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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 

JESSICA HICKLIN, 

 

 Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

ANNE PRECYTHE, et al., 

 

 Defendants. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Cause No. 4:16-cv-01357-NCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEFENDANT CORIZON, LLC’S RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFF’S MEMORADUM 

OF LAW [DOC 164] 

 

COMES NOW Defendant Corizon, LLC, by and through counsel, and for its 

response to Plaintiff’s Memorandum of Law in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for 

Declaratory Relief and Permanent Injunction [Doc 164] state the following: 

 

Introduction 

 Corizon, LLC (“Corizon”) is the contracted provider of medical services for the 

Missouri Department of Corrections (”DOC”), and its various correctional facilities, 

including at Potosi Correctional Center, the facility at which the Plaintiff is currently 

housed. As the evidence adduced in this case previously demonstrates, Corizon 

professionals diagnosed Plaintiff with the condition of gender dysphoria, and have made 

ongoing recommendations for Plaintiff’s treatment in that regard, including 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 
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recommendations for the initiation of hormone therapy, access to body hair removal 

when medically necessary, and gender affirming canteen items that may be made 

available to the Plaintiff at the DOC’s canteen. At no time has Corizon, LLC, or any of its 

personnel developed, authored, or implemented any type of policy that would otherwise 

deny Plaintiff the aforementioned modalities of treatment for gender dysphoria, and have, 

in fact, continued to advocate for the patient from the inception of the Plaintiff’s 

diagnosis of gender dysphoria. 

DEFENDANT CORIZON’S ANSWER TO PLAINTIFF’S STATEMENT OF 

UNCONTROVERTED FACTS 

I: PLAINTIFF JESSICA HICKLIN’S GENDER DYSPHORIA DIAGNOSIS 

 1: Admit 

 2: Admit 

 3: Admit 

II. GENDER DYSPHORIA AND THE STANDARDS OF CARE 

 4: Admit 

 5: Admit 

 6: Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that individuals with untreated gender 

dysphoria may experience clinically significant depression, anxiety, and mental 

impairment. Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown page 45, lines 

21 – 25, page 46, lines 1 – 18. If left untreated, they may suffer additional serious 

medical problems including suicidality and compulsion to engage in self castration and 

self-harm. Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown, page 142, lines 

23 – 25, page 143, lines 1 – 16. There is, however, no uniformity in the signs, symptoms, 
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or conditions suffered by individuals with gender dysphoria, as each patient is different. 

Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown, page 48, lines 23 – 25, 

page 49, lines 1 – 7. 

 7: Admit 

 8: Admit 

 9: Admit 

 10: Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that hormone therapy is fundamental to the 

treatment of gender dysphoria in many patients, and the denial of hormone therapy in 

patients for whom such treatment is medically indicated may lead to significant 

deterioration and impairment in patients, including the possibility of depression, suicidal 

ideation, and surgical self treatment by auto castration or auto-penectomy. Exhibit A, 

Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown, page 57, lines 8 – 24; page 58, lines 5 

– 14; page 58, lines 18 – 25, page 59, lines 1 – 5; page 71, lines 1 – 20. 

 11: Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that counseling may provide support for 

many individuals with gender dysphoria, but does not alone usually substitute for medical 

intervention. Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown, page 81, lines 

7 – 25, page 82, lines 1 – 9. Defendant Corizon, LLC, further admits that providing only 

counseling and/or psychotropic medication to a severely gender-dysphoric patient is a 

departure from the standard of care when the patient’s condition specifically warrants or 

requires additional/other treatment. Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George 

Brown page 82, lines 10 – 15. Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that inadequate treatment 

of this condition puts an individual at serious risk of psychological and physical harm. 

Exhibit A, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. George Brown page 86, lines 11 – 25. 
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III. THE FREEZE-FRAME POLICY 

 12: Admit 

 13: Admit 

 14: Admit 

IV. DEFENDANTS’ FAILURE TO PROVIDE MEDICALLY NECESSARY 

GENDER DYSPHORIA TREATMENT FOR MS. HICKLIN 

 15: Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that Dr. Meredith Throop and Dr. Evelyn 

Stephens diagnosed the Plaintiff with gender dysphoria and prescribed medically 

necessary hormone medicine for her in 2015. Exhibit B at EM 0111-2, EM 0114; Exhibit 

D, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. Evelyn Stephens, page 108, lines 10 – 25, page 

109, lines 1 – 15. Defendant Corizon, LLC, admits that for three years, Corizon 

Defendants were not authorized to provide Plaintiff with the recommended hormone 

therapy due to the freeze-frame policy in effect at that time. Exhibit C, Transcript of the 

30(b)(6) deposition of Corizon, page 159, lines 14 – 17.   

 16: Defendant Corizon, LLC, denies that there were not individualized 

evaluations of Plaintiff Jessica Hicklin performed, and states that Corizon, LLC, 

physicians regularly had personal contact with the Plaintiff, performed multiple 

individualized evaluations, and made recommendations specific for her care, including 

the initiation of hormone treatment. Exhibit D, Transcript of the Deposition of Dr. Evelyn 

Stephens, page 27, lines 11 – 23; Exhibit C, Transcript of the 30(b)(6) deposition of 

Corizon, page 186, lines 5 – 15; page 187, lines 11 – 15 and line 25; page 188, lines 2 – 

14. Said medical providers, however, did not consistently conclude that access to 

permanent hair removal devices was medically necessary prior to the initiation of 
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hormone therapy, since hormone therapy has a propensity to effect hair growth on its 

own. Exhibit C, Transcript of the 30(b)(6) deposition of Corizon, page 188, lines 2 – 14. 

Corizon, LLC professionals did recommend that the Plaintiff have access to gender 

affirming canteen items to the extent available and supplied by the DOC. Exhibit B at 

EM 0154-7.  

 17: Admit 

 18: Admit 

 19: Admit 

ARGUMENT 

 Defendant Corizon, LLC makes no response to the legal argument set forth in 

Plaintiff’s Memorandum of Law in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Declaratory Relief 

and Permanent Injunction [Doc 164]. 

  

 

      Respectfully submitted,  

      /s/ J. Thaddeus Eckenrode    

      J. Thaddeus Eckenrode MoBar #31080 

      ECKENRODE-MAUPIN, Attorneys at Law  

       11477 Olde Cabin Rd., Ste. 110 

      St. Louis, MO 63141 

      (314) 726-6670 (Telephone) 

      (314) 726-2106 (Fax) 

      jte@eckenrode-law.com 

Attorney for Defendant Corizon, LLC 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing 

was served via electronic mail this 6th day of April, 2018 to the following: 

 

Kevin L. Schriener 
Law and Schriener, LLC 

141 N. Meramec Ave, Suite 314 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

kschriener@schrienerlaw.com 

Attorney for Plaintiff Jessica Hicklin 

 

Demoya Renee Gordon 

Richard Saenz 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 

120 Wall Street, 19th Floor 

New York, NY 10005 

dgordon@lambdalegal.org 

rsaenz@lambdalegal.org 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Jessica Hicklin 
 

David D. Dean 

D. John Sauer 

Assistant Attorney Generals 

P.O. Box 861 

St. Louis, MO 63188 

David.dean@ago.mo.gov  

John.sauer@ago.mo.gov 

Attorneys for MDOC Defendants  

 

 

 

 

       /s/ Paige McNary  
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