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I, Viridiana Chabolla Mendoza, declare as follows: 

1. I am a party in the above-captioned action.  I make this declaration based on my 

personal knowledge.  If called as a witness, I could and would testify competently on the facts stated 

herein. 

Early Life 

2. I was born in Irapuato, Guanajuato, Mexico on April 4, 1991, and was brought to the 

United States when I was two years old.  I do not remember living in Mexico at all.  The United 

States is my home.   

3. My family has told me that violence and economic necessity drove my family to move 

to the United States. The town where we were from had become increasingly dangerous.  My 

grandfather was a guard at a local municipal jail in Penjamo.  He was taken hostage during an escape 

attempt and was shot and stabbed; my uncle, who was a teenager at the time, was also taken hostage.   

4. I grew up in a working-class neighborhood in East Los Angeles, California with my 

mother, stepfather, and two younger sisters.  My sisters were born in the United States and are U.S. 

citizens.  One sister is 24 years old and lives with my mother in East Los Angeles.  My other sister is 

18 years old and is currently in her first year of college.  I have a very close relationship with each of 

them and try to see them as frequently as I can.     

5. I attended historically low-performing and under-resourced public schools, but I 

worked hard and earned excellent grades.    

6. For as long as I can remember, I have known I was undocumented.  Around age nine, 

I started to hear about the DREAM Act and I was aware that this concerned me because I was 

undocumented.  I also had several undocumented relatives who were about a decade older than I was, 

and I witnessed how being undocumented created barriers in their attempts to pursue their 

educational dreams.  I saw how it affected their ability to get financial aid, to study abroad, or attend 

a typical four-year college degree program.   

7. The neighborhood I grew up in was filled with immigrant families, many of whom 

were like mine—a mix of undocumented and U.S.-born citizens who were the children of 

undocumented immigrants.  Even as a child, I remember being nervous when I saw the police in my 
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neighborhood.  I worried that it meant that someone was going to be arrested or deported for lack of 

proper documentation.  Luckily, no one in my immediate family ever had any negative encounters 

with immigration enforcement.   

8. As a child and teenager, I remember vivid emotions like fear and embarrassment due 

to my status as an undocumented immigrant.  I felt there was a stigma connected with not being a 

U.S. citizen.  I tried to hide or cover up the fact that I was undocumented from my friends.  I 

remember one instance when I was invited to travel with one of my friends and her family out of the 

country.  I knew that I could not do this and, rather than tell my friend the truth, I simply told her that 

my mother did not want me to go.   

9. The inability to travel internationally also hampered my ability to get engaged in 

social and community-building activities.  For example, in elementary school, I was part of a youth 

club sponsored by the Rotary Club (“Rotary”).  Rotary advertised to us that it provided opportunities 

for high school youth to travel internationally as part of enrichment and public service trips.  

Although I would have loved to go on one of these trips, I knew that I would not be able to 

participate.  My undocumented status prevented me from flying and would prevent me from re-

entering the United States—my home—if I were to leave.   

Applying to College 

10. I graduated from Garfield High School in May 2009.  At graduation, I was at the top 

5% of my class and graduated 11th in my class out of approximately 1000 students, with a 4.0+ GPA.  

Despite this accomplishment, the whole college application process was traumatizing.  Not being 

documented affected every aspect of my college application process and decision-making process.   

11. During my senior year, I went to my high school’s college counselor and told her that 

I was undocumented and was unsure what to do about college.  Because I was undocumented, I was 

not eligible for federal financial aid.  I had done some research on my own about AB-540, a 

California law which allows undocumented immigrants to pay in-state tuition in California state 

schools.  Tuition was still, however, very expensive.  I had seen a few young people go through the 

Cal State system and some of them took eight years to complete their degree, because they could only 

afford to take one class at a time, while working full time.   
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12. The college counselor encouraged me to apply to college regardless, but she did not 

know what options I had.  The only advice I got was simply to apply to the University of California 

schools and Cal State.  She also referred me to a small for-profit school, which I think she did only 

because she was not sure how else to counsel someone in my situation.  

13. I briefly looked into attending university in Mexico, but I cried every time I thought 

about it.  Because their education system is different from ours, I was not even certain I met the 

requirements to attend university there.  Additionally, although my conversational Spanish is quite 

good, my Spanish grammar is not and I have never taken rigorous educational classes in Spanish.  I 

would be at a huge disadvantage to have to study in Spanish as opposed to in English.  In addition, 

when I asked my family if they thought I should apply to schools in Mexico, they vociferously 

objected—noting that I have no real family there and no place to stay.  

14. I ultimately applied to California State University at Los Angeles, University of South 

California (“USC”), Occidental College, Pomona College and Wellesley College in Massachusetts.  I 

did not apply to any University of California schools because I could not afford to pay in-state 

tuition.  (The California Dream Act, which allows undocumented students enrolled in eligible 

California colleges and universities to apply for state financial aid, had not been passed at this time.)  

Even still, I did not know how I would be able to pay for tuition at these schools.     

15. The USC application required me to identify my legal status, but it only had categories 

for legal permanent resident, visa, and U.S. citizen, so I had to apply as an international student.  This 

category automatically put me in a different category for financial aid, and I was told I had to come 

with my own money or scholarship. 

16. While Occidental College rejected my application, I was very fortunate that Pomona 

College accepted my application and offered me a full scholarship, including room and board.  Once 

I arrived at Pomona College, I learned that almost every other undocumented student there had also 

been rejected by Occidental College, likely because they had limited funding for scholarships.  
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My College Experience 

17. I entered Pomona College in the fall of 2009, and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in Sociology and Chicana/o-Latina/o Studies in May 2013.   

18. Although my scholarship covered my tuition and room and board, I still had additional 

expenses.  I was able to pay out of pocket for these expenses during my first year, largely because I 

had received several financial awards when I graduated high school.  Before my sophomore year, I 

approached the Pomona College financial aid office to inquire about my options for other funding.  I 

had to explain that I was not eligible for federal or state financial aid because I was undocumented.  

Thankfully, between my sophomore, junior, and senior years, I was able to secure loans through 

Pomona totaling approximately $9,000.  I am still making monthly payments to Pomona to pay off 

this debt.   

19. While at Pomona, I received numerous honors and awards: Young People For (YP4) 

Fellow (2011), McNair Scholar (2012), Chicana/o-Latina/o Studies Department Service Award 

(2013), Pomona College Senior Service Award (2013), National Association of Chicana and Chicano 

Studies (NACCS) Conference Thesis Presentation (2013). 

20. I was also heavily involved in campus life.  I participated in many activities, including 

serving as Empowered Latin@s in Action Co-President and Chicana/o Latina/o Student Affairs 

Mentor.     

21. While maintaining a full course load at Pomona College, I served as a K-12 

Educational Outreach and Pomona Academy for Youth Success (PAYS) Coordinator at the Draper 

Center for Community Partnerships during my junior and senior years.  The Draper Center is part of 

Pomona College and is essentially their volunteer center.  PAYS is one of their signature programs; it 

brings local high school students to Pomona College for programs over the summer and through the 

school year.  In my role, I coordinated college information sessions for parents, SAT preparation 

classes, academic tutoring, and enrichment activities for over 90 students and their families, nearly all 

of whom came from disadvantaged economic circumstances.  I also assisted with admissions 

outreach and recruitment of applicants for the program.  As co-coordinator for the Center’s K-12 

Campus Visits Program, I was responsible for bringing approximately 1,000 kindergarten through 
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twelfth-grade students from underrepresented backgrounds to campus for workshops, panels, and 

informational tours.   

22. During the summer of 2011, I was a Summer Teacher’s Assistant at PAYS.  I assisted 

sixteen high school juniors over a four-week residential summer program with college-level math and 

social science assignments, tutoring and other academic matters.  I also created and taught an elective 

course on the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. 

23. During the summer of 2012, before my final year of college, I also enrolled in a pre-

graduate program called McNair which was part of the federal TRIO program and fell under the same 

umbrella as Upward Bound.  At the time, I thought I would pursue a PhD after college, and so I took 

short term graduate classes over a span of four weeks.  These classes were essentially crash courses 

on research, as well as a tutorial on the application process for a doctoral program.  

24. Since I did not receive DACA until my senior year of college, I did not have work 

authorization for my first three years of college.  I could not do work-study or be employed while 

going to school.  Instead, my positions with the school were fellowship positions, which were not 

employment based positions.  In February 2011, when I first started to look for on-campus job 

opportunities, I was informed by Pomona College’s Student Employment & Loan Coordinator, 

Meredith Hanson, that, “any student that does not have the documents available to complete a Form 

I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification cannot be employed.”  Attached as Exhibit A is a true and 

correct copy of an email dated February 10, 2011 that I received from Meredith Hanson.   

DACA Applications and Approvals 

25. I clearly remember the day that President Obama announced the DACA program: June 

15, 2012, during the summer before my senior year of college.  I heard the announcement at an event 

in downtown Los Angeles sponsored by DreamSummer, an organization that provides undocumented 

students with internship opportunities.  I watched the President Obama’s announcement of the DACA 

program with a friend of mine who was also undocumented.  By the end of the announcement we 

were both in tears.  We knew right away how significant DACA would be for us.  Now, five years 

later, I can say that we were not wrong.  It has indeed had an incredibly significant impact on my life.        
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26. I remember that some people I knew decided not to apply for DACA.  I remember one 

acquaintance in particular decided against applying because she did not want to provide the 

government with all of her information, as she was afraid they would use it against her for 

enforcement purposes in the future.  She and I discussed these fears and the potential ramifications at 

great length.   

27. As I began to educate myself more about DACA, I remember hearing announcements 

and discussion about DACA from people like Senators Barbara Boxer and Diane Feinstein, as well as 

some of the local representatives from East Los Angeles, like Los Angeles Councilman Jose Huizar.  

I also remember the City of Los Angeles being extremely active in encouraging young people, like 

my friend and me, to apply for DACA.  Among other things, I remember that the city held several 

large clinics to assist people with the applications.  

28. After seeing all of these endorsements, I remember thinking to myself, “this must be 

safe to do.”  And so, even though I knew people voiced their reservations about giving the 

government identifying information about themselves and their families, I ultimately felt like I had to 

trust that the government would use our information solely for the DACA application and not for 

anything else, as it represented publicly.  Because of this trust, I decided that it was worth it to apply 

for the DACA program.    

29. I went to a clinic sponsored by the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights for help 

putting together my application.  People were lined up outside the door and down the street, so I was 

not able to get help with my application.  I remember that people kept asking the lawyers there about 

whether it was safe for them to disclose personal information to the government.   

30. It took me awhile to assemble all of the documentation required for the application.  I 

painstakingly analyzed all of the requirements and was scared that any little thing could derail the 

process.  I was excited to apply and was confident that my DACA application would be approved if I 

applied.  I satisfied all of the qualifications and requirements of the program, including the 

background check.   

31. At the time that I was weighing my decision to apply, I believed that if the government 

were to make any changes to DACA, it would be to transition it to a permanent status that did not 
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require renewals.  I never imagined that DACA would be yanked away without any other solution 

already in place, especially when doing so would leave DACA recipients vulnerable to the risk of 

deportation.  Aside from the cruel social consequences that would result from doing so, I also 

reasoned that the government would be unlikely to take an action that would surely have disastrous 

economic consequences for the country.   

32. I probably would not have applied to DACA if I knew it would be rescinded later or if 

there were no renewal period.  I tend to think long term and, thus, if renewal was not an option, I 

would have been much more suspicious of the program and the reasons for gathering information 

from DACA recipients. 

33. On October 2, 2012, with the help of the Asian Pacific American Legal Center, I 

submitted my application for DACA status and work authorization.  Attached hereto at Exhibit B is a 

true and correct copy of the DACA Application (Form I-821D) and Application for Work 

Employment Authorization (Form I-765 and I-765WS Worksheet) that I submitted to USCIS on 

October 2, 2012.   

34. Coming up with the $465 fee required for the initial application was difficult.  I ended 

up having to use money from a loan that was meant for my college books. 

35. In connection with my DACA application, I went to a USCIS application support 

center on November 9, 2012 to have my biometrics taken.  Attached as Exhibit C is a true and correct 

copy of my ASC Appointment Notice dated October 19, 2012. 

36. I received approval of my DACA application on December 7, 2012.  Attached as 

Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797 DACA Application Approval Notice that I 

received from USCIS on December 7, 2012. 

37. I also received employment authorization at this time.  Attached as Exhibit E is a true 

and correct copy of the Form I-797 Application for Employment Authorization Approval Notice that 

I received from USCIS on December 7, 2012.   

38. In connection with being approved for DACA status, I was able to apply for a Social 

Security card, which I received in December 2012.   

39. I applied for renewal of my DACA status and work authorization on August 11, 2014.   
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40. I received approval of my first DACA renewal application on November 2, 2014, and 

also received a renewed employment authorization card around that time.  Attached as Exhibit F is a 

true and correct copy of the Form I-797 DACA Application Approval Notice that I received from 

USCIS on November 2, 2014.  I received my work authorization renewal around this same time.   

41. I applied for renewal of my DACA status and work authorization a second time on 

June 15, 2016.   

42. I received approval of my second DACA renewal application on October 6, 2016.  My 

DACA status will expire on October 5, 2018.  Attached as Exhibit G is a true and correct copy of the 

Form I-797 DACA Application Approval Notice that I received from USCIS on October 6, 2016.  I 

received my second work authorization renewal around this same time.   

43. For both the times that I applied to renew my DACA status, I felt assured about my 

status.  I received letters from the government before my permit would expire to let me know that my 

renewal date was coming up and that I should renew by a certain date to avoid losing my work 

authorization.  Attached as Exhibit H is a true and correct copy of the Form I-797C, Notice of Action 

that I received from USCIS on May 4, 2016 (stating “[i]f you have not already done so, USCIS 

encourages you to submit your renewal request as soon as possible).  I remember thinking that it was 

very nice of the government to send reminders and that this was very important.  The message I 

received from the government was not just that could apply but rather that I should reapply because 

having DACA is helping me have a life in this country.   

44. The renewal process was much more streamlined than the original application process 

because I did not have to submit additional documentation.  It led me to believe that I would continue 

to be eligible for renewal so long as I continued to be an positive member of the community.  

45. Each DACA renewal costs $465, which is not an insubstantial amount for me.  In 

anticipation of both of my renewal applications, I carefully budgeted for many months so that I would 

have enough money to pay for renewal application fee.    

Professional, Personal, and Other Benefits Obtained Because of DACA 

46. There has never been a doubt in my mind that the United States is my home and this is 

where I want to stay and build my life.  DACA is the foundation upon which I have built this vision.  
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Importantly, DACA is enabling me to fulfil my dream of serving disadvantaged and underrepresented 

communities by obtaining justice through the legal system.   

47. Being a DACA recipient immediately opened up employment and educational 

opportunities for me, particularly with regard to my education.  Upon receiving my DACA status, 

one of the first things I did was go to the Human Resources Department at Pomona College and 

request a new position so that I could be paid as an hourly employee.  I saved the first paycheck I 

received after taking that new position.  Seeing this paycheck still makes me so happy and proud 

because it is a direct and concrete reflection of the hours I spent working.  I was excited and grateful 

to start paying taxes.       

48. Having work authorization gave me access to more diverse and better paying work 

opportunities.  For example, I was able to participate in a Border Tour that the Chicano Latino 

Student Association (“CLSA”) at the Claremont Colleges organizes, which entails traveling to San 

Diego and going with Border Patrol to visit the border near Tijuana. Prior to DACA, CLSA strongly 

advised undocumented students not to go on these tours, because we could be at risk of encountering 

immigration officials at the border who could detain us because we lacked the proper documentation.  

A major component of being a sociology and Chicana/o-Latina/o Studies major is studying abroad 

and I was unable to do that because I could not travel abroad.  This border trip, however, helped to 

make up for some of that inability.  This tour greatly contributed to my main areas of academic 

interest.   

49. After graduating from Pomona in 2013, I began working as a community organizer at 

Public Counsel in Los Angeles, California, the nation’s largest pro bono law firm.  I would not have 

been able to secure this job if I had not received my work authorization through DACA.  Public 

Counsel required me to fill out a Form I-9.  I worked at Public Counsel from May 2013 to June 2017.  

At Public Counsel, I identified, contacted, interviewed, and maintained relationships with students 

who were plaintiffs or fact witnesses in landmark litigation successfully filed to redress educational 

inequities and complex trauma in the K-12 public education system.  I also worked closely with 

students, families, teachers, staff, and community organizations to help promote educational justice 

campaigns relating to this litigation.  I worked in a similar capacity on successful litigation on behalf 
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of homeless residents of Los Angeles, including homeless veterans, women and youth, that resulted 

in the delivery of housing and necessary medical and psychological services to individuals then 

residing on Skid Row.  My work at Public Counsel also included providing litigation support to a 

group of five attorneys by organizing meetings, conducting interviews, drafting declarations, and 

coordinating media opportunities.  

50. Having a social security number was essential for me to be able to obtain a driver’s 

license and obtain a loan to buy a car.  It also enabled me to obtain credit cards, so I could start to 

build up my credit.   

51. On a personal level, because DACA status has given me a sense of having a normal 

life, it has directly contributed to my ability to be in an intimate relationship.  Before DACA, I had a 

difficult time knowing when and if I should even raise my undocumented status with boyfriends, not 

only because I felt some lingering embarrassment and shame from being undocumented, but also 

because it introduced an uncertainty about the future viability of the relationship that was often the 

death knell of a relationship.  I felt unsure about whether someone would want to risk falling in love 

with someone who couldn’t take part in normal day-to-day activities without fear, for example, 

driving, working, and traveling.  I also feared trusting someone with my immigration status and not 

knowing how they would react. When I was a teenager, I had an ex-boyfriend threaten me with 

revealing my immigration status after we broke up. 

52. This all changed once I had DACA status.  I met my husband, who is a U.S. citizen, in 

the summer of 2013 and we got married in March 2017.  We have planned a life for ourselves 

together in the United States.  

53. I have also been able to travel since obtaining DACA status.  In December 2016, I 

applied for advance parole in order to travel to El Salvador with a group sponsored by Cal State 

Northridge to learn about immigration, the economic history of El Salvador and what drives 

migration.  I received permission to travel solely to El Salvador for thirty days. To ensure there would 

be no issues, I traveled for ten days, from January 2, 2017 through January 12, 2017, and took only 

direct flights to avoid landing in another country given the permit extended solely to El Salvador.  

Especially because I was unable to study abroad in college, this trip was so meaningful for me 
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because I had the opportunity to learn firsthand from local experts and experience the culture.  The 

experience was also bittersweet because I met individuals who had been removed from the United 

States and I remember thinking that I was so lucky to have DACA status.   

My Decision to Attend Law School 

54. I decided at an early age that I wanted to become a lawyer.  I was inspired to pursue a 

career in law by my grandfather, who suggested that becoming an attorney would give me “the power 

to fight injustice with words.”  Even at a young age, I witnessed and personally experienced many 

injustices that my community faced in several areas of life, including those related to immigration, 

gender discrimination and gender violence, and lack of access to quality education.   

55. When I was growing up, a frequent topic of conversation was the workplace.  My 

uncles spoke about not being permitted to take breaks and receiving paychecks that short-changed 

their pay, and being unable to complain about this for fear of reprisals.  A family friend told us that 

she was fired for being pregnant and could do nothing about it due to her immigration status.  I was 

always struck by the unfairness of how they were treated and felt like what was going on was illegal.   

56.  As a teenager, I also got to experience firsthand the power the law has to effect 

positive change. I attended Garfield High School, which was part of the lawsuit Williams v. 

California.  It was because of Williams that I saw conditions improve at Garfield.  We had cleaner 

bathrooms because of Williams. We had enough seats to sit on because of Williams. I began to think 

that I could use the law to fix things and that the law would give me the skills to advocate for myself 

and others like me.  When I joined an academic decathlon at Garfield, I went to other schools in the 

Los Angeles area for practice tests and I remember thinking that the facilities at these other schools, 

such as Bravo Medical Magnet, were so much better than where I attended. I saw that schools on the 

West Side offered private music lessons and Garfield did not.  I saw the disparity and unfairness 

between these schools and mine.  This reinforced the idea that being a lawyer is not just filing 

lawsuits, but also having the skills to become a better advocate for myself and others in everyday life.   

57. I was further inspired to become a lawyer after meeting a Latino judge from East Los 

Angeles in connection with participating in a mock trial event through my elementary school.  His 
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eloquence, impressive academic credentials, and commitment to his family and community left a 

deep impression on me. 

58. Additionally, through my activities in college and my work at Public Counsel, I 

developed firm aspirations to serve individuals and communities marginalized within society who do 

not have adequate access to legal services and to help them learn about and exercise their basic rights 

and obtain legal redress when necessary.   

59. Furthermore, while I was working at Public Counsel, I was selected to be a Munger, 

Tolles and Olson Law Fellow, which enabled me to participate in a ten-month program aimed at 

preparing aspiring diverse students for admission to and success in law school.  

60. My belief that the DACA program was secure was central to my decision to apply for 

law school—a three-year degree program—and to enroll at U.C. Irvine School of Law in 2015.  

Although California permits undocumented immigrants to take the California bar exam, I would not 

have applied to law school without DACA and the expectation of renewal.  Without work 

authorization through DACA, I would not have had the confidence that I would be able to secure a 

job at the end of law school.  I otherwise would have used the time I had as a DACA recipient to earn 

and save as much money as I could, while I was still eligible to work at a job that paid me well and 

offered me benefits.   

61. I confirmed my decision to attend U.C. Irvine School of Law in 2016, but I decided to 

defer my attendance for a year to continue working at Public Counsel.  I began my first year of law 

school in the fall of 2017.   

62. I was awarded the Public Service Scholarship by Irvine School of Law, which covers 

the cost of tuition and fees for three years.   

63. I am still not eligible for federal financial aid.  But because I have a social security 

number through DACA, I was able to secure a private loan through Discover for $17,000 at 7.24% 

interest to pay for my living expenses and books for my first year of law school.   

64. Private educational loans do not have the same benefits as federal financial aid.  For 

example, I am not eligible to defer interest on my loans.  I was only willing to take on this debt 

through Discover because I believed that my DACA status and work authorization would enable me 
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to work during the summers between law school and after graduation and repay this loan.  I would 

need to take out loans (in a similar amount as my first year Discover loan) to cover my living 

expenses for my second and third years of law school.    

Impact of Losing DACA Status 

65. Since the government announced its decision to rescind DACA in September 2017, I 

have been extremely anxious about the future and what the rescission of DACA will mean for me and 

my family.  I would be devastated if my DACA status were rescinded.  My whole life would be 

upended.  I am deeply worried that the information I gave the government will be used against me 

and my family for enforcement purposes.   

66. Ever since the government announced that DACA recipients might lose their status, I 

have been suffering from anxiety attacks and health issues.  

67. I have also become paranoid about finances and feel an overwhelming pressure to 

rethink all of my spending decisions.  If my DACA status were rescinded, I would not be able to 

work and would lose the ability to support myself financially and to pay back my car loan and the 

other debt I am incurring for law school.  Accordingly, I feel the need to save as much as I can as a 

protective measure.       

68. I am struggling to decide whether to continue making personal and financial 

investments in attending law school, since the rescission will limit, if not eliminate, my ability to 

work as an attorney.   

69. If my DACA status were to be rescinded and had to return to Mexico, it would be a 

huge hardship on me, both financially and on a personal level.  The possibility of being sent to live in 

Mexico when all I have ever known is the United States and U.S. culture is terrifying to me.   

70. I have no close contacts or close family in Mexico.  And, although my biological 

father still lives in Mexico, I have not had any significant contact with him since I was born and I 

have not spoken to him at all since I was a child.  My family is all in the United States.  My maternal 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins all live in the United States. They are my support system. 

71. Although I feel culturally Mexican, that same Mexican identity is rooted in the United 

States. My experience is that of a culturally Mexican person from Los Angeles, California. I am 
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equally as culturally American. When I have met international students from Mexico in the past, it 

quickly becomes strikingly clear just how di fferent our views and experiences are. 

72. Working in Mexico would also be a great hardship for me. T have worked hard to be a 

good citizen and to learn about the legal system in the United States. I do not know anything about 

what it is like to practice law in Mexico and feel that I would be unable to fulfill my dream of 

becoming a lawyer if I had to live there. I fear that ifl had to move to Mexico, I would have no 

future there, and I know that all my hard work-since I was a child-would have been wasted . Tn 

addition to the language barrier, I have studied law here in the United States and believe trying to fi nd 

a law school in Mexico would be incredibly difficult, not to mention transitioning my education to 

Spanish and to a civil law system. 

73. I also fear for my personal safety if I had to live in Mexico. I fear that if I were to 

12 have to leave to Mexico, I will be perceived as an outsider and that a simple thing like the way I 

13 speak will put me at risk for being robbed or otherwise targeted. Specifically, the city that I am from 

14 has recently seen several homicides and robberies and I would be afraid for my personal safety, 

15 particularly if I am seen as a tourist or outsider without ties to the town. 

16 74. If my DACA status is rescinded, my law school studies would also suffer. I would be 

17 unable to take advantage of opportunities available to law students. For example, I would be unable 

18 to take advantage of working for a law professor as a research assistant because I would have no 

19 work authorization and those are paid positions. 
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75. If my DACA status is rescinded my entire life as I know it will be upended. That 

prospect terrifies me. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on October 30, 2017, in Irvine, California. 

~~ 
Viridiana Chabolla Mendoza 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Viridiana Sarahi Chabolla 
Date: Sun, Oct 1, 2017 at 4:40 PM
Subject: Fw: Student Employment & I-9 Doc Requirements
To: 

From: Viridiana Chabolla on behalf of maria.tucker@pomona.edu 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 8:21 PM
To: maria.tucker@pomona.edu
Subject: FW: Student Employment & I-9 Doc Requirements
 
Hey Maria, this is what I was sent. I'm just wondering what kind of jobs we can get on campus
or if maybe we can find out which can only pay through payroll so we stay away from those. 
 
Thank you!

Viridiana Chabolla
Pomona College 2013

 

From: Meredith.Hanson@pomona.edu
To:
Date: Thu, 10 Feb 2011 17:43:20 -0800
Subject: Student Employment & I-9 Doc Requirements

Hello Viridiana,

Redacted - Attorney-client privileged
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I spoke with Mary Booker, the Financial Aid Director, and she confirmed that
any student that does not have the documents available to complete a Form
I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification cannot be employed. I have attached
a Form I-9 for your review.  Any employer, on or off campus, will require an I-
9 with the acceptable documents listed on page 5 of the I-9.

 

You may also read about the various employment forms on the following
Pomona College website: http://www.pomona.edu/administration/financial-
aid/student-employment/employment-forms.aspx

Employment Forms
www.pomona.edu

Completing Employment Forms Once you
have been hired, your supervisor will have you
complete a Student Hire Form. Contact Human
Resources if a copy of the form is needed. You
will then take the completed Student Hire

       
     

     
   

     
      

 

I hope this information was helpful. Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions.

 

Thank you,

 

Meredith G. Hanson
Student Employment & Loan Coordinator
Pomona College Office of Financial Aid
550 N. College Avenue, Suite 117, Claremont, CA 91711
ph. (909)621-8205
fax.(909)607-7941
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P Please consider the environment before printing this email.
This message and any attached documents contain information that may be confidential and/or privileged. The
information herein may also be protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. 18 USC Sections 2510-2521. If
you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, copy, distribute, or use this information. If you have received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete all copies of this message to include
any attachments.

 

-- 
Viridiana Chabolla
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ASIAN PACIFICAMERICAN !iy 
. LEG.Al CENTER I ~ 

October 2, 2012 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL AND RETURN RECEIPT 
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 
USCIS Phoenix Lockbox Facility 
P.O. Box 20700 
Phoenix, AZ 85036-0700 

ML'vlllER 01' 
ASIA" AMERlCAN CENT!:R 
J·OR ADVAN ClNG JUSTICE 

REQUEST FOR DEFERRED ACTION FOR CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS 

RE: CHABOLLA MENDOZA, VIRIDIANA SARAID [DOB: -

Dear USCIS Officer: 

Please find enclosed the I-821D Application for Consideration of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals of Ms. Viridiana Sarahi Chabolla Mendoza with supporting 
documentation. Also enclosed are the required 1-765 Application for Employment 
Authorization and the I-765WS Worksheet. 

Summary 
Ms. Chabolla Mendoza is requesting deferred action as a childhood arrival to the United 
States, as defined by the USCIS Memorandum issued on June 15, 2012. USCIS 
Memorandum, J. Napolitano, "Exercising Prosecutorial Discretion with Respect to 
Individuals Who Came to the United States as Children" (June 15, 2012). 

Ms. Chabolla Mendoza meets all of the eligibility requirements for deferred action for 
childhood arrivals (DACA). Specifically, Ms. Chabolla Mendoza is able to prove that 
she: 

1) Entered without inspection before June 15, 2012, or her lawful immigration status 
expired as of JlJ.Ile 15, 2012; 

2) Is at least 15 years at the time of filing, and was under the age of 31 on June 15, 
2012; 

3) Arrived in the United States before the age of 16; 
4) Has continuously resided in the United States since June 15, 2007, up to the 

present time; 
5) Was present in the United States on June 15, 2012; 
6) Is currently in school, graduated or received a certificate of completion from high 

school, obtained a GED, or is an honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard 
or U.S. Armed Forces; and 

7) Has not been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor, three or more other 
misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to national security or public 
safety. 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER 
1145 Wilshire Blvd .. 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017 

T (213) 977-7500 F (213) 977-7595 
www.apalc.advancingjustice.org 

Member Affiliates: Asian Amencan Institute in Chicago. Asian American Justice Center in Washington. D.C. and Asian Law Caucus in San Francisco 

\ 
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The documentation submitted in support of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's application 
demonstrates that her eligibility pursuant to the requirements above: 

1) Immigration Status 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza entered the United States without inspection 

through San Diego, California in July 1993. 

2) Age Requirement 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza is over the age of 15 and was under the age of 31 

on June 15, 2012, and is eligible to apply for deferred action. She is 
currently 21 years of age. 

b. Please see attached as Exhibit A, a copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's 
passport and a copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's Mexican consular ID 
card. 

3) Age at Arri val 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza entered the United States before the age of 16. She 

entered the United States through San Diego, California in July 1993 when 
she was two years old. 

b. Please see as Exhibit B, a copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's immunization 
records which establishes her entry before the age of 16. 

4) Continuous Residence Since June 15, 2007 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza has not left the United States since her entry in 

July 1993. 
b. Please see attached as Exhibit C copies of documents to demonstrate her 

continuous residence since June 15, 2007, which include: high school 
transcripts, undergraduate transcripts, and bank account statements. 

5) Physical Presence on June 15, 2012 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza was present in the United States on June 15, 2012. 
b. Please refer to Exhibit C for her bank account statements for the period of 

June 12, 2012 to July 11, 2012 to demonstrate her check card purchases 
within the United States. 

6) Education 
a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza is a high school graduate from Garfield High, and 

is currently enrolled at Pomona College. 
b. Please see attached as Exhibit D for her high school diploma, and refer to 

Exhibit C for her current class schedule in college. 

7) Criminal History 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER 
Member of the Asian American Center for Advancing Justice 
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a. Ms. Chabolla Mendoza has never been arrested, charged, or convicted of 
any crime. Moreover, she does not otherwise pose a threat to national 
security or public safety. 

The enclosed documents establish Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's eligibility for relief under 
DACA. Copies of documents submitted are exact photocopies of unaltered original 
documents. If required, Ms. Chabolla Mendoza will submit original documents to an 
Immigration Official. 

Furthermore, Ms. Chabolla Mendoza is submitting the required fees of $465 for the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals application. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (213) 977-7500. Thank 
you in advance for your assistance. 

anasawat J. Satayaviboon 
Staff Attorney 
Asian Pacific American Legal Center 

Enclosures 

cc: File, Viridiana Sarahi Chabolla Mendoza 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER 
Member of the Asian America·n Center for Advancing Justice 
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INDEX OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR 
MARITZA JUNUEN ARCINIEGA CALDERON (DOB:-

EXHIBIT A: APPLICANT'S IDENTIFICATION & AGE 
I. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's passport identification page; 
3. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's Mexican Consular ID; 

EXHIBIT B: APPLICANT'S AGE & ARRIVAL BEFORE AGE 16 
1. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's immunization records; 

EXHIBIT C: APPLICANT'S CONTINUOUS RESIDENCE SINCE 6/ 15/2007 
1. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's high school transcripts; 
2. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's Pomona College transcripts; 
3. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's Wells Fargo banking statements; 

EXHIBIT D: APPLICANT'S CURRENT EDUCATION STATUS 
1. Copy of Ms. Chabolla Mendoza's high school diploma 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LEGAL CENTER 
Member of the Asian American Center for Advancing Justice 
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