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VS
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ÏNDEX TO EXAMINATION

Examinatíon Page No.

By Mr

By Ms

By Mr

Wardl-ow

Hint.on

6

94

Wardlow 97
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t- 1_ INDEX TO EXHIBÏTS

1-2

1-3 Exhibit No. Page No.

L4
Exhibit. 23 43

15 Handwritten Notes, Bates labeled
COA EMAIL 0000359 to 0000360

t6
Exhibit 24

E-mail
to Ms.

44
1-7 dated I/I2/15 from Ms. Dawson

Hickson, Subject: Press call
1_8

Exhibit. 25 64
19 E-mail correspondence with top e-maiI

dated 1-2 / 1,o / 1,4 f rom Ms . Hickson to
Mr, Godfrey20

2I Exhibit 26 69

zâ
E-mail correspondence with top e-mail
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Ms. Yancy, Ms. Hampton and Mr. Godfrey
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Exhibit. 27 15
24 E-mail dated ]-1"/24/a4 from Ms.

to several- recipients, Subj ecL :

of Fi-re Chief Kel-vin Coctrran

Hickson
Suspension
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On behal-f of the Plaintif f :

KEVïN H. THERIOT, Esq.
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(480) 444-OO2O
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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This is t,he

beginning of Media Number 1- in t,he

deposition of Nina Hickson in the matt,er of

Kelvin Cochran versus City of ALlanta,

et a-I. , case number 1:15-cv- 00477 . Today's

date is February 16t.h, 201-7 . The time on

the monitor is 9:54 a.m.

My name is Brandon Brantley and Irm

the videographer. The court reporter is
Suzanne Beasley. We are here with
Huseby Gl-obal- Litigation.

Counsel, please introduce yourselves,

after which the court reporter will swear

in the witness.

MR . !üARDLOW : Doug lVardlow,

Ken Connelly, Kevin Theriot.,

Christiana Holcomb and 'Jeana Hal-l-ock for
Plaintiff Kel-vin Cochran.

MS . HINTON: Kathryn Hinton for the

Defendants.

(rhe signature of the witness to the

deposit,ion was reserved. )

NINA HICKSON,

having been duly sworn, was examined and testified
as follows:
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EXAMÏNATÏON

BY MR. VIIARDLOVü:

O. My name is Doug Wardlow. I'11 be t,aking

your deposition t,oday. Could you state your name for
the record?

A. My name is Nina Romel-le Hickson.

a. Could you spell your middle name?

A. R-o-m-e-l--l--e.

0. So just a few introductory matt.ers. Have

you had your deposition taken before?

A. About 20 years ago.

O. Okay. So the court, reporter and the

videographer are going to be recording your answers

to my questions and my quest.íons, so itts important

to keep )/our answers -¡erbal- and l¡er)/ clear. The

courL report,er can't, record nods and gestures .

A. Right.

0. Try to keep everything verbal. Also,

please wait for me t,o finish asking a question before

you ans\^/er it so we don' t talk over each other. That

helps the court reporter as wel-l- and makes for a

creaner transcripc. rf a question ís unctear to you,

ask for me to clarify it. Does that sound okay?

A. That's fine.

0. If at any point you want to take a break,
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just. let me know, and I'11 finish the line of

questioning lrm on, and Lhen we can go ahead and take

a break. Does t,hat sound f air?

A. That sounds fair.

O. So if you respond to a quest,ion and then

five, ten, 15 minutes l-ater, âfl hour later you t,hink

of something you want to add, just go ahead and aL

any time, an appropriate Lime, let me know t.hat you

want to add something, clarify a question previously,

and go ahead and we'l-l- put that on the record. Does

that sound okay?

A. T/üi]l do.

0. Are you taking any medications or drugs of

any kind that might. make it difficult for you Lo

answer questions today?

A. No.

O. Are you under the inf l-uence of any

substance at all that woul-d influence your ability to

answer questions t,oday?

A. I am not.

O. Are you sick Loday?

O. Have you ever been party to a lawsuit?
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A. Irm sure I have, y€s.

0. Do you recal-l what those lawsuit,s were?

A. I'm sure I've been sued ín my official
capacít,y, but I canrt t,herers nothing specific

that. comes t.o mind, but Irve held various leadership

positions and have been named in litigation related

t,o t,hat .

O. Have you ever been sued in your personal

capacity?

A. Irve been let's see. I was in a

divorce, but lrm not a I think that's it.

O. Have you ever testífied in court?

A. Yes.

O. In what. matter?

A. My clivoree. Ancl there wa-s litigation when

I was the city at.torney for t.he City of East Point

where I had to provide some testimony.

O. And what did that involve?

A. It was an issue of whet,her I had accepted

service on behalf of the City of East, Point,. So it
was a matter of whet,her the court had proper

jurisoicÈion or baseci on whetirer I couici accepr

service on behalf of the city.

O. So you underst,and you're under oath and

that's
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O. Thank you for adding that.

So you understand you're under oaLh, and

the testimony you give today has the same import as

if you were testifying in a court of law?

A. I do.

O. Are you represent,ed today?

A. No, ï'm not.

O. Have you had any conversations with

counsel- for t,he city following the t.ime when you left
employment with the city about thís matt,er?

A. YesLerday.

O. And what, did you discuss?

MS. HINTON: Irle do represent her in

terms of her former managerial rol-e with

the city.
THE WITNESS: Okay.

MS. HINTON: So you can'L I mean,

she shoul-d not be speaking with respect, to

privileged communications .

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. Wit,h whom did you meet?

A. Your partner, David Gevertz I think is hís
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name.

O. Did you review any document,s in
preparation for this deposition?

A. The ethics code and my notes or copies

of notes that I'd taken.

O. Anything else?

A. No, that. was it .

O. How long have you been living in Atlanta?

A. Irve been in t.hat. house sínce Sept,ember of

2012. I'd been Itve lived in the met.ro Atlanta

area since August of '81 when I came to l-aw school,

with the exeeption of two years.

O. Where are you from originally?
A. Orangeburg, South Carolina.

O. Are you married?

A. ï am not.

O. Any children?

A. Yes. I have one daughter. Her name is
Lesr].e v].ctror]-a HlcKSon. sne ' s I t years oJ_o. I
adopted her in 2000.

a. What's the you mentioned that, you

att,ended l-aw school. Trlhat's the highest. level of

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
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schooling that you've completed?

A. My '.ID at Emory.

O. Where did you go to college?

A. Howard University.

O. What, was your major in?

A. .fournal ism .

O. And where did you go to law school-?

A. Pardon me?

0. Where did you go to law school-?

A. Here at Emory.

O. So tell a litt.le bit about your employment

history from the time t,hat, you left l-aw school- until
you entered employmenL with the city.

A. I finished Emory in May of !984.

Sept.ember of | 84 I began with t.he U. S . Department of

'Just,ice t,hrough the Attorney Generalts honors

program. I was with the Office of Immigrat,ion

Lit,igat,ion. I spent about eight months there and

then came back to Atl-anLa where I was an assistant

United States attorney in t,he civil division.
Aft.er then I went to a l-aw firm. It,

hras a l-abor and employment law firm called

Mack & Bernst.ein. It is now part of McGuireVloods. I
left while I was there, I was sent on l-oan to the

At,l-anta Housing Aut,hority and was its acting general
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counsel, then was hired as deputy general counsel,

and t,hen eventually became general counsel.

After t.hen I was with Atlanta Life
Insurance Company as the general counsel and vice

president f or human resources. Af t,er t.hen I went to

Primerica Financial- Services corporate office in

Du1uth where I was vice president and associate

general counsel.

Aft.er t,hen I was appointed to the

Fulton Count.y Juvenil-e Court. bench. After then I
spent a year in south Georgia as chief assist,ant

public defender for the Atlantic circuit, so I was

there about a year.

And then I came back and then was

general citv attorney for the City of East Poínt.

Served in that capaciLy unt.il I became act.ing city
manager, and I think I did that for six months.

And t,hen I was hired as the ethics officer
for t,he City of At.lanLa, which woufd have been, I
want to say May or ,June of 2012. Served in that

capaciLy until April of 2076, where I am now at the

Atianta Berti-.,ine as the vice presioent ano generai

counsel-.

T al-so was adjuncL professor at.

Emory University in the in the law school for
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1egal writing and research.

O. So it's fair Lo say you have a very broad

and deep experience in the }aw, including lit.igation
and service on the bench?

A. Yes.

O. And human resources, correct?

A. That's correct.

O. And just to be clear, so you st.arted your

position with t,he City of At.lanta in May or June of

2012?

A. That's correct.

O. And whaL was the tit.le of that posit.ion?

A. ELhics officer.

a. Did you hold any ot,her position with the

Cit,y of Atl-anta?

A. No, I have not.

O. So you r^¡ere ethics officer from May or

,June of 201-2 t,hrough April of 20L6?

A. That's correct.

a. And why did you leave employment with the

city in April of 2Ot6?

A. Because I had this opportuniLy at the

Beltl,ine.

O. So how did you decide to join the City of

Atl-anta?
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A. I was I was aware that there was an

opening in the ethics department, and I was contacted

by a headhunter, who was handling it pro bono, and

applied.

O. And you obviously need to be a lawyer for
t.he posit,ion of ethics officer?

A. It, requires their posit,ion requires a

law degree.

O. And that's because you need to be able to

understand ethics code and deal with legal matters?

A. I don't know that I woul-d say that's the

case. That,'s what t,hey decided, meaning the Board of

the City of Atl-ant,a, and the city council, when they

passed the legislat.ion, decided that. I think there

are other places where an ethics officer is not

required to have a law degree, but in t.his case there

is a requirement of a law degree.

O. But the board and the city decided it, was

important to have a law degree for the ethics officer
position in this city.

A. All I can say is t.hey made a decision to

nave r_r. wnerner rney rnougnr r_r was r_mporranr or

not, that, was the way that the role was written.

O. Did you rely on your law degree and lega1

knowledge and general familiarity with law in your
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posiLion as elhics officer?
A. r did.

O. So why don't you just t,ell me in your own

words about t,he dut.ies of the ethics offícer.
A. I -- I reported to a seven-member board

with my responsibilities involving províding

educat,ion and training on t,he ethics code, providing

advice and counsel when employees or citizen
representatives or public officials had quesLions

related t.o the ethics code.

I oversaw ínvestigat,ions where there were

complaints or anonymous complaints ot, you know,

on-the-record complaint,s of violations of the et,hícs

code. I supervised the associate ethics officer
and and the person who is now the business

manager, oversaw t.he f inancial disclosure process,

conduct,ed or helped to conduct the monLhly board

meetings

In general , Lhose are \^¡ere my

responsibilities as the ethics officer.

O. Anything el-se?

A. Itm sure there are other things, but

that's generally what, I did.

O. So you were educated and trained wíth

respect to the ethics code, advised and gave advice
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and counsel to employees, public officials and

members of t.he public

A. And citizen

O. with respect, to

A. vol-unteers who served on cit,y boards.

O. Okay. And cit,izen volunteers. Oversaw

complaint investigat,ions, supervised associate ethics

officer, and then you said also and the person who

is now the

A. business manager. She was I forgot

what her title was. She was essentially the

administrative person. But I got her position

promot,ed to business manager because she ran the

office.
O. So as business manager, vou oversaw her in

that, role as well?

A. Yes.

0. V{hat. was her name?

A. Sherry Dawson.

0. And whal was the name of the associate

ethics officer at the time?
î T-l^-- ñ-E---- - a -fL L]- ---f-!'. tJcl.IJl,r ÞeII99Vct. Þel-LJIe J- IeJ-L, LIleIe WdÞ

another position created, investigator attorney,

whose name is Carlos Santiago.

a. So Carl-os Santiago was an attorney?
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A. Well, he dídn't start as an attorney. He

came to me as a law student . He f inished l-aw school,

took t,he bar, eventually became an attorfrel, buL he

came f irst as an intern and t,hen as an investigator.

And then once he got his law degree, the title was

changed t,o invest,igaLor aLtorney.

O. And ,Jabu Sengova, was he or she an

attorney?

A. She ís an attorney, and she was t,here

prior to my coming.

O. And Sherry Dawson?

A. No, she is not.

O. So you oversaw at the end of your

tenurer )/ou \^rere overseeing two attorneys and one

non-attorney.

A. That's correct.

a. Vühat, \^rere t,he duties of the investigaL.or

attorney?

A. To actually conduct the investígations

when we got complaints. We had a we could get

complaint,s directly to us or through a hotline where

people could call anonymousl-y, and so he essent,iall-y

prepared or did the investigation along with the

associate ethics officer.

O. So those were siLuations where there would

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 17 of 143
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be a complaint brought. Lo you. Woul-d you make a

determínation as t.o whether there was need for an

invest.igat,ion before you went, forward with an

investigation?

A. ,Just I mean, just, sort of a cursory íf
whether the fact,s as stat.ed would const,it,ute a

violation of the et.hics code or if the complaint. was

over someone over whom we had jurisdiction.
Occasionally we would get complaint,s about mat,ters

that were more appropriately human resources or it
may have invol-ved a neighborhood planning unit
disput,e, and we didn't. have jurisdiction over those,

or very limited jurisdiction.

O. So if you received a complaint and you

didntt have jurisdiction, you would dismiss the

complaint.?

A. We would write a letter saying t,hat, t,here

ísn't you know, that there isn't. a basis to move

forward on t.he matter. So I dontt. know that I would

say a dísmissal so much as just making them aware

that it wasntt a matter that. was within our
-: - ---.: - r .,: -L .I ^*J Lrr JÞ(lJULrLJr.l .

O. But you wouldn't move forward with
anything on the complaint. at. lhat point?

A. Generally, no.
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0. And you said also that you woul-d look aL

the fact,s to see whether

A. If the facts as st,ated, Lhat was the

cursory or Lhe preliminary review. If the facts as

staLed would const,it.ut,e a violation of the et.hics

code, then it would move to t,he investigatory stage.

O. And you vüould make a deLermination as to

whet,her the allegation or the fact allegaLions or

the facts as stated actually, if true, would violate
the code?

A. That. was the basis of my evaluation to

determine whether we move toward, 1zês.

O. And then you would hand t.he investigaLion

over to if you u/ere going t,o move forward, over to

Carlos Santíago to pursue?

A. Not necessarily. At the time, most of the

time it would go to Jabu Sengova and he woul-d provide

assist,ance t.o her, buL yes. Sometimes I conducted

the investigations depending on the workload.

a. So you also said that you helped conduct

monthly board meetings.

A. Yes.

O. Are you t,alking about the ethics board?

A. That's correct.

O. So why don't you t.ell me a little about
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your duties with respect helping conduct the monthly

board meetings.

A. Under the code the ethics board was

required t.o meet every third Thursday. It had to be

a tel-evised meetirg, so making sure we had t,he

appropriate room, that we had the technol-ogy or the

f olks f rom t,he city who did the broadcast, helping

the chair to set the agenda, making sure it was

appropriately posted pursuant to the Open Meetings

Act, speaking with the board chair abouL sett,ing the

agenda.

And so I would ans\^rer questions. I would

provide a monthly report and answer questions that
would aríse from the board.

0. So the monthly reporL would be a report on

the activities of your office
A. Yes.

O. during the month?

A. Yes. As well as the budget..

O. You said before that you províded advice

and counsel to employees and officials and

--..1 r-.1 ---^-,U I- L I- Z CIIÈ'

A. That's correct.

O. with respect. t,o the ethics code?

A. That,'s correct.
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0. Can you t.ell me a little bit more about,

t,hat?

A. Just t,hat I would get cal-ls or I'd have

people make appointments to ask for int.erpretat,ions

of the code or ask advice on whet,her something would

arise t.o or fall under the ethics code. So, I mean,

I woul-d hear f rom any number of people.

I was also contacLed by people who had

other questions that r/üere not ethics related, and I'd
have to tell them I coul-dn't provide them any advice

and counsel on that.

O. So you would get calls and contacts from

city employees who had questions about the ethics

code and you woul-d tell them whether or not, t.he

matter they're concerned about fell under lhe ethics

code?

A. If that was their question, yes.

O. And you would give t.hem an interpretation
of the code?

A. If it was appropriate for me to do so, I
would.

O. So you provided advice to employees about

how the At,lanta code of ethics may apply to their
situation?

A. If that's what they asked, Lhat's what I

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, trT AL.
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would do. I would also direct them, because the

oLher resource we had was our website where we had

formal advisory opinions in addition t.o the code of

ethics.

O. I 'm going to have the court, report,er place

in front of you what has been previously marked as

PIaint,if f 's Exhibit 1.

A. Thank you.

O. See on the front page of the document that

it is identified as captioned as 'rThe City of

At.l-anta Code of Ethics, Divisíon 2, Standards of

Conduct. " Do you see t,hat.?

A. Yes.

O. Is this part of the et,hics code?

A. I'm trying to see if this is the current.

version or not. I know there have been some

amendments. I'm not certain if this is the current

version. What Itm seeing is that this appears to be

the version as of 2002, but I believe there have been

some amendments.

O. Well, if you l-ook on if you look on the
Ll^.,: --l 1 ^L r - Ll^- Lt-.j --lLrrJ-ru l.,d.yç, yLJu ucrrr ÐEs IcL ' Þ Þec, LIlg LIIJ-IL| Pcr9c

of t,he exhibit .

A. Uh-huh.

O. Did you find that,? ï believe if you l-ook
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at the t.hird page and you

A. Okay. Yes.

O. See that?

A. Yeah.

0. Where it indicat,es 2016?

A. Yeah. Yeah. So that's those are the

last and that woul-d have been af t.er I lef t., so

this appears Lo be the current version of it. T

dontt, know if there has been any other amendmenLs,

but

O. And just to remind you, it's important. for
t.he court reporter and for a clear transcript that, we

not, talk over each other, so I'11- try not to talk
over you and if you coul-d try not to interrupt or

talk over me, I'd appreciate t.hat.. Does that sound

okay?

A. I agreed to that at the beginning.

O. So if you'd Lurn, please, Lo

SecLion 2-805, ethics officer.
A. Uh-huh.

a. And if you'd t.urn t,he page, 2-805 (d)

states that, "The duties of the ethics officer shall

include, but not be limit,ed Lo, t,he following. "

Could you just quickly revj-ew that list and confirm

that this is a list of duties that you performed as
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et.hics of f icer.
A. Yes. Irve reviewed it, and these are

among the duties t.hat I carried out as t.he ethics

officer.

O. Are there any additional dut,ies t,hat, are

not in this piece or that you did not previously talk
abouL that you'd like to add?

A. Only thing that's not clearly stated is
preparat.ion of the budget and having to defend it to

the city council. I don't see that.

0. If you look under subparagraph 7 under D,

it says one of the duties is to notify the subject of

a report of any alleged violation of t.he et.hics code.

A. Uh-huh, 1r€s.

a. So t,hat means if a if a report was made

about a possible violat,ion, you would teII the person

that \^/as involved in the violation about the problem?

A. I woul-d send a formal- notice.

O. And under subparagraph 8, it states that

you would notify the Board of Ethics of any report of

an alleged violaLion of the ethics code that you

-:--^^l Ll^-L ^=LôICUCl-VELI. IÈ' LIICIL UUIIEULf

A. That's correct.

O. So you would relay any report, of an

alleged ethics code violation to the board?
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A. That's correcL.

O. And then the next, subparagraph 9,

"Reporting, as appropriate, suspected ethical

viol-ations to the city board of ethics. t'

Does that mean that you would t,ell t,he

board if you yourself came upon information that led

you to believe there was a possible ethics violation?

A. Yes.

O. So you woul-d tell the board about or

report to the board of possible eLhics violations
either of report.s that were made to you from

cítízens, employees or public officials
A. Or on t.he hot.line.

O. or on t,he hot,line, and you woul-d report

to the board anyühing that you yoursel-f suspected

that would be a possible ethics violation; is that

correct?

A. That is correct.

O. And what would the board do with that

information?

A. It depends. It just depends. I mean,

they didn't conduct investigations. Iirle woul-d have to

conduct them.

My responsibility was t,o make them ahlare,

so it, might have been a part of my monthly report, iL
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might. have been whether t,hat was written or oral-,

but they would just receive the information. They

didn't act unt.il I made some formal- \^re were at a

stage, eit,her beyond probable cause or at a stage

that. required board action.

O. And at what stage would board action

generally be required?

A. If as a result of an investigation we

determined or believed that there was probable cause

and the person did not and they disagreed with

that finding, Lhen that's a mat,t,er that would come

bef ore the board t.hrough a probable cause hearing.

I¡'That. would often happen is once we talked

to t,he person and showed them what we had in terms of

probable cause, wê would give t.hem an opportunit.y t,o

at,tempt, t,o resolve t.he matter. But in any evenL,

whether they resol-ved it or it went to probable cause

hearing, the final determination was made by the

Board of Ethics.

a. When you said you would all-ow t.he

individual to 'rresolve t.he mattêr, " how what did

you rrleair by LïraL? ät-¡w uarr d person resoive Lïre

matter?

A. In other words, if t.hey if they admit

yês, this occurred and I also admit that this is
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probable cause to believe I violated t,he ethics code,

then the discussion woul-d become, all right,, Lhese

are t,he potential sanct,ions. And we would negotiate

pretty much as to whether they lvoul-d agree to enter

into a consent agreement, which was still subject, to

approval of the et.hics board, but we woul-d negotiate

a resol-ution where they woul-d admit, because we \,ve

as a practice did not enable resolution unless there

was an admissíon of an ethics violation.

0. So if a person admits an et.hics viol-ation

after yourve done your preliminary investigation and

brought, this t.o them

A. Uh-huh.

O. you r^roul-d ent,er int,o a negotiation with

t,hem and

A. If thatts what they wished to do. If they

didn't,, then we'd go t,hrough t,he process of t.he

actual probable cause hearing.

O. BuL if they if they opted to negotiate,

you would do t.hat and come up with some kínd of

sanction, allowable sanction?

A. Well, w€ woul-d we woul-d recommend it.
The board woul-d have to approve it, but we woul-d

recommend a sanction.

a. So whatever agreement you came to, the
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board woul-d t.hen approve?

A. Pardon me?

O. Whatever agreement you came Lo, t.he board

would then be able t.o approve or disapprove?

A. That's correct.

O. And if they if t,he person involved in
the matter did not, want. t.o negotiat,e, then it would

go to the board for a formal probable cause hearing?

A. Thatts correct.

a. And then what was the process from that
point ?

A. At t.hat point. t.here would be a hearing

where we'd have to cal-I witnesses and present.

evidence and the person who was accused woul-d have

t.hat. same opportunity, and the board would determine

whether or not probable cause existed t.o move t.o the

next stage, which would be an actual- formal hearing

on the charges.

O. Okay. So there would be an initial
probable cause hearing.

A. Uh-huh.
n*l Ll^^.^ ^ ^Ê^--*^'1 l^^^-^.:-- L1-^ ^l^--^-^-v . ñ.IrL.[ Lllclr cr r \Jr lr.l.ct J- rrccrr J-IIV r-,,II LIIe ullcrl. y g Þ .

A. Tf if t,he board determined probable

cause existed.

O. And t.hen was t,here a separat,e hearing on
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sanctions then after that or was t,hat. part of the

A. It could be handled either u/ay. It. could

be a part of the actual formal hearing or they could

request that it be held separately. It was just up

to what t,he individual requested and what the board

was willing to do.

O. But. at all times t.he individual accused

had notice of the charges and an opportunity to be

heard

A. Yes.

O. in these formal- hearings?

A. That's correct.

O. So any person who was the subject of a

report that you made to the board about a possible

ethics violation, if that ethics violation went

through your preliminary investígatory process and

led to and you weren'L abl-e to negotiate something

with them, t,hen t,hat person would have not.ice and

opportunity to be heard?

A. That's correct.

O. Is there any time you can think of where a

person suspected of a possible et.hics violation would

not be given t,hat. process, notice and opportunity to

be heard?

A. A person suspected of a I mean, that's
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kind of broad. Because a lot of people are suspected

of violaLions.

0. Let me rephrase. Thank you.

Any person for whom you made the

preliminary investigation to determine that there

could be probable cause

A. Yes.

O. was there any time when a person at.

that stage would not be given notice and opportunity

to be heard?

A. Not that lrm aware of.

O. So that woul-d that, would violate the

code of et.hícs, to fol-l-ow that t,o not give notice

and opportunity to be heard?

A. Well-, I mean, it's a due process

MS. HINTON: Object to the form.

THE V{ITNESS: -- yeah, j-t's a due

process issue. They need to have not,ice

and an opportunity to be heard.

I apologíze.

BY MR. WARDLOVü:

^ 
r^Lr- -.1---r L^11- - 1.,:L!.1^ l^.,1L -l^^--Lv. rrcL Þ JLrÞu LclrJ\ cr. -Lr-LLJC LJJ-L tltul-ç ctIJ(JtlL

that preliminary investigat,ion of an ethics

complaint.

A. Uh-huh.
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O. So what, exactly were you trying to

determine during during a preliminary

investigation?

A. Whether t,he actions, if as stat,ed by t.he

complainant, or whoever made t,he al1egat.ion,

constituted a viol-ation of the ethics code , or what's

al-so known as the standard of conduct..

So, I mean, the preliminary evaluation was

if we agreed with what you say is true, is this a

violation of the ethics code, if we determined that

that was the case, then we would go further to

determine if we had additional information that woul-d

support or refute the allegations that \^rere made,

that those may be through interviews, it may be

through documents. You know, lve would pursue it t,o

determine whether t.here was anyt,hing Lo substant,iate

or corroborate what \^/as reported.

But we wouLd also gíve the person an

opportunity, once we had that, to say you know, to

explain or to provide evidence that may be

exculpatory or explanaLory.

O. So you would make an initial determination

about, probable cause before allowing the board to

review that.?

A. I don't know that I would put it

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 02116120t7 Page 31

www.huseby.com Husebyr lnc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 31 of 143



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

1_0

11

T2

13

I4

15

L6

L7

18

L9

20

2t

¿z

23

24

25

t,hat what I woul-d say is we would evaluate to

determíne whether we bel-ieved t.here was probable

cause. The board made the final probable cause

determination unl-ess the individual admitted and said

there is probable cause.

O. So did you ever receive any complaints

about possible ethics viol-at,ions regardíng

Chief Kelvin Cochran?

A. I'm not au/are of having received any

regarding Chief Kel-vin Cochran.

O. Would you have been a\^/are if such a

complaint had been made?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE VüITNESS: I mean, I woul-d know if
the person eit.her cal-led the hotline or

filed an actual complaint.

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. So if anyone called t,he hotline or filed
an actual complaint about a possible ethics violation
with respect to Chief Cochran, then you \^rould have

known about. it.?
I Tf -.:L l----------l l---^..:- L^------^ Ll-^
.eì. . r r J- L rrdPycrreLr Lrur rrr9 tlly LcrlLrr c crÞ Lrrc

et,hics officer, I woul-d have known about it, that's
correct.

O. And you never became aware of any any
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like that?

A. f rm not, aware of any involving

Chief Cochran. There were some coming out of his

depart,menL, but. I 'm not, aware of any that, direct.ly

impact.ed Chief Cochran.

O. So you're not aware of any possible ethics

violations or complaints where Chief Cochran was the

subject, of Lhe complaint,?

A. I'm not aware of any that occurred while I
was while I was the ethics officer for the city.

O. From May or .Tune of 201-2 through April of

20L6?

A. That's correct.

a. And you didn't report any possible ethics

viol-ations that you suspected Chief Cochran may have

committed to the board?

A. No.

O. And so t,hen you didn't, ever conduct, any

investigation of any possible ethics viol-ation for
Chief Cochran or that Chief Cochran was the subject

of?

A. Not that he was the subject of. There

were complaints t,hat arose about, the fire department,

and we investigated those, but not any where he was

directly implicated.
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O.

use in
officer?

Vfhat city-issued equipment do you have for
did you have for use in your job as ethics

A. A BlackBerry.

O. Is that a BlackBerry cell phone?

A. Yes.

O. So you coul-d make calls on it?
A. Yes.

O. Did you have a laptop computer?

A. Yes, but it was on a docking stat,ion that

remained in my office.

O. Did you ever remove it from the docking

station?

A. Maybe for repairs, but, I never took it
home.

O. Any other equipment that. you had?

A. No.

O. Did you have a cíty e-mail account.?

A. Yes, I did.

O. Did you ever use your BlackBerry, your

city BlackBerry or city e-mail- accounL or your

--: L-- .: 
--.----1 -1 --l-^l 1-*!^* E^-^ ^-^-^--1 -LuJ-Ly-J-ÞÞL¿Ë(l (IUUJLCLT J-ctPL(JP rUr ctrry PErÞUrrd-L L.l¡tc d.L

all?
A. If I did, it was occasional . Irm not.

ah¡are of any personal- weIl, maybe to call my

www.huseby.com
Charlotte
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daughter.

O. So you'd make occasional- cal-l-s to family

members on your cel-l phone?

A. Occasionally. It, was not, oft,en, because I
had two. I've been through this before, and I know

that it,'s import,ant t.o keep the stream separat,e,

part.icularly for open records purposes.

O. Did you ever send any personal- e-mails

from your City of Atlanta account?

A. It woul-d be rare. I'm not aware of any.

Most of the time

0. But you may have sent one or two?

A. I may have.

0. Have you ever

A. It's possible.

O. I apologíze.

Have you ever checked your Facebook

account from your city computer? Or do you have a

Facebook accounL personally?

A. I do have a Facebook accounL.

O. Did you ever check it from your city
computer?

A. I may have .

O. Probably?

A. I don't know about probably. I'm trying
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Lo t.hink the time period, because I got, a Facebook

account very l-ate. I may have. I'm not a\,\Iare.

I know that DO, I'l-l- take it back. I
know there were occasions t,hat I did check Facebook

because sometimes there was information relevant to

an ethics complaint. that would be cont.ained on

Facebook, so I know Itve checked not on mine, buL

I have checked Facebook from the city from the

city computer.

a. Have you ever typed up a personal document

or paid a bill or done anyt,hing like t,hat, using your

city computer?

A. I may have. Probably a bill, yeah.

O. Paid a bill online?

A. No, because I act,ually would go downstairs

and pay my water bill, so no, I didn't pay I
didn't pay I didn't use the city flo, I don't

t,hink so.

O. But iL ' s f aír t.o say that you r^/ould make

an occasional phone call- from a city cel-l- phone and

there may have been some very occasional personal use

-E ..-1 r-- -.---..1 -*^-rn9L yUl',¿r UJ Ly €qurPrrterrL- f

A. There may have been, but as I indicaLed,

because of the open records, I h¡as very aware that

all of that is city property subject t,o city use I
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mean, subject to being reviewed, and so I tried t,o

keep it separat.e.

O. And are you aware of anyone ever having

been disciplined for any incident,al use of

city-issued equipmenL for personal use?

A. How are you defining "incidentaL"?

0. Along the lines of what you were

describing that you used the city equipment for, just

as an occasional- bill being paid or a personal call
on a city cel-l phone.

A. I'm aware there have been instances of

discipline for use of city property. The frequency,

I mean, I wouldn't say it was incídental-. It, woul-d

have to have been something t.hat was pretty regular.

But more than likely, the concern woul-d have been if
they were using it, for personal- remunerat.ion. In

other words, if they were running a side business or

using t,heir using city resources to conduct

business that, \^/as not city that hlas not business

for which they were being paid, and there have been

situations where people have been disciplined for
that.

O. Can you think of any particul-ar instances?

A. Yes. I can't remember the names, but I'm
trying to Lhink of the department. It might have
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been permitt,ing. There \^ras a department. where

individuals were using the city the city phone as

well as e-mails to conduct a business where they were

reproducing t,hey were doing print,ing jobs, and

they were doing fraudulent GEDs, fraudulent mort.gage

st,at.ements, other of f icial staLements . And I can' t
remember the depart,ment, but, t,hey t.hey had a

scheme going where they were using it to make to

make money.

O. Well, that is very disturbing.

Did so then t,hat \^/as a case where there

was fraud going on. There hiere other issues other

than just the use of city equipment., it sounds l-ike,

right?

A. That was a sit.uat.ion where t.here

was yes. I know t.here were cases involving city
officials where there was the use of a telephone and

city equipment to support a high school- reunion,

which woul-d have been a viol-ation, where they used

city st,aff to actually do the work, to plan and carry

out their high school reunion, which was a violation
-C Ll-- -Ll-l --- ----a-(JL LIIC C LIIIUÞ| U(J(JE .

0. So these were instances the instances

youtre talking about were instances where t,here was a

complaint made to you as ethics officer or an ethical

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 38

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 38 of 143



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

11-

T2

13

t4

15

76

T7

18

L9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

violat.ion was at issue?

A. There was another ethical violation, but

that as a result of an investigation, we determined

t.hat, t.hese other things were going on. That wasnr t
t,he subject of the ethics investigat.ion

preliminarily.

O. But in t,he investigation process you f ound

out abouL those other things. And then t,hose are

other Lhose ot,her things are also ethical
violations?

A. Yes.

O. And t,hose persons would either get some

kind of a negotiat,ed agreement or a

A. Not necessarily. They woul-d

O. or a notíce and a hearing?

A. It depends. In t,he case of the city
council- person, they were given an opportunity to

negotiat,e a resolution, but they had t.o admit to the

violations.
As rel-at,es to those other individuals, a

lot of that came out as a resul-t, of a criminal

investigation that, did not come to us. It was

initially a the compliance office for the city was

handling that, and t,he report was then forwarded to

us.
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So we didn't. actually conduct the

investigation, but, once t,hey conducted and did what,

they did, then we were asked to look at it for any

ethical violat.ion.

O. But any individual who was t,he subj ect of

an ethics investigation where either there had been a

complaint of or investigation that revealed possible

ethics violations ínvolving t.he use of city
resources, those persons would have eit.her been able

to negot.iate something or t,hey would have been given

an opportunity to be heard in a hearing?

A. If it was if it rose to the level of an

ethics I mean, âfl ethics violation. In other

words, if \^re recej-ved a formal complaint or received

a hot,line complaint and we investiqated and made that

det.ermination, then y€s, but,, I mean, t,here was no

way with 8,000 employees that \^re would have

affirmatively gone out. and we woul-d know every

instance or everybody who was doing something wrong.

0. Right. But, if you were in t,he process of

invest.igation and you discovered these ethical
n ñ.j ..1^Lfr. ÑrgrrL.

0. issues involving t,he use of city
resources

A. Ríght.
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0. and it rose to the level- where you made

a determination that yes, this is there's

probably there may be probable cause here

A. Yes.

O. then those persons would get a hearing?

A. They would get notice of t,he and then

if they hranted a hearing, they would get a hearing.

O. To your knowledge, was anyone ever

punished or sanct,ioned for any incidental use of city
equipment or property?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE T¡üTTNESS: Yeah, t.hat.'s kínd of

broad. I dontL know, first of all, how

youtre defining "incidental,rr and secondly,

I would be aware of what was going on ín

t,erms of ethics. I don't know on a human

resources I didn't you know, what

might have happened on a human resources

Ievel. I just, am aware of what would have

happened from an eLhical- sLandpoint.

And while I was there, that was not

typically the case. It might, have come out

in an investigation. It would be one of

several- et,hics charges.

BY MR. WARDLOT¡ü :
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O. So youtre not aware of any case where

t,here was a single ethics charge of use of city
equipment, for personal reasons and that, led to
punishment or sanction?

A. I'm not going to agree t,o t.hat, because I
know we had a council person who, for instance, used

t.he e-mail rel-ated t.o campaigning or they \^Iere

combining their campaigning with their work as a city
council person, and we would have werve taken

action ín that regard, or if they used city employees

to do work that was outside of their city business.

So I can't say that I'm not aware of it or

that where it happened there wasnrt some kind of

action taken. Yeah, that's as far as I can go with

that.

O. Are you aware of any sit.uation

A. Oh, I do know t.here was a situation in
permitting where we had an indívidual who was

soliciting on behalf of her daughter, who was

selling who was asking for contributions for a

Peop1e to People program or something, but she was

^1 -l---- lL Ll--------I- Ll-^ --lr-- ^ -^-.:l ---11 --lr--u(JIIr9 J-L LIrIL)Ugrr Lrrç Uft-y e-lllcLrJ- ctÞ werr ctÐ LJtr uaLy

time and with people who were doing cíty business,

and we did take an action with t,hat,.

O. Do you recall the name of that person?
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A. No. It's a young lady, but I can't, t,hink

of her name right now.

O. Do you remember what the sanction \^Ias?

Vrlas there a formal- hearing?

A. She ended there was a probable cause

hearing, and then afterwards she ended up once

probable cause u/as determined, she did end up

negotiating a resol-ution and the board accepted it.
I know she had a fine to pay and a reprímand that

went to her personnel file, but I can't recall what

t.he amount was.

O. So she was given notice and opport.unity to

be heard and she received a fine and a reprimand?

A. That's correct,.

O. Did you ever talk to Chief Cochran about,

his plan to aut.hor a book ent,it,led Who Told You That

You Were Naked?

A. No.

O. Did you ever have any conversaLions with

Chief Cochran about the possibility that, he woul-d be

authoring a book?

A. Yes.

(Exhibit 23 was marked for
ident ification. )
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BY MR. VIARDLOhI:

O. I 'm going to have t.he courL reporter seL

in front of you what, will be marked as Plaintiff's
Exhibit 23. This is a two-page document, showing

handwritten noLes. Is t.his your handwrit.ing?

A. It is my handwriting, buL t,hese were t,wo

separate documents. They were not together.

O. So these two pages are your notes?

A. They are my notes. And then there's a

st.icky not,e and that 's a separate that would be a

third separate documenL.

O. So this on t,he f irst, page here

A. Yes.

O. it, says , "1/ C 10 : 34 a. m. rr IL ' s dated

the 31-st of October,2012. Do you see t.hat?

A. Yes.

O. And I believe it says, "Advise regarding

non-cíty-related book he is authoring. " Is that a

reference to Chief Cochran's a book?

A. That's a reference to a conversation I had

with Chief Cochran, yes.

a. Ärrd LÌraL's Lire bc.¡r-.¡k e¡rLiLieci !'üÌrc.¡ Tc;id ïou

That You Vüere Naked?

A. No. No, because I didn't know I was

not given a title. What I was told was he t.here
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\^/as a leadership book that he \^/as authoring. But I
\^ras never gíven a t,it.Ie or a conLent. other than

l-eadership.

O. If he came to you well-, f irst of all,
did he contact you about this matLer?

A. He cal-l-ed me. This indicates it, was a

telephone call-. He call-ed me.

O. And whaL did he say?

A. My memory was that he was writing a

non-city book on leadership, and was this a matter

that t,he ethics that. the ethics board woul-d be

concerned about or would t.his fall under t,he ethics

code? That was my underst.anding of his question.

And so I said yes.

And he said, well -- as I recall, he said

it wasn't happening anytime soon, but he woul-d geL

back with me in about six months. That was the

ext,ent. of it . Or L.hat ' s what I remember.

(Exhibit 24 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. WARDLOüI:

O. f 'm placing in front, of you what will be

marked as Plaintiffts Exhíbit 24. This is an e-mail

from Sherry Dawson to you

A. Uh-huh.
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O. dated December 72Lh, 2015; is that.

correct?

A. That.'s what it appears Lo be, !€s.
O. Do you have any reason to doubt the

authenticity of t,his document?

A. I don't see any reason to doubt it, no.

0. Would you read the document to yourself

and confirm that it is what it purports t,o be?

A. I mean, it speaks for itself. Yeah, I
don't, have any reason to bel-ieve it's not an accurate

document.

O. It refers t,o a call that you or your

of f ice received f rom ,John Roberts of Fox News; is
that correct?

A. That,'s correct.

O. Did you ever call Mr. Roberts back?

A. r did.

O. And what did you talk about?

A. He asked about at this point, it was in
the press that about Chief Cochran's book, and I
don't know íf he had been disciplined at this point,
1^--L T l---^-- l^ ------1--1 ã^ 1^^ ^-f-.iLr.lL J- jlrrLJW rre wd'Þ Èjt¡ÞycllugLr. ')U llc wcrÈr ctÞJ!J-rry 1ilc

about. that as well as what the et.hics code, how it,

applied to this situation.

O. Moving off the document for a moment, did
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you ever have any conversations with chief cochran

about a mul-t,il-evel- marketing venture?

A. Yeq.

a. And did you advise him t.o get. approval-

from the board about that vent,ure?

A. Yes.

O. And why did you advise him to do t,hat,?

A. Two reasons. It, was an ouLside actívity
where he would be earning some money, and because of

his l-evel-, under the code it wouLd have been a mat,t,er

that needed t,o be addressed by t,he Board of Ethics.

The second one, quiüe candidly, is that I
didn't understand the way it worked, and so I needed

an understanding of how it worked.

O. The way

A. In other words

O. The way the mul-tilevel- marketing

scheme worked?

A. Right,. Yeah. Yeah.

MS. HINTON: Let her finish.
THE WITNESS: Yes. Yes. I didn't

understand how t,hat, worked, but I knew with

mult.ilevel- marketing and the opportunity

for remuneraLion, that it's a matter, given

his l-evel-, that woul-d have had to come to
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t,he ethics board for sign-of f .

BY MR. VüARDLOV{:

0. So you made a det,erminat,ion that. t.his

coul-d be somet.hing falling with under under

Section 2-820 (d) of the ethics code, correct?

A. Let, me see if that's the section. You

said 820 (d) ?

O. Yep.

A. Yes.

0. And so you advised Chief Cochran and you

gave him advice that he shoul-d seek board approval

because t,his coul-d fall under 820 (d) ?

A. I 'm sure I didn' t I didn' t use t,he

language 820 (d) . I just told him this was

something because I see mv notes here, I told him

to clear it with the mayor and t,hen get authorízation

f rom t,he Board of Et,hics.

O. So so werre t,alking about the

multilevel marketing scheme. You al-so told him to

A. But it al-so said something about

mentioning and a book.
r.r-11 r1--¡ r-, -alrr------L Lt---- --1--L -1!-f9. Well, LrI¿r.L'Lr ul-ltereIIL Lt.tdrl wrld L LIJ-q

A. I don't, know if it's different or not.

0. Vüell, we' 11 geL to t,hat, . Did

A. Excuse me?
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0. I said we'll discuss that, and just t.ry to

stick your to the answers Lo the questions Irm

asking you. All right?

A. I was asking f was answering based on

what v/as on my notes, and so t,here was a mention of

the book as well as t,he multi.

0. Oh, okay. Okay. But with respecL to the

mul-t,il-evel marketing scheme, you t,old him to clear

that with the mayor and to get board approval,

correct?

A. But I al-so mentioned there was a book in
here.

0. Yes.

A. So I thought somehow they might have been

rel-ated.

O. Oh, you thought the mul-tilevel- marketing

scheme and the book hrere relat.ed?

A. Yes.

O. So you're looking at Exhibit 23 there,

right, the notes?

A. The second page of 23.

O. Okay. So what you're referring to is the

top of the note. This is dated July 9th, 2013 ,

correct?

A. Right.
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O. At, 2222 p.m., right?

A. That's correct.

O. Tr'loul-d t.hat. be the time of a telephone call
from

A. That,'s from Chief Cochran.

O. Okay. And it says, rrFire Chief Cochran,

mentioning in book. " What, do you recall abouL that

note there?

A. Only thing I don't. I just remember

that for some reason I tied because of the

leadership part, I tied t.hat to a book as well- as

mult,ilevel marketing, that. t,here was some some

rel-ationship, but I canrt, recall what, he specifically
said. That,'s just, a note t.hat I t.ook, so I'm sure he

said something about a book. But T thought there was

a tie with t,he book and the mul-t,ileve} marketing.

But as I said, I didn't reaIly understand

how the how it worked based on how he was

explaining it.

O. How the multíl-evel- marketing scheme

worked or vent,ure worked?

A. Or. Or however the book worked I mean,

if there was a situation. I just didn't understand

what it was. I just knew that, he was talking about

making money through a multilevel- marketing, and

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 50

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 50 of 143



')

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 51

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

)

1-

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

l-0

11

L2

13

t4

1-5

t6

L7

18

T9

20

2T

22

23

24

25

basically it, wasnrt, anything t,hat hlas city related,

so it lvas a matter, given his level, Lhat would have

required board act,ion.

O. Not'/, \^/hen you l-ook back at t.he first page

of the notes

A. Uh-huh.

O. where it says that, you gave advice

regarding a non-city-rel-ated book, correct?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Ts t,hat. correct?

A. Yes.

O. And then he'll check back in about six

mont.hs; is t.hat, correct?

A. Right,. That's correct..

O. Did he ever check back?

A. I thought t,hatrs what t.his hlas.

O. The next page?

A. Yes.

O. so

A. It was beyond the six months, buL I really
thought these were reLated.

O. rrThese,rt you mean the two

A. The conversations.

O. So you had the first, conversation

Oct.ober 31st, 2012.
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A. Uh-huh.

a. Advice regarding t,he book.

A. Uh-huh.

O. And why did you tell him to check back in
about, six months?

A. I did not. He said he would check back in

six months.

O. What did you tell him about the book?

A. I answered his question, which was whether

this was a matter t,hat the ethics board would be

concerned with, 1r€s. He says, we1l, it's not going

t.o happen anytime soon, and I'11- check back with you

in six months.

But I interpreted the question as, is this
something that I would need to run by the ethics

board, that,'s the \^ray I took it. Because he said it.
was non-city related but, it was on leadership.

O. And so you advised him to

A. I didn't advise him of anything other than

to say that this is an ethics matter. I
didn't you know, and he said, okay, I don't

LTri¡rk Liris is rny rnernory, LÌraL iie ciicin' i; 'uTri¡rk i L

woul-d be happening anyt.ime soon and he would check

back with me in about six months.

O. So you did not, advise him that it,'s a
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matter that he should bring Lo the et,hics board?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE TiüITNESS : No. I Lold him that it
\^ras it, was a matter that the ethics

board woul-d be concerned with, but he

didn't the impression he gave me was

that this was something t,hat. he was

considering and is this something that

would come to the ethics board, that was

the question as I underst,ood ít.
I didn't underst.and that he already

had the book. I thought, he was

cont,emplating writing t,he book, and it ütas

a book about leadership. That's all he

told me.

BY MR. WARDLOVü:

a. Do you recal-l any other deLail-s about this
first conversat,ion on October 31st of 2012?

A. .Tust what Irve told you.

O. Turn to the second page of the notes, t,he

.Tuly 9th, 2013, not,es. Tell me everything that you

recaLl about your discussion wit,h Chief Cochran about

the book.

A. I just recall t,hat, I t.hought this ü/as

rel-ated t.o his initial call about a leadership book,
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then he went on to say something about a multiLevel

marketing mat,t.er where he would be receiving a

percent,age of lhe prof íts. And I told him at. t.hat

point, I didn' t underst.and it, but. but it, sounded

Lo me that it was something he needed to clear with

the mayor and that, it would definitely have to come

to the Board of Ethics given his l-evel- in the

organization.

a. What why did you tell him that he

needed to get. cl-earance from the mayor?

A. Because that,'s t.ypically the he

t,hat ' s who I understood he reported to. And our

practice is when something when you're talking
about. out,side remuneration, that it,'s something that.

has t.o be cleared with the supervisor. So t.o my

knowledge, that, was his supervisor and thaL's who he

needed to get it cleared with.

O. Is there a is there an et.hics code

provision t,hat. requires the supervisorrs approval on

something like this?

A. I'm not sure that t.here's an et,hics code

provisiott, buL I krruw orl uur wherr we do our

training and on t.he ethics pledge, w€ talk about if
you're doing something outside of your regular job,

t,hat, you need to go to your supervisor.
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So I'm not f don't I can't think of

a specific provision in here, but I know t,hat's the

practice.

O. And what's the basis for your

understanding that that's t,he practice?

A. Basically t,hat's the way it. \^/as done when

I got there. Itrs the \^ray we continued to do it.
And as I indicated, on our et.hics pledge, that's what,

we essentially say if it's outside employmenL,

because the supervisor needs to make t,he initial cut

of if there's a conflict of interest. We don't know

everything about a job.

So if they you know, if t.hey've

determined that there's a confl-icL, t,hen there's no

need for it to come to to the board.

O. So if there's no if therers no conf]ict
of interest between what,ever the outside services or

activities are and the job

A. Uh-huh.

O. then it doesn't need to come to the

board?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: No, that's not what I
said. That's not what I said.
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BY MR. WARDLOW:

0. Woul-d you cl-arify what you said?

A. What I said was, initially if there is a

conflict. of interest, t,hen it, probably doesn't, need

to come Lo Lhe board. There's a screening done at

the point of the of the supervisor. In ot,her

words, they shouldn't be abl-e to do it. They

woul-dn't be able to proceed.

O. If a person doesn't get approval from a

supervisor

A. Uh-huh.

O. and goes ahead with something and then

there's an ethics complaint, or a suspected et.hics

violat.ion

A. Uh-huh.

O. there woul-d be an investj-gation,

correct,?

A. That's correct.

MS. HINTON: Objection to form.

Go ahead.

BY MR. WARDLOVí :

O. i rur sc-:rry?

A. That's correct.

O. And then you did t,he whole process that we

t.alked about before?
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A. Yes.

MS . HINTON: Ob j ect. t,o f orm.

Werve been going about an hour, so

whenever you want t,o take a break, wê could

use one.

BY MR. WARDLOÏ¡{:

O. Do you recall Chief Cochran mentioning

that the book referred to in t,hese in your notes

was a faith-based book for Christian for Christian

men?

A. Not at all.

O. Do you recall asking him for a copy when

he was completed when the book was complet,ed?

A. What. f recal-l- was running into him in the

atrium in cíty hall and saying to him, I look forward

to reading your book.

O. And when \^ras t.his approximately?

A. That f don't know.

O. Do you know if it was after this second

note?

A. I would suspect it \^ras, but, I don't know

specifically. But, I do recal-l- saying that to him

based on my understanding it, was a l-eadership book.

O. Do you recal-l- anything el-se about t,hat

conversation in the atrium with Chief Cochran?
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A. No, just, T mean, it was a pleasant

conversation and just, I look forward to reading his

book.

O. And you said it probably occurred after
,July 9th, 2013?

A. I said probably, but I don't. know for
sure.

0. Now, if you told someone that they needed

ethics board approval

A. Uh-huh.

O. for something

A. Uh-huh.

O. would your notes t,ypically reflect
t.hat.?

A. I think they woul-d, typicafly.

O. Looking at the JuIy 9th, 20L3 notes where

it says "mentioning in bookrr - -

A. Uh-huh.

O. does that phrase jog your recollection
at all about the substance of the conversatíon you

had with Chíef Cochran?

A. I mearr, ilo more than what I've already

told you.

O. Do you recall Chief Cochran discussing

whether he coul-d mention the fact that he is the fíre

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 58

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 58 of 143



)

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ÄTLANTA, ET A.L.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 59

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - \ilashington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

1-

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

1-1

L2

13

t4

15

t6

t7

18

1,9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

chief of Atlanta was t,he fire chief of At,l-anta in

the authorship port,ion of the book?

A. I dontt recall- that. It's possible that

he did. But I don't recal-l-. That may be where t,hat

note comes from, but I don't

O. So that could be what "menLioning in book"

means?

A. It coul-d be. It coul-d be.

O. And t,hat coul-d be why you wrote

'rFire Chief Cochranr'?

A. Well, no, I just wouLd have thatts Lhe

vüay f woul-d have referred t,o him.

O. Do you remember at, t,he time of the second

conversation whet.her t,he book was completed or almost,

complet,ed?

A. He never mentioned whether it was

complet,ed or not. I was st,ill under the impression

he was thinking about writing it. I had no idea

there u/as a if t,here was a completed book.

O. At what point, did you become a\,\rare the

book was near completion or completed?

A. lrlhen it hit the news.

O. Were you aware that it was near completion

when you had a conversation in the atrium with

Chief Cochran?
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A. No. No.

O. But you were aware that he was acLively

working on the book at, t,hat point,?

A. No, I was not.

0. Why did you ask for a copy?

A. What I said was, I look forward t.o reading

it. I was it was a pleasantry. He said it was

about leadership. I'm aware of Chief Cochran's

reputation having worked with President Obama, so I
was lookíng forward to reading his book on

leadership.

0. Look at the first page of your notes.

There's a sticky note on there.

A. Right.

O. That appears to be attached to the

well, a photocopy of a sticky note

A. Uh-huh.

O. that is part of the document now.

And ít says is this your handwrit.ing on

t,he st,icky note as well?

A. Yes, it, is .

O. It sdys, "Lef t Iness¿ge wiLÌi Bob Godfrey at

10:48 a.m."; is that right?

A. That,'s correct .

O. "Monday, 24Lh November, 20I4tt; is that
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correct, ?

A. That's correct.

O. Do you recal-l- why you wrote that?

A. Yes. Because I had been told to cal-l

from city law to call Bob Godfrey.

MS. HINTON: Now, I just want t,o give

a 1it.t]e direction here.

THE WITNESS: Okay. That, might have

been privileged. Okay

MS. HINTON: No. I just don't want

you to talk about the substance

THE VüITNESS : Okay.

MS. HINTON: -- of any questions you

were get,t,ing

THE WITNESS: Okay.

MS. HINTON and what, you all
conveyed to eácfr oLher since Bob Godfrey is
employed as l-aw counsel.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Got it. Got it,.
I just. had received a message, and I

bel-ieve it \^ras from the city attorney,

Cathy Hampton, Lo reach ouL to Bob Godfrey,

that he needed to talk with me about my

communication with Chief Cochran. I left a

message that's what this indicaLes, I
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left a message because he wasnrt there when

I caIled.

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. And you did have subsequent conversat,ions

can Bob Godfrey

A. r did.

O. on that subject?

MS. HINTON: -- object to form.

I don't think you should talk about

t.he subject. of what. you discussed with

counsel.

THE WITNESS: I think you're trying
to preserve the privilege?

MS. HïNTON: Yes. Donrt answer.

Thank you.

BY MR. WARDLOV'I:

O. Do you remember anyLhing else at all about

your conversation with Chíef Cochran with respect to

the book that, you havenrt already told me?

A. No.

O. Did you discuss the advice you gave to

Cirief Cc¡chran c.r¡i OcLc-:ber' 31-st, 2012, with respect to

the book with anyone el-se?

A. That,'s kind of broad. That's a broad

question. I mean, âs she indicated, there may have
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been conversations with counsel-.

a. Around the t.ime of October 31st,, 2012?

A. No, no.

O. And wit,h respect to the advice you gave

Chief Cochran with respect to the book on .Iuly 9th,

2013, did you discuss that with anyone el-se other

than Chief Cochran around that time frame?

A. No, I don't think so.

O. Have you now tol-d me everything that, you

recal-1 about. your conversations with Chíef Cochran

about his book?

A. Yes.

MR. WARDLOV{: V'Ie can go ahead and

t.ake a break.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes

Media Number 1 in the deposítion of

Nina Hickson. We're off the record at

L1:06 a.m.

(A recess was t.aken. )

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This begíns Media

Number 2 in the deposition of Nina Hickson.

We are back on the record at l-]-:22 a.m.

BY MR. VTIARDLOV{:

O. The court reporter will place in fronL of

you what will be marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 24.
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(Of f -t,he-record discussion. )

MR. WARDLOW: My apologies. It,

should be 25.

(gxhi¡it 25 v/as marked for
identífication. )

BY MR. hÏARDLOhI:

O. So, Ms. Hickson, this is an e-mail- chain.

The top e-mail- chain is dated December 10t,h, 201-4,

and it appears to be from your city e-mail- account;

is t,hat. correct?

A. Yes.

O. Turn to t.he second page of the document,.

The l-owest e-mail on t.he chain is an e-mail from you

t.o .Tabu Sengova and Carl-os Santiago dated

November 20th, 201-4, correcL?

A. Yes.

O. In t,his e-mail- you asked ,Jabu Sengova and

Carl-os Sant.iago t,o put toget.her a short list of

advice, âîy advice given by t,he off ice, the ethics

of f ice, I assume, to Chief Cochran, correct,?

A. Uh-huh, that's correct.

O. And you say you want it, if posslble,

before the board meeting tonight,. Is that. referring
to an ethics board meeting?

A. Yes.
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0. That took place on November 20t,h, 2014?

A. That.'s correct.

a. Do you recal-l whaL the subject, of the

board discussion was?

A. No. I mean, the agenda's onl-ine, buL I
don't know what was discussed t,hat part,icular day. I
probably was anticipating a quest,ion or somet,hing,

but. I don't know.

O. Do you know why you want.ed to give the

board or why you wanted to have a compilation of

t.he advice given t,o Chief Cochran before the board

meeting?

A. I don't know, because I know this was the

subject of an open records request, and I believe it
was from the press, and so whatever I had contact

with the press, I would make the board aware so t.hey

woul-dn't be blind-sided if it came up.

But I don't know if that was the subject,

of t,his one. But I suspect it was because I got an

open records requesL.

O. And you suspect that there was some

contact with the press?

A. Yeah. Tllhat happened I know aL some

point they sent an open records request, about advice

that. was given Lo Chief Cochran.
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O. rtÏho did?

A. I don't, know who in the media, because I
got several. But once an Open Records Act request

comes, then you have to respond. And so what, t.he

media asked me for, that typícally meant whatever was

released was going Lo be publicized.

And so whenever I had media contact, I
would, âs a pract,ice, Iet the board know. And Irm

just I dontt know if that's what it was, but. T do

recall having a records request to t.hat. ef f ect.

O. Do you recal-l- whether this had anything to

do with the Chief Cochran's book?

A. I don't know if it had to do with his

book. I just know there was I don't know.

O. Do you recal-l anything else about the

subject matter of this e-mail?

A. No.

O. If you look to lhe first page of the

document

A. Uh-huh.

O. the next e-mail- up in t,he chain is a

C-^---- 
^---1 - -. J - ---IeÞIJ(JIT:,e L(J y(JU LI(Jlll \-ctl I(J:i ÞdIILJ-ctgU

A. Uh-huh.

0. on the same dry, Iat,er in t,he morning,

and Carl-os Sant iago says that, he searched the ethics
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dat.abase and there's just one píece of advice; is
t,hat, correct,?

A. Thatrs correct,.

O. And so the ethics database wou]d not,

would the ethics database include oral advice you'd

given to Chief Cochran?

A. No.

a. IL woul-d only include formal-, writ,L.en

advice?

A. It would only be formal-, written advice.

O. From the board or from you or from whom?

A. This one woul-d have been from my

predecessor, given the number. That's how she

numbered it. So may have been an e-mail-, it may have

been a l-etter, but it's somet.hing that woul-d have

been in print. and would have been in a file cabinet.

O. And this has not,híng t,o do with the book

then. This is f rom prior bef ore your t.ime at. the

Board of Ethics?

A. That's correct.

O. This advice that the e-mail- refers to?

A. Yes.

O. So the ethics database wouLd not include

any references to teleconferences you had or

telephone calls you had with Chief Cochran abouL his
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book?

A. No.

O. Look at the Lop e-mail chain

A. Uh-huh.

a. V'Tednesday, December 1-0th, 2014, from

you. You're forwarding on the e-mail- chain bel-ow to

Robert Godfrey. Do you recall- why you did t,hat,?

A. I'm sure because I was lrm sure he

asked me for it. I don't know if it was

MS. HINTON: Just again, ffiy same

instruction.
THE WITNESS: Okay.

MS. HINTON: Be careful about talking
abouL anything t.hat he advised you or

you know

THE VüITNESS : Okay.

MS. HINTON: -- the subject, of these

conversatíons.

THE V{ITNESS: Irm sure it was at his

request.

BY MR. V{ARDLOIII:

a. When dici you iirst iearn of

Chief Cochran's suspension from employment,?

A. On t.he ne\^rs, whenever it was reported on

the news.
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(Exhibit 26 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. The court report.er \^/i11 be placing in
front of you what, werve marked as Exhibit,

Plaintiff 's Exhibit 26. 0this is anoLher e-mail- from

your cit.y e-mail account dated November 24th, 2014;

is that correct?

A. Yes.

0. Now, looking at the top e-mail in t.he

two-e-mail chain here

A. Uh-huh.

O. it appears to be f rom you t.o

Yvonne Yancey, Cathy Hampton, and Robert Godfrey; is
that correct?

A. That's correct.

O. ,Just quickly read the e-mail to yourself

and l-et me know when you're done.

A. I'm done.

O. Have you reviewed t,his e-mail in
preparat,íon for this deposition?

A. No, but I read it.

O. Do you recal-l- this e-mail-?

A. I recall generally what \^ras going on,

yeah.
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O. Tell me generally what was going on.

A. Again, I had gotten a call from

Cathy Hampt,on indicaling that they needed to know if
Chief Cochran had come t.o me about, a book that he was

writing, and so I provided that information.

0. And are you aware that November 24th is
the day that Chief Cochran was suspended?

A. No, I dídn't recall- that. It makes sense,

but I didn't. recall the specific date.

O. Can you conf irm that everyt.hing t,hat you

stated to Ms. Yancy, Ms. Hampt,on, and Mr. Godfrey in

this e-mail is t,rut,hful and accurate?

A. The only thíng I may have a question about

is that third sentence. I know t.here had been he

had made a prior inquiry, but I -- you know, I don't

know if I specifically knew the date or if that was

something I was

O. Can you read that sentence?

A. rtPrior to my coming, Chief Cochran made an

inquiry in 2008 about authoring a leadership book. "

O. Oh, the third paragraph, not, lhe third
sentence.

A. Yeah, third paragraph. I'm sorry.

O. Everything el-se you maintain is accurate

and truthful?
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A. Yes, to t,he best of my knowledge that

0. So what yourre doing here is you're

forwarding the notes that you took regarding your

telephone conversat,ions on OcLober 31st, 2012, and

July 9th, 2013, to Yvonne Yancy, Cat,hy Hampton, and

Bob Godfrey, correct?

A. That's correct.

0. And the notes that, yourre att,aching, those

are t.he noL.es that werve marked as Exhibít, 23 ,

correct?

A. That's correct.

O. Not including the sticky not,e?

A. Not including the sticky note.

O. But the rest of Exhibit 23?

A. That,'s correct.

O. Do you recall any conversations with

Yvonne Yancy t,hat, you had about your notes around t,he

time of this e-mail?

A. I know I had a conversation with Yvonne,

and it probably would have been about the not,es. But

I know her inquiry Lo me was whether the chief had

talked to me about a book that he was writing.

a. And thatts what, prompted you to send this
e-maiL?

A. It was either t,hat, or Cat,hy asked me Lo do
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it, but one of them did.

O. So you had a conversation with

Yvonne Yancy about the book and why

A. About his request or his inquiry with

me about. a book, about writing a book.

O. Tell me everything t.hat you can remember

about, tha! conversat.ion.

A. It. t.racks there. All I could tell her was

this is what occurred and thís is what I know.

0. Do you know why she was asking you that

quest,ion?

A. T don't know the chronology. I know at

some point this hit the press, and I don't know if
this is prior to it hitting the press or afterwards.

But it \^ras there was just a flurry of activity, I
remember, related to to Chief Cochran, and that

\^¡as the question I got. But I can'L, recall if I had

a context or if she present,ed a cont,ext, at t,hat

point.

O. lrlhen you say "t,his hit, t,he press, " what

are you referring to as hitting the press?

A. Tire I krtuw Lhere was cove-rage ab<.ruL a

book that he wrote and a suspension, t.hat was so

just in general. I donrt know what the specific

topic was.
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O. Did you have any conversations with

Cathy Hampt,on about your notes?

A. I'm sure I did.

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

Don't. answer abouL the context.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Irm sure I did.

BY MR. I'üARDLOW :

a. What,'s Cathyts HampLon's position?

A. City attorney.

O. Yvonne Yancy is not an attorfiê!, correct?

A. That's correct.

O. She what's her positiona

A. Commissioner of human resources.

O. So did the commissioner of human resources

then talk t,o you about Chief Cochran' s suspension or

pending suspension in connecLion with this?

A. No.

O. How often do you talk to the commissioner

of human resources?

A. Not frequenLly.

a. How many times a year?

A. It,rs not f requent,, because typically, t,he

way her office was organized, she had deputies who

were assigned to different divisions, so the only

time I woul-d reach out, to her is if I was having
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dif f icult.y get.t.ing someLhing done, so it wasntt a

frequent occasion.

O. And she woul-dn't f requently reach out, to

you?

A. No.

O. But in t.his case, did she reach out to
you?

A. I'm pretty sure she either díd or Cathy

díd, one or the other. And they might have done it
together. I just

O. Do you remember anyt.hing else about the

subsLance of t.hat, conversat.ion?

A. No, just what. Irve t.old you.

O. Do you remember receiving a voice mail

message from Chief Cochran on November 24th, 2014,

the same date as this e-mail?

A. I either got a voice mail or a written
message from my staff, but I know yês, I remember

t.hat he cal-led.

O. Did you return his call?

A. I didn't.

O. Do y<-ru k¡r<-¡w wirai- ire was caiiing about?

A. No, I don't.

O. Did you at the tíme?

A. No.
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O. Why didn't you return hís call?

A. Probably because I'd already

been probably because they had me to talk with

Bob, and so I knew they !üere in t,he middle of

something and I just I didn'L \^Iant to I made a

judgment, not to call him back. It seemed like there

was some controversy, and I just didn't. cal-l-.

(Exhibit 27 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. VùARDLOVü:

O. The court. reporter will place in front of

you what will be marked as Exhibit 27.

,Just quickly l-ook back at Pl-aintif f 's
Exhíbit 26. That is an e-mail sent at ltz04 a.m. on

November 24th, 201-4, correct?

A. Right.

O. Later that same d"y, you sent another

e-mail, and t.hat, is Exhibit 27 . It, was sent aL on

November 24Lh, 201-4 at 4:48 p.m., correct?

A. Right.

O. And you sent it to a number of

individual-s. Are these individuals t,he members at

the time of Lhe Board of Ethics?

A. Yes, they are.

O. And the subject line of the e-mail reads,
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A. Right.

0. So presumably at this point you were a\^/are

of Chief Cochran's suspension?

A. Yes.

O. Okay. Now just, read the e-mail to
yourself, and let, me know when yourre finished.

A. Okay.

O. Is everything in this e-mail from you to

the Board of Ethics truthful and accurate?

A. It. was truthful based on what, I knew at

the time, |es.
O. So you're attaching t.he same notes

A. Right.

0. regarding Chief Cochran's conversation

about the non-city-related book to this e-mail,

correct?

A. That's correct,.

O. Nor,ü, you say in your e-mail here that your

notes do not indicate that the Chief followed up with

you six months l-ater, correct?

A. That's correct..

O. So that would suggest that looking back

at Exhibit 23, your notes that were attached Lo this
e-mail woul-d suggest that, the JuIy 9th, 20L3
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conversaL,ion was not a follow-up to the

October 31st, 20]-2 conversation?

A. I just said it wasntt six months laLer.

O. So are you mainLaining no\^I that it was

actual-ly nine months l-ater, and t,hatts why you said

that your notes don'L indicate that he followed up

wit,h you six months lat,er?

A. Thatrs correct.

O. So yourre saying that he had a subsequent

conversat,ion with you the next year about a

l-eadership book and a leadership organizaLion,

correct?

A. That's correct.

O. And he described the leadership

organizat.íon as a multilevel marketing organízalion;

is that correct?

A. That's correct..

O. And with respect to that, 1rott advised him

to get the mayorrs authorizai-ion?

A. Yes, and an opinion from t,he board.

a. And you said a f ormal- opinion.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Is that somet,hing different from an

informal opinion?

A. Right. The board doesn't give informal
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opinions. We give, meaning staff, would give

informal- opiníons, but t.he board, if t.hey are seeking

an opinion, it, is a formal opinion.

O. The book you are talking about. here

A. Uh-huh.

O. do you know whether that, is the book

entitl-ed Who Told You That You Were Naked?

A. I don't know.

O. So it could have been some other

l-eadership book in connect,ion with the multilevel
marketing organization he was talking about,?

A. It's possible.

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: It's possible.

BY MR. IüARDLOW:

O. Iiühy were you advising the ethics board

about, the notes in this situation on this date?

A. Because, âs I mentj-oned, whenever I got a

media inquiry or knew something was goíng to be on

the news, I would l-et the board know so they woul-dn't

be blind-sided.

a. And you learned the e-mail indicates

that Channel- 2 had run a story on t,hat day

A. Right.

O. about the suspension of Chief Cochran?
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A. Right. .

O. No\,v, in t,he second sentence you say that

you underst,and that Chief Cochran has been suspended

based on having authored a book that, conLains

language high perhaps highly crit,ical of

homosexuality and of distributing that book to his

work staf f . Is that what you writ.e there?

A. Yes.

O. And there may be some discussion of

Chief Cochran having sought advice from the ethics

office prior to authoring t,he book; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

O. That's what you wrote?

A. That, ' s what ' s in t,he e-mail- .

O. So you're then att,aching the notes because

they may relate to t,hat book, correct.?

A. No. I'm attaching Lhe notes because

thatts an indication of what I talked to
Chief Cochran about. I didn't know the only t,hing

I knew was that, it was a leadership book. I didn't,

know what, this other book or what the name of it,
so I woul-dn't tie necessarily the t,\^ro together.

But I had provided that, to the city, and I
may have even provided it through open records to

Channel 2, which is why I would have known t,hey were
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doing the story. But I know Lhere was open records

on this wit.h some media outlet.

a. And when yourre saying when you're

referring to rrthat,rr "provided LhaL, r' yourre talking
about the notes, Exhibit, 23?

A. That's correct.

O. And so you may have provided Lhose under

an open records request to Channel 2?

A. That,'s correct.

O. So you were ah¡are that the story would run

about the suspension?

A. At that point, I was.

a. Did you do you recal-l- any conversations

you had with anyone at Channel 2 about the suspension

of Chief Coehran?

A. No.

O. How did you come to know that t.hey woul-d

run a story?

A. Now, t.hat, ' s two separate questions . I
didn't, talk to Channel- 2 about the suspension of

Chief Cochran because I didn't I didn't have

anyt,hing to do with that.

What, I probably was and I don't know

who it \^ras . I rm sure I had an inquiry about whether

he had sought ethics advice about it, but I don't
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remember who the who the report,er woul-d have been.

O. So you had a media inquiry about. whether

Chief Cochran had sought ethics advice about the

book

A. Right.

O. entiuled Who Told You That You lVere

Naked?

A. No. I -- T -- you keep mentioning this

title. I didn't even know t,hat was the tit,le, so I
don't know. I just know that, t.here was an inquiry

about any ethics advice I would have provided to

Chief Cochran.

O. Do you recal-l- any other conversations you

had about the suspension of Chief Cochran with anyone

around this time?

A. As I indicat,ed, I dídn't, have a

conversation other than to reporL what I heard about

a suspension to the board, but rIO, T'm not aware of

anybody else I would have had a welI, counsel-.

0. Counsel for the city?

A. Yes.

(Exhibit 28 \,\Ias marked for
identification. )

BY MR. WARDLOIII:

O. The court reporter will place in front of
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you what. is going to be marked as Plaintiff's
Exhibit 28. So this document, Plaint.iff 's Exhibit

28, is another e-mail, and the top e-mail- in the

chaín ís f rom you t.o the Board of Ethics, correct,?

A. That's correct.

O. And that e-mail is dat,ed ,January 6th,

201-5, correct,?

A. That's correct.

O. And the e-mail below it in the same chain

is the e-maíl- lve just looked at

A. Right.

O. t,hat, I s marked as Exhibit, 27 , correct.?

A. That,'s correct.

O. Subject. line, "Regarding suspension of

Fire Chief Kefvin Cochran - f ollow-uÐ. rr correct?

A. That's correct.

O. So why \^rere you sending this e-mail- to the

board members?

A. Again, because my name and the ethics

office continued to come up during the discussions

about this matter. And so, again, I keep the board

informed so that they're not blind-sided about it.

O. You state t.hat, "As I previously reported,

I did not give any such authorization. I do not have

the authoriLy t,o do so. rr
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And t,here you ' re ref erring Lo authority to
publish a faith-based book"; is that correct,?

A. What. I was repeating was what he said,

t.hat I had given him aut,horization to publísh a

faith-based book and had even sought a copy. That's

his language. That.'s not my language, but that's
what he said.

O. rrHerr being Chief Cochran?

A. That's correcL.

O. And t.hen you're clarifying that, âs you

previously reported, you did not give authorization

and didn't have the authorit.y t.o do so; is that,

correct.?

A. Thatrs correct.

O. lrlhy do you say you didn't have the

authority to do so?

A. Because under the code, I didn't have the

authority to do so. I would have been usurping the

board's authority. They had the authority, but, noL

me.

a. But you r^rould have had auLhority to make a

preliminary determination as to whether something

like this fell under the ethics code, correct?

A. Whether it fell under the ethics code,

yes.
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O. And then whether the facts, if true, would

be somet,hing t,hat, would require ethics board

approval?

A. This never came to me in the context of an

ethics complaint.

O. So there was never any ethics complaint

about, Chief Cochran's faith-based book?

A. No.

O. And there was never any et.hics process

with respect to the book or Chief Cochran?

A. Not while I was there, flo.

0. And you do have the authority to give

advice on whether something is a matter that should

be brought to the board's attention under 820(d),

correet-, seet,ion?

A. Yes.

O. Did you have any conversations about the

terminat,ion of Chief Cochran around t.his time with

any of the members of the et.hics board?

A. Not Lhat, Itm aware of ot.her than reporting

ir.
O. Did anyone on the ethics board follow up

with you about t,his e-mail?

A. Not that I recal-l-.

O. Did anyone on the ethics board follow up
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\Àrith you about t,he previous e-mail- marked as

Exhíbit, 27?

A. I t,hink t,hat Pat Upshaw-Monteith may have,

because Pat, is the CEO of Leadership At.lanLa. And

the chief had gone through Leadership AtlanLa, as I
had, and so I know she was she had some feeling.

She was saddened by what was going on with

Chief Cochran, so that would that woul-d have been

what she relayed to me.

O. And that when was t,hat, conversaLion?

A. I don't know. It, woul-d have been aft.er I
sent this, but I don't know.

O. "This" being the November 24trh

A. Yes.

a. e-mail?

A. Plaintiff's Exhibit 27 , that's correct.

O. Do you remember anything else about that,

conversation?

A. No.

O. Did you have any other conversations with

anyone that you can recall around the time of either

of these t,wo e-mails abouL either the suspension or

the termination of Chief Cochran other than counsel?

A. Irm sure I did in the personal- capacity.

Since my name kept. coming up, Itm sure I was
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approached or f riends t,alked to me about it. My

daughter, because she heard it on the news. I mean,

those kinds of conversations.

a. Any other conversat.ions?

A. Other than with counsel-, ffiy board, and

wíth f riends, I think t.hat. covers it .

O. Do you remember any specific conversations

wít.h friends about this?

A. Yeah, only because they heard my name.

O. And why were they hearing your name?

A. Because he was saying my name in the

context of his press conference, yes.

0. Chief Cochran?

A. Yes.

O. And whal worrl-d yor-r tell yor,1r friencls?

A. That what he said wasn'L true. I didn't
have t,he authority, and I coul-dn't have given him

aut,horization to publish a book. And I certainly
didn' t know anything about t.he t.it.Ie or all I knew

was that it was a l-eadership book. But, what he saíd

about what I did was not true.

0. fn your note on .Iuly 9th, 2013, where it
ment,ions 'tmentioning in a book, " coul-d that be

related to Chief Cochranrs asking you to use his then

current, t,it,Ie fíre chief in the "About the Author"
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secLion of Lhe book?

MS. HINTON: Objection. Asked and

answered.

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. Go ahead and answer it anyway.

A. It's possíble. I donrt have a specific
memory of that., but it is possible.

O. So he may have been seeking your

authorization there with respect to mentioning his

t.ítle in the book?

MS. HINTON: Objection.

THE WITNESS: He may have been asking

my advice about it. I coul-dntt. authorize

mentioning in t.he book because f coul-dn't

authorize the book even, but, he may have

asked my advice about it. It's possible.

BY MR. WARDLOW:

O. Do you recall any advice you gave him

about that?

A. I don't. That.ts u/hy I say it's possible,

but, I don't. have any memory of tha!.

O. Did you ever see a copy or were you

ever given a copy of the investigative report, that

u/as issued on ,January 9th, 2075, regarding

Chief Cochran?
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A. I don't think I ever saw t,he full report,.

I think there were excerpts where they interviewed me

that I saw, but I never saw the full report.

O. Did you reviews those excerpts?

A. I'm pretty sure I did.

O. And you would have indicated t.o t.he people

you were communicating with about the report. if there

was anything in those excerpts that you t.hought was

incorrect?

A. I would have communicated with counsel-.

(Exhibit 29 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. V{ARDLOVTï:

O. The court reporter will place in front of

yor-r whal wiII be markecl a,s Pl-a-intiff 's Exhib,it 29.

This is an e-maíl- from you to John Roberts at

f oxnews. com on ,January 13th , 2015; is that, correct?

A. Yes.

0. Do you have any reason to doub! that you

sent this e-mail?

A. No.

O. And you are forwarding him the

investigative report, correct?

A. I woul-d have f orwarded whatever had been

released to the public, and I probably asked them for
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it because I didn't have it. But y€s, I was

forwardíng what,ever had been rel-eased. If they were

still in the investigative stage, it would have been

prot.ect,ed f rom open records, but at that point

O. So in the attachment it says line it,

says, rrLaw department invest,igat,ion regarding

Chief Cochran's book

A. Uh-huh.

O. 1,-9-l-5.PDF," right?

A. Uh-huh. Right .

O. And so that. woul-d be the January 9th,

201,5, invest,igative report public?

A. Vühatever was publicly released, t,hat's

what it that's what, it referred to.

O. When did you f irst get a copy of t,hat

investigative report?

A. When he asked me, when ,John asked me for
ir.

0. When did ,John ask you f or it ?

A. lVhat,ever t,hat, date is that. he call-ed me or

sometime around this time. I treated it as an open

records request, and I asked t,he law depart,ment f or

ir.
O. So if you look back at, Exhibit 24, that's

the e-mail ref erring on .Ianuary l-2iuin, 20t5, t,hat
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refers to a call t.hat you received from

John Roberts

A. Yes.

O. and that you were to ret.urn, correct?

A. Yes.

O. So you did ret,urn that cal-l you previously

test if ied, correct,?

A. That,'s correct.

O. And you discussed the termination of

Chíef Cochran?

A. I don't know t,hat, I -- I don't, know

because I don't know when the terminat,ion was. I do

know that he asked me as I indicaL.ed, my name

continued to come up. So he asked me about what \^ras

it that I had advised, had I advised him, and that

was the extent of my conversation with ,John Robert,s.

0. Did he

A. And then he asked for the investigative
report. So T said I would find out if it's been

publíc. And as I said, I treated it as open records.

Once they gave it to me, I forwarded it on t,o him.

O. So you t,old hiur t.hat you woulcl .[irrcl c.¡uL it
it was public?

A. I would find out. if there is a final one

that had been released, yes.

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Nina Hickson on 0211612017 Page 90

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 90 of 143



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

1-0

11

72

13

1"4

1_5

L6

1"7

18

T9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

O. So you were aware of a draft one?

A. WeIl, I mean, I didn't, know at what sLage

they were in the investigat,íon. I mean, typically
with investigative reports, you have a defense. You

don't provide those until the investigation is over.

And so Lo t.he extent there are drafts done in the

investigative process, !ês.
O. When did you become aware that there was

an investigative report being prepared?

A. I don't know. Whenever they interviewed

me. It's in there somewhere.

O. And then you never saw a copy of the

investigative report?

A. Not the enLire report. I saw the portion

that pertained to what I said.

a. And t.he first time that you saw

received a copy of the

A. CompleLe report.

O. final report was when you

A. Requested it,.

O. obtained it?
A. Right.

O. So when you obtained it per ,John Roberts '

requesL ?

A. Yes .
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O. And t,hat would have been on or about

,January 12th or 13th, 20L5?

A. That's correct.

O. Do you remember do you remember

anything else about, your conversation with

'John Roberts with Fox News?

A. There was somet.hing el-se, but. it wasnrL

about Chief Cochran, because he gave me some history
of having been in Atlanta and his career, but I don't

recal-l- the specifics other than he was talking about

his career.

a. Anything el-se?

A. That's all I remember.

O. Did you send the investigative report to
anyone else other than John Roberts?

A. I may have, but I don't recal-I that

specifically.
MR. WARDLOW: I think we can take a

break no\¡/, and then there shouldn't be too

much more.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is now

12 :02 p . m. V'le ' re of f the record.

(A recess was taken. )

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The üime is now

1:08 p.m. Werre now back on the record.
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BY MR. IVARDLOVü:

O. So earl-ier we talked about ethics

compl-aints that 1ed to a formal- investígatíon a

preliminary investigat.ion and then formal- process; do

you recaI1?

A. Yes.

0. Now, is there a place where all of the

board' s opinions with respect to ethics compl-aints

that are thaL go Lhrough t,he formal process and

resul-t in either a sanction or a dismissal-

formally

A. Uh-huh.

a. is there a place where all those

opinions are published?

A. On the website.

O. And that woul-d include a1l opinions with

respect to any ethics complaint that wasnrL either
resolved informally or otherwise taken care of

through a preliminary investigation?

A. The websit,e contains the final orders of

t,he board, and so if there was a settl-ement that had

to be approved by the board, Lhat woul-d be contained

on there. So that's the best way I can describe it,.

Final orders of t,he board are contained on the

website.
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O. So final orders of t,he board either
approving a set,tlement or sanctioning or dismissing?

A. That's correct.

MR. WARDLOW: Thanks. Thatrs all I
have .

THE WITNESS: Okay.

EXAMÏNATÏON

BY MS. HTNTON:

O. I have a few questions.

During your tenure as ethics offícer, Lo

your knowledge, did HR have t.he power to impose

discipline on cit.y employees with respect to conduct

t,hat might. al-so const.itute an ethics violation?
A- Yes.

MR. VüARDLOW: Obi ection Lo f orm.

BY MS. HINTON:

O. And did that happen while you were an

ethics officer?
A. Irm sure it did several t,imes.

O. Can you think of any specific example?

A. I -- not names, but I know we had some

inspectors who went through a disciplinary process

because they were extorting money and meals from

Manuel t s Tavern. They \^/ere supposed t,o be doing

the doíng the inspection of the grease traps, and
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they were doing that, so t,hat was a personnel- issue

as well as an et.hics issue.

In that matter, the human resources

process would proceed, and then the ethics board or

the ethics office may handle it from an ethics

st,andpoint. But t,hey're totally separate processes.

O. okay.

A. And some on some occasions, we woul-d

actually defer and all-ow them to finish their process

before we woul-d proceed with that.

0. To your knowl-edge when you were ethics

officer, was t,here any provision in the ethics code

t.hat required the Board of Ethics to act first with

respect to an employee in advance of HR or that

individual-' s supervisor?

A. No.

O. And in inst.ances in which HR or a

supervisor took action fírst, what effect would that

have on the boardrs authority to impose discipline?

A. It didn't have any effecL on their
authority to impose discipline. It may make a case

st,ronger that we had Lo make before the board, but

the boardts actions were Lotally separate from the

city's, meaning the HR department,rs actions.

O. Okay. And with respect to classified
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empl-oyees in the city, do you have an understandíng

of whether or not they are ent,itled to due process

rights on the HR side of things at the city?

A. Let. me just, say this. I haven't been in

local- government for a number of years. And as a

general rul-e, classified employees don't have hearing

rights as a general rul-e.

0. And does the classified or unclassified

status of an employee have any bearing on how they

are treated by the ethics board?

A. No.

O. lrlhat invol-vemenL, if any, did you have in
the decision to suspend Chief Cochran?

A. None .

O. How privy \^¡ere you to what Lhe mayor based

his decisions on wíth respect to the suspension of

Chief Cochran?

A. Only what was reported in the press. I
didn't have any I def initely didn't, have any

conversations with the mayor.

0. What invol-vement, if âûy, did you have in
the termination decision with respect to

Chief Cochran?

A. None .

O. And how privy were you to what the mayor
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based his declsion on

A. Only what

O. the termination?

A. I'm sorry. Only what,'s been reported in

the press. I haventt I don't, have any independent,

knowledge.

MS. HINTON: No further questions.

Thank you.

FURTHER EXAMINATION

BY MR. WARDLOVü:

a. Just one more question.

A. Uh-huh.

O. If an employee is sanctioned or ot,herwise

disciplined for a violation of Code of Ethics

Section 2-820 (d) , then they woul-d have received or

shoul-d receive the notice and opportunity to be heard

before the ethics board, correct.?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

You can ans\^/er.

THE WITNESS: You're going to have to

repeat it, because I canrt remember your

preface

MR. V'IARDLOVü: Would you read it back,

please?

(The record was read by the
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report.er. )

THE WITNESS: No, that's not, correct.
If there's a complaínt. t.hat goes through

Lhe et.hics process based on 2-820, t,hen

there woul-d be sanct,íons by t,he ethics

board.

But. if they use that as a means of

disciplining somebody on the HR side, the

ethics board woul-dn't have anyt.hing to do

with that.
BY MR. WARDLOVI:

O. So t.he HR side can interpret. t,he et,hics

code and apply it separately and independent.ly from

the independent et.hics board?

A. They ca-n. Now, whet-her it-'s wise or nol-

is a different story, but, t,hey can they can use

that as a basis for for dismissal. The board

doesn't have the authority t.o terminate or do

anything on a personnel level. All the board could

do was sanction or make recommendat,ions.

So Lo t,he ext,ent, any personnel acLion was

based on an et.hics violation, that.'s a determination

made by HR, not by the ethics board.

MR. V{ARDLOW: No further quest.ions.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes
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Media Number 2 in the video deposition of
Nina Hickson on February 16th , 201-7 . V'Ierre

of f the record at 1-2:1-6 p.m.

(Deposition was concl-uded at. 1,2 :1-6 p .m. )
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Pursuant to Rule 30(e) of tkre Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure and/or the Offj-cial- Code of Georgia
Annotated 9-11,-¡0 (e) any changes in form or substance
which you desire to make to your deposit,ion testimony
shall be entered upon the deposit.ion with a statement
of the reasons given for making them.

To assist you in making any such corrections,
please use the form below. If supplemental or
additional pages are necessary, please furnish same
and attach them to this errata sheet.

10

I, the undersigned, NINA HICKSON, do hereby
certify that I have read the foregoing depositj-on and
that. to t.he best of my knowledge said deposition is
true and accurate (with the exception of the
following corrections listed below) .1_ 1-
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14 Reason for change:
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CERT]F]CATE

GEORGTA

FULTON COUNTY

I hereby cert.ify that. t.he

foregoing deposition was reported, as

st.ated in t.he capLion, and the quest.ions

and ans\^/ers t,hereto \^rere reduced Lo the

written page under my direct.ion; t,hat the

foregoíng pages 1 through 99 represent a

true and correct transcript, of the evidence

given. I f urther cert.ify t.hat I am not in
any way financíally interest.ed in the

resr-rl t- of saicl- ca-se.

Pursuant to Rul-es and Regulations

of the Board of CourL Reporting of the

Judicial Council of Georgía, I make the

following disclosure:
I am a Georgia Certified Court

Reporter. I am here as an independent

contractor for Huseby, Inc.
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject

Dawson, She¡ry
Hickson, Nina

111212015 7:13:25 PM
Press call

Nina, please return callto John Roberts with Fox News. He wants to talk to you about the policy when publishing a
book and you are an official with the city. Also, he wants to talk to you about Chief Cochran. 202-365-2550

Sherry H. Dawson
Adm inístrative Analyst, 5r.
City of Atlanta I Ethics Office l68 Mitchell Street I Suite 12130 lAtlanta, Ceorgia 30303
Office: 4A 48 30 "63 8O I e-Fax: 404-546-9392 | sd aw son @ atl ant a$a.gov
We b s i te : h ft p : //wttttt¡t. atl a nt aet h i c s. o rg/

coA-EMAtLOO3824
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Hickson, Nina

From:
Sent:
To:

Hickson, Nina
Wednesday. December 10, 2014 1.:52 PM
6odfrey, Robert
FW: Chief CochranSubJect

Here is the reference to the advice sought in 2008,

Nina R. Hickson
Ethics Offlcer
68 Mitchell Street,5W
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

{4041 33s-19s7
Efax {404} 42A-6673
nrh ickson@atlantaga. eov
www.atla ntaethics.ors

Frcm: Santlago, Carlos R.

Sent: Thursdan November 2A,2At1 11:19 AM
To: Hic*son, Nína; Sengova, Jðbu
Subjecù RE: Chief Cochran

Hi Nina,

Upon searching the Éthics lnquirles databäsÊ dating back ts 2003, we only discovered one piece of advice dlrected to
Fire Chief Ketvin Cochran.

Below is the information we found. However, we were unable to locate the hard copy of the written advlce ln the file
cabinet under advice from 2008.

Case Number: EAO&061

Calle/s Name: Ketvin Cochran

Questlon Asked: May I provlde leadership training to fire departments under commitments made prior to coming to
City?

Response: Unable to locate hard copy of written response.

Advice Gîvenl March 3. 2008 by the Board of Ethlcs.

Let us know if you need anything else.

-Carlos

Confidential coA_EMAtL_0000361
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Carlos R. Santiago, Esq.

lnvestlgator I Âttorney
City of Atlanta I Ethîcs Off¡ce
68 Mitchell Street I Suite 12130 | Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Direct Une: {4041 330-6875 | E-mall: CRSantiacolôAtlantaGA-Goy
E-fan (4041589-5497

wcbsltq@

-Or¡gina¡ 
MessagE-

From: Hlckon, Nina
Sent: Thursday, Novembe r 2A,2O74 9:49 AM
To:Sengova, Jabu; Santiago, Carlos R.

Sublect €hiefCochran

Please compile a short líst of any advice given by the office to Chief Cochran. lt doesn't need to be perfect but I necd to
know what was askad, what was the reeponse, when the advice was given and by whom. lf possible, I need before Board
meeting tonight.

- 
Orig¡nal Message 

-From: Hick¡on, Nlna
Sen* Tuesday, November X8, ?014 01:12 PM
To: Sengora, Jabu; Santlago, Carlos R.

SubJech Winslow and Thomas

Just got off the phone with Antavius. Please fonrard any calls from him to r¡e. Also, please scan ths tnnscript from
Marshall Thornas' lnterview for me to look over. Also, please confirm that Ms. Winslow never indicated on her
Campalgn Dlsclosure thãt rh€ paid MarshallThomas forcampalgn work.

?

C0nfidentiâl coA_EMAtL_0000362
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Flíckson, Nina

From:
Selrl:
To:
Sublacf
Att¡chment¡:

Hickson, Nina
Monday, November 24,2014 1104 ÀM
Yancy, Yvonne Cowser {¡ryancy@AtlantaGa.Gov); Hampton, Cathy D.; Godfre¡ Robert
FW: Scanned from a Xerox Multifundion Device

Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Device.pdf

I have attached for your information notes that I took durlng 2 conversatlons that t had with Chief Cochran related to his
ãuthoring a no-city-relat€d book. our¡ñg the October 31, 2012 conversation he was callíng to seek advice about a "non-
c¡ty rêlâtêd book" that he would be authoring. He wanted to know íf this was something that needed to be discussed
with the Ethics Offlce. I told hlm that lt was. He ¡ndacâted thet he would be in touch w¡th me wlthin the nett 6 months.
My records do not indicate that he followed up during that time.

On July 9,29L3 he contacted me about mentionlng hls names ln a book and Indicated that it was a Leadershlp book. He

also asked questions about his lnvolvernent in ¿ Multi-Level Marketing Leadership Association from which he would
recelve â pêrcêntaÊe of the profits. I told him that he needed to clear that with the Mayor and then seek author¡zation
from the Board of Ethics.

Prior to my coming, Chief Cochran made an inquiry in 2008 about authoring a Leadership book.

lf I can provide any other information that would be helpful, please let me know.

Nlna R. Hlckson

Êthics Officer
68 MitchellStreet,5W
Atlanta,Georgia 30303

{4û41 33s.1957
Efax (494¡ 420-6673
nrhickson@atlantaEa.gov
www.atlantaethics.org

-or¡g¡nal 
Mersage-

From: xrx7655âud¡t@âtlantågâ.gov [mailtolxrxT65Saudit@atlantaga.govl
Sent: Monday, November 24,2Ð1410:59 AM
To¡ Hickson, Nina
Subject: Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Device

Please open the attached document, lt was scanned and ient to you using a Xerox Multifunction Device

Attachment File Type: pdf, Multi-Page

Multifunction Device Location:
Ðevice Name: XRX9C934E552347

For rnore lnformatlon on Xerox products and solutions, please visit http:1/www.xerox.com

I

â,(
EXlllBff

Conf¡dential ooA_EMATL_000036e

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 126   Filed 05/01/17   Page 140 of 143



Hickson Nina

From:
SenÈ
To:

Subject
At'tadrments:

Hickon, Nina
Monday, November 24,20L4 4:48 PM
'Caroline Tanner (caroline.t¡nner@hklaw.com)'; Brent Adams
(BrentAdams@privatebankofbuckhead.com); cscmusic@þgl¡5srrth.neS Shukura lngram
Millender (s.ingram@tktlaw.com); Kate Wasch (kate.wasch@legal.gatech.edu|
kai@yesgeorgia.org; Pat Upshaw-Monteith (PatUpshaw-
Monteith@ leadershipatlanta.org)
Suspension of Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran
Notes from Conversaiions with Chief Kelvin Cochran.pdf

Board Members:
I am wr¡ting to inform you of a story that wall run on Channel 2 today about the suspension of Chief Cochran. My
understanding is that Chief Cochran has been suspended based on having authared a book that cûnta¡ns language high
critical of homosexuality and of distributing that book to hls work staff. There may be some discussion of Chief Cachran
having sought advice from the Ethics Office prior to authoring this book. I have attãched the notes from rny two
conversations with Chief Cochran durlng whlch he lndlc¿ted he was ãuthor¡ng a "noncity'' related book but would be
coming back to me in 6 months to provide edditional informatlon. My notes do not lndlcate that he followed up with
me 6 months later. He did have ¡ subsequent conversation the next year about a Leadership book and a Leadershlp
organization, whích he descrlbed as a multi-level marketing organization where he would share in the profits. I advised
him to get the Mayo/s ãuthor¡zãt¡on and that he should seek a formal opinion from the Bo¿rd. He has yet to do so,

Please contåct me if you have any quest¡ons about this matter.

Nina R. Hickon
Fthics Officer
68 MitchellStreet, SW

Atlåntã, Georgla 30303

{404} 335-1e57
Efax {4041 420-6573
n rhickson@atlantaca.coy
www.ãtlentåeth¡cs.org

I

7

Confident¡al CoA_EMAIL_0000371
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To:
From

Sent:
Subject:

Hickson, Nina
'Caroline Tanner (caroline.tanner@hklaw.com)'; Brent Adams
(BrentAdams@privatebankofbuckhead.com); cscmusic@bellsouth.net; Shukura lngram Millender
(s.ingram@tkstlaw.com); Kate Wasch (kate.wasch@legal.gatech.edu); kai@yesgeorgia.org; Pat
Upshaw-Monteith (PatUpshaw-Monteith@leadershipatlanta.org);jessica@sternlawfirm.us
11612015 10:25:33 PM
RE: Suspension of Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran --FOLLOW UP

Board Members:
I am following up to inform you that the Mayor held a press conference today in which he announced that Chief
Cochran was terminated. Chief Cochran had a suþsequent news conference in which he stated, among other things,
that I had given him authorization to publish a faitlr-based book and had even sought a copy. As I previously reported,
I did not give any such authorization and did not have the authority to do so.
There is no dispnte. however, that Chief Cochran never informed the Mayor that he was publishing the book.

Nina R. Hickson
Ethics Officer
68 MitchellStreet, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 335-1957
Efax(404) 420-6673
w¡n¡¿.atlantaethics. o rg

From: Hickson, Nina
Sent: Monday, November 24,2074 4:zt8 PM

To: 'Caroline Tanner (caroline.tanner@hklaw.com)'; Brent Adams (BrentAdams@privatebankofbuckhead.com);
cscmusic@bellsouth.net; Shukura Ingram Millender (s.ingram@tkstlaw.com); Kate Wasch (kate.wasch@legal.gatech.edu);
kai@yesgeorgia.org; Pat Upshaw-Monteith (PatUpshaw-Monteith@leadershipatlanta.org)
Subject: Suspension of Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran

Board Members:
I am writing to inform you of a story that will run on Channel2 today abou¡t the suspension of Chief Cochran. My
understanding is that Chief Cochran has been suspended based on having authored a book that contains language
high critical of homosexuality and of distributing that book to his work staff. There may be some discussion of Chief
Cochran having sought advice from the Ethics Office prior to authoring this book. I have attached the notes from my
two conversations with Chief Cochran during which he indicated he was authoring a "noncity" related book bnt would
be coming back to me in 6 months to provide additional information. My notes do not indicate that he followed up with
me 6 months later. He did have a subsequent conversation the next year abor.f a Leadership book and a Leadership
organization, which he described as a multi-level marketing organization where he would share in the profits. I

advised him to get the Mayor's aúhorization and that he should seek a formal opinion from the Board. He has yet to
do so.

Please contact me if you have any questions aboú this matter

Nina R. Hickson
Ethics Officer
68 MitchellStreet, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 335-1e57
Efax (404) 420-6673
nrhi ckso Rrô atlantaqa. oov
w¡¡ru. atlantaethics. o rq
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:
Attachments:

Hickson, Nina
john. roberts@fo>mews.com
'l/1312015 7:58:26 PM
lnvestigative report
Law Department lnvestigation Re Chief Cochran Book, 1 -9- 1 5. pdf

Here is the report.

Nina R. Hickson
Ethics Officer
68 MitchellStreet, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 335-1e57
Efax(404) 420-6673
nrhickso r@atlantaqa. gov
u¡n¡rv. atlantaethi cs. o rg
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