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1. Consistent with Local Rule 5.4, Plaintiff The Downtown Soup Kitchen d/b/a 

Downtown Hope Center respectfully moves this Court for leave to file third party declarations 

using the declarants’ initials rather than full names and to redact private information in the 

following documents:  

• Declaration of S.D. 

• Declaration of G.O. 

• Declaration of F.S. 

• Complainant v. Downtown Hope Center (AERC Case No. 18-041) 

• Basler v. Downtown Hope Center (AERC Case No. 18-167) 

2. The declarations and redacted documents are attached to this motion as exhibits 1-

5.  

3. Hope Center wishes to file these documents in support of its Motion for 

Preliminary Injunction. All five documents provide personal and sensitive information that 

should not be made public.  

4. In considering a motion to proceed anonymously, the court considers the need for 

anonymity, the possible prejudice to the defendant(s), and the public interest in knowing the 

identity. Does I thru XXIII v. Advanced Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1058, 1068 (9th Cir 2000). In 

this case, all three factors weigh in favor of maintaining anonymity. 

5. The Need for Anonymity: Of the five documents, three are declarations provided 

by women who have received and are currently receiving services from the Hope Center. Hope 

Center wishes to file these documents using the initials of the women.  

6. In their declarations, these women discuss past sexual and physical abuse they 

have suffered, including being raped and sexually assaulted. They also explain the physical and 
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emotional distress they would suffer if a biological man were present where they were sleeping. 

Because of the sensitive discussion of their past abuse and physical and emotional health, these 

women wish to keep their identities private, especially since there has been so much local media 

coverage of the complaints against the Hope Center.  

7. The other two documents are complaints that were filed with the Anchorage 

Equal Rights Commission against the Hope Center. These two documents provide the identity 

and personal and private information of the individual who filed the first complaint. Hope Center 

wishes to file these documents with the name of the complainant redacted to protect this 

individual’s privacy. 

8. These privacy concerns justify the use of initials and redactions. Parties may seek 

to file using initials or pseudonyms when nondisclosure of their identity “is necessary ... to 

protect a person from harassment, injury, ridicule or personal embarrassment.” Advanced Textile 

Corp., 214 F.3d at 1067–68 (citation omitted). To make this assessment, courts consider the 

severity of the threatened harm, the reasonableness of the anonymous party’s fears, and the 

anonymous party’s vulnerability to such retaliation. 

9. Applying this test, numerous courts have allowed parties to proceed using initials 

or pseudonyms to protect them from the embarrassment of disclosing past sexual abuse. See Doe 

v. Blue Cross & Blue Shield United of Wis., 112 F.3d 869, 872 (7th Cir. 1997) (“[F]ictitious 

names are allowed when necessary to protect the privacy of ... rape victims, and other 

particularly vulnerable parties or witnesses.”); Jordan v. Gardner, 986 F.2d 1521, 1525 n.4 (9th 

Cir. 1993) (“In keeping with the tradition of not revealing names of the victims of sexual assault, 

we use initials here to protect the privacy of the inmates.”); Heineke v. Santa Clara Univ., No. 

17-CV-05285-LHK, 2017 WL 6026248, at *22 (N.D. Cal. Dec. 5, 2017) (“With regard to 
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allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment in particular, courts in the Ninth Circuit have 

found that allowing victims to proceed anonymously serves a strong public interest in protecting 

the identities of sexual assault victims so that other victims will not be deterred from reporting 

such crimes.”) (cleaned up); Doe v. Penzato, No. CV10-5154, 2011 WL 1833007, at *3 

(N.D.Cal. May 13, 2011) (noting that “the public generally has a strong interest in protecting the 

identities of sexual assault victims so that other victims will not be deterred from reporting such 

crimes”) (citation omitted); EEOC v. ABM Indus., Inc., 249 F.R.D. 588, 593 (E.D. Cal. 2008) 

(permitting plaintiffs to proceed anonymously because “[t]hey [we]re concerned that they 

w[ould] be embarrassed by the public disclosure of the nature of their allegations against 

Defendants, which if proven, will identify them as victims of sexual harassment and sexual 

crimes in the small community where they live and work”).  

10. But in this case, Plaintiff Hope Center does not wish to use initials for itself or 

protect its own privacy. Hope Center desires to protect the identity and privacy of third parties. 

The need to protect their privacy is arguably stronger and the need for the public to obtain their 

information arguably weaker than if a party sought protection. See Advanced Textile Corp., 214 

F.3d at 1068 n.10 (making this distinction). But for all the same reasons that parties may proceed 

anonymously and use initials to protect them from embarrassment, these same reasons justify 

protecting the privacy of third parties and using their initials or redacting their names in the 

attached documents.  

11. No Prejudice to the Defendant: The requested use of initials and redactions does 

not prejudice Anchorage. Anchorage already knows the identity of the individual who filed the 

first complaint. And at this stage, Anchorage does not need the identities of the women beyond 

their initials.  

Case 3:18-cv-00190-SLG   Document 28   Filed 11/01/18   Page 4 of 6



5 
The Downtown Soup Kitchen v. Anchorage Equal Rights Commission  3:18-cv-00190-SLG 

12. The Public Interest Favors Anonymity in This Case: The public interest is served 

by encouraging women to disclose that they have been victims of sexual assault, abuse, sex 

trafficking, or domestic violence and to discuss the impact those trauma have on their emotional 

and physical wellbeing. Protecting the privacy of women encourages these discussions and the 

public has a strong interest in protecting victims of such abuse. See supra.  

Respectfully submitted this 1st day of November, 2018. 

      By: s/ Ryan J. Tucker 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on November 1, 2018, the foregoing was filed with the Clerk of Court 

using the CM/ECF system, which will send notification of such filing to the following:  

Meagan Carmichael 
Assistant Municipal Attorney 
Municipal Attorney’s Office 
P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650 

  
  

/s/ Ryan J. Tucker    
Ryan J. Tucker 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA 

THE DOWNTOWN SOUP KITCHEN d/b/a 
DOWNTOWN HOPE CENTER, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE, 
ANCHORAGE EQUAL RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, and PAMELA BASLER, 
Individually and in her Official Capacity as the 
Executive Director of the Anchorage Equal 
Rights Commission,   

Defendants. 

 

 

Case No. 3:18-cv-00190-SLG 
 

DECLARATION OF S.D. 

 

I, S.D., declare as follows:  

1. I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the State of Alaska. I am 

competent to make this declaration and the facts stated herein are within my personal 

knowledge. 

2. I became homeless in Anchorage, Alaska in 2012.  

3. I tried to stay at another shelter but there were so many men there that I had 

to leave. The presence of men triggered me. I was really scared. I was not comfortable 

being around biological men when I was sleeping because I was abused by men in the past. 

4. Then someone told me about the Hope Center. When I walked in, I saw how 

different the Hope Center’s women’s shelter was from the other shelters where I had 

stayed. I knew I was safe.  

Ex. 1, Page 1 of 3
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5. I have been coming to the Hope Center since May 2018 and the place feels 

like a family. The women watch out for each other and we know that we are safe. The 

structure has helped me. I am working on my GED. And most importantly, I feel valued 

and respected. I can truly say that the Hope Center changed my life.  

6. The Hope Center’s policies have created that change in my life. Those 

policies protect me. No one can stay at the shelter if they are drunk or high. That assures 

me that I won’t run into anyone unsafe because of drugs or alcohol.  

7. The Hope Center provides Bible studies, church service, and daily devotions. 

People can choose to take part in those or not, but I try to go to devotions every morning. 

It starts my day off right. I also go to the church services on Sunday. Those services really 

help me. 

8. Most importantly, only biological women can stay in the Hope Center’s 

women’s shelter. That has been critical for me because of the past abuse I suffered. Seeing 

drunk men in a place where I feel vulnerable can trigger me and cause me many problems.  

9. I spent time on the streets and I know how hard it can be out there. But if the 

Hope Center were forced to let any biological man into the women’s shelter, I would leave 

even if it meant sleeping in the woods. I would rather sleep in the woods than sleep in the 

same area as a biological man.  

10. That includes the individual who filed the complaint against the Hope Center. 

If he, or any biological male, stayed in the Hope Center’s women’s shelter I would not feel 

safe and I would have to leave.  

Ex. 1, Page 2 of 3
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA 

THE DOWNTOWN SOUP KITCHEN d/b/a 
DOWNTOWN HOPE CENTER, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE, 
ANCHORAGE EQUAL RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, and PAMELA BASLER, 
Individually and in her Official Capacity as the 
Executive Director of the Anchorage Equal 
Rights Commission,   

Defendants. 

 

 

Case No. 3:18-cv-00190-SLG 

 

DECLARATION OF G.O. 

 

I, G.O., declare as follows:  

1. I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the State of Alaska. I am 

competent to make this declaration and the facts stated herein are within my personal 

knowledge. 

2. The Hope Center has helped me so much. I can only describe it as a blessing. 

About two years ago, I found myself without a home in Anchorage Alaska. I spent one 

night outside. Then someone told me about the Hope Center’s women’s shelter. I am so 

grateful that they did. 

3. I went to the Hope Center as soon as I heard about it and I slept every night 

in the Hope Center’s women’s shelter for nearly two years. During that time, I also 

graduated from the Hope Center’s bakery program. And I recently started working through 

Ex. 2, Page 1 of 4
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the MASST Program (the Mature Adult Alaskans Seeking Skills Training Program). Two 

month ago, I was able to get housing of my own.  

4. I don’t think any of this would have happened for me without the Hope 

Center. The Hope Center provided me a safe place where I could rest. Being able to rest 

and feel safe let me focus on other things, like the bakery program and the MASST Program 

so that I could take care of myself and now get housing.  

5. That one night that I slept outside, I could not sleep. I was afraid for my 

safety. But I was also afraid to go to other shelters because I knew I would not feel safe 

there. Men and women both sleep at other shelters.  Because of some past experiences, I 

do not feel comfortable sleeping around men. I do not want to do it. 

6. When I am in public, I can be around men because if I run into a man that is 

drunk or makes me uncomfortable, I can leave or seek help. I am fully dressed and awake, 

so I can take care of my safety. That would not be true for me when I am in my pajamas, 

sleeping. 

7. If the Hope Center had to let biological men into its women’s shelter, I would 

not feel safe. Like that one night on the street, I would not be able to sleep knowing a 

biological man is sleeping so close to me. 

8. I know who the individual is who filed the complaint against the Hope 

Center. I was not there when he tried to come in to sleep at the Hope Center’s women’s 

shelter, but I would not have felt comfortable or able to sleep having any biological male 

in the same room with me.  

Ex. 2, Page 2 of 4
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9. That is why it is so important to me that the Hope Center is able to continue 

offering a safe, secure place for women to sleep where no biological men will be present. 

The beds at the Hope Center’s women’s shelter are very close together and all the women 

sleep in a big room. Many of the women use the restroom to change clothes, but some 

change clothes in that big room, near their beds.  

10. I know many women that stay at the Hope Center’s women’s shelter who 

have experienced abuse, and like me they also would not feel comfortable changing or 

sleeping in a room with a biological male.  

11. It is also important for the Hope Center to be able to tell people that the 

shelter is only for biological women, so that women like me know that there is a safe, 

loving, secure place to rest at night.  

12. I am glad that when I needed it, the Hope Center was able to provide me that 

safe place, where I would not worry that a biological man would be near me while I slept. 

That made me feel cared for and respected. The staff understood that I needed to feel safe 

and they provided that for me. They were compassionate. And now I am able to work and 

once again have my own housing.  

13. I want that to be possible for other women like me. If the Hope Center is 

forced to let any biological man into the women’s shelter, that safe place will be gone. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ALASKA 

THE DOWNTOWN SOUP KITCHEN d/b/a 
DOWNTOWN HOPE CENTER, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE, 
ANCHORAGE EQUAL RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, and PAMELA BASLER, 
Individually and in her Official Capacity as the 
Executive Director of the Anchorage Equal 
Rights Commission,   

Defendants. 

Case No. 3:18-cv-00190-SLG 

DECLARATION OF F.S. 

I, F.S., hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the State of Alaska. I am

competent to make this declaration and the facts stated herein are within my personal 

knowledge. 

2. I live in Anchorage, Alaska. In 2007, my husband passed away after

battling cancer. And in 2009, I lost my home. 

3. I didn’t know about the Hope Center and I don’t think they had a

women’s shelter then. So I stayed in other local shelters for a long time. But I was 

always scared. People at those shelters used drugs and alcohol and there was a lot of 

fighting. I even saw women trafficked.  
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4. Both men and women stayed overnight at other shelters. And even when 

there were separate dormitories for men and women, men would come into the 

women’s sleeping areas at night. That scared me. 

5. I have been abused—raped and beaten—including by men I met at 

shelters. One time, the police had to be called to a shelter because my boyfriend was 

abusing me. Because of these experiences, it is very hard for me to be in a vulnerable 

position, like sleeping, around any biological male. I do not feel safe. It brings up my 

past and is bad for me.  

6. That is why the Hope Center’s women’s shelter has been so important for 

me. I started staying at the Hope Center’s women’s shelter in 2016. I finally felt safe. I 

didn’t have to worry that I would see a biological male where I was sleeping and be scared 

or anxious because of things that happened to me in the past. I felt like I had some privacy 

again and I felt respected.  

7. At the Hope Center, I had a positive influence in my life. I began to work on 

my self-esteem and my life skills. I went through and graduated from the Hope Center’s 

baking school and its culinary school. In 2017, I got a job at Value Village, where I 

currently work. I am applying to jobs in the food industry because after the baking and 

culinary school, I’d like to work in food service. I have applied for housing and I was just 

notified that I will have my own place in a few months. In the meantime, I am staying at 

the Hope Center at night. 

Ex. 3, Page 2 of 4
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8. The Hope Center is my home—it has been my only home for two years. And 

it has helped me so much.  

9. I wish everyone could understand what the Hope Center provides to women 

like me in the Anchorage community. There are no other long term shelters that provide a 

secure place for women to sleep. And allowing any biological male into the Hope Center 

would take that security away. It would change the shelter and hurt the women the shelter 

serves.  

10. The fact that the shelter houses only biological women also protects my 

privacy and the privacy of other women in the shelter. Some women change clothes in the 

evening and in the morning where they sleep and when they do they are at least partially 

exposed to the other women in the room. If a biological man were in the room, they would 

be undressing in front of him. While that would be uncomfortable for anyone, it is 

impossible for a woman who has been abused by men. 

11. Women sleep three to five feet from each other in the Hope Center women’s 

shelter. Especially in these quarters, with my past, I would not feel safe with a biological 

man in the room while I sleep. I didn’t when I was in other shelters.  

12. I can be around men during the day. I am fully dressed, awake, and I can 

leave the situation if someone makes me uncomfortable. But I feel too vulnerable at night 

and in bed. I am not fully dressed. I am not awake. I don’t feel like I can take care of myself 

or leave a bad situation. Because of this, sleeping near a biological male would cause me a 

lot of distress, like it did in prior shelters I stayed in.  

Ex. 3, Page 3 of 4
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