7 and 1'd like to put the legal issues in front of
8 you.
9 First of all, clients who are mnors and their
10 parents and therapists |like nme have rights to
11 freedom of speech and freedom of religious
12 expressi on, and what takes place in the counseling
13 office is freedom of speech. What takes place in
14 the counseling office is often freedom of
15 expression and religious issues as well. And those
16 are firmy grounded in our United States
17 Constitution, and they're firmy grounded in the
18 Constitution of the state of Florida, and you have
19 no jurisdiction over what goes on in the speech and
20 religious expression in a counseling office.
21 That's outside of your jurisdiction as a county
22 comm ssion. That is the first reason you shoul d
23 vote no on this because you don't have jurisdiction
24 for those reasons.
25 Secondly, ny license here is issued by the

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000342
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1 State of Florida Departnent of Health, The Division
2 of Medical Quality Assurance, not you. Not you, so
3 you have no jurisdiction over what happens in ny
4 office froma |licensure standpoint.
5 Let nme give you a parallel exanple. A nedical
6 doctor's license is issued by the sane division
7 that issues mne, and you have no jurisdiction to
8 determ ne whet her that nedical doctor could
9 prescribe a Z-Pak as an antibiotic for an issue
10 that a patient is seeking help for. You have no
11 jurisdiction there. 1t's conpletely outside of
12  your purview. So you should vote no on this issue
13 for the sanme reason, it's outside of your purview
14 Legi sl ative bodies and courts in the state of
15 Florida | egislature all the way up through the
16 Suprene Court have passed | aws and have witten
17 court opinions and ruled on court cases saying that
18 parents have the right and the responsibility to
19 make w se decisions for their children. [|f you
20 pass this issue, then you're saying that you, as a
21 county conmm ssion, you assert their authority,
22 their legislatively-approved and their court-held
23 authority, as parents to nmake decisions for their
24 children on this issue. Again, you have no
25 jurisdiction there.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000343
561. 833. 7811



Case 9:18-cv-80771-RLR Document 36-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/01/2018 Page 20 of 5

105
1 | respect you. | respect your work here and
2 hel ping wwth the streets and things, that's good,
3 and there's other things that you do, but this
4 | ssue i s outside of your jurisdiction, so you need
5 to vote no on it for that reason.
6 Interestingly enough, this legislation -- this
7 proposal, as it's witten, exenpts parents and
8 clergy. Nowthis truly is providing harmand doi ng
9 harm for children when you're trying to prevent
10 people |li ke ne, counselors |ike nme, from harm ng
11 children and providing child abuse for children,
12 then isn't it wong also for parents and clergy to
13 do that too? Wy would you exenpt then? That's
14 I nconsi stent.
15 So | would challenge it froma | egal
16 perspective. Vote no on this issue. You're going
17 to hear a |l ot of enotional and counseling sides of
18 this too. And they provide context, but the proper
19 pl ace for that discussionis with a |licensure board
20 and with the state | egislature and not at the
21 county conmm ssion |level, so your responsibility is
22 to stay within the box that you've been given and
23 to vote no on this issue. Thank you very nuch.
24 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Shannon Oto. o
25 ahead, Patri ck.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000344
561. 833. 7811



Case 9:18-cv-80771-RLR Document 36-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/01/2018 Page 21 of 54

105

1 MR HAMEL: H. M nane is Patrick Hanel. |
2 live in 7600 Lauden Drive down here in Lake Wrth,
3 and 1'd like to speak for those who have not been
4 given a voi ce here to speak.
5 By the age of six years old, before many coul d
6 ride a bike, | was practicing in honpsexual
7 behaviors. | was nolested as a young child and,
8 due to that, | thought that this was the natural
9 thing. For ne, | thought this was ny actual desire
10 that I wanted to walk in, and the shame and the
11 guilt -- | heard us tal king about that you can
12 speak to your parents about this if the ban passes.
13 "' mnot sure about you, but | would never want to
14 go to ny parents about that. Like, the shane and
15 the gquilt that | felt fromthat, that | thought it
16 was wong, that was never a thing that | wanted to
17 talk to themabout. And so the actual counseling
18 t hat has been provided, the actual way that goes
19 out because | felt the psychol ogi cal del usi ons that
20 we called it of suicide and of depression before
21 this, like before | felt the shane about it, and |
22 was already in those things, so the help and the
23 care that | got actually hel ped ne through the
24 sui cidal intentions, hel ped ne through wanting to
25 take ny own life, not -- it didn't increase the
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fact that | wanted to actually do that.
So I want to speak on the people who don't
have a voice to say that and say that the

counseling, like, it's voluntary. | chose to want

1

2

3

4

5 to do that. It wasn't sonething | was forced to

6 do. And | had ny own choice -- even if | was

7 forced to go there, | had ny own choice to say no
8 if | wanted to, but | chose because | wanted to

9 change that there was soneone there to help. And |

10 would assune that, with anything, that we would

11 provide -- soneone with a drug addiction, if they
12 want to stop, | would provide help for that to

13 st op.

14 And | see the point of passing this ban as

15 just providing -- cutting off the help and the

16 requi renents of people who have gone to coll ege,
17 who have gotten their Ph.Ds and have dedi cated

18 their lives to hel pi ng people who want to change,
19 and banning -- and passing this would inherently
20 stop that. Thank you.

21 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Sue Tronbi no.

22 MRS. OTTO H . Nane is Shannon OGto, and ny
23 address is 233 NE 31st Street in Boca Raton. |

24 encourage you to vote no on this ordinance.

25 | am here this norning as a nom as a
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1 grandnot her, and as an advocate for children in
2 many ways. And | too was sexually nolested as a
3 child at the age of six or seven. | amso gratefu
4 that ny nomwas able to take ne to counseling, and
5 she was also able to go to court on ny behal f.
6 W have an age of consent |law in our state
7 because we, as adults, know that children do not
8 have nental capacity to consistently make w se
9 choi ces about sexual practices with lifelong
10 consequences. That fact is grounded in the science
11 of brain devel opnent, specifically the devel opnent
12 of the prefrontal cortex which gives us the ability
13 to reason.
14 | have a 19-year-old daughter who nentors
15 m ddl e school students and she canme to us the other
16 day and she said, "Dad, Mom did | really think
17 li ke that when | was in 7th grade?" The idea of
18 gender being a choice or a fluid concept, which is
19 up to an individual to decide, is a new soci al
20 construct and is not in any way grounded in
21 scientific research.
22 Chil dren have a challenge with critical
23 thinking, as | nentioned earlier, because of the
24 frontal cortex. |If your daughter truly believes
25 that 3 plus 4 equals 28, you have an obligation to
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1 hel p her to see that that is not true, and you have
2 a parental duty to teach her that 3 plus 4 is 7.
3 I f your son sincerely believes that the walls in
4 this room have purple stripes and you do not
5 correct him you are doing hima disservice.
6 To ignore these realities and to be silent
7 rather than to correct children in these ways
8 results in harmand it is child abuse. Adults have
9 known this for centuries in every culture; but
10 today in Anerica, and in Pal m Beach County, for
11 sone reason adults have a problem seeing this
12 clearly. This is unconstitutional, as was
13 mentioned earlier. This ordinance infringes on
14 both freedom of speech and freedom of religion and
15 the freedom of parents, their parental rights.
16 Hans Christian Andersen wote it very well
17 sinply in his book, "The Enperor's New C ot hes."
18 In the end, it took a little boy to cry out and
19 plainly and clearly state what the adults didn't
20 see, that the Enperor was naked.
21 There is a lot that is going on with this
22 ordi nance that's just out of your jurisdiction.
23 And because | was abused as a child, | amso
24 grateful that ny parents were able to speak on ny
25 behal f. Vote no.
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1 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you.

2 MRS. OI'TQO  Thank you.

3 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Let nme just ask you one

4 guestion. So you believe that any expedition of

5 honosexual behavi or needs to be corrected, is that
6 what | heard you say?

7 MRS. OITO What | amsaying is that if

8 sonebody - -

9 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: That was just a yes or no

10 guesti on.

11 MRS. OITO Okay. Ask it again.

12 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: You stated that this behavior
13 needs to be corrected. Are you -- are you stating
14 that you believe honbsexual behavior is sonething
15 t hat ought to be corrected; yes or no?

16 MRS. OTTO [|I'mjust -- I'mstating that if

17 sonebody wants counseling, that they should be able
18 to go for it.

19 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: |'masking you if you believe
20 this behavior is sonething that needs to be
21 corrected. | believe that's what | heard you say,
22 SO yes or no on that?
23 MRS. OITTO | believe it does need to be
24 corrected.
25 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you.
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1 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Robert Tennies. o

2 ahead, Sue.

3 M5. TROMBINO My nane is Sue Tronbino. |

4 am-- 1| livein-- well, right now 1112 Russel |

5 Drive, Highland Beach, Florida. And | amnot only
6 representi ng Wonen | npacting the Nation, but also
7 |'"'m here as a nomand as a parent.

8 | believe all of you received a email letter,
9 or via email, the County Conmm ssioners and the

10 Mayor, from Li berty Counsel, which is one of the
11 top litigators in this country. And, you know,

12 Li berty Counsel obviously reviewed the Pal m Beach
13 County proposed ordi nance and -- which, you know,
14 It obviously seeks to ban this protected speech,
15 but the Board of County Comm ssioners should reject
16 t he proposed ordi nance for nunerous infirmties,
17 i ncluding its ban on counseling that is purely

18 speech and violation of the First Anmendnent.

19 Now it is unconstitutional for Pal m Beach
20 County to enact this speech ban under the U S. and
21 Florida Constitution. And despite broad hone rule
22 powers, the county |acks the authority under
23 Florida |aw to enact the ordinance. The ban is --
24 the ban is prem sed on a strongman cl ai m of
25 barbaric practices but, in actuality, it bans
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1 ver bal discussion of sexuality.
2 The ban violates the First Amendnent rights,
3 not only of |icensed counselors, but also the
4  fundanental rights of parents to direct the
5 associ ations and upbringing of their mnor
6 children, and the rights of mnors thenselves to
7 seek and receive information.

8 Now as a parent, |'ll speak as a parent, with
9 all due respect, you have absolutely no authority
10 to dictate to ne or ny famly or ny children or as
11 a parent, no authority to dictate to ne where | can

12 and cannot take ny child if | choose. And as a

13 Christian, | have certain beliefs. Nowit does not
14 nean that | | ook at anybody el se's beliefs

15 differently, but I am as a Christian, | choose to
16 stand up for ny -- for ny child, and I amto bring
17 himup in the adnonition of the Lord. And when |
18 do that, if you're going to tell nme I'"mgoing to
19 get fined because -- or the counselor is going to
20 get fined -- one side gets fined, the other side
21 does not get fined, that doesn't seemright to ne.
22 But, therefore, not only does the county | ack

23 authority to invade the counselor-client

24 rel ationship, but the county also has no

25 jurisdiction to even attenpt to silence |icensed
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1 professionals fromspeaking to their mnor clients
2 about unwanted sane-sex attractions or gender
3 confusion, and for the ordi nance requirenent that
4 | i censed counselors affirm honosexuality and gender
5 confusion as beneficial to children. But under the
6 Florida | aw, however, the county has no authority
7 to act.
8 And |'mjust asking you to not only do the
9 right thing, vote no, but you are to take all of
10 this and vote on truth and fact, not enotion or
11 conjecture. Because this is an enotional issue,
12 but it's about truth and fact, and you need to stay
13 within the rules. And right now what you're trying
14 to do is take the lines out of 1-95 out and --
15 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you.
16 M5. TROMBINO. -- expect there not to be
17 chaos. Thank you.
18 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you. |1'd like to ask
19 staff one nore tinme: |Is anything in this proposed
20 ordi nance prohibiting a child fromgoing to a
21 therapist and talking to that therapist about their
22 feelings?
23 M5. HVIZD: In talking about their feelings,
24 no, nothing in this ordinance prohibits that.
25 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: kay. Thank you.
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1 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Sara Swart - -

2 Swarthout. Swarthout. Go ahead, Robert.

3 MR. TENNIES: M nane is Robert Tennies, and I
4 live in Boca Raton, Florida, and | appreciate the
5 opportunity to share with you today.

6 | believe that this -- this ordinance is an

7 overreach and takes away parental rights and

8 i nfringes on religious freedom A parent should

9 have the right to select a |icensed counsel or for
10 their child that is synpathetic to the parent's

11 religious beliefs.

12 Everyone has a world view, How they see the
13 world. As a Christian and as a Christian educator,
14 | see the world through a biblical lense. This is
15 a result of ny religious belief, and | believe the
16 Bi bl e communi cates the word of God. It inforns ne
17 on how | should see life.

18 When | ook at the majesty of the sky in the
19 nmorning, | see God's handi work because the Bible
20 says "The heavens declare the glory of God," Psalm
21 19:1. It inforns ne of ny ethics when it says "I
22 shal | not steal, covet, nurder, or place other gods
23 before him" Exodus 20. The scripture infornms ny
24 view of famly when it says, "A man will |eave his
25 father and nother and be united to his wife and
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1 t hey beconme one flesh," Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19: 5.
2 Therefore, | believe sane-sex marriage is contrary
3 to God's wll, and I want to -- | want to pass that
4 on to ny children, therefore, ny -- ny world view
5 Is going to influence how | raise ny children.

6 As an Anerican, |'ve always believed that I

7 have the right to raise ny children from a

8 religi ous perspective consistent to ny own, and the
9 state should not interfere on a decision such as

10 whether or not I would be able to send nmy child to
11 a |icensed counsel or supporting -- who supports ny
12 religious convictions. This is a matter before you
13 that inpacts parental rights and freedom of

14 religion, and I would appeal to you that you not

15 nmove forward with it. Thank you.

16 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Randal | C arke. Go

17 ahead.

18 M5. SWARTHOUT: My nane is Sara Swarthout, and
19 | live in Boca Raton, Florida. |'mso privileged
20 to be here and talk with you and have freedom of
21 speech here in addressing you, and | urge that you
22 al l ow freedom of speech for the therapists in Palm
23 Beach County.
24 | also want to ask you: Have you considered
25 how many dollars you're setting aside to defend
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1 this in the legal process? And also to consider

2 what it -- what a pernicious thing it mght be that
3 in this roomof a therapist that is usually

4 reserved for the client -- and nmaybe their parents,
5 maybe or nmaybe not -- the client and the therapist,
6 that now we're goi ng to have anot her seat and

7 that's going to be the governnent. How are you

8 going to prove this? Could that not be -- that

9 process be far nore pernicious than the ordi nance
10 itself? How are you going to enforce it? Wat is
11 It going to require to invade the privacy between
12 the therapist and his client? 1t seens sonewhat

13 fri ghtening.

14 | called earlier this week and spoke with

15 sonebody fromyour county office. They told ne,

16 "Oh, don't worry. This is a shoo-in. Al you need
17 I's four people on the board, and we've got them

18 This is going to pass no nmatter what."

19 | urge you to consider the bigger picture.
20 Thank you.
21 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Alicia Carke. o
22 ahead, Randall.
23 MR CLARKE: H . M nane is Randall d arke.
24 I"'ma resident in Wellington, Florida, and |I'm al so
25 a local pastor in -- here in Pal mBeach County, so
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1 t hank you for the opportunity to speak. And | just
2 wanted to give kind of a practical perspective.

3 "' m opposed to this ordinance, and | am a

4 pastor here in Pal mBeach County and | know t hat

5 there's an exclusion clause for pastors; however,

6 sone pastors nmay al so be |icensed therapists, so

7 there are pastors who are licensed therapists in

8 the county, and that could present an issue for

9 t hem of confusion regarding this ordinance. The

10 ordi nance -- but what | wanted to speak to as well
11 Is that the ordinance would take away ny ability to
12 refer to a licensed nental health therapi st

13 regarding this issue, and that of other pastors and
14 ot her professionals as well.

15 As a pastor, I'mnot trained as -- as a

16 trai ned therapist, as a professional therapist, in
17 many, many areas that face famlies today;

18 I ncl udi ng, for exanple, the pervasiveness of online
19 por nography and addiction. That's really a huge
20 I ssue in our culture here today as well. And so
21 |'"'mdeeply -- as a pastor, | would be deeply
22 concerned about the spiritual life of anyone who
23 wants to cone within nmy congregation or within the
24 community to speak to ne, but | realize that | have
25 limtations and many tinmes | need to refer people
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1 who are nore trained, better trained, well-trained
2 I n those areas, and that would inpede ny ability,
3 and ot her pastors, to do that.
4 | refer nost people who cone to ne for
5 counseling with issue -- any kind of issue:
6 Rel ati onshi p problem enotional problens, inner
7 conflict, | refer themto ny wife who is a |licensed
8 t herapi st here in Florida.
9 Peopl e go to therapy because they want to
10 change, because they want to clear up the confusion
11 that they face in all areas of their life, not in
12 just this particular issue. And relationship
13 | ssues are inner conflict of the dissonance that
14 they feel, and they want soneone to talk to who can
15 gi ve them professional guidance. And why would you
16 want to stop this in this particular issue that
17 we' re addressi ng here today? Wy would you want to
18 take away the parents' right to help their child
19 who's clearly having sone i ssues and conf usi on
20 about this to go and speak to a professional
21 counsel or who m ght be able to hel p them navi gate
22 t hrough that issue?
23 And, lastly, there are also, | believe,
24 cross-cultural inplications that we need to take
25 Into consideration. For famlies that are not just
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1 in nmy church, of which | have many, | have a very
2 mul tiethnic church here in Pal mBeach County, but
3 do you want to limt the rights of parents in a
4 Haitian famly or a Jamaican famly or a famly
5 from Guyana or fromBrazil or a Vietnanese famly
6 or a Guatenmalan famly? How are -- how are they
7 going to handle this in their own cultural -- the
8 culture that they grew up in and they bring into
9 this county?
10 So pl ease don't take away their freedom of
11 choice, their right to help their children --
12 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Thank you.
13 MR. CLARKE: -- address --
14 COWM SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you, sir.
15 MR. CLARKE: -- these confusing issues.
16 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you.
17 MR. CLARKE: Thank you.
18 COWM SSI ONER BURDI CK: Mel ani e Mahady. Go
19 ahead, Alice.
20 MRS. CLARKE: My nane is Alicia Carke. | am
21 a licensed nmental health counselor. | live in
22 Vel lington, Florida. | represent the South Florida
23  Association of Christian Counselors as their
24 adm ni strator.
25 | amhis wife, and what | wanted to bring to
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1 the thoughts here is that people do cone to
2 counsel i ng when they have that conflict of their
3 life and their behavior with their core val ues of
4 their heart. And parents bring their children to
5 counseling when their child wants to change from
6 bei ng an aggressive child, who's fighting with his
7 siblings or his friends or not getting al ong at
8 school, or a parent brings their child to
9 counseling -- and | ama counselor, and | have
10 counsel ed children and adol escents -- well, this is
11 up to 18 years old, right? Up to under 18 -- who
12 have been addicted to drinking, to pornography, to
13 sexual prom scuity, and to watching porn and to
14 even taking drugs, and parents are so concerned and
15 the child is as well, an adol escent, to wanting to
16 stop this behavior.
17 And so | think it would be wong for us to
18 say, "No, | can't help you stop that behavior. |
19 can't help you line up your life with what your
20 heart's desire is because it's illegal. It would
21 be crimnal activity.” And that's how!| feel if a
22 child or an adol escent cones to ne and says, "I
23 don't want these sexual attractions that are
24 honmosexual ," and sone who have practiced
25 honmosexual ity and say, "I don't want to do this
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anynore. Can you help ne?" And |'d have to say,
"No, | cannot help you because that's illegal."
And |'m not just tal king about their feelings, but

their behavior that they want to change, and it is

1
2
3
4
5 possible to do that in a gentle way. | don't
6 understand what the harmwould be if it's done just
7 talk therapy and it's done validating them as who

8 t hey are.

9 And so | think you shoul d oppose this because
10 if a mnor, an adol escent, wants to line their life
11 up with a belief, a core heart belief that they

12 want a heterosexual life and marriage and wants

13 hel p, that we have to say, "No, can't do it."

14  Thank you.

15 COWMM SSI ONER BURDI CK: Janina Seifel. Go

16 ahead, Ml ani e.

17 M5. MAHADY: My nane is Melanie Mahady. |1'm a
18 | i censed nental health counselor for the state of
19 Florida, and I live in Boynton Beach, Florida, and
20 | oppose this ban.

21 | want to share with you a case exanple to

22 give you a clear picture of why therapy to address
23 confusion is so inportant to this specific
24 popul ati on of sexual abuse victins struggling with

25 unwant ed gender identity and/ or sane-sex
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1 attractions. |'ve changed the identifying
2 i nformation in order to protect anonymty.
3 A 16-year-old boy cones into ny office, head
4  down, slouched over in tears. He tells nme that
5 when he was six years old he was sexual |y abused by
6 an older male. He never tal ked about it and tried
7 his best to push it out of his mnd. So now at 16
8 years old, heis in arelationship with his
9 girlfriend and is having sexual thoughts about nen.
10 And when he has -- when he has these sexual
11 t hought s about nen, he reports feeling ashaned,
12 angry, and fearful of those thoughts and questions
13 whet her he is gay. So he cones to therapy because
14 he wants help with his undesired thoughts and to
15 clear up the confusion that has surfaced as a
16 result of this abuse.
17 So this boy, at six years old, believed, when
18 he was sexual | y abused, that he deserved it, that
19 It was pleasurable so he nust be gay, and he nust
20 be asking for this to happen, that this was his
21 fault and this is who he is, and those nal adapti ve
22 beliefs are linked to his enptions of anger, shane,
23 guilt, and sadness resulting fromthe trauna.
24 Those beliefs are also attached to physi cal
25 synptons of anxiety, fear, and terror.
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1 So when this boy considers his attraction to
2 mal es, these sane nal adaptive synptons are
3 triggered and he feels shane, guilt, anxiety,
4 sadness, and anger. So it is ny job and
5 responsibility to the state of Florida to provide
6 t herapy that addresses negative beliefs and
7 synptons to help ny client safely and effectively
8 reprocess painful traumatic events in order to live
9 a healthier life that is not triggered by shane,
10 guilt, anger, sadness, fear, and terror.
11 | need to be able to process the shane he is
12 reporting that is linked to his sane-sex attraction
13 as well as his confusion surrounding his feelings
14 towards the sane sex resulting fromthe sexual
15 abuse he endured as a child, and this ordi nance
16 bans any therapy ai ned at change of attractions or
17 i dentity. Therefore, according to this ordinance,
18 this boy would not be permtted to receive the
19 t herapy of his choice since his goal is to change
20 his sexual attractions and identity which have
21 resulted fromthe sexual abuse.
22 So when you nmeke this decision, | just want
23 you to consider this type of case. |It's different
24  than those that are comng to therapy that identify
25 as gay and have these sane-sex attractions that
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1 they are confident in versus soneone who doesn't
2 want them and has gotten them from an abuse that
3 they' ve endured as a child. Thank you.
4 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Marla Dieterle. Go
5 ahead, Jani na.
6 M5. SEIFEL: Good norning. M nane is Janina
7 Seifel, and I'"'mfrom R viera Beach, Florida. And
8 Commi ssioner McKinlay, | want to say that | feel
9 like this ban or this ordinance is grossly being
10 not shared with you correctly, so | want to go
11 directly to the ordinance.
12 In Section 4, as defined in the ordinance,
13 t hat "Conversion therapy neans any counseling,
14 practices, or treatnents that seek to change an
15 I ndi vidual's sexual orientation or gender identity,
16 i ncluding but not limted to efforts to change
17 behavi or, gender identity or expressions, or to
18 elimnate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions
19 or feelings toward individuals of the sane gender
20 or sex." It continues -- it continues with that.
21 So | hope that at the end of ny talk with you all,
22 that you woul d pl ease ask your attorneys if this
23 ordi nance cl early bans any counseling ai ned at
24 change, specifically toif they -- if we are
25 allowed to work with people to dimnish their
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sane-sex attraction or if they want to renain the
sanme gender, are we allowed to do this with this
ordi nance? Because | think you'll find that that
answer i s no.

| cone before you as a licensed nental health
counsel or and as a nother to a sweet |little boy
over there. Hs nane is Zjjjj. | want to first
address as a professional and then as a not her.

| becanme |licensed in 2011 and have primarily
worked with juveniles both in foster care and al so
the crimnal justice system as well as their
famlies. As a professional, | feel that this
ordinance is a direct infringenment on the freedom
of speech for the client as well as the
professional. |t has been ny privilege and honor
to work with these young peopl e and have di scussed
Wth thema variety of topics: Education, famly,
social life, abstinence and sex education, and
anything else they felt was upsetting in their
life.

My role as a therapist is to help the
I ndi vi dual work through any thought or behavi or
that they deemtroublesone. M role as a therapist
Is to educate, if necessary, listen and to

facilitate conversation to the parents who bring

PBC 000364
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1 their children or teenagers to treatnment. The

2 t herapy roomof a professional is a safe place.

3 The very standards of ny |icense denmand that the

4 room be a judgnent free zone, a place where one can
5 conme and share their innernost struggles and

6 t hought s about fear of having their confidentiality
7 br oken.

8 Any client |'ve ever worked with who knows

9 that there is no topic that is taboo and that ny
10 role intheir life is to help themreach whatever
11 their goal is. |If they feel depressed and do not
12 want to feel that way, we work towards decreased or
13 absence of depression. |If they are using

14 subst ances and want to stop, we create a

15 client-driven plan to help them stop using

16 substances. |f they're experiencing unwanted --

17 this is the difference. This is unwanted sane-sex
18 attraction, then we wll work towards a resol ution
19 that they feel happy with. 1In no way, shape, or
20 form should there be a governnental ordinance
21 denying a client a right to discuss anything that
22 Is on their mnd. This is the very essence and
23 beauty of the therapeutic relationship. | beg of
24 you not to take this freedomaway fromthe client
25 as | fear what freedom woul d be taken away next.
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1 As a nother, | have to say |'m appalled that
2 this is even being considered because | see this as
3 a direct assault on ny parental right.
4 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you. Enma
5 Dieterle. Go ahead, Marl a.
6 M5. MARLA DI ETERLE: Good norning. M nane isS
7 Marla Dieterle, and I'ma certified couns -- school
8 counsel or by profession through the state of
9 Florida. |'mvery passionate about counseling, and
10 I'"'mso thankful to be a part of this profession.
11 | cone to you today on behalf of a sector of a
12 popul ati on whose rights are bei ng underm ned.
13 According to our state and national constitutions,
14 each and every citizen has the right to freely
15 share their opinions and obey their religious and
16 conscientious duties. This present conm ssion has
17 set forth a proposition to bar |licensed counsel ors
18 fromsharing the divine and scientific truths about
19 mal e and fenal e bodi es.
20 Though others in this county nay disagree wth
21 the belief that a person being nmade only nal e and
22 female, it's the express right of these
23 professionals to follow the dictates of conscience
24 I nstead of the repression of this enactnent. | ask
25 you therefore not to decide on this proposition for
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1 t he sake of the opinion of one sector of our county
2 but to stand on the ideals of our country with

3 regards to our inalienable rights. According to

4 our state and national constitutions, each and

5 every citizen has the right to freely share their

6 opi ni ons and obey their religious and conscientious
7 duti es.

8 Wth regards to a m nor under the age of 18

9 bei ng able to seek counseling regarding his or her
10 sexual identity, if that mnor is questioning or

11 wanting to change his or her gender identity, the
12 desire of his or her sexual orientation will not

13 change the scientific truth of his or her DNA.  CQur
14 DNA has X and Y chronpbsones and surgery cannot

15 change those facts.

16 God has delineated clearly in the "Book of

17 Genesi s" that he created life as nman and woman

18 alike. It is not an accident. It is a gift of CGod
19 that is to be cherished. H's word is our true
20 source of w sdom
21 So | hereby stand before the comm ssion to say
22 that this proposal is inherently wong
23 constitutionally, and it's also harnful to our
24 mnors. |'masking you to stand up for what you
25 know is right and true based on our country's
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1 foundation, and to protect our mnors from harm
2 | appeal to your conscience and ask you to
3 vote no agai nst this ordi nance.
4 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Robert Swarthout. Go
5 ahead, Emmm.
6 M5. EMVA DI ETERLE: Good norning. M nane is
7 Emma Dieterle. | ama hone-educated high school
8 student in Pal mBeach County. | felt | needed to
9 speak before this conmm ssion today.
10 The Bi bl e provides the only true foundation

11 for our thinking, starting with God's word, "W

12 know that gender role is created by God and t hat

13 people are created male and fenmale," Genesis 1,

14 "fromthe beginning.” No matter how hard you try,
15 you can't wish this fundanental physical reality

16 away. The Bible teaches us that nman and woman was
17 created in his own inage. Qur gender identity is a
18 soci al construct that can't change.

19 In Maine and California, students identifying
20 as transgender can use whi chever restroomthey

21 desire. The new way to approach the body is to see
22 it as an Arch project, a neans of self-expression
23 rather than is how we were originally created. The
24 | ifestyl e choice of transgenders cause nmuch pain

25 and brokenness. The suicide rates anpong
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transgender individuals are 20 tinmes higher than
t he general popul ation.
| ama witing contributor to a Grl Defined

bl og whi ch encourages young wonen to nake -- to

1

2

3

4

5 make God's design for womanhood, and | personally

6 see the heartache and pain when m nors nmake choi ces
7 outsi de the boundaries of how God's word says we

8 should Iive.

9 We shoul d open our eyes to see that God has

10 made us according to his perfect design. Man and
11 womanhood aren't plan B. God hinself has nade us
12 as we are, and m nors under the age of 18 should be
13 able to hear this kind of counseling. W cannot

14 have our young people making the rul es and

15 determning what's truth w thout pure | ogic.

16 The fact in plain truth is God has created us

17 to be a specific gender. | strongly -- | strongly

18 encourage you to vote no against this ordinance.

19 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: W I i am Duper e.

20 MR. SWARTHOUT: My nane is Robert Swarthout.
21 | Iive in Boca Raton, Florida.

22 | saw an article recently about Silvana De
23 Mari. She's a nedical doctor and a therapist in

24 Italy. She doesn't practice in Florida. |[If she

25 were to cone to Boca Raton, and if | were to pay
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1 for a neeting hall and | et her speak about her
2 opi ni on that honobsexuality is why -- unw se, would
3 that be illegal for me to do that? Melissa, would
4 that be legal for nme to do that?
5 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Sir, we don't -- we
6 don't di al ogue.
7 MR, SWARTHOUT: Pardon ne?
8 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: W don't di al ogue.
9 MR. SWARTHOUT: Ch, you do not di al ogue.
10 COWM SSI ONER BURDI CK:  That's ri ght.
11 MR. SWARTHOUT: Woul d the attorneys comment on
12 t hat ?
13 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: You have three m nutes
14 to speak, sir.
15 MR. SWARTHOUT: WI 1| the attorneys comment on
16 t hat issue?
17 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Sir, the way we do public
18 coment is you have three mnutes to nake your
19 conment s.
20 MR. SWARTHOUT: I n other words, the attorneys
21 cannot comment on that?
22 MAYCR MCKI NLAY: Not unl ess staff or
23 comm ssi on asks themto.
24 MR. SWARTHOUT: Ckay. Very good.
25 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you.
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1 MR, SWARTHOUT: Melissa, |'mpretty sure that
2 your pitch --

3 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: |I'msorry, sir. |It's very

4 di srespectful. [|'man elected nenber. You can

5 address ne as Comm ssioner or --

6 MR. SWARTHOUT: |I'msorry. | couldn't hear

7 your voi ce.

8 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: You nmy address ne as

9 Comm ssi oner or Mayor, but please don't call any
10 menbers of the commi ssion by their first nane

11 during a public hearing. Thank you.

12 MR. SWARTHOUT: McKinlay, am | speaking

13 that -- can | use that? Can | use that nane?

14 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Pl ease just nake your public
15 conments.

16 MR. SWARTHOUT: | think that the pitch that
17 you're pushing is not going to help the deno --

18 denocratic party over the long run. That's just a
19 political opinion.
20 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Eli zabeth Bessette. o
21 ahead, WIIliam
22 MR. DUPERE: Good norning. M nane is WIliam
23 Dupere. | am headmaster of Berean Christian
24 School, and | |live at 130 Nottingham Road, and |
25 al so represent Christian Schools of Pal m Beach
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County as president.
|'ve been following this for about a nonth now
and ny biggest concern is, as a headnaster of a

school of about 700 students, is that parents w ||

1
2
3
4
5 | ose the right to be able to advocate for their
6 child. W have a program at our school that is
7 grace- based where, confidentially, a parent can
8 suggest for or ask for counseling for -- from our
9 counsel or.

10 | enploy a state counselor, which is Chapter
11 491, and we are disconcerted about this because she
12 will lose the ability to, A counsel those students
13 at a parent request, and also refer those students
14 out for areferral. So this is alarmng for ne in
15 t hat people actually send their kids to our school
16 because they know that we care and because we then
17 of fer assistance. Not because | dictate what that
18 assi stance is or that ny counsel or dictates what

19 that assistance is, but it's based on what the

20 student wants, and on many tines the parent and the
21 student want their child to be counsel ed through

22 this process.

23 | would ask for you to oppose this and

24 definitely ask that you stand up for parental
25 rights. Thank you.
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1 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Carly Cass, Cass. Does

2 not wi sh -- oh, okay.

3 Steve Thomas. Go ahead, Elizabeth.

4 M5. BESSETTE: (Good norning, Conm ssioners and

5 Mayor. | would just like to reiterate that |'min

6 support of a ban that prevents nental health

7 prof essi onals from changing a person's sexual

8 | dentity.

9 Fundanental ly, | can agree with one aspect of
10 this debate, and that's freedom But as a resident
11 of Pal m Beach County and a nental health
12 professional, this is sonething that | cannot back
13 as far as conversion therapy goes.

14 As a therapist, the first rule of thunb is to
15 do no harm Conversion therapy not only violates
16 this ethic, but it inplies that a therapist has the
17 ability to change one's sexual orientation. As

18 great as we are, therapists are far and w de unabl e
19 to pinpoint the therapeutic intervention which can
20 make an individual change this part of who they

21 are.

22 Et hical clinicians maintain and conplete

23 conti nui ng education and consultation to ensure

24 that their political, personal, and religious views
25 are not inpressed on to their clients as this
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1 | npacts their ability to remain objective. For

2 this reason, I'mhaving a difficult tine

3 under standi ng the discrimnation of religion and

4  freedom of speech in the context of nental health

5 counselors as it relates to banning conversion

6 t her apy.

7 Mani pul ating research to help this argunent in
8 and of itself is detrinental. There is no evidence
9 that any of the clainms of conversion therapy is

10 effective, and the APAs concl uded t hat

11 honmosexual ity is not a nental illness or disorder,
12 so what purpose does conversion therapy serve?

13 | appreciate the concern and ensuring the

14 freedom of therapists to continue practicing the

15 way we see fit, but even we are not above a code of
16 ethics. Doctors, priests, nurses, politicians, we
17 all have a spectrum which we have to practice our
18 craft within, and to think there is a total freedom
19 Is a farce in general.
20 The i nplenentation of orders -- ordinances
21 such as those that will allow conversion therapy to
22 continue is not sonething that | can support. |
23 entered this field wanting to make a difference. |
24 don't attenpt to change anyone as | feel each
25 person | work wth already has the tools that they
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1 need to be able to make the difference they desire
2 intheir life. | amsinply a facilitator of that
3 change.
4 | think each of the clients | interact with
5 are all gifted, talented, unique, and beauti ful
6 people on their owmn. Collaboration within the
7 therapeutic relationship aids an individual in
8 real i zing and accepting their true self. So the
9 guestion | pose is: Wat kind of a therapist would
10 | be if | assune that ny client was inadequate or
11 wrong or inappropriate based on their sexuality?
12  And what kind of arrogant clinician would | be to
13 assune | had the power to change who they were?
14  Thank you.
15 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you. Kieron
16 Shar pe.
17 MR. THOMAS. Good norning. M nane is Steve
18 Thomas. | amthe pastor of the First Bapti st
19 Church of Delray Beach, and | | ead the Pal m Beach
20 Bapti st Network and Associ ati on of about 100
21 churches here in Pal m Beach County.
22 | want to say, first of all, | appreciate you
23 as conmi ssioners. This is a difficult job and I
24 think that it's -- there's a |lot of hard choices
25 you have to make. And it seens today that we're
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1 comng to an i ssue where you're saying, "W want to
2 hel p the weak,"” and I want you to know I appl aud

3 you for that. | think that's a positive thing;

4 however, | cannot support this ordi nance.

5 I|"mnot a fan of conversion or reparative

6 t herapy because | think it -- it has, in sone

7 cases, used the therapist's office in a way that

8 woul d provide shane, harmin difficult situations;
9 however, because sone have misused therapy doesn't
10 nmean that we should Iimt or try to ban therapy.

11 In the sane way, sone peopl e have abused pageants,
12 child sports, all kinds of things that children do
13 and cause psychol ogi cal harm but we're not banni ng
14  that.

15 What we're saying is, as Christians, as

16 followers of Christ, is we want to raise our Kkids
17 that they could | ove the Lord their God wth al

18 their heart, with all their soul, with all their

19 m nd, and to | ove their neighbor as thensel ves.
20 That was a answer that Jesus Christ gave when he
21 was questioned by | awers, "What's the nost
22 i nportant thing? Wat really matters?" And Jesus
23 said that. He quoted the Shema from Deuteronony 6,
24 "Love the Lord your God wth all your heart, soul,
25 and mnd. Love your neighbors yourself." That's
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as believers, as Christians, as pastors that we're
trying to get people to do. W do not earn God's
grace or God's favor by doing good. W earn CGod's

grace and God's favor by responding to his |ove by

1

2

3

4

5 | oving himand by | oving others.
6 |'ve raised three kids here in this county.

7 |"ve enjoyed it. | love this place. And |

8 appreci ate you being a part of helping it to be a
9 great place to live; however, | think it's really,
10 really scary for you to try to tell therapists to
11 not present a certain point of view, which happens
12 to be our point of view, which nmakes it much nore
13 difficult for us to raise our kids in this

14 wonderful place called Pal mBeach County.

15 | think it's a great idea to try to help us
16 all get along and | ove one another, but to [imt

17 and try to step into the therapist's office and say
18 to ne as a pastor, ne as a parent, "You can't get
19 certain help to help a child evaluate their

20 sexuality." | think that's -- that's a wong step,
21 and | think it nakes it a nmuch nore dangerous and
22 much worse place to live.

23 So thank you so nmuch for your tine today. |

24 appreci ate your worKk.

25 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Dr. Carla [sic] Wls.
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1 Go ahead, Kieron.
2 MR. SHARPE: (Good norning. M nane is Kieron
3 Sharpe. | live in Jupiter, Florida, and |I've been
4 a counseling pastor for many years. And | just
5 want to appreciate and show ny appreciation to this
6 body for the decisions you have to make. And I
7 woul d al so pray and encourage you to seriously
8 consider -- we've heard so nmany different argunents
9 this norning. There's a |lot of passion here. And
10 | don't want to be redundant and repeat sone of the

11 amazi ng stories and argunents that people have
12 made, but | just wanted to ask a coupl e of

13 guesti ons.

14 We are here concerned with children, and

15 that's why we're here. And | would also like to
16 say that the reason why we're concerned wth

17 children is because they're our future. W |ove
18 our kids. I|I'ma parent of three kids, now a parent
19 of al nost six grandkids. W |ove our children.
20 And there's sone questions that conme out with

21 regard to what is being pronoted here.

22 Wrds |ike "conversion," that predisposes the
23 argunent that this is a really bad thing. CQur
24 counsel ors and our therapists who are in that field

25 and that line of work, | would say that they have
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1 to be |l oving because the whol e purpose of a

2 counselor is building relationships within the

3 counseling environnent. |In building relationships,
4 the environnment has to be confortable. It has to

5 be | oving and these kids need to be affirned and

6 encour aged.

7 What is ny point? |If a child cones in and the
8 parent sends themin for hel p because they have an
9 unwant ed sexual attraction, the role is to help

10 this child or this student reach that place where
11 they can make the appropriate decision and be at

12 ease and confort with the decisions they nake.

13 One of the things | see that cone out here,

14 we're accused, as counselors, of trying to change
15 the orientation that causes depression, suicidal

16 t hought s, substance abuse and the |like. | get

17 these kids comng to ne before they even step into
18 a counseling office. They already have these types
19 of things going on.
20 And I'll cite one exanple. A young wonman, who
21 was suicidal, who struggled with sane-sex
22 attraction, fromher perspective it was unwanted,
23 and she got the appropriate help. And fast forward
24 a fewyears. She is nowa wfe and nother of three
25 heal thy children. No nore ideation of suicide. No
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1 nore disconforts. She's noving forward, and | see
2 these kids all the tine.
3 So all we want -- it would behoove you to
4 real |y consi der opposing this prohibition because
5 it's about the health and wel fare of our children.
6 Thank you.
7 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you. Kat hl een
8 Moran [sic]. Here you go.
9 M5. WELS: H . M nane is Dr. Daria Wls. |
10 live in Boca Raton, Florida. |[|'ve been a |licensed

11 psychologist in the state of Florida for over 25

12 years. The Florida Board of Psychol ogy is conposed
13 of five persons with doctorate degrees in

14 psychol ogy and was established to ensure that every
15 psychol ogi st practicing in this state nmeets m ni num
16 requi renments for safe practice. So if they

17 discipline a psychologist, it is done by peers who

18 understand all of the nuances.

19 In Section 7, you state that "This ordi nance
20 Is enforceable by the county's code enforcenent
21 officers.” So PalmBeach County wll be sending

22 out the sane person that ascertains that garbage
23 cans are up to code to evaluate the therapy of a
24 | i censed psychol ogi st practices? You fail to cite

25 evi dence to show why existing channels for
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1 conpl ai nts woul d not be adequate to address any
2 al | eged harm
3 A licensed professional who counsels her own
4 child, arguably, would run afoul of the ordinance
5 because the ordi nance prohibits conversion therapy
6 by a |icensed counsel or whether the counselor is
7 paid or unpaid. There is no exception for parents
8 who are |icensed providers who m ght give counsel
9 to their owmn LGBT-identified child.
10 Research shows that autistic adol escents are
11 7.59 tinmes nore likely to express gender variance.
12 Adolescent girls with autismare vulnerable to
13 bei ng m sdi agnosed as bei ng transgender because
14 they fixate on gender just as they fixate on other
15 t hi ngs.
16 Under this ordi nance, a provider who attenpts
17 to help an autistic client sort out whether she is
18 fixating on gender but is not trans, or whether she
19 Is really transgender, could be accused of
20 practicing conversion therapy. Adol escent |esbhians
21 report growi ng pressure within the LGBT community
22 to identify as transgender nales instead of as
23 | esbian girls.
24 The ordi nance contains a bl anket prohibition
25 on so-called conversion therapy for mnors. Mnors
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1 are defined as children under 18; however, the

2 ordi nance treats a mnor who is 17 the sane as a

3 m nor who i s two.

4 The ordi nance infringes on the religious

5 | iberty rights of pastors and parents. A |ay

6 person who is a licensed counselor for Catholic

7 Charities, for exanple, is not afforded a protected
8 right to engage in religious counseling.

9 My quick read of the Pal m Beach County

10 ordi nances show that you do not police any other

11 professions. Wiy are you picking on psychol ogi sts?
12 How about requiring accountants to inform mnors

13 that using a calculator stunts their math

14 abilities?

15 You have a |lot to worry about if you start

16 down the road of nuzzling psychol ogists. Once you
17 do, there is no return. The road to hell is paved
18 wth many good intentions. Thank you.

19 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Tyler Hamlton. o
20 ahead, Kat hl een.
21 M5. MARTIN. My nane is Kathleen Martin, and
22 I'"'ma |licensed psychot herapist currently in private
23 practice in Pal mBeach County. M three m nutes
24 are going to be used asking a few questions. Not
25 of you all, don't worry, but general questions.
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1 My first one being: How nmany of you renenber
2 thenare G 9° 9 @ ves actual ly
3 nared G VM " @ e was born on
4 I 2016. He was the infant born in the

5 United Kingdomw th m tochondrial DNA depletion

6 syndronme, a very rare genetic disorder. (R s
7 case captured the world's attention and rai sed

8 questions concerning the governnent's right to

9 oversee and ultimately take control of a child's
10 nmedi cal treatnent and disregard -- actually,

11 disallow a parent's right to seek treatnent for

12 their child.

13 United Kingdom actually refused to all ow

14 JJ s rarents to take himto the U. S for

15 nedical treatment with hopes of saving (N s
16 life. A five nonth court battle ensued, to no

17 avail. The pope, the president, and truthfully

18 every person that | -- | know did not agree with
19 Engl and' s decision to refuse to allow his parents
20 to travel in a desperate attenpt to save their
21 child s life.
22 A different issue you state concerning today's
23 heari ng? No, no. Today's issue is the beginning
24 of a slippery slope. Stripping away a child's
25 rights, parental rights, essentially all in favor
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1 of a governnent's control, that's frightening to
2 me, very frightening.

3 Nunber two question: How many of you have

4 attended graduate school and becone |icensed

5 t her api sts?

6 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Just the first four.

7 M5. MARTIN. Ckay. Good, a couple here.

8 Well, if you had, you would have heard one --
9 you would have | earned one of the very first

10 har d- and-fast rules of therapy, and that is to go
11 where the client goes. W're trained and we're
12 retrained not to take control, not to inpose our
13 personal beliefs on any client. That woul d be

14 | nappropriate. OCh, but wait a mnute, isn't that
15 exactly what this ban is |ooking to do? This ban
16 Is looking to i npose a county, a governnent's

17 agenda to what they deemis appropriate rather than
18 allowng the child and the client to direct the
19 t her apy needed.
20 The state is actually asking us, as
21 therapists, to break our hard-and-fast rule and
22 direct a child to an agenda determ ned by the state
23 rather than determ ned by the child. Unthinkable
24 for a therapist. Unthinkable.
25 Nunmber three: Finally, how many of you are
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1 parents? | know we got to nmake it quick here.
2 kay. Can you think of one person in your life, in
3 your child' s |ife that has a nore pure or |oving
4 notive for your child than you? Can you think of
5 one person who would have a nore pure notive? |
6 can't. | doubt it. And yet parents are being told
7 they are not allowed to get their children help
8 when their children are struggling wth unwanted
9 sexual --
10 COWM SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Thank you.
11 M5. MARTIN  Sorry.
12 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK:  Thank you.
13 M5. MARTIN:. Thank you. Thank you.
14 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Charl ene Harren. Go
15 ahead, Tyl er.
16 MR. HAM LTON:  Thank you, Conmm ssioners.
17 Yours is a job that's not for the faint of heart,
18 and so | appreciate the wllingness to serve this
19 county.
20 On the issue of banning therapy for mnors, |
21 t hi nk everyone's hearts are in the right place. |
22 have friends who are neither coerced into therapy
23 nor prom sed sonething that couldn't be delivered
24  through therapy and who have experienced success.
25 Thi s ordi nance, and the people who put you up to
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1 proposing it, marginalize ny friends by telling
2 themthat they either don't exist or that they're
3 diluted. This ordinance also steals an option from
4 kids who are just like ny friends.
5 G ven that this ordi nance was recycled from
6 numer ous identical ones circulating throughout
7 muni ci palities in South Florida, it's clear that
8 this ban was pronpted by a group with an objective
9 to get rid of any notion that conflicts with their
10 own views and basic assunptions about sexuality.
11 Li kew se, the ordi nance is based upon
12 presupposi tions and conclusions primarily taken
13 fromthe American Psychiatric Association, Anerican
14 Psychol ogi cal Associations, drawn frominconplete
15 research evidence. And the organizations draw ng
16 the concl usions are represented by association
17 menbers wth specific biases and objectives.
18 The APA Task Force Report, for exanple, is
19 written by nenbers of that organi zation who have
20 written el sewhere about strategy and success in
21 getting rid of any therapy besides that which they
22 espouse, specifically what you've operationally
23 defined as conversion therapy.
24 | have two questions. Wat particul ar
25 expertise or information does the county posses
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1 about therapy that would lead it to co-op the

2 Fl ori da Departnent of Health? And secondly, with

3 passage of this ordinance, only so-called

4 affirmati ve therapy would be available to m nors;

5 t herefore, what body of research evi dence does the
6 county use to denonstrate safety and efficacy of

7 such therapy? Specifically, what research evidence
8 exi sts to suggest that this type of therapy is safe
9 and effective in mnors who are indeed distressed
10 by their attractions or behaviors? Thank you.

11 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Amanda Canate. Ckay.
12 M5. HARREN: My nane is Charl ene Harren.

13 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: WAit a m nute,

14 Char | ene.

15 M5. HARREN: |'m sorry.

16 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Rand Hoch. Go ahead,
17 Charlene. |'msorry.

18 M5. HARREN. My nane is Charlene Harren, and |
19 live in Boynton Beach. M husband, who just passed
20 away in May, was a pastoral counselor. He worked
21 for many years with people who had unwant ed
22 honosexual attractions, including teenagers, young
23 adults, and nen. He would also refer themto
24 prof essional counselors to address the deeper
25 | ssues. Professional counseling is a very
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1 | nportant resource for people addressing unwant ed
2 attractions.
3 Over the years we had the privil ege of
4 wtnessing change take place in the lives of nmany
5 of the people that we knew through mnistry and
6 many of the people that he counseled. In fact, ny
7 husband and | had the privilege of attending a
8 weddi ng of one of the young nen that ny husband had
9 counsel ed.
10 And when ny husband passed away, that sane
11 young man called to offer condol ences. He said
12 t hat ny husband had hel ped hi m becone the man he is
13 t oday, and he added that he and his wife and two
14 children were noving away to begin training to
15 enter the mnistry.
16 Over the years we have known many peopl e who
17 have chose to get help for reduci ng unwant ed
18 honosexual attractions. |'ve known several couples
19 that one or both used to identify as honbsexual but
20 are now nmarried to one another in a heterosexual
21 rel ationship. And | have known ot hers who have
22 chosen cel i bacy over honobsexual rel ationships.
23 Al t hough you may not personally know peopl e
24  who have been dissatisfied wwth their honosexual
25 attractions, please don't assune such people do not
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1 exist. There are, in fact, many people who desire
2 change, including many teenagers. Please don't

3 disregard this population. Please don't take away
4 the right of young people to seek |icensed

5 prof essi onal counseling when they are distressed by
6 their unwanted attractions. Wuld you want this

7 for your child? Wuld you want your child to have
8 no ot her choice? Please vote no on this ordinance.
9 Thank you.

10 MR HOCH H . M nane is Rand Hoch. [|I'm

11 president of -- and founder of the Pal m Beach

12 County Human Ri ghts Council. Mayor MKi nlay and

13 Comm ssioners, thank you for taking a look at this
14 ordi nance at our request.

15 Over the past two years we've heard fromtwo
16 I ndi vidual s, m nors, who have been required to go
17 to conversion therapy by their parents. These are
18 kids with gay friends who are confortabl e where

19 they are; It's their parents that have a problem
20 with their children being gay or |eshian.
21 | guess I'mthe first |awer other than Hel ene
22 to talk today. You've heard |egal advice froma
23 bunch of psychol ogi sts and ot her people, but | have
24 to tell you, Helene has done an amazi ng j ob | ooki ng
25 at this for the past year and a half. She's read
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1 every case that's out there. She has chall enged
2 Trent Steele and | and Jam e Foreman fromthe
3 council on every section that mght be a problem a
4 year and a half of |egal research, and she won nost
5 of the argunents. Things --
6 When we first nade the presentation, we were
7 overreaching. W knew that we wanted everything.
8 Wt wanted to prohibit advertising of conversion
9 therapy, which is illegal in two states because
10 conversion therapy is fraudulent. There is no
11 evidence that it works. Anong the federal cases,
12 they woul dn't even allow one of the w tnesses, who
13 was a conversion therapist, to testify because he
14 | acked scientific know edge and reality that was
15 acceptable by the courts.
16 Qur ordinance is different than the one in
17 M am - Dade County. It's narrower because of
18 Hel ene. She took a | ook at what was going on there
19 and said, "This opens us up to a problem" so she
20 cl osed t he gap.
21 Fl orida | egi sl ature has never had a hearing on
22 conversion therapy regardl ess of what you' ve been
23 told. Excuse ne?
24 COW SSI ONER:  Can you address that?
25 MR. HOCH. kay. They've never had a hearing
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1 on conversion therapy. Bills have been filed, but
2 t hey have refused to anend the sections of the | aw
3 t hat governs psychol ogi sts, psychiatrists, nedical
4 providers, to specifically address conversion
5 therapy, and that's the problemand that's why
6 we're here today. That's why we've been to other
7 pl aces t hroughout the county, and other groups have
8 been t hroughout Florida because there is a problem
9 Conversion therapy causes harm That is proven in
10 every one of the studies that we provided you.
11 And | apol ogi ze for giving you hundreds of
12 pages of things to review, but it's consistent.
13 And these are done by real groups. They're not
14 done by the Anerican Coll ege of Pediatricians --
15 and | have ten seconds left -- so nothing affects
16 free speech. It affects conduct, and that has been
17 dealt wwth by the United States Suprene Court and a
18 | ot of |lower courts. Thank you.
19 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you.
20 That concl udes the nenbers of the public who
21 wi sh to speak, but we do have a nunber of cards
22 here that do not want to speak but wanted their
23 nanmes read into the record.
24 Amanda Canate is in support. Dylan Brocks is
25 In support. Carly Cass is in support. Shernman
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Di bbl e i s opposed. Rachel Brent is opposed. Julie
Thomas is in opposition. Joe Seifel is opposed.
And Vanessa Smth is al so opposed.

And t hat concl udes our conmrent fromthe

1
2
3
4
5 public, and I will nowturn it over to the Mayor of
6 Pal m Beach County, Melissa MKinl ay.

7 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you very nuch. Thank
8 you very nuch. Conm ssioner Berger, you're

9 recogni zed.

10 COWM SSI ONER BERGER: | wanted to ask

11 sonet hi ng of Rand, but that's okay, he's already

12 sat dowmn. |'ll just nmake it in ny comments.
13 MAYOR MCKI NLAY:  Ckay.
14 COW SSI ONER BERGER:  1'Il just nake it in ny

15 conments.

16 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: We're on comments. Did you
17 want to nake your comments or do you want nme to

18 cone back to you?

19 COW SSI ONER BERGER:  Still on questions?

20 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: No, we're not. W're on

21 coment right now.

22 COW SSI ONER BERGER:  Ckay. Do we need a

23 noti on?

24 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Actually, we can do -- we can

25 do questions, that's fine. Conm ssioner Abrans.

PLEASANTON, GREENHI LL, MEEK & MARSAA PBC 000392
561. 833. 7811




Case 9:18-cv-80771-RLR Document 36-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/01/2018 Page 69 of ¢q

105

1 COW SSI ONER ABRAMS: Thank you, Madam Mayor .

2 | do have a couple of areas of inquiry here. The

3 first is this issue of the Board's jurisdiction,

4 the county's jurisdiction, | guess, over this

5 I ssue. What's the county attorney's position on

6 t hat ?

7 M5. HVIZD. Well, the question | believe

8 shoul d not be phrased in terns of jurisdiction,

9 which is an authority to hear an issue. | believe
10 it rather is a question of preenption. That's the
11 way a court would look at it.

12 As you know, there are two ways that the

13 county m ght be preenpted fromlegislating in a

14 particular area. One is an express preenption.

15 There is no express preenption in the Florida | aw
16 COW SSI ONER ABRAMS:  That's when the

17 | egi sl ature specifically says "The county shall not
18 | egislate in this area.”

19 M5. HVIZD. Correct. And the second way woul d
20 be an inplied preenption, and that would be

21 sonething that the courts would have to inply from
22 the legislative schene. And in this regard, you
23 are witing on a clean slate. There has been no
24 court in the state of Florida to address this type
25 of question, and so | amal so giving you advice
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based on a | ack of precedence that we can refer to.
The proponents of this particular ordi nance
point to | anguage in the Florida |egislature that

says that counties may protect the health, safety,

1

2

3

4

5 and wel fare of children, and they see that as a
6 statenent of the legislature's intent not to

7 preenpt counties fromlegislating in this area.
8 That's one argunent. The other side of the
9 argunent is that Florida does have a very broad
10 Patient's Bill of Rights and very extensive

11 | egi sl ati on regardi ng professional associations and
12 boards that do oversee physicians.

13 So there is an argunent to be made on both

14 sides. There is no express preenption, however.

15 COW SSI ONER ABRAMS: (Ckay. And then | guess
16 the -- noving to nore of a substantive issue on
17 this, you know, a lot of discussion -- | was

18 wondering where all ny friends from Boca Raton,
19 where they were when the Boca Raton City Counci l
20 took this up; but in any event, I'mglad to see you

21 all canme up here to West Palm But let ne ask: A

22 |l ot of -- a |ot of debate this norning about
23 di scussion -- discussing with youth or children the
24 I ssue of unwanted attractions versus the act -- the

25 actual treatnent or seeking to change a child's
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sexual orientation.
And | know we're on first reading today and,
you know, | don't know if this is going to nove

forward or not; but if it were to nove forward, |if

1

2

3

4

5 there weren't sone ability to even further sort of
6 narromy tailor this to the actual treatnent that
7 woul d seek to change a child's sexual

8 orientation -- because ny problemisn't so nuch

9

wth the freedomthat | think people should have to

10 di scuss things as opposed -- or even counseling
11 and, you know, | don't know if that's a termof art
12 in the, you know, psychol ogical community, but I

13 do, in ny head at |east, nake a distinction between
14 di scussi ng and counseling versus what we have in

15 your definition of practices or treatnent to seek
16 to change an individual's sexual orientation or

17 gender identity because that | don't think can

18 occur as a matter of fact. But, you know, if this
19 were to conme back, Madam Mayor, you know, |

200 would -- | would like to see if we couldn't tighten
21 that up to prohibit the actual activity that |

22 think is being conplained of by the Human Ri ghts

23 Coalition, which is the actual practice or

24 treat ment of changi ng soneone's sexual orientation.

25 And then just if you can confirmthat you've
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1 witten it up so that it sort of works both ways.

2 That, you know, a child who is gay cannot be

3 converted to being straight, |ikew se, this would

4 prohibit a straight child from being converted to

5 being gay if -- you know, again, if any of that is

6 even possible, which it's not in ny view. And

7 that's what you are saying in this -- in this

8 section for definition of conversion therapy.

9 Because whil e you are saying that conversion
10 t herapy does not include counseling that provides
11 support and assi stance, et cetera, you have
12 provided that this is so as long as such counseling
13 does not seek to change an individual's sexual
14 orientation or gender identity. So it works both
15 ways as you've drafted it; is that correct?

16 M5. HVIZD: Correct.

17 COW SSI ONER ABRAMS: Ckay. Thank you.

18 MAYOR MCKI NLAY:  Commi ssi oner Val eche.

19 COW SSI ONER VALECHE: Thank you, Madam Mayor .
20 | think we're on very dangerous ground here and, to
21 me, this is primarily about speech and what we're
22 doing here, to be honest, and at least in ny view,
23 Is crimnalizing and --

24 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: M. Valeche, I'd like to

25 remnd you that we're on questions right now, not
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1 on conmments.
2 COW SSI ONER VALECHE: Ckay. Well, I'm
3 questioning the Board's notives in doing this, but
4 ("1 -- 1"11 defer -- 1I'lIl wait. Sure.
5 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you. Conm ssioner
6 Ker ner .
7 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Thank you, Madam Mayor .
8 My -- ny line of questioning pertains directly to
9 what Conmmi ssioner Abrans was interested in, and
10 that is the inplied preenption concern for -- the
11 | egi sl ature would have to fully occupy the field of
12 regul ation over this conduct for it to be inpliedly
13 preenpted; is that correct?
14 M5. HVIZD:. | think | mght extend that a
15 little bit. You're suggesting that they woul d have
16 to conpletely occupy the field as to this conduct
17 as to --
18 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  As to the regul ation of
19 mental health treatnent, | guess.
20 M5. HVIZD: Ckay. |If it is nore -- if the
21 statenent is nore broad, | would agree with that.
22 COWMM SSI ONER KERNER:  And so in that line, |
23 know that there's not any precedent as to sexual
24 orientation change efforts specifically, but is the
25 County Attorney's Ofice aware of regulation within
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1 that field by |ocal governnents that don't pertain
2 specifically to that issue?

3 M5. HVIZD: O her than the ordi nances that

4 several other municipalities have already passed,
5 | -- 1 amnot aware of every nunicipality's

6 ordi nances though, so --

7 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Sure. Well, | guess |I'm
8 wondering: Have other |ocal governnents attenpted
9 to regulate -- not SOCE specifically, but other

10 aspects of nental health or psychol ogi cal

11 treat nent ?

12 M5. HVIZD: And again, Conmi ssioner, |I'm

13 sorry, I'mjust not able to answer that question
14 wth any specificity. | can't -- | can't say.

15 COW SSI ONER KERNER: | f we find instances

16 where |l ocal governnments have regulated in that

17 area, the broadest area possible, would that give
18 the County Attorney's Ofice nore confort that

19 | ocal governnents have regulated and thus it's been
20 uphel d and thus there is no inplied preenption?
21 M5. HVIZD:. Certainly. |'mnot aware of any
22 or di nances.
23 The county comm ssion, pursuant to its hone
24 rule charter, is allowed to enact ordi nances to
25 protect the health, safety, and welfare of its
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1 citizens. And so, in that light, you have the

2 authority, if you wll, to enact an ordi nance that
3 you believe is intended to protect the health,

4 safety, and welfare of mnors, of any citizen. So
5 It would not surprise ne if we were to find an

6 ordi nance in another municipality or county within
7 the state of Florida that does indeed place sone

8 limts on nedical practices.

9 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Ckay. So for the many
10 speakers that cane up and essentially warned us

11 that we're operating outside of our authority as
12 the county comm ssion, as we sit here today,

13 there's nothing specific that you can point to to
14 sustain their allegations?

15 M5. HVIZD: Correct.

16 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Ckay. Beyond that, |
17 guess |I'll save the rest for debate.

18 MAYOR MCKI NLAY:  Conmmi ssi oner Burdi ck.

19 COW SSI ONER BURDI CK: Thank you. 1'd like to
20 nove the approval on prelimnary reading and
21 advertise for public hearing on Decenber 19, 2017
22 at 9:30 in the norning establishing a Prohibition
23 of Conversion Therapy on M nors O di nance.
24 VI CE MAYOR BERNARD: Second.
25 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Okay. There's a notion
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that's been nade by Comm ssioner Burdick and a
second by Vice Mayor Bernard.
Comm ssi oner Berger, | do know that you had a

question, so if you would like to ask that, please

1

2

3

4

5 feel free.
6 COW SSI ONER BERGER: | wanted to direct a

7 question to the young lady that's sitting towards

8 the back there that canme up and spoke. You are a

9 counsel or and you spoke very el oquently and had the

10 really beautiful blue color dress on. Yes. n,

11 bl ue bl ouse, sorry. | just like the color blue.
12 Thank you. Thank you for com ng out. |
13 just -- I'mnot sure that we've been real clear

14 wth each other about exactly what conversion

15 therapy is, so I'mgoing to take a stab at this
16 guestion. |f a parent cane to you with a young
17 person, a teenager, that was having difficulty and
18 that parent said, "I want you to take ny child. |
19 want you to tell himor her that he or she is

20 wrong, bad, a sinner, will go to hell, not go to
21 heaven, " woul d you take that case?

22 M5. BESSETTE: | don't think it's such a cut
23 and dry answer. | would definitely explore that
24 with the parents.

25 Wthin the practice that | work in, we have
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1 policies and procedures in place where we woul dn't
2 see a child wthout seeing a parent first, so that
3 woul d be a discussion that | would have. [It's not
4 a black and white answer for ne, but | know that
5 for nmyself ethically, I'"'mnot in a business to
6 change people. I'min it to help them di scover
7 what they already have.
8 There's no evidence to say that conversion
9 therapy works, so | go back to what soneone cited
10 earlier about your jurisdiction of letting a doctor
11 give a Z-Pak. Wll, you wouldn't give a Z-Pak if
12 you didn't have a diagnosis, and there's no
13 di agnosi s that says that this is what conversion
14 therapy is for. | hope that answers your question.
15 COW SSI ONER BERGER:  Yes, it does. And |
16 appreci ate your honesty in that answer. Thank you.
17 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: We are now on comments, and |
18 wll go back to Conmm ssioner Val eche.
19 COW SSI ONER VALECHE: Thank you, Madam Mayor .
20 "Il start again.
21 We are on very dangerous ground here because,
22 in ny view, this is a speech issue and what we're
23 doing is banning and crimnalizing speech that we
24 m ght not agree with or mght find distasteful.
25 | -- fromwhat |'ve read about conversion
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1 therapy, it's probably not a good thing, but I

2 would certainly not be presunptuous enough to

3 | npose ny nonprof essional opinion, and | don't

4 t hi nk we shoul d be presunptuous enough to inpose

5 our nonprofessional opinions on a profession that's
6 sel f-regul ati ng.

7 Anot her thing that we're doing here is getting
8 between -- we're interposing ourselves between

9 parents and children, which is certainly not the

10 role of the county commssion, and I'Il illustrate.
11 | nmean if a parent wants to -- thinks that

12 this thing is good, which they're allowed to

13 think -- you know, we're not in the thought control
14 busi ness here -- and they want to take their kid to
15 a therapist that previously, you know, contenpl ated
16 this, I don't even know what it is, and we haven't
17 defined it yet, they won't be able to doit. O,
18 as the Mayor asked, they could bring their kid

19 there but if the -- if the conversation inches into
20 this area, this anorphous area that we don't -- we
21 haven't even defined, then suddenly the therapist
22 could be cited by our code enforcenent officer and,
23 you know, given a fine. | don't know what the
24 penalties are here, but there is a fine.
25 This is smacking of fascismto ne, you know,
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1 because that's how fascismstarts. You don't |ike
2 sonebody' s ideas and you say you can't say them
3 anynor e.
4 The last thing, and then I'll read sonething
5 fromthe ACLU, which, as you know, is very
6 fair-m nded about speech issues, but this is
7 unenf orceabl e. Honestly, that code enforcenent
8 question | thought was very relevant. How are we
9 going to find out whether this is taking place
10 wthin people's offices in the privacy of -- and
11 "' massum ng that |ike nost doctor-patient
12 rel ati onshi ps, and these are not always doctors,
13 but that this conversation is privileged. And how
14 do we -- what do we do? Break in? Do we eavesdrop
15 on people? | think there's all sorts of problens.
16 But let me read fromthe ACLU  "Avail able
17 research does not support the use of conversion
18 therapy as an effective nethod in the treatnent of
19 LA&BT persons. Evidence shows that the practice nmay
20 actual ly cause enotional or physical harmto LGBT
21 I ndi vidual s, particularly adol escents or young
22 persons. At the sane tine, however, we believe
23 that this type of therapy is and can be prohibited
24 nore appropriately through other nethods, including
25 t hrough the professional disciplinary process.
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1 Legi sl ative regul ation remains problematic in our
2 view, particularly because of its potential civil
3 | i berties inpact far beyond its designated intent.
4 Here is what we have argued: Professional
5 licensing entities are better suited than
6 | egi sl ators to regul ate nedi cal practices given
7 their expertise in the field and the | ower risk
8 that such decisions will be based on politics
9 rat her than the nedical evidence."
10 | think we're overstepping our bounds here.
11 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Vice Mayor Bernard.
12 VI CE MAYOR BERNARD: Thank you, Madam Mayor.
13 You know, | nove that -- you know, | think it's so
14 | nportant for us -- for this to, you know, go into
15 Decenber 19th. | knowit's not a -- it's not a
16 perfect ordi nance and where we may need to -- if
17 there is issues that we need to address in terns of
18 maki ng sure that it's -- it's applied narrowy, |
19 t hi nk that we woul d have tine between now and
20 Decenber 19th to address those. But, you know,
21 since we're -- we're here to protect the health,
22 safety, and the welfare of our residents, and this
23 IS our opportunity to protect m nors.
24 And since the state -- since the legislature
25 have not -- have not acted on this, we, as a county
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1 comm ssion, | believe that we should nove forward

2 since there's no express or inplied preenption.

3 This gives us a clean slate. And if the

4 | egi sl ature want to preenpt us, then they can do

5 that in the future.

6 So |I'm supporting this, and if there's

7 sonething that we need to address in the future

8 bet ween now and Decenber 19th, | think that we

9 should bring the parties together and address it to
10 make sure that it's narrowWy tailored. Thank you.
11 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you, Vice Mayor

12 Bernard. Conm ssi oner Kerner.

13 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Thank you, Madam Mayor .
14 | will vote today to nove forward with this

15 proposed ordi nance.

16 | think it's inportant to nmake the distinction
17 that we're not regulating speech here. W're

18 not -- first of all, we're not interfering with the
19 parental relationship or the pastoral relationshinp.
20 What we are doing here today, or what we may do, is
21 regul ate a profession.
22 There was sone conments made about 3 plus 4
23 equals 21 and these -- and that's incorrect. And
24 the assunption is that being honosexual is and
25 sonehow wong. That's the presunption that | feel
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1 when soneone says "3 plus 4 equals 21, you're

2 wong." There's an analogy there. And so what

3 we're tal king about today is it's fine to believe
4 that. [|I'mnot going to inpose ny views on ny

5 constituents. It's fine to believe that. It's

6 fine to speak about that in the parent-child

7 relationship if that's how you wish to teach your

8 children. That's far beyond our authority as

9 county conm ssi oners.

10 And certainly within the religious context, we
11 don't nmean to infringe upon the religious

12 relationship that exists. That's sacred and that's
13 not sonething that governnments should interfere

14 wth, but what we are speaking about today is

15 regul ati ng the profession of psychol ogy,

16 psychiatry -- psychiatry, and |icensed nental

17 heal th, and so governnent is well-enpowered to

18 regul ate that rel ationship.

19 And just to allay fears about code enforcenent
20 of ficers sneaking in or eavesdropping on that very
21 sacred relationship as well, that's not how this
22 ordi nance would or could be enforced. The way that
23 | see it being enforced is that if a young -- if a
24 mnor is conpelled to go to this type of therapy --
25 as it stands right now, they have no outlet to
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1 object to it except objecting to their parents, but
2 if they are conpelled to go to this type of therapy
3 and they don't agree with it and it offends them
4 and it hurts themand it affects their psychol ogy
5 and nental health, then they have the ability to

6 petition their governnent and say, "Hey, ny

7 psychologist is violating the aw and | want ny

8 governnent to do sonething." That option does not
9 otherwi se exist in the current |egislative schene
10 i n Pal mBeach County, and I will be voting for it
11 today. Thank you.

12 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Ms. Ni eman.

13 M5. NIEMAN: | just want to point out that |
14 appreciate M. Hoch's comments about Hel ene's hard
15 wor k, and she definitely has, but we are stepping
16 I nto new grounds.

17 You heard earlier that Tanpa is being sued.
18 |'ve requested a copy of that conplaint and w ||
19 have that reviewed to see how our ordi nance
20 parall el s and what the chall enges are so you have
21 that information for your point of public hearing.
22 MAYCOR MCKI NLAY:  Conmi ssi oner Kerner.
23 COW SSI ONER KERNER: | have a question on
24 that issue. Thank you, Madam Mayor.
25 Is the lawsuit as to the facial and
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1 constitutionality of the ordinance or is it being
2 chal l enged as it was applied?

3 M5. NTEMAN: | have no idea. [It's new

4 i nformation that there -- a suit was filed. So

5 |'ve requested that this norning as I'msitting

6 here, and we will have that, you know, information
7 for you. | just don't want to | eave an inpression
8 that all of Helene's good work results in a slam
9 dunk if we're chall enged.

10 COW SSI ONER KERNER:  Thank you.

11 M5. NIl EMAN.  We know that doesn't happen any
12 timte with what we're doing, but especially here.
13 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you. Conm ssioner

14  Abrans.

15 COW SSI ONER ABRAMS: Madam Mayor, | can --
16 this is adifficult issue. | nust say |

17 acknow edge the argunents on both sides. | can --
18 but we are here on first reading. | can support
19 bringing this back and -- but | would want to see
20 what a final version |ooked |Iike based on sone of
21 the concerns that |'ve expressed based on the
22 additional information that County Attorney's
23 Office is going to provide or reserve the right
24 nyself to make changes at the next neeting -- you
25 know, to propose changes for the Board's
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1 consi deration and would w thhold ny judgnment on the
2 substance of this until then.

3 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: Thank you, Commi ssi oner

4  Abrans. And | don't see any nore lights, so |I']l

5 just wap it up.

6 Qur job is not an easy one, and sonetines we

7 get into subjects that we don't always see eye to

8 eye with and fromcertain nenbers of the public.

9 This -- this type of issue is one of those. |

10 think it's an argunent versus those of us that

11 bel i eve a person's sexual preference is sonething
12 that they're born with versus those that believe

13 that it's a | earned behavi or.

14 | -- | support the position that it's a

15 genetic inclination and that a person is born that
16 way. | do not believe that it's a behavior that

17 needs to be corrected. | think it's a behavior

18 that our society needs to learn to live with and to
19 accept.
20 And Pastor Thomas, you've said it -- you said
21 It perfectly when that we should | ove our
22 nei ghbors, we | ove ourselves. And that neans our
23 nei ghbors with -- with their flaws or with their
24 beliefs that are different than our own, we shoul d
25 still love them
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1 | amalso here as a nother, and |I'm al so here
2 as a advocate for children and have been doi ng that
3 nostly in a volunteer capacity for nore than a
4 quarter of a century. And | had a boss one tine,
5 he annoyed ne. | was 25 years old and I went to
6 himto conplain, and he | ooked at ne and he said,
7 "Feelings are feelings. They're neither right nor
8 wong." And at the tine | thought that was the
9 nost idiotic piece of advice that | had ever been
10 given, and now that | realize there is sone parts
11 of himthat -- that were a bit genius.
12 | respect the nostly respectful debate that
13 we' ve had here today and appreci ate everybody's
14 position on both sides of this issue. | believe
15 that this conversation warrants further discussion,
16 and | look forward to supporting this in bringing
17 this back to us in a few weeks for a final
18 deci si on.
19 | had a ot of other comments here, but |
20 think 1'll refrain fromthose right now because |
21 don't want this conversation to turn ugly, and |
22 will just say that | particularly amgrateful for
23 Comm ssi oner Kerner's comments and believe that you
24 have presented the best argunent today for noving
25 f orward.
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1 So with that, | don't see any further

2 di scussion, so | will call for a vote. So all in
3 favor of nmoving forward on prelimnary readi ng for
4 this ordinance to cone back to us for final

5 adoption, please signify by saying aye.

6 COW SSI ONERS: Aye (en nmsse).

7 MAYOR MCKI NLAY: All those opposed?

8 Let the record reflect the notion carries 6 to
9 1 with Conm ssioner Val eche opposing. Thank you.
10 (Wher eupon, the discussion regardi ng Agenda
11 Iltem4. A 1. is concluded.)
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2
3 STATE OF FLORI DA )
4 COUNTY OF PALM BEACH)
5
6 I, ANGELA CONNOLLY, Regi stered Professional
7 Reporter, certify that | was authorized to and did
8 stenographically report the foregoing proceedi ngs and
9 t hat such transcription, Pages 1 through 87, herein is a
10 true and accurate record of my stenographic notes.
11 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative or

12 enpl oyee or attorney or counsel of any of the parties,
13 nor aml a relative or enpl oyee of such attorney or

14 counsel, or financially interested, directly or

15 indirectly, in this action.

16 The certification does not apply to any

17 reproducti on of the sane by any means unl ess under the
18 direct control and/or direction of the reporter.

19 Dated this 19th day of July, 2018.

20

21

22

Angel a Connolly, R P.R
23

24

25
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