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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ALLISON DAWN BLIXT and LUCAS :
ALEXANDER ZACCARI-BLIXT, - COMPLAINT

Docket No. 18-CV-
Plaintiffs,

V.

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE, :
and THE HONORABLE REX W. TILLERSON,
Secretary of State,

Defendants.

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

1. This action challenges a United States Department of State (“State Department”)
policy that hurts families and undermines the familial relationships of same-sex parents. The
agency’s policy unconstitutionally disregards the dignity and sanctity of same-sex marriages by
refusing to recognize the birthright citizenship of the children of married same-sex couples.
Plaintiffs are members of a family who have suffered and continue to suffer harm because of the
State Department’s policy. The family includes: Allison Dawn Blixt (“Allison™), a United States
citizen who was born and raised in this country; Allison’s wife, Stefania Zaccari (“Stefania”), an
Italian citizen; and their two young sons, Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt (“Lucas”) and
Massimiliano Axel Zaccari-Blixt (“Massi”).

2. Both Lucas and Massi were conceived and born in London, England during
Allison’s marriage to Stefania. Allison and Stefania conceived their children using their own
eggs and sperm from an unknown donor. Stefania conceived and carried Lucas to term. Allison

conceived and carried Massi to term. Allison and Stefania are the only parents listed on Lucas
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and Massi’s birth certificates, and are the only people English law® recognizes as Lucas and
Massi’s parents. Accordingly, Allison and Stefania have been the boys’ legal parents from the
day they came into this world together.

3. At birth, both Lucas and Massi qualified for United States citizenship pursuant to
Section 301(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (“INA”) (codified at 8 U.S.C. § 1401(g)).
That clause entitles a person born abroad to citizenship at birth if one of that person’s married
parents is a United States citizen and the other is a foreign national, as long as the citizen parent
satisfies certain statutorily prescribed periods of residency in the U.S. Allison is a U.S. citizen
who lived in the United States for over twenty years, and so clearly satisfies the residency
requirements of Section 301(g). Because Allison and Stefania were married to each other when
Lucas and Massi were born, Lucas and Massi have been U.S. citizens since birth under Section
301(g).

4, The State Department, through the United States Embassy in London, however,
failed to apply Section 301(g) to Lucas and Massi. Instead, it applied Section 309 of the INA
(codified at 8 U.S.C. § 1409), a provision of the statute which applies only to children born “out
of wedlock.” Because the State Department therefore wrongly considered them to have been
born “out of wedlock,” it concluded that they could qualify for citizenship at birth only as the
children of unwed parents, and therefore could acquire such citizenship only pursuant to Section
309 and only if Allison gave birth to them both.

5. Focusing improperly on the biological relationship between each child and the

parent who conceived and carried him, the State Department then recognized Massi’s citizenship

! To the extent necessary to introduce or address issues of non-U.S. law in connection with

this action, this hereby constitutes Plaintiffs’ notice pursuant to Federal Rule Civil Procedure
44.1 of reliance on foreign law.
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and denied Lucas’. The State Department’s application of Section 309 instead of Section 301 is
an unlawful, unconstitutional refusal to recognize the validity of Allison’s and Stefania’s
marriage and, therefore, that a child born to them during that marriage is the offspring of that
marriage. The fact that the State Department’s policy has led children identified by their birth
certificates as boys with the same parents to have different nationalities listed on their passports
crystallizes both the indignity and absurdity of the policy’s effect.

6. The State Department’s failure to recognize and give effect to the marriage
between Allison and Stefania also denies Lucas the rights and privileges that accompany U.S.
citizenship, including the right to reside permanently in the U.S., the right to obtain a U.S.
passport, and, when he is older, the right to run for political office. Because the State
Department does not recognize Lucas’ U.S. citizenship, he cannot visit or live in the United
States freely as other members of his family can.

7. Allison and Massi may reside in the U.S. permanently because they are U.S.
citizens. Stefania may reside in the U.S. permanently by obtaining a family-based immigrant
visa based on her marriage to Allison. The State Department’s policy, however, renders Lucas
the only member of his family without the freedom to live in the U.S. permanently. The State
Department’s decision to withhold from Lucas the same rights granted to his brother means that
he will experience the indignity and stigma of unequal treatment imposed and endorsed by the
U.S. government. No governmental purpose could justify imposing these indignities on a child
of a valid marriage or restricting a family’s freedom to live as a family—together.

8. The State Department’s policy is not only wrong and harmful, it is also contrary
to the INA as well as the guarantees of due process and equal protection enshrined in the Fifth

Amendment. To the extent that the State Department’s policy was adopted before the Supreme
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Court’s recent precedents guaranteeing equality to same-sex married couples and their families,
its continued enforcement violates that precedent. The Supreme Court has made clear that the
Constitution requires that same-sex marriages receive the same legal effects and respect as
opposite-sex marriages. The State Department’s policy, or at least its application to Lucas,
violates that mandate by restricting eligibility for citizenship under Section 301 of the INA solely
to children whose parents are in opposite-sex marriages. These violations create real and
significant hardships for the Zaccari-Blixt family and others like them. Soon, Lucas will be old
enough to realize that the U.S. government views him as an alien with no enforceable connection
to his mother or brother, and discriminates against him based on the sex and sexual orientation of
his parents.

9. The State Department’s policy is arbitrary and capricious and serves no rational,
legitimate, or substantial government interest. The State Department’s policy drives families
apart by treating the children of the same married parents differently depending upon which
mother bore the child. The threat that this policy poses to family unity confirms that it is
contrary to the legislative intent of the INA, which enshrines the preservation of the family unit
as a paramount consideration. Neither the INA nor the U.S. Constitution permits the State
Department’s unlawful policy to stand.

THE PARTIES

10. Plaintiff Allison is a 39-year-old citizen of the United States. She was born in
Illinois, raised in North Carolina, and resided as an adult in New York, where she is registered to
vote as a U.S. citizen living abroad.

11.  Plaintiff Lucas is 2 years old. He was born in London, England, where he resides

with his parents Allison and Stefania and his younger brother, Massi.
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12.  Allison brings this action in her individual capacity and on behalf of her minor
son Lucas.

13. Defendant the United States Department of State is a department of the
government of the United States of America, whose headquarters office is located at the
Department of State, 2201 C St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20520. The State Department oversees
all U.S. embassies and sets the policy U.S. embassy employees follow in determining whether to
recognize the citizenship of the children of U.S. citizens.

14, Defendant The Honorable Rex Tillerson is the Secretary of State, whose office is
located at the Department of State, 2201 C St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20520, and is being sued
in his official capacity.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

15.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331.

16.  This Court is authorized to issue a declaratory judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
§§ 2201 and 2202.

17.  This Court is authorized to issue a judgment and injunctive relief pursuant to
5U.S.C. §702.

18.  Venue in this district is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e).

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY BACKGROUND

A. United States Citizenship at Birth

19.  There are two pathways to become a United States citizen at birth: one pursuant
to the Constitution and another by statute, the INA. The “Citizenship Clause” of the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Constitution provides, in part, that anyone born in the United States is a
citizen at birth. Under the INA, persons born outside the United States may be considered

citizens at birth under certain statutorily prescribed circumstances. If a person born outside the
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United States does not acquire citizenship at birth, that person can acquire citizenship only
through naturalization, and therefore can never be eligible for the presidency as birthright
citizens are.

20. The provisions governing eligibility for U.S. citizenship at birth by individuals
born outside the United States are set forth in Sections 301 through 309 of the INA. Section 301
is titled “Nationals and citizens of United States at birth.” Under Section 301(g), babies born
abroad are U.S. citizens at birth when (1) one of the child’s parents is a married United States
citizen and (2) the U.S. citizen parent lived in the U.S. for at least five years, at least two of
which were after the parent’s fourteenth birthday.

21. Section 309 is titled “Children born out of wedlock,” and its provisions explicitly
apply only to a person “born out of wedlock.” The requirements for citizenship at birth under
that provision differ substantially from those in Section 301, which has long been regarded as
applicable to anyone whose parents were lawfully married when the child was born. For unwed
mothers, subsection 309(c) specifies, in part, that:

a person born . . . outside the United States and out of wedlock shall be held to

have acquired at birth the nationality status of his mother, if the mother had the

nationality of the United States at the time of such person’s birth . . . .

22.  As a result of the different requirements for the children of wed and unwed U.S.
citizens, it is possible for a person to qualify for citizenship at birth under Section 301 even if the
person does not qualify under Section 309. Thus, the determination of whether a child is born in

or out of wedlock can be dispositive of the ultimate question of whether or not a child acquired

U.S. citizenship at birth.
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23.  Since its enactment in 1952, the INA has neither included nor been amended to
include definitions of the terms “parent,” and “person,” as used in Section 301, or the terms
“mother,” “father,” and *“out of wedlock,” as used in Section 309.

24. Before and after the enactment of the INA, the majority of U.S. states have
followed the common law in presuming that every child born in wedlock is the legitimate
offspring of the child’s married parents. That presumption applies even when only one spouse is
the child’s biological parent. The structure of the INA effectively codifies the common law
presumption of parentage for married couples by making Section 301 applicable to any person
except for children who are born “out of wedlock.”

B. The History of Sex-Based Discrimination as to Citizenship Rights

25.  The first citizenship law of the United States denied women any individual right
to citizenship, let alone any right to transmit citizenship independently to their children. A
woman who married would lose whatever citizenship she held prior to marriage, automatically
and necessarily becoming a citizen of her husband’s country, as would any children she
conceived and carried while married.

26. Because women had no independent right to transmit citizenship to their children,
unmarried women could not transmit citizenship to children they conceived and carried.
Because unmarried women had no husbands, these children had no parent from whom they could
derive citizenship, and therefore had no nationality or citizenship status at all. In light of the
hardships suffered by such children, Congress amended the immigration laws to provide
citizenship for the children of unwed U.S. citizens.

27.  When Congress enacted the INA in 1952, it used the sex-neutral word “parent” in

the provision governing the acquisition of U.S. citizenship at birth by children born abroad in
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wedlock, ensuring equal treatment of married men and married women and of the children born
during their marriage. By contrast, Congress imposed different requirements on children born
out of wedlock based on whether their U.S. citizen parent was an unwed mother or unwed father.

28. The Supreme Court has approved of applying different requirements to the
children of unwed mothers and fathers for purposes of acquiring U.S. citizenship under Section
309. According to the Court, pregnancy—nby nature and duration—ensures a child and mother
have the requisite connection for the mother to transmit citizenship to her child at birth, while an
unwed father—by nature of not being married to the child’s mother—may be asked to do more
to ensure he is sufficiently connected to a child he may never even meet or have anything to do
with beyond his role in the child’s conception.

29. The Supreme Court has rejected the application of different requirements,
however, for eligibility for U.S. citizenship at birth of children of unwed fathers and mothers
when those requirements have no relationship to—and therefore cannot be justified on the basis
of—the biological differences between the sexes associated with pregnancy and childbirth.
Thus, for example, federal law cannot require an unwed father to live in the United States for a
longer period of time than an unwed mother before conferring citizenship on his child.

30.  Congress has made clear that the legislative intent behind the INA should be
construed liberally because the INA was designed to make it easier—not harder—for families of
citizens and non-citizens to stay together. According to Congress, “the legislative history of the
Immigration and Nationality Act clearly indicates that the Congress intended to provide for a
liberal treatment of children and was concerned with the problem of keeping families of United

States Citizens and Immigrants united.” H.R. Rep. 85-1199, at 2020 (1957). Congress has also
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declared that “the statutory language makes it clear that the underlying intent [is] to preserve the
family unit upon immigration to the United States.” Id.

31. In amending the INA, Congress recognized that the hardships faced by families
fractured along citizenship lines were overwhelmingly greater than any harm that could come
from the liberal treatment of children with respect to citizenship.

C. The Constitutional Rights of Same-Sex Couples

32.  Asthe Supreme Court has recognized, same-sex couples have long been subjected
to illegal institutional discrimination and social stigmatization. The Supreme Court’s precedent
makes clear that the Constitution compels equal protection and recognition of, and respect for,
the rights of same-sex spouses, including their right to have autonomy over the most personal
and intimate of choices—decisions about starting a family and sustaining a partnership in which
to raise and nurture a child. Accordingly, the State Department must recognize the “equal
dignity of same-sex marriages.” United States v. Windsor, 133 S. Ct. 2675, 2693 (2013).

33.  After Windsor overturned the statute excluding same-sex marriages from federal
recognition, the federal government announced that it would recognize same-sex marriages for
immigration purposes. See Statement from Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano on
July 1, 2013, available at https://www.uscis.gov/family/same-sex-marriages (“As a general
matter, the law of the place where the marriage was celebrated determines whether the marriage
is legally valid for immigration purposes. Just as [the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services] applies all relevant laws to determine the validity of an opposite-sex marriage, we will
apply all relevant laws to determine the validity of a same-sex marriage.”).

34, Following Windsor, the Supreme Court overturned state laws that barred same-

sex couples from marrying as inconsistent with the Constitution’s guarantees of due process and
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equal protection, including rights central to an individual’s autonomy and dignity, such as one’s
choice of intimate life partner. Obergefell v. Hodges, 135 S. Ct. 2584 (2015).

35. The Court further warned that failure to recognize same-sex marriages “harmis]
and humiliate[s] the children of same-sex couples.” Id. at 2590. The Court also recognized that
“[w]ithout the recognition, stability, and predictability marriage offers, children suffer the stigma
of knowing their families are somehow lesser.” 1d.

36. In Pavan v. Nathaniel Smith, the Supreme Court held that married couples must
receive the same “constellation of benefits. .. linked to marriage,” regardless of whether the
marriage is between spouses of the same or opposite sexes. 137 S. Ct. 2075, 2077 (2017).
Those benefits include the legal recognition that same-sex spouses may both be the parents of a
child born during their marriage, even if only one spouse is the child’s biological parent.

D. The State Department’s Restrictive Classification of Eligible Children

37.  The INA does not define or limit the class of persons born in wedlock who are
eligible for citizenship at birth pursuant to Section 301. Nevertheless, the State Department is
restricting the class to exclude all children of same-sex married couples.

38.  The State Department has imposed that policy by inserting a definition of terms
into an Appendix to the Foreign Affairs Manual (“FAM”), available at https://fam.state.gov/.
Specifically, 1140 Appendix E of the FAM, titled “‘IN WEDLOCK’ AND ‘OUT OF
WEDLOCK,”” includes subsection (c), which states that “[t]o say a child was born ‘in wedlock’
means that the child’s biological parents were married to each other at the time of the birth of the
child.” (A copy of the relevant portion of the appendix is appended to this Complaint at

Exhibit A.)

10
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39. 1140 Appendix E of the FAM has never been submitted to notice and comment
rulemaking. However, it forms the basis for the State Department’s conclusion that the children
were born out of wedlock.

40. That definition has the effect of limiting birthright citizenship to children who are
biologically related to a U.S. citizen parent, which the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit has rejected in two separate decisions. See Solis-Espinoza v. Gonzales, 401 F.3d
1090 (9th Cir. 2005) (citing Scales v. INS, 232 F.3d 1159, 1166 (9th Cir. 2000)).

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. The Zaccari-Blixt Family

41.  Allison is a U.S. citizen who was born, raised, and has lived as an adult in the
United States. Born in 1978 in Park Ridge, Illinois, Allison moved at age six with her family to
Clemmons, North Carolina, where she lived until graduating from high school and moving to
Poughkeepsie, New York to attend Vassar College. Allison lived in the United States
continuously from the time she was born in 1978 until 2008.

42.  After graduating from college, Allison spent a year and a half coaching college
field hockey at Hartwick College in Oneonta, New York, before returning to North Carolina to
attend law school. In 2005, Allison received her law degree from the University of North
Carolina, and moved to New York City, where she began working as an associate at a law firm.

43.  Stefania is an ltalian citizen, born in 1974 in Ferentino, Italy. Allison and
Stefania met in 2006 when Stefania was visiting New York City on vacation. At that time,
Stefania lived and worked in Rome, Italy, where she returned after her trip to New York ended.

Allison and Stefania’s relationship continued despite the distance.

11
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44. At the end of 2007, Stefania returned to New York, this time after a year of being
in a long-distance relationship with Allison. Stefania stayed with Allison in New York for as
long as she was legally permitted: 90 days. During that time, the couple decided to take the next
step in their relationship and live together.

45, Stefania was not eligible then to immigrate to the U.S., nor could she hope to
become eligible if the two married: at the time, the Defense of Marriage Act, 1 U.S.C. 87,
barred the federal government from providing immigration benefits on the basis of same-sex
marriages.

46.  As a citizen of Italy, a member state of the European Union, Stefania could live
and work freely in England. As an employee of a law firm with a London office, Allison
obtained a transfer of her position to the firm’s London office, allowing her to live and work
there. In 2008, Stefania and Allison moved to London so that they could finally be together.

47. In 2009, Allison and Stefania entered into a civil partnership in England. On
January 3, 2015, they retroactively converted their civil partnership to a valid marriage following
the legalization of same-sex marriage in England. (A copy of Allison’s and Stefania’s marriage
certificate is appended to this Complaint at Exhibit B.)

48. In the ensuing years, Allison and Stefania decided to start a family and have
children. Given that Allison and Stefania are both women, they conceived children through the
use of assisted reproductive technology.

49. In 2014, Stefania became pregnant using sperm from an unknown donor, and on
January 30, 2015, gave birth to a baby boy. Stefania Zaccari and Allison Blixt gave their son a
name that would reflect their status as a married couple and family: Lucas Alexander Zaccari-

Blixt. (A copy of Lucas’ birth certificate is appended to this Complaint at Exhibit C.)

12
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50.  Allison and Stefania are Lucas’ parents in all relevant respects. They are Lucas’
legal birth parents, and his birth certificate lists only Allison and Stefania as parents. No one else
has ever claimed to be or been declared his parent. Allison and Stefania made the decision to
bring Lucas into this world and into their family together, and have raised Lucas together since
the day he was born. Under the law of every residence Allison or Lucas has ever had—New
York, North Carolina, Illinois, and England—Allison is Lucas’ legal parent.

51.  After Lucas was born, Allison and Stefania decided to have another child
together. In 2016, Allison became pregnant, using sperm from the same donor (whose identity is
unknown) the couple had selected when conceiving Lucas. On February 25, 2017, Allison gave
birth to a baby boy. As they did for Lucas, the parents gave their second child a name that would
clearly indicate that his parents are Allison Blixt and Stefania Zaccari: Massimiliano Axel
Zaccari-Blixt. Allison and Stefania are Massi’s legal parents. They—and they alone—are
identified as Massi’s parents on his birth certificate and have acted in all respects as his exclusive
parents.

52. Lucas and Massi are part of the same family, with the same parents. In terms of
their relationship to Allison, the only distinction between them is that Allison’s wife conceived
and carried Lucas instead of Allison. That distinction should make no difference to Lucas’
eligibility for U.S. citizenship at birth as a child demonstrably not born out of wedlock. But to
the State Department, this is all the difference in the world.

B. The Application of the State Department’s Policy to the Zaccari-Blixt Family

53.  After Lucas was born in January 2015, Allison and Stefania appeared in person at
the U.S. Embassy in London to apply for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad and a U.S. passport

for Lucas.

13
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54, Notwithstanding Allison’s citizenship, marriage, and status as Lucas’ legal parent,
an Embassy official inquired into the details of Lucas’ birth, asking how Allison and Stefania
had conceived Lucas, whose genetic material had been used to conceive him, and in whose
womb he had been carried. These invasive questions were as shocking as they were demeaning
to Allison and her family. The Embassy official did not explain how these questions were
relevant, if at all, to the question of whether Lucas had been born in or out of wedlock.

55.  After answering the official’s questions, Allison was informed that it would be
futile to apply for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad for Lucas unless Allison could prove she
had carried him or provided the egg used to conceive him. Accordingly, Allison and Stefania
left the Embassy without submitting an application, heartbroken to learn that the U.S.
government would not recognize or give effect to their marriage or Allison’s parentage.

56. After Massi was born, Allison and Stefania returned to the Embassy on May 23,
2017 to submit applications for Consular Reports of Birth Abroad and U.S. passports on behalf
of Lucas and Massi. Again, Stefania and Allison were asked a series of invasive and legally
irrelevant questions about how their children were conceived and born. Again, they were told
that Lucas would not be recognized as a citizen because of the lack of a genetic or gestational
relationship between him and Allison. Stefania and Allison nonetheless submitted the
applications on behalf of both Lucas and Massi.

57. In May 2017, Allison and Stefania received notice from the U.S. Embassy in
London that Massi’s application for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad for a U.S. passport had
been granted, but that Lucas’ application had been denied. According to a letter from the
Embassy, dated May 24, 2017 (the “Letter”), Lucas’ application had been denied on the ground

that Section 309(c) of the INA required proof of Lucas’ genetic parental or gestational

14
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relationship to Allison regardless of his birth certificate and Allison and Stefania’s marriage. (A

copy of the Letter is appended to this Complaint at Exhibit D.) Specifically, the Letter read, in

part:
It has been determined that there is not a biological relationship be
[sic] between the U.S. citizen mother and child, through either a
genetic parental relationship or a gestational relationship, as
required under the provisions of section 309(c) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act. Therefore, your application is denied.
(Id.at1.)

58.  The Letter did not explain why the State Department or the Embassy considered
Section 309(c) applicable to Lucas, whose parents were lawfully married to each other at the
time of his birth. The Letter did not refer to Section 301(g) or provide any legal authority
supporting the refusal to recognize Allison’s status as Lucas’ mother or Lucas’ status as a child
born in wedlock. The Letter also failed to identify any means through which its denial of Lucas’
application could be challenged, appealed, or reviewed. (ld.)

59. Because Lucas was not granted a Consular Report of Birth Abroad, he was not
granted a U.S. passport, and therefore faces significant restrictions on his liberty, including his
freedom and ability to enter, travel through, or remain in the United States. In light of Lucas’
young age and dependence on his parents, these restrictions impose concrete harms on Lucas and
his family, as well as governmentally imposed diminutions of their fundamental protections and
dignity, that are overwhelming and ongoing. For example, every time the Zaccari-Blixt family
travels from London to visit Allison’s family in North Carolina, the family must travel through
the long line for non-citizens, and explain that Lucas is not considered a citizen because he was
conceived by Allison’s wife instead of by Allison herself and is therefore viewed by the
government as illegitimate. Not only does this make traveling home more burdensome, it also

exposes Allison, Stefania, and their young children to the pain and stigma of knowing that these

15
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burdens result from the State Department’s refusal to recognize Allison’s marriage to Stefania
and parentage of Lucas.

60. In light of these and other hardships caused by the Embassy’s decision, Plaintiffs’
counsel, on behalf of Allison and Lucas, submitted a letter to the Embassy on September 5, 2017
requesting reconsideration of its denial of Lucas’ application for a Consular Report of Birth
Abroad. Counsel sought reconsideration on the ground that the State Department had applied the
incorrect statutory provision based on an unconstitutional rationale that denies legal recognition
to same-sex marriages.

61. In a letter dated November 7, 2017, the Embassy responded, summarily stating
that it had “affirm[ed] that Lucas did not acquire U.S. citizenship at birth,” and therefore could
not issue him a Consular Report of Birth Abroad. (A copy of that letter is appended to this
Complaint at Exhibit E.) The Embassy did not offer any explanation or reason for its affirmance.

C. The State Department Erroneously Deemed Lucas to Have Been Born “Out
of Wedlock”

62.  As alleged herein, Lucas acquired U.S. citizenship at birth under Section 301(g)
of the INA. Pursuant to Section 301(g), a U.S. citizen at birth includes:
a person born outside the geographical limits of the United States
and its outlying possessions of parents, one of whom is an alien,
and the other a citizen of the United States who, prior to the birth
of such person, was physically present in the United States or its
outlying possessions for a period or periods totaling not less than
five years, at least two of which were after attaining the age of
fourteen years.
63.  Because Lucas is not a child born out of wedlock, his citizenship status is
governed by Section 301(g). Lucas clearly satisfies the criteria for U.S. citizenship at birth under

Section 301(g). That is so because his mother Allison, lived in the U.S. for most of her life and
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clearly satisfies the statutory residence requirements of physical presence in the U.S. for no less
than five years, including at least two after turning fourteen years old.

64. The only way that Lucas would not be a citizen at birth under the INA is if Lucas
were a child born out of wedlock, as the State Department has deemed him. That determination
was erroneous both as a matter of statutory interpretation and as a matter of the Constitution’s
guarantees of due process and equal protection.

D. The State Department’s Policy Unconstitutionally Discriminates on the Basis
of Sex and Sexual Orientation.

65.  The decision to marry—Iike the decision to have children—is one of the most
deeply personal choices one can make. For the liberty guaranteed by the Constitution to be
meaningful and effective, individuals must be able to make these fundamental and personal life
choices freely, with dignity and without unwarranted consequences for the individual and his
family. Accordingly, the Constitution’s guarantees of due process and equal protection apply
with full force to an individual’s fundamental right to marry the spouse of his or her own
choosing, including a spouse of the same sex. The Constitution requires not only recognition
and protection of the right to enter into same-sex marriages, but also affords same-sex marriages
the full constellation of legal rights and benefits—including dignity and respect—that have
traditionally flowed from opposite-sex marriages.

66.  The State Department’s policy and its application to Lucas is unconstitutional
because they violate Lucas’ and Allison’s rights to due process and equal protection under the
Fifth Amendment of the Constitution. As discussed above, the State Department refuses to apply
Section 301(g) of the INA to Lucas based on its erroneous and demeaning classification of him
as a child born out of wedlock. Apparently on that basis alone, it refuses to recognize Lucas’

citizenship.

17
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67. Under the State Department’s policy, citizenship through Section 301 is
presumptively available to any person the State Department deems born “in wedlock”—a class
the agency has construed to consist exclusively of children conceived and carried by women who
are married to men.

68. Nothing in the INA or the Constitution permits the State Department’s limitation
of birthright citizenship under Section 301 to the children of U.S. citizens in opposite-sex
marriages. The State Department’s requirement is unfounded and ensures unconstitutionally
unequal treatment of the children of same-sex married couples.

69. The government has provided no rationale for this discriminatory policy.
Furthermore, there is no legitimate governmental purpose that could justify limiting birthright
citizenship in this way. To the contrary, such an approach undermines the congressionally
established, legitimate, and important government purposes that underlie the INA itself. For
example, the State Department’s approach ultimately makes it harder, not easier, for families like
the Zaccari-Blixts to stay together. This undermines the INA’s statutory intent of “provid[ing]
for a liberal treatment of children and . . . keeping families of United States Citizens and
Immigrants united.” H.R. Rep. 85-1199, at 2020 (1957).

70. In amending the INA, Congress recognized that no harm could come from the
liberal treatment of children with respect to citizenship, and that the consequences of such
treatment would fulfill “the clearly expressed legislative intention to keep together the family
unit wherever possible.” 1d. at 2021.

71.  Although the State Department’s policy may in theory apply to marriages
between spouses of opposite sexes, its overwhelming effect is to deprive spouses in same-sex

marriages—and their children—of fundamental rights and equal dignity as citizens under the
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law. The fact that some opposite-sex married couples may use assisted reproductive technology
to conceive a child does not change the discriminatory nature or harmful effects of the
government’s policy on same-sex couples, for whom such means are the only way to procreate.

72. In addition to discriminating against Lucas, the State Department’s policy
discriminates against Allison by denying her the ability to transmit citizenship to a child her wife
conceived and carried during Allison’s marriage. This right is presumptively available to
similarly situated parents who are men—i.e., male U.S. citizens married to alien national women.
Therefore, in denying Allison this right, the State Department’s policy also discriminates against
her based on her sex.

COUNT | - DECLARATORY JUDGMENT
THE STATE DEPARTMENT’S POLICY VIOLATES THE DUE PROCESS
GUARANTEE OF THE FIFTH AMENDMENT.

73. Plaintiffs repeat, reallege, and incorporate by reference the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 72 as if fully set forth herein.

74.  The Fifth Amendment of the Constitution prohibits the federal government from
depriving individuals of their rights without due process of law.

75.  The Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment prohibits the federal
government from depriving any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, as
well as from depriving any person of equal protection under the law.

76.  Section 301 of the INA entitles U.S. citizens to confer citizenship at birth on their
children born abroad in wedlock. The INA does not require U.S. citizens to be in opposite-sex
marriages to confer citizenship under Section 301. Nor does the INA require a child’s biological

parents to be married to each other for the child to be considered born in wedlock, and therefore

19



Case 1:18-cv-00124 Document 1 Filed 01/22/18 Page 20 of 25

eligible for citizenship under Section 301. The INA merely requires that the child is not born out

of wedlock.

77. Defendants have violated and continue to violate the Fifth Amendment of the
United States Constitution by enforcing a policy that excludes U.S. citizens in same-sex
marriages from conferring citizenship pursuant to Section 301, while restricting access to
citizenship under that provision to the children of opposite-sex married couples. Defendants’
policy has deprived and continues to deprive Plaintiffs of their rights to acquire and confer
citizenship at birth pursuant to INA Section 301. As a result of Defendants’ policy, Plaintiffs
have suffered, and will suffer, irreparable harm to their protected interest in conferring, and
having recognized, Lucas’ U.S. citizenship.

78.  There is no rational, legitimate, or substantial governmental interest served by
denying the children of same-sex married couples access to citizenship at birth pursuant to
Section 301 of the INA based on the sex and/or sexual orientation of the child’s citizen-parent.
Nor is there any rational, legitimate, or substantial government interest served by denying U.S.
citizens in same-sex marriages the right to confer citizenship on children born abroad during
their marriage based on the citizen’s sex and/or sexual orientation or exercise of the protected
right to enter into a same-sex marriage. Defendants have offered no justification, either in their
Letter, or in response to counsel’s September 5, 2017 inquiry, for precluding Allison from
conferring on Lucas citizenship pursuant to Section 301.

79.  Asaresult of Defendants’ arbitrary, discriminatory, and unlawful implementation
and enforcement of its policy prohibiting U.S. citizens in same-sex marriages from conferring

U.S. citizenship on their children born in wedlock outside the United States, Plaintiffs have
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suffered injuries and will suffer further irreparable harm to their constitutional rights under the
Fifth Amendment if the State Department’s policy is not declared unconstitutional and enjoined.
80. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.
COUNT Il - DECLARATORY JUDGMENT
THE STATE DEPARTMENT’S POLICY VIOLATES THE CONSTITUTIONAL
GUARANTEE OF EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW.

81. Plaintiffs repeat, reallege, and incorporate by reference the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 72 as if fully set forth herein.

82. The Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment prohibits the federal
government from denying persons the equal protection of its laws.

83. Under the State Department’s interpretation of Sections 301 and 309, no child
could be considered born in wedlock to spouses of same-sex marriages, even if the child’s
parents are married to each other and are the sole individuals identified on the child’s birth
certificate as his or her parents.

84.  The State Department has offered no rationale, in either its initial Letter or in
response to counsel’s September 5, 2017, inquiry, to explain why it bars same-sex parents from
relying upon Section 301.

85.  The State Department’s interpretation has a disparate impact on same-sex married
couples, because under that policy they can never confer upon a child U.S. citizenship pursuant
to Section 301.

86. Defendants’ Letter, denying the application for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad
by deeming Lucas to be a child born out of wedlock, discriminates against Lucas and Allison
based on sex and sexual orientation, without lawful justification, in violation of the Equal

Protection component of the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment.
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87. Defendants’ above-described discrimination against people who have an intimate
relationship with a partner of the same sex—a discrete and insular group with a long history of
discrimination and degradation including by those acting under the color of law—does not
advance any rational, legitimate, or substantial governmental interest.

88.  As a result of Defendants’ implementation and enforcement of its discriminatory
policy of excluding the children of same-sex married couples from qualifying for citizenship at
birth as children born in wedlock outside the United States, Plaintiffs have suffered injuries and
will suffer further irreparable harm to their constitutional rights under the Fifth Amendment if
the State Department’s policy is not declared unconstitutional and enjoined.

89. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT |11 - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT

90. Plaintiffs repeat, reallege, and incorporate by reference the allegations contained
in paragraphs 1 through 72 as if fully set forth herein.

91. Plaintiffs have suffered a “legal wrong because of agency action.”
5U.S.C. §702.

92.  The Administrative Procedure Act bars any agency action that is “arbitrary,
capricious, an abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accordance with law.” 5 U.S.C.
§ 706(2)(A).

93. Defendants’ interpretation of Sections 301 and 309, as embodied in the FAM,
conflicts with the clear language and statutory purpose of the INA. This interpretation, published

without any public comment, is arbitrary, capricious, and not in accordance with the INA.
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94. Plaintiffs have suffered and continue to suffer legal wrongs because of the U.S.
Embassy’s decision to deny the Consular Report of Birth Abroad application submitted on behalf
of Lucas.

95. Plaintiffs have exhausted all administrative remedies available to them as of right.

96. Plaintiffs have no other recourse to judicial review other than this action.

97. Defendants’ exclusion of children born abroad in same-sex marriages from the
category of children who qualify for citizenship at birth as born to valid marriages lacks a
rational basis, is arbitrary, and is contrary to law.

98. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully pray that this Court:

Declare unconstitutional, and a violation of the INA, the State
Department’s policy of classifying the children of same-sex married
couples as “children born out of wedlock,” and its consequent refusal to
recognize Lucas’ citizenship status on that basis, both on its face and as
applied to Plaintiffs, Allison Dawn Blixt, in her individual capacity, and
on behalf of her son, Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt;

Declare Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt a U.S. citizen at birth;

Permanently enjoin Defendants from continuing to discriminate against
Plaintiffs by classifying the children of same-sex married couples as
“children born out of wedlock,” and denying the children of same-sex
married couples the right to acquire citizenship at birth pursuant to Section
301(g) on that basis; and

Award Plaintiffs attorneys’ fees and costs as allowed by law, and such
other relief as the Court deems just and proper, including an award of
reasonable litigation costs incurred in this proceeding pursuant to
28 U.S.C. § 2412.
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Dated:
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Washington, D.C.
January 22, 2018

SULLIVAN & CROMWELL LLP

Elizabﬁ A. Cassady (D.C. Bar No. 997 1%5)

(cassadye @ sullcrom.com)

1700 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C., 20006-5215
(202)-956-7500

Theodore Edelman (edelmant@ sullcrom.com)
Jessica Klein (kleinj @ sullcrom.com)

Scott E. Blair (blairs@sullcrom.com)
Alexandra H. Moss (mossa@ sullcrom.com)

125 Broad Street
New York, New York 10004-2498
(212) 558-4000

-and-

IMMIGRATION EQUALITY
Adren, %0’%(4

Aaron C. Morris
(amorris@immigrationequality.org)
40 Exchange Place

Suite 1300

New York, New York 10005-2744
(212) 714-2904

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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Appendix A and the CA Internet page on DNA and Parentage Testing. See 7
FAM 1160 Appendix E for further guidance on adjudication.

NOTE:
CA/FPPs CAWeb Intranet Relationship Fraud feature.

CA/FPPs Intranet Fraud Digest includes other information about
relationship fraud. For example: Relationship Fraud in Yemen;
Marriage Fraud Dangerous and Pervasive.

7 FAM 1140 APPENDIX E IN WEDLOCK AND OF
WEDLOCK

(CT:CON-521; 07-08-2014)

a. The term Birth in Wedlock has been consistently interpreted to mean birth
during the marriage of the biological parents to each other.

b. This includes a child conceived before the marriage but born during the
marriage.

c. To say a child was born "in wedlock" means that the childs biological parents
were married to each other at the time of the birth of the child.

d. In the case of a marriage terminated by dissolution, death, or annulment, the
term of wedlock still includes a biological child conceived during the marriage
and born within 300 days after termination of the marriage.

e. If a married woman and someone other than her spouse have a biological
child together, that child is considered to have been born out of wedlock. The
same is true for a child born to a married man and a person other than his
spouse.

7 FAM 1150 APPENDIX E VOID AND VOIDABLE
MARRIAGES

(CT:CON-576; 05-05-2015)

a. A marriage that does not conform to the laws of the country or state in which
it was performed generally is voidable and may be declared void by an
appropriate authority, usually a court in the jurisdiction where the marriage
occurred.

b. Prior to such a declaration, the marriage usually is considered valid for all
purposes. Even after a marriage is voided, the children's status usually is not
affected. In the United States, for example, every state considers children of
a void marriage to be legitimate.

https://fam.state.gov/searchapps/viewer?format=html&query=1140%20Appendix%20E&l... 1/17/2018
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RTAA 017907

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF MARRIAGE M. Cert.
SR/RBD.&M

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS

CAUTION: There are offences relating to falsifying or altering a certificate
NOT EVIDENCE OF [DENTITY

and using or possessing a false certificate. ©Crown copyright

Registration District Wandsworth

2015 Marriage registered at Wandsworth Register Office in the District of Wandsworth

in the London Borough of Wandsworth

Columns:- 1 D 3 4 5 6 7 8

When married* Name and surname Age Condition Rank or profession Residence at the time Father’s name and | Rank or profession
of marriage surname of father
Stefania 40 | Civil Partner | Market B oo Assembler
ZACCARI years Research London ZACCARI Worker
Manager SW16 2TY (deceased) (retired)

B Il 2l Allison Dawn 36 | Civil Partner | Lawyer B | Chordes Allen | Lawyer

BLIXT years London BLIXT (retired)
SW16 2TY

*The above marriage was converted from a civil partnership on 3 January 2015 and the details recorded in columns 2 to 8 are as stated on that date. By section 9(6) of the
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 (subject to any contrary provision made by or under that Act for any particular purpose) the marriage is to be treated as having
subsisted since the date in column 1, on which the civil partnership was formed. ;

Signature of parties married In the presence of %

Stefania Zaccari Allison Blixt K A Jones
Deputy Superintendent Registrar

Certified to be a true copy of an entry in the Conversion Register Ka-O/MSDByuH Superintendent Registrar

Date 3-"‘5

System No: 511337007
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF CIVIL PARTNERSHIP
Pursuant to the Civil Partnership Act 2004

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP

Civil partnership registered in the Registration Authority of Entry No.
The City of Westminster 501864311
1. Date and place of civil Ninth July 2009
partnership registration The Old Marylebone Town Hall

Westminster Council House

Marylebone Road

London :
2. Name and surname Stefania ZACCARI Allison Dawn BLIXT
3. Date of birth 19 July 1974 26 October 1978
4. Sex Female Female
5. Condition Single Single
6. Occupation Lawyer

7. Residence at time of civil
partnership registration

Flat H, 17 Park Road, London, NW1
6XN

Flat H, 17 Park Road, London, NW1
6XN

8. Father’s name, surname and
occupation

Pietro ZACCARI [deceased]
Assembler Worker [retired]

Charles Allen BLIXT Lawyer [retired]

9. Mother’s name, surname
and occupation

Severina POLLETTA Seamstress
[retired]

Leslie Joan BLIXT Social Worker
[retired]

registrar’s signature

10. Civil partner’s signature Stefania Zaccari Allison Blixt
11. Name and surname of Lindsey DAWSON
witnesses
Chad SNELGAR
12. Civil partnership K E Merritt

Certified to be a true copy of an

angzy in the €
R BB Y ————————

il Partnership Register.

WeShoasnS¥r . Regiseaion Auhory

e REEISEration Authority.

CAUTION: THERE ARE OF%ENCEL RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE AND
USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ©@CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY
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CERTIFIED COPY
Pursuant to the Births and

Filed 01/22/18 Page 2 gfér_. 077729
OF AN ENTRY ‘

Deaths Registration Act 1953

United States of America

BIRTH | Entry No. 20

Registration district Lambeth Administrative area
Sub-district Lambeth London Borough of Lambeth
1. Date and place of birth CHILD

Thirtieth January 2015

St Thomas' Hospital Lambeth
2. Name and surname 3. Sex

Lucas Alexander ZACCARI-BLIXT

Male

4. Name and surname PARENT

Allison Dawn BLIXT
5. Place of birth 6. Occupation

Learning and Development Manager

7. Name and surname

Stefania ZACCARI

MOTHER

8.(a) Place of birth
Italy

8. (b) Occupation

Market Researcher

9.(a) Maiden surname

9. (b) Surname at marriage if different from maiden surname

ZACCARI
10. Usual address (if different from place of child’s birth)
11, Name and surname (if not the mother or parent) INFORMANT  12. Qualification

Mother

13. Usual address

(if different from

that in 10 above)
14. I certify that the particulars entered above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief

Signature

Stefania Zaccari of informant
15. Date of registration 16. Signature of registrar

Twenty-seventh February 2015

C Spence
Deputy Registrar

17. Name given

after registration,

and surname

Certified to be a true copy of an entry in a register in my custody.
o
............................. . S “Supes st Date 35 feef-vreTy
wjﬂ #*Registrar .
J *Strike out whichever does not apply ma
~ / \m

T
CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATINE-:F FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE AND USING
OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE. “CROWN COPYRIGHT

System No. 511654977

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.
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Embassy of the United States of America

Passport & Citizenship Unit
24 Grosvenor Square

[L.ondon
WI1K 6AH

May 24, 2017

Dear Ms. Allison Dawn Blixt,

This letter is in reference to the Consular Report of Birth Abroad application submitted at the
U.S. Embassy, London, on May 23, 2017, regarding the possible claim to United States
citizenship of Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt, born on January 30, 2015, in London, United

Kingdom.

In order for your child to have acquired United States citizenship at birth, the U.S. citizen
parent(s) would have had to have fulfilled the relevant requirements of the Immigration and

Nationality Act (INA) as made applicable to your circumstances. Please see our website for
further information: https://uk.usembassy. gov/u-s—citizen—services/birth/transition—requirements/ ;

The requirements relevant to your circumstances are as follows:

e At least one of the parents was a U.S. citizen at time of child’s birth;

e The biological relationship be established between the U.S. citizen mother and child,
through either a genetic parental relationship or a gestational relationship;

e The U.S. citizen parent was able to show evidence that they met the physical presence

requirements of Section 309(c) of the INA;

In view of the above, it does not appear that your child has a claim to U.S. citizenship. It has
been determined that there is not a biological relationship be established between the U.S. citizen

mother and child, through either a genetic parental relationship or a gestational relationship, as
required under the provisions of section 309(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Therefore, your application is denied.

If you require additional information, you may contact the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) regarding your child’s citizenship status. Their website is www.uscis.gov.

Any original supporting documents submitted as part of the application are enclosed. By law,
the application fees are non-refundable.

Sincerely,

P

B T A%l < -
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Embassy of the United States of America

November 7, 2017

Theodore Edelman
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
125 Broad Street

New York, NY 10004-2498

Dear Mr. Edelman:

Thank you for your letter to Ambassador Johnson dated September 5, 2017, on behalf of your
clients, Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt and his parents, Allison Blixt and Stefania Zaccari. The
Ambassador has asked me to respond to your inquiry.

The Department of State has given careful attention to your request for reconsideration and
reversal of the Embassy’s May 24, 2017, denial of the application for a Consular Report of Birth
of a U.S. Citizen Abroad (CRBA). The Department affirms that Lucas did not acquire U.S.
citizenship at birth, and therefore we are unable to issue him a CRBA.

Please be advised that Lucas may be able to pursue other paths to citizenship. Information is
available on the website of United States Citizenship and Immigration Services at
www.uscis.gov/us-citizenship/citizenship-through-naturalization. Other avenues are set forth in
Section 1503 of Title 8 of the U.S. Code.

Sincerely,

y/4

Ronald S."Packowitz
Chief, American Citizen Services
U.S. Embassy, London
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
District of Columbia E

ALLISON DAWN BLIXT

LUCAS ALEXANDER ZACCARI-BLIXT

Plaintiff(s)
v

. Civil Action No.
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE HONORABLE REX W. TILLERSON, Secretary
of State

e N O e N W e e

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

United States Department of State
c/o Office of Legal Adviser

2201 C St. NW

Washington, D.C. 20520

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,

. Elizabeth A. Cassady
whose name and address are: Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

1700 New York Ave., NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006-5215

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:

Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
District of Columbia E

ALLISON DAWN BLIXT

LUCAS ALEXANDER ZACCARI-BLIXT

Plaintiff(s)
v

. Civil Action No.
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE HONORABLE REX W. TILLERSON, Secretary
of State

e N O e N W e e

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address) -ll_-the %c;npaljt?:](e\:]\{[ (;I]:i ”Setrastgn

c/o Office of Legal Adviser
2201 C St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,

. Elizabeth A. Cassady
whose name and address are: Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

1700 New York Ave., NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006-5215

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:

Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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CIVIL COVER SHEET

JS-44 (Rev. 6/17 DC)

. (a) PLAINTIFFS

Allison Dawn Blixt and Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt

(b) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LisTeD pLAINTIFE London, UK
(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES)

DEFENDANTS

The United States Department of State and the Honorable
Rex W. Tillerson, Secretary of State

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)
NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED

Elizabeth A. Cassady, 1700
Washington, D.C. 20006-52
Aaron Morris, 40 Exchange

(c) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER)

NY Ave, NW, Suite 700,
15, (202) 956-7500
Place, Suite 1300, New York,

NY 10005-2744, (212) 714-2904

ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN)

11. BASIS OF JURISDICTION
(PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX ONLY)

0O :

1 U.S. Government
Plaintiff

@ 2 U.S. Government
Defendant

O -

(U.S. Government Not a Party)

Federal Question

Diversity
(Indicate Citizenship of
Parties in item I11)

Citizen of this State

Citizen of Another State

Citizen or Subject of a
Foreign Country

I11. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX FOR
PLAINTIFF AND ONE BOX FOR DEFENDANT) FOR DIVERSITY CASES ONLY!

PTF DFT PTF DFT
O: O Incorporated or Principal Place O+ O
of Business in This State
O 2 O 2 Incorporated and Principal Place O 5 @ 5
of Business in Another State
3 3
o o Foreign Nation Os Os

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT

(Place an X in one category, A-N, that best represents your Cause of Action and one in a corresponding Nature of Suit)

O A. Antitrust [O B.

[J410 Antitrust [ 310

[315
1320
[330
1340
[1345
[3s0
[13s55
360
1362
[J36s
1367

1368

Personal Injury/
Malpractice

Airplane

Airplane Product Liability
Assault, Libel & Slander
Federal Employers Liability
Marine

Marine Product Liability
Motor Vehicle

Motor Vehicle Product Liability
Other Personal Injury

Medical Malpractice

Product Liability

Health Care/Pharmaceutical
Personal Injury Product Liability
Asbestos Product Liability

O C. Administrative Agency

Review

[ 151 Medicare Act

Social Security
[] 861 HIA (1395ff)

[ 862 Black Lung (923)

[1 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))
[ 864 SSID Title XVI

[ 865 RSI (405(g))

Other Statutes

[ 891 Agricultural Acts

[] 893 Environmental Matters
[] 890 Other Statutory Actions (If

Administrative Agency is
Involved)

O D. Temporary Restraining
Order/Preliminary
Injunction

Any nature of suit from any category
may be selected for this category of
case assignment.

*(If Antitrust, then A governs)*

O E. General Civil (Other)

OR

O F. Pro Se General Civil

Real Property
[1210 Land Condemnation

[1220 Foreclosure

[]230 Rent, Lease & Ejectment
[1240 Torts to Land

[1245 Tort Product Liability
[1290 All Other Real Property

Personal Property
[_1370 Other Fraud

[1371 Truthin Lending

[1380 Other Personal Property
Damage

1385 Property Damage
Product Liability

Bankruptcy
[ 422 Appeal 27 USC 158

[] 423 Withdrawal 28 USC 157

Prisoner Petitions
535 Death Penalty
[ 540 Mandamus & Other
[ 550 civil Rights
[ 555 Prison Conditions
[ s60 civil Detainee — Conditions
of Confinement

Property Rights

[1820 Copyrights

[1830 Patent

[1 835 Patent — Abbreviated New
Drug Application

[1840 Trademark

Federal Tax Suits
[[] 870 Taxes (US plaintiff or
defendant)

[]871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC
7609

Forfeiture/Penalty
[] 625 Drug Related Seizure of

Property 21 USC 881
[[] 690 Other

Other Statutes

[] 375 False Claims Act

[1376 Qui Tam (31 USC
3729(a))

[ 400 state Reapportionment

[ 430 Banks & Banking

[] 450 Commerce/ICC
Rates/etc.

[] 460 Deportation

[[] 462 Naturalization
Application

[ 465 Other Immigration
Actions

[ 470 Racketeer Influenced
& Corrupt Organization

[] 480 Consumer Credit

[] 490 Cable/Satellite TV

[ 850 Securities'Commodities/
Exchange

[] 896 Arbitration

[1 899 Administrative Procedure
Act/Review or Appeal of
Agency Decision

[] 950 Constitutionality of State
Statutes

[] 890 Other Statutory Actions
(if not administrative agency
review or Privacy Act)
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O G. Habeas Corpus/
2255

[1 530 Habeas Corpus — General

[] 510 Motion/Vacate Sentence

[ 463 Habeas Corpus — Alien
Detainee

O H. Employment
Discrimination

[] 442 Civil Rights — Employment
(criteria: race, gender/sex,
national origin,
discrimination, disability, age,
religion, retaliation)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O 1. FOIA/Privacy Act

1895 Freedom of Information Act
[1890 Other Statutory Actions
(if Privacy Act)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O J. Student Loan

[]152 Recovery of Defaulted
Student Loan
(excluding veterans)

O K. Labor/ERISA
(non-employment)

[] 710 Fair Labor Standards Act
[1 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations
[] 740 Labor Railway Act
751 Family and Medical

Leave Act
[] 790 Other Labor Litigation
[ 791 Empl. Ret. Inc. Security Act

O L. Other Civil Rights
(non-employment)

[[]441 Voting (if not Voting Rights
Act)

[[]443 Housing/Accommodations

[]440 Other Civil Rights

[]445 Americans w/Disabilities —
Employment

[[]446 Americans w/Disabilities —
Other

[] 448 Education

O M. Contract

[1110 nsurance

[ 120 Marine

1130 Miller Act

140 Negotiable Instrument

150 Recovery of Overpayment
& Enforcement of
Judgment

[J153 Recovery of Overpayment
of Veteran’s Benefits

[] 160 Stockholder’s Suits

[] 190 Other Contracts

[1195 Contract Product Liability

[]196 Franchise

© N. Three-Judge
Court

[[] 441 Civil Rights - Voting
(if Voting Rights Act)

V. ORIGIN
O 1 Original O 2 Removed
Proceeding from State
Court

O 3 Remanded

from Appellate
Court

or Reopened

O 4 Reinstated O 5 Transferred

O 6 Multi-district O 7 Appeal to

O s Multi-district

from another Litigation District Judge Litigation —
district (specify) from Mag. Direct File
Judge

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (CITE THE U.S. CIVIL STATUTE UNDER WHICH YOU ARE FILING AND WRITE A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CAUSE.)
8 U.S.C. § 1503(a), 5 U.S.C. § 702, the United States Constitution

VII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS
ACTION UNDER F.R.C.P. 23

DEMAND $
JURY DEMAND:

YES

Check YES only if demanded in complaint

NO [ X

VIIl. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY

(See instruction)

ves ]

NO [X]

If yes, please complete related case form

DATE:

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET JS-44
Authority for Civil Cover Sheet

The JS-44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and services of pleadings or other papers as required
by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the
Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil complaint filed.
Listed below are tips for completing the civil cover sheet. These tips coincide with the Roman Numerals on the cover sheet.

l. COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF/DEFENDANT (b) County of residence: Use 11001 to indicate plaintiff if resident
of Washington, DC, 88888 if plaintiff is resident of United States but not Washington, DC, and 99999 if plaintiff is outside the United States.

1. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES: This section is completed only if diversity of citizenship was selected as the Basis of Jurisdiction

under Section Il.

V. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT: The assignment of a judge to your case will depend on the category you select that best
represents the primary cause of action found in your complaint. You may select only one category. You must also select one corresponding
nature of suit found under the category of the case.

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION: Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a brief statement of the primary cause.

VIIL.
the Clerk’s Office.

RELATED CASE(S), IF ANY: If you indicated that there is a related case, you must complete a related case form, which may be obtained from

Because of the need for accurate and complete information, you should ensure the accuracy of the information provided prior to signing the form.
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	Plaintiffs: Allison Dawn Blixt and Lucas Alexander Zaccari-Blixt
	Defendants: The United States Department of State and the Honorable Rex W. Tillerson, Secretary of State
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