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DE JI ACOVO
what ever their denmands are, | see to it that it

is taken care of.

Q Now at one point were you a client
of JONAH?

A Yes.

Q Do you know Art hur ol dberg?

A Yes.

Q And El ai ne Berk?

A Yes.

Q How di d you happen to come into

contact with JONAH?

A | canme into contact wth JONAH
because it was suggested to nme. | was going to
jail mnistry and | wanted to be confortable
wth nmen of ny owmn sex and | was not
confortable with that. That was ny goal.

Q Approxi mately when was this, sir?

A I think I first heard about it about
five years ago and - -

Q What do you nean about going into
jail mnistry? Wat kind of work would that
be?

A I, through Catholic Services, we

bring the Gospel to the nen who are
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DE JI ACOMO
| think when | was younger, | never played any

sports or anything of that nature.

Q Tell nme about your hone |ife grow ng
up.

A Well, there was no father, just ny
nom and nmy grandna. | had ny grandfather, but

he wasn't around nuch of the tine. One of

ny -- ny uncle, he apologized to ne one tine
and said, "I never paid you any attention." |
never had any attention fromny own sex.

Q You tal k about reorientation. Wat
did you nean in that regard?

A I thought, | -- it never even
occurred to ne, until | et nmen who had gone
t hrough reorientation, that you could change.

Q Well, we haven't established yet,
did you consider yourself gay or straight at

that tinme?

A | was totally gay at that tine.

Q How | ong had you consi dered yourself
gay?

A Twenty-five years.

Q When did you first -- what nade you

aware that you were gay?
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DE JI ACOMO
A The fact is that when | woul d date
wonen, be with wonen, nothing ever happened.
Wien | was with nen, boom right away | was
ready.
Q What was your reasons for wanting to

expl ore reorientation?

A I was totally unhappy. | had becone
a conplete sex addict. | didn't see any way
out. M life had becone unnmanageabl e.

Q Can you gi ve us an exanpl e of what

your life was |i ke when you were living as a
gay nan?

A My life was, if you can call it
life, I was going frombars to bath houses on a
regul ar basis. Even ny friends that were gay
wer e saying, "David, you're becom ng addicted,"
and | said, "I can handle this." | couldn't
handl e it.

Q What woul d be your typical week
experience in that regard?

A Monday ni ghts you would go to a gay
bar, gay strip club. Then Tuesday or what ever
day it was, you would go -- | would go to a

bat h house. Stay there all day. Then |ater on
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DE JI ACOMO
you, if you can
A Very | oving soot hi ng, conforting,
positive, ready, willing to go a mle.
Q What were your personal goal s when

you started working wth your JONAH counsel or ?
A The sane thing | said before, just

to becone confortable with ny own sex and to be

able to go through a daily life just feeling

conf ort abl e.

Q Do you feel you acconplished that?

A Beyond what ever | thought | could
do.

Q How do you characteri ze your sexual

ori entati on now?

A Ri ght now | amdating and |'m dati ng
wonen. |'mfinding themexciting, |oving,
caring. | find that | can have a deeper

relationship with themthan | ever did with any
of the nen that | tried to have before.

Q How i s your relationships wth nen;
has that changed?

A It's -- it is alot better than it
ever was. | belong to nore than one group of

men. They are -- they know about ne. They
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DE JI ACOMO
Q What do you renenber himtelling you
about or did he tell you what he thought the

causes of honosexuality are?

A. Wounds.
Q What does that nean?
A. Wounds. W are wounded when we are

young and by rejection or whatever and you turn

towards or |l ook towards in nmy -- well, fromny
know edge.
Q Agai n, |'m asking you what you

remenber Arthur Col dberg telling you during
t hat conversati on about what causes
honobsexual i ty.

W will discuss the other issues
about what you believe, but right now I'm
trying to explore what he said to you in that

conver sati on.

A You're asking a pretty heavy
questi on.
Q No, |I'm just asking you in that

conversati on what do you renenber M. ol dberg
saying to you during that conversation about
what the causes of honpbsexuality are?

A | don't renmenber anything specific
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DE JI ACOMO
NOW.
Q Anyt hi ng general ?
A What | said, we are wounded when we
are young.
Q I think we need to stop and change
the tape, so we will take that opportunity now.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are now of f
t he record. The tine is 10:48 a. m,
February 27, 2014.
(Brief recess taken.)
THE VI DECGRAPHER: This is tape two
of the deposition of M. David Deldi acono.
We are now back on the record. The tine
is 11:05, February 27, 2014.
Q Thank you. W are back on the
record.
W left off. W were just
di scussi ng your conversations wth M. ol dberg
and I think we m ght have exhausted your
conversation with himin that first instance
when you cal |l ed him
Is there any -- are there any other
subj ects that you discussed during that first

15, 20 mnute call wwth M. Gol dberg that you
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DE JI ACOMO
started doing before or after JONAH?

A | started doing them before, before
JONAH.

Q Were they part of Courage?

A No. They are not a part of Courage.

Only Courage is a part of Courage. We, on a
Friday, so l'mgoing to mss it -- no, they are
not a part of Courage. They have to do with
the parish that | attend downtown Denver, Holy
Ghost, the priests, Father Jereny and Fat her
Tom

Q | understand. Was your
unconf ort abl eness around your sane sex peers at
all related to your sane sex attraction?

A You al ways wonder if when you sit
next to sonmeone that sonething was going to
turn you on, if you want to put it as sinple as
you can get it. | had to overcone that.

Q That was one of the things that nade
you unconfortabl e around your sanme sex peers?

A Wonderi ng, just wondering, yeah.
Things |ike am | | ooking too nmuch when you are
in the | ocker roomor sonething |like that.

That's it: That ki nd of unconfortabl e.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

82

DE JI ACOMO
Q Yes, sure.
A Can | clarify that?
Q Yes, sure. Go ahead.
A The other males in ny gym cl ass nade
me conscious of ny body. | never knew | was

different fromany other nale that existed. |
had never seen another adult nale or near adult
mal e or teenage boy naked. | had no contact of
t hat what soever.

When they saw nme in the shower, they
saw that | was a grown nman and different. They
teased ne about that regularly and it made ne
nore and nore curious about what other boys
| ooked like. And | started | ooking.

Thinking in that direction at that
point in time, | could not play sports. | have
a learning disability, that | did not know --
they didn't know what to do wth | earning
disabilities back in those days. | can't
remenber now what they called it.

Wien | discovered it later on in
college, I went to college late in life, they
made ne aware that |'mdifferent. | was

sonewhat effem nate, so | started exploring --
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DE JI ACOMO
clarification, but in your -- was one of the
pur poses for you starting therapy and engagi ng
in therapy with Baxter Peffer to address your

sane sex attraction?

A It wasn't the nmain concern.
Q But was it a concern?
A Yes, it was.
Q And you expressed that to
M. Peffer?
A " msure, yes.
Q Did you express that to Arthur

Gol dberg when you had your first conversation
when he referred you to Baxter Peffer?

A | don't renenber if it was in ny
first conversation with him

Q Before you testified fairly
unequi vocal ly that the only reason you went to
see Baxter Peffer was to becone nore
confortable with your sane sex peer
associ ations. Seeing the notes rem nded you
that you were also going to see himfor sanme
sex attraction?

A It's in the first line that | went

in there that | went to see hi m because of ny
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DE JI ACOMO
having a hard tine with ny relationship. |
think it's one of the first |lines there.

Q Right, and | guess on the first page
of the notes, is there anything that nentions
your sane sex attractions?

A | didn't even read all of the notes.
| did in the beginning. A lot of it |I can't
read to be honest with you. The pennmanshi p was
bad.

Q Is it your understanding that the
first page of his notes are where he set forth
t he reasons why you cane to see hinf

A Yes.

Q Wuld it surprise you to know t hat
there is no nention of sane sex attraction on
the first page of these notes?

A Like | said, | didn't read the
entire page.

Q | didn't ask you if you read it. |
just asked you if you would be surprised that
he didn't wite down that he is com ng to see
nme to resolve sane sex attraction?

A "' m not surprised.

Q No?
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DE JI ACOMO

A No.

Q Were there any ot her reasons why you
went to see Baxter Peffer besides the
associ ation with sane sex peers and deal i ng
W th your sane sex attractions?

A | had to deal with ny feelings of ny
father. | had to learn how to forgive the nen
t hat had harassed ne and beat me up.

Q Are these things that you came up
havi ng as goals or are these things that you

| earned from Baxter Peffer?

A Well, you never let ne finish ny
statenent. Now I'lI|l have to start all over
agai n.

Q Ckay, start all over again.

A Ask the question again.

Q Besi des dealing with your sane sex

peer interactions and dealing wth your same
sex attraction, were there any ot her reasons
why you went to go and see Baxter Peffer for
counsel i ng?

A In the back of ny mnd | was
wondering if you really could, because | had

men that did or said that they did go from
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DE JI ACOMO
honobsexual to heterosexual and |I'm sure |
mentioned it, but that was not ny goal.

Q Ckay. Again, you said that you went
to see Baxter Peffer because you wanted to deal
W th your sane sex peer association issues and
now you didn't specifically go to see himto

resol ve your same sex attraction; is that

right?

A And | believe that's what | told you
bef or e.

Q My question was, are there any other

reasons why you went to go see Baxter Peffer?

A Initially, I"mtrying to think
now -- nothing is comng to nme, so lI'mgoing to
have to say no, no.

Q Wuld it be fair to say that your
change in sane sex attraction was a happy
coi nci dental outcone of your therapy wth
Baxter Peffer, rather than a purpose for going
to see hinf

A I just recently tal ked to sonmebody
about that, that it was just coincidence. |
didn't expect it to happen.

Q Who did you talk to about that?
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DE JI ACOMO

A I think it was Jonna.

Q Who at JONAH?

A Not JONAH. That's his nanme, Jonna.

Q Paul Jonna?

A Paul Jonna. | believe |I said that
to himrecently. It was a surprise offshoot.

Q A surprise offshoot?

A Il mean it really is.

Q And you didn't go to see Baxter

Peffer to deal with your sex addiction?
A. | don't knowif | called it that
because a |l ot of -- because a lot of -- we are

a nation of addicts. The entire nation is

ei ther sex, drugs or alcohol. Nobody w |

admt it. W are all in denial, but everybody
is -- if some of us are naking or breaking all
of it, done it all. The way you put it -- it's

just so hard to tal k about these things

sonetines. The way put it, you know, just

things that has cone into conversation. | nean
who knows.
Q Well, M. Deldiacono, you certainly,

of all people on the earth, know why you went

to see Baxter Peffer and what issues you hoped
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DE JI ACOMO
to work with himon, right?

A Yes.

Q So you actually are the one person
who i s equi pped to answer this question.

Did you go and see Baxter Peffer to
wor k on or have himhelp you resol ve your sex
addi cti on?

MR LI MANDRI: Objection. Vague

and anbi guous as to tine.

Q When you went to go see Baxter
Peffer --

MR, LI MANDRI : Initially?

MR MC COY: Yes.

A | think it was such a tine of
confusion for ne being just so totally confused
wth the i ssues of sane sex attraction,
por nogr aphy, that -- and not really knowing if
| would go back to that lifestyle has probably
kept nme going to Baxter and hoping that he w ||
be able to keep ne in the direction that |
wanted to go in, which was conpletely out of
that lifestyle.

Q Earlier today you had testified that

you had resol ved your sex addiction before you
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DE JI ACOMO
ot her best friends, John Wnchesky, has no
famly here and | was hel ping hi mget over
ki dney di sease. And, you know, you got al
t hese things going on and | still rose above
t hat .

|l rose above all this and now this.

Wth all this on top of it, I"'mstill there.
" mstill nunber one and I'mstill going
f or war d.

Q Have you ever seen any ot her

therapists at any tine in your life?

A When | was younger in ny 20s, before
| went to school.

Q What did you see them for?

A I went to see them for negative body
imge and | can only renenber one nane. Her
nane was Ursula and it was with the city again
because the city was cheap. | qualified for
what ever it was. And you never got anywhere
because of the fact that it kept changing. |
had a new therapi st every few weeks and so |
st opped going once | started going to school,
to the coll ege.

Q What did you nean by body inage
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DE JI ACOMO
I ssues?
A By body inmage | had a problemw th
wei ght nmy whole life. Either it was fat, heavy

like I amnow, or | was extrenely thin.

Q Careful. You're not that nuch over
nme.

A I don't want to talk about it to be
honest with you. Besides, | make up for it

with ny incredi ble good | ooks, but | was either
heavy -- | was really fat and it got to the
poi nt where, because of teasing and everything
li ke that, that | was starving nyself to | ose

wei ght. There is such a thing as nale

anorexia. It does exist.

Q I know t hat .

A The only thing was and if | don't
tell you this you'll find out from some ot her
way, | mght as well just tell it to you -- can

we open up the beers now? It was also in the
fact that | was teased --

Q Actually just real quick, the
subject natters that we are about it sounds
i ke to di scuss seem very personal.

A They are, if |I get it out, it wll
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DE JI ACOMO
gave ne a conplinent, | was to wite it down
and put it on ny mirror and look at it every
day. That was hard to do because | wasn't
getting that many conplinents or | didn't see
them as conpl i nents.

He wanted to | ook at the forgiveness
thing, the guys in school and everything |ike
that, that bullied nme and everything. Look at
that, try to get that taken care of, but I
t hi nk nore of what you want to do is how did
the session start, howdid it end, it always
ended on a positive note, let's tal k about
this, let's talk about that. The daddy wound
is probably the biggest one that | have.

Q What i s the daddy wound?

A My not having a father, not know ng
ny father is probably the | argest wound | ever
had and we worked on that, tal ked about that a
lot. Witing a letter to ny father, forgiving
hi m was one of the things that | did.

Q How di d that exercise help you be
able to nore easily associate with your sane
sex peers?

A It was just the work on ny dad, to
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DE JI ACOMO

work on ny dad and ny relationship with him

| f you can heal your relationship with your
father, this is ne, this is how!l see it, if
you can relate, if you can fix your
relationship with your dad, it nakes it easier
for you to have relationships with their --
wth other nen in ny opinion if you can just
push past that and, you know, nen that you see

as your nentors now. Just plain friends.

Q How did you conme to believe that?
A From nysel f nostly | think.

Q Did Baxter Peffer tell you that?
A Not what |'m sayi ng now, no.

Q He didn't explain to you that

heal i ng your wound with your father is a way
t hat you can becone nore well adjusted with
your sane sex peers?

A That cane over a period of tine

talking with a | ot of people, not just Baxter.

Q Wio el se?

A There was -- one of the nen at
Cour age tal ked about that. | have had a | ot of
tal k about that froma | ot of people. |In order

to get over your -- that's ny feeling --
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