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From: Paulette Burdick P.
To: BCC-All Commissioners
Cc: Verdenia Baker; Denise Marie Nieman
Subject: Conversion Therapy
Date: Thursday, December 07, 2017 9:10:00 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Les Rivkin <les_rivkin@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 6, 2017 at 8:37 PM
Subject: Conversion Therapy
To: Paulette Burdick <burdick71012@gmail.com>

Hi Paulette
Would you please read and forward to all the other commissioners (I couldn't get their e-
mail addresses from the web-sight) for them to read.
 
I can't imagine any ethical counselor wanting to promote or evoke Conversion Therapy.
This is not a therapy but a coercive form of brainwashing and intimidation aimed at a
planned and specific outcome. Every reputable national organization providing therapy has
gone on record as being against conversion therapy. This includes such as the American
Psychiatric Association, American Psychological Association, American Medical
Association, National Association of Social Workers, National School Counselors
Association etc, etc. A ban on conversion therapy is definitely not a ban on freedom of
speech but a ban on speech which attempts to change the basic core identification of an
individual based on religious ideology and outdated social mores. In fact conversion
therapy is diametrically opposite free speech. It attempts to force persons into belief
systems that are antithetical to their true sexual nature and identity.
 
Thanks Paulette for your assistance in distributing this blurb.
 
Les Rivkin
Long Days and Pleasant Nights--S. King  
 
 
Regards,
 
Paulette Burdick
County Commissioner
District Two
 
Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from local government officials are
public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may, therefore, be
subject to public disclosure.
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From: Melissa McKinlay
To: Nick Sofoul
Subject: Re: Support for Conversion Therapy Ban
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:27:56 PM

Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 18, 2017, at 10:16 PM, Nick Sofoul <nsofoul@gmail.com> wrote:

Distinguished Commissioners, 

I’m writing to you in SUPPORT of a the proposed ban on “conversion therapy” for minors. As a
resident and a member of the LGBT community, I have personally heard and been moved by the
horrific stories of friends that have been subject to these cruel and inhumane methods. Passing this
ordinance would send a strong message that PBC stands with the LGBT community in protecting
children from mental and physical abuse of these archaic and dangerous practices. 

Thank you for your continued leadership. I am a proud PBC resident and hope that you will make the
right choice and not be swayed by potential legal challenges by people who dedicate their lives to
hatred and intolerance.  Please vote in the affirmative. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nbcnews.com_feature_nbc-
2Dout_outfront-2Dlgbtq-2Dactivist-2Dfights-2Dend-2Dconversion-2Dtherapy-
2Dn708816&d=DwIFaQ&c=JMJxdiofvjJKeebMXBrIn8vDKQGaIrsQQJbzDQHviG0&r=Cu4R5l4FyZoqqp-
Ua9A6wDw85l4ndq5dV-cN8-a0jDA&m=t0Biz2omCJb1aeBh4KPp4TZRYvN-
hBE2rcy3Riy9sOo&s=FDezZ2IzzAQHQZhA8mgJfiB0lqLqrQsKGO3o7divQbE&e= 

Respectfully, 

Nicholas A. Sofoul, AICP
8151 Brigamar Isles Ave 
Boynton Beach, FL 33473 

Cell: (407)267-6682
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Melissa McKinlay
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:30:24 PM

Dear Commissioner McKinlay,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Mack Bernard
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:31:50 PM

Dear Commissioner Bernard,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Hal Valeche
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:32:54 PM

Dear Commissioner Valeche,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Paulette Burdick P.
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:33:49 PM

Dear Commissioner Burdick,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Steven Abrams
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:35:16 PM

Dear Commissioner Abrams,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Dave Kerner M.
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:34:33 PM

Dear Commissioner Kerner,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: MaryLou Berger
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:36:07 PM

Dear Commissioner Berger,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: MaryLou Berger
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:40:51 PM

Dear Commissioner Berger,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Dave Kerner M.
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:42:16 PM

Dear Commissioner Kerner,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Steven Abrams
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:41:38 PM

Dear Commissioner Abrams,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Paulette Burdick P.
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:43:17 PM

Dear Commissioner Burdick,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Mack Bernard
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:45:23 PM

Dear Commissioner Bernard,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Hal Valeche
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:44:47 PM

Dear Commissioner Valeche,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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From: Curt Carlson
To: Melissa McKinlay
Subject: Please STOP conversion therapy on minors
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 10:46:07 PM

Dear Commissioner McKinlay,

Conversion therapy has been demonstrated in research to be ineffective and sometimes
profoundly harmful to children who receive it.  All major American psychiatric and
psychological societies have denounced conversion therapy as unproductive and potentially
damaging to young patients.  Please vote to stop licensed mental health practitioners from
imposing this procedure on minors.  Thank you for looking out for the welfare of our young,
often defenseless, citizens.

Curt J. Carlson, M.D., Pharm.D.
6835 Osage Cir
Greenacres FL 33413
Sent via iPhone
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