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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
TAMPA DIVISION

ROBERT L. VAZZO, LMFT, individually
and on behalf of his patients, DAVID H.
PICKUP, LMFT, individually and on
behalf of his patients,
CASE NO. 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS
Plaintiffs,
V.

CITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA,

Defendant.

DEFENDANT, CITY OF TAMPA’S, NOTICE OF FILING AND REQUEST THAT
COURT TAKE JUDICIAL NOTICE OF TRANSCRIPTS — PREPARED BY A
STENOGRAPHIC SHORTHAND REPORTER — OF EXCERPTS OF MEETINGS OF
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 16,2017, MARCH 2, 2017, MARCH 16,
2017 AND APRIL 6, 2017, AND MEMORANDUM OF LAW IN SUPPORT
THEREOF

Defendant, City of Tampa (“City”), hereby gives notice of filing, and requests that
the Court take judicial notice of, the attached transcripts of excerpts of the City Council
meetings held on February 16, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 16, 2017, and April 6, 2017.
In support thereof, the City alleges as follows:

Background

1. On April 6, 2017, Tampa City Council passed Ordinance No. 2017-47
relating to conversion therapy on patients who are minors (“the Ordinance”), and on April
10, 2017, Mayor Buckhorn approved the Ordinance.

2. The Ordinance is the subject of the within lawsuit.
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3. At the March 16, 2017 City Council meeting, when the Ordinance was
being presented for first reading, and at the April 6, 2017 City Council meeting when the
Ordinance was being presented for second reading and adoption, a number of individuals
offered public comment on the subject of the Ordinance. In addition, on March 2, 2017
and February 16, 2017, there was also public comment at the City Council meetings
concerning the subject matter of the Ordinance.

4. The City is attaching hereto transcripts of excerpts from each of the aforesaid
City Council meetings wherein public testimony was offered concerning the subject of the
Ordinance. Each of the transcripts were transcribed by a Stenographic Shorthand Reporter
from DVDs of the aforesaid City Council meetings.

5. The City requests that the Couit take judicial notice of the attached transcripts
of the excerpts of the aforesaid City Council meetings.

6. The City, under a separate Motion, is also seeking leave to file with the Clerk of
Court - and requesting that the Court take judicial notice of - the DVDs of the aforesaid
City Council meetings.

7. The City believes that the attached transcripts will be of assistance to the Court,
and will also complement the Court’s review of the DVDs if the Court permits the City to
file the DVDs with the Clerk of Court.

Argument
Pursuant to Federal Rule of Evidence 201(b), the Court “may judicially notice a fact

that is not subject to reasonable dispute because it: (1) is generally known within the trial
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court’s territorial jurisdiction; or (2) can be accurately and readily determined from sources
whose accuracy cannot be reasonably questioned.”

In the matter at hand, the authenticity of the attached transcripts should not be
subject to dispute as they were prepared by a Stenographic Shorthand Reporter, and they
reflect the public comment concerning the Ordinance, as well as colloquy by City Council
concerning the Ordinance, at the February ‘16, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 16, 2017, and
April 6, 2017 City Council meetings. Each of the transcripts, moreover, attach a
“Certificate of Reporter.”

Finally, the authenticity of the transcripts may be further corroborated by reviewing
the DVDs of the City Council meetings held on February 16, 2017, March 2, 2017, March
16, 2017, and April 6, 2017 and, to that end, the City is also filing a Motion requesting
that the Court permit the City to file with the Clerk of Court - and that this Court take
judicial notice of - a true and correct copy of the DVDs of the City Council Meetings
held on February 16, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 16, 2017, and April 6, 2017.

Conclusion

For all the aforesaid reasons, it is respectfully requested that this Honorable Court
take judicial notice of the attached transcripts of excerpts of the meetings of City Council
held on February 16, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 16, 2017, and April 6, 2017.

Consultation with Plaintiffs’ Counsel

In accordance with Local Rule 3.01(g), the City’s counsel has conferred with
Plaintiffs’ counsel concerning the relief set forth herein and counsel for Plaintiffs object to

the relief requested herein.
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(s/ Jerry M. Gewirtz
Jerry M. Gewirtz, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 0843865
Primary: Jerry.Gewirtz@tampagov.net
Secondary: Kimber.Spitsberg@tampagov.net
Robin Horton Silverman, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 0027934
Primary: Robin.Horton-
Silverman@tampagov.net
Secondary: Laytecia.McKinney@tampagov.net
5th Floor, City Hall, 315 E. Kennedy Boulevard
Tampa, Florida 33602
Telephone: (813) 274-8996
Facsimile: (813)274-8777
Attorneys for Defendant, City of Tampa

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on January 12 2018 the foregoing was electronically
filed with the Clerk of Court and a copy is being furnished by email to the following:

Roger K. Gannam, Esquire at rgannam(@lc.org; Horatio G. Mihet, Esquire at

hmihet@]Ic.org; Mathew D. Staver, Esquire at mat@]lc.org and court@]c.org; and Daniel

J. Schmid, Esquire at dschmid@lc.org (Liberty Counsel, P.O. Box 540774, Orlando, FL

32854).

By: /s/ Jerry M. Gewirtz
Jerry M. Gewirtz, Esquire
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Page 3

PROCEEDI NGS

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:24 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: |Is there anyone else in the public
that would like to speak at this tine on any item
except for Itens 50 through 59?7 Pl ease cone forward
i f you do.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:24 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. KEMPLE: | thought that just signing up out
there put ne on the |ist.

MR. SUAREZ: Go ahead. Tell us your nane.

This is your tinme now Don't have a discussion with
me. Go ahead and talk to us.

MR. KEMPLE: No. No. That's fine.

My name is Terry Kenple. And today you're
going to be discussing whether the Gty of Tanpa
shoul d i npose a ban on professionals providi ng what
you call conversion therapy to m nors.

As |'ve | ooked at the reports of your conments
on January 26th, the things that pop out to ne were,
one, you said that professionals shouldn't be
allowed to provide -- provide this therapy because
it's harnful to children, basically equating it with
child abuse.

You said that they shouldn't be allowed to

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-1 Filed 01/12/18 Page 4 of 18 PagelD 785

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 02/16/2017

Page 4

provide this therapy because honbsexuality is no
| onger considered a nental illness.

And you said, three, that the fact that
you're -- or three is the fact that you' re even
di scussing this ban would give the indication that
you thi nk honbsexuality is an innate unchangeabl e
characteristic.

On the first point, it's highly unlikely --
unlikely that you'll be able to find even one
credi ble case of a child being harned by a counsel or
explaining to the child that there is the
possi bility of escaping from unwanted sexual
attracti ons.

Most of the counselors that provide this
t herapy i ntroduce Jesus Christ as the divine healer
who can hel p them

And still on the first point, if you truly
believe that it's child abuse, why would you exenpt
anyone, including churches and mnisters? |If you
really believe it's child abuse, why would you say
that it's okay for anyone to commt child abuse?

On the second point, therapists counse
patients on nunerous things that are neither nental
i1l nesses nor diseases. Sone of the things they

counsel clients on are pornography addictions,

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-1 Filed 01/12/18 Page 5 of 18 PagelD 786

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 02/16/2017

Page 5

marital infidelity, masturbation obsessions and
prom scuous lifestyles such as swi nging. None of
these are nental illnesses, yet |arge nunbers of
peopl e seek treatnent and counseling for them

For many peopl e who seek sexual therapy,
honosexual ity is an adaptation that causes distress
in their lives. Mental health professionals are
able to help these clients deal with the distress
that their unwanted sanme-sex sexual attractions,
behaviors or identity can bring to their |ives and
help them deal with the resulting anxiety or
pressure that results.

On the third point, the testinony of ny Mark --
my friend Mark, who you'll hear fromin a nonent,
and t housands of others who have successful ly
changed their sexual orientation, nakes it clear
that there is hope for change for those who desire
it.

Ohn. And one final point. Under Florida |aw,

you don't have the authority to pass a ban that

regul ates the nental health profession. If you do,
you'll sinmply be inviting a |lawsuit that you'll
| ose.

My question is, what nakes you think that you

know better than parents what is in the best
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interest of their children?

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:27 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Just as a point of clarification, you kept
sayi ng "you have said sonething” or "you have" --
excuse me -- and | don't think that nmyself or anyone
el se on this dais have said any of the things that
you sai d.

So | appreciate your -- your public comment. |
just wanted to set the record straight. Thank you.
Anyone el se that would |i ke to speak on any

item except for Itens 50 through 597

Sir, please cone forward.

(Speaker begins speaking at tinestanp 9:28 a. m
of DVD.)

MR, CULLIGAN. Good norning. M name is Mark

Culligan. | ama resident of Tanpa and live in
Sout h Tanpa.

| ama former honosexual. | lived for 20 years
wi th a honpbsexual struggle. | have been out of
honmosexual acting-out for 30 years. | went through

clinical and therapeutic interventions, and ny life
i's happy, contented, and | am at peace with who | am

t oday.
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You shoul d have been given a copy of a panphl et
and a sheet with sone nyths on it. The panmphlet is
entitled "The Top Ten Myt hs about Honpbsexuality."

| want to thank the Fam |y Research Council in
Washi ngton, D.C., for publishing this resource.

This resource is professionally produced with
research used listed in the footnotes at the bottom
of each page.

For the sake of tine, | would like to briefly
nmention three of the nyths to help you better
understand what's at stake as you discuss the
proposed ban on counseling for mnors dealing with
same-sex attraction.

And | want to be clear that | don't support the
proposed |law for two main reasons: the right of a
m nor to make heal thy choi ces about their |ives, and
| think we should defend the right of parents to
make choi ces about what they feel is best for their
chil dren.

Myt h Nunber 1: People are born gay. Fact:

The research does not show that anyone is born gay
and suggest instead that honosexuality results from
a conplex m x of devel opnental factors.

Myt h Nunber 2: Sexual orientation can never

change. Fact: Thousands of nen and wonmen have

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
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testified to experiencing a change in their sexual
orientation from honosexual to heterosexual.
Research confirns such change does occur, sonetines
spont aneously and sonetines as a result of

t herapeutic intervention.

Myt h Nunmber 3: Efforts to change soneone's
sexual orientation from honosexual to heterosexual
are harnful and unethical. Fact: There is no
scientific evidence that changed efforts create
greater harmthan the honosexual lifestyle itself.
The real ethical violation is when clients are
deni ed the opportunity to set their own goals for
t her apy.

| just encourage you to please take a | ook at
this and be better inforned as you consider this | aw
that you're considering. You are intelligent people
and you want to review the facts and the research
before you consider this -- this ban.

Thank you for your tine.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:31 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Anyone else |ike to speak at this tine, please
come forward.

And before you speak, ma'am is there -- if

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
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there's anyone else that would |like to speak on any
item except for 50 through 59, if you could stand up
so we know how many ot her fol ks we have that are
going to be speaking. Stand to the side of the --
of the seats.

Ma'am |'msorry.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:31 a. m
of DVD.)

M5. BROAN: My nanme is Cathy Brown and | |ive
in Hllsborough County. And |I am opposed to any
regul ati on concerni ng conversion therapy. Parents
and doctors know best for their children.

Qur state regul ates professionals, doctors,
psychiatrists. That is not sonething for the city
or the county to do. These professionals are
trained to help people. They're trained to deal
delicately with personal problens, with stress.

O course, com ng out as a honbsexual is a
stressful event, and these professionals know best
what to do. Governnment does not need to -- to keep
butting into famly problens. Fam |y problens
shoul d be solved by the famly, their mnisters and
their doctors. Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp

9:32 a.m of DVD.)
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MR, SUAREZ: Thank you.

Anyone el se want to speak at this tine?

Ma'am if you' re going to speak, as | ask,
pl ease stand up, cone forward.

You're first, sir. Go ahead.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:33 a. m
of DVD.)

MR, THORPE: Hello. M nane is David Thor pe.

At the age of seven | was actually introduced
to sex and sexuality, which | do not believe that
children shoul d be.

Unfortunately, because of today, the -- the
nmedia, the TV or whatever, you watch conmercials and
you see it. So it is what it is, unfortunately.

Because of that, |'ve struggled ny entire life.
| amnow 50. | did go into honbsexuality at the age
of 23 for 18 years. | watched a | ot of people die
of AIDS and H'V. | believe it is a choice.

| can say today |'ve -- |'ve been out of
honosexual ity for nine years and | am happily
married. March 23rd will be four years. Thank you
for your tinme.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:33 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
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1 Next, pl ease.
2 UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN: | don't want to speak.
3 Am | able to ask a question during this tine?
4 MR, SUAREZ: No. This is for your public
5 comment s.
6 UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN:  Ckay.
7 MR. SUAREZ: | nean, if the question has to do
8 wi th whether or not you can speak on a particul ar
9 item-- is that the question?
10 (I'naudi bl e.)
11 UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN:  Ckay.
12 MR, SUAREZ: [|I'msorry. ay. Go ahead.
13 UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN:
14 Thank you.
15 | wanted to know -- an itemthat we're not able
16 to speak on, was it presented to the public first?
17 MR. SUAREZ: No. Itens that are not being --
18 that you're not able to speak on now, Itens 50
19 t hrough 59 --
20 UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN:  Ri ght..
21 MR. SUAREZ: -- have to do with public
22 hearings. They get open and then you can speak at
23 | that tine.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED WOMAN:  That's what | wanted to
25 know.
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MR. SUAREZ: You can't speak about it until
that tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED WOMAN:  That's what | wanted to
know.

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am

| s there anyone else in the public that woul d
like to speak on any item except for 50 through 597
| f so, please cone forward now.

| see no one.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 9:34 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10:11 a.m of
DVD. )

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. Item Nunber 67. This is
M. Mniscalco's item M. Territo, | think, wanted
to speak on this itembefore we start.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. TERRITG Sal Territo, |egal departnent.

W -- since we've |ooked at this issue -- and
t he gentl eman that spoke this norning -- we have
sone of the sane concerns: Can we regulate this?
And our research indicates that we probably can
because there's a provision in the statutes

regul ati ng these professions that say if it's not
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regul ated by the state, the | ocal governnents have
sonme authority on that. W haven't thoroughly

| ooked at that, but that issue may be sonething we
can resol ve.

However, since that tinme the Legislature, as
t hey often do, has introduced a bill, House Bill 17,
that woul d take away our authority to do any
regul ati on of any businesses; not only this one if
we were to pass this ordinance, but all of the
regul ati ons and permts that we do now regul ating
busi ness.

If it isto -- if it passes -- and we'll find
out, obviously, in the next couple of nonths, that
woul d have been retroactive to January 1st. So if
you were to pass an ordinance affecting this, it
m ght becone void very quickly.

It's your decision if you want to continue with
this issue anyway, but it may be sonething that
becones noot very quickly.

And our suggestion normally is that if it's
sonet hi ng pendi ng before the Legislature that we
wait to hear that. But again, if you' d rather not
do that and you want to pass it, it may becone void.
W will probably know in the next nonth or two.

There's no Senate bill conpanion. [t may not
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go anywhere. It may be changed drastically. At
this tinme we just don't have an answer for you.

MR. SUAREZ: Okay. M. Maniscalco, did you
want to continue with this, or did you want to take
hi s suggesti on?

MR. MANI SCALCO. No. 1'd like to continue.

And the reason is we don't know what's going to
happen at the state level. It may pass -- their
bill; it may not pass.

You know, in the neantine, you know, we nove
forward with this. Should it get to the Tall ahassee
| evel where they renove our authority to regul ate,
then it becones null and void. But |I'd like to nove
forward with it, regardless.

MR. SUAREZ: You want to nove forward now with
it?

MR. MANI SCALCO  Yes. Right now.

MR. TERRITO Well, we don't have an ordi nance
before you. W'd have to bring one before you.

MR. MANI SCALCO. Ckay. When?

MR, TERRITO But right nowif you want to nove
forward, you bring it back at your next regular
neeting as sonething to look at to put on first
reading if that's your w sh.

MR. MANI SCALCO.  Ckay.
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MR. SUAREZ: Was there any discussion on noving
forward on this particular itemat this tinme? And
if not, we'll let M. Maniscalco make a notion to --

Yes, sir. Go ahead.

MR. COHEN: Here's what | would request is, if
prior to the next neeting if you could reach out to
us individually so that if we want to talk to you
about what the provisions of this are, we can set an
appoi ntment and discuss it prior to your comng in
front of us on the 2nd.

Wuld that be all right?

MR TERRITO That's fine.

And the other option would be -- | know we have
a lot of workshops. There are a |lot of issues, not
only that we found in |looking at this, but the
jurisdictions that are now doing it in South
Tanpa -- they've had sone probl ens, enforcenent
problens. How do you nove forward? Who does the
enforcenent? 1Is it the police departnent? Is it
code enforcenent?

A lot of them are using code enforcenent, which
is an interesting way of looking at it. How do you
know it's happeni ng?

So we have to address sone issues with you.

Tal king wwth you individually would work. Having a
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smal | workshop on this with sone of the issues --
that would work. | could also submt to you sone of
the i ssues we have in witing and then have it
di scussed. Wiatever you prefer we can do.

But there are issues with howit's being
enforced in South Tanpa right now.

MR. COHEN: Sout h Fl ori da.

MR TERRITO |I'msorry. South Florida. Oh,
boy. South Florida. Yes, sir.

MR. SUAREZ: kay.

MR TERRITO That's it. But again, it's your
deci si on how you want to nove forward on this.

MR. SUAREZ: Al right. Any other questions or
comments before we nove forward?

Ckay. M. Mani scal co.

MR. MANI SCALCO  Therefore, you know, if you're

going to be neeting with -- wth us on an individual
basis, you know, we'll clear up any -- any
guesti ons.

Then | would nake a notion that -- that you

woul d conme back at our next regul arly-schedul ed
nmeeting March 2nd under Staff Reports, and then
we'll nove forward with the ordi nance then.

MR, SUAREZ: You want -- you want a draft

ordi nance at that tine?
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MR. MANI SCALCO A draft ordinance at that
time. Yes.

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. W have a notion from
M. Mani scal co to have the | egal departnent cone
back under Staff Reports on March 2nd with a draft
or di nance.

Do | have a second?

M5. CAPIN. Second.

MR. SUAREZ: | have a -- | have a notion from
M. Mani scal co, a second fromM. Capin. Al in

favor of that notion, please indicate by saying

aye.
(MULTI PLE VO CES:  Aye.)
MR. SUAREZ: Any opposed?
MR. M RANDA: Aye.
THE CLERK: Mdtion carried with Mranda voting
no and Reddi ck bei ng absent.

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you.

Ckay. We have gone through nost of our agenda.

We do have three itens that are set for 10:30
hearing. So | will ask for a recess until 10: 30.
We are in recess until 10: 30.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:16 a. m of
DVD. )

(Council in recess.)
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PROCEEDI NGS

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:59 a.m of DVD.)

MR. COHEN: Next speaker, please.

MR. BOOTH: Thank you.

MR. COHEN:. Good norni ng.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:59 a.m
of DVD.)

MR. CUTLER:. Good norning, council nenbers.

My nane is Dave Cutler, and | amproud to live
inthe Gty of Tanpa, District 5 at 5708 North 9th
Street.

| also proudly serve as the president of the
Hi | | sborough County | esbi an/ gay/ bi sexual / transgender
and now denocratic caucus.

This is a city that has given LGBT citizens
protections against discrimnation and all ows
sane-gender couples to be recognized by their city
governnent before marriage equality canme to Florida
as a whol e.

Many of you-all cane to the Ybor City vigil the
day after the Pul se shootings to show your support
and respect.

| thank Council man Mani scalco for his efforts
to add anot her | ayer of protection, this time for

our youth, who are comng to terns with who they

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-2 Filed 01/12/18 Page 4 of 61 PagelD 803

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 03/02/2017

Page 4

are, by banning so-called conversion therapy.

The Anerican Medical Association, the Anerican
Acadeny of Pediatrics, the American Psychiatric and
Psychol ogi cal Associ ati ons and nmany, many others
have all said this practice is harnful, dangerous,
and during its heyday back in the 1990s led to a
sky-hi gh suicide rate anmong LGBT yout h.

After | cane out in 1997, ny nother was afraid
that | m ght becone a statistic. Thanks to a
| oving, supportive famly, | was able to cone to
terms wiwth who | am and -- and | amwho | am today.

Exodus I nternational, the preem nent
organi zation that participated in this
scientifically-unfounded and dangerous practice, has
closed its doors and apol ogi zed to the LGBT
communi ty, saying that reparative therapy is both
futile and harnful.

John Paul k, chai rman of the board of Exodus
I nternational and affiliated with Focus on Famly,
who clained to be ex-gay, is nowidentifying as a
gay man.

These organi zations claimthat one can be saved
fromthe honosexual |ifestyle. There is no such
thing as a honpbsexual lifestyle. The LGBT comunity

is as diverse as humanity itself.
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| have been fortunate to be surrounded by
friends and famly who accept ne as | am Not
everyone is as fortunate. But you have the power to
protect our youth from psychol ogi cal and spiritual
assaul t.

| urge you to stand with -- with Council man
Mani scal co, pass this ordi nance, and send the sane
nessage to Tanpa's youth that ny father said to ne.
“"You are ny child, and I |l ove you no natter what."

Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 01 of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Excuse ne. Please don't walk up
to the speaker. W want to try and get through this
as much as we can. W want to nake sure everybody
has a chance to speak

So, nma'am you are next.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 02 a.m of DVD.)

M5. GAINES: H. M nane is Cathy Gaines. |
live out in Riverview, but | appreciate the
opportunity to speak with you-all because | work,
play and worship in the City of Tanpa.

| want to thank you-all for your |eadership in

regard to equality. And | also appreciate you-al
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t hrough a ban on reparative therapy, which | hope
that you-all w |l pass protecting our youth.

It's very, very inportant, as a nore nature
i ndi vidual, to nake sure that our youth are
protected. And you-all, as city council nenbers,
have al ways been on the | eadi ng edge, not only here
in the county of protecting, but also in the state.
And | really, really appreciate that.

This is not theory. There is an organi zation
with an address in Tanpa, Florida, that is doing
reparative therapy. And this organi zation has net
i ncone, according to their 990, of over $366,000 in
net incone over the past five years for doing this.
And so this is real.

And | want to let you know that it is not only
harnful; it is dangerous to our youth. There are
many peopl e that have been damaged for their -- for
the rest of their life that have not been able to
achi eve everything that they coul d have.

And I"'ma firmbeliever that we are all made in
the i mage and |ikeness of God, and God didn't make
m stakes. And he didn't nake m stakes w th Dave.
He didn't make a m stake with nme. He didn't nake
m stakes with you-all.

And | appreciate your |eadership in putting
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1 this ban because your |eadership will allow other

2 | egi sl ative bodies here in the county, here in the
3 | state, here in the nation for noving forward al so on
4 banni ng this therapy.

5 Thank you so much.

6 ( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp

7 10: 04 a.m of DVD.)

8 MR, SUAREZ: Thank you.

9 Next, please, on this side. Yes.
10 ( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11 10: 04 a.m of DvVD.)
12 M5. LAZARUS: M nane is Dana Lazarus. | live
13 at (inaudible) and I'm a pansexual woman. And
14 pansexual neans that I'mattracted to peopl e based
15 on their personality and their ability to nake ne
16 happy in a relationship, not on the body parts that
17 t hey happen to be born wth.
18 | am about to tell you the experiences of a
19 person nanmed Marcel, who could not be here because
20 he w shes to renmai n anonynous. But as a pansexual
21 wonan, | can relate to what |'mabout to tell you.
22 "My nane is Marcel. | grew up in a very |loving
23 but extrenely religious household. | was taught
24 | froma young age that you cannot live a life of
25 happi ness if you are going against the will of God.
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“"When | was 18 ny parents found sone gay
websites in ny search history. | was still living
at honme at the tinme. They bought nme a book call ed
"You Don't Have to be Gay Anynore.' | read it cover
to cover in two days.

"I had struggled since | was in elenentary
school believing that there was sonething inherently
wong with ne. It consuned ny every thought for
years, and | suffered from extreme depression.

"When | heard that | could possibly change ny
attraction, | saw hope for nyself. M parents got
me in contact with Exodus International, and | began
to go to nonthly ex-gay conferences | ed by people
who clainmed to have left the gay lifestyle. | later
found out that many of them had gone back to the
honmosexual |ifestyle.

"I joined a weekly Bible study for gay people
who no | onger wanted to be gay and started seeing a
weekl y therapist who specialized in conversion al/k/a
reparative therapy.

"l spent every day readi ng about changi ng ny
sexual orientation, praying to God to change ne and
neeting with people who convinced ne that if |
stopped giving in to ny tenptation that I would be

doi ng what God wanted for ne.
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"I was told that ny gay feelings m ght never go
away, but to be happy | just had to live like a
het erosexual person. It neant | had to remain
cel i bate and never be in a romantic rel ationship.
"Despite the loneliness |I felt, | was
committed. | was obsessed. Every day it actually
got nore and nore difficult. M depression nounted
because | felt no change, no hope. And | could not
fathomwhat it would be like to live a life al one.
"My sexual orientation was as unchangeabl e as
the color of ny eyes, but | continued to fight
against what | had felt since | was five years old.
"One day it becane so unbearable for ne that |

chose to swallow an entire bottle of pills that I

with this |ife and hope that there was sonething
better waiting for ne in the next life.

"My parents found nme sobbing with the enpty

was punped and | was Baker-Acted for a week.
“"After this experience and after neeting a

nunber of people who had suffered through ex-gay

had found in the bathroom | just wanted to be done

pill bottle and rushed ne to the ER where ny stonach

reparative therapy, | realized there was nothing |
could do to change ny sexual orientation. |t becane
apparent that -- it becane apparent that the prom se
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of happi ness one day was not hing but fal se hope.

"My status and hatred had -- hatred had grown
to a level so severe that the only solution for ne
was to quit this path and try to change nysel f.
realized there was nothing | could do to change who
| was, who | was attracted to and who | wanted to
spend ny life wth.

"I told nmy parents that if they wanted ne in
their lives at all, they had to stop pushing the
ex-gay agenda and accept ne for who I was. | would
dieif | continued down this path."

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 07 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am

Next, please, on this. | was just going to go
over here. She's standing up, too.

You' re not ?

M5. LONG  Yes.

MR. SUAREZ: Ckay. Please cone on up.

| apol ogize. | saw her up there, too.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp
10: 07 a.m of DVD.)

M5. LONG Susan Long, 921 East Broad Street.

And |'ve given you a copy of what |'m about to
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read, not because you can't read it so | have to
read it to you, but because | have sone references
here. | did sonme research, and | want you to know
this is not just ny perception. These are valid
research projects that have been done on this issue.

Conversion therapy is founded on the belief
t hat peopl e choose to have a sexual orientation
ot her than heterosexual. Students have -- studies
have shown there's a genetic conponent to sexual
orientation and that there is a conti nuum

Thi s genetic conponent cannot be changed. Like
other traits, they're a conbination of both genetic
and environnental. So to say a honbsexual is just
going to stop being a honosexual is like telling ny
children they need to stop being snart. After all,
one's test {sic} on an IQtest is both environnental
and hereditary.

The statenent that only 3 percent of the
popul ati on is honbsexual is just wong. Studies
have shown that based on one's definition of
honosexual , the proportion of honbsexual human
bei ngs is between 10 and 20 percent.

The use of conversion therapy, reparative
t herapy, sexual reorientation therapy, whatever you

want to call it, has been rejected by all of the
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establ i shed and reputabl e Anerican Medical,
Psychol ogi cal, Psychiatric and professional
counsel i ng organi zati ons.

A very | arge nunber of professional, nedical,

scientific and counseling organizations in the U S.

and abroad have issued statenents regarding the harm

reparative therapy can cause, particularly if it's
based on the assunption that honosexuality is
unaccept abl e.

As early as 1993 the Anerican Acadeny of
Pedi atrics stated that therapy directed at
speci fically changi ng sexual orientation is
contrai ndi cated since it can provoke guilt and
anxiety while having little to no potential for --
for achieving change in orientation.

The Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics --
(tnaudible). This is still what you're talking
about in your ordinance: mnors.

The Anerican Medical Association officially
opposes reparative therapy that is, quote, based on
t he assunption that honbsexuality, per se, is a
nment al di sorder or based on a prior assunption that
t he person shoul d change his or her honobsexual
orientation, unquote.

The Pan Anerican Health Organi zation, the
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worl d's ol dest international public health agency,
i ssued a statenent in 2012 that said in part,
"Services that purport to cure people with a
nonhet er osexual orientation |ack nedi cal
justification and represent a serious threat to the
heal th and wel | bei ng of affected people, unguote.

The statenent continues: "In none of the
i ndi vi dual nani festati ons does honbsexuality
constitute a disorder or an illness and, therefore,
it requires no cure."

Sonme of the best evidence of the
i neffectiveness of conversion therapy is from 2013
when Exodus International, fornerly one of the
| argest ex-gay mnistries in the world, shut down
after its director Al an Chanbers issued an apol ogy
to the LGBT community.

Chanbers, who is married to a woman (i naudi bl e)
t he sanme-sex attraction -- sane -- sane-sex
attracti on has not changed.

In a 2012 conference he said, "The majority of
people that | have nmet" --

MR SUAREZ: Ms. Long, I'msorry. | -- 1 --

M5. LONG | know.

MR, SUAREZ: | know you're right near like the

| ast paragraph.
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M5. LONG  Yes.
MR, SUAREZ: | thought you were going to catch
up, but it's okay.

M5. LONG | thought so, too.

MR. SUAREZ: But thank you --

M5. LONG Thank you.

MR, SUAREZ: -- for giving us a hard copy of
this. | appreciate that.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 11 a.m of DvVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Next, please.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 11 a.m of DVD.)

M5. SYKES: Jam e Sykes, 33606. Reading a
comment by ny friend Dana Lazarus.

In this conversation about conversion therapy
it's inportant that we | ook at what has gone on with
organi zati ons that have conducted it in the past.

Exodus | nternational was one of the | eading
organi zations for conversion therapy between 1976
and 2013. At its peak Exodus included over 250
local ministries in the United States and Canada and
over 150 mnistries in 17 other countri es.

But in 1979 M chael Bussee, one of the founders

of Exodus, and Gary Cooper, a |eader within the
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mnistry of Exodus, left the group to be with each
ot her.

Later in the year 2000 John Paul k was renoved
fromhis position as chairman of Exodus
| nt ernati onal because he was found to be frequenting
gay bars.

In 2013 Paul k renounced his former cause,
stating that his sexual orientation had never truly
changed. And | quote: | do not believe that
reparative therapy changes sexual orientation. In
fact, it does great harmto nmany people.

On June 19th, 2013, the organi zation's board of
di rectors announced the inpending closing of Exodus
I nternational. Exodus International president Alan
Chanbers said that the board nmade the nove after a
year of dial ogue and prayer about the
organi zations's place in a changing culture.

In his statenent he addressed those who had
been through their conversion therapy program He
said, "I amsorry for the pain and hurt many of you
have experienced. | amsorry that some of you spent
years working through the shame and guilt you felt
when your attractions didn't change. | amsorry we
pronot ed sexual orientation change effort and

reparative theories about sexual orientation that
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stigmati zed parents.”

We nust evolve as a culture the way Exodus
| nt ernati onal evol ved, by understandi ng that
conversion therapy is incredibly harnful to
participants, especially youth, and is perpetuating
harnful stereotypes in our culture.

Pl ease think of Leelah Al corn. Leelah was
raised in a conservative Christian household in
Chio. At age 14 she cane out as transgender to her
parents Carla and Doug Al corn, who refused to accept
her fermal e gender identity.

When she was 16 they deni ed her request to
undergo transition treatnent, instead sending her to
Christian-based conversion therapy with the
i ntention of convincing her to reject her gender
identity and accept her gender as assigned at birth.

After she reveal ed her attraction towards nal es
to her classmates, her parents renoved her from
school and revoked her access to social nedia.

In her suicide note Alcorn cited | oneliness and
alienation as key reasons for her decision to end
her life and bl aned her parents for causing these
feelings. She commtted suicide by wal king out in
front of oncomng traffic on the Interstate 71

hi ghway.
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Now speaki ng for myself as a gay kid, | began
suffering fromsuicidal ideation at the age of ten
wi t hout even exposure to conversion therapy.

So when you concentrate society's hatred and
this bigotry that we're already dealing with and

directing it at fixing LGTQ Plus kids who are not

broken, you are destroying lives. And if you do not

stop it, we are all conplicit in the physical and
psychol ogi cal nurder of our youth.

Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 14 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you.

Next, pl ease.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 14 a.m of DVD.)

MR, PUSKARI CH. Good norning, Council. Mark
Puskarich, 4201 Bayshore Boul evard.

| have a -- I'mwth Equality Florida, and I
have a statenent here that probably covers a | ot
t hat you've already heard this norning, but thank
you for listening nonetheless. This is an official
statenment from Equality Florida.

On behal f of Equality Florida, the state's

| argest organi zati on dedi cated to endi ng
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di scrimnation of the LGBT community, thank you for
bringing forward an ordi nance to ban conversion
therapy in the Cty of Tanpa.

Conversion therapy is a fraudul ent, danger- --
conversion therapy is fraudul ent, dangerous, and it
inflicts inreasurable harmon its victinms. And we
appl aud you for taking up this inportant issue.

So-cal |l ed conversion therapy is a debunked
practice that purports to change a person's sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Al so known as ex-gay therapy and sexua
orientation change efforts, such practices have been
decri ed and debunked by every mai nstream nedi cal and
mental health organi zation, including the Arerican
Psychol ogi cal Associ ation, the American Psychiatric
Associ ation and the American Acadeny of Pediatrics.

Not only is it ineffective in actually changing
a person's sexual orientation or gender identity; it
puts our young LGBTQ youth and their famlies at
risk. And yet partially because deep-seated
honmophobi a and transphobia still exist in our
society, the practice of conversion therapy
continues wi thout any |egal consequence.

Conversion therapy can be extrenely dangerous

and in sone cases fatal. Mnors are especially
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vul nerable to the dangers of conversion therapy,
whi ch has been tragically proven to lead to
depression, anxiety, drug use, honel essness,

sel f-harm and sui ci de.

Research shows that | esbian, gay and bi sexua
young adults who reported higher levels of famly
rejection during adol escence were nore than eight
tinmes nore likely to report having attenpted
suicide, nore than five tines nore likely to report
hi gh I evel s of depression, and nore than three tines
nore likely to use illegal drugs conpared with their
peers.

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the two nost inportant factors to
the well being of an LGBTQ young person are famly
acceptance and a supportive school environnent.

Wiile we can't always ensure that LGBTQ youth
are accepted and affirnmed by their famlies, we can
and we nust protect them from being subjected to
di shonest and danger ous abuse di sgui sed as nedi cal
treatment. LGBTQ youth deserve to grow up know ng
they are cel ebrated and val ued for exactly who they
are.

Thank you, Conmm ssioner Mani scal co, for seeking

to protect LGBT young people fromharm Please |et
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us know on behalf of Equality Florida how we can be
hel pful in providing research, tal king points or
| egal anal ysis.

We | ook forward to working with you to ban the

practice of conversion therapy in the Cty of Tanpa.

Thank you very nuch.

And just on a personal note, as sonebody that
is a counselor for a national LGBT youth hotline,

t hese young people fromall over the world cone to
us wth concerns about who they are. They thank
you, too, for considering this conversion therapy
ban.

Thank you very nuch.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10:17 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, pl ease.

And before you go, sir, if there's anyone el se
that wants to stand and speak, if you're able to
stand, if you could stand against the wall, either
wall -- it doesn't matter -- so we get a sense of
how nuch nore tine we have.

Sir, you're next.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10:17 a.m of DVD.)

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-2 Filed 01/12/18 Page 21 of 61 PagelD 820

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 03/02/2017

Page 21

MR. ROLLINS: Pastor J Ricc Rollins, II, senior
| ead servant of the Edge Comrunity Church at
2705 East Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boul evard.

| thought about what | would say, and this is
the first thing that canme to m nd.

In the noments where there was not hing said
t he sil ence beconmes unconfortable. |In the nonents
that nothing is said, we are forced to suffer in
si | ence.

Today you've heard what nany people have had to

say. They've quoted statistics. Let ne tell you ny

story real quick

At three years old | was nolested. | was raped
at 15 and then again at 17, all by males. And when
| finally understood sone things about ne, | had to
ask nyself, did | cause these?

At 19 | went to ny nother, the very wonan | put
here -- this woman -- and said to her, "I'magay."

The question that she asked is, "Wuld you |ike
to get sone hel p?"

Now, before you junp on ny nother, ny nother

said to nme, "I want you to get help in being the
best person you can be. |If that is your gay self,
then be gay. |If it's just a phase, let's walk

through it together."
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When we tal k about conversion therapy, it is
not giving the child the option to grow and be.

After the therapy -- or no. Before the therapy
t he reason she asked ne that is because |I tried to
kill nmyself tw ce.

And | think about that in this day and tinme at
54 years of age. | think about the fact that had I
not lived, there would be no one to take care of
t hat 90-year-old woman who t oday says,

"God coul d have changed you if he wanted to, but he
chose to | eave you to be who you are. He could have
wi nked, blinked, snapped or blew, but he knew that
there was a cause and a purpose for you being just
as you are."

Today, ny brothers and sister, in her absence |
say to you this. If children are not allowed to
live their lives with the freedom and honesty, then
the Bible is not true, because the Bible says, "And
they that know the truth nust worship himin spirit
and truth and that that truth will set themfree."

Today allow themto be free and live the life
inthis United States of Anerica that we so proudly
boast .

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp

10: 20 a.m of DVD.)
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MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 20 a.m of DvVD.)

MR MUNOZ: My name is Aaron Minoz. |'m 27
years old. |I'ma resident of New Port Ri chey, but
| -- I"ma frequent visitor and patron of Ybor City.

| work with LGBTQ youth as a vol unt eer
facilitator with Metro Health and Wel |l ness, which is
| ocated in St. Pete and Tanpa.

| can tell you that those children are the nost
intelligent, well-informed and self-aware kids |'ve
ever nmet. They've taught nme a | ot about nyself and
t he new | anguage going on in the comunities. And
as teens, they may be unsure of plenty, but they
know in their hearts exactly who they are.

|"'mal so the president of an advocacy group
organi zation called Qut in Love Florida, and it
organi zes LGBTQ events, who likes to think that
Tanpa is a wel com ng place in which we can do so.

Now, a bit about nyself. | nyself ama
transgender nman, neaning that | was rai sed fenal e,
but no friend or doctor today would ever tell you
that 1'manything but male in ny heart or in ny

soul .
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My famly was far from educated on LGBTQ
children, like nost traditional famlies 20 years
ago. And it was clear froman early age that |
needed gui dance. After all, what child doesn't?

But traditional values and outdated information
taught themthat sonething was wong with ne.

Now, ny parents could not afford a
run-of -the-m || therapist, |let al one conversion
t herapy, but they did do what they could on their
own to convert ne.

| was conditioned every day to be anyone but
who | was. It started with things |ike clothes and
toys, throw ng away bl ue and forcing pink, throw ng
away bl ocks and forcing dolls, isolating ne from
other children | est they encourage ne to be nyself.

| renmenber the sunmer | was sent to stay with
famly and returned to find all of nmy clothes and
bel ongi ngs di scarded or destroyed with no regard for
sentinmental value and replaced by a princess-thened
world that didn't fit, or for that matter, anyone |
knew.

| endured years of physical abuse at ny
father's hand and countl ess hours of psychol ogi cal
conditioning to teach ne to be the little girl |

knew | wasn't. | spent sleepless nights forced to
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read diaries out loud, forced to cut up ny own
favorite clothes, forced to replay over and over a
confirmation that I would swear to stifle who | am

| never did find ny way into that forced
wonanhood. |Instead, by the age of 18 | had
attenpted suicide four tinmes, and I will live the
rest of ny life with conpl ex PTSD.

| could spend well over ny allowed tine
expl ai ning the journey that brought a confident,
self-loving man before you here today. But what |
can tell you in ny short tine that | have left is
t hat no anount of brai nwashi ng or abuse or
condi tioning or peer pressure or anything al ong
t hose Iines can change who a person is at their
core. It can't nake themgay, it can't nmake them
trans, and it can't nmake them strai ght.

Suicide is the | eading cause of death anobng
LEBTQ children, and | was al nbst one of them
Breaking a child's spirit never |eads to anything
good.

Pl ease, do not |egalize child abuse, and pl ease
et my community know that we are safe and we are
wel cone here in the City of Tanpa where we spend our
noney, where we raise our children and where we

spend our tine.
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Thank you very nuch.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 23 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp
10: 23 a.m of DVD.)

MR. GAGNE: M nane is Jake Gagne. Thank you
for listening to nme today. | don't have anything
prepared, so forgive ne if I'mwinging it alittle
bit here.

But I ama nmenber of the LGBTQ Plus conmunity.
| kissed a guy once, but it wasn't for ne.

|'"'mhere to show -- to tell you that this is
not just an issue for the LGBT community. This is
an issue for all of -- Tanpanians, all of the people
t hat you represent.

When ny gay friend told ne that this was
happening at 8:20 this norning, | rolled out of bed,
did whatever | could to get here just to tell you
that the people of Tanmpa consider this an issue as
well, that this is inportant to everyone.

|"ve lived here for 22 years. |'ve been
organi zing in ny comunity through activismsince |

was 17. | know the people who |live here, young and
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old, and I know that they will want you to ban this.
It is hurtful, it is cruel, and | don't see any
justification for it.

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 24 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, pl ease.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 24 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. ECHE: H . M nane is Lynn Eche. |
identify as either queer or bisexual.

| didn't actually figure out nmy sexuality unti
| was in nmy early 20s. But had | net the right
woman i n high school, ny |ife may have | ooked a | ot
differently.

| did know sonmebody who was put through
conversion therapy in high school. He had grown up
in a Christian conservative household, put in a
private school that was very agai nst bei ng who he
was. And he was always very quiet and didn't really
spend any tine tal king to anyone.

When he cane to high school in ny school, that
was a secular Ivy-affiliated school, he changed

conpletely once he was able to be hinself. He was
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able to accept hinself for who he was, and he becane
this vibrant, outgoing personality.

That was until his senior year when his parents
read through his text nessages and realized that he
was openly gay anongst his peer group in high
school .

They made himthrow out all of his gay cl othes.
They made himgo to counsel with a church nenber who
woul d hel p hi mwork through his feelings. And they
nearly kicked hi mout of the high school that he had
found a community in and his hone.

He was abl e, by working through the church
group and pretending just to have the ability to
stay in high school, to put his head down and live a
double life and survive for his |ast year of high
school until he could go to coll ege.

Now he's doing well. He doesn't have nuch of a
relationship with his famly, but he was able to get
through it. But |I wonder, for sonebody who went
t hrough sonething like that, had it happened before
their senior year when they had that I[ight at the
end of the tunnel of being able to go away for
college if he had -- would have survived if it been
when he was younger in mddle school or |ate high

school and he woul d have had to have suffered
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t hrough that double life for nore than one year.

Thi s happens to so nmany people all the tine,
and | don't want to see people deal with the pain of
having to go through that double life. It's not
worth it.

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 26 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am

Next, pl ease.

And before you speak, is there anyone that is
going to speak after -- | think the woman in the
gl asses in the back there -- are you -- you're going
to speak, too. Correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED WOVAN: | am

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. Is there anyone el se that
wants to speak? Please |line up behind her -- and --
okay.

Al right. Well, you're filmng, so we can't
count you, can we?

Ckay. Well, after -- after this young | ady
right here with the bun on her head.

So if anybody wants to speak, please |ine up.

Yes, sir.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
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10: 27 a.m of DVD.)

MR. O HARE: Good norning. Kevin O Hare.

4931 Copper Canyon Boul evard, Valrico, Florida.

Pardon nme. |I'ma little under the weather this
nor ni ng, however | did want to say sone renarks
after | heard sone pretty conpelling and strong
stories fromtoday's public comrent.

So l'"'mfeeling pretty old. | just recently
turned 20, but not too long ago | was in high school
in -- in our comunity, and | had a | ot of friends
who struggl ed deeply with who they were, and who
t hey were was gay.

And after -- you know, day after day we'd go to
school, and they were afraid about not being
accepted for who they were, and it was
heart-wenching as their friend to see them go
t hrough with that, you know, having to wear a double
mask goi ng through day after day with their famly
and friends.

| grewup in a famly where I was | oved and
accepted for who | was. And froma very young age,
that's really all that we can ask for is to be | oved
and accepted for who we really are, whatever that
is. Every child really deserves to have that

opportunity fromtheir parents and fromtheir famly
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menbers and their community and their schools, to

have that feeling of acceptance for who they really

are as a person.

And this resolution is really about telling all
of those kids, those who have come -- cone out for
who they are or who are still in the shadows
wrenching with when is the right tine to do it.

But they can be accepted and not be afraid of
t he consequences, to be afraid of what could
actual |y happen and know that they're | oved and
accepted for just who they are.

And the best way to live our lives is to have
our lives be as free as possible, and we can start
that today by letting a whole new group of people
know that they can be free in who they are by
passing this resol ution.

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 28 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp
10: 28 a.m of DVD.)

M5. ESTES: Thank you to the council for taking

public coment. M nane is Faith Estes, ZIP code
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33609. And |I'm speaking as a cisgender straight
wonan.

| believe conversion therapy is cruel and
dangerous. It is psychol ogical abuse and at tines
physi cal abuse. It scars people for life. And as
nmentioned earlier, it can create conpl ex PTSD,
depression and i ncrease suicide rates.

And to use conversion therapy on children who
are not yet of a |legal age to consent, whose
psychol ogi cal wel | being and sense of self is still
formative, constitutes child abuse. End of story.

So | have a question for the council and anyone
possibly in the room |If you were straight, when
did you decide to be straight? Because | know that
| never did.

And what if sonmeone told you that that wasn't
right? How would you handl e soneone using forcible
mani pul ati on, using judgnent, sham ng and forcing
you to change who you are?

Abuse |ike this cannot be allowed to happen
ever, but especially not to our children, not now,
not ever. Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 30 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you.
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(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:30 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10:36 a. m of
DVD. )

MR SUAREZ: Yes, ma'am You are our final
speaker unless there's anyone el se who wants to
speak after this tine, please |let ne know.

But, Ms. Conley, you are next. Thank you.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10:36 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CONLEY: Thank you, Chairman. And thank
you kindly, Council, for the opportunity to speak to
t he ban on conversion therapy in mnors. Special
t hanks - -

MR. SUAREZ: G ve your nane, though.

(I naudi bl e.)

M5. CONLEY: M nane is Kate Conley, and | live
at 2035 Phillippe Parkway, Safety Harbor. It was
com ng up

Speci al thanks to Council man Mani scal co and al |
ot hers here (inaudible) for equal human rights.

Al so, special thanks to our only council woman,
Ms. Yvonne Yolie Capin, for introducing a donestic

partner registry and all of you for passing it.
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My nane is Kate Conley, and |I'ma 26-year-old
| esbi an who nmay be bisexual. | own a |oca
mar keti ng conpany and do nost of my business in ny
favorite city: Tanpa.

| am a representative of the Tanpa Bay Sierra
Cl ub, the Sunshine Citizens, the Hillsborough County
LGBT caucus and other | ocal conmmunity service
or gani zati ons.

"' mnot only queer, but |I'malso Catholic,
whi ch, conbined with social nornms of ny youth, |
truly believed | could never cone out of the closet,
especially if | intended to pursue a career in
politics.

Thankful Iy, society, the church and ny own
famly evolved, and | grew to believe I could be
nysel f publicly.

| hope all LGBT youth conme to the sane
realization and also fight for all human rights, as
| try to do so nyself.

And |'mgoing to give you sone facts. | think
you' ve already heard a lot of them so sorry if
they're at all redundant.

But first off, LGBT people are nore likely to
be targets of hate crines than any other mnority

group. That was a headline from"The Guardi an" | ast
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year.

As of 2014, LGBT people are twice as likely to
be targeted as African-Anericans, and the rate of
hate crines agai nst them has surpassed that of
crimes agai nst Jews.

“"As the majority of society becones nore
tol erant as LGBT people, sone of those who are
opposed to them becone radical," said Mark
(i naudi ble), a senior fellow at the Sout hern Poverty
Law Center.

From Equal ity Florida | do believe you have
heard research shows that LGBT youth who have
reported higher levels of famly rejection during
adol escence were nore than eight tinmes nore likely
to have reported attenpting suicide, nore than five
times nore likely to report high |levels of
depression and nore than three tinmes nore likely to
use illegal drugs conpared with their peers.

It is a fraudul ent, dangerous crinme of
conversion therapy, and it inflicts i measurable
har m

M nors are especially vulnerable to the dangers
of conversion therapy, which has been tragically
proven to |l ead to depression, anxiety, drug use,

honel essness, sel f-harm and sui ci de.
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Mor eover, peopl e who have gone through
conversion therapy face 8.9 tines the rate of
sui cide ideation and face depression at 5.9 tines
the rate of their peers and are three tines nore
likely to use illegal drugs.

And that -- that hate doesn't just hurt them
It affects all of us, especially the LGAT.

Presi dent Gbama, and many ot her el ecteds |ike
you, officially cane out against conversion therapy
after the tragic death of Leelah Al corn, an Chio
transgender teen, who, as you heard, commtted
sui cide after going through a version of conversion
t her apy.

Lastly, all the progress we've worked so hard
for is to -- to be enjoyed by all nenbers of our
community. That can't happen if still legal and
enotional trauma is affecting LGBT people by
rejecting who they are.

And fromscripture, love is patient and love is
ki nd. Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10:39 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:39 a.m of

DVD. )
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(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 12:03 p.m of
DVD. )

MR SUAREZ: W have Itens 78, 79 and 80.
Because we had peopl e speak passionately about
Nunber 80, | would like to take that first, with
your perm ssion, so that we can continue this
t hrough and then get on to Itens 78 and 79.

So | apologize to the staff who's here for 78
and 79.

| tem Nunber 80, sir.

MR. MUELLER  Good afternoon, Council. Ernest
Mieller with the | egal departnment. |'mhere with
Jarrod Sinpson and Item 80 where the council has
asked the |l egal departnent to prepare and present a
draft ordi nance regardi ng conversion therapy to
m nors.

We're going to be handing out that draft
ordi nance to you at this tine.

Sim |l ar ordi nances have been passed in
communities in South Florida, and we're going to be
usi ng the ordi nance that was passed and enacted by
West Pal m Beach as our nodel to this ordinance.

| want to go through just a few of the

hi ghl i ghts once you-all have them
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MR, SUAREZ: You can begin while we're passing
t hese out.

MR. MUELLER  Ckay.

MR SUAREZ: W -- we catch up pretty qui ck.

MR. MUELLER Al right. Geat.

There are several "whereas" clauses that you're
going to find in the beginning. Those are going to
be your | egislative findings, and enforcenent is
going to start on Page 5.

We'l|l be placing this ordinance into
Chapter 14, which deals with offenses, and we're
going to be creating a new article, which is
Article X

The definitions in this ordi nance are
significant. At the bottomof Page 5 will be the
definition of what conversion therapy is, and at the
top of Page 6 is the definition of what a provider
is, who this will cover.

A violation of this ordinance will be enforced
t hrough the code enforcenent special nmagistrates.

And now an i nportant change that we're making
in our ordinance that's going to be different from
the West Palm and all the other ones that are in
South Florida, is that we are going to nmake this

violation an irreparable, irreversible violation.
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That neans once there's been a violation,
it's -- it's imediate. W're going to be citing
themimediately, and then it wll be taken to the

code enforcenent special magistrate as quickly as

possi bl e.
Each instant -- each incident of a violation
will be treated as a separate violation.

And finally, the last part of that will be we
have to anend Chapter 19 to authorize our
nei ghbor hood enhancenent departnment to be the
enforcenment arm of this ordi nance.

MR, SUAREZ: Any questions or comments right
now to M. Mieller on this particular itenf

M . Reddi ck.

MR, REDDI CK: When we discuss this, we talk
about the penalty as far as fines. And | was
scanni ng t hrough this.

Do you have this listed in --

MR, MUJELLER As | said, it's an irreparable,
irreversible violation. According to Florida
Statutes --

MR, REDDI CK: Correct.

MR. MUELLER  -- 162, an irreparable,
irreversible violation is a fine up to $15,000 for

each of fense.
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MR, REDDI CK: Ckay. And -- and the one --
(i naudi bl e) West Pal m Beach?

MR. MJELLER.  The nodel -- yeah. We've
nodel ed -- by and large, the definitions are the
same one used in West Palm

MR, REDDI CK: (I naudible.)

MR. MJELLER: Theirs was either 200 or 500.

Bear with ne just a second.

MR. REDDI CK: (I naudi bl e) who has discretion to
determ ne how nuch a person will be (inaudible)?

MR. MUJELLER: That woul d be the code
enforcenent special magistrate as it stands now.
However, if the city council would like to chine in
on that, we're still in a draft node.

MR, REDDICK: Al right. And -- and |, too,
woul d bel i eve that when you say up to $15, 000 --
nmean, a person has got the liberty to -- they can
take that judgnent of 14, 500.

| think we should have a Iimtation dollar fine
attached to this here.

You say West Palmis up to 500, 7007

MR MJELLER: Theirs is $250 for a first
viol ation and $500 for a repeat.

MR, REDDICK: Al right. And -- and | think we

shoul d have sonething simlar -- we should have
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sonething simlar to that |anguage instead of just

saying up to $15,000. | nean, that's -- that's ny
opi ni on.
You gi ve soneone discretion to -- to say based

on what? What's the theory that they determ ne that
it's going to be 15,000 or it's going to be 12, 000,
it's going to be 13-?

We shoul d have sone broad | anguage in there
simlar to what you was tal king about the nodel down
in West Pal mwhere the first offense or second
offense -- and simlar to what we have in other
ordi nances that we have put together when you say
first offense, second offense or third offense, this
amount, that anount.

But just to |leave up to soneone to naeke the
decision and say up to -- "You' ve got up to
$15,000," I -- 1 -- 1 don't want someone to have to
make that decision, personally. That's ne speaking.

| want us to maintain that nodel that we have
I n other ordinances where we put a limtation there
where first offense $100, first -- second of fense
$300. And we have done that.

And -- and -- and |'m not speaking to you.

MR, MUELLER  No. | know.

MR, REDDICK: But |I'mjust saying, fromny
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standpoint | feel nore confortable in doing -- doing

it that way versus just leaving it w de open:
“You' ve got up to 15,000." And that's ny -- ny
position on this.

And | can be supportive of this if we put that
type of language into this -- this ordinance.

MR. SUAREZ: Ms. Capin.

M5. CAPIN. Yes. Thank you for that. | tend
to agree with that.

| want to know -- the nunmber 15,000 -- if we
nodel ed it after West Pal mand they have a 250/ 500,
where did we conme up with 15-7?

MR. MJELLER: Well, what we did -- what we
t hought was i nportant here was nore of the
irreparable/irreversible part, not about the
penal ty.

Normal |y code violations are such that if
sonmeone viol ates the code, then they are given a
noti ce and an opportunity to cure. And then we --
they conme back and see if they're still violating.

MS. CAPIN. Yes, sir.

MR. MJELLER: And we didn't want to follow that
process. In order to avoid that process was the
irreparable/irreversible aspect.

What the statute of Chapter 162 says, which
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governs that, is saying that in an
irreparable/irreversible --

M5. CAPIN. Ckay.

MR MJELLER. -- a fine is up to 15, 000.

M5. CAPIN. Al right.

MR. MJELLER So -- but again, thisis all to

t he pl easure of how -- how the city council wants
to --

M5. CAPIN:. | (inaudible) first offense, but it
needs to be painful. It needs to hurt their

pocket book. So we need to cone up wth a nunber
nore than 200 and 500. | nean, they're -- sone of
t hese organi zations are worth mllions.

And so -- this, | know, was brought up by
M. -- Councilman Maniscalco. But as -- as a -- you
know, nyself, personal witness to this kind of
treatment for gay and | esbians, it is -- and | I|ike
the term \Wat is it, irreversible?

MR. MUJELLER: Irreparable/irreversible.

M5. CAPIN. | |like that termvery nuch.

Thank you.

MR SUAREZ: M. Mranda.

MR. M RANDA: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Muieller, you and | discussed sone of the

t hi ngs and sone of the happenings regarding this a
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coupl e of days ago and so forth.

And when you said this is nodeled after the
Pal m Beach - -

MR. MJELLER  West Pal m Beach.

MR. M RANDA: -- West Pal m Beach, have you
| ooked at other cities that have a nodel i ng?

MR. MJELLER: Yes. W' ve |ooked at -- we've
got Mam, Mam Beach.

MR. M RANDA: Wiat do they have regardi ng what
M. Reddi ck was speaki ng about ?

MR. MJELLER:  Penal ty-w se?

Bear with ne just a second.

MR. M RANDA: Just for the conversation.

MR. MJELLER: Sorry about that on the
m cr ophone.

Mam is $500. M am Beach is $200.

MR. M RANDA: Higher -- higher living area and
| ess noney.

MR. MUJELLER  And the other community we have
here is Wlton Manors and -- which | think is down
in the Fort Lauderdal e area.

MR. M RANDA: Just outside of Mam.

MR, MJELLER. And theirs is also $200.

MR. M RANDA: Anot her high-class area.

Let nme say this. And |I'msure you talked to
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attorneys in -- in all these cities.

And how many of these have actually gone before

a magi strate or whatever? | don't know. |I'm
aski ng.
MR. MUELLER | have had the opportunity to

talk to Mam and West Pal m Beach, and so far they
had not been -- had not brought a case at all yet.
But again, these are, you know, relatively new

or di nances.

MR. M RANDA: | under st and.

All right. That's all | needed to know right
Now.

MR. SUAREZ: M. Cohen.

MR. COHEN: Thank you.

Let ne start off by saying | -- | agree with ny
col | eagues about the certainty of whatever the fine
IS going to be.

As a matter of fact, | -- | would -- | would
consider it a weakness of this ordinance if we
passed it and it -- it allowed anywhere zero to
$15, 000 and we ended up in a situation where there

were very inconsistent rulings nmade agai nst peopl e.

| think that would -- that woul d probably weaken
the -- the ordinance.
| just wanted to -- soI'm-- I'mtotally in
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support of doing that at whatever nunber you-all
think is appropriate, and | tend to agree it should
be on the higher rather than the | ower side.

Thi s ordi nance only governs |icensed healthcare
providers. Correct?

MR. MJELLER:  Yes.

MR COHEN: So | think it's inportant to point
out that, first of all, clergy are not -- are not
covered by it if they're acting in their role as a
cl ergy person?

MR. MJELLER: Correct. As long as they're not
hol di ng t hensel ves out -- right.

MR. COHEN: But there's soneone else -- there's
anot her group of people that are not covered by it,
and that is just quacks that are out there who are
unl i censed, you know, people that hold thensel ves
out as doing this kind of work even though they have
no professional credentials at all.

So, you know - -

MR. M RANDA: Wiat are you |l ooking at us for?

MR COHEN: | only -- | only point that out
because, you know, the -- the people who we are
intending to hit with this may have a | oophol e t hat
they can crawl through, which is that they' re not

actually licensed providers.
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So we may want to think in the future of how we

could strengthen this by trying to corral that --

t hat popul ati on under this -- under the ordinance as
wel | .

So that -- but | -- | amgoing to vote in
support of it, but I just -- | -- |1 wanted to point
t hat out because ny guess is that the -- the -- the
i ndividuals that are providing this -- this -- |
don't want to call it a service. |'mnot even sure

what to call it. But they're probably likely not to
be licensed therapists and, like |I said, they're
licensed to -- you know, they're -- they're |iable
just to be people holding thensel ves out there just
li ke tarot card readers or sonething.

MR, SUAREZ: O |awyers.

MR COHEN: No. | -- 1 don't agree with that.
Lawyers are not in that. Lawers are regul ated by
the Florida Bar and so are --

MR. M RANDA: M. Cohen, | guess you can buy
I nsurance against it.

MR. SUAREZ: That's true. And I'lIl be glad to
sell it to him too.

M. Maniscalco, if you want to go next, and
then M. Viera.

MR. MANI SCALCO. Well, in regards to the fines
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in order to set a cap, perhaps $1,000 for the first
violation and then 5,000 for the second.

As sonet hing Council woman Capin has said, it
has to hurt. You know, if they don't learn their
| esson at 1,000, you know, 5,000 is -- is pretty
significant. | knowit's nore than the other
cities, but I think it sends a stronger nessage.
And that's -- that's it for now.

MR, SUAREZ: M. Viera.

MR VIERA: | just wanted to commend you guys.
You know, we tal ked about this a few days ago, and
this looks Iike a very good ordi nance. QObviously,
we' ve just gotten it, including on sonme of the
t hi ngs that we discussed. So thank you for that.

Sonething | think we discussed was the issue of
under -enforcenent when it cones to the mnor or the
victim

What -- what role, just out of curiosity, would
proving the case take whenever it cones to
i nvol venent of the mnor or the victim if we know
that at this tinme?

MR. MUELLER: You know, we've had sone tal ks on

that and -- as far as the evidentiary issues. And
we would -- since we are with the code enforcenent
special magistrate, we'll have a little bit of a
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rel axed evidentiary issue.

But al so, keep in m nd we do have, you know
especially now, the 1,000 and $5,000 penalty. W do
have to have at |east, you know, a good evidentiary
basis for a finding. But it would nore than likely
require either testinony, and we are | ooking into
the i dea of perhaps an affidavit, but -- of the
person that went through the therapy.

MR. VI ERA: Thank you.

MR. SUAREZ: (Ckay. Everyone has spoken.

Ms. Capi n.

M5. CAPIN:. (Inaudible) the person that went
t hrough the therapy, which would be the m nor --

MR. MJELLER:  Yes.

M5. CAPIN. -- as opposed to the parent that
gave perm ssion for that mnor to get that therapy?
MR. MUELLER  Yeah. That's going to be our
strongest case. |It's going to be -- you know, and
we' ve tal ked about that and we're -- we're trying to

deal with those evidentiary issues.

M5. CAPIN.  Ckay.

MR MJELLER: W know that we w || have some
evidentiary issues. Let's not kid ourselves here.

MR. SUAREZ: | -- | want to nake a comment

about the --
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Yes, sir. Co ahead.

MR MRANDA: No. | was going to say it's ny
second go-around. Just two things.

As you well know, when this first cane up,
said, "I'"'mnot going to vote anything until | see
sonet hi ng. "

And | see this. And | had further discussion
with yourself and listening to the council speak --
and I'mnot anti-insurance or anti-attorneys -- or
maybe. But --

MR, SUAREZ: W know you're anti-insurance.

MR. M RANDA: Well, I -- 1 carry nmy own
i nsurance policy.

And -- and what it is, is that |1've heard nany
figures regarding the fine, and 15,000 was never
mentioned as an alternative. It was nentioned 500
or 1,000 and 5,000 or sonething |ike that.

And if | mght just throwit out, 500, 1,000
and then junps to 15,000. That would be just ny
i dea. Maybe not proper, but |I'mjust asking the
council to consider that.

And after speaking with you and -- and checki ng
what the other cities have done and seei ng what
the -- the results have been, it's been, | guess, a

deterrent because | haven't seen anybody going to
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court yet to try it out, or magistrate. So | wll
support it whenever it cones up.

MR. MUELLER  Thank you.

MR, SUAREZ: M. Mieller, you know, because you
nmentioned that the type of enforcenent nechani sm
we're going to use is -- and |I've got to -- |'ve got
to get it right now Say it again. It is
irreparable and --

MR. MJELLER: Irreversible and irreparable.

MR. SUAREZ: Irreversible and irreparable.

In ny mnd, if you' re going to | ook at
penalties for this, it should be a -- a designation
up to a certain anount as opposed to a first offense
and second of fense, because once the first offense
happens there is no chance for a second offense
according to what you described that process to be
essentially, nmeaning that unlike -- you know, you
had nentioned that they would go to a hearing
mast er, nmaybe have sone cure to what their violation
was.

There is none of that in this. So ny
suggestion -- and | wanted to get your opinion
about -- couldn't you put alimtation as to the
total amount, neaning you get -- you get fined for

this? You -- the -- the person doing the -- the --

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-2 Filed 01/12/18 Page 52 of 61 PagelD 851

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 03/02/2017

Page 52

| guess the hearing naster or whoever else that has
to go through the evidentiary procedure to make sure
that they are -- they have viol ated our ordinance,

t hat they cannot go above a certain anount.

So let's say 5,000 is the nost that it could

be. Is that a better way of doing it since -- you
know, there's -- we're not curing sonething, so
we're not -- it's not a stage of violation. It's

one violation. You're caught. You're going to pay
sonething if we find the evidentiary findings to say

you have violated it.

MR MJELLER: | think first, if I'm
under st andi ng part of what your -- what your
understanding of irreparable/irreversible is, | kind

of think I want to clarify that.

MR, SUAREZ: | know. Because I'mlistening to
you. | want to nmake sure |'ve got it right.

MR. MUELLER It could be repeated. Another --
let's -- let's take it down to a different exanple
of what an irreparable/irreversible violation is.

Watering your lawn. |If you watered it on the
wrong day, that's considered an irreparable,
irreversible violation. And you could do it several
times. Likew se here.

So -- and -- and | thought | understood you to
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think that there's a one and only one tine because
it's irreparable and irreversible.

MR, SUAREZ: No. M point is, is that | think
you send the wong signal when you have a tiered
system of violation as opposed to an "up to"
what ever that violation is.

You nmay have soneone that, unfortunately, has
gotten wong information, even though they're a
prof essi onal, that has done this gay -- this
conversion therapy treatnent and then realizes, "Oh,
my God. | can't believe | did this."

| can't inmagi ne sonebody doing it, but there
may be soneone out there that will do that. They
pay the fine. That's it. They're not -- they're
not going to do it again, let's say.

But there nay be soneone out there that, you
know, says, "You know what. |[|'ll do it again.
$100, $200, $500, even $5, 000."

They' |l -- they may think that they can keep
com ng back because they have nore evidence on their
side to protect thensel ves.

| would rather see, "Listen, here's the limt
you're going to be at." It's up to the evidentiary
finding, because I think it will strengthen our

enforcenent in the |long run because now t hey have a
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right to cone forward, but at the sane tine they
have to prove they haven't violated this -- this
or di nance.

And to ne, | think that's the strength of it
because | don't think that anybody out there that's
hol di ng t hensel ves out to doing this type of
conversion therapy wll have any strength of
argunent. So let's try and make it as strong as
possi bl e.

| would like to see it up to $5,000. Let
the -- the hearing nmaster nmake that decision as the
evi dence presents itself.

MR. MJELLER: And you said 5,000 for each and
every viol ation?

MR. SUAREZ: Correct. So that -- and that
way that they -- you know, if we are not going to --
| don't think that we're going to cone into any Kkind
of conflict wwth any of the state | aws concerning
this if we give that opportunity to themto nmake the
evidentiary finding of fact as to whether or not
they didit.

That's the way | look at it. Because | think
that if we do first offense $500, second offense
$1,500, sonething like that, | think that it |ends

itself to, you know, "I'Il keep trying to, you know,
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skirt alittle bit until | get to where it's at."

But if every single tine it's up to the
evi dence that's provided, | think that they're going
to find it's going to be nuch nore difficult for
themto keep -- to prove it.

| will go with M. Reddick first and then
Ms. Capi n.

MR. REDDICK: Well -- well, I -- 1 hate to
di sagree with that assunption that you just have
outlined, and here's the reason why.

M. Mieller has stated to us our ordi nance
that -- that he reviewed. None of themhad "up to."
They had one phase, second phase, and from M am and
M am - Dade, Pal m Beach. None of them had "up to" a
certain dollar anmount.

And | think, you know -- because | believe if
sonmeone had done this nore than twice or three
times, they deserve to be in jail somewhere, and --
and we should be enforcing this matter going to
court or putting themin jail. They need to be

| ocked up sonewhere.

But | agree that the -- that the fine needs to
be substantial and -- and -- and -- and -- and --
and -- and | think we're stepping out of our

boundari es when we start | ooking at all our previous
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ordi nances that we have on the book. W have these
phases.

And -- and -- and | just think -- and | think
M. Cohen stated it properly when he said
mai ntaining that -- that standard. And -- and --
and | just, you know, just think that we'd be better
off if we're able to put this Phase 1 or 2 or 3.
And if they're --

And -- and the last thing | would say is this.
Wth this going on in Mam -Dade and Pal m Beach --
and -- and -- and we don't have no history because
t here have not been any case -- case brought to
court. So we don't have no history of how the
outcone and all these things happen, and we're
facing it in Tanpa. And -- and | think we are
better off if we -- we stay in that phase state of
1, 2, 3, or whatever it is.

And | agree with M. Maniscalco. | don't -- |
don't agree that you start at 1,000 and then junp
all the way to 15,000 or 5, 000.

But I think we can -- we can -- we can work out
t he dol |l ar anmount and -- and nake it substantial for
anyone who commts this -- | call it a crine here --
and be punished for it. But I -- | -- | can support

"up to," but | can't support the three phases.
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MR SUAREZ: If | could. You know, and let ne
just explain why | asked for that.

To the formthat it was presented to us in
terns of a -- what he was presenting, there's
not hing wong with what that formis, and there's
nothing wong with putting it "up to."

Agai n, they have to provide evidence to show
that they didn't do this. And if you want to do it
the other way, that's fine too.

| think that you're going to find that people
that want to do this are going to be able to do it
if we put alimt as opposed to having to put
evi dence before us to say that, "This is why |'m

able to do it."

Now, that's just nmy statenent on that. | think
that that would nmake it stronger. It is up to the
council in terns of what they think it nakes
stronger.

I"'mfine either way. The fines can be stronger
and then higher. But in terns of what | think I'm
going to see in the future -- if any of these cases
cone forward, that's what | think is going to
happen.

And no disrespect to you, M. Reddick. But I

do think that because he represented it that way,

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-2 Filed 01/12/18 Page 58 of 61 PagelD 857

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 03/02/2017

Page 58

it'"'s alittle bit different than any of the other

a situation. W're trying to punish for a

situation.
That's all | have to say. |'m done.
Ms. -- Ms. Capin.

M5. CAPIN. However we do it for watering the

that's al ready bei ng done.

Now, the --

MR, MUELLER  But that's not up to 15, 000.

M5. CAPIN. Huh? No. Not 15-.

MR. MUELLER (I naudi bl e.)

M5. CAPIN. But the thing is, i1s the argunent
is that --

MR. MUJELLER:  Yeah.

M5. CAPIN. -- there is -- okay.

You -- you violate a fourth tinme, it's 5, 000.
Whatever tinme, you' re going to be paying 5,000 or
15- every single tinme you cone. The first and

second and third. That's it. Correct? So that

ordi nances we have because we're not trying to cure

lawn. If you water the |lawn on the wong day, you

get punished, period. ay. So that's already --

So going to the tier systemand saying that it

is 500, 1,000, 15,000, 5,000 -- and it stays there.

that fine will stay at the higher -- at the highest
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| evel after -- if there's a fourth violation?

MR. MJELLER. Correct. | was thinking --
just -- the first suggestion that cane was the 1, 000
and 5, 000.

MS. CAPIN: Correct.

MR. MUELLER: | had witten it down here that
it would be 1,000 for a first violation and 5, 000
for a second and subsequent viol ations.

M. CAPIN.  Ckay.

MR. MJELLER But that was just, again, a
suggestion. It's nothing you guys --

M5. CAPIN. That seens to be pretty painful

(I naudi bl e.)

M5. CAPIN. Yeah. That's a |ot of noney.

MR, SUAREZ: Al right. Any other council

nmenbers have to speak at this tine?

Ckay. | need a notion to have this cone back
as an -- as an ordi nance.
M. Maniscalco -- | was going to say,

M. Maniscalco, if you want to go ahead and nake
t hat notion --

MR. MANI SCALCO  Yes, sir.

MR. SUAREZ: -- to have the | egal departnent
come back wth an ordinance including sone of the

| anguage that we've been tal ki ng about here.
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MR. MANI SCALCO  Oh, okay.

MR, SUAREZ: Al right?

| think that M. -- M. Mieller had already
nmenti oned one exanple of the violation anobunts that
we would have. So if you want to include that in
there, you being the maker of the notion, it's up to
you, Ssir.

MR. MANI SCALCO Then I'd like to nake a notion
that this be brought back for first reading at our
next regul arly-schedul ed neeting, which is
March 16th, and the fine tier systembe 1,000 for
first violation and 5,000 for second and --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Any subsequent.

MR. MANI SCALCO. -- subsequent. Exactly.

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. W have a notion from
M. Maniscal co. W have a second from M. Cohen

Al in favor of that notion, please indicate by
sayi ng "aye."

(MULTI PLE VO CES: Aye.)

MR. SUAREZ: Any opposed?

MR. MUELLER  Thank you, Council.

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you. Al right.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 12:28 p.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)
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PROCEEDI NGS

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:34 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. Next up on our agenda is
public coment. Public comment is reserved for
those itens that are on the agenda except -- except
for Itens 43 through 47. Those are set for a public
hearing |ater on this norning.

So even those that -- concerning the gay
conversi on therapy and sonme other issues, nowis the
time to speak on those issues. All other issues are
up on the agenda except for Item Nunbers 43 through
47.

Pl ease conme forward. You have three m nutes.

MR, COHEN:. Good nmorning. |If you will just
line up on either side. Woever is first can go
ahead and cone to the podi um

Go ahead, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:35 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. HOWNELL: Thank you for having ne.

I"'mGary Howell. [|I'"ma clinical psychol ogi st
here in Tanpa. M address is 1506 North 15th Street
i n Tanpa.

I"'m-- I"ma clinical psychologist and | work

primarily with LGBT patients, and | have an
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expertise in this area as well as with nulticul tural
and diversity conpetency.

| have presented on topics related to LGBT
treatnment, transgender-affirm ng healthcare, as well
as working with trans people in the prison and
correctional settings, at both |ocal, national and
i nternational conferences.

|"d first like to address sone of the materi al
referenced in the Agenda |Item Nunber 50.

(I'naudi bl ) sources are a m xture of junk science

I ssued by anti-gay groups that are supporting
reparative therapy efforts. And peer-reviewed and
| egiti mte science was quoted out of context or
parsed together in a way that supports such false
clainms, a common strategy that's often used by
anti-gay groups to reinforce their clains about LGB
peopl e.

In fact, we have many years of research that's
avail abl e by credible scientific organizations who
have many peer-reviewed articles reviewng this
al l eged scientific research. This hate, bigotry and
fear-nongering is at its finest in this exanple.

Studies cited regardi ng sane-sex parenting were
al so proved to be nethodol ogically flawed, yet

presented factual.
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| have worked with and treated several hundred

LGBT patients thus far in ny career, and | have seen

t he devastating effects of sexual orientation change

efforts, also known as reparative therapy, also
known as conversi on therapy.

Every patient who has shared their experience
with nme has al so experienced at sone point, either
during or after that treatnment, an increase of
suicidal ideation or attenpt. And this is
docunented tine and tine again through research,

t hrough peer-view journals, et cetera.

| do not use the word "honobsexual " as many do
to describe the LGB comunity because it is a term
that is a nedical termused to describe LGB
individuals in a way to pathol ogi ze, denorali ze,
mar gi nal i ze, discrimnate and even terrorize LGB
patients and i ndi vi dual s.

It was renoved fromthe DSMin 1973. Thus, we
shoul d not be using it today.

The APA al so advi ses parents and young peopl e
and their famlies to avoid engagi ng i n sexual
orientation change efforts because we know t hat
t hose efforts do not work.

O her states like Illinois, New Jersey,

California, Oregon, Vernont and the District of
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Col unbi a have passed |aws to prevent |icensed nental

heal th practitioners from engaging in conversion

t her apy.
And | urge you today -- we live in a beautiful
city, a diverse city -- let's be on the right side

of history. Please vote to ban conversion therapy
and its dangerous inplications. A vote not to do so
means nore suicides are |ikely anong LGBT yout h,
where already 40 to 50 percent in many states are
hi gher -- at higher risk of conmtting suicide and
actual ly conpleting their suicide.

Thank you for your tine.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:38 a.m of DVD.)

(Excerpt concludes at tinmestanp 9:38 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:43 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Next, please.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp 9:43 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. KEMPLE: M nane is Terry Kenpl e.
2312 Cherry Ridge Lane, Brandon, Florida.

M. Chairman, first, I'd like to thank you for

responding to ny enmail at the neeting | ast nonth.
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MR. SUAREZ: You're wel cone.

MR, KEMPLE: | want to say that the | aw that
you' re consi dering banning, conversion therapy,
presupposes that honosexuality is an innate,
unchangeabl e characteristic. There's no scientific
evi dence to support that position.

The Anerican Psychol ogi cal Association, in
their statement on the causes of honobsexuality, says
there is no consensus anong scientists about the
exact reasons that an individual devel ops a
het er osexual , bi sexual, gay or |esbian orientation.

Al t hough much research has exam ned the
possi bl e genetic, hornonal, devel opnental, soci al
and cul tural influences on sexual orientation, no
findi ngs have energed that permt scientists to
concl ude that sexual orientation is determ ned by
any particular factor or factors.

Many think that nature and nurture both play
conpl ex roles. Most people experience little or no
sense of choice about their sexual orientation.

| want to remind you that at the neeting | ast
nmonth two gentl enen, who are anong the thousands
t hat have changed sexual orientation, have left the
honosexual lifestyle. One of them-- David -- lets

you know that he was celebrating his third
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wedding -- his third anniversary of marriage to his
wife.

| just want to say that if you pass this |aw,
you're going to be robbing young people who are
experienci ng unwant ed sane-sex attractions fromthe
right to have professional counseling to help them
achi eve the objective that they desire, which is to
escape from unwanted sexual attractions.

So where the stated purpose is to protect young
people fromthe evil conversion therapists, the
reality is that what you're going to be doing is
r obbi ng young peopl e who choose to seek help to
change their sexual orientation fromtheir
opportunity to have that experience.

Thank you very nmuch for your tine.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:45 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, please, on -- on this side. Sir.

(Speaker begins speaking at tinestanp 9:45 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. PUSKARI CH: Council, good norning. M/ namne
is Mark Puskarich, 4201 Bayshore Boul evard, with
Equality Florida, and | have a statenent | woul d

like to read for you-all.
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On behal f of Equality Florida, the state's
| ar gest organi zati on dedi cated to endi ng
di scrim nation agai nst the | esbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender community, thank you for bringing
forward an ordi nance to ban conversion therapy in
the City of Tanpa.

Conversion therapy is fraudul ent, dangerous and

inflicts i ”Mmeasurable harmon its victins, and we

I nportant issue.

So-cal l ed reparative therapy is a debunked
practice that purports to change a person's sexual
orientation or gender identity. Al so known as
ex-gay therapy and sexual orientation change
efforts, such practices have been decried and
debunked by every mai nstream nedi cal and nent al
heal t h organi zati on, including the Anerican
Psychol ogi cal Association, the American Psychiatric
Associ ation and the American Acadeny of Pediatrics.

Not only is it ineffective in actually changi ng

puts LGBTQ youth and their famlies at risk.
And yet, partially because deep-seated
honmophobi a and transphobia still exist in our

society, the practice of conversion therapy

appl aud you and your col |l eagues for bringing up this

a person's sexual orientation or gender identity; it
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continues w thout any |egal consequence.

Conversion therapy can be extrenely dangerous
and in sone cases fatal. Mnors are especially
vul nerabl e to the dangers of conversion therapy,
whi ch has been tragically proven to lead to
depressi on, anxiety, drug use, honel essness,
sel f-harm and sui ci de.

Research shows that | esbhian, gay and bi sexua
young adults reported higher levels of famly
rejection during adol escence were nore than eight
tinmes nore likely than their peers to report having
attenpted suicide, nore than five tinmes nore likely
to have high I evels of depression and nore than
three times nore likely to use illegal drugs.

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the two nost inportant factors
contributing to the well being of an LGBTQ young
person are fam |y acceptance and a supportive school
envi ronment .

Wiile we can't always ensure that LGBT(s are
accepted and affirmed by their famlies, we can and
we nmust protect them from being subjected to
di shonest and danger ous abuse di sgui sed as nedi cal
treatnment. LGBTQ youth deserve to grow up know ng

they are celebrated and val ued for exactly who they
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are.
Thank you, Conm ssioner Maniscal co, for

bringing -- for seeking to protect LGBTQ young

people fromharm Please |et us know as an

organi zation -- Equality Florida -- if we can help

in providing you research, tal king points or |egal

anal ysi s.

We | ook forward to working with you to ban the

practice of conversion therapy in the Gty of Tanpa.

Thank you, Council.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:48 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 9:48 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:51 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: This side, please. Next.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp 9:51 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. SANTELLA: Good norning, Gty Counci
Menbers. My nane is Carlos Santella. | live at
6204 Paddock G en Drive.

The reason I'mhere is to support Agenda Item

Nunmber 50, the ban on conversion therapy for m nor
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chil dren.
| ama single -- | ama -- I'"'ma married father
of five -- five children. | could not see nyself

subjecting ny children to this type of therapy.
| ' ve done some research and it could be cruel.

The therapy that's used -- it's either the
Bible or the belt for some of these |ocations.
Therefore, that's why | support the ban on
conversion therapy. Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:52 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 9:52 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 9:55 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Next, please.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp 9:55 a. m
of DVD.)

MR. PATTERSON. Good norning. |'m Russ
Patterson. 8701 El ndal e Pl ace.

| " m speaki ng on behalf -- or actually reading a
statenment fromny mnister, Reverend Patricia Onen,
who, like ne, is an Air Force veteran and al so was

rai sed Sout hern Bapti st.
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"A short introduction. | wear several hats.
Today | cone to you as an ordained mnister in the
Unitarian Universalist tradition. M naster's of
divinity was granted in 2014 from Meadville Lonbard
Theol ogi cal School .

"I come to you as a veteran, having retired
fromthe Air Force after 22 1/2 years of service to
our country. | conme to you as a | esbian who knows
beyond a shadow of a doubt that God don't nmake no
j unk.

"I want to first thank the council for having
t he courage to speak out agai nst conversion therapy.
Speaki ng out agai nst fear and hatred agai nst the
perpetuation of (inaudible) is an inportant an
much- needed st and.

"I want to share an unrelated fact fromthe
hi story of nental health treatnment here in the
United States. At one tinme an appropriate treatnent
for autismwas the use of stun guns on children to
correct their erratic body novenents.

“If that makes any of you cringe, then the

bar bari c nmet hods behi nd conversion therapy shoul d

make you cringe as well. Beatings, humliation,
sexual tornment: all praiseworthy, all inhumane.
"Fact: all of -- all of the nation's |eading
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prof essi onal, nedical and nental health associations
have rejected conversion therapy as unnecessary,
i neffective and danger ous.

"Looki ng back over the history of this country,
you may well have at another tinme voted to stand up
for the right for wonen to vote. You may wel |
stood up to vote against slavery, the buying and
selling of people in a tinme when they were viewed as
| ess than human.

"You may wel | have voted to stand agai nst a
nunber of nyths, dangerous nyths | argely perpetuated
by the unfortunate mani pul ati on of the Hebrew
scriptures and the New Test anent.

"I am amazed and saddened at how fri ghtened we
are of one another. | amdismayed that a city
council in 2017 nmust listen to a hollow, m sinforned
def ense of conversion therapy, which boils down to
paranoia. | am puzzled by the anount of tine that
t hose identifying as heterosexuals spend thinking
about honosexuality.

“I'n taking a stand agai nst conversion therapy,
you are fulfilling your prom se and responsibility
to protect all the people of Tanmpa. You do not take
an oath to protect sone. You do not take an oath to

per pet uat e hatred.
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"You have taken an oath and you have prom sed
to protect everyone. Thank you for your tinme and
service. The Reverend Patricia Onen, United States
Ar Force, retired."

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
9:58 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 9:58 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 10:01 a.m of
DVD. )

MR. SUAREZ: Next, please.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 01 a.m of DVD.)

M5. JAMES. Good norning. |'m Cathy Janes.
11803 Ross Main Drive Riverview Florida.

Al though I live out in the county, | do work,
play and worship here in the Cty of Tanpa. And |
want to thank you so nmuch for Item Nunber 50, Cuido
Mani scal co. Thank you so nuch for bringing this
f orward

And t hank you, Yolie Capin, for your |eadership

in the past in regard to a donestic partnership
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registry. | still have ny -- ny registry card that
| carry with nme at all tinmes right next to ny
marriage certificate.

M5. CAPIN. Excellent.

M5. JAMES: | wanted to thank you for your
| eadership. | also wanted to set the record
straight alittle bit.

M. Kenple referenced two peopl e that cane
forward two weeks ago to speak against putting this
ban in. That is incorrect. No one cane forward two
weeks ago to object to placing this ban, and | just
wanted to nmake sure that that was on the record,.

In addition, | want to make sure that everyone
understands that he nmakes his living on the backs of
not only ny famly --

MR, SUAREZ: |[If | can interrupt for just a
second. Just tal k about what you want us to do.
We're not going to make this about one individual or
any other group of people. Just tell us what you
want so we can go forward.

| f you want to have a discussion with himlater
on, or anyone el se about it --

M5. JAMES:. Just wanted to set the record
straight.

MR. SUAREZ: Yeah. That's fine. W
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understand. W actually listen to both sides, so we
under stand - -

MS. JAMES: Right.

MR. SUAREZ: -- where you're going.

M5. JAMES. Right.

MR SUAREZ: Go ahead.

M5. JAMES:. So thank you for your | eadership.
And | appreciate every effort that you have put
forth to pronote equality and to protect m nors.
And let's let the children get through to the age of
18 and then let them decide how they want to nove
forward

Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 03 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, ma' am

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:03 a. m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10:06 a. m of
DVD. )

MR, SUAREZ: Next, please, on this side.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 06 a.m of DVD.)

M5. WYNNE- PHI LLIPS: Good norning. My nane is
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Ann Wnne-Phillips. | live at 1878 New Hanpshire
Avenue Northeast in St. Petersburg.

| am an ordained mnister with the United
Church of Christ, currently serving here locally as
a chaplain. |1 amalso an individual that was
i nvol ved in conversion/reparative therapy when | was
a part of it.

| was involved from1995 to 2001. It was
call ed the ex-gay novenent. | was involved both as
a participant as well as a staff nenber on one of
the pair mnistries. So |'ve seen it from both
sides. 1've experienced it from both sides.

|"'m here in support of your ban, and |I'm
telling you that it matters what you're doing here.
It would have mattered to ne.

Wien | entered, as you probably could guess, in
1995, | was in ny early 40s, already established in
my career. | had a support of famly, support of
co-workers, but yet sonething didn't feel right in
my -- inny -- inside nyself -- ny lack of faith, ny
| ack of relationship with God.

And | met sone people in the workpl ace that
were out of a fundamentalist church, and they seened
to think that they had the answers for ne, and |

t hought perhaps they did.
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And | was told that ny sense of self, ny being
an out | esbian woman was not reconcilable with ny
faith, ny newfound faith.

And so | entered an ex-gay mnistry, a
reparative conversion mnistry called Sought Qut in
Virginia Beach, Virginia, for nine nonths.

And during that tinme | gave up everything that
| was told was part of the old life: books,
relationships, my car. | was told what to believe,
what God was sayi ng, who God was, what to read, what

mnisters to listen to, what radi o stations, what

clothes to wear. | changed ny | ook. | changed ny
car eer.
And | was very good at that. | was a good

student, and | was a true believer. And | believe
God changed because | wanted to believe that because
| didn't want to | ose God, and | was told | woul d.
And so | becane involved as a staff nenber on a
mnistry called Love in Action in Menphis,

Tennessee.

And so |'ve seen it on both sides and |I've seen
what it does to famlies, pitting children against
their parents; telling the parents, "It's not your
fault. You didn't cause it"; telling the kids,

"What your parents did to you that caused this."
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And all the people that | worked with at that
time -- they've all left that.

It would have nmattered to ne at 40 years old to
know t hat sone people, that maybe don't have a dog
inthis fight, planted their flag with ne and sai d,
“"This is wong." And | think it will matter to
young peopl e today.

Thank YOU for what you're doing.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 10 a.m of DvVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:10 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10: 13 a. m of
DVD. )

MR, SUAREZ: Next, please, on this side.

Yes, ma' am

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 13 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CONLEY: Good norning, Council. Thank you
for hearing everybody today.

My nane is Kate Conley. | reside at
2035 Phillippe Parkway. And I'mreading a letter on

behal f of Jessica Deeb, |icensed clinical social
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worker. It's rather lengthy, but I'mjust going to
keep going. Sorry if time cuts ne off, but 'l
submt it to everybody.

"To Tanpa Gty Council. | ama licensed
clinical social worker who runs her own private
practice and has been working in the field of nental
heal th counseling for over 12 years. | have worked
with clients of all ages in the LGBTQ conmunity.

“I't is nmy professional opinion that conversion
t herapy, also known as reparative therapy, is
dianmetrical to the objective of therapy itself and
is harnful, especially to mnors. As such, it is
necessary that you ban this unscientific practice.

“I't is not ny intent tolimt the free will of
churches. | amtrying to denonstrate that the very
specific and very skillful nature of the therapy is
uni que and needs appropriate oversight.

"Therapy has four pillars and, thus, is |like no
other. It enmpowers the client, facilitates
exploration, identifies a personal value system and
denonstrates a benefit.

“If all four of these conponents are not
present, a client is not engaged in real therapy.
Therefore, conversion therapy is not real therapy.

"Pl ease uphold the protection of mnors, the
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standards of the nental health profession and the
separation of church and state, especially where it
has been docunented that harmis evident.

"Therapy enpowers clients. Conversion therapy
has the singul ar goal of changi ng soneone's sexual
or gender orientation, singling the person of
interest as wong and sick, while usurping the word
"therapy' for their solution.

"Therapi sts such as nyself do not use the word
‘patient' because we do not see our clients as sick.
It is a sign of their health and strength that they
chose to reflect on their life and seek clarity
about their choices.

"It underm nes the inherent goal of therapy,
mainly for a client to hone and trust their
knowl edge of self, to inply that because they are
wor ki ng through specific issues that they should
t ake on an overshadow ng identity as sick or unwell
or wrong.

“"Nor are we in a position to fix them That
woul d i ndicate that the therapist is a change agent
instead of the literal process of therapy itself for
whi ch the client engages thenselves in the process
of exploration and identifying a personal val ue

syst em
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“"We do not set the goals for our clients, nor
is it appropriate for our famly nmenbers to
determne a client's goals. Qur client is the only
one who tells us what the definition of a good life
is to them and not the other way around.

“I't is not uncommon for that definition to
change or have been formul ated, therefore
under scoring the inportance of exploration.

"Therapy facilitates this exploration.
Conversion therapy is relentless in its truth and,
therefore, the opposite of safe or conpassi on space
to explore alternate views.

“"We hel p clients understand the paradoxes
Wi thin the human psyche and the interplay of their
internal and external world. Qur job is to show
clients howto think through difficult enotions and
create effective decision-nmaking for thensel ves.

“"We do this by nodeling a space to question and
feel everything while patiently wal king them through
the inquiry process.

"Finally, it is not our job to nmake nora
judgnments. That is unprofessional.”

Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp

10:16 a.m of DVD.)
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MR, SUAREZ: Thank you. And you got through
that wi thout even having the red |ight cone on.

(I naudi bl e.)

MR, SUAREZ: All right. Next, please, on this
si de.

Yes, ma'am CGo ahead.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10:16 a.m of DVD.)

M5. LAZARUS: Dana Lazarus, 5012 Sun Ri dge
Pal ns i n Tanpa.

So nmuch to say.

| live in Tanpa because |'ma fifth-generation

native of Tanpa. M famly helped build this city.

O herwise, | don't know that | woul d because we
don't have -- there's certain things mllennials
| ook for in cities, things |like how conpassi onate
the city is.

And there's actually two things on the agenda
today that would help nake the city nore
conpassi onate and nore attractive to progressive
peopl e, people -- young people, really, is another
word for that.

And that is, we need to protect the honel ess;
we need to protect people who are working to help

t he honel ess; and we need to protect LGBT peopl e,
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LGBT yout h.

So | support Housing First. Actually, | did
sone research on Housing First, and it really does
save the city noney in the |ong run.

And al so, I'mhere to support the ban on
conversion therapy. And | started reading a letter
| ast time from sonmeone who has been through
conversion therapy. And | didn't get to finish it,
so I'mjust going to finish it today.

So his nane is Marcel. His parents found him
wth an enpty pill bottle. Rushed himto the ER

He deci ded he couldn't change who he was. He

says, "l told ny parents that if | wanted -- if they

wanted ne in their lives at all, they had to stop
pushi ng the ex-gay agenda and accept ne for who |
was. | would die if | continued down this path.”

(I naudi bl e.)

M5. LAZARUS: "The pain inflicted, although
wi th good intentions through Exodus I nternational,
al nost caused ny death. At a young age when peopl e
are so enotionally vul nerable, reparative therapy
causes imense harm | would not wish that pain on
ny worst eneny.

"After ny attenpted suicide | began to |earn

to love nyself for who | was. | did not need to
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change nyself. | did not need to be alone for ny
entire life.

"Today | have happi ness and the | ove of anot her
man, two things | was taught that | could never
tell -- that would never happen for ne.

"Today | do all that | can to tell anyone |
neet that nmy belief there is sonething inherently
wong wth themfor being gay, that they can have
happi ness and | ove if they accept who they are.

“"No one needs to change this part of
t hensel ves. No one needs to be alone and -- be
alone their entire life.

"Forcing reparative therapy upon a vul nerable
young person has to end, or we will continue to |ose
our gay children to suicide. Marcel."

So t hank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 19 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am Appreciate it.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp
10:19 a.m of DVD.)

MR. ANDERSON:. My -- ny nane is M chael
Anderson. | -- | amthe community engagenent

director over at Allendal e United Methodi st Church
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in St. Pete. | -- | amalso a -- a co-founder of

t he novenent Qut and Loud Florida, which -- which is

a -- a LGBTQAlI solidarity novenment within basically
Tanpa.

Basically, | -- | amhere to -- to show support
for this ban. | -- | have just noved here and

started nmy job in basically August of 2016 when --
when | had started getting involved with Qut and
Loud.

It was -- it -- it was a -- a response to a
hate group that has been happening in Ybor for
years, where -- where basically these individuals
woul d conme out every single Friday night, spew hate
on pretty nmuch anyone who wal ks in Ybor, calling --
saying they're going to go to hell, saying, you

know, "You should die already,"” type of thing like

t hat .

That -- that is not the basically type of city
that -- that I want to live in. And basically, |
w Il make sure that that does not happen. Thank
you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 21 a.m of DVD.)
MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

(Excerpt concludes at tinmestanp 10:21 a.m of
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DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 10:22 a.m of
DVD. )

MR. SUAREZ: Sir, | apologize. You are up.

MR. ROLLINS: M nane is Pastor J. Ricc
Rollins, Il. | amthe |ead servant at the Edge
Community Church at 2705 East Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Boul evard.

Today we conme back to tal k about conversion
t herapy and t he ban.

Agai n, Quido, we thank you and to each of you
for listening. You' ve heard a lot of facts. You' ve
heard a | ot of testinonies.

Ral ph Ellison says that, "Wen | discover who |
am 1'Il be free.”

Otentinmes we're not given that opportunity to
di scover because there's always soneone telling us
who we should be and what we can and cannot do.

| sit and I look at the diversity before ne.
| magi ne i f people had told you what you could or
could not do, Yolie. |If they said that you could
never ever be a city council person because of
gender or, Frank, because of race or anyone because

of ethnic background.
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Wien we start telling people what they can't
do, we take away the very freedons that we say we
found this country on.

Today | would say to you that every young
person has a right to wal k unto thensel ves.

Dr. Seuss says, "There will never be a truer
you, oOr you or you, than you."

Today | would ask you that as you consider this
ban that you would renmenber what it was |ike when
people told you that you couldn't or you shoul dn't
or that you wouldn't.

| shared with you the comments of ny nother
when | told her that | was sane-gender |oving, and
she asked if | needed help. And | did. | needed
help to walk in ny truth.

The Bi bl e says, "And ye shall know the truth
and it shall set you free."

Again, the freedons of this country are based
on us bei ng honest about ourselves. W cannot |ive
lies or live the lives of other people and expect to
live a whole life, a fulfilled life.

Today | would appeal to you to allow young
peopl e and ol der people -- we heard testinonies of
soneone at 40 that said that she'd been on both

si des of this.
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Today | would say to you, inmagine if no one had
al | owed her the freedomto choose. She wouldn't be
who she is today. You wouldn't be who you are. |
woul dn't be who | am

At the end of the day, the Good Book, or as ny
friend Steve Marshall says, "the book that | really
like to read,"” says this: "And you shall know the
truth and it shall set you free."

Let's walk in that freedom together. Thank
you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 25 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, sir.

Next, please, over on this side. Yes.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 25 a.m of DVD.)

M5. SYKES: Hi. Jame Sykes. 1709 West
Ri chardson Pl ace 33606.

|'mhere to tal k about two different issues
today, the first being the conversion therapy ban.

So |l ama -- an out gay person. And | spoke
| ast tinme about what it was |ike growi ng up w thout
conversion therapy and howit was still really,
really hard to cone to terns with nyself. And | --

| can -- likened this conversion therapy technique
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to suicide, both psychol ogi cal and physi cal.

And when | said that, | didn't have enough tine
to explain what | neant by that, so I'mgoing to do
that really quickly.

Even if soneone physically survives this
program they are not who they are supposed to be
anynore. They have been mainmed. Their -- their
spirit, who they are supposed to be for this world,
has been utterly tornented, and they are not who
t hey are supposed to be.

And | firmy believe that that is a type of
murder that we are allowed -- allowng to happen to
our -- our children if we allow conversion therapy
to conti nue.

And al so, just to address -- address a previous
comrent saying that we woul d be robbing youth of
their opportunity to be abused. | think that that
is a nore productive type of thievery than stealing
the food out of the nouths of housel ess people, and
that segues ne into the second issue that |I'm here
t o address.

|"mhere in solidarity with Food Not Bonbs in
our housel ess community. There are a |ot of people
who are in need in Tanpa, as well as in other parts

of the county, other parts of the country. And we,
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as a society, have been conpletely inadequate in
addr essi ng t hose needs.

However, what has already been brought up
several tines is Housing First initiatives, and
t hose have been very successful in other cities.

So while decrimnalizing food-sharing may nake

the city council |ook progressive and, you know, pat
ourselves on the back -- "Yay, we're not getting
arrested anynore" -- that's fine. But you're not

really fixing a problemand you're not really acting
out of true |ike humanitarian spirit because Food
Not Bonbs is going to food-share regardl ess.

So | inmplore you to find the noney to nmake
housing initiatives -- Housing First initiative
happen, because we have the resources. W're just
allocating themto things that really don't natter
in conparison to the human rights of food, water and
housi ng. Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 28 a.m of DvVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:28 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10:36 a. m of
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DVD. )

MR, SUAREZ: Next, please.

And, ma'am before you start |I'mjust going to
make one | ast announcenent. This young |ady here in
the nulti-colored shirt is our |ast speaker unless
anyone el se wants to cone forward. Last tine.

| f you want to cone forward, get behind her
right now. Anyone else, thisis it. This is ny
| ast call.

Sir, you are going to be the | ast speaker.
Thank you.

Ma' am you are next.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 36 a.m of DVD.)

M5. GONZALEZ: Hi. |1'm Catalina Gonzalez. |
live at 2901 Landmark WAy, Palm Harbor. | frequent
Tanpa quite often.

| ama fornmer New York City foster care
survivor. | aman entrepreneur, | am an ani nal
rescuer, and I am a not her of two.

| also represent Project No Labels, a nonprofit
organi zation that accepts people for who they are,
and we enbrace each other and | earn from each other.
"' m continuously | earning every day.

| amin support of the ban on the conversion
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therapy. | think it is, fromwhat |I've read --
because | al ways have to educate nyself first on
things that | stand for.

It is inhumane, and it remnds ne a | ot of what
| went through in foster honmes in New York. And it
does have an inpact on who children becone as
adul ts.

| amvery lucky that | amwho | amtoday. |
believe that's God, the universe, whatever. But it
was definitely not many of the humans that -- that
were around nme at the tine.

So | thank you for your support. Thank you
very much for |istening.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp

10: 37 a.m of DVD.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you, ma' am

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 37 a.m of DVD.)

M5. RAMOS: (Good norning. M nane is
(i naudi bl €) Ranps at 220 South Mal col m Court. And
"' ma downtown Tanpa resident, and | just wanted to
speak on particularly the -- the conversion ban for
m nors i n Tanpa.

One of the nmain issues that | have with it iIs
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that there are limted funds, as there is for the
City of Tanpa that are being extended in ways that
are already trying to benefit the comunity, which
SO appreci ate.

And | would further want to continue that in
the realm particularly instead of conversion ban in
areas such as having lunch progranms, nore so for
students in public schools that woul dn't otherw se
have access to adequate nutrition, as well as w nter
br eak.

O her prograns as well, such as extendi ng basic
education and transportation to areas where children
m ght have a nore difficult tinme getting to school
and/or getting there safely, as well as nore
appropriations for solar-related conversion wthin
the city. | love the wonderful job that it's
al ready been doing with the parking neters and the
different signs, but | think there m ght be nore
wor k to do.

And also in the area of mnors in particular
and benefiting them | think that rather than using
their time, since we are all finite beings as far as
we know, in conversion therapy, extending their
education, prepare them possibly for higher academ a

or the vocational work force if they choose to do

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-3 Filed 01/12/18 Page 36 of 39 PagelD 896
IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 03/16/2017 Page 36
1 so, and also in particular to vocational training,
2 extendi ng that possibly nore so in public schools so
3 that children who m ght have different skills and
4 m ght be differently able m ght have nore access to
5 t he public market.
6 And as far as | know -- I'"msure there are nore
7 ways that we could also help mnors in the way that
8 the funds are used nore efficiently and woul d use
9 the resources that we already have rather than
10 adequating {sic} new resources and new personnel
11 t hat woul d have to have new training and, |'m sure,
12 different facilities that m ght cost nore in
13 bui | di ng funds.
14 Thank you so nmuch for |istening.
15 (Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
16 10:40 a.m of DVD.)
17 MR, SUAREZ: Thank you, ma'am
18 (Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:40 a.m of
19 | DVD.)
20 (Meeting continues.)
21 (Excerpt begins at tinestanp 11:29 a.m of
22 | DVD.)
23 MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. We're on to |Item Nunber 50.
24 Yes, M. Mieller. That's you.
25 MR. MJELLER Yes. We're back for first
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r eadi ng.

You -- the only thing you asked for from /| ast
time we discussed this was that the fines be put in,
which it has been. Fine for a first violation is
$1,000 and a fine for a second and subsequent
vi ol ati ons are $5, 000.

MR, SUAREZ: Any questions or comrents from
Council at this tinme concerning the -- the revised
ordi nance on first read?

Ckay. Do | see anyone? Not at all.

M. Mani scal co, do you want to take up that
ordi nance, sir?

MR. MANI SCALCO  Yes, sir. Thank you very
much, M. Chairman.

| have an ordi nance being presented for first
readi ng consi deration, an ordi nance of the Gty of
Tanpa, Florida, relating to the conversion therapy
on patients who are mnors; making revisions to the
City of Tanpa Code of Ordinances, Chapter 14
of fenses; creating Article X, Sections 14-310
t hrough 14-313; anendi ng Chapter 19, property
mai nt enance and structural standards; anendi ng
Section 19.4A2, Departnent of Code Enforcenent;
duties and scope of authority of the director

repealing all ordinances or parts of ordinances in
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conflict therewith; providing for severability;
providing an effective date.

MS5. CAPIN:. Second.

MR, SUAREZ: Ckay. | have a notion from
M. Maniscalco. | have a second from Ms. Capin.
Al in favor of that notion, please indicate by

sayi nhg "aye.

(MULTI PLE VO CES: Aye.)

MR. SUAREZ: Any opposed?

(No response.)

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you.

Yes, ma' am

THE CLERK: First reading -- or second reading
will occur on April 6, 2017, at 9:30 a.m

MR. SUAREZ: Thank you.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 11:31 a.m of

DVD. )
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

2

3 STATE OF FLORI DA)

4 COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH)

5

6 I, Mchele Coburn, FPR, Stenographic Shorthand
7 Reporter, Notary Public, State of Florida, CERTIFY that
8 | was aut horized to and did stenographically transcribe
9 t he foregoi ng proceedings from March 16, 2017, froma
10 DVD-recorded proceeding; and that the transcript is a

11 true and conplete record to the best of ny ability.
12
13 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
14 enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
15 aml a relative or enpl oyee of any of the attorneys or

16 counsel connected with the action, nor aml financially

17 interested in the action.

18

19 DATED this 9th day of January, 2018.
20

21

- Mieretne Coburn

M CHELE COBURN, FPR
23 St enogr aphi ¢ Short hand Reporter
Notary Public, State of Florida

24
25
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PROCEEDI NGS

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 10:29 a.m of
DVD. )

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 29 a.m of DVD.)

MR, CITRGO Good norning, Council. M nane is
M chael Citro. | am?21 years old. |I'mfrom an
Italian immgrant famly. M nother, who | oves ne
nore than life, raised me in the Christian church.

| amthe first in ny famly to go to college

and I work for the Florida House of Representatives.

Com ng from poverty, | worked three jobs in
hi gh school to support nyself, and yet | still
gr aduat ed.

| ama man who falls in love wwth nen, and |
survived the torture of conversion therapy abuse.

As you can see, we, as a comunity -- and |I'm
representing -- are not nentally disabl ed nor
i ncapacitated. W are productive and contributing
menbers of society.

MR, COHEN: Excuse nme. |I'msorry to interrupt

you. But that is actually set for a public hearing.

So the tine to speak on that is when it actually
conmes up on the agenda.

Madam Cl erk, can you tell ne what item nunber

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-4 Filed 01/12/18 Page 4 of 41 PagelD 903

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 04/06/2017

Page 4

that is?

Wwe'll -- we'll et you know when it wll be
time to speak on that.

MR CITRO Is it today?

THE CLERK: It is today.

MR CITRGO On, okay.

MR, COHEN: Nunber 88. |I|I'msorry. It is going
to be alittle while.

MR CITRO No. That's fine. Wen they said

to get up, | was like --
(I naudi bl e.)
MR. C TRO Because | knew the nunbers. | was

like, this is really weird. So thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 30 a.m of DVD.)

MR, COHEN: Thank you.

(Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 10:30 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinmestanp 10:49 a.m of
DVD. )

M5. CAPIN. Thank you.

W nove on to Item 88.

MR. MUELLER  Good norni ng, Council .

(I'naudi bl e) | egal departnent, here on second
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r eadi ng.

Pl ease note there has been a substitute
ordi nance that is changing a scrivener's error. The
title originally identified a Section 19.4A2 was
bei ng changed, and it shoul d have been 19-4A2. So
it was just a scrivener's error.

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

This is a public hearing and it is a second
reading. And if there's anyone in the public that
would i ke to speak on Item 88, please cone up. And
it's a non-quasi, SO --

( Speaker begi ns speaking at approximtely
timestanp 10:50 a.m of DVD.)

MR CITRO Hello again.

M5. CAPIN. Hell o again.

MR CITRO Round two. |It's like a video gane.

Good norning. M nane is Mchael Ctro. | am
21 years old. | amfroman Italian imm grant
famly. M nother, who |oves ne nore than |ife,
raised me in the Christian church.

| amthe first in ny famly to go to coll ege
and | work for the Florida House of Representatives.

Comi ng from poverty, | worked three jobs in
hi gh school to support nyself and still graduated.

| ama man who falls in love with nen, and |
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have survived the torture of conversion therapy.

As you can see, we, as a comunity, are not
mental |y disabled nor incapacitated. W are
productive and contributing nenbers of society.

Throughout nmy life | was bullied, | was
verbal | y abused, and | was beat en.

| " ve been anointed with holy water, held down
on ny face wwth oil, spoken over in tongues by
pastors as they shouted Bible verses at ne while |
was held down to a chair as they tried to renove
what they called a denonic possession.

| was desperate enough to let it happen,

i nfluenced by ny peers in the church, because | was
told I was going to hell and that | was going to be
separated fromny famly for eternity.

But conversion therapy does not work.
Conversion therapy has been rejected by the Anerican
Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on and every ot her
pr of essi onal organi zati on.

Conversion therapy is abuse, not therapy.
Conversion -- abuse can cost up to ten grand per
year per child, and it contributes to suicide,
sel f-harm depression and honel essness. Wo really
wins in this type of therapy?

Parents subject their children to this abuse
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against their will, but these children don't want
it. They want to be |oved and they want to be
accepted for who they are.

| nstead of teaching these children they're
wort hl ess and their love is a sin, we nmust show t hem
that they are valued. Forty percent of honel ess
youth in our nation identifies LGBTQ That is forty
percent of children in our nation.

LGBTQ youth attenpt suicide at a rate four
times higher than their heterosexual peers.

We nust stand together to support this ban of
abuse and create safe havens for LGBTQ youth and
make sure that there are anple resources and they
are able to be utilized during the bl ossom ng from
yout h to adul t hood.

| was raised by ny single nother know ng God
loved ne and that I'"'ma mracle, taken in by a
Jew sh famly also at the age of ten. Because of
t hat support, | persevered. But so many youth do
not have that |uxurious privilege.

We cannot force mnors to repress their
identity and hate thensel ves. W cannot contribute
to the already skyrocketed rate of suicide and
honel essness in our beautiful state. W need to

make sure that they know they are perfect just the
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way they are.

We nold our future through the lives of our
children, and they will see it through their eyes.
And we nust assure themthat our world is full of
opportunity and wel cones them especially them just
the way they are.

Thank you, and peace be with you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10:53 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you very nuch.

Next .

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 53 a.m of DVD.)

M5. LAZARUS: Hello. |[|'mDana. 5012 Sun R dge
Pal ns, Tanpa.

It's good to see everyone here today. Thank
you all for your words of support for this ordinance
over the past two neetings.

|"mjust here as a mllennial, a gay youth.
| " m pansexual , which neans that | fall in love with
people for their personalities not their genitalia
or what ever physical aspects about themthey were
born with.

And | also am a functioning, productive nenber

of this city, and | would really like to be -- to
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remain in this city and work as a professional.

And | will tell you, as a mllennial, that
protections for LGBTQ people and LABTQ youth is a
very attractive thing for a city to do. It neans
that people like ne and ny friends wll be safe
living and working here, as well as youth like ne
growi ng up

So | didn't really prepare anything. |'mjust

really happy that this ordinance is being seen and

that you guys are listening. So thank you so nuch.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10: 54 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN:  Thank you.

(Excerpt concludes at tinmestanp 10:54 a.m of
DVD. )

(Meeting continues.)

(Excerpt begins at tinestanp 10:54 a.m of
DVD. )

MR. ROLLINS: M nanme is Reverend J. Ricc
Rollins, Il. [1'mthe pastor of the Edge Community
Church at 2705 East Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Boul evard.

Agai n, Council, we thank for your consideration

of this ordi nance.

You' ve heard the stories over and over. You' ve
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heard everybody's story. You' ve heard ny story.

And today |I -- | ask nyself, what could | say?

And the scripture conmes back froma book that
says that love is patient, that love is kind. It
goes on to list what |ove is.

Any child that cones into this -- to this --
this sphere, this world, this planet is |ooking to
be loved. And it is out of love that a | ot of
parents will try to do what they think is best
instead of allow ng the process to manifest in which
a child can rightfully say that | am

| told you the story of ny -- at 19 when | said
to ny nother that | was the sanme gender-1|oving
per son.

She said, "Baby, do you need sone hel p?"

Some would say, "Well, was she trying to say
t hat you needed to change?"

She said, "No. Al | want to nake sure is that
you are the best that you possibly can be."

My parents adopted ne at two nonths from a
not her who did not know what to do with ne and did
not want me and was ready to give ne away.

My grandnother told ne that one day that they
woul d cone to their senses and give ne back.

Whet her she was joking or just being nean, | don't
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have any idea. But | walked in the fear that that
woul d happen.

So at 19 you can only inmagi ne ne saying to ny
not her, a church-goi ng woman who | oved Jesus nore
t han she | oved herself -- and she said, "Baby, do
you want sone hel p?"

She sai d, "Because when God brought you to the
pl anet, he could have w nked, blinked, snapped or
bl ew and changed you. But he brought you here for a
pur pose. "

Don't we allow each and every child that cones
to this planet to fulfill that purpose?

Today when you're thinking about that, think
about those children who did not have that choice.

| won't tal k about failure and | won't quote
statistics. 1'll ask that you listen to your heart
and the things that you wanted to do when they said,
“"Yolie, you' d never be a city council person,” or
Frank or any of the rest of you. But you are.

So today | leave you with a quote from Ral ph
Ellison that says, "Wen | discover who I am |[|'II
be free." That's what this is about: the discovery
of the process.

Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
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10: 57 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you very nmnuch.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10: 57 a.m of DVD.)

M5. BROAN: My nane is Cathy Brown. | live at
3817 Rivena Drive in Valrico, Florida.

| feel conpelled to cone before you and ask you
to please vote no on this conversion therapy ban.

It is not the right of the city council to regul ate
nmental heal th therapy.

And therapy is not abuse. Wen it is abuse,
there are laws to take care of that. An additiona
| aw does not make a difference in that.

The State of Florida is the one that regul ates
pr of essi onal s such as nental health doctors and
t heir actions.

When mnors are sick, it is up to their parents
to decide when it is tinme to go to the doctor
whet her the illness is physical or nental, whether

t hey are having problens. Wen they are having

problens with their identification, therapy can help

in either direction. But by having this ban, are
you denying that help conpletely for these people?

It's hard enough to deal with these probl ens.

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-4 Filed 01/12/18 Page 13 of 41 PagelD 912

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PP PP R PR PR
o A W N P O © © N O 0o M W N P O

IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 04/06/2017

Page 13

Do you demand that these -- these mnors deal with
it on their own?

There's scientific -- there is no scientific
evi dence that people are born that way. There are
no studies that say this.

| f you pass this ban, you will be subject to
| awsuits. The City of Tanpa will spend hours and
dollars of tax noney to fight this. |Is that what
you want ?

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
10:59 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
10:59 a.m of DVD.)

MR. KNOX: Good norning, Madam Chair and
menbers of the council. Thank you for considering
this inmportant issue.

My name is Dr. Brian Knox, and | live at
2113 Sout hwest Westshore Boul evard.

| "' man associ ate professor of internal nedicine
and pediatrics at the University of South Florida
Col l ege of Medicine. |'mboard-certified in both
internal nedicine and pediatrics and a fellow of the

Aneri can Col |l ege of Physicians and the Anerican
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Acadeny of Pediatrics.

| conme to you today to speak in support of this
ban. | come to you fromthe perspective of a
physician interested in protecting health, the
wel | being and the safety of all children,
adol escents and adults, including LGBT citizens.

Every maj or mai nstream nedi cal and
psychol ogical group in the United States has
denounced this practice in the long termafter
reviewi ng the peer-reviewed valid nedical
literature.

The therapy seeks to attenpt to change one's
sexual orientation or gender identity. And it is
wel | -known and accepted that sexual orientation and
gender identity, while they may be fluid and we nay
not understand where they originate, are not
changeabl e, not changeabl e t hrough w || power nor
t hrough t herapy nor through nedication.

Further, the distress and the depression and
the anxi ety experienced by LGBT people are in |arge
part due to the social stigmatization of being LGBT,
not the orientation itself.

Attenpting to change the traits that cannot be
willfully changed increases anxiety, distress and

ultimately suicide and suicide attenpts.
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To allow this alleged treatnent to be provided,
whi ch worsens wel | bei ng and increases nortality, and
especially in a young, vul nerable popul ati on, when
it offers no scientifically-validated chance of
success, is wong and danger ous.

|'"d like to share one standard of care from one
of our major institutions, the Society of Adol escent
Heal th and Medicine. And they say healthcare
provi ders shoul d understand that the majority of
LG&BT young peopl e are healthy and wel | - adj ust ed
t eenagers and young adults.

For youth who are struggling with sexual
orientation or gender identity, affirmative
t herapeuti c approaches can hel p adol escents explore
their identities in a hel pi ng manner.

Repar ative therapy, which attenpts to change
one's sexual orientation or gender identity, is
i nherently coercive and inconsistent with current
standards of nedical care. That is one of many
practice guidelines that are -- that are -- that are
consi stent.

It is inportant to consider because famly
acceptance of these youth is a powerful protective
factor fromnegative nental health incones --

out cones, self-harm and suicide and sui ci de
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attenpts.

Suicide is the second | eadi ng cause of death
anongst our young people age 10 to 24 (inaudible.)
The rate of suicide attenpts is four tines greater
for | esbian, gay and bisexual youth as it is for
their straight counterparts.

Lesbi an, gay and bi sexual (inaudible) from
highly-rejecting famlies are 8.4 tines nore |likely
to have attenpted suicide than their LGB peers who
have | ow reports, and that's still four tinmes above
the strai ght counterparts.

Because conversion therapy increases
internalization of honophobia and transphobi a and
i nherently places a patient in a position of
decreased therapeutic and famly support, it risks
wor seni ng these rates.

As nedi cal and psychol ogi cal professionals, we
shoul d be devoting our efforts at providing
affirmati ve and supportive care for LGBT individuals
and their famlies.

Thank you again for your attention to this
inportant matter. Please feel free to reach out if
you have any questions or would like follow up
(i naudi bl e) for research. Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
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11: 02 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN. Thank you very much, sir.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11: 02 a.m of DVD.)

M5. ESTES: |I'mFaith Estes. And | just want
to thank the council today for bringing this ban on
gay conversion therapy forward and for taking public
conment and recogni zing the need to protect our
children and protect our citizens in this comunity
where we can |live here and feel safe, and safe from
so-called therapy that | firmy believe is -- is
child abuse. And it's physical abuse, enotional,
ment al .

Therapy is supposed to help people. It's
supposed to nake them feel safer, nake them be
better citizens and feel protected. It's not
supposed to tell themthat they are wong, to shane
them to nake them fear.

And | just -- I'mvery grateful to this counci
for putting forward this ban. So thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 03 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
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11: 03 a.m of DVD.)

MR. KEMPLE: My nane is Terry Kenple. | live
in -- at 2312 Cherry R dge Lane in Brandon.

| lead the Community |Issues Council, which is a
3, 300- nenber group that really stands for
Judeo-Christian principles in our comunity.

And | have to say, | hadn't planned on sayi ng
this, but I've got to say up front, you' ve heard at
this neeting and other neetings that the APA -- the
Aneri can Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on, Anerican
Psychi atric Associ ati on and ot hers have rejected
conversion therapy or so-called conversion therapy.

The reality is, is what they've said. And I've
read them Their statenents say that there is no --
there's -- there's no study that shows concl usively
that it's positive.

What -- what is inplied in that is that there's
no study that shows that it's negative either. And
| think that you should be aware of that. It m ght
hel p when you're considering things to actually read
what they say.

| f you vote for this ban, you're denonstrating
t hat you bought into the fal se prem se that sexual
orientation i s an unchangeabl e characteristi c.

| ask you to listen to the testinony of people
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who have spoken here in this council chanber and
ot her places testifying to the change they
experienced in their own sexual orientation, sone
with the help of nental health professionals.

| will ask you also to |look at the scientific
evi dence. There is none that shows that sexua
orientation is either genetic or unchangeabl e.

Not every young person who experiences same-sex
attractions is unconfortable wth those feelings.
And | don't think that anyone in this roomwould
suggest that there should be an effort to force
t hose who are confortable to change.

But by voting for this ban, you'll be denying
the help of nental health professionals to those who
are unconfortable and forcing themto accept the
lifestyle that they do want to change. There are
already laws that protect children from abuse.

Thi s ordi nance, rather than serving the stated
pur pose of protecting children, will actually be
creating an abusive situation for those children who
desire professional help in finding relief from
unwant ed sane-sex attractions. Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 06 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.
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Next .

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11: 06 a.m of DVD.)

MR SMTH  Good norning. M nane is Travis
Smith. |1'mthe senior pastor at Hillsdal e Bapti st
Church in Tanpa, Florida: 6201 Ehrlich Road.

And you've heard different quotes today. |'lI
gi ve anot her quote, Proverbs 29, Verse 15 "A child
left to hinself bringeth his nother to shane.”

The reality is, | don't think there's any other
area in achild s life that a body, such as you
woul d rise up and tell parents that, "You cannot
seek counsel ."

So | wanted to read to you a statenent that |
have -- and I'mnot here to be a friend. | amhere
to provoke at |east a thought on this matter.

| "' mappal | ed that you're even considering a
vote that would outlaw, make it legal, make it an
ordi nance, agai nst parents seeking counsel of
i censed nental health professionals for m nor
children struggling with sane-sex attraction.

Then 1'Il say this to you because you are
el ected officials. |'mappalled also that an
I nsurance agent, racehorse breeder, retired jeweler,

two | awyers and an English major would presune to
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have the right or wisdomto demand by fiat that your
will be inposed on the famlies and |icensed nental
heal th providers and counsel ors in Tanpa.

| would say, "How dare you attack the sanctity
of the honme and fam |y under some m sgui ded notion
you know better or perceive you have the authority
to usurp the role, wisdomand authority of parents?”

| woul d say, "How dare you interfere with the
God-given role and responsibility parents bear in
know ng, training and guiding their own children?"

So on behal f of the nenbership of H Il sdale
Bapti st Church, many of whomreside in Tanpa city
itself, I would say to you today, regardl ess of your
good intentions, a vote for a lawthat limts or
prohi bits | oving parents from seeki ng counsel and
gui dance froma |icensed nental health professiona
is an incorrigible act and an overreach of your
office and responsibilities to this comunity.

And | would say to you today respectfully, get
out of our hones. Stop neddling wth our children.
Don't you dare use heavy-heal ed -- the heavy-heal ed
boot of governnent to crush the freedons and
liberties of the citizens of this conmunity who have
the right to seek counsel, help and gui dance for

their children.
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Your action of approving this ordinance is an
overreach into the hones, and you're violating the
rights of parents. Thank you.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 08 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN:  Next.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11: 08 a.m of DVD.)

M5. BRITTON: M nane is Nancy Britton. [I'ma
psychol ogist in St. Pete.

| originally just canme here to support ny young
friend, Mchael G tro, who spoke so el oquently about
his experiences. | w sh you could hear nore from
hi m

But I am a psychologist, and | felt an
obligation to speak on this just briefly.

Conversion -- so-called conversion therapy does
not work. |t does not change a person's sexua
orientation.

VWhat it does, in fact, is cause additional
depressi on, anxi ety about who they are on a basic
level. Some try and sonme conpl ete suicide because
of this therapy.

Every psychol ogi cal association rejects this

so-called therapy. It is not therapy. Being gay is
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not a disease. It's nothing that needs to be cured.
There's nothing to cure. It's a perfectly nornal
vari ant of human behavi or.

| urge you to cone together for our children
and ban this abusive program W need to accept our
children as they are. Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11:10 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11:10 a.m of DVD.)

MR, SCHM DT: Good norning, Council. Dan
Schm dt. Resident of Valrico -- Valrico, Florida.

Do | need to give ny address?

M5. CAPIN. Pl ease.

MR. SCHM DT: 508 (I naudible).

|"ve got three things to say about voting no
for this ordinance. One is good news for both
sides, and that is there's been a |l ot of progress in
this area over the last 20 years. | know this from
per sonal experience.

To ban the counseling now woul d actually stop
progression in the right direction. The counseling

is not about a goal of seeing sonebody get married
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to the -- the opposite sex. The goal is health
counsel i ng.

And a | ot of education has been happeni ng over
the last 20 years. | see even the church nowis --
is noving in a direction of understanding exactly
how to deal with this issue fromeven a religious
poi nt of view.

Don't vote no -- vote no on this to -- to avoid
the progress that's already made in this topic.

Now, on a personal level is one | can speak to
this. For over 50 years |'ve been dealing with this
froma sonmewhat nonpersonal aspect because | had
friends back when | was young, and | didn't know
exactly what to say to them

But | dealt with that and | stuck with them
t hrough all those years when they were going to deal
with very depressive and suicidal thoughts, and |
wal ked with themthrough that. So | began to
understand a little bit of what they were going
t hrough. And the purpose wasn't to change them
The purpose was to counsel with them

It becane a |little nore personal about 15 years
ago -- actually, longer than that -- because | knew
it was happening. | saw one of ny sons, ny third

son definitely going to be dealing with this issue
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when he was young.

And he wouldn't conme out with it, even though
asked him straight up, "Is this what you're dealing
wth? |'d love to help you wwth it." He didn't do
that until he was into his young 20s because of the
nature of our society. It just wasn't open.

Wien he finally did cone out, we hugged. W
got with each other. W tried sone counseling back
then. This is about 15 years ago. And | could tell
it wasn't working. It wasn't the right nessage for
him Al right. But things have changed, you know.

| " ve got another son, ny youngest son, ny
youngest child out of six. | could see he was al so
dealing with this. And so by the tinme he was 13, 14
| began to talk to himabout it.

By that tine there was good counseling and |
knew of sone because | was involved with this. He
got the counseling he needed when he was 15 through
18. The goal, again, wasn't to change him It was
to help himthrough these difficult choi ces.

Sexual orientation and attraction is a w de
variety of things. And it's like -- it helped him
t hrough. He becane a nuch heal t hi er person.

Now, both ny sons are still in the lifestyle.

| don't have a problemw th that. But | hel ped them
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through. | have a great relationship with both of
t hem

Don't vote -- vote no on this thing because the
progress that has been nade -- you're going to see

it only get better. Counselors are nmuch nore w se
about what it is to say and what it nmeans to live
with this and give themall the choices known.

You' re going to actually hear from peopl e that
it is possible to change, but that's not the goal.

Thank you very nuch.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11:13 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN:  Thank you.

Next, pl ease.

(Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11:13 a.m of DVD.)

MR. THORPE: Good norning, Council. M nane is
David Thorpe. |'ma 50-year-old nale.

| was introduced to sex and sexuality when |
was seven. | basically lost ny chil dhood because of
that. |'ve been struggling with it since then.

| grew up in church. At the age of 23 | wal ked
away from the church.

For 18 years | was in the gay lifestyle. | saw

friends and a |lover die of AIDS. | struggled nyself
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as far as psychol ogi cal ly.

At the age of 41 -- and | would say it's God,
because | ama Christian, cane to ne and -- and
posed a question to ne. Essentially, | walked away
fromthe lifestyle.

| did seek counseling frompastors as well as
professionals. It hasn't done any damage to ne.

| am opposed to this. | don't think that the
council has the right to dictate how parents are to
raise their children

|"'m happily married four years March 23rd this
year.

The fact of -- the -- the -- the people that
are gay and -- they -- they may say it's -- it's not
a choice. | don't know. |'mnot God. But | -- |
don't think that it's right to -- the fact that
this -- this is to prevent professionals fromgiving
counsel based on parents wanting to seek counsel. |
bel i eve that they should have the choice.

And ny friend who just previously spoke -- the
fact of it shouldn't be for the fact of telling them
how t hey should go, whether it's -- if they choose
to be gay or if that's howthey -- if that's how
they feel they are, so be it.

But for those such as nyself that struggled
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with it and wanted to cone out of it, | believe that
if that -- if -- if counselors and professional are
not allowed to counsel, then it's basically going to
take the right away from people |like nyself when |
was seeking to cone out of that choice, out of that
life. 1t's going to take that choi ce away.

So | would say no on -- on this, whatever it

Thank you for your tine.

(Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11:16 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Next .

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11:16 a.m of DVD.)

M5. BENNETT: Good norning. I'mCaire
Bennett. 5012 Honer Avenue.

| heard about this ordinance | ate yesterday.
Today | cone to you as a nom This is a role |
love. And | will protect and | w Il uphold when any
child is about to be conprom sed, especially in the
public square. W are in the square public right
NOW.

Shoul d this ordinance be allowed? | don't

think so. | don't think you should allow this ban,
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and |"'mgoing to tell you why. And again, |'m
addressing you as a nom

And now | have a question. Wy should this
city council seek to prohibit parents of a child
fromexercising their rights as a parent to seek the
best assistance for their child?

Pl ease, all of you council nenbers, |limt your
role to city business. Were you believe that you
must enter into issues of famly life, do so only in
a manner that enpowers and does not dimnish the
parent in their role as a parent.

You may or may not understand that a
same-sex-attraction lifestyle can be conpli cated.
Those with sane-sex attraction have their own story
as to how and when and why and naybe and maybe not.

As a nom | would hope that you would not
interfere with me and ny husband as parents.

Thank you very nuch.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 18 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Next .

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11:18 a.m of DVD.)

MR, CULLIGAN: Good norning. Good to be with
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each of you this norning. M nane is Mark Cul |l i gan.
| am a resident of South Tanpa.

| ama fornmer honosexual who lived for 20 years
with a honobsexual struggle. | have been out of
honosexual acting-out for 30 years. | went through
clinical and therapeutic interventions. And ny life
i s happy, contented, and | am at peace with who | am
t oday.

|"'m here today to encourage the council to vote
no to the proposed ordi nance prohibiting counseling
for mnors who deal wth sane-sex attraction, as you
know, Agenda |tem Nunber 88.

Recently | read an article by a gay man stil
living in the gay community. He titled the article
"Toget her Alone: The Epidem c of Gay Loneliness."”

In this article, anobng other sad statistics, he
said this. "In a recent survey of gay nen who
recently arrived in New York Cty, three-fourths, or
75 percent, suffered from anxi ety or depression,
abused drugs and al cohol, or were having risky sex
or sone conbi nation of the three."

He went on to say, "In our lifetine the gay
communi ty has nade nore progress on | egal and soci al
acceptance than any ot her denographic group in

hi story."
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“Still," he says, "as we celebrate the scale
and speed of this change, the rates of depression,
| onel i ness and substance abuse in the gay community
remain stuck in the sane place they have been for
decades. "

So, | so respect this gay gentleman who just
was so honest about his experience in the gay
community, and he's still there.

So one coul d concl ude that those who choose to
live in the gay community struggle with a | ot of
unheal t hy, envotional and nental health problens.

For 75 percent, it was not a healthy choice.

And | can tell you from personal experience
that | left the honosexual |ifestyle because
finally realized it was not a healthy choice for ne.

So in light of what |'ve shared with you,
pl ease vote no on the proposed ordi nance prohibiting
counsel ors from hel ping the precious mnor children
of Hillsborough County who are confused and need and
want counseling. Protect our children and give them
choi ces.

And by the way, if you know a gay man or a
wonman goi ng t hrough anxi ety or depression, | would
consider it an honor to be a friend and to stand

wth themand listen to themand help themfind the
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hel p that they need.

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 21 a.m of DvVD.)

M5. CAPIN. Thank you.

Next .

Al right. Anyone else who's going to be

speaking on this, please stand if you can. |If not,
the lady in black will be the -- the | ast speaker.
Thank you.

Yes, ma' am

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11: 21 a.m of DVD.)

M5. THOWPSON: Hi. Good norning. M nane is
Nat al i e Thonpson. |'ma parent from Brandon,
Florida, and I'mhere to ask you to vote no on the
ban.

"' mcom ng here as a parent today, and | find
it appalling that this ban would restrict ny rights
as a nother to be able to speak up for ny child.

| want you to take into consideration that
nysel f and parents like me who live in Hillsborough
County woul d seriously consider relocating to a
comunity that supports us as parents, that allows

us to seek all the help that we need for our
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children and not restricting us.

| don't think it's the council's right or
responsibility to conme into nmy hone and tell nme how
and when and what type of thing | need to do with ny
child. It's outside of your jurisdiction.

| also wanted -- want you to consider that
| awsuits and many consequences will conme if you
decide to vote yes on this, just for the sinple fact
that it restricts a famly's right to protect itself
and to seek the best interest of its nenbers.

| also want you to consider the fact that
people are noving -- | noved to Tanpa recently.
Peopl e nove to Tanpa for the economc ... and the
benefits of providing for their children and
provi ding for oursel ves.

But it's a very discouraging piece of
information to know that Hillsborough County and
Tanpa will not be supportive of ne and ny famly
here and woul d be sonething to consider in
rel ocating.

Thank you.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 23 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Next, pl ease.
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( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinestanp
11: 23 a.m of DVD.)

MR. PUGLI ESE: Good norning, council nenbers.
My nanme is Jeffrey Pugliese.

| grewup in Tanpa in the Ybor Gty area. W
name is Jeffrey Pugliese and | have, you know,
famly here. This is where | grew up.

| conme froma good famly and very proud of
they -- what they tried to raise ne and gui de ne.
And |"'mglad that there wasn't any overreach by the
| ocal governnent saying, "This isn't allowed. That
isn't allowed."

Let us not ever underestinmate the power of one
voi ce and the influence.

| live in a neighborhood. | talk to ny
nei ghbors. | go to college. | attend college. |
go to a local church. The citizens that | am
associated wth share the same val ues and woul d be
here today if they weren't working or going to
school .

| ask you to please vote no on |Item Nunber 88.

l"malso -- was i npressed by the Islam
gent| eman who nentioned, you know, his god. You
know, it's about a relationship. And | serve a god

who | oves everyone. You know, his word says,
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"Whosoever shall call upon the nanme of the Lord
shal | be saved," and that included ne.

| wasn't always squeaky-cl ean or perfect, you
know, by any neans. But | |ove everybody. |I'm
taught to love God with all ny heart and nmy nei ghbor
as nyself. God |oves ne so nmuch that he woul dn't
allow ne to stay the sanme. And I'ma work in
progress. W offer a nessage of truth and hope to
peopl e who are depressed and conf used.

| thank you for your tinme and the opportunity
to speak. | pray for you always for protection
around your famly and wisdomin guiding this --
this comunity. You have an awesone responsibility
and you have tough decisions to nake.

|'"'mnot here to intimdate you. |I'mhere to
tell you that you're lifted up in prayer.

Thank you for your tine.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11:25 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you, sir.

Next, pl ease.

( Speaker begi ns speaking at tinmestanp
11: 26 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CONLEY: Good norning, Gty Council and
Madam Chai r woman Capi n.
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My nane is Kate Conl ey, conmunications chair of
the Hi |l sborough County LGBT caucus denocratic and
the LGBT Advisory Council of Tanpa Bay and recent
appoi ntee to the Hi |l sborough County Advisory
Council, here to support the adoption of the
ordi nance to ban conversion therapy in nmnors by
i censed officials.

And | sinply want to say thank you. | am so
grateful for the patience and conpassi on you have
all shown in your efforts to hear all sides. You

have heard from many supporters over the past

several weeks to adopt this ban, ranging from strong

survivors, fornmer conversion therapists, religious
| eaders, many nedi cal professionals and powerf ul
LGBT organi zati ons.

| personally have received even nore inquiries
fromfellow governnent officials, including the
St. Pete Gty Council, state representatives, a
retired judge and nore, all in support of this ban.
And all of these groups have offered | egal support
should we ever need it.

You are |leading a positive change, and I am so
grateful. |'malso hunbled and honored by the
I mrense support we have received since Cty

Counci | man Mani scal co proposed this ban. It has
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al ready brought our community together in great ways

and is a beacon of hope.

Thank you-all kindly for continuing to keep our

comunity a wel com ng and safe place for our
thriving LGBT fam lies and nost inportantly our
yout h.

Lastly, as a gay Christian person, | bless
everyone in this roomfor being who they are and
respecting who we are. W all know that love is
patient and |ove is kind.

Thank you for supporting this ban.

( Speaker concl udes speaking at tinestanp
11: 27 a.m of DVD.)

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

Anyone el se? Seeing none, what is the --

MR. M RANDA: O ose.

M5. CAPIN. -- pleasure of council?

Ckay.

MR. COHEN:. Second.

M5. CAPIN:  Yes.

Moved by -- to close by Councilman M randa,
second by Counci |l man Cohen.

Al in favor?

( MULTI PLE VO CES:  Aye.)

M5. CAPIN.  Qpposed?
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1 (No response.)

2 M5. CAPIN. Ckay. We close. W npve on.

3 Yes, ma'am You have sonething to say?

4 MR. SHELBY: May we have sonebody read the

5 or di nance?

6 M5. CAPIN. No. That's what | was going to get
7 to.

8 MR, SHELBY: Oh, |I'msorry.

9 M5. CAPIN. | nmean, we just closed it.
10 Ckay. Thank you.
11 Yes. Council man Mani scalco, wll you take 88,
12 pl ease?
13 MR. MANI SCALCO  Thank you very nuch.
14 And before | read it |I just want to say, |
15 remenber sonething that | -- that | heard in church
16 | from Monsi gnor Laurence Hi ggins a few years ago.
17 And of course, he passed away.
18 And he said, "Don't condemm anyone. Love them
19 and pray for them" And those words have al ways
20 stayed with ne.
21 And | think of ny favorite Bible verse, which
22 is John 13:34, and it says, "Jesus said, 'This is ny
23 new conmmandnment. Love one another as | have | oved
24 you.'" Jesus |oves unconditionally, so -- all
25 right. | think of those things.
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And noving forward with this, I'll go ahead and
read the ordinance.

| have a substituted ordi nance being presented
for second reading and adoption, an ordi nance of the
City of Tanpa, Florida, relating to the conversion
t herapy on patients who are mnors; making revisions
to the Gty of Tanpa Code of O di nances, Chapter 14;
of fenses creating Article X, Sections 14-310-14-313;
anendi ng Chapter 19, property nmai ntenance and
structural standards; anmendi ng Section 19-4A2,
Departnent of Code Enforcenent, duties and scope of
authority of the director; repealing all ordinances
or parts of ordinances in conflict therewth;
providing for severability; providing an effective
dat e.

MR. SUAREZ: Second.

M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.

We have a reading first by -- I"'msorry --
Counci | man Mani scal co, second by Counci |l man Suar ez.
This is a second reading, so we nove on to

vot e.
It doesn't want to operate with us today.
(I naudi bl e.)
THE CLERK: M randa.
MR. M RANDA: Yes.

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com

Case 8:17-cv-02896-CEH-AAS Document 26-4 Filed 01/12/18 Page 40 of 41 PagelD 939
IN RE: TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TAMPA CITY COUNCIL MEETING on 04/06/2017 Page 40
1 THE CLERK: Reddi ck.
2 MR REDDI CK:  Yes.
3 THE CLERK: Capi n.
4 M5. CAPIN:  Yes.
5 THE CLERK: Suarez.
6 MR, SUAREZ: Yes.
7 THE CLERK: Cohen.
8 MR, COHEN: Yes.
9 THE CLERK: Mani scal co.
10 MR, MANI SCALCO  Yes.
11 THE CLERK: Vi era.
12 MR VI ERA: Yes.
13 THE CLERK: Mbotion carried unani nously.
14 M5. CAPIN.  Thank you.
15 (Excerpt concludes at tinestanp 11:30 a.m of
16 | DVD.)
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2
3 STATE OF FLORI DA)
4 COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH)
5
6 I, Mchele Coburn, FPR, Stenographic Shorthand
7 Reporter, Notary Public, State of Florida, CERTIFY that
8 | was aut horized to and did stenographically transcribe
9 t he foregoing proceedings fromApril 6, 2017, froma
10 DVD-recorded proceeding; and that the transcript is a

11 true and conplete record to the best of ny ability.
12
13 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
14 enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
15 aml a relative or enpl oyee of any of the attorneys or

16 counsel connected with the action, nor aml financially

17 interested in the action.

18

19 DATED this 10th day of January, 2018.
20

21

N Mieretr Coburn

M CHELE COBURN, FPR
23 St enogr aphi ¢ Short hand Reporter
Notary Public, State of Florida

24
25

First Choice Reporting & Video Services
www.firstchoicereporting.com


http://www.firstchoicereporting.com
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