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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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Defendants.
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(In open court, 10:05 a.m.)

COURTROOM DEPUTY: This is 16-2222, U.S. Equal

Employment Opportunity Commission v. Rent-A-Center East,

Incorporated.

Present on the telephone for the plaintiff is

Miles Shultz, and on behalf of the defendant is Brad

Spalding.

THE COURT: All right. Good morning. This is

Eric Long. We --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Good morning, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: We're set this morning just for a

short status. Part of what I wanted to discuss was

whether we were going to get fact discovery done in time

and how that was proceeding.

It looks like, based on the joint motion that

was filed and that I allowed yesterday, that you both

think you need a little more time to get the depositions

scheduled and finished; but that that's not going to

affect the motions deadline or the jury trial.

Do I have that -- Mr. Shultz, do I have that

right?

MR. SHULTZ: That is correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Anything you think needs to

be said to bring me up to speed as to what's going on, or
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do you think what was in the motion is sufficient?

MR. SHULTZ: I think what was in the motion is

sufficient. We have a few more witnesses that we've

identified that we need to depose; but, you know, I think

both parties agree that that doesn't, certainly, move the

dispositive motion or the jury trial. So I think we're

proceeding to meet that June 30 deadline to finish that,

and then I think we have a June 7th dispositive motion

deadline that can stay in place.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. SHULTZ: Is that correct, Brad?

MR. SPALDING: I agree.

THE COURT: Yeah. I mean, obviously, it's a

little odd for me to see discovery close after the

dispositive motions deadline, so I assume that neither of

you think that those depositions are going to impact the

analysis of the dispositive motions?

MR. SPALDING: We don't, Your Honor; and I

haven't told Miles this yet, but we're not going to file

a motion for summary judgment in this case. And, just

for the record, that doesn't -- that's no comment on our

opinion on the merits of this case. It's just that we

think that there are enough fact issues in the case it

doesn't make sense to file a motion for summary judgment.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. Mr. Shultz, I assume
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you're probably in the same position, given the nature of

where this is going?

MR. SHULTZ: Yeah. We don't anticipate, at

this time, filing for a partial motion for something,

Judge. I can't think of any elements that we could peel

off that way.

THE COURT: Is it okay by both of you that I

let Judge Bruce know that that's the plan and that he

should anticipate a trial on this one unless the two of

you get it resolved?

MR. SPALDING: Yes.

MR. SHULTZ: Yeah. I think that's probably

fair.

THE COURT: Okay. There is one complicating

factor. Judge Bruce has a 6- to 8-week trial scheduled

in June that I anticipate -- it's a criminal case -- that

I think is going to get moved to October. You are set in

October, which is a problem; so let me talk to Judge

Bruce about his schedule and see where things stand.

As you know, criminal cases are going to take

priority over the civil cases, so the two of you may want

to consider consenting to me. You can keep your date and

keep all your witnesses scheduled. If you don't want to,

then there's a good chance you're going to have your

trial moved. So just keep that in mind. I'll talk to
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Judge Bruce; and if that's where he thinks things are

going, I'll get my clerks on the phone and talk to the

two of you to get a new date for another status call so

that we can talk about the possibility of consent or

otherwise just get you a new trial date before Judge

Bruce. Okay?

MR. SPALDING: That sounds fine.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. SHULTZ: Agreed.

THE COURT: All right. Otherwise, I don't see

any reason, unless the two of you think we need it, to

get back together.

MR. SPALDING: No. I don't see anything

imminent, Your Honor; and, of course, if we decide that

we need to talk to you, we'll let you know.

THE COURT: Okay. Yeah. I mean, the

possibility -- I suppose we could, we could set a status

just right before the discovery deadline of June 30th;

and then, that way, if you weren't able to get all your

depositions set, we can talk about whether you need a

little more time. And, alternatively, by then, I can

have a -- I can have an answer from Judge Bruce as to

where he sees things. Why don't we do that?

MR. SPALDING: I'm okay with a status

conference on June 30th.
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MR. SHULTZ: Yeah. That's fine.

THE COURT: What do we have on June 30th? Is

that a Friday? Yeah. Why don't we talk June 30th about

10:00 a.m. Are both of you available?

MR. SPALDING: Yes, Your Honor.

MR. SHULTZ: Yes.

THE COURT: All right. We'll get you on the

phone then.

MR. SHULTZ: Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. In the meantime, if you

need anything, don't hesitate to call.

MR. SPALDING: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Bye.

MR. SHULTZ: Thank you.

THE COURT: Bye.

(Hearing concluded, 10:17 a.m.)

__________________
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