
 
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 
Alexandria Division 

 
NICHOLAS HARRISON, et al., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
  
 v.  
 
JAMES N. MATTIS, et al.,  
  
 Defendants.    

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)
)
) 
)
)
) 

 
 
 
   
         

No. 1:18-CV-00641-LMB-IDD      

 
MOTION TO SEAL DECLARATION 

 
 Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 5, Defendants move the Court to seal the Declaration of 

Martha Soper, submitted in support of Defendants’ Consolidated Opposition to Plaintiffs’ Motion 

for Preliminary Injunction and Motion to Dismiss.  The reasons for granting the motion are 

elaborated in the accompanying memorandum of law. 

A proposed order is attached hereto for the convenience of the court.   

 

DATE: August 16, 2018 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. ZACHARY TERWILLIGER    CHAD A. READLER 
United States Attorney     Acting Assistant Attorney General,  
         Civil Division 
_______/s/_____________ 
R. TRENT MCCOTTER ANTHONY J. COPPOLINO 
Assistant United States Attorney    Deputy Director  
2100 Jamieson Avenue Federal Programs Branch 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Tel: (703) 299-3845 NATHAN M. SWINTON 
Fax: (703) 299-3983 Senior Trial Counsel 
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trent.mccotter@usdoj.gov U.S. Department of Justice, Civil 
Division 

        Federal Programs Branch 
        20 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
        Washington, D.C. 20001 
        Telephone:  (202) 305-7667 
        Facsimile:  (202) 616-8460 
        Nathan.M.Swinton@usdoj.gov 
         

Counsel for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this date, I filed the foregoing using the Court’s CM/ECF 

system, which will send a notification of electronic filing (NEF) to the following counsel of 

record: 

ANDREW R. SOMMER      
Va. Bar Number 70304       
WINSTON & STRAWN LLP 
1700 K St., NW      
Washington, DC 20006      
T: (202) 282-5000      
ASommer@winston.com 
        
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
 

__________/s/__________ 
R. TRENT MCCOTTER 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Office of the United States Attorney 
Justin W. Williams U.S. Attorney’s Building 
2100 Jamieson Avenue 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Tel: (703) 299-3845 
Fax: (703) 299-3983 
Email: trent.mccotter@usdoj.gov 
 
Counsel for Defendants 

Case 1:18-cv-00641-LMB-IDD   Document 45   Filed 08/16/18   Page 3 of 3 PageID# 515



 
 

1 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

Alexandria Division 
 

NICHOLAS HARRISON, et al., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
  
 v.  
 
JAMES N. MATTIS, et al.,  
  
 Defendants.    

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)
)
) 
)
)
) 

 
 
 
   
         

No. 1:18-CV-00641-LMB-IDD      

 
[Proposed] ORDER 

 
 The Court has reviewed Defendants’ Motion to Seal, and the public memorandum filed in 

support thereof.  Upon consideration of Defendants’ motion and supporting memorandum, the 

Court hereby FINDS: 

1. That public notice of the request to seal and a reasonable opportunity to challenge the 

request has been given;  

2. That the targeted and limited sealing sought by Defendants is the least drastic 

alternative available; and  

3. That the common law and First Amendment presumptions in favor of public access to 

records are outweighed for the reasons set forth in Defendants’ public and confidential 

memoranda.  

Accordingly, for good cause shown, it is hereby 
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ORDERED that Defendants’ Motion to Seal is GRANTED; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk shall immediately and permanently seal the 

Declaration of Martha Soper. 

 
Date: _______________    _________________________________ 
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