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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the

beginníng of Media Number 1- in the

deposition of Mel-issa Mullinax in the

matter of Kelvin Cochran versus City of

Atl-anta, êt âf . , Case Number 1: l-5-cv- 00477 .

Today's date is February 23rd, 2017.

The time on the monitor is 9:38 a.m. My

name is Brandon Brantley. Irm the

videographer. The court reporter is
Suzanne Beasley. We are here with Huseby

Global Litigation.
Counsel-, please ínt,roduce yourselves,

after which the court reporter wíl-l swear

in t.he witness.

MS. HOLCOMB: Christiana Holcomb,

Ken Connelly and Kevin Theriot for the

Plaintiff Kelvin Cochran.

MS . HINTON: Kathryn Hinton for the

Defendants.

(The signature of t,he wit,ness Lo the

deposition was reserved. )

MELISSA .] . MULLINAX,

having been duly sworn, was examined and testified
as follows:
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EXAMINATÏON

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Good morning, Ms . Mull-inax.

A. How are you?

O. I'm well-, thank you. How are you?

A. Good.

O. ï'm Christiana Holcomb. Ttm one of the

attorneys representing the plaintiff Kelvin Cochran

in this case.

Ir,loul-d you please state and spell your full
legaI name?

A. Sure. It's Melissa June Mullinax.

M-e-1-i-s-s-a,.Tune, Mullinax, M-ü-1-1-i-n-a-x.

O. I'l-1 be taking your deposition loday.

Have you ever been deposed before?

A. Yes.

O. And in what situation?

A. In a case involving an Indian tribe in
Mississippi.

O. Vüell, I'd like to go ahead and go over a

few introductory mat.ters, just so that wetre on the

same page regarding the deposiLlon and tô make sure

you understand the procedure.

The courL reporter and the videographer

will be recording both my questions and your answers.
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As a resul-t, it ' s really important that neither one

of us talk over the other and that v\¡e t,hat, you

respond with verbal- responses. She canrt very well

record head shakes and nonverbal- cues.

Also I'11 try to wait, unt,il- you f inish
responding before I ask you the next question and I
ask t,hat you do t,he same for me, wait until I've
completed my question before providing your ans\^/er.

And if I ask a question that's unclear to
you, please just ask me to clarify it. I'l-l- be happy

to do so. And if at any point later in the

deposition you recal-l- something that you would like
to add to your answer, please go ahead and l-et me

know, and we'l-l- make sure you're able to do that at.

that, üime.

You've got water. We have coffee

availabl-e. If any point you need a break, please

just l-et. me know. I'l-1 go ahead and finish that l-ine

of questioning and then we can definitely take a

break. And Irll probably want one at some point, as

wel].

A. Okay.

O. Now I'm going to ask you a couple of

questions related just to your condit,ion t,oday. How

are you feeling?
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A.

o.

illness?

F'1ne.

Are you under a doctor's care for any

A. No.

0. Are you t,aking any medication or drugs

t,hat. might impair your ability to respond accurately

t,oday?

A. No.

O. Have you ever been a party to a l-awsuit

before?

A. No.

a. You said you had been deposed before?

A. (Witness nods head af f irmatively. )

O. Have you ever Lest,if ied in court.?

A. No.

0. And do you underst,and that you're under

oath today, and so the testimony that you provide is
of t.he same import as if you \^/ere testifying in a

court of law?

A. I do.

a. Did you review any documents in

prepa-r.dLiun for youl deposiIion Loday?

A. r did.

O. And what were they?

A. E-mails that I had sent and the ordinance.
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That's it.

O. Did you bring any documents with you

today?

A. In my briefcase, in my bag.

O. Do you have documents in your briefcase

related to the matter?

A. No.

O. Did you speak with anyone about your

deposition other than counsel?

A. No.

O. Now we're just going to move into some

general questions about your background. Illhat is
your address? Just city and state is fine.

A. Atl-anta, Georgia.

O. And how long have you lived in Atlanta?

A. My whole life.

O. Are you married?

A. No.

O. Do you profess any religious fait,h?

O. What's the highest level- of schooling that

yourve complet,ed?

A. A bachelor's.

a. And where did you go to college?

A. Agnes Scot.t College.
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O. And what was your major?

A. Political science and rel-igious studies.

O. Did you pursue any post,-bachelor studies?

A. I started law school, but didn't f inish.

0. Tell me about your employment, history.
,-Tust a brief overview is f ine.

A. I started my own firm almost right ouL of

college and ran that until 2009, when I sold it to a

firm in D.C. called The Edison Group. And then I
worked for this Indian t.ribe ín Mississippi until
20!I, and then I came to work for the mayor in 2012.

O. V'lhat type of firm?

A. It was a public affairs firm.

0. So you began working f or t,he Cít,y in 2012?

A. Uh-huh.

0. In what position?

A. I came on as the womenrs policy advisor

and then moved into communications in the mayorts

office for two years. And Lhen in August, of 2014

moved over t,o become his senior advisor.

0. Describe a litt,le bit about your position

cis Llie womenI s pol icy advisor , please .

A. At the tíme the mayor wanted to launch a

womenrs incubator, entrepreneurship incubat,or, and so

I came on to essentially put that program toget.her,
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t,he structure of that program. And I did that and

then moved into communications, so t.here was a hold

there.

O. And what were your responsíbilitíes in the

communications department?

A. I handled I was the sort of

amorphous because of just the nature of the office,
but, the operational- departments. Any major policy

initiatives or any complicat,ed press requests would

come to me for the operational departments. I was a

planner and st.rat,egist. and writer for the chief

operating officer.

0. All right. And so in August of 201,4 you

indicated you became senior advisor

A. Yes.

a. to Mayor Reed. Pl-ease describe your

job duties in that position.

A. Al-so somewhat amorphous, but. I managed his

external- rel-at,ionshíps in certain communities,

certain constit,uencies, I guess, 1rou'd say. I work

with him on all the appointment.s to boards and

commissions that he makes. I project manage projects

t.hat are important to him that are not going well or

need a boost,.

0. So in talkíng about managing his external-
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relationships, lou mentioned cert,ain communities and

constit,uencies. Could you expound upon that?

A. Sure. The womenrs community, the LGBT

community, t,he faíth community. It.'s rea11y as needs

arise. Neighborhood, neighborhood groups, for
example, around Turner Field. 'Just it ' s

really it's not, set. TL,'s not, defined. Tt.'s just

t,here are some relationships t.hat he manages directly
and doesnrt need outside support, and others where I
come in and others come in.

O. And what, rel-at.ionships might, he coul-d

you provide some examples of relatíonships that he

wouLd direct,ly manage?

A. All of his national political
rel-at,ionships. So when I say "external, " I don't

mean the DNC and those kinds of things. That's what

I'm saying.

O. How frequently do you interact with t,he

mayor?

A. Pretty of ten.

O. Illoul-d that be on a daily basis, a weekly

basis?

A. Certainly weekly, you know, when he's in
the office.

a. What would be your primary met,hod of
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communication with him?

A. Talking \,vit,h him in the hallway or in his

office.

O. Do you use e-mail very much

A. I do.

O. when communicat,ing with the mayor?

A. I don't.

O. What, about communications with his senior

executive t,eam?

A. I talk with them al-l t,he time. I'm part

of that senior executi-ve team. I'm not sure which

group you're talking about exactly.

O. All right. Do you have any City-issued

equipment for use in your job?

A. I do.

O. And what. t,ypes of equipment?

A. I have a celI phone. That's it. I don't

have a laptop,

O. Do you have a deskt.op?

A. I do.

a. Do you have a City e-mail accounL?

A. I do.

O. And what about a tabl-et, or iPad?

A. I don't.

O. Okay. Have you ever used your City-issued

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 13 of 141
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equípment for personal- use?

A. Irm sure.

O. Okay. And what type what examples

could you provide of t,hat,?

A. My children call on my Cit,y cell phone, so

I hear from them.

0. So calls f rom f amily members on your Cit,y

cell phone. Have you ever sent personal e-mails from

your City of Atlanta account, e-mail account?

A. ïtm sure.

0. Do you have a Facebook account?

A. I do.

O. Have you ever checked your Facebook

account from your City desktop?

A. Probably.

O. Or potentially paid a bill online using

your City computer?

A. No. I never do that. I don't pay bills.

O. Are you aware of any City employee ever

being disciplined for incídental- use of City-issued

equipment?

A. Could you repeat that question?

O. Are you aware of any City employee being

disciplined for personal use of Cit,y equipment?

A. Irm not.

KELVIN J. COCHRÂN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Melissa J. Mullinax on02l23l20l7 Page 14

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 14 of 141



)

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA' ET AL.
Melissa J. Mullinax on02l23l20l7 Page 15

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

1_0

t- 1-

t2

l_3

t4

15

t6

T7

18

T9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

a. How long have you known Chief Cochran?

A. Since I came onL,o t,he City, not I was

hired in March of 2012, so not right a\^ray, but, very

soon after that.

O. Tell me about your rel-ationship with him,

interact,íons with him.

A. Professional- and cordial .

O. How often would you interact with him in
your official capacit,y?

A. I woul-d see Chief every Monday at, cabinet,

and during my time in communications, whenever there

u¡as a, you know, bigger issue beyond what hís

information offícer could or shoul-d handl-e, wê would

talk.

a. ülhat. do you know about his reputat,ion in
the community prior to November of 2014?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

You can ansl^/er.

THE WITNESS: I don't. Not much.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Reputation within t,he City of Atlanta?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: I don't know.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. .fust based on your personal perception.
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A. Of his representation within the cityt

O. Uh-huh.

A. Prof essional- .

O. Vühen did you first become aware t.hat the

chief had writt.en a book?

A. I don't, know t,he exact d"y, but it \^ias the

day that, Yvonne Yancy in late November brought, it to

my attention.

O. And how did she brinq that to r/our

at t ention?

A. I don't remember exactly.

O. Do you know what the title of the book is?

A. Vüho Told You That You I¡lere Naked?

0. Do you know when the mayor might have

become ah¡are aware when Chief Cochran scratch

t,hat.

Do you know when the mayor became aware

that Chief Cochran had writt,en a book?

A. I don't other t,han when we all discussed

ir.
O. And when woul-d y'aIl have discussed it?
A. Aft,er Yvonne brought it to my attenLíon

and to others. Late November.

0. Talk to me about that, meeting.

A. Which meeting?
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O. The meeting which y'all discussed the

book.

A. There was an inf ormal- gathering in t,he

mayor's office where Yvonne laid out what she had

read and discovered. People I remember there \,vere

a number of phone calls from Council-man Wan was

mentioned. And there was, 1rou know, sort of a

typical round-robin conversation about what. do you

think?

O. How was the meet,ing scheduled? How did it
come about.?

A. It tvas not formally scheduled. It was,

Yvonne and Cathy came down there. They're on

different floors than the mayorts executive suite. T

am a few doors down from the mayor. His deputy chief

of staff , Kat,rina Parks, is next to me. And so it
\^Ias the mayor is availabl-e Lo speak no\^r, let's have

this conversation. So it was kind of a gat,hering.

O. Who was present. at t,he meeting?

A. I don't remember everybody because I'm not

sure that Mike GeisLer, who was the COO who was on

our fl-oor, \^/as there. I donrt think that he \^ras. I
was there. I think Katrina Taylor-Parks was t.here,

and Yvonne was there, the mayor was there. I believe

Cathy and Candace were there.
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O. Vühat. did Yvonne say during the course of

that meeting?

A. I don't remember exactly what she said,

but she laid out what she had covered in the book.

O. And what was that,?

A. Vüell, t.hat the book existed. That the

concerns about the content,, the concerns about the

process. I don't, remember exactly what she said.

O. Sure. Just generally, do you recal-l what

she mentíoned about the book's content?

A. That it was offensive t.o a wide array of

consLit,uencies.

O. Did she provide examples?

A. From ühe book?

0. Provide examples, excuse me, of t,he

constituencies that might find it offensive?

A. Yeah, I think she mentioned l,vomen. She

mentioned, 1roll know, the gay community. She

mentioned what I remember from the discussion was

women, the gay community, .lewish community.

O. What, about Ms . Taylor? Tllhat, did

Ms. Taylor say during the course of the conversatíon?

A. I don't remember. There was a lot of back

and forth.

O. Back and forth related to?
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A. You know, kind of shock that you know,

everyone/ I think, felt like blind-sided by this. So

t,here was a lot of conversation about, 1rou know,

where t,his came f rom, who knew abouL this, did Mike

Geisl-er know about this? So it. was it wasn't, a

structured conversat,ion. It was, you know.

O. Let, me back up to Ms. Yancy. Did she

indicat.e who had provided her a copy of the book?

A. I don't remember.

O. What about, t,he mayor? What did he say

during the course of the conversation?

A. Not much. You know, he's very

deliberative. So and what he typically does when

we come together like this on l-ots of issues, he

wants to hear what, all of his folks think. I
remember when I said ühat I was surprised by this and

lhat I felt like we needed to go sl-ow and not react

in a knee-jerk fashion.

Because my experience with Chief Cochran,

particularly around gay pride events, was that he'd

always been very supportive and that, you know,

didn't real-Iy know how to place all this, but that I
knew that, in our interactions around things that he'd

been supportive of gay firefighters and others

invol-ved in pride, had always you know, all the
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resources of the fire department were available.

And I do remember t,he mayor nodding. I
felt like he heard that and agreed with that

assessment so

O. Were there other voices in the room that

shared your perspective?

A. Yeah, Lhere \^iere lots of folks ín the

room. Certainly Katrina want,ed t.o go slow. I mean,

I dontt remember a l-oL of what, Candace said, but.

yeah.

O. I¡,lhat. about Ms . Hampton? What did she say?

MS. HINTON: I want to just provide

some dírection since she is the city
attorney. If Ms. Hampton was providing any

1ega1 advice to anyone in that, room, then

don't, touch that. If she's just speaking

about the facts

THE V\TITNESS : I don' t remember. I
don't remember what Cat,hy had t,o say.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. And Candace Byrd?

A. I don't remember specifically.

a. Did Yvonne Yancy bring excerpts from the

book Lo t,hat meeting?

A. I don't remember that.

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Melissa J. Mullinax on 0212312017 Page 20

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - WashÍngton, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 20 of 141



)

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Melissa J. Mullinax on02l23l20l7 Page2l

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

11_

L2

13

T4

15

L6

77

L8

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

O. Do you recal-l seeing excerpt,s in t.hat, Lime

frame?

A. I remember yês, at some point in t,he

days surrounding it, T saw excerpt.s .

O. Was anything said at t,he meeting about

whet.her or not Chief Cochran had gotten approval- from

the et,hics board?

A. Yeah.

O. What hras t,hat,?

A. I¡fell, L.here were questions about whet,her

that had been had happened. I don't remember if,
at that meeting, there had been a discussion wíth

Nina and if we knew anything. It was really kínd of

the point of my comment, which is ühat \^¡e don' t know

a lot, right, now, this is out of the blue and let,'s

see what

O. lrlas anyt,hing said about whether t,he book

\^ras for sal-e?

A. I don't. remember.

a. Tiùas anyt,hing said about whether the book

had been given to employees?

A. I don't remember that either.

O. T¡üere any documents given out during that

meet,ing?

A. No, not that, I can recaLL.
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O. What ü/as t,he consensus at, t,he meeting?

A. To be deliberat,e and to investigate.

O. Were any specific actíon ítems discussed?

A. Not, that. I can remember.

O. Vlhen you say the consensus was to

investigate, what, was t,he plan to go about that?

A. I don't. know what. the plan was other than

t.he law depart.ment wou1d t,ry t.o uncover the, you

know, the timing of how this had happened.

O. So the law department v/as tasked with

following up on the matter?

A. I woul-dn't say they were t.asked, but, t.hat.

was my understanding of what next steps were. There

!üere no next steps f or me. The next steps \^rere f or

the law department, âs far as I recal-l.

O. Did you take any notes at the meeting?

A. No.

a. Did you observe anyone else taking notes?

A. Huh-uh. I don' t think so.

O. And anyt,hing else you remember about the

meet.ing?

A. No.

O. Were you ever given a copy of

Chief Cochran's book?

A. I don't. think so.
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a. Did you ever purchase a copy?

A. I did noL.

O. Vühen did you first become ah/are that it
was publicly available for sale?

A. Probably Lhe day that Yvonne told me about.

it, that it was available.

O. Did you ever read the book?

A. I did noL.

0. And you indicat,ed t.hat you had seen

excerpts from it?
A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you recalL who provided those excerpts

t,o you?

A. I think it was Robin Shahar.

O. And do you recalI what those excerpts were

about?

A. They were about the I don't remember

exactly what it said, but it was secLíons around

LGBT. I guess the sinfulness of that, and I remember

something about beastiality. And I don't remember

much.

O. How did you respond t,o t,he excerpts that

you read?

MS. HINTON: Object, to form.

THE hIITNESS: How did I respond to
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them? You know, somewhat, shocked, but

not just somewhat shocked.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Iirlere you aware during the course of your

professional relat.ionship with Chief Cochran that he

was a Christian, professed to be a Christian?

A. I don't think so.

a. So going back to that meeting, that

initial meeting with Yvonne Yancy and others related

to t.he book, did you later discuss those meetings

wit.h anyone el-se?

A. Not that. I remember. You mean anyone el-se

besides who was in the room?

o. Yes.

A. No.

O. Did you ever have any additional

conversations with the mayor about Chief Cochrants

book?

A. Probably, but there wasnrt another meeting

that I was in with him.

O. Vühat. do you recollect, the mayor t,elling
you during Ehose conversaLions?

A. I don't recol-l-ect. I mean, it's likely
that we had conversations, but I don't remember for
sure and I don't remember content.
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0. Did you have any additional conversat,ions

with ot,her employees about Chief Cochran' s book?

A. V{ell, certainly Katrina and Robin and I
talked. I know I spoke \^rith Yvonne. I spoke with

Anne Torres. As t,hings unf olded, we had work to do

around it.

O. Describe your conversations with Kat,rina,

pl-ease.

A. Well, there \^/ere lot.s of them.

O. Start with the f irst one you recoll-ect. .

A. We had conversations about you know, my

job as the senior advisor woul-d be to manage the

exL,ernal reaction to this, so \^/e lalked about t.hat.

f remember that she was you knohr, we both wanted

t,his to go to go sl-ow and didn' t want t.he chief to
be terminat,ed immediately.

There was you know, there was a lot to

be invest,igated here to understand how t,his was going

to had impacted the department, and woul-d impact,

going forward, so we had those conversations.

a. Were some advocating t,hat t,he chief be

terminated immediat,ely?

A. I dontt remember anyone advocating

directly for that, but. Lhat's, you know, certainly
always a possibility in chaot,ic sit,uations. So
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0. Vühat do you recol-lect about your

conversations with Robin Shahar rel-ated to

Chief Cochran's book?

A. Well, Robin \,vas very very offended, and

was here as she in addition to being in the law

department, she was the mayorrs advisor on LGBT

issues, so she was hearing directly from

constituencies and trying t,o manage those. So we

talked about how to do that and try to keep things

from becoming too inflamed.

O. Can you describe wít.h any more specificity
when you talked about, how to do that, how t.o manage

those relationships? Vühat did those conversations

l-ook like?

A. It.'s three years ago. I mean, I remember

her having a discussion about Councilman Tiùan and

t.hat. you know, to make sure he understood t,hat

t,here needed to be a full underst.anding of what.

happened and had approval been asked for and

received, how this impacted the department.

So it was like, basically, just like let.

eve-ryone ktrow th¿t you kuow, at tiris pc'ir:t there

had been I guess the decision was made for t,he

suspension and Lhe investigation. And so essentially

there \,vas a process here and we weren't going to jump
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to any concl-usions and t,o but, she was hearing.

She was gett,ing a lot, of phone calls directly.

O. What about your conversations with

Ms. Yancy?

A. Those were you kno\^r, I have l-ess memory

of those because I sit next. t.o Katrina and Robin came

to see me a lot. Yvonne I woul-d talk to kind

of not, in t,he hallway, but more like more

like so where we would any new information

t,oday kind of things. I don't really remember.

O. And Ms. Torres?

A. f started talking with Anne about. this
because I had just moved over, 1rou know, some months

earlier from communications so I was stí]] on the

ATL Media e-mail. So I was sLill get.ting I woul-d

see the communicat,ions t,hat, went around through that,

department. And I still did a bunch of the writing
for the mayor for press conferences and those kinds

of things, so I was talking with her about t,hat.

And then once the general assembly started

in ,fanuary after t,he termination, then I talked with

her quite a bit about t.he press conferences that were

happening across t,he st,reet at the state capitol,
both pro and con around the religious freedom bilI,
not not our stuff directly, but state legislation
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t.hat. was getting woven in to what lvas happening at

t,he Cít,y.

O. Do you know of any other Cit,y employees

who have written books?

A. I don't.

O. li'lhen was the decision made to suspend

Chief Cochran?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: I don't, know.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Do you know who made that decision?

A. To suspend him?

O. Uh-huh.

A. I'd have to speculate.

O. Vühen did you learn that Chief Cochran had

been suspended?

A. I donrt recal] . I don't. recal-l-. I assume

it, was the same day. I did know I knew that

Candace was meeting with him or with Bob Godfrey, and

t.hat they were having a díscussion with Chief

Cochran.

O. Ii'lhen you say that ttsame dry, t' in rel-ation

to

A. The same day that he was suspended. I'm

sure there wasn' t a lag in t,ime . I \^ras
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O. So you were not involved in any of the

meetings rel-ated to the decision to suspend him? Let

me rephrase t,hat.

You were not involved in the meeting

deciding to suspend him?

A. Right.

O. Were you involved in any of t.he meetings

about communicating about the suspension?

A. I had yes, I was invol-ved in several-

meetings with Anne and with the law department about

how to communicat.e it.

O. Tell me about, those meetings, please.

MS. HINTON: And just to insert

another instruction, to t,he ext.ent yourre

getting advice from the legal depart,ment, ín

those meetings, don't speak to what that

advice is.
THE WITNESS: Irm sorry. Ask me the

quest,ion again.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. So please talk Lo me about the meetings

you mentioned relating to communicating about t,he

suspension.

A. I real-ly just remember what I looked at in
my e-mail-s yesterday, but it was, you know,
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essentially t.hat we were going to issue a statement.

I'm sure I edited the sLatemenL. And I remember

sayíng that, lou know, wê need to essentially try to

deescalate and let. t.his invest.igatíon play out.

O. Do you l<now who drafted the statement?

A. I don't.

O. But, you probably edit,ed ita
A. (Witness nods head af f irmatively. )

a. Let's take a look, please hand the

wítness Exhibit 49 . I'l-1 give you a minute to l-ook

over that.
A. Okay.

O. Do you recognize this e-mail- chain?

A. I do.

O. Do you have any reason to doubt its
authent,icityt

A. No.

O. When was the meeting discussed in this
e-mail- chain held?

A. I don't know exactly. My memory is that

ít was t,hat dry, the 24Lh, that Monday, in the

af tert:r¡ot:.

a. Do you recoll-ect who attended t,he meetíng?

A. I can t,eIl you that Michael Geisl-er didn't
attend the meeting. Ot,her than that, I assume
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everyone el-se was there, but I don't remember.

O. So here approximately in the middle of the

page, Robin Shahar cautions against saying anything

rel-ated t,o disciplinary action or ensuring t,hat it
doesn'L, happen again.

Do you see what I'm referencing?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Did you share her view?

A. f don't I don't. real-ly remember my

reaction to that.

O. Do you recal-l- what was said during t,his

meeting?

A. No. What, I remember about early days was

t.here was a l-ot of uncert,ainty. Anne had a certain
set of point.s. Yvonne said that was not accurate.

There was a lot of back and forth. And in t.he seat

that I sit in, I just didn't want to deal- in
uncertainty and I wanted to know I wanted t.o be

able to speak with what we knew to be true, and if we

didntt, I didn't want to say anything at aIl. Again,

try not, Lo inflame the external constituencies and

relationships t,hat we had.

O. When you say Yvonne had certain point,s,

what do you mean by that?

A. Well, Yvonne said you know,
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contradicted Anne, that. what. Anne's points here

were not accurate t.hat it had been dist,ributed in

command staff meeting. I remember that KaLrina and I
\^rere both concerned that we didn't know.

There were a lot of lot of statements

floating around that we just, didn't, know how they all
fit together.

O. And when you say "here, " were you

referring to page 2 of Exhibit 49?

A. Yes.

O. Do you recal-l whether anyt.hing was said

about t,he cont,ent, of the book at this meeting?

A. I don't.

O. Do you recal-l whether anything was said

about. whether or not Chief Cochran had received

ethics board approval at this meeting?

A. That was something very early on in the

early discussions that was really central . I t.hink,

t.o me, âs I said, because I -- in terms of the

content, ffiy experience with Chief Cochran didn't
support what I had read. He never in my

rel-ationship with him and in my experiences wc:r'king

with him, I didn't see what he described in the book.

It, didn't manifest in my professional- experience wit,h

him. And so I was less concerned abouL Lhe content
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and more abouL this process.

And al-so didn't, want Lo, again, exaggeraLe

with the notion t,hat what h¡e hrere hearing external-l-y

was t.hat discrimination is rampant. in t,he cit,y, you

know. That's why l-ater in my e-mail-s you'11 see that

we had a campaign to push back against. that.

O. Were any documents given out, or discussed

at the meeting?

A. Not t.hat. I remember.

O. Do you recal-l- what the consensus of t.his

meeLíng was?

A. I don't .

a. Any act.ion items come out of this meeting?

A. Not t.hat, I remember.

a. All right. Do you know anyt.hing about. an

investigat.ion that was done while Chief Cochran was

suspended?

A. Yes.

a. What do you know?

A. I know that there was one. I believe that

law and HR did it joint,ly.

O. Uh-huh.

A. And to determine, again, the process

around approval for the book and the et.hics board and

discussions with employees.
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O. Were you involved in the investigalion at.

all?
A. I was not.

O. Did anyone discuss the investigation with

you?

A. Not until afterwards when I saw the final
report,.

O. Please hand the witness Exhibit 13. It's
already been introduced. Take a moment to l-ook

through that.
A. Uh-huh.

O. This is the investigative report prepared

by the city law department. Is this what, you

received?

A. Yes.

O. When did you first see a copy?

A. I can't I can't remember for sure. It
was T don't. know.

O. V'lould it, have been aft,er it was publicly
released?

A. No. I think I saw a draft a couple of

days bef ore.

O. Do you recall- who you received that draft,

from?

A. I don't .
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O. Tiüas that, received via e-mail-, hard copy?

A. I think it was a hard copy.

(Exhibit 85 \^/as marked for
ident,if ication. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Do you recall- receiving the e-mail?

A. I do.

O. And were you a\^rare that Robín Shahar would

be sending the e-mail-?

A. Uh-huh. I \,\Ias .

O. What's this e-mail- about?

A. This e-mail- is abouL I said earlier
t.hat, Robin was getting lot,s of call-s, unhappy calls
f rom constituents. She thought, it woul-d be a good

ídea to reach out t,o ADL for t,heir not analysis,

but f or their opinion of this. And that, !\re

ant,icipated there ü/as a pretty hot religious
freedom bill from the general- assembly from the

previous session that, we knew was gearing up and we

expected this would be swept up into that, and we

were trying Lo get, ahead of that wit,h external folks.

O. Who is ADL?

A. Itts t,he Antidefamation League.

O. Can you tell me about them?

A. It's a nonprofit whose mission is to fight
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discriminat ion.

O. And why did you think ADL's input vüould be

helpful in t.his sit,uat,ion?

A. It[hy did I? v{e]l, they are an ally who we

had been hearing from and knew and had been

they are an ally in the sense of the work that we'd

been fighting on religious freedom and the positions

there on the religious freedom bil]s at t.he general

assembly.

And also Robin was hearing t,hat. they

wanted to meet with the mayor, so \,\re wanted them to

have the information before they came to meet with

him so it woul-d be productive, not speculative.

O. Yourve ment,ioned. a couple of times

religious f reedom biIl. Can you t,ell me a little bit
about that?

A. Iiüell, it's a series of bills introduced

around state houses around the country and in Georgia

specifically that would it.'s called religious
freedom, but the idea behind them is that pastors

don't have Lo marry gay couples if they don't want

Lo. Tirere's loLs of Ehings Eira[ ¿re invo]-ved in

that. The legislation changes from year to year.

O. And what, \^ras your involvement in t.hese

bilIs?
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A. It, was the general-l-y the Cit.y doesn't

have a position and we don't, invol-ve ourselves in
those. Personally, I'm opposed to them. But this
year, in t.he 20:'5 legislative session, which start,s

in ,January, we knew leading up to t,hat, in November,

December Oct,ober, November, December, we knew that

it was coming and that it was going to be

controversial.

And then with this decision here, Ralph

Reed and other I guess it \^/as Frankl-in Graham and

ot,her evangelicals were picking up this cause, and we

real- ized that \^re \^rere going to get swept up into this
and be part of the conversation at the state, which

we wanted to avoid, buL t.hat didnrt happen.

a. Okay. The first paragraph here on

Exhibit 85, it indicates, "The request. was not coming

from the mayor himself, but from Mel-issa Mullinax and

I, " being Robin Shahar, 'rrequest.ing this issue be

l-ooked at further by ot,her faith-based l-eaders and

organization. "

By t'this issue, t' what. \^Iere you referring
to?

A. The issue that the decision to suspend

the chief to investigate this was getting people

u¡ere rushing to judgment about on both sides about
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discriminat,ion or nondiscriminat,ion and that we \^rere

gett,ing swept up into the relígious freedom

legislative package at, the state capitol.

a. Vfhy was it importanL Lo clarify t.hat the

request was not coming from the mayor himself?

A. Because I remember saying to Robin t.hat. I
hadn't asked him about t.his and thal I want,ed her to
be clear that this was hre hrere doing what ü/e

thought. was the right thing to get us ahead of what,

was coming in January at the state capitol, but that

I had not talked to him about. t.his.

, O. What did you hope to accomplish by

reaching out to ADL?

A. I don't. remember exact.ly at the time, but

what we wanted was for the groups t.hat. we work with:

ADL, Faith in Public Life, the I think there's a

group of ministers that we regularly work with, t.hat

we were looking into this. And that, loLr know, oh

the one hand we had folks who were saying that werve

allowed discrimination against City employees by

having the chief as t,he f ire chief ; and on the other

Ir.and, w€ had people wir.o were saying that hre were

violating the chief 's First Amendment right,s.

And so \^re really just want,ed we wanted

our folks to know that we were working through this.
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There's a process and

O. Picking up on what you just said. In any

of the meetings that you participated in rel-ated to

Chief Cochran, did any of them did anyone raise

the quesLion of whether or not they might, violat,e the

chief 's religious rights?

A. I don't remember that.

O. Going back to this ADL l-et,ter, why did it
matter what outside organizaL.ions thought of this
employment issue?

A. It didn't matter what. t.hey thought of the

employment issue. It mat.ters what they think of the

administration, and thatts, you know, my role to

manage those.

a. And who came up with the idea to have

other faíth-based l-eaders and organizat.ions l-ook at

the issue?

A. Robin and I both talked about, it, but,

there what was happening at the time is that

Reverend Barber from Lhe Moral Monday Movement in
Nort,h Caro1ina was coming down Lo Georgia. Peop1e

were it, wasnrt people were already lookíng at

this and so we want,ed to essentially engage t,hem in
the conversation and sâ1rr again, wê have a process.

You know, I -- at this point in December,

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 39 of 141



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

L6

I7

18

L9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

I thought we were I didn't expect the chief to be

terminated, so I knew that. we were going to have to

manage an entire group of people who of

constituencies who were going to be unhappy that. he

wagnr t, .

And so hre were trying early on, I am, to,
you know, basically let, them know that werre noL

sweeping this under the rug. This is important to

us. So

O. What other faith-based leaders and

organizations did you cont.act to look at the issue?

A. So t,here's a group called Faith in Public

Life that I understood was putting t,oget,her a press

conf erence f or early ,January, that t.he Cit,y didn't
part.ícipate in and typically, you know, wouldn't

part,icipate in, but I talked with some of t.hose

pastors, a Rabbi Josh Lesser, who had been an al1y.

a. Can you tell me a little bit more about

Faith in Public Life, that organízation?

A. It's a DC-based nonprofit and they work a

lot with Reverend Barber and the Moral- Monday

Moveurent. They were at that tinre looking to üpen a

Georgia office. I don't know if that actually
happened, but that's, you know, sort, of a group of

progressive churches and pasLors.
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O. When you say trprogressiverr --
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Itm sorry. Could

you move your microphone up higher for me?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thank you.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. When you say t'progressive, " how do you

identify them as such?

A. They support. a womanrs right to chose, so

their faith is I donrt know how to describe

progressive religious folks. That. t.hey support,

marriage equalit.y Fait.h in Public Life supports

marriage equality, but, they support immigration

ríghts, a \^romanrs right to choose, all of those

things st,ill within their their faith framework.

O. So these other faith-based leaders and

organizat,íons t,hat you contacted, what types of

responses did you receive from Lhem, letters,
e-mail-s?

A. No, no letters other than the letter that

came from ADL. What we what. I remember is that

t,hey wanted us to come over to t,heir press

conference. I ended up going, but no one else from

t,he Cit,y went,. And that they you know, t,hey

wanted they wanted to their their their
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point and their focus was to defeat the I guess it
was Senator McKoon's bill at, the time, the religious
f reedom bill, and that was really t.heir f ocus .

And they also were concerned that this
employment, issue was get.ting wrapped up in a cause

celeb for the for the other side in their mind.

O. Did you try to get different community

perspectives on t,he issue?

A. We were get,ting different, community

perspectives on the issue.

O. So you received both l-etters, e-mails in

supporL of t.he chief and against the chief?

A. I didn't exactly get letters, I personally

didn't., but. I certainly heard f rom l-ots of people at

city council- meetings, ât commit,tee meetings.

Uh-huh.

O. But as far as the City intent.ionally

reaching out to t,he f aith community, you werenrt

intentionally seeking diverse perspectives?

A. I wasn'L reaching out t.o there \^¡as a

group of pastors that came up to the City, came to

city hall. Primarily I guess it hras primarily

black pastors, and I didntt talk with t,hem but that

wasntt that wasntt the community that I typically
worked with. So I know that they had a different
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perspect,ive than ADL and Faith in Public Life, some

of Lhem.

O. So if I understand you correctl-y, you were

primarily reaching out to your contacts. Those

organizations

A. Yes.

O. that, you primarily \,vorked witht
A. Yes.

a. And woul-d it be a fair characterization

that those organizat,ions would be supportive of

same-sex marriage?

A. Yes.

O. And you did not reach out to faith leaders

that might hold t,he traditional beliefs about

marriage is the union of a man and a woman?

A. I did not.

O. What happened next after t.his l-etter was

sent. to t,he ADL?

A. After t,his e-mail- was sent?

O. Irm sorry, yes. Thank you.

A. I remember that they asked for a meeting

with the mayor, and I passed that request, along to

the mayorrs scheduler.

O. Did you participate in that meeting?

A. No.

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 43 of 141



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

1-1

L2

13

T4

15

t6

1,7

18

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Melissa J. Mullinax on 0212312017 Page 44

(Exhibit 86 was marked for
identífícation. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

a. The court reporter has handed you what has

been marked as Flaint,if f 's Exhibit 86.

A. Uh-huh.

O. PLease f eel f ree to t.ake a moment Lo look

that over.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Does this e-mail- l-ook accurate to you?

A. Yeah.

0. And do you reca1l sending it?
A. I remember being up into t,he wee hours of

t.he morning.

O. You are referring to the 4:23 a.m. time

stamp?

A. Yes. This was I did a bunch of

research leading up to the generaL assembly in
January. Thatrs what this was about. I don't

remember exactly which cardinal this was about,

but

O. So Lhese a-r.'e yuu-r.' rroLes?

A. Uh-huh.

O. And you saíd they related t.o t.he upcoming

general assembly?
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A. Uh-huh.

O. What anti-LGBT l-awmakers and extremists

were you referring to?

A. This is f 'm not even I'm not sure

that this f irst sentence is somet,hing that I wrote.

I t,hink this might be a copy and paste.

O. okay.

A. But it was it was speaking nationally
because these bílls were t,hey introduced like
t,he Nort,h Carol-ina one that came a year l-at,er around

HB2 and the bathrooms. Yeah, I didn't include the

source here, but,

O. So your recollection is this was a copy

and past,e?

A. Yes.

a. And when yourre referring to bills in the

Georgia legislaLure, were you specifically referring
to the religious freedom bill t.hat you spoke of

earl-ier?

A. Uh-huh.

a. And why did you put Cochran in the subject

line?

A. For an easy search for myself because I
expected to do I was I think I did a bunch of

these. And as I said, t,he chief was being pulled in
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as the example for t,he groups that were supporting

the religíous freedom bi1ls.

O. Did you take any action with respect t,o

t,his content aft.er you sent it to yourself?

A. Probably ínformed some of the documents

that I - - that I wrot,e in preparing to engage the

public and the faith leaders around the bills at the

general assembly.

a. Okay. Next, one.

(Exhíbit 87 r^ras marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

0. The court reporter has handed you what, has

been marked as Pl-aintif f 's Exhibit 87 .

A. Uh-huh.

O. Does this e-mail look accurate to you?

A. It does.

O. And do you recaIl sending íta
A. I don't, but

O. But no reason to doubt its authenticity?

A. Right.

O. IL l-ooks like, agaitr, all e-mail frout

yourself to yoursel-f . V'lhat \^/as the purpose of this
e -mail ?

A. More research and a reminder to l-ook at
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the evidently the Times Union art.icle, though I
don't, remember that one, and t,his Pope Francis note.

a. So t,he Pope Francis note related to
Exhibit 86?

A. (Witness nods head af f irmat,ively. )

O. And you don't recall what Times Union

article
A. I don't.

O. you hrere talking about?

And, again, why were these items relevant

to Cochran?

A. Because the well, I was putt,ing

together, from what I remember, a message around our

belief that t.he Cochran decision hras an employment

íssue and not. you know, that he that he was

not going that he shoul-d not be seen or viewed in
this inst.ance as the, you know, the reason why these

religious freedom bills are required.

O. When did you first become aware that

Chief Cochran was goíng to be termínated?

A. Vüell-, I don't remember except that from

the e-maíls t,hat, f saw, I think I knew on Monday.

O. Bef ore his t.ermination on?

A. Tuesday. Because we were I was I
was getting ready for the press conference.
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0. Do you recall who informed you?

A. I don't.

O. Were any reasons given to you for the

termínation?

A. Ccrt,ainly. Thc convcrsatíon was that

the the violation of the process; that t,hat, his

book had not been approved by the ethics office; that

the mayor was not aware and had not, given approval;

that during hís suspension, he spoke to the press,

whích is really a cardinal- rule for all cabinet

members that you don't do that. Really, kind of the

degrading of the rel-ationship between the chief and

the administration.

O. And who provided you with this
information?

A. I don't. remember exact,ly, but it
was that was the discussion.

O. Do you recall being in any meetings where

t,his inf ormat ion woul-d have been communicated to the

executive team?

A. I don't. remember.

0. Have y'Ju ever discussed Chief Cochrau' s

termination with anyone?

A. ï rm sure.

O. Do you recall who those conversat.ions
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might have been directed to?

A. You mean beyond our internal team?

O. Sure.

A. I t,alked about, ít with the I mean, f
described the terminat,íon as an employment decision,

not an attack on his religious beliefs with l-ot,s of

folks. The community you know, communíty l-eaders

who called, people who came to council meetings.

V'lhen I attended the press conference that

Faith in Public Life had, they came up there. I
talked with the leaders of the press conference who

were there about that. The message after the

termination was why why he was t.erminated and that.

it wasn't about the content of the book, but about

the process that had unfolded.

O. You mentioned phone cal-ls. lVho was

cal-l-ing or what types of phone cal-ls did you receive?

A. I mean, lou know, phone calls from I
mean, they would have been from the Faith in Public

Life folks at the press conference. I don't remember

all of who cal-Ied. A lot of what, a lot of my

interaction was with people in person at city council

and at commit,t.ee meet.ings.

a. With city council members themselves or

t,he public?
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A. No, the public.

MS. HOLCOMB: Take a break. Vrle've

been going for about an hour and

15 minutes. Let's go ahead and take a

break.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is now

I0 :41 a. m. I¡rTe I re of f the record.

(A recess was taken. )

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is now

10:49 a.m. We are back on the record.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Werre back. So you mentioned thaL

Robin Shahar had received a number of phone cal-ls

from constituent.s expressing out,rage or concern. Do

you know who t.hose phone call-s were coming from?

A. I don't.

O. Did they communicate what types of

organi zat ions ?

A. No.

O. 'Just that they've expressed

A. Right.

O. displeasure?

A. Yes.

a. You al-so testified about. a meet.ing that

t,he mayor had with some representatives. B1ack
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pastors, I think you had mentioned?

A. I didn't say the mayor met. with t,hem.

O. I apologize.

A. I t.hínk they came to city hall. There was

a march, prot,est, march into city hall.

O. Do you recall whether they met with anyone

while they h¡ere at city hall?

A. f don't remember.

O. Do you remember approximately when that

was?

A. I believe it was in January.

O. Do you recall anything related to a

meeting that the mayor might have had with

representatives from Elizabeth Baptist Church?

A. I don't. I think I remember that it
happened I think that's is that 'Jasper Ïrüilliams

church?

O. I don't know.

A. I think I remember that it happened.

O. And then you talked a fair amount about

this religious freedom bilI. First, of all-, could you

explain it with a little more detail why you oppose

the bill?
A. Wel-l, f oppose the bill because I dontt,

think I think that, religious freedom is already
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enshríned in the constitution and the Bill of Right,s,

and additional legislation is not necessary. And

it's really just, an at,t,empt to give Lo make legal

for folks to discriminate agaínst, people whose

beliefs they dontt share.

O. Did you ever express those beliefs in your

official capacity during your work at city hal1?

A. I don't think so.

O. So you received no pushback wit.hin the

City for your perspect.ive on that bill?
A. I didn't we didn't I wouldn't have

discussed the bilI, how I felt, abouL the bill or the

bills because it hias kind of a you know, it.'s a

broader movement except for t.he fact, in t.he 201-5

session, that what hias happening aL city hall \,vas

being used as an example of why the bills were

needed. So

O. And so would that have been, then,

discussed among t,he mayorts executive team?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE II{ITNESS: Yeah. I mean, I don't.

remember that. I mean, I discussed with

Anne, Lhat I remember from the e-maiIs,

that we knew that t,his was happening and

want,ed to pushback against that.
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(Exhibit 88 was marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. The court reporLer has handed you \t¡hat ' s

been marked as Exhibit, 88.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you recal-l t,his e-mail?

A. I do.

a. Irm noticing in the to l-ine that, your name

is there twice. Do you recal-l- what e-mail accounts

you sent this e-mail- to?

A. I don't. I think I mean, I only have

two. I have my personal- and then I have my City, but

I don't know that t.hat, was to my personal . Oh, it
must. have because iL says one ís Melissa Mullinax and

one is Mullinax Melissa, so

O. Vühat is this e-mail?

A. This is these are my notes about, t,he

press conference t,hat, was going to happen on Tuesday.

And the second sentence here reminds me that I
guess when f was told to begin to get a press

conference together or that one was coming, that. t,he

chief woul-d be given the option to resign. So that's
why t,hat ' s in there.

And up Eop, t.he support,ers is who I was
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suggesting would be standing there with the mayor.

O. Are these notes from a meeting?

A. No. These are my planning at. home at

night by myself.

0. Vüho communicated to you that, a press

conference was going to be necessary the fo1lowíng

day?

A. I don't remember. It might have been I
mean, it woul-d have been Yvonne or Candace or Cat,hy,

you know. As I said, werre all Candace and I are

in the same hallway with Katrina and Mike Geisl-er, so

it coul-d have been any one of them.

O. So no official meeting informing

A. No, not that f remember.

O. Directing your attention to t.he subject

line. What does COCH stand for?

A. That's my I guess I got lazy and didn't
puL Cochran.

O. And what does t'supporL,ersrt in the body of

the message reference?

A. These are our constit.uency allies who I
LhoughL woulcl be imporLant t.o i:ave there with him.

O. Why did you think it would be imporLant to

have these particular individual-s?

A. Because \^re were because the publíc was

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 54 of 141



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

11_

t2

13

L4

15

L6

!7

1-8

L9

20

21"

22

23

24

25

very split on this. We were making a decision t,o

terminate t,hat \,vas around the you know, t,he

process issues, but there was such a drumbeat that

the City was had a lot of discriminat,ion and, you

know, they are just, all regardless of whether the

facts agree, the administration just has detract,ors.

And so they were using this as another way

to attack the mayor. He wasn't progressive enough.

He wasnrt, left, enough. He let, t,his go on for years.

He should have known about this, whatever, whatever.

And so we want.ed our supporters there to kind of help

cal-m that and send the message out.

O. lrÏho is CT Vivian?

A. He is a SORS leader, pastor.

O. Vrlho is ühe rabbi you reference?

A. I didn't have anyone in particul-ar in
mind. I mean, it could have been ,fosh Lesser. It.

might have been the rabbi from the Temple. These are

just profiles other t.han CT Vivian.

O. And t,he whit,e f emaLe minister?

A. It could have been one of five or six,

but, you know.

a. And LGBT?

A. The same. I mean, ,Jeff Graham is the head

of Georgia Equality. That's probably who I had in
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mind. Someone that \^re v\¡ork wíth quite a bit, .

O. And how did you know t.hat, Lhese

individuals were supporters?

A. Wel-I, I didn't know that they \^Iere

supporters on this part,icular issue. They're our

natural allies on the mayorrs you know, his past

campaigns.

O. Are t,hey your natural alLíes on a

particular issue for the mayor?

A. Huh-uh, fo. In fact, wê you know, it
comes and goes.

O. As you already mentioned, the second 1ine,

"Chief Cochran has resigned or been separated from

t,he City today. "

Did the City have two plans ready to go,

one for terminat,ion, one for resignation?

A. I don't know. I was putting t,his

together, âs I said, talking points for Lhe mayorrs

speech writer.

a. And then the final paragraph, rrÏ want, to

make my and the City of At.lanta's position clear.

The city's noricliscrirnilial-ic-xr ¡rolicy is
nonnegotiabl-e, " and so on.

You see t,hat in the third paragraph? V{hat

\^ras your role in draf ting the Cit,y or the mayorrs
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statement for the press conference?

A. Tllell, I wrot,e that and then it h¡as

incorporated into the mayor I s sLatemenL or t,he quote

in t,he press rel-ease.

O. Did you writ,e the full quote in the press

rel-ease?

A. I was not responsible for t,he typo.

O. Fair enough.

lrlho reviewed the mayor's stat.ement for the

press conference?

A. Like1y I l-ooked aL it, but Anne Torres.

O. And who would have ul-timately been

responsible for approving that?

A. The mayor would have been responsible for
approving it.

(Exhibit 89 was marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Is this the press statemenL you were

referring to a moment ago?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Does the e-mail- look accurate to you?

A. It, does .

O. Why did you forward the Cochran press

reLease on to ,Janet, Ward?
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A. Because Janet was the public ínformation

officer for the fire department, and she üias getting

calls asking for it from reporters.

O. And I apologize if you already answered

this. Did you draf t the ent.irety of this statement,i'

A. I did not.

O. Could you identify what, port,ions you

drafted?

A. WelI, I woul-d have sent this or given t.his

to Anne and so I think she took my sentence here

about the díscrimination and incorporated it into
this document.

O. So the remainder would have been drafted

by anot,her individual?

A. Uh-huh.

(uxhibíts 90 and 9I were marked for

identificat ion. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. The court reporter has handed you two

exhibits that have been marked 90 and 9L.

A. Uh-huh.

a. Do you recognize Exhibit 90?

A. I do.

O. Does that, look accurate to you?

A. It, does .
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O. And is Exhibit 9L the exhibit or excuse

me the attachment for Exhibít 90?

A. Yes.

a. okay. So the t,it,le of Exhibit 90, "Faith
and Freedom Coalition, " what, is this document?

A. This is a document that I put together. I
mentioned earl-ier that. the Georgia Baptist Convention

and others were organizíng a big rally at the capitol

around the religious freedom bill, and they were

going Lo, you know, use Chief Cochran's terminat.ion

as kind of their rallying cry for the bill. But

then, ult.imately and what I was concerned about

was against the mayor and the administ,ration.

And so I put this together Lo recruit.

folks at, t,he capitol who would kind of give a

different perspective on this.

O. When you say "give a different
perspective " ?

A. Essentially get our message out.. This top

part is our what I wanted people to say.

O. Did you draft, the first two pages?

A. I wrote the top, the draft statement for

the MKR supporter. The supporting facts are this
is, you know, research that I pulled toget,her from

varíous places.
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0. fVhat does MKR supporter stand for on the

very first, page?

A. Mayor Kasim Reed.

O. Who was it specifically drafted for?

A. Nobody specifically, but the folks I was

t,alking t,o in t,he Fait,h in Public Life Coalit,ion,

slate legislat.ors who I know supported t.he mayor.

O. Was t.his sLaLement. sent. t,o anyone else in
addit,ion Lo the t.wo you mentioned?

A. Over here in my not,es you mean?

a. Irm sorry. Was this document sent to

anyone? rtThis document'r being Exhibit 91.

A. I didn't e-maíl, I don't think, to

anybody. And I üook I took copies over to the

capitol.

O. The notation in facing at the

right-hand margin.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Are these your notes?

A. They are.

O. Who is Reverend .Toanna Adams?

A. ,Joarrna Atlarns is Lhe rrrinisLer aL TriniLy

PresbyLerian. Shets a white woman. And ADL is
Anti -Defamation League .

O. And why did you write those two terms in
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the margin?

A. There were question marks because I was

t,hinkíng about, whet.her I wanted to get, t,his

specif ica1ly to those folks or to other peopl-e.

O. And asked them potentially to make those

st,atement s

A. Right, .

O. to the Georgia legislature?

A. Uh-huh.

(Exhibit, 92 was marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

0. The court reporter has handed you what, has

been marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 92.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Does t,his e-mail look accuraLe to you?

A. It does.

O. Do you recall sending ita
A. I do.

O. Vrlhat is this e-mail- about?

A. I'm letting the senior team and the

communicat,ions folks know about t,he work around the

religious freedom bill and our attempts to get our

message out. and push back.

O. How did you know that ADL would be
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*.,1^1 .,i^1., -^l^^^-.i-- .:È^ ì^rr^-ô
I,,t,rrJ_LrU_Ly J-CrEcrÞrrrY rLÞ JEr-L-Er :

A. I must have heard it from Robin because I
didn't talk to Shelly myself.

O. In the second bull-et. point. there, /ou

mention a ,Jeff Graham, Georgia Equality t-lp-lld'¡

A. Uh-huh.

O. Did you solicit Georgia Equalíty to write

that piece?

A. r don't remember if I did or if Robin did.

O. But your guess is one of the two of you?

A. Uh-huh.

O. And same thing with the Faith in Public

Life op-Ed?

A. I talked t,o t,hem.

a. And several times you've mentioned the

Faith in Public Life press conference. What was the

topic or the purpose of that press conference?

A. The t,opic was to show that, there \^/ere

pastors in the around the state who, you know,

also hrere guided by their faith who opposed the bill,
and that there wasn'L a you know, monopoly or a

unif ied f aith corrununil-y ilr su¡l¡lorL of McKot-rrr' s bill
at t,he time.

(Exhibit 93 was marked for
ident,if ication. )
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BY MS. HOLCOMB:

0. The court reporter has handed you what's

been marked Exhibit 93. Do you recognize this e-mail-

Lhread?

A. I do.

O. Does it look accurate to you?

A. It does.

0. And you recal-l- sending itr
A. I do.

O. ,Jumping down about halfway down the page,

Anne Torres says, "Please forward to all of our

support,ers and organizations. rt

V'lho is she referencing?

A. Well, supporters would be I mean, she's

talking about, lou know, campaign supporters, al-lies

who have public you know, who have a social- media

profile that can be helpful. Organizations woul-d be

the ones Irve ment.ioned earl-ier and any others, so

O. Can you

A. There's no list anywhere of you know,

the mayor has a campaign list, 1zou know, campaign

e-mail list, but we didn't, access t,hat.

0. So can you provide names of some of the

organizations other than t,he ones werve already

ment.ioned such as Faith in Public Life?
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A. No. And I actually didn't end up sending

out t.o any organizations. I didn't need to because

once t,he mayor started tweeting and the Cit,y started

tweeting, the organizat,ions who, you know, do t.his

kind of thing picked it up. I sent it out to
índivídual-s.

O. When you say to ttdo thís kind of thing, "

what are you talking about?

A. I mean who weígh in on social media, lou
know.

O. What are t.hese e-mail-s about? Vühat, are

you trying to accomplish?

A. V{e11, wê are t.rying to what we were

trying t,o do here, again, is tease out that. t.he

decision t,o terminate the chief uras not about content

and it was not. an at.tempt to violate his religious
rights, but that and as I saíd, 1rou know, not all
t,his is speaking some of this ís speaking to the

pro gay groups who were still attacking us for not

having fired him immediately and for having had him

on as fíre chief, 1ron know, for any amount of t.ime.

So it was kind of a l-ot,s of nressages

for various audiences. And people across the country

were att.acking the mayor and saying that he had

viol-ated the chief 's civil rights, and so this I
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stand with Kasim was essentially a you know, a way

to bolster the mayor publícly in a situation where

there is getting it was getting national, negative

attent.ion.

O. Did you help craf t, these social- media

messages?

A. I didn't.

O. Do you know who drafted them?

A. I don't. I'm going to guess it was Anne,

but I don't. know.

(Exhibit 94 was marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Do you recognize t,his e-mail-?

A. I do.

O. It looks very similar to the prior
exhibit.

A. Yeah.

O. Who is Norma Driebe?

A. Driebe . N'J, Norma ,Jack, that ' s my aunt,

who is an act.ivist with PFLAG and Parents and Friends
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O. What do you mean by your first sentence,

rrThe mayor is getting hit pretty hard by the

religious right "?

A. Vrlhat, I said earlier, that, nat.ionally folks

were saying that the mayor had violat.ed the chief 's
civil rights and pretty ugly things were being said

about him on Twitter and on Facebook, and we wanted

to counter t,hat..

O. Looking at the Twitter messages, the fírst
one listed, "I stand with Kasim because all employees

have a right to a boss who does not speak of t.hem as

second-cl-ass cit.izens . "

Is it your understanding that, the

implicat.ion was that Chief Cochran spoke of those

underneat.h him as second class citizens?

A. Is that my understanding of what happened

or what this message is saying?

0. Is that your underst,anding of what thís

message is communicating?

A. No. Really so much of in mid-January

our work Ìracl really sirifl-ecl frorn Lire wiral- acLually

had happened to what was being said nationally and

pushíng back on t,hat,. And so t,hat.'s really what I
\^ras doing with the Faith in Public Life press
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conf erence . Again, I said earl ier, \^¡e woul-dn ' t
normally get invol-ved in t.hat. It,ts not, someLhing

the Cit,y needs to have a position on and the mayor

specifically didntt want t,o take a posit.ion on it.
And he had been approached in the early fall about

weighing in on this as a democratic l-eader. He chose

not t.o t,hen.

We only got, invol-ved because he was beíng

attacked and t,he City was being dragged into, 1rou

know, as t.he problem and the reason for these bills.
So my memory of this is t,hat, so much of this was

about responding to articles and things that they

\^/ere saying that, the mayor had that the City was

not, you know, a good place to work, that the mayor

wasn't. a good mayor, so

And, you know, the other piece t,oo is that

what t,he public can say in a Twitter message when

t.hey're spreading the New York Times art,icl-e, Lhe

public doesn't know the ins and outs of the

investigat.ion or the employment issues. And so they

can speak to what's out t.here publicly and that's
what, was out there publicly.

O. As you read t,hese t,weets, t,he first one,

for exampfe, does it imply that Chief Cochran did

speak to those beneath him as second-cl-ass citizens?
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MS. HINTON: Object. to form. Asked

and answered.

You can still- answer.

THE WITNESS: Oh, okay. I don't,

think so.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. And t,he second t,weet, in your

underst,anding, does that imply that discrimination

had been taking place in the workplace?

A. I don't think so.

(Exhibít 95 \^ras marked for
identificat ion. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Exhibit 95, same song, different verse?

A. Uh-huh.

O. V'lho is Natalie Zel-lner?

A. A friend of mine. And Cecily Craighill as

weIl.

O. Where do they work?

A. They boLh at the time worked at Emory.

(Exhibit 96 was marked for
identification. )

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Do you recognize this e-mail?

A. I do.
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O. Who is Lillian Govus?

A. She worked for a st,at,e senator,

Nan Orrock. She was her chief of staff, I guess.

(Exhibit.s 97 and 98 were marked for
ident,if ication. )

BY MS . HOLCOMB:

O. All right. Do you recognize Exhibit 97,

t,he e-mail?

A. I do.

a. Do you recall sending it?
A. No, but, I don't doubt that I did.

O. And looking at Exhibit 98, is this the

press release tha! woul-d have been attached to that

,Ianuary l-3th e-mail?

A. Yes.

O. Whose press rel-ease is this?

A. I guess I wrote t.his.

a. For the City of Atlant,a?

A. For the City of Atlanta?

O. Uh-huh.

A. Yes.

O. And why did you send a copy of this Lo

Torres and Garland?

A. Well, because they woul-d have had to

be they wouLd have been the official folks to
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release it and to run it by the mayor.

O. Even given the time sLamp being 7 240 p.m.

on the 1-3th?

A. Right.. I go home and end up working a lot
more at home. So this is clearly a draf t t.hat, I
would have writ,t,en at home. I don't, know that t,his

actually ever was released. If it was, iL would be

on t.he Cit,y, you know, website and would be on City

let.terhead, but it looks like I wrote this.
O. Okay. Well, I ' l-l represent to you that

there is this press release on the website but it was

posted at l-east publicly around 2:30 p.m.

A. This one was? On the 13th?

O. I believe so. I have not compared it
identically. So I was just. curious if this \,\ras the

already rel-eased press release that you \Àrere then

disseminating or if it was

A. No. This is a different, press release

t,han the mayor's statement t,hat you gave me earl-ier.

O. So this would be a subsequenL one to be

released potentially on the 14th?

A. Uh-huh. Oh, right. 'l'hís one went ouL on

January 6Lh, so about the terminat.ion. This woul-d

have been something that, would go out officially with

the report. when we were releasing a report.
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MS. HOLCOMBE: All right. Let,'s take

a couple-minute break, and then I think we

are about, ready to wrap up.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time ís

]-]-:21 a.m. Werre off the record.

(A recess was t,aken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is now

11- : 31 a. m. Vüe ' re back on the record.

BY MS. HOLCOMB:

O. Ms. Mullinax, you previously t.estified
that there were some groups that had wanted

Chief Cochran to be t,erminated immediately. Do you

recal-l- which groups t.hose were?

A. Not. with cerLaint.y, but. Georgia Equality

comes to mind. The Georgia Voice, which is a

newspaper but functions as an advocacy paper in my

mind.

O. Advocacy paper for what partícular issue?

A. Oh, yeah. IL's a gay paper.

O. Any other organizat.ions come to mind?

A. No.

MS. HOLCOMB: No further questions.

MS. HINTON: No questions.

MS . HOLCOMB: Thank you.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concl-udes
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Media Number 1- in the video deposition of
Mel-issa Mullinax. Werre of f the record at
]-L:33 a.m.

(Deposition concl-uded at 1-l-:33 a.m.)
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Pursuant. t.o Rule 30(e) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure a:nd/oy the Official Code of Georgia
"Annotat.ed 9-11*30 (e) any changes in form or substance
which you desíre to make to your deposition test,imony
shall be entered upon the deposition with a statement
of the reasons given for making them.

To assist you in maki-ng any such corrections,
please use Lhe form below. If supplemental or
addit.ional pages are necessary, please furnish same
and attach them to this errata sheet.

10

T., t.þre undersigned, MELTSSA MULLIN.A.X, do hereby
certify that I have read the foregoing deposit.ion and
that to the best of my knowledge said deposition is
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CERTTF]CATE

G E O R G I A:

FULTON COUNTY:

I hereby certify that the

foregoing deposition hras reported, as

stated in the capt.ion, and t,he questions

and answers thereto were reduced to the

written page under my direction; that the

foregoing pages L through 72 represent a

t,rue and correct transcript of the evidence

given. I further certify that I am not in
any r,r/ay financially interested in the

result of said case.

Pursuant. t.o Rules and Regulations

of the Board of Court Reporting of the

,ludicial Council- of Georgia, I make the

following disclosure:
I am a Georgia Certified Court

Reporter. I am here as an independent

contractor for Huseby, Inc.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Shahar, Robin

Thursday, December 04,201,4 2:49 PM

srose@adl.org
Mullinax, Melissa

FW: Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Device

Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Device,pdf

HiShelley,

Attached are portions of the book we spoke about. A link to a Washington Post article about it is also below.
To be clear, this request is not coming from the Mayor himself. Melissa Mullinax, the Mayor's Special Advísor, and I are
requesting that this issue be looked at by other faith-based leaders and organizations.

According to the media coverage, it appears that Chief Cochran's suspension occurred on November 24th (This info is
from the Washington Times on November 25,201.4).

Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran has been suspended without pay for one month and must undergo sensitivity
training for authoring a Christian book in 20L3 that described homosexuality as a "sexual perversion."

Mayor Kasim Reed's spokeswoman Anne Torres said the administration didn't know about book, titled "Who
Told You That You Are Naked?" until employees came forward with complaints last week, the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reported.

The book identifies Mr. Cochran as Atlanta's fire chief and says it's his first priority as chief is to run the
department "to cultivate its culture to the glory of God," a local ABC affiliate reported.

The mayor's office has opened an investigation to determine whether the chief's actions violated city policies or
discri minated agai nst em ployees.

The Washington Post Link

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/ZOta/n/26/allanta-fire-chief-suspended-after-distributing-his-
rel igious-boo k-to-em p I oyees/

I am available to answer any questions. Thanks for your time and consideration.

Robin

NOTE: My office address and phone number has changed.

Robin Joy Shahar
Mayor's Advisor on LGBT lssues

55 Trinity Ave, Suite 5000
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
rshahar@atla ntaga.gov
Office: (404') 546-4t7 t
Fax: (404) 546-8580

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mullinax, Melissa

Friday, January A2,2OL5 4:23 AM
Mullinax, Melissa

Cochran

How ironic it is to find the demoted cardinal is from the United States. What does that say about America - that
even the Catholic Church and a pope are ahead of so many anti-LGBT lawmakers and extremists in this
country.

W'eeks after taking office in2013, Pope Francis asked, 'Who am I to judge?' speaking of the LGBT community.
Since then, he has had great support for his progressive views, and of course, great opposition. Raymond Burke
is one of the pope's strongest opponents. The 66 year-old Burke believes homosexuality is,'always and
everywhere wrong [and] evil,' and continuously questioned the authority of Pope Francis, now 77. Burke told
Buzzfeeó in October:

Sent from my iPhone

coA-EMAtLA04112
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Times Union article
Religious freedom bill
Pope Francis

Sent from my iPhone

Mullinax, Melissa

Monday, January 05, 2015 L:23 PM

Mullinax, Melissa

Cochran

coA-EMAtL003998
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From:
Sent:
To:

Mullinax, Melissa

Monday, January 05, 2015 8:21 PM

Mullinax, Melissa; Melissa Mullinax
CochSubject:

Supporters - City Council members including Alex Wan, high profile community leaders (CT Vivian, rabbi, white female
minister, lgbt)

Chief Cochran has resigned or been separated from the City today.

I've called this press conference because I want to make my and the City of Atlanta's position clear.
- the city's non-discrimination policy is non-negotiable -neither race, nor gender, nor religion, nor creed, nor sexual

orientation, nor physical ability, nor gender identity

Sent from my iPhone

coA-EMAtL004188
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Janet -
Our official statement is below, Thanks, MM

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January 06,2015 9:35 PM

Ward, Janet L.

atlmedia
FW: Statement on Chief Cochran

From: Torres, Anne
Sent: Tuesday, January 06, 2015 4:26PM
To: Fa usset, Richa rd (richa rd,fa usset@ nyti mes. com)
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: Statement on Chief Cochran

Hi Richard-

Here's the official statement

Statement from Mayor Kasim Reed on the Termination of Atlanta Fire Chief

ATLANTA- Mayor Kasim Reed issued the following statement today, announcing the termination of Atlanta Fire and

Rescue Chief Kelvin Cochran:

"l have made a decìsion to separate from Atlanta Fire and Rescue Chief Kelvin Cochran, effective immediately. I want
to make my position and the City of Atlanta's position clear. The City's non-discrimination policy is non-negotiable.
Neither race, nor gender, no religion, nor creed, nor sexual orientation, nor physical ability, nor gender identity will be

used to discriminate against any City of Atlanta employee.
lappreciate Chief Cochran's seryice as Fire Chief. Chief Cochran's personal religious beliefs are not the issue. The City
and my Administration stand firmly in support of the right to religious freedom, freedom of speech, and the right to
freely observe one's faith.

I take no pleasure in this decision, but as the Commanding Officer of 750 employees within the Fire and Rescue

Department, his judgment and management skills were the subject of the inquiry and my decision to terminate his

employment with the City of Atlanta.

I am person of deep faith, and we are a city of laws. Chief Cochran's book, "Who Told You You Were Naked," was
published in violation of the city's Standards of Conduct, which required prior approval from the Board of Ethics.

Despite my respect for Chief Cochran's service, I believe his actions and decision-making undermine his ability to
effectively manage a large, diverse workforce. Every single employee under the Fire Chief's command deserves the
certa¡nty that he or she is a valued member of the team and that fairness and respect guide employment decisions. His

actions and his statements during the investigation and his suspension have eroded my confidence in his ability to
convey that message.

Chief Cochran also failed to notify me, as Mayor and Chief Executive of the City of Atlanta and his employer, of his plans

to publish the book and its inflammatory content. This demonstrates an irreconcilable lapse in judgment.

Chief Joel Baker will serve as the lnterim Fire Chief and will be able to compete for the permanent job. Going forward,
the Fire and Rescue Department Command Staff and all members of my Cabinet will participate in a sensitivity training

coA-EMAtL004014
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'' pffered by the well-respected Basic Diversity firm in January. This same training will be rolled out to all managers this
year

Any Fire and Rescue Department employees with additionalsuggestions for moving forward are invited to share those
ideas with me. I am all ears and will do everything I can to support the healing that needs to take place within the Fire
and Rescue Department and for all City employees."

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed

{a) 404.330.6423
(q 4a4.904.2678
(F) 404.s46.2983
www.atlantaÊa.gov

@AnneMTorres

Stay conneded on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

coA-EMAtL004015
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:
Attachments:

Mullinax, Melissa
'Melissa Mullina/
1l'12/2015 1l:08:33 PM
faith and freedom coalition
Faith Freedom Coalition. pdf

Melissa Mullinax I Senior Advisor to the Mayor I City of Atlanta I Office of Mayor Kasim Reed | 55 Trinity Ave. SE,
Suite 2500 | Atlanta, GA 30303 | ph: 404.330.6756 | cell: 404.825.2ßA I r,rnnnnr.atlantaga.gov 

I

mjmullinax@atlantaga. gov

Stay connected on Twitter: @MJMullinax, @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

coA-EMAtL004023
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FAITH & FREEDOM COALITION

Ralph Reed, Founder & Chairman

National Endorserc: Sarah Palin, Sean Hanníty, James Dobson, Newt Gingrich

DRAFT STATJMENT FOF MKR SUPPORTER tN RESPONSE TO GA BAPT|ST "DEFETUD

RELIGT9US LtBLFTy" RAU-Y ATGA STATF CAPTTOL

The Religious Right never lets the truth get in the way of a good story. They specialize in

distorting the facts to create martyrs, not to support the individuals, but to advance their

national right-wing agenda.

ln the case of Chief Cochran, there has been NO attack on his religious liberty. He was

dismissed because he violated city code, ignored the city's Ethics Office, showed terrible
judgment and flagrantly disrespected the chain of command that required him to seek and

receive approval from his boss before publishÍng a book.

The GA Baptist Convention and the Faith & Freedom Coafition are ignorfng the facts and

dishonestly presentíng his dismissal as an attack on religious liberty.

Ralph Reed and his people have a history of this díshonest manufacturing of martyrs. The

ways in which these folks are mis-characterizing Mayor Kaiim Reed are absurd and a

who knows the Mayor knows better than to believe thls junk.

SUPPORTING FACTS

ln 2012, when Retired GeneralJerry Boykin was disinvited from speaking at a National Day

of Prayer event at West Point, Ralph Reed and his allies tried to lift Boykin up as a martyr -
sayihg he was denied the riþht to speak because of his Christian beliefs.

The truth about Boykin is that, in 200O when Boykin was still on active duty, he generatêd

criticism for public commenþ given while he was in uníform, indicating that he saw U.S,

military engagement in religlous terms, as "our God" (Christian) vs. Satan or the "idol" God

he said was worshípped by Muslims. lt was widely feared that such comments could

endanger U.S. troops. Boykin was criticized publicly by then-Presldent George W. Bush and

in a 2004 report by the Pentagon's inspector general; critics worried that his remarks could

put servlcemembers' lives in jeopardy by suggesting that the American rnilitary saw rejlonal

conflicts in retìgious terms.

{ v
..ì

'l
¡¡6\"t-

coA-EMAlLOO4024
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Boykin has repeatedly said that President Obama is creating a Hitler-like cadre of

Brownshirts to force Marxism down Americans'throats.

Vigorous opposition to Boykin's invitation to keynote the West Point prayer breakfast was

led by veterans utilizing research from Right Wing Watch, as well as West Point cadets and

faculty, military chaplains, and religious and civil rights organizations. Said a faculty member

wr¡t¡ng on behalf of his colleagues:

iuffice ff fo say thot the horríble consequences of the prejudiced messoge sent

'round-the-world by thÍs offtciølWest Paint invitation to Boykin is øll but

incqlculuble. The true príce to be exacted, by grantíng this high profile speokíng

engøgement to the bigot Boykín, will shamefully be paíd in blood, and the

blood of innocents.

VoteVets argued that Boykin's views were incompatible with Arrny values, inconsistent with

Army doctrine, and disrespectful of the service of Muslim-Americans serving in the Armed

Forces. Votevets leaders Jon Soltz and Richard Allen Smith saíd the kind of anti-Muslim

remarks Gen. Boykin has made "threaten our relationships with Muslims around the world,

and thereby, our troops serving in harm's way."

Members of the Forum on the Military Chaplaincy also opposed Boykin's invitation.

"Chaplains are sworn to serve allin the military," said retired Chaplain (Colonel) Paul Dodd,

co-chair of the Forum. "lt sends a poisonous message to have chaplains sponsor someone so

strongly associated with speech that condemns one particular religious group."

Although West Point officials initially defended the plan to have Boykin speak at the

"pluralistic" breaHast, saying cadets were "purposefully exposed to different perspectives

and cultures," the retired general withdrew a few days before the breakfast, reportedly

after speaking with West Point officials.

ln 2013, David and Jason Benham - whose plans for a reality TV show on HGW were

scrapped by the network after Right Wing Watch reported on the brothers' anti-gay, anti-

choice, anti-lslam activism - were featured speakers at Ralph Reed's 20L4 Road to Majority

conference, sponsored by the taith and Freedom Coalition.

coA-EMAlL004025
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Kelvin Cochran Petition F*gc 3'nf 5,
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in res¡lcnsr tn $,iluntø Frre ihrei Kelvin Cochron's orlginci suspensii:rn, ond nc¡w teiminr¡ti*n Þy tvloyor Ki:sirn
Êeec!, the G3c's Pui:!¡c Affairs {ommiÌtee is conti;ru nç thc pctitron storted ÌÇst nïûnífï. The comm:rieu ht¡s ¡s.ued
lt! Gwn stcteme¡lt dcl*ndinç the Fire Chi*f r.¡nd ;* caiiing on Reed ts.

r Éckno.-vleCçc Chrel Çcrchr¡:n's F¡rst Amendme¡rt Êrghts.

r lvloke u Fuhhc opoiogy for the terrninnfion anci grief it hcr coured rhe Chict r:nd hrs famrly,
Ë H+sÊere l*hiet Cr:chren's p*sition ffrìd rcp$tÊt¡frn qs sn hc¡r¡er#llle Í:¡re Chief.

Gãt ri requestrng (,hrislir:nç crnd pe+pi* fl,i iaith srrrl:s the r¡ct¡ûfl ri) rign the reisied petrtron {1ght} rcl¡nt uf¡on
Mayi:r Recd ic reve rse hjs dcc sroír û5 outllned in the rhree ar*a¡ li:led obove.

Flea-.e enliçt i-rs rr:nny churchËs ûfid heli*r'ers us possrble lû expÍåss tl"¡ess concerns ro I..4ayr.rr ftceci:

f*Toyor Kcsim Reed

4{r4-33Ë-61r:û

55 Triniþ Âve. Sr¡ite ã50& Åt!cnr¡:, $A 3t3û3
mkreed@otlontogo.ûov

Additionol Resources:

r Slalemsnl on firinç of Atlonto F¡re dh;ei Kefvin Cachran 1-7-3*å5- downlood the pDF

¡ Reod the í:ull st<rry ìn The Chrrstion lndex.

¡ CBC Þ,lews Press Relecse tZ-I5-2ü14 - downlood the pDF

r Listen ta nudio exrerpts from Chief Cc,chron.s oddr*q: tr¡ th* Ëxecutive Cornmifiee of the Geergia åopltsl
Conventien - Click Here

¡ Purchose Chief Cochran's bssk "lVho Taid Yau Tf¡ct yçu V/eti: Nokecj?,. on qmo¿on.com.

n. Fur r¡'rÐte informulion carìtoci Mike Gr¡ffin i:t the Georgic Bnptist Convenilon (7ûÊi a36-U64t.

FeËiti*n to frllayor Kasinn Reed
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Kelvin Cochran Petilion
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Sign Now

9,207 signatures

Shcre this with your friends:

How to Contoct GBC:

Addres*¡

Georgio Boptist Convention
Missions & Mínistry Center
6405 Strgorloof Porkwcy

Duluth, GA 30097-409I

Phone: 7704ñç0404
Toll Free: 8g0;746*442?

Contoct Form

Our Locotion:

Click Here for Lorge Mop & Dnving Direslions
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lgor Bobic on Twitter: "Scene from a Faith & F'reedom restroom #RTM20l4 http://t.co/I.,- ['agc I oå'4

râff lis*rlr "!"r.ciÌ!Ër

Lql
lgor Bobic@
¡{iocrhcb;c

l'{¡ve e¡. as:,J*r.r*i? L:g :t'l -

'.S. Follow

l/l?/?rìr5

Scene from a Faith & Freedom restroom
#RîfdlËütr 4
tjn È? Ê .€.

FAyC|ìtr:3

652?6 ffiETEMBÆ#EiIå

https:i/twitti:r.com/isorbobic/sratus/4900 I 32g970fi 33g20 I/phoroll
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Igor Bobic on Twitfer: ".Scere frorn a l:aith & Frcedom restroom #RTM20l4 http;r/t.no/1... P*ge ?af4,

- ft:44 AM - 20 Jun ?014

lp

Æ

5ea¡ch Tlviller

Related lreadfines

Snama figurine placed in urinal at conseryative conference
msnbc @msnbc

'lSbama's Special Place at a ConservativE Gonference
TheBiaze @theblaze

Etá¡th And F¡eedom Confercnce Features Obama Urinal Caksç
Talking Points Memo @TPM

Shov¡ 5 more

ara

l'iav* *n ärcüunt? Leg ln -

illichaef Curry@mcurryfetiiJacOT' Jun 20

,grgnrnobic Knowing there r a bunch of con$ervatlve pols at #RIMzû14 & their
record M re$tfoom behavior, pls don't take more pics in there.

{¡ tT *¡ .r.

Sylvte Parrls@SylvieÞParris'Jun 20

@igorb'obic @WillMeAvcyAtN The dirre*pect is just åppalling, and at a epÊnl
for grownups, no le$Ê

<r tA *z
lawrence serewicz@lldzne.Jun 20

@ígaibcrbic @Ëreen*Foaibails This image perhaps sum$ up the corruption in
the American aoul better thãn any 8k word essay.

<h tTS *¿ rç3

Jesse Joseph RealmoSJRealmc.Jun ?0

@roorbcbic obama.....THE MOST INCOMPETENT, MOST INSIGNIFICANT
KENYAN HOMOSÊXUAL WHO ËATS PUPPIË$ LIKE THE CHINFSE, HRTES
GOD, HATES WOMENIII

<h t¡ * ...

April@ReignOfApnl' Jun 20
Disgusting but not surprising. RT "@igorboi¡ic: Scçne from a Faith & Freedom
restroom #ñTM?t 1 4 pi*,lvrirter. ci:rrnlûGs¡-t:üi? L*"

{1 ta *r .È.

TiffJ@C offeyüÐ7ã, Jun ?0
Wow... :-\ RT @igorbobic Scene from a Faith & Freedom re$troom ÊRTM?û14
piC. twi{ler, camlGkblxn4T R3

ftt3*.'r

George ThotEúanza Ëetfp Jun 2û

uw2a15
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- -ffin @igorúotrrr: This is what ii luohs like wlierr yuu te rrul allorved to mature afler aqe-
f twelVe. Se¿rch Tw:fier Have an account" LAg in -

<ht*z aaa

,ftad{"üh'¿ AMGgÐTruthbuster- Jun 20

tffi n*;t:f*l-"tçlls$, 
råcist, disreapecttul& dlssustlns RWevangeticats prove

fi t$r *¡ .rÒ

Amarliaffi marabout40,Jun. Þû

@SyfvieGallorrvey "chrbtian" and :þatdót¡C' grown ups, @igorbobic
@lMllMcAvoyACN

{1 ùa *¿ ...

AlllG$;Truthbuster= J u n ZCI

SiRealmo You are ona sick human..,.barely human @igorbobic

{ì tar *r ,.
AldG@Truthbuster'Jun å0
@viCkrjee @igorbobic I gues* we should know what there creeps get up
,to....snd GOP'Faith and Freedom' lqaders presumably condonel

{h f5} * *o

Vi ckijee@ uickiþa: Ju n ã0

@Truthbuster @,gorbobic I don't like to repeat raúst bad taste.
Nonsense...potiücÊl strategies importanf,", lmbecilic behavior. NOT

t, r5* * ...

Vickijee@vckrjee Jun 20

@Truth b u st e r. @iþorbobic bar¡det he works for Huff fluff...ttrey Uo junk mail all
thetimel

{ì ¿r

Travor Bauknight@hbaukníghf Ju n 2t)

ffi
ffi&p#

ffi

ffi
ffi,

',ffi

ffiffi')

VickijeeSvickijee. Jun 2ü

@igarbobÈ* @Truthbuster thanks for nofhingl

tltt*"Ò

Amarlleffimarabout40i Jun 20
RT&sasphoto: Approved by Jeous? ShamefulRT
Faith & Freedom restroom #RTMZO14 pic.twîtter"cc

{h tat *r r.r

*

Ðlborbobic: Scene from a
m/a4RZhFyxtB

ata

ffi
t/tffi"0r5https://twitter.com/igorbohic/starus/-4$00 I 32s970g33g20 I /phato/ I
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U
\f ' The #TeaPerty #GeP k,aepurg it r:las*y: '@igurfuciiic. Scene from a Fajth &

Freedom restroom #RTffigffi4 Þm1ïçç¡tter.cornlFgtrfirnZffi.eA¡"Have 
ñn êÛçsünl? Lr:g tn -

<fì tT t eåë

ffiTH

Jesse Joseph Realmo@JRealmo, Jun 20

@Truthbustei @igorbobic WHERË ON YOURSLIMY BODY DID I FIND A
NERVE THT STILL WORKS, THE WORSË THING ABOUT LIBERALS IS THT
THEY HAVA CHOICE:

füt?*...

Simon Templar@SimnnïemplarPV:Jun 2ü

Good news @Har"oballChris - you can rêverse it too #rcoi RT @içorbobic Scene
from a Faith & Freedom restroom #ËTfl/¡2014 prc.twitter.corniRcXn0r¡rci¡lciÇ

â ù? tt ¡..

Alex@aiexmazzaraa' Jun 20

@Truthbuster How about another synonym for ue? Fveryone is a racdstll!! Even
though you have met nobodyll

{ì #} * ..¡

AMG@Trulhbu*te;'-Jun 20

@alexmazzaraa Actions are arttqJlate.

{a ta * rÐ.

Don't rn¡ss any updates from lgor Bobic

Fullnãme Email Password

-
sIT

rIj
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Sign r:¡r f*r TvçËtter
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g¡ ãû15 J'$.¡gter Áb*ut [{etp Áds inío
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The Mythical Martyrdom of Jerry Boykin
A Case Study in Religious Right Propaganda Techniques
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The Truth

lntroduction

Ever since retired Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin withdrew as the scheduled keynote speaker at the
February I National Prayer Breakfast at West Point military academy, Religious Ri$ht
leaders have fied to turn the controversy over his planned appearance into a cautionary tale
of political conectness trumping religious liberty. ln reality, the episode provides a case
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Thc Mythical Martyrdom of Jerry Boykin

study_ of Religious Right propaganda techniques in action - and of right-wing leaders'
unwilllngness to let the truth get in the way of a good story.

Facts First: Boykin in Brief

Retired General Wlliam*Jerry" Boykin had a tong military career, much of it spent in charge
of special forces units. So why would his selectlon as a ipeaker at West point be
controversial? Almost ten years ago, when Boykin was still on active duty, he generated
criticism for public comments, given while he was in uniform, indicating th'at helaw U.S.
military engagement in rellgious terms, as "our God" (Christian) vs, Satan or the'idol" God
he said was worshipped by Muslims. lt was widely hared that such comments could
endanger U.S, troops. Boykin was criticized publicly by then-President George W Bush
and in a2O04 report by the Pentagon's inspector gdneial; critics worried that his remarks
could put servicememFrs' lives in jeopardy by suggesting that the American military saw
regional conflicts in religious terms. Since he retired, BoykÍn became an ordained minister
and has been a regular speaker at Religious Right and right-wing events, where he has not
only demonized Muslims, but also claimed that slnce lslam is noi a religion but a "totalitarian
ryay of life," and since Muslims are under an "obligation to destroy our Constitution,"
American Muslims are not protected under the Firbt Amendment'ê guarantees of religious
llberty. More explicitly, he said there should be no mosques atlowed in Amerlca. eoy:t<in
works through his organization Kingdom Warriors. He aiso serves on the board of tÉe
dominionist Oak lnitiative. Boykln is a co-author of Sharia, the Threat to America, popularly
known as the Team B ll report. He has charged that President Obama is creating a Èifler-'
like cadre of Brownshirts to force Marxism down Americans'throats.

Boykin at the Beach

ln January, People For the American Way's Right \Mng Watch blog noticed that Boykin was
scheduled to be the keynote speaker at the "Mayor's Prayer Breakiast" in Ocean City,
Maryland. PFAW President Michael B. Keegan wrote to the mayor and city council members
gfieri¡q details {oyJ Çoykin's promotion of religious bigotry aná h¡s advoóacy for retigious
discrimination. PFAWs letter argued that city officials Jtroúlo not give Boykin s extremism
an implied endorsement. Other organizations, including the Council on American lslamic
Relations, the Aubum Semlnary, and Standing on the Side of Love, asked that Boykin be
disinvited; at least 2,000 people contacted city officials to express their opposition. The
Baltimare sun weighed in with a strong editorial, which concluded:

Make no mistake: This is not an issue of freedom of speech or of any of the
constitution's protections for religious expression that Mr. Boykln seems so eager
to deny to those wtro don't share his own thristian faith. Mr. 

-Boykin 
has every

right to say whatever outrageously offensive and hateful things âbout Muslimi
pop into his head, and the private organizers of an Ocean Cifu prayer breakfast
have the right to invite him to speak. Likewise, Ocean City Mãyor Rick Meehan
and the town councll can attend the breakfast if they so choose. \rVl'rat they
cannot do, however, is pretend that their presence there won't reflect badly on
them and the resort town they lead. They need to make clear whether they agree
with Mr. Boykin's views, they need to do it immediately and they need to Ob ¡[
publicly.

Fage2 of7
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The Mythical Martyrdom of Jerry Boykin Page 3 of7

In the end, Boykin addressed the breakñast, focusíng on his experiences as a military
commander and hís belief that God had repeatedly intervened to save him and his men.
Boykin concluded with the equivalent of an altar call, asking participants to join him in a
prayer recognizing Jesus Ghrist as lord and savior.

Boykin at West Point

As the controversy over Boykin's invitation to lead the Ocean City Mayor's Prayer Breakfast
picked up steam, it was revealed that Boykin was also scheduled to be the featured speaker
at the National Prayer Breakfast at West Point military academy - a rnuch higher-level
platform that would directly suggest approval by the nation's military leadership of Boykin's
extremism, religious bigotry, and calls for discrirnination. Vigorous opposition to Boykin's
invitation to keynote the lrlþst Point prayer breakfast was led by veterans uülizing research
from Right \Mng Watch, as well as West Point cadets and faculty, military chaplains, and
religious and civil rights organizations. Said a faculty member writing on behalf of his
colleagues:

Suffice it to say that the honible consequences of the prejudiced message sent
'round-the-world by this official West Polnt invitation to Boykin is all but
incalculable. The fue price to be exacted, by granting this high profile speaking
engagement to the bigot Boykin, will shamefully be paid in blood, and the blood
of innocents.

VoteVets argued that Boykin's views were incompatible with Army values, inconsistent with
Army doctrine, and disrespectful of the service of Muslim-Americans serving in the Armed
Forces, VoteVets leaders Jon Soltz and Rlchard Allen Smith said the kind of anti-Muslim
remarks Gen. Boykin has made "threaten our relaüonships with Muslims around the world,
and thereby, our troops serving in harm's way."

Members of the Forum on the Military Chaplaincy also opposed Boykin's invitation.
"Ohaplains are swom to serve all in the military," said retired Chaplain (Colonel) Paul Dodd,
co-chair of the Forum. "lt sends a poisonous message to have chaplains sponsor someCIne
so strongly associated with speech that condemns one particular religious group.'

Although West Point officials initially defended the plan to have Boykin speak at the
'pluralistic' breakfast, saying cadets were "purposefully exposed to different perspectives
and cultures," the retired generalwithdrew a few days before the breakfast, reportedly after
speaking with West Point otficials.

Cranking Up the "Christian Persecution" Propaganda
Machine

Right-wing leaders and pundits lost no tirne in trylng to turn a defeat into victory by
portraying Boykin as a martyr for free speech and religious libefi. This is one of the
Religious Right's go-to strategies: to dishonestly porfay policy disagreements - or in this
case, an effort to hold officials accountable for promoting irresponsible behavior - as attacks
on roligious liberty. Saíd the Family Research Gouncil's Tony Perkins, "He has done so
much to defend the ideals and the freedom that America stands for. Yet his own freedoms -
that he fought to protect for others - have been taken from hirn."

ilt1nu5
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The Mythical Martyrdom ofJerry Boykin

Propaganda Technique 1: Distort the lssue as a question
of Religious Freedom and Free Speech

Boykin supporters immediately began porhaying opposition to his appeârance as an attack
on Boykin's Christian faith and his freedom of speech. Ken Blackwell and Ken Klukowski of
the Family Research Council declared that Boykin was kept from speaking at West point
"because of his Christian beliefs." Frank Gaffney, himself a font of antiMuslim bigotry, railed
in The Washington Times against "the suppression of Gen. Boykin's right to expiess-himself
- and, for that matter, to enjoy freedorn of religion." The Family Research Council sent an
action alert to members blaming Boykin's withdrawal on "the Obama Adminlstration's
continuing track-record of hostility toward Christianity." FRC's Tony Perkins urged activists
to "Sign our petÍtion urging Congress and the Obama administratión to take aclion to end
the purging of Christianig from the military."

Diana West one of Boykin's co-authors on the "Team B ll" report, argued that the issue was
about freedom of inquiry: 'Boykirt's opinion about a legitimate topic oi discusslon is cause
for ejecting him ftom West Point, The effect is to marginalize further the quest for open
debate about lslam and its threat to liberty - and to marginalize further those who seek it."
Boykin hirnself pushed thls line of attack, saying 'The message is that people of faith and
conservative Americans are losing our voice to a very well-organized and very well-funded
group of very passionate people -those being the atheists and the Muslims. They want to
change the nature of our culture - and they are succeeding."

On a radio show with Religious Right leaders Tony Perkins and Tm lÂ/ildmon, Boykin said:

This is golng tq Set worse unless the American people - and particularly people
for faith, Christians - rise up and say that we're going to draw a line in tire sand .,.
They contact their congressman, they let their congressman know that this is not
their vatues, that they believe in the First Amendment, not only free speech, but
the freedorn of religion. And I think they have to get the leadeiship involved in
this and I think that the Administration needs to hear through the Congress that
there are a lot of Americans who do not endorse this sort of tning. \Mlère's it
going to stop?

Propaganda Technigue 2: Mischaracterize the
Opposition

Gaffney's Washington Tmes op-ed pushed a silencing-of ChristÍans interpretation of the
controversy by focusing only on opposition tc Boykin by the Council forAmerican-lslamic
Relations (CAIR), which he described as "the organization demanding that [Boykin] be
silenced." Todd Stearns of Fox News & Cornmentary headlined an article "Muslims, Atheists
Pressure Military to Remove Christian Speaker."

The Family Research Council told ¡ts activists, "The Academy moved Boykin to pull out of
the event when a handful of atheist and Muslims cadets comþhineO aboi¡t Boykin's belieË.
The message to this elite, three-star wanísr was obvious: You and your faith aren't
welcome." These claims ignore the vÍgorous and well-articulated opposition to Boykin's

Page 4 of 7
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. The Mythical Marlyrdom of Jerry Boykin Page 5 of7

appearance from VoteVets, the Forum on the Mllitary Chaplaincy, and a group of 27 West
Point faculty and 74 cadets working with the Military Religious Freedom Èoundaüon, the
vast majorig of them selÊidentified as Christians.

Boykin has even blamed the media, claiming that the nation's leaders are aftaid to take on
radical lslamists 'because of the liberal media. The media is going to support the enemy.
That's the bottom line - the mainstream media is."

Propaganda Technigue 3: Whitewash History

After his Ocean City speech, Boykin told a reporter, 'The Muslim people are a precious
people and I respect them and their right to worship, so long as they don't fall into the
category of a radical who wants to destroy the Constitution." \Mlenasked by Fox News
anchor Megyn Kelly about his past statements, including his view that Muslims should be
barred from immigrating to, and building mosques in America, Boykin claimed he had
misspoken and that he had merely been opposing the so-called "Ground Zero Mosque." He
complained to the Christian Broadcasting Network that his vlernæ "have been grossly
misrepresented." Unfortunately for Boykin, whitewashing history is a little harder ¡nine
YouTube era; People For the American Way's Right Wing Watch has full documentation of
Boykin's statements.

Propaganda Technique 4: Blame Obama

Since the primary goal of the Religious Right political movement today is the defeat of
President Obama, and Religious Right leaders routinely and falsely characterize the
administration as anti-religious and anti-ChristÍan, it is not surprising that Religious Right
officials have tried to blame the controversy on the presidenL Tony Perkins said, "There
seems to be pressure coming from within the administration to sweep Christianity off the
face of military bases," Ken Blaclcwell echoed the charge: "This sad episode is y-et another
example of the Obama administration's ongoing hostility to people of faith, especially
Christians," The Family Research Council's Tony Perkins wrote, 'The ObamaAdministration
is advancing an environment of religious disarmament among the military - and it must be
stopped quickly for the sake of our solders' spiritual lives." Boykin himsstf has joined in,

Tying that the adminishation has "shown favor to lslam at the same time that fhey have
denigrated both Christianity and Judaism." Perkins saÍd that even if the order did not some
from Obama's desk, -The President has created an environment that has become hostile to
Christianity in thls country."

There has been no indlcation that administration officials were involved in conversation
about the prayer breakfast. lndeed, West Point officíals initially defended he invitation to
Boykin; he himself said he withdrew after a conversation with West Point's chaplaln about
the pressure that had been put on the school's leadership.

Propaganda Technique 5: Shout'nsharia!,,

Boykin is part of a brigade of right-wing activists who claim that the U.S. is under dire threat
o{.h_a.ving the Constitution supplanted by Sharia law. As noted earlier, Boykin is a co-author
of "Sharia, the Threat to America," popularly known as the Team B ll repórt. American
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. The Mythical Martyrdom ofJerry Boykin Pags:6 of 7

Family Association spokssman Bryan Fischer made the nonsensical claim that criticism of
Boykin's invitation to address West Point was sonehow a sign that.sharia law ls gaining a
prefened place ln the United States rnilitary.

The Truth

No one has challenged retlred Gen. Boykin's freedom of religion or freedom of speech, He
is like all Americans free to speak, preach, and prosetytize. He is free to contînue to travel
around the country promoting religious bigotry and calling for legalized discrìmination
against some Americans based on heir religious beließ, He ls free to make his case in the
medfa, as he has continued to do since withdrawing from the West Point prayer breakfast.
And he ís even ftee to claim that critici¡ing his outrageous statements is the equivalent of an
attack on his personalfreedom.

But General Boykin has no "nghl" to be free from criticism. And he has no "righf'to have his
'inesponsible positibns promoted by public officials. lndeed, Arnericans who value free
speech and religious liberty have good reasons to challenge Boykin's assertions, and to
hold accountable publlc officials who glve hls extremisrn øedibiiity it Ooes not deserve.

A new Right l/V9ng Watch ln Focus report from People For the Arnerican Way about Lt. Gen.
Jerry Boykin (Ret.) provides a case study in the Rel¡gious Right's propaganda techniques.

Download tlur report a¡ a PDF. ¡¡

A Story lmage:
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The Mythical Martyrdorn of..lcrry Boykin

Source URL: túb/fir¡rç.pfaw.on/'v¡rfi-in:focrrslms¡l¡!¡çfr¡aÉ,v4pnçigrrs"brìlkin

Llnlts:
[1 J http:l/site.pfaw.org/pdf/Boykin-Report.pdf

Page 7 of 7

lll2lzol3',

coA-EMAtL004040

http//w\A'w.pfaw.org,/pri nV3928 7

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 126 of 141



þUATCH

Stop Persecuting Us! Five Religious Rþht Tactics On Clear Display At The Values Voter... Page I of 3

S lri€-ir"f e.

--¡t-.Li-!i..,.
_1?. 4rl ll,It{.st.:Ë +';;ì;i.**'*"u(r ;rì t:ÉÎê:::É Ér{ út-ùù¡ir;: iäi

eitr¡!+: ùr':5i r€hj .,:,1nf: ìÞ'.,?rÈ rì::1;*j15Ë; f;,-å

Stop Persecuting Us! Fii¡e Reii'gior,rs Right
Tactics On Clear Display.4t The Values
Voter Sumrnit
ü,,rçr .r,,.:r rì..ã.' :-r,.<r.,., r... ¡¡^,-;.À¿ 6 '¿t,)i; , i,: ^-"'-t'"""
O¡lt lhiry *åð {tÊå? sl lârl wåÊl'n Vsluos \&lç. Eurúrrili mãny ot llìâ Roligióù! R¡ght's
lâd!ß ind .ll¡rd pp¡.t(l0n6 knw lhål lhdr ilü:câs srì aboí¡qn rights and LGgT
squsl¡ty t€ b0mmlng mote ând nôl! toxic lotlo åv.rsgo wlÊ.. End less ånd tÊis
popuhr Mtt¡tr éld GOP.

MEnï spastoß st lhe confor¡rcç l¡isd lo rshffiå lhå debrls m lssljËs ecfi ð9 samQ,
3ox mðriâgr tnå!Ênn! lhsl oppfrê¡ts ôl LGBT nghl3 ar! Þ€eomng Bfl opprsss€d
minônv rn Am€riç¿. Th¡¡ deluB¡on evm iðrpâd nlo måttffs such ü¡ fd6nn poüÉy

w¡tb Íp€alrÈli âtlåckr$ P¡oi¡dÈnt Ob6ñr åi rrifdamig rympalt*¿€rçho 16fuscs lû
lsùÈ r¡rililsry åd¡on sgÐnsl l$l$. Hyn whtl6 hÉ was dô¡ng €x¡crly thEl.

NstüEt¡Í, orå potiüdårT c/ê¡ ablB lo püy ilpon thð 4åny har3 ând lflìtÊiÌê! ol lls f¡r.
'¡gt¡l: ï!dCilz.

Ê{sn !s lhr VåtJoB Volrr Smm¡t sbtly drânosdil¡ fona m sme lsñLár:¡srul5, úw
hod ånd lru€ lËt¡cs ol thE RalEious R\¡ht rsro unctEngôd st ts3t wsk s ;4rd

6, ilrho Aud¡chur Fon ä¡dôn Âh¡lo!¡r¡

\¡hih sddrss¡lg th6 p{ghl of Ctirislìsts ali lt1á Mit åil sndpGopls àr¡c¡ì æ [,]Éharn
lbtohiñ rn Sudsr srd SssBd A,bediÊ tn lrån - bolh ôl whm EË rc$rilt !hú $cùna o!
shæ¡qry ar{i4hrÍÉtisngÊrffilion - Vglu€s Vgl6. Sur mit sp*ekôrs oftùrl Êttompt8h
td d8,rtl lhÉl ø¡qffålrvê CfrìStrêffi faoô rirrrl¿;iie¿1...:¡_*.n:¿r+e,. s.*s+
E 'h.:ìr¡*rira -¡Í,iÈ¡Erõr.liÈr -{È,;:ûIçj:'€í:FÉ¡l 'Ei,:ia.l¡r.,€jiÈg:i#,.:
À * ta'¡*s¿Æflse-Ëñmr-*t ms rij'æisrw.
lü{t 5hï"' €{ L.ðrÉf tcr,f, 3ol aürËp{âd to p{r{rl tlt* Otmr r #nnbhE¡*t eå - -'

Its ú¡e iF ,no {is c+¿4¡Jrbr'¡}'T i[i.:r- i.È=iË(Fr?¡:.a rr¡=/g!-- r

,;"¡fÈ-_,.-'' *s,rtr,ÈÊ,;"¡* rru: -.=ç.:rg,. rnd ill rits.iã!{.i ônd iåird Ëmhçcr u wh: F:cl
t PJMnod HGTV ßolity ¡hot ¿flqr u¡! nË,s!üd oE thrr sñi,fût Þoþtcd åç¡r-È'.-r -
€vün hâd thå gã[ lo îr.îiî't çr... .cÌ ¡y , t?rbe T.jÈjå.: .l_L-. 

:L

1âra4&¡Ì!ri:ååæ .-q¡*-¡* æ eÀ*¡.

':-:t¿ã!¡1!Êagq=* ¡r *¡g!+:¿+.]!Êgns¡ç¿tg*:t!sls¿iå-!kJÉqnÉ.:rFi.
,{: åeir :g |q-, .s :¡W- :g¡-.:*:Ëàe E.É..æ..s. - .e.. rrU;-t-..t-
@4ÈsnHl.d JT æss ol purpolcd 6ñl¡Cfi.iJùÊn pffi|€{¡t€n in 

^mrncâ, 

-;sh

=J$rsly'ilrrAIflt 
Rôbådt€n rrid hrslâmily's r€âhlt T'Y 3tE*sà3biâ1t' rurp€nded

'¿:l[r!ff.",! L+ p rÊ ÈL-;r :È, | :¡#Ë51L,g* _q:r**, ¡**rpir + ",:,*:¡. r;.u,,-r,"¡¡e: trd â cr.kitldo b¡krrwho cclnrd n€!ônri ¡ucn!¡rn ánrr ¿rry¡g
sûaÉå tg I g¡y couple Läri¿."rËq.È: l,f * tñ*s¡sy*id*i3 Hç-- jrÞ rs*y
iäs: ':tLi fxi

Msggis Odlrflla., thË fourdâr ol the NêliÉnai O¡gânt¡fsû túr ttantage; lcg',
ånüdê6t thõt månisgç €qually oppon6nl$ lrill bÇ r?lË,:!eî:i.
C**¡ 

-*.**n,*rJ**gægÊ4i(e*¡..Fu

Ì dot lô thrk oFi¡¡oni, md Mâl Sl¡ffi ot LùËtt Ctrrrit :*odt¡lsd =jüiidi :*,..:É
.g!.i,,.S.'".,Èr- s *!.g ¡rua,ø{Ë..,,.*..-.,+ r. -d,;" * ..* ..n -.i ., æ¿is*
ii5 .-ôtr bahllt ol 'thè rüÖfâråît ñotrþeårucl Êibùi'

http/-lwww,righfwingwetèh.org/contehtlstop-periecuting-us-five-reliÊious-risht-tffc{ics-clc... ltnnllS
coA-EMAlL004041
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Stop Persecuting Us! Five Religíous Riglrt Tactics On Clear Display At The Values Voter... Page 2 of 3

a, Dûm¡nd R!llg¡o¡¡¡ Ff["dsm,,. E¡lrpt Fãr ituÍñ

For t cûnlátsìÉ dsdildÉd lÞ irÐle¿lrn0 Þlil{us lrbërlï ånd êddrðrñrr€ ùn sùp¡rsEd
peHq¡t¡an ql Çbñ-rlÊnr ¡n ArhaÍm llrdrü nrJ¿È wâi pb¡ty ol ,n¡mÞrrt lry*ds
Uuglmr.

Conleætræ sp€sl6ß ndudurg!r+ i_+. ;r- ¡"; r+r ..- tqs,,,- ja:¡dó..:*1siÌ
.,,.* r*.*-,e: æ11; r+ q.iirr:: 

. lti "r¿ *;-"o.,..o -s. .Lr..+- *: .

.ry ry*'-.l- Èr i4l¡|,,,rÈ.!, ;/Llr4.4¿s iå- ¿à- .4! *,-ir..ru.:
"rCÊ',r-"'*-"át+itæ4teeÈe,úF:¡FnënndÊ]trr--ts- jÈIfu '+

i¡jÈ.*Éis&iÊib. + - **r.*l¿l¿-*s¡.¡ë'¡¿4cA .r.;idaûuled lheir
m¡d(¡ to lho lhfssl sl l6tåm. wúh s6volaj cn¡tlr$Eg Ar OaFdr ã¡d lçl$ wth âll ol
l3lom afid sllggþ3tñE lhÊl lh6 U.S. govgmenl smÊhow d€'düá wÉr ô¡ tlE rul,tial

Fdô¡ tô thè cônfôrónE Fômrly Ro$râ¡ch Couni:t P.åsdsnl lony p6ú¡n!, M¡o!ç
¡rqup wâs tlir óTffiifg ciråf i¡Ðn!ôr, $tjggâ5tcd ltlãt i¡qtl¡m.Amemne be :,g._g;,
r ¡¡tu n rXL,#,i-g-*-Ðt.. iU¿.oe* ...s **o*.- *.r o.ru *;-;
¡ :e'EtÐ

& Bflady lûþr! Rr¡lily

ItFri fl,,froal t] vralch 6êvård VåluaB Vðlí Srmmt *pcõtm øitici¿s F¡çsøêít '

Obåmâ fúrrcl €ÉJ¡r{ 6flsr lSlS 6t lhô sånr t¡mt s¡ ¡ U s,.lid coslrt¡m ws6lruïúrnfl
a ddt lomnl gf !ir¡lrikos sgân6l lSlS Êf,d ths Á¡ OåÊds{fñtÉLd grd¡p Jrbh8¡ âl-
¡¡¡åm rn ÈynÉ fld ¡raq

Lor¡iflsnÐ Gov B{ùbt Jrndål, â thery GOP prÊrdoñh¡l rflddd6 .jlR
åälaæÊiå*ts+¡år..-je?:år:,È8ftårrå dossn'l bâlierys thât lSlS b¡don ilæd iniid
'hrnted down trd kllled 6nd dosüoytd.'

Bsdlmdftn dÊdåtËd lltåt lhû prâtHôìls!r.=,¡ 6'¡.iè*-,f,Ef;ffiåiÊ
r..."år . !iã : Ð. :# .* æ,e.Ë r!d ! .æi-"i*.r¿+-¡4¡."G- on hûv lg h¡ndle
l*l$ :Y{u k¡ll t¡rrlså{þr, yo{¡ lr¡ll hÊir cúsrìcd, tûu kìü lboriám¡ u¡tf fi¡ot Ðårr0 !hô
whÉ! nrgöl !urÉnda., Th{l's how fûu wn s rsr-

e Purh B¡cl A3Fln.¡ Ïllô Oæ

I¡ilr¡ nâE a p8lpoHo lßrr lh¡6ughoùl lhs ænhrfiq hal lhe Ropubl$ån Pft! i!
movln{ Èwly trÞm üo Raligþ(lr Rghl, s* mofÈ Êält lnoÈ cOP c¡ndadålstÈrûr.r
Efuss lo h ghEhl L¡å Howrïènl ! snli.dlôics md ntt-gåy posrtiûtr6 or åG oporìHi
bumpetng suppDrl for *Fliao ¡gfiB *nd fåI mãrÆgr

Jurl Þalorê th6 dñfÊran€ læk plsEa- Fo€xs on lhå lhs NÐt¡ü'{l QrgrrE¿rtflf
lor Mamågr ând tia Érmty RË$s¡Èh
re;.øl.gr+'r I¡E¡¡*¿ æ s:
h daf€,å¡ lìeo op€rly gay hcpultien Xous* c¿n¿¡iate¡ end t)Ê RúF¡lrtcån Gcffhot
fûf U.S. Sürl. in Qngon, wbo ¡B ptt.atþt€ å¡d ru¡nrB ådvrrlisms¡r þo¡rtiñgi¡¡
h€r #pDorl lormailiagå 6wd+ly

t¡QltI presdfrtl B¡m Affi {fibzod RËF[¡UrcÊni lor hbmi!+ lbê psrty's slårEhs dr
sisf

A¡ôw;1 insistöd ¡if¡ä inlrudxcrd uñsãBËhâdry po¡llãrfi Rrak Fón;orum dtro
3ffimil,,

LaLg, al ¿ n¡Ö¡{,spçiw€tt psnd Aown acoljO gay r¡ghtr ruFpod€ri of å¡lêmpttng
I'J'L .Ëj. &,,e.. q! 

^q,- ¡* e: så l¿r :¡¡s. ÙE GOP ì,|hlå oñâ påncl rt lha
aijcri:l sllmpled to oJeia¡n thàS¡tån¡ål{ôr ljÞtl!ôtiüì3 åñd soci¡r oonsarysti\Êr lo

' l¡r¡i4 !i polil¡€i ållimæ.:¡t seqe ¡n¡nt r¡ thà Dild€nca ÊÈ ! -!g:.:-æ:¡:Sr:-Þ i::g:jl
ì,{ *,Èl- - ¡r',aâ .iEù .* *i., *t,*ie. -åq -,iL,**rêL-r-.- o¿¡¡,*¡t *- -r*¡.ÊI çii:¡rt¡ ll¡\! .:

1, IürörThrürRúdbIl

http//www.riEhtwingì/atch.or:c/cofltent/stoo-nersecutins-us-five-relisious-ritrht-tilcrïsn.cle. lll?i?nl1
coA-EMAtLOO4042
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Stop Persécuting Us! Fïve Rellgious Right Tactics On Clear Display At The Values Voter... page 3 of 3

TedCru¿mffisgErnvronlhÊslmmtfåf.*t jj. j. q : j:j,: .;lrû ii.,
'i L ù: + ¿ft ,&é:,tøi\-{- Lrui¡.ù#.,,¿&s. i:ì¡ ;iL n.!.À.g.r-.
w{h 8tô C6mn who drdn t dlõtrd lhs Eunmtt thr¡ yåât bul w¡s wôil-têptÊænled b,
crmprigm lrom tho NÊùflål Drátt Bh csrsn ltr ¡re,lônl Cilnmrí$o fni¡h¡ng ¡¡
sæ¡d plôoo. eru¿ and Crftön notrbt, oulpåËÊd M¡ka HuctEbsc ¡nd fltd{ -l¡ntorum=
lwo låvì!fil6å ;l HÈlig¡ou$ Right trftËB¡dl! r*ho both spotrâ Et lh€ sümñrt ,

Cru¿ prchád hir sFRtch w¡üt w6ñrng9 sbqll.mñjorll throst3 tô lhe Ssønd
AmendTêñl ¿¡d râilgrûus flÈËdam, and Islirg ¡1bþõtj of con!€lvaivc dÈns¡on lRS,
f'ümñd'r C6c ðnd Ohâms6rÒ

Cont6rÊícâ ofgê¡Eiß ts¡d J* BuEh ånd Chns Chnslig - ¿-+ : t,4. !aaE.F_r r-+
À"I : J"::r* .\.-¡f; .r. t .r./r.ok¿ .¡Ër .À!i._j' ,t;. .iûÂ Ìt .Èli¡ *,æ, *,*.
!4Jt llìåy wÐuldn l hêvs bÊen åblr lo st!ñd ¡ çùEræû sgD¡nst _:*f - ,1,*r*,1*1,¿lr:i: , ;
:vLa :]dr r¿# ¡i&:' r:8 *-:-#tu ãea!-ü M -.. "n.r, 

" o^,, *,.. ¿n)rWay.

FILEÞ U}¡OËE

I ¡t ?l?{t I {
coA-EMAtL004043

hnp:1/www.rightwinfwatch.ordcontenlFtop-prrsecutinË-us-five-relisiou.s-r¡shr-rsrc"ries-cte
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 1-2:1-5 PM

Torres, Anne; Byrd, Candace; Taylor, Katrina; Garland, Jenna

Support on Cochran Issue

Team-

This NYT editorial should be widely distr¡buted! lt was posted online this morning.
http://mobile.nytimes.co m/2Of5/OU 13/opinion/god-gays-and-the-atlanta-fire-department. html

- ADL will publicly release letter today.
- jeff graham/ga equality is writing long piece for ajc op ed page- will support firing decision in detail- will run Thursday
- Faith in Public Life will run ajc oped Friday.
- I will be at the FIPL press conference this morning at the Capitol at l.Oam.

Thanks,

MM

Sent from my iPhone

coA-EMAtL004089
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January L3,2015 6:06 PM

Joe Binns

Fwd: Messages for Social Media

Joe:
See below. Help how you can

Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwa rded message:

From: "Torres, Anne" <a mtorres@Atla ntaGa.Gov>
Date: January t3,2OI5 at 11:56:20 AM EST

To: "Mul li nax, Mel issa" <MJ Mul li nax@Atla ntaGa.Gov>
Subject: Messages for Social Media

MM-

Please forward to all of our supporters and organizations. These are ready to go. We want
#lStandWithKasim trendi ng.

Tw¡tter Messages

#lStandWithKasim because all employees have a right to a boss who does not speak of them as

2nd class citizens. http://nyti.ms/IKFECYc

#lStandWithKasim because there is no place for discriminat¡on in the workplace

http : //nvt i. ms/1 KFECYc

Religious freedom have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was

predicta ble. http ://nvti. ms/LKFECYc #l Sta ndWith Kasim

Atlanta is a welcoming city for all - let's keep it that way #lStandwithKasim

http://nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Facebook Messages

Finally! Someone gets it right. There is no place for discrimination in the workforce. I support

Mayor Kasim Reed's decision to terminate the Fire Chief. http:/lnvti.ms/IKFECYc

Religious freedoms have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable

Read today's New York Times Editorial here: http://nvti.ms/]-KFECYc

g Pl¡[mFF',S
iå QfilBFà Çao -----.É.ì-

fr:/r.\t7.1^

coA-EMAtL004172
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#lStandwithKasim because he has it right: everyone, no matter who they love, should come to
work without fear of discrimination. Read it here: http://nyti.ms/IKFECYc

Anne Torres
Director of Com munications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
(o)404.330.6423
(c) 404.904.2618
(F) 404.s46.2983
www.atlantaga.Aov

@AnneMTorres

Stoy connected onTwitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

coA-EMAtL004173
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From:
Sent:

To:

Subject:

NJ-

The Mayor is getting hit pretty hard bythe religious right. Willyou help us by posting on your Facebook page?

See suggested messages below.

Than ks !

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Torres, Anne" <amtorres@AtlantaGa.Gov>
Date: January 13,2O15 at LL:56:20 AM EST

To: "Mu I li nax, Melissa" <MJ Mul li nax@AtlantaGa,Gov>
Subject: Messages for Social Media

MM.

Please forward to all of our supporters and organizations. These are ready to go. We want
#lStandWith Kasim trending.

Tw¡tter Messages

#lStandWithKasim because all employees have a right to a boss who does not speak of them as

2nd class citizens. htto://nvti ms/IKFECYc

#lStandWithKasim because there is no place for discrimination in the workplace.

http:l/nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Religious freedom have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was

predicta b le. http :/lnyti. ms/IKFECYc #lSta ndWith Kasi m

Atlanta is a welcoming city for all - let's keep it that way #lStandwithKasim

http://nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Facebook Messages

Finally! Someone gets it right. There is no place for discrimination in the workforce. I support

Mayor Kasim Reed's decision to terminate the Fire Chief. http://nyti.ms/1KFECYc

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 6:08 PM

Norma Driebe
Fwd: Messages for Social Media

1

g
T
Ë
åô
c'zuÈ 7

coA-EMAtLOO4275

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 124   Filed 05/01/17   Page 133 of 141



t

Religious freedoms have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable

Read today's New York Times Editorial here: http://nvti.ms/LKFECYc

#lStandwithKasim because he has it right: everyone, no matterwho they love, should come to
work without fear of discriminat¡on. Read it here: htto://nvti ms/IKFECYc

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed

(o)404.330.6423
(c) 404.e04.2618
(F) 404.s46.2983
www.atlantaga.gov
@AnneMTorres

Stay connected onTwitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

2
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From:
Sent:

To:

Subject:

NZ, CC:

See below. lf you guys can help by posting on FB or twitter, that'd be great.

Tha n ks.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Torres, Anne" <amtorres@AtlantaGa,Gov>
Date: January 13,2OtS at Ll":56:20 AM EST

To: "Mul li nax, Melissa" <MJ Mul li nax@AtlantaGa,Gov>
Subject: Messages for Social Media

MM.

Please forward to all of our supporters and organizations. These are ready to go. We want
#lStandWithKasim trendi ng.

Twitter Messages

#lStandWithKasim because all employees have a r¡ght to a boss who does not speak of them as

2nd class citizens. http://nvti.ms/IKFECYc

#lStandWithKasim because there is no place for discriminat¡on in the workplace

http ://nyti. ms/LKFECYc

Religious freedom have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was

p redicta b le. http ://nyti. msll-KFECYc #lSta ndWith Kasim

Atlanta is a welcoming city for all - let's keep it that way #lStandwithKasim

http ://nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Facebook Messages

Finallyl Someone gets it right. There is no place for discrimination in the workforce. I support

Mayor Kasim Reed's decision to terminate the Fire Chief. http:l/nyti.ms/]-KFECYc

Religious freedoms have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable

Read today's New York Times Editorial here: http://nvti.ms/IKFECYc

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January L3,20L5 6:09 PM

Natalie Zellner; Cecily Craighill

Fwd: Messages for Social Media

$
E
å

EXHIBIT
q,+

,5
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#lStandwithKasim because he has it right: everyone, no matter who they love, should come to
work without fear of discrimination. Read it here: http://nvti.ms/IKFECYc

Anne Torres
Director of Comm unications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
(o)404.330.6423

lc) 4o4.9a4.2678
(F) 404.s46.2e83
www.atlantaAa.gov

@AnneMTorres

Stay conneded on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

2
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

You got it!

On Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 1:06 PM, Mullinax, Melissa <MJMullinax@atlan wrote:
Lillian -
Can you help with this? Posting on fwitter and FB?

Thanks.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message

From: "Torres, Anne" <amtorres@AtlantaGa.Gov<mailto:amtorres@AtlantaGa.Gov>>
Date: January 73,2015 at 77:56:20 AM EST
To: "Mullinax, Melissa" <MJMullinax@AtlantaGa.Gov<rnailto:MJMullinax@AtlantaGa.Gov>>
Subject: Messages for Social Media

MM-

Please forward to all of our supporters and organizations. These are ready to go. We want #IStandWithKasim
trending.

Twitter Messages
#IStandWithKasim because all employees have a right to a boss who does not speak of them as2nd class citizens
http ://n)¡ti. rns/ I KFECYc
#IStandWithKa because there is no place for discrimination
in the workplace. http://ri)¡ti.ms/l KFECYc
Religious freedom have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable. http.//nyti.ms/IKFECYc
#IStandWithKasim<http s ://twitter. cono/search?q:%23 IStandWithKasim>
Atlanta is a welcoming city for all - let's keep it that way #IStandwithKasim http://nyti.ms/IKFECYc

Facebook Messages
Finally! Someone gets it right. There is no place for discrimination in the workforce. I support Mayor Kasim Reed's
decision to terminate the Fire Chief. http://nyti.ms/IKFECYc
Religious freedoms have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable. Read today's New York
Times Editorial here: http ://n)¡ti. ms/ I KFECYc
#IStandwithKasim because he has it right: everyone, no matter who they love, should come to work without fear of
discrimination. Read it here: http ://nyti. ms/1 KFECYo

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
(o) 404.330.6423

lillian govus <lilliangovus@gmail.com>

Tuesday, January L3,2015 6:39 PM

Mullinax, Melissa

Re: Messages for Social Media

I
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,

, (c\404.904.2618
(F) 404.s46.2983
www. atlantaga. gov<http ://www, atlantaga. gov/>

@AnneMTorres

Stay connected on Twítter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

¡
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Mullinax, Melissa

Tuesday, January 13,20L5 7:40 PM

Torres, Anne; Garland, Jenna

Shahar, Robin
press release- 1-1.3-20L5
press release- 1-13-2015.doc
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PRBSS RBLEASE

City of Atlanta Releases the Larv Department's
Investigative Report of Kelvin Cochran

ATLANTA- The City of Atlanta Law Department performed a thirty-day investigation
into the publication of the book Who Told You That Yozt Were Naked by former Fil'e
Chief Kelvin Cochran. The Law Department issued its findings in an Investigative Report
released on January 9,2015.

The lnvestigative Report shows that Mr. Cochran did not have authority to publish the
book as requiled by the Atlanta Code of Ordinances and that he distributed the book to at
least nine subordinates at wolk. It also describes a general consensus among the
interviewed Atlanta Fire Rescue Department employees that Mr. Cochran's book
publication, in his capacity of Fire Chie{ undermined his ability to provide leadership to
the Department in the future.

The findings demonstrate the inaccuracy of the relentless assertions, by a vocal minority,
that the Mayor terminated Mr'. Cochran for his religious beliefs.

"Mr. Cochlan and I are both men of faith," said Mayor Kasim Reed. "My decision has
nothing to do with his religion and everything to do with his judgment and conduct as the
leader of the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department and a member of my Cabinet. Ml. Cochran
ignored the City's Ethics Code which establish a clear protocol which musl be followed
before a Commissioner may engage in private activity for pay. Mr. Cochran made
numerous judgment decisions regarding the book that are unacceptable for a leader in
City of Atlanta government: he sold the Book withoul the requisite approval; he authored
the book identifying himself as the Atlanta Fire Chief; he distributed the book at work,
despite the fact that is content expressed opinions which are contrary to tlie City's and
my personal commitment to nondiscrimination; he exposed the City to potential litigation
frorn employees; and he published the book without ever mentioning it to me. Mr.
Cochlan's decisions as a City official, not his religion, resulted in his termination."

Authoritv

Atlanta's Ethics Code estabüshes the required applovai process for Departrnent heads

who wish to engage in outside activities "for remuneration".
Commissioners - . . may engage in private employment or render services
for private interest only upon obtaining prior written approval fi'om the
board of ethics in accordance with this paragraph. The board of ethics
shall review each request individually and provide written approval or
disapproval of the notification within thirty days.

(Atlanta Code of Ordinances, Section 2-820 (d).

o
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I

The independent report found that "no such approval was sought or rendered in the
publication of the book that is available on Amazon.com for purchase". (Investigative
Report, p. l).

Distribution of Book in Worknlace

The Investigative Report determined that Mr. Cocluan distributed his book in the
worþlace to at least nine individuals. Three of them stated that the book was given to
them without a request on their part. (Investigative Report, p. 2)

Most notably, Mr. Cochran provided the book to a Battalion Chief during a professional
counseling one-one-one session. The Battalion Chief did not request a copy of the book.
The purpose of the session was to discuss what the Battalion Chief needed to do to
prepale himself for appointment to the position of Assistant Chief. The Assistant Chief
position rs the only s\Morn position that a Fire Chief may appoint using his sole discretion;
all other sworn positions are filled through a pre-determined selection process-
(Investigative Report, p. 2)

Discinlinarv Decision s

The Investigative Report found no indication that Mr. Cochran allowed his religious
beliefs to compromise his disciplinary decisions. (Investigative Report, p. 3)

None of the witnesses interviewed for the Investigative Report were able to identifo a
specific instance of unfair treatment by Mr. Cochran based on his religious beliefs. One
of the witnesses, a lesbian who is a retired Battalion Chiei stated that during her
employment, she suspected Mr. Cochran's religious beliefs and consequently took a
voluntary demotion. (Investigative Report, p. 4)

Judgment as Department Head

The Investigative Report evinces that Mr. Cochran's actions undermined his ability to
lead the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department. "There was a consistent sentiment among the
witnesses that firefighters throughout the organization are appalled by the sentiments
expressed in the book. There is also a general agreement the contents of the book have
eroded trust and have compromised the ability of the chief to provide leadership in the
future. . . . [Union president Borders] echoed the sentiment of distrust and disgust created
by the contents of the book with the representation in the book that Chief Cochran is
speaking in his capacity as AFRD Chief," (Investigative Report, pp. 3-4)
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