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I, Dulce Garcia, declare as follows: 

1. I am a party in the above-captioned action.  I make this declaration based on my personal 

knowledge.  If called as a witness, I could and would testify competently on the facts stated herein.   

My Early Life 

2. I was born in Mexico and was brought to the United States by my parents when I was 

four years old.  Since then, I have never left the United States.  It is my home.   

3. I grew up in Logan Heights, a low-income, predominately Latino community in San 

Diego, California.  Throughout my childhood, my family was quite poor and, from time to time, was 

forced to deal with homelessness.  For a time, we shared a home with multiple families in order to save 

money on rent.  I remember at one point in time my siblings and I were sleeping under a table in a home, 

because that was the part of the home my family had rented out.   

4. We also lacked access to healthcare.  I never stepped into a dentist’s office, for example, 

until I was an adult.  And I remember one time, as a young child, my father hurt his arm at work (he was 

a welder).  He shattered his arm and wrist in several places.  We didn’t have health insurance, so he tried 

to just bear the pain.  Plus, the thought of going to the hospital was frightening for my family.  We were 

nervous that the doctors would ask about our immigration status or ask him to file a report about where 

he was working.   But, after about a week, we realized it was getting infected and he was forced to go 

see a doctor.  The doctor told us if we’d waited any longer, he would have had to have it amputated.  

That was terrifying – but it was also terrifying to leave the walls of our home and expose ourselves to 

the outside world – we were always scared of what could happen to us.  

5. I certainly didn’t have the typical San Diego experience as a child.  I didn’t do any of the 

things that I heard my friends and classmates talk about.  For many years growing up, I didn’t go to the 

beach or the park, the movies, and I certainly didn’t get to go to Disneyland like my friends did.  We felt 

scared every time we stepped out of the house. 

6. I don’t remember when I first learned that I was an undocumented immigrant.  I know 

that even when I first learned this about myself, I didn’t fully understand the implications of that on my 

life.  I do remember that from a very young age, my family and I feared the local police and immigration 
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authorities.  We led a very sheltered life and were afraid to leave the security of our home.  However, I 

can remember seeing federal agents raid homes in my neighborhood and arrest one or more of the 

individuals living in a house.  Often times, multiple families would be living in one home.   

7. When I was seven years old, my grandmother passed away.  I remember not 

understanding why my family couldn’t return to Mexico to attend her funeral.  I didn’t understand that 

our lack of documentation made that impossible.   

8. I am one of four children.  I have three brothers, the youngest of which is a United States 

citizen.  One of my brothers, like me, is a DACA recipient.  I am incredibly close to my immediate 

family.  I also have an uncle and three cousins who are U.S. citizens, living in Colorado, who I have 

seen a few times over the course of my life.  After thirty years of living here in the United States, we 

have lost touch completely with any extended family in Mexico.  My parents and siblings are really the 

only close family I know. 

9. The first tangible experience I had with my undocumented status impacting my daily life 

was when I was in high school and I wanted to apply for a driver’s license.  I had taken a course in high 

school with all my friends to prepare us for taking the exam.  After taking the class, an exam was to be 

administered and all passing students would receive a driving permit.  My father had warned me that I 

would not be able to apply for a driver’s license because I didn’t have a social security number or any of 

the proper documentation.  I didn’t understand this – or believe him.  Unfortunately, he was correct.  

After taking the class, my teacher asked us all to provide her with our social security numbers.  When I 

was unable to provide one, I was not able to take get a drivers permit.  I remember feeling angry, 

embarrassed, confused, and incredibly frustrated by the situation.   

10. My next experience dealing with the ramifications of my undocumented status, which 

was even more devastating, came when I was preparing to apply for college.  I was excited at the 

prospect of going to college.  I thought the most daunting part of the process would be deciding which 

university to attend.  One day, I made an appointment with my high school counselor to discuss my 

choices of potential colleges, having already been accepted to quite a few that sounded interesting to me.  

At that meeting, my counselor told me that not only was I not going to be able to attend any of the 
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colleges I had been accepted to attend, and that I wouldn’t even be able to enroll in the local community 

college.  I remember he delivered the news very bluntly, at one point calling me “an illegal.” 

11. When I went home from school that day I asked my mother if what my counselor had 

told me was true.  My mother confirmed that my counselor was correct.  I remember how sad my 

mother was, and how she went out of her way to tell me how proud of me she was for how hard I 

worked in school but that my family would not be able to afford to send me to school.   

12. I was devastated when I thought that college might be out of reach for me.  I had pushed 

myself throughout high school to excel academically and had always been driven by the idea of a 

college education and a chance to go to law school and become a lawyer.   

13. Before learning about my undocumented status, I can remember feeling like I was going 

to conquer the world.  After learning about my status, I remember being confronted for the first time 

with the harsh reality that some of my dreams might not come true.   

Getting an Education:  College and Law School 

14. I graduated high school in 2001.  I had applied to and gotten accepted at my dream 

school:  the University of California, Davis.  However, without a social security number, I couldn’t 

apply for student loans and my parents certainly could not afford to put me through school.   

15. Instead, I enrolled at a local community college and stayed in San Diego.   

16. Eventually, after graduating from community college, I was able to transfer to the 

University of California, San Diego (“UCSD”).  I managed to secure honors every quarter I attended 

UCSD, despite working full time as a legal assistant at the same time.  I also often had to find other part 

time jobs to supplement my income and pay for tuition and books.  I graduated college in 2009.  I was, 

and remain to this day, incredibly proud to be a college graduate.    

17. For me, the next step was law school.    I have wanted to be a lawyer for as long as I can 

remember.  From a very young age, I can remember witnessing injustice, intolerance, and aggression 

against members of my community.  For example, I can remember seeing overzealous police officers 

pull over individuals simply because of the color of their skin.  I knew this wasn’t right and I wanted to 

be able to do something about it.  

0258

Case 3:17-cv-05211-WHA   Document 117   Filed 11/01/17   Page 7 of 39



 

4 
DECLARATION OF DULCE GARCIA 

All DACA Cases (Nos. 17-5211, 17-5235, 17-5329, 17-5380, 17-5813)  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

18. In fact, my younger brother was once pulled over for suspicious driving.  As a result of a 

traffic stop, he was turned over to immigration officials and placed in a detention center.  I remember 

going to visit him at the detention center.  I saw how crushed he was, and I was devastated.  I knew then 

that I had to continue to work hard and become an immigration attorney, so I could help people like my 

brother.  

19. I was invited by the Cleveland Marshall School of Law to apply, and was offered a 

private scholarship to attend.  For my first year, I had a full scholarship and received some much smaller 

scholarships in subsequent years.  During law school I worked hard to help pay for tuition and living 

expenses.   

20. During my last year of law school, money was especially tight for me.  My mother gave 

me $5,000 to help pay for my tuition.  This money represented almost her entire life’s savings, which 

she had earned working the night shift as a hotel housekeeper.  She was so proud of me and she wanted 

me to achieve my dreams.  I was, and remain, so grateful to her for her all her sacrifices for me.   

The DACA Program  

21. The government announced the creation of the DACA program my during my second 

year in law school.  I remember that when I heard the announcement, I was so overjoyed that I 

immediately broke down in tears.   I recall vividly hearing President Obama announce the program and 

talk about the need to protect immigrant youth, like myself, and I felt deeply grateful and encouraged to 

apply. 

22. I remember reading up on the program and reviewing the various guidelines and 

requirements very closely.  I remember specifically noting that the government promised that USCIS 

would not refer applicants to ICE or use the information provided to the government against an 

applicant, unless of course there was some sort of national security threat.  I also watched some 

informational videos on the USCIS website dedicated to the DACA program.  After studying the 

program and watching these videos, I felt encouraged to apply and safe in doing so.    

23. Although initially skeptical, I decided that I could trust the government to honor its 

promise and I decided to apply.  Ultimately, it was the only option available to me that would allow me 

to work lawfully here in the United States – my home.  And I knew that so long as I continued to renew 
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my DACA status, I would not be deportable.  That also lifted a huge weight off of my shoulders.  I knew 

that as long as I followed the very explicit rules laid out in the DACA program, I would be able to 

maintain and renew my DACA status.   

24. One of the critical factors was that it was renewable.  I would never have stepped forward 

out of the shadows, borrowed money, submitted to a background check, and provided all of my sensitive 

information to the government without a guarantee that I could renew my status every two years.  

25. On January 24, 2014, I submitted my application for DACA status and work 

authorization.  Attached herein as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of my initial DACA Application 

(Form I-821D) that I submitted to USCIS on January 24, 2014.  Attached herein as Exhibit B is a true 

and correct copy of my Application for Employment Authorization (Form I-765) that I submitted to 

USCIS on January 24, 2014.  Attached herein as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of my Application 

for Employment Authorization Worksheet (Form I-765WS) that I submitted to USCIS on January 24, 

2014.  Attached as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797C Notice of Action that I 

received from USCIS on January 29, 2014, acknowledging receipt of my 2014 DACA Application.  

Attached as Exhibit E is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797C Notice of Action that I received 

from USCIS on January 29, 2014, acknowledging receipt of my Application for Employment 

Authorization.  

26. Coming up with the fee required for the initial application was difficult.  It was very 

difficult to come up with this money.  I was already running low on money at this point, since I was in 

the midst of law school and unable to find a job without valid authorization.  All of my money was 

going towards tuition, books and other school expenses.  Ultimately, I had to borrow the money to pay 

for the application fee.  When I applied for DACA status I submitted to all of the government’s 

requirements, including paying the required fee, providing my personal information to the government, 

and submitting to a government background check.   

27. The application process was extremely burdensome.  As an undocumented immigrant, 

who had lived her life in the shadows, it was difficult to pull together enough documentation to meet all 

the requirements of the program.  It took exhaustive efforts on my part to gather all the necessary 
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information, but, of course, I was willing to do it if it meant that I could be living here lawfully and be 

allowed to work.  

28. In connection with my DACA application, I went to a USCIS application support center 

on February 26, 2014 to have my biometrics taken so that the government could perform a background 

check on me.  Attached as Exhibit F is a true and correct copy of my ASC Appointment Notice dated 

February 7, 2014.  The experience of appearing for and submitting to this background check was both 

surreal and terrifying.  After living in the shadows for so long, voluntarily coming forward and stepping 

in to the light in this manner – especially when I didn’t really know what to expect – was unnerving to 

say the least.  I remember feeling almost as though I was a criminal being put through processing – even 

though I knew that I hadn’t committed any crimes.  

29. I received approval of my DACA application on April 16, 2014.  Attached as Exhibit G is 

a true and correct copy of the Form I-797 DACA Application Approval Notice that I received from 

USCIS on April 16, 2014. 

30. I also received employment authorization at this time.  Attached as Exhibit H is a true 

and correct copy of the mailing that I received from USCIS on April 18, 2014 with my employment 

authorization card.  

31. I applied for renewal of my DACA status and work authorization on December 8, 2015.  

Attached as Exhibit I is a true and correct copy of the Form I-821D DACA Application that I submitted 

to USCIS on December 8, 2015.  Attached as Exhibit J is a true and correct copy of the Form I-765 

Application for Employment Authorization that I submitted to USCIS on December 8, 2015.  Attached 

as Exhibit K is a true and correct copy of the Form I-765WS (Application for Employment 

Authorization Worksheet) that I submitted to USCIS on December 8, 2015.  I remember that before my 

DACA status was set to expire, I received a notice from USCIS alerting me to the fact that my status 

was set to expire, and encouraging me to apply to renew my status 120-150 days before expiration, in 

order to avoid any lapse.  I experienced this as an encouragement on the part of the government to 

continue to rely on the program.  Attached as Exhibit L is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797C 

Notice of Action reminding me to renew my DACA Application that I received from USCIS on 

November 1, 2015. 
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32. In my employment renewal application worksheet, I provided an explanation of my 

current financial situation to justify my need for employment authorization as follows:  “I need 

employment authorization to work to pay off the debt currently totaling about $34,000 and to continue 

to pay for living expenses.”  See Exhibit K.  This debt was from college and law school tuition, books, 

other school-related expenses, and other debts incurred while I was enrolled in college and law school 

and unable to work without a valid work permit.  

33. In connection with my renewal DACA application, I again went to a USCIS application 

support center on January 6, 2016 to have my biometrics taken.  Attached as Exhibit M is a true and 

correct copy of my ASC Appointment Notice dated December 18, 2015. 

34. I received approval of my DACA renewal application on February 17, 2016, and also 

received a renewed employment authorization card around that time.  Attached as Exhibit N is a true and 

correct copy of the Form I-797 DACA Application Approval Notice that I received from USCIS on 

February 17, 2016.  I received my work authorization renewal on February 17, 2016.  Attached as 

Exhibit O is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797 Application for Employment Authorization 

Approval Notice that I received from USCIS on February 17, 2016.   

35. I applied for renewal of my DACA status and work authorization a second time on 

September 27, 2017.  Attached as Exhibit P is a true and correct copy of my second renewal application, 

including the Form I-281D DACA Application, Form I-765 Application for Employment Authorization, 

Form I-765WS Application for Employment Authorization Worksheet, and supporting materials.  I have 

not yet received approval of this second renewal application.  

36. My DACA status currently expires on February 16, 2018.   

The American Dream 

37. Simply put, DACA has allowed me to realize the American Dream.  Growing up, my 

parents instilled in me and my siblings that they had come to this country and overcome numerous 

obstacles in so doing, so that my brothers and I could live the American Dream.  

38. Being granted DACA status and being able to renew that status (and rely on a promise of 

future renewals to come) has had an empowering and transformative impact on my life.  For the first 

time in my life, I came to believe that nothing could hold me back – that anything was possible.  I 
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believed that I would finally be able to achieve all the things I had always dreamed of, including 

becoming a lawyer, setting up a thriving law practice, and serving my community.  I once again believed 

in that American Dream that my parents had taught me to aspire to.     

39. For me, the American Dream means being able to get a good education, to own a car, to 

buy a house, to pursue the career of your dreams, and to fall in love and start a family.  It means that 

anyone and everyone, if they work hard, play by the rules, contribute to society, and generally look out 

for their friends, family and community at large, can succeed.  I have always lived my life that way and I 

am devastated to think that might not be enough.    

Peace of Mind and Freedom 

40. Having DACA status has also provided me with a more peaceful state of mind.  I have 

finally come to trust that I can travel beyond the four corners of my home without the constant fear of 

being picked up by the police or immigration authorities.   

41. Before having DACA status, I used to have to take a Greyhound bus ride whenever I 

traveled between San Diego and law school (in Cleveland, Ohio), which took anywhere between 54 and 

62 hours.   

42. Just last week, my fiancé and I flew to Washington, D.C. together.  It felt incredible to 

hand over our California driver’s licenses and board the plane, just like every other American waiting in 

line with us.   

Home Ownership 

43. Even before DACA, my fiancé and I had taken one step towards achieving the American 

Dream – we bought our first home.  The process of buying the home, however, was fraught with 

difficulties and roadblocks as a result of our undocumented status.  We spent well-over one year trying 

unsuccessfully to apply for a home loan.  While our applications always looked good, including our 

credit history and employment history, without a social security number we were never able to secure a 

loan.  As such, we had to wait until we had saved up enough cash to purchase a home without a loan.  

This was incredibly difficult to do, and we also had to borrow about $10,000 from my fiancé’s mother.   

44.  In May 2009, we were able to pull together enough to buy a condo in San Diego, 

California.  We have been paying property taxes on the condo ever since.  
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45. Becoming a homeowner was a pivotal moment in my life.  I felt like I was an American.  

I felt like I was achieving the American Dream that my parents had set out for me and that I myself had 

imagined.   

Driving and Buying a Car 

46. As soon as I was granted DACA status, I applied for a social security number.  Using my 

social security number, I was able to open a credit card.  This allowed me to start building up a credit 

history, which I knew would be crucial both for my personal and professional future.   

47. After receiving DACA, I immediately applied for a social security number.  As soon as I 

received my social security number, I applied for a driver’s license.  I got my driver’s license on May 1, 

2014.  It is hard to put in words how much that license meant – and means – to me.  For one thing, it 

meant that I could drive around – to visit family and friends, to go to work, and to see clients – without 

fear of being pulled over and arrested.  And it meant that I was like every other American.    

48. Driving and owning an “American muscle car” has always featured prominently in my 

vision of what it meant to live the American Dream.  My fiancé Luis and I had purchased a 1965 Ford 

Mustang that we spent a long time restoring.  We love that car.  The thought of being able to drive 

around in that car, without feeling like I was breaking the law or like I had to be scared, was truly a 

dream come true.  Again, it felt like I was an American.   

My Dream Career  

49. I was admitted to the California Bar in May 2016.   

50. I opened up my own law practice immediately thereafter, in San Diego, California in 

June 2016.  As soon as I knew that I wanted to be a lawyer, I knew that I wanted to open my own 

practice.  That has always been my dream. I wanted to be able to help my community and to have the 

freedom to decide what types of cases and clients I took on.  I knew that there were many people in my 

community who needed access to competent legal representation and I wanted to be able to help them in 

a meaningful way.  For me, being a lawyer was always about providing access to justice for those who 

needed it most.   
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51. Today, I have over 50 clients, two offices, and I employ 2 people (until the filing of this 

lawsuit I employed 3 people but one employee has since resigned).   I pay taxes and consider myself to 

be a valuable contributor to the American economy.   

52. Many of my most rewarding cases as a lawyer have been on behalf of low-income and, 

sometimes, undocumented individuals.  Being able to provide legal representation to these people – and 

being able to prevail in a David vs. Goliath type of case, is why I went to law school and why it is so 

important to me that I am able to continue practicing.  

53. One case I remember in particular involved the representation of an undocumented 

woman who fell prey to an unscrupulous notario.  The woman had paid the notario a fee of $2000 to 

prepare a DAPA application, at a point in time when DAPA was not even available.  Ultimately, I was 

able to recover all of the woman’s money.  Moreover, I formed a close bond with the woman who now 

turns to me for advice whenever she is concerned that she might be falling prey to another scam.  

Because she knows my history as an undocumented immigrant, I believe that she is more likely to feel 

comfortable coming to me and is more likely to trust my advice.  

54. In May 2017, I opened a second office in Chula Vista, California.  After the 2016 

presidential election, President Trump made a number of public statements promising that the Dreamers 

would be safe and that he would deal with DACA “with heart.”  These sorts of statements led me to 

believe that – despite the negative, anti-immigrant rhetoric he engaged in during the campaign, he 

actually had no intention of rescinding DACA, and that he and his administration would live up to the 

government’s promises to Dreamers like myself.  When I signed the lease on my second office, I was 

convinced that – while the new administration might increase deportations of undocumented 

immigrants, Dreamers like myself would be safe.  As such, I signed a new five-year lease on my new 

office.  

55. My status as a DACA recipient gave me the confidence to do all this – to open and 

expand my own law practice, to hire employees, and to represent dozens of clients in immigration 

proceedings, civil litigation, and criminal defense.   
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56. And it is my status or identity as a Latina Dreamer that has allowed me to relate to the 

underserved, undocumented individuals who I represent.  This allows me to represent them more 

effectively, I believe, than many other lawyers would be able to.  

My Fiancé’s Career  

57. My fiancé Luis Tinoco also has DACA status.  Like me, he has had to overcome 

incredible hardships in his life to get where he is today.  And, like me, DACA has opened up so many 

doors for him.   

58. Among other things, he has become a very successful small business owner.  He owns a 

mechanics shop, where he employs 3 full-time U.S. citizen employees as independent contractors.    

59. He also spends a considerable amount of time and energy giving back to the community.  

He has contracted with several of the local schools to create an internship program, whereby the schools 

send young children (often from low-income, immigrant communities) to intern at his business.  The 

purpose of the program is to keep these children off the street, to teach them a valuable trade, and to 

inspire them to stay in school and find a career they are passionate about.  I am very proud of him.   

Marriage and Children 

60. Finally, and most importantly, I had always dreamed that one day I would fall in love, get 

married and start a family here in this country.  And, until the announcement of the DACA recission, 

that dream was also becoming a reality.   

61. My fiancé, Luis, and I have actually known each other since we were just small children 

in elementary school.  I remember that Luis always did exceptionally well in school, ultimately 

graduating with a 4.0 or close to that.  He wanted to join the military and go to college.  However, 

because he was also undocumented, that dream was foreclosed for him.   

62. It was the year after we graduated high school that Luis and I really connected and, 

ultimately, fell in love.  Most of our friends had left town to go to college.  He and I were left behind.  I 

remember how surprised I was that he hadn’t gone off to college, given what a strong student he had 

been.  We immediately bonded over what it meant to be undocumented.  

63. Luis proposed to me during my second year in law school, right before the DACA 

program was announced.  He came to my law school and proposed to me in the law library, which is 
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where I was spending most of my time those days.  Since then we have built a life together.  We bought 

a car together, a home together, and began to plan for our wedding and our future.  We were very 

excited at the prospect getting married. Of course, the announcement terminating DACA has put all of 

that on hold.      

64. Part of that future has, for me, always included children.  Specifically, I have always 

dreamed of fostering and eventually adopting a child.  Growing up I saw so many children in my 

community in need of a good home.  It was always a dream of mine to be a person to provide one of 

those children with a safe, secure, happy place to grow up.  Luis and I had done all the research 

necessary to become foster parents and had started putting the pieces in place.  I even attended an 

orientation session on what was entailed with the process.  DACA allowed us believe that we could, in 

fact, become foster parents – and eventually adoptive parents.  We were very excited at the prospect of 

becoming parents.  But, again, the announcement terminating DACA has put all of that on hold.     

    Devastating Impact of the DACA Recission  

65. Today, in the wake of the administration’s September 5, 2017 announcement terminating 

the DACA program, all that I have worked for my entire life is at risk.  My entire life feels uncertain and 

I can already feel the American Dream that I worked so hard to achieve slipping away.  I am terrified.    

66. The administration’s announcement of the recission of the DACA program has left me 

emotionally and physically drained.  I have already had physical manifestations of the anxiety and stress 

related to the termination, including finding my first gray hair just the other day.    

67. I am very scared about what will happen to my house if DACA is rescinded.  Nearly all 

of our assets are tied up in that house.  If we are deported, all of my assets would be tied up in this 

country and I would not be able to access it.  I have already started considering the very real possibility 

that we may need to sell our condo – and sell it quickly – if either one of us is served with removal 

papers.  Of course, we might not be able to sell it at all and, even if we could, we might not be able to 

afford to hold out for the best deal.  I think it is very likely that we would end up losing at least some, if 

not all of the money that we put into the home if that were to happen.   

68. If DACA is terminated I think it is likely that my practice – that I am so proud of – will 

collapse.  At the very least, I will have to shut down a significant portion of it.  For one thing, I would be 
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