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THE VTDEOGRAPHER: This is the

beginning of Media Number 1- in the

deposition of Anne Torres ín the mat,t.er of

Kel-vin Cochran versus City of Atlanta,
et, â1. , Case Number 1:15-cv-00477 .

Today¡s daLe is February 22nd, 2017.

The time on the monitor is 2:L9 p.m. My

name is Brandon Brantl.y, and Irm the

videographer. The court reporter is
Suzanne Beasley. We are here with Huseby

Global Lit,igat,ion.

Counsel, please int.roduce yourselves,

after whích the court reporter will swear

in t.he witness.

MR. CONNELLY: Ken Connelly,

Christiana Hol-comb, and Kevin Theriot.,

who's presently not in the room but will be

momentarily, for Plaintiff Kel-vin Cochran.

MS . HINTON: Kathryn Hinton f or t.he

Defendants.

(The signature of the witness to the

deposition was reserr¡ecì-. )

ANNE MAR]E TORRES,

having been duly sworn, was examined and test,ified
as f ol-lows:
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EXAMTNATION

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Good afternoon, Ms. Torres.

A. Good afternoon.

a. My name is Ken Connelly, and I'm one of

the attorneys f or Chief Cochran in this mat,t,er.

Would you please state and spell your full
legal name for the court reporter.

A. Sure. My first name is Anne, A-n-n-e.

Middle name is Marie, M-a-r-i-e. Last name is

Torres, T-o-r-r-e-s.

O. Have you ever been deposed before?

A. No.

O. Since you havenrt been deposed before, I
just want to go over a few basic around rul-es so it
will make it a little easier and more seamless for us

today.

A. Sure.

O. The court reporter and the videographer

will be t,ranscribing our answers today.

A. Okay.

O. So Lo the best of your ability and your

recol-l-ection, please make all your answers verbal and

clearly stated rather than hand gestures or nods.

A. Sure.
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O. This is probably as big a probl-em f or me

as it is for anyone, but let,ts do our best, t,o try and

not, t,o talk over each ot,her. P1ease let me f inish a

question, and I will try and sense when you're done

wit,h an answer before asking you a follow-up. It,

just makes it easier for t.he court, report,er to type

so she doesn't miss anything.

A. Okay.

O. If I ever ask something that,'s unclear

that you

A. Uh-huh.

O. just tell me right, ahray. I'l-I rephrase

iL, or we'Il- figure out a way for me to clarify it.
A. Sure.

O. If you give an answer and then later think
of somet,hing you want to add to t.hat, answer or modify

about it, just let. me know at any time, and I'lL
provide you with an opportunity to do t,hat.

A. Okay.

O. Is t,here any reason why you can't, provide

the most accurat.e testimony today?

n
n

'lrTa

O. Are you under any prescript,ion medications

or other medications that might impair your ability
Lo testify?

')')

23

24

25

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - \ilashington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 8 of 174



I

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 9

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

\

l_

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

1_0

11

12

l-3

T4

15

76

1,7

18

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

A. No.

O. Are you under t,he influence of any other

substance that, might. impair your ability to test,ify?

A. No.

O. Are you sick at, all today?

A. No.

O. Have you ever been a part.y to a l-awsuit?

A. No.

O. Have you ever testified in court?

A. No.

O. Do you understand Lhat your under oath and

t.he testimony you give today has the same import as

Íf you were testifying in a court of l-aw?

A. Yes.

O. Did you review any documents in
preparation for this deposition today?

A. Yes.

O. Tilhat. documents?

A. E-maiIs.

O. What kind of e-mails?

A. E-mail-s relating to the incident that

werre talking about today, meaning e-mails abouL the

book, media responses, press rel-eases, statement,s .

a. Did you consul-t with anyone regardíng your

at,t,endance in the deposition?
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A. Counsel.

O. Besides counsel.

A. No.

a. Have you read any of the pleadings or

documents in this matt.er? And what I mean by t,hat

are complaint, answer, any of the arguments, motions

made by counsel?

A. No.

O. Have you spoken with any other City
officials regarding this case since

A. No.

O. ,Just. a few general- background questions

before we get int.o the actual subst.ance of my

questions.

A. Sure.

a. Where \,vere you born?

A. North New ,Jersey.

O. Did you grow up t.here?

A. Yes.

O. Do you profess or practice any particular
religion?

aa
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O. Talk to me a lit.t]e bit about your

education, if you woul-d.

A. I went to. col-lege, graduated with a

bachelor's in advertising and market,ing.

a. Where did you go to college?

A. FIT, New York City.

O. Married?

A. No.

O. Children?

A. Yes.

O. How many?

A. One .

O. How old?

A. Thirteen.

O. Where do you l-ive now?

A. Buckhead, Atl-anta.

O. After you got out of FIT, give me a

thumbnail sketch of your employment, history.
A. Uh-huh.

O. Take me up to date.

A. Aft.er I got out of FIT, f started working

at an advertising and marketing agency in New York

City for about a year. A year into that career, I
was recruited to come work for the mayor. At the
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time, his name was Corey Booker. I accepted the job.

I was his direct,or of communicaLions for about six

years. I left that job, and then I was recruited to
come down here to Atlanta, and then I currently do

the same job, director of communications for
Mayor Reed.

0. Why did you l-eave that, job?

A. .fust want.ed to do something different,, and

politics is a very st.ressful- job.

O. You say politics is a stressful- job, but

you took the same job down here?

A. Yes.

O. hlas that by design or

A. I mean, I l-ove what I do and I enjoy the

work. Itts stressful, but. I love what I do.

O. TaIk to me about your current position

with the City of At.lanta.

A. As direct.or of communications , I 'fll
responsible for essentially communicating the

administration's position on a number of issues.

Depending on what type of media inquiries hle receive

- .l-.il*t 1-.¡a.ìa T nanana r'll annaa{-a nt ñÉôddv¡¡ q usr+J vqprpt ¿ rrlq¡¡syv s¿¿ qpyvvup v! yrvve

conferences, speech writing, social media, anything

communicat.ions re]ated.

O. Now, you say director of communications,

na

24
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the administration. Is there

A. For the mayor, for t,he City.

0. For the mayor. Is that for the mayor and

t,he Cit,y?

A. Yes.

0. Is Lhere a difference? fn other words,

when you put out, a press rel-ease, is that, for the

mayor and t.he City or how does is there some sort

of a distincLion?

A. Somet.ímes. SomeLimes some sLat,ements are

directly on behal-f of the mayor. Sometimes some

statements are on behalf of a certain department. It.

depends on the media inquiry or what the subject

matter is.

O. And is that noted in your communication?

A. Most of the time.

O. How is the office organized? And ltm

speaking personnel-wise now. If I were to come in on

an int,ervieu¡ or you just wanted to tell ffie, huy,

here's how ít's organized, tell me who works under

you.

A. Sure.

O. Ïi'ïho do you report to?

A. So I report to the chief of staff and to

the mayor. In my office there is currently I have

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 13 of 174
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a press secret,ary. I have a deputy press secretary.

I have a speech writer. I have three communications

specialísts. I have two folks who handle social

media, and one individual who handl-es ceremonial

documents.

0. Can you teII me who those people are?

A. By name?

0. Please.

A. Sure. So it's myself Ïtm sorry, I
f orgot, my assistant. So it's myself . It's Al-icia

Walker-Iiüilliams. She's my assistant. To the office
next to me is Alnissa Ruiz-Craig. To t,he offíce next.

to her is Christina Cruz-Benton, ,Jeu/anna Gait.her, Tom

Sabu1is, ,Judi V{eber, Jenna Garl-and, Shabree Morin,

Terrence Davis, Erica Radcliff, and Sonja Roberts,

and our receptionist, Shana, whose name escapes me

right now.

O. So you said you handle all communications

from official press rel-eases

A. Yes.

O. all the way t,hrough to social media?

Vac))
^

24
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25

O.

personnel

A.

How talk to me now we talked about

Uh-huh.
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O. and sorL of a tree of, you know,

responsibility. Talk to me about how a press rel-ease

or a communication from t.he City or the mayor

A. Uh-huh.

a. is born and how it, becomes an aduLt and

then gets sent out into the world.

A. For example, if there is a department that

has an initiative t,hat they want to promote to t.he

general- public, they'11 essentially give us some

information. That could be in the form of bullet
point,s. It coul-d be a conversation. It. coul-d be an

in-person meeting. T¡üe'11 essentially just. take that

information and \,vrite a press rel-ease on it and then

distribute it, once it's approved by management. in

that office.
So again, it depends on the subject

matter. It depends on the department.. It depends on

a f ew t.hings, but t,hat, is in a nutshell how it' s

done.

a. So you said that answer seemed Lo be

focused on like a specíf ic department. V'lhat \^/ere you

t,hinking about when you said department?

A. Oh, l-etrs say t.he Department of Public

V'lorks has a recycling initiative that, they want to

promote. You know, they'11 say they'1I either
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send the information by e-mail, theytll call, it will
be an in-person conversation. It depends.

O. Right. .

A. They'll sâ1r, here's the information we

want, to geL out. We'lI take it. As communications

f olks, we' 11 you know, we' 11 writ,e it, write it
out, get it approved by management of that

department, and t,hen send it out, .

0. When it. gets so for that Department of

Public Works, lou said do you write the press

rel-ease based on information they've given you,

right?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Does it ever go up the chain f rom you t.o

get approved by the mayor or city officials or

A. No. The mayor does not typically approve

all press rel-eases especially if it's rel-ated to a

certain department. That, would go it would go to

the department, head, in this case the commíssioner, a

manager, the person overseeing the recycling

initiative. They would take a l-ook at it, say this
.i ^ ^^^rre^.r-^ .i r- r ^ ^l-^.. F^ ^^-lJÐ quuu! qLE ¡ r u Ð \JÀcrJ u\J ÐEr¡u.

0. In distinction to t,hat, what about when

you are putting out a press rel-ease or any

communication on behalf of the City

11
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A. Uh-huh.

O. or the mayor, how does t,hat situaLion

V\¡Ofk?

A. Oh, t.hat's the same thing. My job is to

gather facts and informaLion from the folks who have

the information that I need. That depends on t.he

subject, maLter again, but it's my job to kind of

gather information, collect it, and figure out how t,o

communicate it.

O. But what I'm asking sorry if I wasnrt

clear.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Once you've crafted a message

A. Yes.

O. so in that case, would you get input,

from cíty officials
A. Yes.

O. to craft, that message?

A. Yes.

O. And then does it go back up to in oLher

words, it's not a department head now.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Who would t.hat be if t,he City you're

putting it out in the City's name?

A. It,rs only if it's you know, if it's

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 17 of 174
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a st,at,ement. on behalf of the mayor, then it \,voul-d go

t,o him directly, and he would sâ1r, y€s, I'm okay with

this. If it is T'm trying to think of a situation
where it woul-dn't be him but it woul-d be someone

else. If it's our chief operating officer, he

att,ended an event and he participated in a ribbon

cut,t,irg, and I wanted him to get his approval- on

something. It depends. So those are just different
examples of when I would get approval- from different.

folks.

a. So who would you say has final authority
regarding communication? I know you said it
depends

A. Uh-huh.

O. but, I rm

A. Yes, uh-huh.

O. it sounds like in terms of depart,ments,

t,hat you would draft. from information.

A. Yeah. I would say ultimately the agency

whots requesting t.he press release f or t.he

communication t,o be sent out.

^ ^nzl 
.i € .i .|- I ^ FL^ -^,,^- {-L^ .ì.i {-., {-L^- -i {-

)¿ . n¡¡q ¡! ¿ u e u¡¡s rtrqJ v! v! ultE v¿ uJ , UIIç¡I ¿ u

would be the mayor

A. Yes.

O. or somebody that, you report to?
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A. Yes.

(Exhibits 66 and 67 were marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporter has handed you what has

been marked as Exhibit, 66.

A. Yes.

O. We'l-l- have a number of these documents

u/e ' l-l- review today, so what I'11 usuall-y do is give

you a few seconds to look it over. Once you've

compl-eted that to your satisfaction, just look up,

and we can talk abouL the document,.

A. Sure. Okay.

O. So this looks to be an e-mail from Robin

Shahar

A. Uh-huh.

O. regarding an HRC equality index to you.

Is this the type of thing you were talking about., lou
get t,alking points from someone

A. Yes.

O. somewhere and then you okay.

V'lhen you sâ}¡, 'rI will t,ake care of this
after the 11:00 a.m. press conferencerr in that

9:44 a.m.

A. Uh-huh.
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O. is that what you mean, you were going

to get started on the draft,ing process?

A. Yes.

O. So ín t,his case, would this be Robin

Shahar would get t,he

A. Uh-huh.

O. sort of the final draft from you?

A. She would get she would get a draft
review. I'd also give it to the mayor most likely
because he was probably quoted in t.he press release,

and I would want him to sign off on his quote.

O. He signs off on t,he quote, t,hen it goes

back t.o Robin?

A. Yes.

O. What about social- media communicat.íon? T

know you said you run the gamut. from official press

releases all t,he way through social media.

A. Uh-huh.

O. How does that work?

A. Well, the mayor posts a lot, of what you

see himself on Twit.t.er and Facebook. Some messages

âÉô naa+-azl {-1âe^"^L -" ^ç€": ^^ T ^^""1 ,i *-^l^^1^'I -. ^.i ^r-q! v yvp uvs u¡¡! vqv¡¡ tttJ v! ! rvç . ! uvuru yJ- L/¡Jq.ury I.,J_\J¡!

and choose and show you which ones are and which ones

arenrL. But for the most part, t.hey'11 be lists of

press releases, different announcement,s, different

.>.
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videos . Tile post a lot of YouTube stuf f , so it
depends.

O. So when the mayor posts stuff on his

own

A. Uh-huh.

O. he just posLs it on his own?

A. Yes.

O. When you post, it for him, he gives you

approval?

A. Yes.

O. Would that be correct?

How about the City? Is there a

distinction there? In other words, if you're posting

something on does the Cit,y have a Facebook

A. Yes. It has a whole

O. Okay. Same question. How does that work?

Do you have carte bl-anche to do whatever you wanL, or

is there someone who's t,he f inal?

A. Not necessarily. I mean, â11 social media

t.hat,'s post,ed to the City counLs as approved through

my office.

O. And who you say approved through your

office. You do report Lo you said I think Candace

Byrd?

A. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.
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O. And correct me. V'lho's

A. And t,he mayor .

O. The mayor?

A. Yes.

O. So if youtre posting on the CiLy

account.

A. Uh-huh.

O. it get.s approved through your of f íce,

but

A. I ' l-l- approve it . I wont t funnel social-

media post,s or Twitter posts up to Candace or the

mayor.

O. Okay. So you have final approval

A. Yes.

a. on the City side?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you recognize this e-maiI, Ms. Torres?

A. Yes.

a. And what is it?
A. It is me sending the administration's

statement on t,he book to Dyana Bagby at the Georgia

O. Who is Dyana Bagby?

A. She was a report.er at the time with the

Georgia Voice.

vv¿vv.ôô
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O. What's the Georgia Voice?

A. It is an onl-ine publication. I woul-d say

it's an LGBT news outlet.

O. I¡{it.h a focus on those t.ypes of issues?

A. Yes, uh-huh.

O. Can you just tell me what 'ratl-media" is?

A. Atlmedia is the generic e-mail- address for

my office, so if somebody e-maíls t,hat, it's going to

hit everyone in the office instead of e-mailing folks

individually.

0. And do you cc t.hat when you send out an

e-mail- just to make sure everybody knows what's

A. Yes.

O. happening?

A. Uh-huh.

O. I'lhen was this statement developed?

A. T cannot. say for sure. I don't remember.

It would have most Iikely been developed the day of.

O. November 24Lh?

A. Yes, most likely, but, I don't remember.

0. And you said you took information from a

requesting party, say a department?

A. Uh-huh.

a. In t.his case, where would you have gotten

t.hat information to create this statement?
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A. Meaning I spoke to t.he mayor. I spoke to

our law department. T spoke to our HR commissioner.

I spoke to senior officials and

O. Did you see sorry.

A. Yeah.

O. I ' l-1 let you f inish.

A. And determined what, our position woul-d be

on the matter.

O. What senior officials are you referring to

there?

A. At the time, iL might have been Melissa

Mullinax. I don't remember t,he other attorneys in
the law department, so forgive me. Irm just.

generalizing Iaw department. Robín Shahar. I said

HR, and I'm not sure who el-se.

0. Were you responding to any media on this
when you crafted this statement?

A. I'm sorry, what do you mean?

O. In other words, did you get, a media

inquiry about the book, or was this your

A. Yeah.

A. No. Anytime lrve sent out a sLatement,, it
is in response t,o a media inquiry.

O. Do you know who so did Dyana ask you

'in'iri¡'l?n
Y

))
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something?

A. I'm assuming so.

0. Do you remember what she asked you?

A. Most likely, she woul-d have asked for the

Cit,y's staLement or position on the issue.

O. Do you know how the media became aware of

the issue of Chief Cochran's book?

A. T don'L remember how they became aware.

Most Iikely a tip. The f irsL outl-et to bring t,he

book to my attention at least was Ii{SB, and they had

received a tip about the book, and they brought it to

my attention.

O. And lrm assuming I don't work in the

press, but I'm assuming they didn't, Lell you where

they got t,he tip from?

A. No. They never do.

O. Probably make sure they don'L get many

tips after that?

A. Probably.

O. I just not,e here on the

A. Uh-huh.

O. on the second into the third sentence

it says, "In fact, the City of At,lanta has a number

of laws that prohíbit. díscrimination based on sexual

orientation and gender identify. "
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A. Uh-huh

O. Why do you príoritize those issues?

MS. HTNTON: Object to form. You can

answer.

THE I/üITNESS: V{hy did I prioritize?
I mean, this is I didn't any

decisions or anything in statement,s or not,

it's not a personal decision. This is how

it's crafted, and this is how it's approved

by senior of f icial-s. It's not. necessarily

my personal prioritizat,ion of it.
BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Can you think of t,he why these why

these categories woul-d show up first in t.he sent.ence

then?

A. I t.hínk it might be because that is the

way it might actually be written in Lhe

anti-discrimination policy or ordinance that we have,

but that might act,ually just be t.he order of the

words.

0. Could it have been the bullet points you

rcccivcd from citr* official-s?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: I think it is probably

the way that it's written just in the

a.)
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ordínance. That might just, be the way that,

the words are in order.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. At this point,, if you look at that final
sentence it, says, "If disciplinary action is
recommended as a result of the invest,igat,ion"

A. Uh-huh.

O. rrwerll t.ake decisive action to prevent

any inappropriate behavior from occurring in the

future. rl

A. Uh-huh.

O. Was it your understandíng at, 2:27 when you

e-maíl-ed this to Dyana Bagby that there was no

there \Âras no disciplinary action that had yet been

taken?

A. To my knowledge.

O. Up top at 78:27 p.m.

Uh-huh.

You said, "Updated statement coming

A.

0.

short,ly. "

A.

O.

recal-l-?

A.

O.

Uh-huh.

Ir[hy was there an updated statement; do you

f have no idea. I cannot remember.

Do you recall- whether there was discipline

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
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handed down t,hat day?

A. I don't remember.

O. You don't remember any meetings you might

have been in with respect to that updated stat.ement.?

A. No, I honestly don't remember. I don't

remember if this is the day that, t,he suspension took

place. Irm not, sure. If it is, then that. might have

been t.he reason, but I can't remember.

(nxni¡it 68 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporter has handed you what,'s

been marked Pl-aint.if f 's Exhibit 68.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Subject line is 'tFinal- st.at,ement from

mayorrr - -

A. Okay.

a. sent from you t,o Ms. Yancy, Ms. Taylor,

Ms. Byrd, and Ms. Wil-son.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Who's Ms. Vüilson, by the way?

7\ arl^^ .i ^ l^-..L-. 
^^^ã . Jrrç a Ð \J LIJ_ rJç!., t,l. L y \-\.,r\J .

O. And t,his is the final statement from the

mayor, correct?

A. Uh-huh. It appears that \n¡ay.

aôAL
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0. How did you determine the recipients on

this list,?

A. It might. be because those were the folks

t,hat T probably was conversing with earlier in the

day abouL what the administration's position woul-d

be, what steps werre going to be taking.

O. Now, it appears that this staLement is

different, from the

A. Yes.

0. earlier staLement you sent, to Dyana

Bagby.

A. Yes.

O. Can you walk me through how thís statement

was crafted?

A. The statements are different. This

statement here is the statemenL on behalf of the

administration. This is a statement on behalf of the

mayor himself . So this is me communicat.ing his

position or his feelings on a certain subject matter.

O. Do you recall having seen this e-mail

now with this, wit.h the mayorrs statemenL, does that

give you any better understanding or better

recollection of when t,he suspension decision came

down?

A. I don't recal-L when the suspension

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
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decision came down. Tt looks like hrhat is this?

If t,his is tI/24, it looks like it, happened on 1,t/24.

O. So sometime between that 2:27

A. Uh-huh.

0. p. m. and 5 222

A. Uh-huh.

O. it appeared that t.he suspension

happened?

A. Happened.

O. Correct?

A. Uh-huh.

O. You obviously have writ,t,en out something

for the mayor t.hat. says Chief Cochran will be

suspended

A. Right . Right, .

O. for a mont,h \Àrithout pay.

Do you recal-l- any meetings invol-ved with

coming up with this statement on behal-f of t.he mayor?

A. No.

O. Do you recall- how you got these bullet
who gave you these bullet points?

a{-.igu¿qIIqõ̂ T 'l^- I +- FL.i -l- T L ^ l1l9 ^1-^,,{- rL^*¡r:J qvvu u urrçul,,.1u

23 but, most likely I would have gotten them from HR. If
it talks about the suspension, it l-ooks like it,s HR.

O. And what did they tell you?
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A. Then they would have told me, \^/e made the

decision to suspend Chief Cochran. He'l-l- be required

to compl-ete sensitivity training. They were the ones

who probably woul-d have given me Lhe bullet, points

here to share.

O. Vrlas this statement shared with media

out,l-et, s ?

A. Yes.

0. In the mayor's name?

A. On behalf of the mayor, yeah.

0. When you made these statements on

November 24Lh

A. Uh-huh.

O. 20t4 both to Dyana Bagby and this
mayor' s stat,ement.

A. Yeah.

0. to your knowledge, had Chief Cochran

made any statement in the media?

A. I don't, remember.

O. Do you have any knowledge that. he did?

A. T donrt remember. I don't know.

O. Did Chief Cochran at this time or at the

time of the suspension ever contact you seeking

guidance on how to respond t,o media inquiries about

him or the book?
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A. I don't believe so. I donrt remember.

O. Do you know whether he contacted anyone in
your office?

A. That I def initely don't know.

O. Did anyone else in the mayor's cabinet,

incl-uding Ms. Yancy or anyone el-se that, works f or him

at that level in that office, tel-l you t,hat the chief

had inquired about. how to handle media inquiries?

A. Not t.o my knowledge.

a. Itll give you a little bit, of time to

f amil íaríze yourself with t.hat, . It ' s been marked as

Plaint,if f 's Exhibit 49 , I believe.

A. Uh-huh. Okay.

O. Do you recognize this chain of e-mails?

A. Yes.

0. And what, is it, if you recall?

A. It l-ooks like an e-mail chain. I don't

know if I initiated it. It looks like an e-mail-

chain where I am al-erting everyone that I am going to

be doing an interview. This is what I was referring
to as WSB being t,he first media outlet to report t.he

^-- l^--^^l- F1^^ Ll^^ l^^^l- 7L 1 ^^1-- 1.,:t-^
ItçWÞ \Jr L.r!çCt¡! L¡IE I¡CWÞ \JII L.Irç LrL,\J^.. I L J-(JUll.Þ Jl-J\'E

I'm doing an interview, and Irm reaching out to folks
just t,o make sure I have my point,s together, Trm

communicating our position accurately.
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O. And you mentioned before that VüSB had

received a t,ip? Did they then call you? Is Lhat how

this WSB

A. Yes.

a. opportunity came up?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you know who el-se t,hey int,erviewed?

Did you event,ually do an interview?

A. r did.

O. Strike that first question.

Do you know who el-se they interviewed?

A. I don't remember. I t.hink flo, Itm

sorry. I think they interviewed Al-ex Vrlan as well.

O. Any other

A. I don't remember.

O. int,erviews you can remember?

whose idea was it to do the ínterview with

WSB?

A. T believe I made the decision.

O. So authorized by anyone el-se, or \^Ias that

you?

A. No. Me.

O. Iiüho did you speak to f rom V'ISB; do you

recall- ?

A. Aaron Diamant u/as the reporter.
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O. Do you revie\^r any documents bef ore you

spoke to Mr. Diamant?

A. No.

O. Did you prepare any documents or notes

that, you can recall?

A. I might have.

O. Do you know whet.her t.hose have been

produced by your counsel-?

A. I mean, it l-ooks like they're right
here

O. So you think

A. in e-mail.

O. you're the one t.hat wrote this e-mail?

You also say here I'm reading the third
sentence 'rAaron Diamant will be here at city hall
shortly t.o int.erview council members.I' Next

sentence, "I have denied t,heir request to ínterview

Chief Cochran. "

A. Uh-huh.

0. Why did you deny their request to

ínterview Chief Cochran?

n ñ -L !l^^ !.:-^ --1-^- : Ê Ll-^--- -! -.Èl.. .DSUCTLIÞË CI.L LIIE LIIIIC WTISII ÞU J.J- LIIçTE IÞ

an media inquiry that comes in, then one person is
delegated t.o speak on behal-f of the administration.

At this poinü, Chief Cochran was still an employee,

áz
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and I didn't f eel like it \^/as appropriate f or him to

speak on a book that we didn't have any knowledge

about or didn't have any other further information

oî, so I decided t,o speak only behalf of the

administration. It,'s not it,'s noL out of

the ít's not it's normal- for me to make those

types of decisions on a daily basis.

O. Do you recal-l what you said to

Mr. Diamant?

A. I don't remember.

O. Looking at that e-mail right above that

from Ms. Yancy

A. Uh-huh.

O. at 70:12

A. Yes.

O. she appears here to be responding to

some of the things you were planning on saying.

A. Yes.

O. She said, "ülê've been Lold by employees it,

was distribuLed in a command st,af f meet j-ng. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. "I stopped investigating based on the

feedback meeting from l-ast \deek. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. Were you part of t,hat f eedback meeting
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that, Ms. Yancy ment.ions?

A. No.

O. Do you know did she ever t.ell you what

about that meeting caused her to stop investigating?

A. No.

(Exhíbit. 69 was marked for
ident,if ícation. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Looking down on that e-mail- or this
document that's been marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 69

A. Uh-huh.

O. it appears t,hat yourre responding to an

inquiry from Jonathan Shapiro.

A. Uh-huh.

O. And he's with WABE?

A. Yes.

O. Irm looking at, the 11:09 towards the

bottom of the page.

A. Yes.

O. It said, "Hêy, ,-Tonathan, we rel-eased a

statement yesterday. I wilL forward it, t,o you. No

^LI^^-- ",i-r^-----1 ^-- Ll^..: 
- 

L^l^-- rt9LIICT -LrrLgI V J-CW \Jrr UrrJ-Þ r-LJLrCry . "

A. Uh-huh.

a. Had there been other interviews t,hat, day?

What were you referring to t.here?
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A. I don't. be1ieve there were any other

interviews that day. Although it,'s at 11:09, it's
highly doubtful t,hat t,here were any interviews that

morning. Typically no other interviews just, means

t.hat the statement speaks for itself and we're not,

providing any on-camera int,erviews.

a. How do you normally schedul-e interviews?

A. Depends. Depends on what time the media

inquiry comes in. Depends on what our decision is to

respond. Sometimes there are no int,ervíews.

O. How many \i\¡ere you receiving, would you

say?

A. Media inquíries?

a. Media inquiries for this on this issue.

A. A lot.

O. And what was the reason for you deciding

there woul-d be no other interviews on that?

A. Because like I said, I felt that the

statement that actually the two statemenLs t,hat. we

had previously rel-eased the day before spoke for
themselves, and we didn't, need to further explain our

position on the issue.

(Exhibit, 70 was marked for
identification. )
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BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporter ' s handed you \^rhat ' s

been marked as Plaintiff 's Exhibit 70. Do you reca1l

seeing this e-mai1 from Abigait ohlheiser?

A. Yes.

O. Had you worked with her before?

A. Yes.

O. I want to talk to you a little bit about

what's t,he process f or 'responding to questions and

e-mail posing questions like this.
A. Uh-huh.

0. We talked a lit,t,le bit, about, press

releases and social media. lVhat's the process for
answering quest,ions like this that are posed in a

serial format?

A. The process is typically the same. We

will t.ake a l-ook at the questions. Vüe'11 conf er with

other senior officials, if needed the mayor. Depends

on the subject matter. And we'l-1 formulate

responses, t,hey'1I be approved., and then we'11 send

them out.

^ 
T* *..*1^^- r.-,^ .i -v. IlL rrur[usr Lwv rt¡ y\JL¿! J-çÞyL/IIÞsÈ

A. Uh-huh.

a. I'll just read Abigail's question

there, even through it's really just your responses.

Á¿
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But, she asks, 'rHas t.he mayor reviewed the book in

question?'t Your response hlas, rrYes, the mayor has

read the book. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. trThere are a number of passages ín the

book that directly conflict with the Cityts

nondiscrimination policies . "

A. Yes.

O. Do you remember where you got the

information the mayor had read the book?

A. I bel-ieve I had asked, or someone else had

asked, and I l-earned t.hat he had read the book.

O. Asked the mayor?

A. Yes.

O. Do you recall when he had read t,he book?

A. No. I believe he read the book the day

that it was brought to our attention, which would

have been either t,he 24tr]n or t.he 25t.h.

O. Was it your understanding he read the

entire book?

A. I do not know if he read t.he entire book.

a. V{hat did you mean when you said he had

read the book?

A. He had communicated to me tha! he had read

the book. I did not ask specifically what that

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
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meant.

O. What did you understand the phrase 'rthere

are a number of passages in t,he book that directly
conf lict with the City's nondíscrimination policies'r

to mean?

A. There were a number of passages in t,he

book that \^rere derogatory towards indívidual-s of

different. religions, different, sexual- preferences,

dif f erent, genders, and those are the passages t.hat

Irm referring to here.

O. What was your understanding at that time

about how any disciplinary action would be handled?

MS. HINTON: Object to the form.

THE WITNESS: At that time? It
appears as though he might have already

been suspended at this point.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. V'lhat. did you understand the next. st.eps t.o

be in your role?

A. There woul-d be an investigation int,o the

matter.

v r.r1^^! ..*l^-.^L^-1.:-- ^,8 ,.1^^L
vvrrclr.- wcrÞ y \JLrr LlrrLlsJ- Ð uo-rrLr_Lrly \Jt wIIclL r

the investigation woul-d play in t,he disciplinary
process?

A. Depending upon the ouLcome of the

't
-L¿ ¿
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investigation, additional-, if necessary, discíplinary

action woul-d be handed down.

O. The bottom of your response to quesLion

one, you say second to t,he bottom

A. Uh-huh.

O. 'tEmployees sent concerns about t,he

content of the book to t,he administrat.ion, and we

took actíon.rr Do you know who t.hose employees were?

A. Employees sent concerns [o, I do not

know who the employees were.

(Exhibit 7L r^/as marked for

identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporLerrs handed you what's

been marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 71-. Do you

recognize this e-mail- chain, Ms. Torres?

A. Yes.

O. What. is it?
A. It looks like an e-mail chaín between

myself and Matt Hennie, ediLor of Project O.

0. Cou1d you tell- me whaL Project O is?

A. Project O is a LGBT onl-ine news site.

O. Is t,hat similar to the Georgia Voice then?

A. Yes.

O. Looking at that ]-I:24, which is the back
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page. Unfort,unat,ely everything runs in reverse in
t,he e-mail worl-d. The 2:29 p.m.

A. Yes.

O. you say that you sâ|, "Hi, Mat.t,,

didn't get your e-maíI but here is our statement,.rl

A. Right.

O. Do you remember what, prompted your e-mail

to him?

A. He might have cal-l-ed and left, a message

saying that he sent an e-mail- and that no one

responded, which is my guess.

O. So at 3:26 right above that, 1rou said, "Arr

updated statement, is coming. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. You talked a little bit earlier with Dyana

Bagby. I think that, was at

A. Right.

0. 2:27, so do you t,hink it's somewhere

between 2:27 and 3 226 t,he suspension happened?

A. Possibly

a. Is that, why you think you may have

t^^^.^IJCEI.I

A. It looks that way.

a. Moving on t,o the next page at the

4:27 p.m.

z z
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A. Uh-huh.

O. So this is you Lhen giving him t,he updated

statement of 4/27. This is the mayor's statement

that \^re spoke about before

A. Yes.

O. as weLl, correct?

A. Yes.

O. And his just to round out this
particular chain, 5:01 -- you donrt need to turn the

page. It just starts at 5:01 the page before. He

says, r'Irve added t.hat, to my story as wel-l as

highlighted the mayorrs actions on social media."

Vühy do you think he said t,hat to you?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: Where is the line?

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. It's at the top of page it's at the top

of the page where the mayorrs statement is, the

mayorrs statements aret sorry. Right Ehere by the

staple.

A. Uh-huh. Why do I think he said that?

O. Illell, he said he highlighted the mayor's

actions on social media.

A. Uh-huh.

O. If he \^ras looking for information from
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you, why is he telling you \,\rhat, he's doing?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE VüITNESS: I don't know.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Did you ask him to provide some sorL of

highlighting
A. No.

a. of t.hese issues?

I'm going to move to the 12/1-0, or

December 10t,h e-maiI.

MS. HINTON: One more page.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Which begins actually on the

A. Okay.

O. It's a December 10th e-mail. It starts at

3 :29 p. m.

A. Uh-huh.

O. and it, runs over. He asks you a few

questions that are starred. At the l-ast star, he

says, rrsome conservative pundits and activists claim

that, Chíef Cochran was suspended over the antigay
-------l-- .:- l--: 

- 
t^^^l- ----f 1 ^--L -i ---rErlrcrr.ltÞ J_r.r r¡J_Þ rJ(J(JrL, ctlILt (JII ctL IedÞL (JIIe (JuuctÞJ_(JIL,

you r ve countered thaL . "

What is he referring to there?

A. Which part of t,hat,, the one occasion?

z¿
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O. Yes, rron aL l-east one occasion yourve

countered that,. "

A. I don't remember what occasion that. might

have been.

O. Do you recalI countering that?

A. Yes.

0. And how did you counter it; do you recall?

A. I don't remember. Most. likely through a

written statement. I'm not sure.

O. In response t,o his questions, you said,

"Let me check on ansü/ers to your first, Lhree

questions. As for the l-ast one, here is our

response. rl

A. Uh-huh.

O. Why did you need to check on those three

and have a response to the lasL one?

A. Why did f need Lo check on the first two?

O. I thought. it was three.

A. Irm sorry, t,he first three. Because at

t.he Lime those were the investigation was not,

complete on December 10th. I believe Chief Cochran

was still suspended at the time. I did not have

answers to these quest.ions at the time.

O. The one you did answer, you said, "Hê

exercised poor judgment, and violated City policy. t'
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A.

O.

t,here?

Uh-huh.

Iiühat City policy were you referring to

A. The City has a polícy where city officials
who are earning income of any kind outside of their
employment need to have it cleared with the office of

ethics. They need t.o report ít.

O. What's your understanding of how that
process works?

A. My understanding is, you know, you're an

employee, 1rou want t,o take on a consulting job. You

report it to the office, Lo the ethics office. You

describe in detail what. it is t,hat you are t,rying to
do, and they form an opinion and send it back t.o you,

and then cl-ear it with your supervisor as well.

O. And you're saying t.hat, one of the reasons

that the chief was suspended is because he didn't
foll-ow that et.hics

A. Yes.

O. process?

Looking at the 12/17, December 1-7th ltm
^^L..^l'l-. L1^^ f--^*L mI^^--^ r -o.\-r-ucrJ-J-y \Jrr Lrrç rr\JrrL yclYE. J_rrErE Ð Õ-

A. Yeah.

O. It looks like Matt Hennie at. 11:55 a.m.

this is the bottom half of the page

Á¿
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A. Uh-huh.

O. sends an e-mail- to you and says, rrTurns

out, the chief appeared before leaders of the Georgia

Baptist Convention last week while serving his

suspension t.o discuss his book. The GBC then rallied
its supporters and created an online peLition

supporting him, " and then he links to a story he's

done.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Was this the first time you'd heard about

the Georgia Bapt,íst. Convention?

A. I think so. I canrt remember, but I think

so.

O. What did you do with this information?

A. I most tikely shared it with others and

checked to see if we woul-d be responding to that

specif ic cl-aim.

0. Do you recal-l- who you shared that with?

A. I do not remember.

O. I know you said you didn't recall who you

shared it with. Do you remember any reaction

generally t,o t.hat, passing that along?

A. To him speaking?

O. To that fact, that Matt Hennie

A. What?
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O. To the fact that Matt Henníe had given you

this information.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Said you don't remember speaking

specifically who you spoke to.

A. I don' t, .

0. Do you remember any react.ions from people,

even if you cantL remember theír faces or their
names?

A. T mean, later on I dontt think it was

the first tíme that the chief had spoken during t,he

suspension. I think because he kept Lalking about

it, f olks were disappoínted that he had chosen t,o do

something that he was tol-d not to do.

O. ïühen you say f ol-ks were disappointed?

A. Colleagues, the mayor.

O. Talk to me about who those were, who those

people were.

A. ,Just a general sense of colleagues, you

know, or HR commíssioner, who said not to speak

during t,he suspension or talk about it. The mayor

Áz ..^^-t!
Wd.ÐII L -'Iyr ^^ ^^l ^l^^".Lcd.ÐELl ctrJt. tlL
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department \^/eren't, pleased about it. .fust

colleagues.

O. So you do remember Commissioner Yancy
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A. Yes.

O. being disappointed. Wha! did she say

t,o you specifically; do you recall?

A. I don't remember what she said to me

specifically.

O. But it was your undersLanding that she had

t,old Chief Cochran not, to speak about, the suspension?

A. Yes.

0. Did she t,ell you that specifically?

A. I knew because I received t.he l-etter, the

termination l-ett.er. I had I knew details of the

suspension and what was asked of him.

a. Okay. I just want to make sure I have

this right. You said termination l-ett,er.

A. Irm sorry, suspension letter.

O. So it's your testimony that you received

this you got this understanding from t,he

suspension letter?
A. Once he \^ras suspended, and I don't know

if I can't forgive me. If it's not, the

suspension letter, forgive me. But when he was

suspended, it, woul-d have been relayed to me, here are

t,he terms of his suspension just so that you know in

case you are asked any quest.ions about it. At. that

time, iL would have been most likely that she told

l_0
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fr€, we have asked Chief not, to speak during about.

his suspension while he's not here. That, might even

be typical practice actual-ly on other employees in
general who are suspended. They are asked not to
talk about it or provide details about it.

O. When you passed this along, even t,hough

you don't, remember who

A. Yes.

O. you spoke to, before you passed it,

along, did you attempt to track down whether the

informat,ion t,hat. Mat,L Hennie had passed to you was

accurat.e?

A. I donrt remember.

O. Did you t.ask anyone in your office with

trackíng down

A. I don't remember.

O. whether that was accurat,e?

(Exhibit 72 h/as marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporLer's placed before you
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A. Uh-huh.

O. It's a litt.le short.er one thankfully.
you recognize t,his document?

Do
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A. Yes.

O. And what is ite
A. It is an e-mail exchange between myself

and Katie Leslie, a reporter at the A,JC.

a. And that's the Atlanta

,Journal- - Const i tut ion?

A. Yes.

O. Is that the paper of record

A. Yeah.

O. so to speak down here?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Looking at the II/16 e-mail-, the closing

e-mail- at. l-east in this chain to Ms. Lesl-ie, 1zou

say

A. Uh-huh.

O. t'You talked to him on the phone. I
think you got his point. rr

A. Uh-huh.

a. Tiüho were you when you said trhis, r' I
just wanL to make sure I know who you were referring

to.

A. I believe this hlas the mayor.

0. So you think she's talking about the mayor

here?

A. This is from me to her, correcL?
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0. Correct,. Yes.

A. So t,his is me talking about t,he mayor. So

when I say, rrYou talked to him on the phone,rr I
believe she has probably spoke to hím on the phone.

O. Let's just l-et me ask you a few more

quest,ions here, and I'm not sure if that.'11 change,

but

A. Uh-huh.

O. at least we'll get some clarity.
A. Uh-huh.

a. You follow up by saying, "His point

doesn' L. mat.t.er af ter the f act . You keep avoiding the

centraL point was t.hat, he did not even have a

conversat.ion with his boss, the mayor, before the

book was published. He doesn't. deny that. He did

not read the book when he handed it to him. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. I'm just trying to tease out who t,he he's

and his.

A. Yeah.

a. Does that second paragraph throw any Iight,
Ll^^ .C:---L --1-^- rr\r--- L-ll-^l L^ f-.j- Ll-^\Jrr Lrrc L J-r Þ L wIIgII yLrrl Þcl.y r LJL,r. Lcr_LJLËL,r LrJ rr_Lll] (Jrr LrrË

phone, I think you got his point"?

A. Yes.

0. And what do you

zz
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A.

O.

t,hat, page.

A. Uh-huh.

a. It says, rtKat.ie Leslie' s writ ing Lo you.

She said Cochran said he gave a copy of the book to

Reedrs of f ice l-ast. ,January, that the mayor l-ater

confirmed receiving it and t.old Cochran he planned to

read it,. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. It sounds there like Kat.ie Leslie may have

t,alked t,o Chief Cochran on the phone.

A. Yes.

O. Is that, so is that does that. maybe

make you thínk he didntt that she's referring to

Chief Cochran in that first senLence?

A. Yes.

O. Okay. Yeah. And I'm not. trying to, you

know, contradict you. Irm trying just, to figure out

who the his's and

A. Yeah.

O. you know, there's a lot of his's and

hers in there.

A. Uh-huh.

O. But your the point Ird like to focus

Meaning referring to the mayor? Yes.

Yes. üüell, leL's go down to t,he bottom of

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 53 of 174



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I

9

10

11

t2

13

t4

15

L6

T7

18

T9

20

2L

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA' ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 54

on having clarified that that is
A. Uh-huh.

O. he did not read t.he book when he handed

it t,o him, so it \^ras your understanding, it sounds

Iike trom this sentence

A. Uh-huh.

O. that the mayor received the book from

Chief Cochran.

A. Uh-huh. Yes .

MS . HINTON : Ob j ect, t.o f orm.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

a. But he didn't read it when he was handed

ir
A. Yes.

O. when it was handed to him?

A. Thatts what, ít says.

O. Okay. Ilrle talked about this a lit,t,le bit
before when you told me you t.hought. the mayor may

have read the book much closer in time to the

suspension date.

A. Uh-huh.

^ 
r.rl^^ L^11 --^-- LL^L I^^ 1^^l -:--^l Ll^^

v . yIII(J r-UJ_\l yLJtI LIICT L IIE IICIL,I I EUEJ_ V ELl. LIIE

book; do you recall?

A. Who told me that he had received the book?

O. Yes.

zz
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A. At what point, meaning here this might

have been the first time that I even knew that Chief

Cochran had given the book to the mayor. At, t,hat

point, in time, meaníng l-ast ,fanuary.

O. You're saying here, "H€ did not read the

book when he handed it Lo him. " That seems Lo me to

imply that you had some prior knowledge that he had a

book in hand but just didn't read it.
A. No. It means îo, it doesn't mean that

I had prior knowledge. It means that, I probably

discovered t.his after I got. the inquiry. Does that

make sense?

0. Maybe. Katie Lesl-ie's point. to you in the

directly preceding e-mail is, rrT think Cochran's

point is the admínistration has known about his book

f or a long while. And our conLention bel-ow is

that

A. Yes.

O. Chief Cochran said he gave the mayor a

book in ,Ianuary.

A. Right.

O. You don'L deny that fact. here, You just

say he didn't read the book when he got it?
A. Right. So after this type of inquiry

comes in, I will typically ask, right. So at this
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time I probably did not know that he gave him t,he

book l-ast, ,January. But I'll sâ1r, h"y, Mayor, did you

get t,his book last ,January. If I get a yes, then at

that point I'11- know, but I think before t,his e-maiI,

I don't think I knew t,hat he had given him the book a

year prior.

O. Did you go to the mayor after t.his?

A. I believe so.

O. And what did he tell you?

A. He probably said, I did get the book, but

I didntt read it when he gave it I mean, exact,ly

what I'm communicating to her.

a. Okay. So he got the book, he just didn't
read it?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: Yeah. I believe that's
the case.

(Exhibit 73 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporterts handed you what's
l^^^* *^-^l-^l ñ] ^.,:-L.:58 r ^ F--1^.:t^..: ! -îL/gE¿I lllclJ-r\.çLl r-LCIII¡t-J-J-l Þ .E¡,\IIJ-IJIL- / J .

A. Yes.

O. Do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

A¿
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O. And it appears to be an e-mail from you to

Matt Corbin at your atl-media address

A. Yes.

a. communicating the mayorrs statement

regarding Chief Cochran's Lermination, correct?

A. Yes.

O. Vüho is Matt Corbin?

A. He appears to be a reporter, not a

familiar one, though.

O. He has an e-mail of "corbinpainting, " so

he might have 'a side job.

A. Right.

O. Ilüell, the subject l-ine is rrl,ine of fire
radio. 't

A. Yeah.

0. Do you recognize that,?

A. The outl-et, oo, but I mean, ât the time we

were receiving a lot, of media inquiries from

different, media outlets, some familiar, some not.

O. V,lho draf ted this statement?

A. I believe I drafted it.

a. And who approved it?
A. Final approval- on that, would have came

from the mayor.

O. Vüere there any proprietary drafts of this

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 57
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t,hat. you worked withl
A. I don't remember.

O. This is communícat,ed to Mr. Corbin at 9 :24

p . m. on January 6th, 201"5, correct ?

A. Uh-huh. Yes .

O. Did t,he mayor have a press conf erence that

day?

A. I believe he did. I believe so. I knew

we had a press conference. I just don't remember if
ít was that day.

O. Were you at the press conference?

A. Yes.

a. Do you know the circumst,ances of the

chief 's meet.ing , or t.he meeting with the chief
regardinq his termination?

A. No.

O. Did you have any alternative draft.s of

statements prepared in case t,he chief decíded to

resign?

A. No.

O. None prepared?
n aÌ^

.¿-1. . I\\J ,

O. Do you recall- when you prepared t,his

particular statement?

A. Assuming during the day.

Áz

23

24

25

wrvw.huseby.com Huseby, Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 58 of 174



l

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 59

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

I2

13

1"4

1-5

1,6

t7

18

1"9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

O. During that

A. During t.he during t,he same day.

O. Is that usually t,he way ít, \^Iorks?

A. Yes.

O. So it's your recollecLion that t,his \^¡as

not. prepared prior to .fanuary 6th?

A. No.

a. Up top t,here, the actual t,ext, the e-mail-

separate from the press release, it says, "The mayor

is unavailable for additional interviews on t.his. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. 'rHowever, this is his official statement,

on t.he maLter.rl

A. Yes.

O. 'tThis is his off icial st.atement.tr

A. Yes.

O. Vrlhat did you mean by unavailable for
additional inLerviews?

A. To your point, to your question asking if
we had a press conference, if we did and it took

place on this dry, and the media I'm sorry, the

mayor addressed media at length, then that is

typically my response to folks, which is, he's

unavailable for addit,ional- interviews, which is he's

addressed this topíc at length and werre noL
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providing any more sound.

O. And t,his is Èhe official --
A. Yes.

O. statement, of the mayor

A. Yes.

a. or from lhe City?

A. No, from t,he mayor.

(Exhibit 74 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court, report,er' s handed you what ' s

been marked as Plaintiffts Exhibit 74.

A. Yes.

O. It appears t.o be an e-mail- from you t.o

Mary Reichard. Do you recognize that name?

A. No, but it l-ooks like she \^ras a 1egal

af fairs correspondent .

O. You have no reason to doubt the

authenticity of this e-mail-?

A. No.

O. Up top in respondirg, you attach Lhe

----^--I - -L-L^-^-LiltctyLJr' Þ ÞLctLglilerrL.

A. Yes.

O. And then you sây, "Mayor Reed is
unavailable, but I want to be clear considering your
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l-ine of questioning below. "

A. Yes.

O. "Chief Cochran was noL let go because of

his relígious beliefs. He was let go because he

exercised poor judgment and violated t,he City's
ethics code by not, notifying the proper city
of f icial-s. "

A. Yes.

O. Vfho were those City of f icials you are

referring to?

A. The ethics office.

O. So is it your testimony t.hat Chief Cochran

never contacted the et,hics office?

A. I didn't say he never cont.acted them. He

did not get approval, from my understanding, to

publish the book, to receive earned income from the

book. And I knew he had contact with them because

thaü had came out during the invest,igation.

(Exhibit 75 \Àras marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

a. The court reporter has marked t,his as

Plaintiff's Exhibit 75. It appears to be an inquiry

from a Mark Davis at the AJC to you; is t,hat correcL?

A. Yes.
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O. Do you remember receiving this from

Mr. Davis?

A. Yes.

O. Staying on that. back page for a second

A. Yes.

0. Sorry, needs to go backwards. Makes it a

little more difficult. Mr. Davis talks about

services he attended at Elizabeth Baptist Church

where Pastor Craig Oliver said a few words regarding

Chief Cochran, and it looks like he wants t.o speak to

t,he mayor.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Your response is, 'rI don't know if the

mayor will be available today given it is a

Sundayrl

A. Uh-huh.

O. and you've attached a statement.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Did you reach out to the mayor t.hat. Sunday

regarding his availabitity?
A. I probably did.

ñ- --^--aa --l--L I-- ---l 1^
V. Dv yUu rËUctII WIIcl.L IIe ËcrJ_Lll

A. I don't remember what he said.

O. Do you recall if he

A. Go ahead.
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0. SorrY.

A. Most likely if iL was on a Sunday, he

probably would have said he wasn I L avail-able.

a. Did you ever end up giving an int.erview t,o

Mr. Davis?

A. I don't believe we did.

O. Did you respond to Mr. Davis at a later
time regardíng that ínquiry?

A. I don't remember.

a. Did you pass along this information about.

the Elizabet.h Baptist Church and t.he comments of

Pastor Oliver to anyone, including the mayor and/or

his senior staff?

A. To my knowledge, I only gave t,his to t.he

mayor and asked if he want,ed t.o provide an interview.

O. When you say you gave it to him, do you

mean you forwarded it to him?

A. Meaning no. Meaning I probably texted

him about it.

0. V'lhen you texted him, did you explain the

contents of Mr. Davis's e-mail?

A. Yes. I mean, I it,'s a media inquiry so

I t lL provide all t.he details.

O. Did he have any response regarding Pastor

Oliver' s
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A. No.

0. comments?

A. No.

(nxfri¡it 76 was marked for
ident.if ication. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The courL. reporter has marked this
document as Pl-aint.íff 's Exhibit 76.

A. Uh-huh.

a. Appears to be an e-mail chain bet.ween you,

Robin Shahar, and Melissa Mullinax. The bottom is
Ms. Shahar

A. Uh-huh.

a. relaying a conversation she had with

Gl-en Pa-ul- Freedman f rom the Georoi a trcnral i l-r-¡ !-roarrl of

directors?

A. Uh-huh.

a. She says, rtDuring the conversation he

mentioned communications and he sent me an e-mail

regarding LGBT appreciation of t,he mayorts handling

of the Chief Cochran termination. "

A. uh-huh.

a. Did you ever have cont,act with LGBT

organizations who were sending these types of

messages regarding

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
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A. No. I don't, know. I don't remember if I
did, but I don't believe I did.

O. You don't believe you did, or you don't

recall- at all?
A. I donrt, recall at all. Tt's not

necessarily my scope of work.

O. V{hat, do you mean it's not your scope of

work?

A. Meaning it's not in my line of work to

communicat,e with organizat.ions about their position

on a certain subject matter.

O. Why do you t,hink Ms. Shahar sent you this
e -mai l- ?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: I think she sent it
because folks wanted to let her know how

they felt about the decision. You know,

and at the time, the mayor was

receiving \^re were receiving t.housands

of , quite frankly, disgusting e-mail-s

describing the mayor as an anti-Christ, a

Muslím terrorist. I myself had been cal-led

a few names on social- media. You know, âL

the time we \^/ere receiving very derogator!,

disgust.ing remarks from a number of a

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
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number of avenues, be it e-maíl, phone

calls, social- media. So this e-mail- was

most likely Robin just sending a note to

sâ!, here is an organization t.hat, agrees

with our decision.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

a. Up top you said, rrYes, I have seen the

good and the bad. " I think yourve just described the

bad.

A. Uh-huh.

O. !ühat are some of the good that you recall?
A. I think some of the good woul-d have been

folks you know, when I say folks, it would have

been followers on social media, most, likely that's
r¡¡ha-t r wa-s referring to, offer words of support., who

maybe saw some of t,he derogatory messages that \^rere

being sent to us and, you know, expressed their
displeasure with it.

(Exhibit 78 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

e. coing back to that rast e-mait real

quickly. You don't need to consult it. Do you

recal-l- when the derogatory messages began?

A. I think they started immediately at the
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suspension, around that t,ime.

O. The court. report,er ' s handed you what, ' s

been marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 78.

A. Yes.

a. Appears to be an e-mail- exchange

between oríginating with Melissa MuLl-inax

A. Yes.

a. senL to you and a number of other

people, and you responded to those peopl-e.

A. Yes.

O. What did you say .-Tenna Garland, what was

her position?

A. Jenna Garl-and is our press secretary.

O. Does she work under you?

A. Yes .

O. Beginning with Ms. Mull-inax's e-mail

A. Yes.

O. she says, "This New York Times

editorial should be widely distributed.rl

A. Uh-huh.

a.

A.

O.

senLence

A.

It l-ooks like she posted a link there.

Uh-huh.

With an excl-amation point on that

Uh-huh.
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O. What, was your role in deal-ing with t,he

issues, the it,ems t,hat Ms. Mullinax listed?
A. I 'm sorry. Tt{hat, does that mean?

O. WelI, she lists ''ADL will publicly rel-ease

let,t,er today. "

A. Yes. tühat, is my role in

O. In ot.her words, why would she send that to

you? Did you have some sort. of role on t.he

communications side of the house?

A. No, I didn't have a rol-e, but again, she

was letting me know t.hat there hrere organizat,ions and

individuals who saw t.hrough the religious rhet.oric

and understood or supported our decision based on

what. we had said, which was that this was not about.

religiorrs beliefs, thís was abor-rt rriol-ating city
policy

0. You just say "saw through the religious
rhetoric. " Vrlhat \^rere you ref erring to t.here?

A. You know, that. goes back to some of the

derogatory messag€s, folks at.t.acking the mayor,

individuals, and saying that this was a decision that,

\,\ras prompteo oii oi reiigious beiiefs anci noc a

viol-ation of polícy.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The t.ime is
3 :23 p. m. Vrle 're now of f t.he record.
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(A recess \^ras taken. )

THE VIDEOGR-APHER: The t.ime is no\,v

3:35 p.m. Werre back on the record.

MR. CONNELLY: I'l-1 just. noL,e for the

record that there's no Exhibit 65, and

we r re continuing t,he list of exhibits

serial-l-y as we go forward.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Looking again at the Exhibit 7'7, I
believe.

A. Uh-huh.

O. We had said 78, so it's marked as 78. The

e-mail exchange between Melissa Mul-l-inax, |ou,
Ms. Byrd, Ms. Taylor, and Ms. Garl-and, what did you

understand "Wil-l- support firing decision in detail, "

to mean?

A. What did I understand it Lo mean?

0. Yeah.

A. It says here that he \¡üas writing a long

op-ed page. To me that means that he was going to

express his opinion in detaíl in the op-ed.

O. Did you have any involvement in helping

him prepare t,hat op-ed?

A. No.

O. Do you know if Ms. Mullinax would have
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had any

A. No.

O. hand in that?

V'lhat's your underst.anding of who Fait,h in
Public Life is?

A. I'm not, too familiar with t,hem.

a. Do you know what FIPL press conference

refers to?

A. I don't remember what that was. It looks

like it might be Faít.h in Public Life. I don't know.

O. But you previously testified just. now you

don't really what they do?

A. I donrt know. I'm not familiar with t,hem.

O. Your response to Ms. Mullinax above

sa)¡s

A. Uh-huh.

O. trYes. Please hold on Tweeting right
nor^/. Putting toget.her predrafted messages that
supporters can Tweet out and post later. "

A. Yes.

O. Vühat did you mean by supporters?

A. Peopie who peopie who supporceci c,he

administration's decision based on termination by

violation of city policy.

O. And how woul-d you know who to send those

22

23

25

24

www.huseby.com lluseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, DC - New York - Houston - San Francisco

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 70 of 174



)

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA' ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on 0212212017 PageTl

www.huseby.com Huseby,Inc. Regional Centers 800-333-2082
Charlotte - Atlanta - Washington, I)C - New York - Houston - San Francisco

)

\

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

T2

13

L4

l_5

t6

t7

18

1"9

20

2T

22

23

24

25

to?

A. Typically when I send those out, I don't

send it to a list, of supporters, so Lo speak. I send

it to cabinet members and I ask them t,o share if they

wish if Lhey're on social media.

0. But it, sounds like from your t,estimony

just now, you said people who supported you, but in
order Lo get this type of information out, you'd have

to send it.
A. I don't have a list of supporLers.

O. V'lho woul-d have that, list.?

A. I don't think anybody has that list.

0. So t.hat when you were creating all this
media content to send out

A. Uh-huh.

O. who are you sending it to?

A. f send it to cabinet members and sâ1r, here

who are messages that werre going to send on social-

media, please share as you wish. We don't have a

list, of supporters that, I send things to.
(Exhibit. 77 \^ras marked for

ident,if ication. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporLer has handed you whaL.'s

been marked Plaintiffrs Exhibit 77 .
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A. Uh-huh.

a. Do you recognize this document.?

A. Uh-huh.

O. It, appears to be an e-mail-, correct me if
Irm wrong

A. Yes.

O. !o Melissa Mullinax, and the subject,

line is 'rMessages for social media. "

A. Yes.

a. This appears t,o be what you \^/ere speaking

about in t,he previous e-mail-; is t.hat correct?

A. Yes.

O. You addressed it trMM. rt I'm assuming that
means Melissa, Ms. Mullinax?

A. Yes.

O. You sâ1r, rrPlease forward t.o all of our

supporters and organizations. tt

A. Yes.

O. Now, you spoke just, a second ago t,hat you

didn'È know who the support,ers were.

A. That. is t,rue.

a. Tiris makes ic sounci rike when you say

supporters and organizations t,hat you have some

people ín mínd.

A. Uh-huh.
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O. Who do you have in mind here?

A. I donrt have anyone in mind, and I dontt

have a list of supporters.

a. Tllhen you say supporLers and organizations,

what was your int,ention wiLh regard to Ms. Mullinax?

A. Again, these are messages that I forward

to cabineL members more for t.he cabinet member, and I
ask them to share with people who support or may

agree with us.

O. So you assume the in this e-mail are

you assuming that Ms. Mullinax will know who the

supporters and organizations are?

A. I'm assuming she has individuals she may

be in contacL with. She just, mentioned,

organizations here in a previous e-mail-.

0. Next sent.ence you sây, 'rThese ready to

go. tt

A.

O.

A.

to post

o.

A.

myself.

o.

Yes.

T¡{hat, does that mean?

They are approved and ready to go, ready

Do you recall who these r^Iere approved by?

Most like1y might, have been approved by

Are these messages on behal-f of the City
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or the mayor?

A. On behalf of the mayor.

O. What did you mean when you said, "Irm noL

arr Irm assuming this is some sort. of a Twit.ter. I
mean, Irve heard it

A. Yes.

O. but. maybe I can be educated here at the

deposit,ion as well-. rrl¡tre wanttr -- is that, hash tag?

A. Yes.

O. I rm not as f ar behind as I t,houqht . tr I
stand with Kasim. We want,rr hash Lag, rrl stand with

Kasím trending. "

A. Yes.

O. What did you mean by that.?

A. Meaning we wa-nt.ed, these m.essâclês lo he

shared widely on social- media.

0. And what happens when something's

t,rending? Does that refer to like a number or

A. That means that, a large number of people

are Tweeting messages with t,hat particular hash tag.

O. The first Twit,t,er message you send to

ivis. iviur-rinax says, irasir T-ã!r ¡¡r scanci wic.h Kasim

because all employees have a right to a boss who does

not speak of them as second-class cit,izens. "

A. Yes.

¿¿
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O. What did you mean by that statement.?

A. That, meant all employees have a right to a

boss \^iho doesn't violate the City's

ant.idiscriminat.ion pol-i"y, which means you are biased

against someone based on their gender, sexual

preference, religious beliefs.

O. So this Tweet means that Chief Cochran was

biased against people based on those categories you

just mentioned?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE V'IITNESS : I don't know.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. lrlell, 1rou were t.he one who created this
you just told me, correct?

A. Yes.

O. So wouldn't. any reasonabl-e person reading

this think that, you had just said that Chief Cochran

had treaLed employees as second-class citizens?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE WITNESS: No. That's not

mentioned in the Tweet.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. What do these Tweets pertain Lo?

A. These Tweets pertain to the termination,

to a termination.
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O. So they pertain to Chief Cochran, he is
just not mentioned?

A. He is not described as t,he boss or

speaking about people as second-cl-ass citizens.

O. But what did you mean when you said
rrboss rr ?

A. That is a general term.

O. Is it a general term, but, what was t.he

occasion of creat,ing these Tweets?

A. To push back on the not,ion that. his

t.ermination was rel-ated t,o religious beliefs or his
personal religious beliefs.

O. Chief Cochranrs?

A. Yes.

O. The second Tweet, hash t.g, rrI st.and with

Kasim because there is no place for discrimination in
t,he workplace. tl

A. Yes.

O. tühat. were you referring to there?

A. Same, same as the previous Tweet, meaníng

discriminat,ion as in employees have a right to be

creaceci equaiiy regarciiess of cheir sexual

orientation, religious beliefs. Wit,h the book we

felt t.hat, t,here were passages in the book that,

viol-ated our City's antidiscrimination poli"y, and
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that's what t,hat, ref ers Lo.

O. That the passages in the book consLit,uted

discrimination?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE VüITNESS: There were passages in

the book that we felt violated the CiLy's

ant,ídiscrimination policy.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. How so?

A. Language, and I don't remember t,he exact

passages, so I canrt quote them verbatj-m, but

passages referring to homosexuality as best,iality,

terms of that nature.

O. Third Tweet, rel-igious f reedom I rm

assuming t,hat is has, or maybe f reedoms. Maybe there

was an S míssing.

A. Uh-huh.

O. rrReligious freedoms have been violated.

An assertion that, is as wrong as it was predict,able. "

A. Yes.

O. Explain to me why you wrote that,.

A. Again, this is pushing back on the not,ion

that Chief Cochran was viol-ated because of his

personal religious beliefs. There hlere a number of

people who believed that, and this here is pushing

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA' ET AL.
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back against that, that not,ion.

O. I'm sorry. I just want to make sure. You

said he was violated I mean, he was terminated

you said violated.

A. Irm sorry, terminated, terminated.

O. Facebook message down at the bott,om, some

of these are Facebook messages, appear to be fairly
similar to t.hose Tweet,s, so I wonrt tread over ground

\,r/erve already been over.

A. Yeah.

O. Hash tug, rrÏ stand by Kasim, " at the

botLom, "because he has it right.. Everyone, no

mat,ter who they l-ove, should come to work without

fear of discrimination. "

A. ITh-huh -

O. What were you ref erring t,o here?

A. Again, the same t,hing, reiterat.ing t,he

message that. all Cit.y employees should be able to
work in an environmenL where they're not

discriminated against because of their sexual

orientat.ion, relígious beliefs, gender. Reiterating

c,he same message.

a. And was the message you were trying to

convey with this Tweet that there has been

discrimination?
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A. No. I can't speak to whether or not there

was discriminat.ion.

(Exhibit 79 was marked for
identif icat.ion. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court, reporter ' s handed you \,\Ihat t s

been marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 79. Do you

recognize this document?

A. Yes.

O. Appears to be an e-mail- exchange between

you and Robin Shahar and a number of other people.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Who is Cassandra Coley, by the way?

A. I don't know who that is.

O. Is it someone that works in the City, do

you believe?

A. I don't know. The namers not familiar.

O. There Ms. Shahar ís referring to an ADL,

Anti-DefamaLíon League press rel-ease. You let her

know at the top that you did not receive it,. t'Pl-ease

f eeL f ree to f orward when you can. 'l

A. Uh-huh.

O. vühy did you ask her to f orward that?

A. I dontt remember.

O. Tiüould that be t,he type of thing you would
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keep? Press releases?

A. Not necessarily, but I don't, remember why

I needed ít or why I want,ed it.
O. Woul-d the ADL be a group or an

organization the type of which you referred ín the

e-mail- to Ms. Mullinax?

A. Support.ers, possibly.

0. Can you think of any other supporters off
the top of your head?

A. No, I canrt.

(Exhibit 80 was marked for
identificat ion. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court. reporter has handed you what,'s

been m.arked Pl-aintif f 's Exhrbit 80.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

O. It appears, working f rom t,he back to the

front, t,hat. Ms. Abigail Ohlheiser from the Washingt,on

PosL was looking for a comment from you on whet.her

che chief hacl fireo an ¡jEOC complaint, correct?

A. Yes , uh-huh.

O. It looks like your initial statement is
that you hadn' t received word of t,hat; is t,hat
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correct?

A. Yes.

0. And then at some point, iL l-ooks like
.Tenna Garl-and Lakes over this task.

A. Yes.

0. What happened there?

A. It, appears t.hat a day has passed, and so

when ,Jenna responds it is mosL likely possible that

we have received the complaint at that time.

a. I appreciate t,hat . I guess what I rm

asking you is why did .Jenna take over the response

task.

A. Oh, I don't know.

O. Did you direct, her to do that?

A. No. No particul-ar reason. lrle intermingle

responsibilities all the time.

O. Okay. This particular statement attached

or I guess cribbed and put in t,he e-mail directly
A. Yes.

O. from Ms. Ohlheiser with you or

actually you were a part of t,he you were one of

the addressees.

A. Uh-huh.

O. This appears to be an entirely new

statement compared to the other statements
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A. Yes.

O. werve seen; is that, correct,?

Did you have any rol-e in drafting t,his

part icular st.at.ement, ?

A. I 'm pret.t,y sure I did.

O. Do you know who woul-d have approved this?
A. If it is an EEO most likeIy l-aw and

possibly HR, but I don't l-aw and possibly HR.

a. But going back to what we spoke Lo, what,

you spoke to earlier
A. Uh-huh.

a. in t,he depositíon, this is the type of

document that woul-d have gotten approval above your

l-evel ?

A. Yes , tth-huh.

O. So this was at this point when it goes

to Abigail Ohlheiser from Jenna Garl-and

A. Yes.

O. this is t.he official- statement, of t.he

City or the mayor?

A. The City.

a. She cioes sây, iiYou concribuce to me a

spokesperson for Mayor Reed"?

A. Yes . That, ' s

O. Itm not trying to split, hairs here. Irm
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just trying
A. Yeah. No, that's typical. Most reporters

just. want to know who the statement is attributed Lo.

O. okay, but. this is the official st,atement

of the Cit,y

A. Yes . Uh-huh.

O. at,tributable to Mayor Reed?

A. .lust as spokesperson. If it's Mayor Reed,

we'11- sâ1z, attribute this to Mayor Reed.

O. Okay. So

A. If it's coming from us as a spokesperson,

t.hat t s what that means, so it ' s not Mayor Reed.

O. And do you recall exactly who approved

this?

A. Who exactly, I don't know.

O. But it would have been somebody above you?

A. Yes.

a. Do you remember sending this response to

anyone else?

A. I'm sure I did, buL I don't remember who.

a. Does t.his look like the type of statemenL

t,hat would have been t,he final sort of EEOC

staLement?

A. It, appears t,hat way.

O. That woul-d have gone out to other media

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 83
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out,let,s

A. Yes.

0. if there were request,s?

(Exhibit 81- was marked for
ident.íf ication. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporter has placed before you

what's been marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 81-. Having

had a chance t.o look at it, do you recognize this
clocr¡menL?

A. Yes.

O. What does it involve?

A. It looks like it.'s e-mail correspondence

between myself and WXIA, a local- ne\^is outl-et here.

0. oka1r. And what is it pertaining to,

subj ect mat,t,er?

A. I don't remember any of this.

O. Well, let, me give you a couple of seconds

to revi-ew it then.

A. Uh-huh. Okay.

0. So it looks like this is referring to or

pertains to a tet.t,er that the ceorgia

A. Yes.

0. House delegation had sent to
Mayor Reed.
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A. Yes.

0. And they're looking to see whether the

mayor

A. Yes.

a. has a response.

A. Yes.

O. You send a response to Erica Sol-omon

A. Yes.

0. and atl-media, 1rour clearinghouse

address there?

A. Uh-huh.

O. And you sâ1r, "Attribute to city
spokesperson. rr

A. Uh-huh.

a. Do you recall who drafted this
part icular

A. It was most likely mysel-f .

O. Okay. And again, asking t,he same question

I asked you before, would this be the type of

statement that, woul-d need to be cleared at a l-evel-

higher Lhan yours?

A. Yes.

O. And when you say "attribute to city
spokesperson,rt agaín, that's the off icial city
spokesperson
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A. Yes.

O. speaking for the City?

A. Yes.

(Exhibit, 82 was marked for
identificat ion. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Hopefully this will get a little easier.

This appears t.o be t.he next few will be

similar.
A. Uh-huh.

O. I just have a few fol-fow-up questions.

A. Uh-huh.

0. The court reporter has handed you what's

been marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 82. Looks like a

sirnil-ar e-m.ail- frorn a Max BLau?

A. Uh-huh.

O. Are you familiar with him?

A. Yes.

0. Who does he work for?

A. Who does he work for now or at the time?

0. At the t,ime.

A. He \,\ras a reporter at Creative Loatlng.

O. What is that?

A. It's a prínted weekly publication in
Atlanta.
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O. Do they have a particul-ar focus?

A. No, not necessarily.

O. So hers asking you has the mayor's office
responded to t.hat. 2L0 let.ter yet?

A. Yes.

O. Is he referring to

A. It appears that way.

O. You say in your response, I'Mayorrs formal-

response is forthcoming. Here's what he said

yesterday and the week before and t.he week before

that. "

A. Yes.

O. Vüith respecL to the rrmayort s f ormal-

response is forthcomingl," \^ras there an officía]
response to t.his l-etter?

A. I don't remember.

O. Do you know if Lhere was an official
meetíng with those congressmen?

A. I -- no.

a. Irm sorry, I just want to make sure.

A. No.

O. You don't remember?

A. I donrt know about any I don't

that's not what, I -- I don'L know abouL the mayorrs

official schedule or his appointments or meeLings.

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 87 of 174



1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I

9

10

11

!2

13

l4

15

!6

L7

18

1,9

20

2T

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page 88

0. But at this time, 1zou t,hought, there may

have been a formal response fort,hcoming?

A. Yes. I just dontt remember what t,hat is
or what t.hat, was.

(Exhibit 83 was marked for
identification. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court, reporter has handed you what's

been marked Pl-aintiff ts Exhibit 83.

A. Uh-huh.

a. If you l-ook on t,hat second page, this
appears to be a símil-ar e-mail from Emma Margolin at

NBC Universal-.

A. Uh-huh.

O" Ha_cl_ yor-l. worked_ with her bef ore?

A. Yes.

0. Is she l-ocal- NBC?

A. No.

O. Okay. Oh, okay, and I did it wrong.

That's my fault. rrlrm a reporter at MSNBC, and I was

wondering if Mayor Reed had a stat.ement in response

to che ieoerai iawsuic fileo yescerciay on behat-f of

former Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. It's not quite it doesn't look quite

¿¿
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precisely the exact, same

A. Uh-huh.

O. but again, this is attribut,abl-e to a

City spokesperson?

A. Uh-huh, 1rês.

O. Again, approved at a level-

A. Yes.

O. above your level?

Second t,o l-ast paragraph, if you'l-1 follow

al-ong \^¡ith me. rtThe Cit,y of Atlanta remains a place

where all people including those who share

Mr. Cochran's belíefs are equally val-ued and

respected. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. Tllhat did you mean by that?

A. IL.'s not a thatts not. a personal

statement. That is a statement on behalf of t,he City

and the administ.ration. I read it Lo believe again

t.hat,, âs I previously said, that all employees who

work for the City have a right to be treaLed equally

and fairly regardless of their religious beliefs,

sexual orientation, gender.

O. That, second sentence where you said,
ttHowever, religious beliefs cannot shield any

employee from the consequences of poor judgment and
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insubordination. " What did you mean by that

statement?

A. rrRel-igious beliefs cannot shield an

employee from the consequences of poor judgment and

insubordinat,ion. " This might have been, and again,

this is not a personal statement of mine, and I can't

be quite sure. But I -- to me it reads when we say

poor judgment, meaning we canrt, protect employees

from feel-ing discriminated agaínst. In this case I
might have been referring to when we say poor

decisions because we have referred to his

dist,ribut,ion of the book as poor judgment, that seems

like that, is what that is referring to.

O. You t,alked about the poor judgment,. Vühat

does the insrrbordinaLion refer to?

A. I don' t, remember.

O. You said this wasn't, your language just a

second ago.

A. This was not. I said it's not my

language, 1r€s.

O. Right.. But you're putting it out as a

city spokesperson

A. Yes.

O. to Ms. Margo1in. Do you remember who

put that in there?

zz
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A. IL.'s not a matter of who put it in there.

I just don't remember how we were what that was

meant to address. I can't remember.

a. WeIl, and I appreciate that, . I¡ühat I tm

t,rying to get is Íf you're putting it out and you're

sort of the final line of

A. Yes.

a. communication

A. I can't say

O. somebody has to approve it.
A. I don't know who that is I don't

know if it's the right way of saying it, puü it, in

there. I don't remember if that, \^ras an addition of

someone in particul-ar , if it was something I had

drafted and t.hey just approved it. I can't say if
there was someone who put it in there, so to speak.

O. And it's your testimony too that you don'L

recall- what insubordinat,ion referred to?

A. No, I don't recall.

O. Last sentence says, rtThe City will
vigorously defend its actions in any lega1

proceedings brought, by Mr. Cochran. rl

A. Yes.

a. trAnd is confident that the decision to

terminaLe is both the right t,hing to do and fully

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 91 of 174



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

10

11

72

13

t4

15

t6

t7

1_8

T9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

KELVIN J. COCHRAN vs. CITY OF ATLANTA, ET AL.
Anne M. Torres on02l22l20l7 Page92

legal. "

A. Yes.

O. Illhat did you mean by " the right, t,hing to

dott?

A. Our posit,ion was that Chief Cochran was

terminated based on his violat,ion of Cíty poticy.
Based on that posit,ion, we believed that his

termination was the right. t,hing to do and fully
legal.

(Exhibit 84 \^ras marked for
identificat ion. )

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. The court reporter has placed before you

what,'s been marked as Plaintiffts Exhibit 84.

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you remember reading this document, or

does this document look familiar to you?

A. Tt looks familiar.

O. What is ít, t,o the best of your

recol-l-ection?

A. E-mail correspondence between myself and

Sean Keenan. I cannot remember what meoia outt-et he

wrote for. Oh, wait, Georgia Signal Newspaper.

E-mail correspondence between myself and Sean Keenan.

O. Okay. It appears that he's looking int,o
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Chief Cochran's decision to bring a case against the

City.

A. Yes.

0. And your response on March 3rd, 201'5

A. Uh-huh.

O. says you cantt answer quesLions on a

pending l-awsuit.

A. Uh-huh.

O. "The City's position has not. changed. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. "PLease feel- free to use t.he language

bel-ow for a quote, which you can at,tribute to the

spokesperson. rl

A. Uh-huh.

O. Again, that was this would be a species

of this statement would have had to have been

approved at a l-evel- above you?

A. Yes.

O. Do you remember specifically who approved

this stat,ement?

A. I do not remember who approved the

statement.

0. That second paragraph, "AlLhough

Mr. Cochran cont.j-nues to claim that City ethics

officer authorized his publication of the book, that
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claim is as untruthful today as it was when first,
ut,t.ered. Mr. Cochran was told that the City code

required him to get the approval of the Board of

Ethics before publishing his book, something he

admits he never did. "

A. Uh-huh.

O. Do you put t.his out as the official
spokesperson response?

A. Yes.

O. Who is it that you underst.and lold
Mr. Cochran he had to get. approval of the Board of
Ethics?

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE TI{ITNESS: Who told him? The City

eocl,e reqr-rires him to.
BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. Right, but, this stat,ement says Mr. Cochran

was t,old

A. Uh-huh.

that t,he City code required him to geLO.

approval.

A. I beiieve uiris mighc have been when he

corresponded with Nina Hickson in the et,hics of f ice.

O. So by making t.hís statement, you're

claiming Lhaü Ms. Hickson told him that?

¿¿
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A. Yes.

MS. HINTON: Object to form.

THE V,IITNESS: Because at the time we

had the resul-ts of the investigation, which

said the same.

BY MR. CONNELLY:

O. How long have you worked for the City?

A. fttl-l- be five years in Sept,ember, so a

lit,t.le a little over four years.

O. As a City employee, do you have any

Cit.y- i ssued equipment, ?

A. Yes.

O. What do you have?

A. I have an iPhone and a desktop computer.

O. So you have an iPhone?

A. Yes.

a. Do you carry that phone with you at all
t.imes?

A. Most of the time.

a. Do you have a personal phone as wel-l?

A. Yes.

O. Have you ever on occasion taken a phone

cal-l-, a personaL phone call- because someone dialed

into your work phone?

A. Yes.
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O. Have you ever cal-led out when you needed

t,o if your other phone was dead?

A. Yes.

O. Do you have a laptop?

A. No.

O. Desktop?

A. Yes.

0. Have you ever searched a website while at

work?

A. Yes.

O. Have you ever purchased anyt.hing on Amazon

on your laptop?

A. Yes.

O. Have you ever checked your Facebook

account from vour

A. No.

O. lap from your

A. No.

O. No. So yourve never checked your Facebook

on your

A. No.

a. desktop?

A. No.

O. How about, on your work phone?

A. No.

zz
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O. Have you ever typed up a personal- document

on your \^/ork computer?

A. No.

a. Have you ever paid a bill online using

your desktop computer?

A. No.

O. Have you during your time with the Cíty

ever been made aware, or are you a\^¡are of anybody

being disciplined for personal use of Cit,y property?

A. No.

O. If I coul-d just get you t,o look at.

A. Yeah.

O. what's been previously marked as

Pl-aintif f 's Exhibit 10 .

A. Yes.

O. Does this look famil-iar to you?

A. Yes.

O. What is it?
A. It, is a posting of the mayorrs personal

Facebook page.

O. When you say the mayorrs personal Facebook

page, I know you testified earl-íer that sometimes the

mayor will post things on his own.

A. Yes.

a. Sometimes he will post he will Tweet on
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his own; is that correct?

A. Yes.

O. If I coul-d get you to look at that second

page.

A. Yes.

O. A November 24th

A. Yes.

0. 201-4?

A. Yes.

O. If you just. begin with me there. It says/

trLate last week, Mayor Reed learned about material-

published in a book by Atlanta Fíre and Rescue Chief

Kelvin Cochran. "

A. Yes.

O. Itts on his personal Facebook page. but

that phrase to me

A. Yes.

O. makes it sound like
A. Yes.

a. somebody else wrote this.
A. Yeah. TlThen I say personal, he has a page

ds a pubiic iigure ds a ¡.roiiLicia¡r. Anci as ï si:ai:eci,

we do post sometimes for him. I can tell you yes,

that both of these postings were posted by my office.
O. By your offíce for t.he mayor?

zz
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A. Yes.

O. With his approval?

A. Yes.

MR. CONNELLY: Itühy don' t we take

about a five-minuLe break, and I think we

can wrap it up.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is
4:06 p. m. Vrle ' re of f the record.

(A recess was taken. )

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is
4 : 10 p . m. We' re back on t,he record.

MR. CONNELLY: Thank you for your

time, Ms . Torres . I don' t have any furt.her

questions.

MS. HINTON: I have just a few.

EXAMTNATION

BY MS. HINTON:

O. Ms. Torres, I'd like t,o go back to

Exhibit 72, pLease. This is the e-mail between Anne

and Kate Leslie at, t,he AJC. You got itf
A. Yes.

O. Okay. I just want, Lo clarífy some of your

testimony about this document. You had testified I
bel-ieve that it \^ras your underst.andíng that the mayor

had received a copy of the book.
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A. Yes.

O. Is that correct? What are you basing that

statement on?

A. ,Just. an assumption, a recol-lection.

O. Do you have a dist,inct memory of having a

conversation with the mayor in which he told you that

he received a copy of the book?

A. No.

a. Okay. So youtre assumíng that may have

happened?

A. Yes.

O. But, you dontt know either way?

A. Yes.

O. Okay. You have no personal knowledge of

whet.her or not he reeeir¡ed a- eopy of tha-t book?

A. No.

0. Did you have any personal invol-vement in
the decision to suspend Mr. Cochran?

A. No.

0. Did you have any personal invol-vement in
the decision to terminat.e Mr. Cochran?

A. No.

O. Do you have any did you have any

personal invol-vement. in the conversations between

Chief Cochran and Nina Hickson?
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A. No. As a spokesperson, ffiy primary role

and responsibility is just, to communicate information

that's given to me and how I received it, but, it's
not based off my personal interact,ions or

recollect,ions or

0. So what, you're basing your statements t,hat,

we've seen today on would be things that you were

obtaining secondhand from t,hose who were involved?

A. Yes.

MS. HINTON: No further questions.

Youtre free.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes

Media Number f- in t.he vid.eo deposition of

Anne Torres. lrle're of f the record at

4 z!3 p. m.

(Deposition was concluded aL 4z1-3 p.m.)
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ERRATA SHEET

Pursuant to RuIe 30 (e) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure and/or the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated 9-11-30 (e) any changes in form or substance
whích you desire to make to your deposition testimony
shal-l be entered upon the deposition with a statement
of the reasons given for making them.

To assist you in making any such corrections,
please use the form below. If supplemental or
addit,ional pages are necessary, please furnish same
and attach t.hem to this errata sheet.

1, the undersigned, ANNE M. TORRES, do hereby
certify t.hat I have read the foregoing deposition and
that to the best of my knowledge said deposition j-s
true and accurate (with the except.ion of the
following corrections listed bel-ow) .

t_0

L1

1,2

13 Page_ Line_should read:

L4 Reason for change

15

16 Page_ Line_should read:

L1 Reason for change:

18

'1,9 Page_ Line_should read

20 Reason for change:

21,

¿z Page_ Line_shoul-o read:

23 Reason for change:

24

25
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ERRATA SHEET

Pursuant to Rul-e 30(e) of the Federal Ru1es of
Civil Procedure and/or the Officj-al Code of Georgia
.Annotated 9*11-30 (e) any changes in form or substance
which you desíre to make to your deposition test.imony
shal1 be entered upon t.he deposítion with a stat,ement
of the reasons gi-ven for making them.

To assist you in making any such correcLions,
please use the form below- If supplemental or
additional pages are necessary, please furnish same
and attacLr tkrem to thís errala sheet.

10

I, t.he undersigned, .ANNE M. TORRES, do hereby
certífy that T have read Lhe foregoing deposit.ion and
that to the best of my knowledge said deposition is
true and accurate (wiLh the exception of t.he
following correctíons listed below) .11

I2

L3 Page_

Reason for

Line should read:

74 change:

15

1,6 Page_

Reason for

Lane should read:

1,7 change

18

19 Page_

Reason for

Line should read:

20 change:

2A

22 Page_

Reason for

Ll-ne should read

¿3 change:

24

25
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Page_ Line_should read.:

Reason for change:

Page_ Line_should read:

Reason for change:

Page_ Line_skrould read:

Reason for change:

1-0 Page_ Line_should read:

11 Reason for change:

L2

13 Page_ Line_should read

1,4 Reason for change

15

16 Page_ Line_should read

1-7 Reason for change

1B *&u'Signature
19

ù ct before me
ZU

ary 1i"zo2L
SS on Expi res ESB

22

23

-A

25

OFFICIAL SEAL
SONYA IYNN BELK

Notary Public, Georgia
HENFY COUNTY

My Comm. Exp. oct. ¿8, Z0tg
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CERTÏFÏCATE

G E O R G I A:

FULTON COUNTY:

I hereby certify t,hat the

foregoing deposition was reported, as

stated in t,he caption, and the quest,ions

and answers t.hereto were reduced t.o t,he

written page under my direction,. t,hat, Lhe

foregoing pages 1 through l-01- represent a

t.rue and correct t.ranscript. of the evidence

given. I further cert.ify t.hat I am not in
any way financially interest.ed in the
vaarr'l {- ^F ^^.i ^!çÞLt¿ u \JJ- ÞqI\¿ 'eq.Þg .

Pursuant to Rules and Regulations

of the Board of Court Reporting of the

JudiciaL Council- of Georgia, I make t.he

following discl-osure :

I am a Georgia Certified Court.

Reporter. I am here as an independent

contract,or f or Huseby, Inc.
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l- T was contacted by the offices

2 of Huseby, Inc. to provide court report.ing

3 services for this deposit j-on. I will- not

4 be taking this deposit.ion under any

5 contract that. is prohibited by O.C.G.A.

6 t5-]-4-3'7 (a) or (b) .

7 I hawe no written contract to

I províde report.ing serwices with any party

9 to the case, ãfly counsef in the case, or

10 any reporter or reporting agency from whom

1-1 a referral might hawe been made to cover

L2 this deposition. I will chrarge my usual

l-3 and customary rates to all parties in the

14 case.

15 This, the 6th day of March, 201-7 .

a6

L'7

1_8

1"9
SUZANNE BEASLEY, B-4184
My commission expires on tkre
24t-h day of August , 2OLg .
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23

24
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

I haven't forgotten this. Will have a draft release for your review shortly

-Anne

Torres, Anne
Shahar, Robin
1111412014 7:36:16 PM
RE: lnformation regarding the November 12 launch of lhe 2014 Municipal Equality lndex

From: Shahar, Robin
Sent¡ Thursday, November 13,20t4 9:47 AM
To: Torres, Anne
Subjech Re: Information regarding the November 12 launch of the 2014 Municipal Equality Index

Thanks

From: Torres, Anne
Sent: Thursday, November 13,2074 09:44 AM
To: Shahar, Robin; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject: RE: Information regarding the November 12 launch of the 2014 Municipal Equality Index

Got it. I willtake care of this after the 11 am press conference.

From: Shahar, Robin
Sent: Thursday, November 73,2014 9:35 AM
To: Torres, Anne; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject FW: Information regarding the November 12 launch of the 2014 Municipal Equality Index

HiAnne,
Now that the pension rush is behind us, I am fonruarding another press issue. The Human Rights Campaign (HRC)
again gave the City a perfect score on the HRC Municipal Equality lndex. The organization directed that the City not
announce the information until yesterday, so we can rìow move forward with public notification. Thanks.
Robin

Robin Joy Shahar
Mayor's Adviser on LGBT Issues and Chief Counsel
City of Atlanta Department of Law
68 Mitchell Street, S.W.
$rite 4loo
Atlanta, GA 30303
(404) 330-6487
rshahar@atlantaga. gov
fax (404) 546-8580

From: whitney.lovell@hrc.org [mailto:whitney.lovell@hrc.org] On Behalf Of The Municipal Equality Index
Sent: Monday, November 1A,2074 5:19 PM

Subject: Information regarding the November 12 launch of the 2014 Municipal Equality Index

City leaders, I
Etô
6
=H

V'L
l1Thc zor4 Municipal Equality Index is set to launch on Wednesday, November rz

coA-EMAtL026285
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For those of you who may be interested in promoting your score or issuing a response to your score, we
encourage you to do so but ask that you not issue a statement before 6 a.m. November 12th, or do so on an
embargoed basis only.

To be clear, the MEI launch will be Wednesday, Novemb er L2, and no public statements
should be made until that tirne.

If you are contacted by a reporter who is operating under the terms of the embargo, feel free to respond, but
please confirm that your comments should not be used in any way until the embargo has lifted.

Unfortunately, this year for the first time we have had cities that have broken trust and already publicly
disclosed their scores. We believe that communicating fully and honestly with the cities being rated is a
critical part of the project's success, and when cities compromise the confidence of the project, they do so at
the expense of the other cities being rated.

Cities unable to keep the confidence of the project will not be entrusted with confidential information in
subsequent years.

That said, with the understanding that this information will be kept entirely confidential, I want to let you
know that the report will be live on our website, wr,wv.hrc.org/mei, for the benefit of reporters operating
under embargo, to view beginning late tomorrow (Tuesday) evening. Some of you have asked for
information about your peer cities, and scores for all 353 cities rated will be included in that report.

Please feel free to peruse the report in adr¡ance of the launch and to utilize information from the report in
statements you make or release on Wednesday, November rzth.

Finally, with regard to social media, beginning November 12th we will be tweeting under the hashtag
#2I14I.IEL and we invite you to join us. Here is suggested text if you choose to join us and share your
thoughts about the MEI on social media:

Cities scoring roo points:

We're proud to score a perfect 1oo on @HRC's #2or4MEI. See hon'I'our ci¡, ranks on *LGBTincltrsiriþ:
uurr'.hrc.org/mei

Equalitl'has a home in [cib'] ry' a perfect 1oo on @HRC's #2o14MEI. tuu helv I.our citr.ranks on *LGBT
inclusiriþ': lll..hrc.org/mei

All stars (see p ¿rl

We're protrd to be an all-star ciç on @HRC's *zot4MEI. See hot'¡,our ci¡'ranks on +LGBT
inclusi'ri5'':lll'.hrc.orgf rnei

Equality has a home in lcibl. We're an all-star in @HRC's #2or4MEI. See horv 1'our citr..ranks on *LGBT
inclusir{6':'rnnr'.hrc.org/mei

Other cities

Proud of our score on @HRC's *zot4MEI. [Cit¡{ cares deepl¡' about #LGBT inclusivig' and rrill alra¡s lieep

:':'1

coA-EMArL026286
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improving! nl-rr-.hrc.ore/rnei

We are incredibly excited about the launch of this project and hope you are too. Please contact us at
mei@hrc.org with any questions. We look forward to working with you again next year!

Sincerely,

Cathryn M. Oakley

Legislatire Counsel, State and Municipal Adr-ocac1'

Hurnan Rights Carnpaign

(zoz) szz-892¿ (office) | (zoz) 628-osrz(fax) | cathr.rn.oakley@hrc.org

164o Rhode IslandAre NW, Washington, DC zoog6l trur'.hrc.org
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From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

Dyana-

Updated statement coming shortly! ! !

Tha n ks,

Anne

Torres, Anne
Monday, November 24,2074 8:27 PM

d bag by@thegavoice.com

atlmedia
RE: Chief Cochran

From¡ Torres, Anne
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2At4 2:27 PM

To: dbagby@thegavoice.com
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: Chief Cochran

Hi Dyana-

Here is the Administration's statement re: Chief Cochran's book.

The Reed Administration was not notified of the book before it was published. The Reed Administration will not tolerate
discrimination of any kind. ln fact, the City of Atlanta has a number of laws that prohibit discrimination based upon sexual
orientation and gender identity, as well as race, color, religion, and sex. The Reed Administration is currently conducting a

review of the facts surrounding the book. lf disciplinary actlon is recommended as a result of the investigation, we will take
decisive action to prevent any inappropriate behavior from occurring in the futu:e.

Tha n ks,

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
p) 4a4s3A.6423

{cl4a4.e04.2618
(F) 404.s46.2983
www.atlantaga.gov
@AnneMTorres

Stoy connected on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

E¡fiIBIT
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

Tôrres, Anne
Yancy, Yvonne Cowser; Taylor, Katrina; Byrd, Candace; \Mlson, Kristin
111241201410:05:22 PM
FIML Statement from Mayor

I was sulprisecl and clisappointecl to learn of this book on Friday. I profoundly clisagree with ard arrl

deeply disturbecl by the sentimerts expressecl in the paperback regarding the LGBT conununity. I will

not tolerate discrirnination of any land within my adnunistration.

We are conductin-q a thorough rerzrerv of the facts surounding the book ancl its distribution. In the

interim, I have directed that the follorving steps be taken:

Chief Cocluan will be suspended for one rnonth without pay;

' Chief Cochran rvill be required to complete sensitiraty training;

Chief Cocluan will be prohibited fiom distributing the book on city properly, and

Deputy Chief .Toel G. Baker u'ill serve as Acting Fire Chief in Chief Cochran's absence.

I want to be clear that the rnaterial in Chief Cocluan's book is not representative of nry personal

beliefs, ancl is inconsistent with the Administration's work to make Atlanta a more rvelcoming city for

all of her citizens - regarclless of theil sexual orientation, gender, race and religious beliefs.

Anne Torres
Director of Communicalions
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
(o) 404.330.6423
(c) 404.e04.2618
(F) 404.54ô.2e83
www.atlantaga.qov
@AnneMTorres

Stay connected on Twilter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

lt
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Torres, Anne

Tuesday, November 25,2014 5:28 PM

Jonathan Shapiro
atlmedia

RE: Interview request from WABE

I was surprised and disappointed to learn of this book on Friday. I profoundly disagree with and am deeply disturbed by
the sentiments expressed in the paperback regarding the LGBT community. I will not tolerate discrimination of any kind
within my administration.
We are conducting a thorough review of the facts surrounding the book and its distribution. ln the Ìnterim, I have

directed that the following steps be taken:
o Chief Cochran will be suspended for one month without pay;
r Chief Cochran will be required to complete sensitivity training;
r Chief Cochran will be prohibited from distributing the book on city property; and
r Deputy Chief Joel G. Baker will serve as Acting Fire Chief in Chief Cochran's absence.
I want to be clear that the material in Chief Cochran's book is not representative of my personal beliefs, and is

inconsistent with the Administration's work to make Atlanta a more welcoming city for all of her citizens - regardless of
their sexual orientation, gender, race and religious beliefs.

-----Origi na I Message-----
From : Jonathan Sha pi ro Imai lto:jshapiro@wa be.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25,2tI411:55 AM
To: Torres, Anne
Cc:atlmedia
Subject: RE: lnterview request from WABE

Sounds good, standing by for the statement.

-----Origi nal Message-----
From: Torres, Anne Imai lto:amtorres@Atla ntaGa.Gov]
Sent: Tuesday, Novem be r 25, 201-4 11:09 AM
To: Jonathan Shapiro
Cc:atlmedia
Subject: Re: lnterview request from WABE

Hey Jonathan-

We released a statement yesterday. I will forward it to you. No other interviews on this today

Tha n ks,

Anne

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 25,2014, at 10:59 AM, Jonathan Shapiro <jshapiro@wabe.orgcmailto:jshapiro@wabe.org>> wrote:

1
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Hi Anne, hope this finds you well. We're doing a story about the fire chief's book. I read in the AJC that the mayor is
concerned. Can we get him on the phone to talk about the concerns he has and what he feels needs to happen now?
Don't see it taking longer than a few minutes. lt's for a story to be aired on All Things Considered.

Thanks,

Jonathan Shapiro

Reporter

WABE, Atlanta's NPR Station

Office: 678-686-0333

Cell:404-43L-8484

Twitter: @jmshapiro

www.wa be. o rgchttp :l/www. wa be. o rg>

2
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Wednesday, November 26,20L4 5:1-3 PM

Ohlheiser, Abigail; atlmedia

RE: Press inquiry frm. Washington Post Kelvin Cochran suspension

Hi Abby-

Answers to your questions are in red. Let me know if you need anything else

1) My understanding, based on media reports is that the mayor's office suspended the fire chief in part

because the book was distributed to subordinates. ls this true, and do you know how many employees may
have received the book? We suspended the Chief because he published the bookwithoutthe City's

knowledge, and identifies himself as the Fire Chief for the City of Atlanta. Employees sent concerns about the
content of the book to the Administration, and we took action, We are not sure about how many employees
received the book.

2) Has the mayor reviewed the book in question? Can you point to any specific passages that prompted a

suspension? Yes, the Mayor has read the book. There are a number of passages in the book that directly
conflict with the City's non-dismimination policies.

3) Some LGBT groups have called for Cochran's permanent dismissal in the wake of the suspension. What
options are the mayor's office considering going forward? lt is too soon to tell if additional disciplinary action
will be taken. That will be based on the outcome of the Administration's investigation.

Tha n ks,

Anne

From : Ohlheiser, Abiga il Ima ilto :Abigail.Ohlheiser@washpost.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 26,2AL4 8:06 AM
To: atlmedia
Subject: Press inquiry frm. Washington Post: Kelvin Cochran suspension

Hithere,

l'm a reporter at the Washington Post. I'm looking to get a little more information on the suspension of Fire

Chief Kelvin Cochran.

Can someone from the Mayor's office confirm or elaborate on the following aspects of the story for me:

1) My understanding, based on media reports is that the mayor's office suspended the fire chief in part
because the book was distributed to subordinates. ls this true, and do you know how many employees may
have received the book?

2) Has the mayor reviewed the book in question? Can you po¡nt to any specific pas that prompted a

1
Ð$lBlT

suspension?
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3) Some LGBT groups have called for Cochran's permanent dismissal in the wake of the suspension. What
options are the mayor's office considering going forward?

Thanks

Abby Ohlheiser

2
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:
Attachments:

Torres, Anne
Matt Hennie
119120151A:22:28 PM
RE: Statemerf RE: Chief Cochran
Law Department lnvestigation Re Chief Cochran Book, 1-9-15.pdf

Final copy of the investigation is attached

From : Matt Hen n ie I ma i lto: matt@ prq ectqatla nta.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 77,2074 L:42PM
To: Torres, Anne
Subjecü Re: Statement RE: Chief Cochran

Thanks for the update.

Matt

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Wed" Dec 17 , 2014 at 1:15 PM, Tomes, Anne <a rntorresúDatl arrta ga. gov> wrote :

Hey Matt-

Report is substantially complete, but not 100% just yet. Will keep you posted

Thanks,
Anne

From : Matt Hen n ie I ma i lto: matt@proi ectqatl a nta.com ]
Sent: Wednesday, December L7,2A7411:55 AM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re: StatementRE: Chief Cochran

Hey Anne,

Turns out/ the chief appeared before leaders of the Georgia Baptist Convention last week,
while serv¡ng his suspension, to discuss his book. The GBC then rallied its supporters and
created an online petition supporting him.

Here's the story I just posted to Project Q:

httB://www.projectq.us/atlanta/atlanta_fire chief rallies anti gay supporters?gid=16380

If the city has comment beyond my initial quest¡on about the status of the investigation, of
course I'll update my story to include that.

Thanks, ð
Ë
É

EXHBTT

eg
=Ë

Matt

Case 1:15-cv-00477-LMM   Document 122   Filed 05/01/17   Page 146 of 174



Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On We{ Dec 17,2014 at 10:03 AM, Matt Hennie <matt@projectclatla > wrote
Thanks. Forgot you had that going on this morning.

Matt

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Wed, Dec 17, 2014 at 9:58 AM, Torres, Anne (amtorres@atlantaga.gov> wrote
Hey Matt

I willfollow up after our Underground presser this am

Thanks,
Anne

From: Matt Hennie Imailto:matt@proiectqatlanta.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 17,20L4 9:55 AM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re: Statement RE: Chief Cochran

Hey Anne,

Touching base to follow up on Chief Cochran. Has the internal investigation been completed?
What's the current status of the matter?

When we talked last week, the investigation was nearing completion. I'm working on a follow
up this morn¡ng, so I wanted to include the latest developments from your end.

Thanks,

Matt Hennie

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Fri, Dec 12,2014 at 10:51 AM, Matt Hennie <rnattúÐprojectqatlanta.com> wrote

Thanks for the update.

Matt

l=ounder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543
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On Fri, Dec 12,2014 at l0:31 AM, Torres, Anne (amtores@atlantaga,gov> wrote
Hey Matt-

Our Director of HR has been orf vaca, so I've been trying to get answers re: status of investigation and when he is

expected to complete sensitivity training. He returns to work on January 6th.

FYI on the sensitivity training -training will be for Chief, AFRD command staff and all cabinet members (this includes
commissioners).

I will keep you posted. Hopefully, I willhave something today

-Anne

From : Matt H en n ie I ma i lto : matt(ôproi ectoatl a nta,com]
Sent: Friday, December 12,201410:25 AM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re: Statement RE: Chief Cochran

Hey Anne,

Happy Friday! Circling back around to check on the status of the responses to the questions I
sent on Wednesday.

Thanks,

Matt Hennie

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-s19-0543

On Wed, Dec 10, 2014 at 3:49 PM, Matt Hennie <rnattfrD,projectqatlanta.corn> wrote:
Thanks!

Matt

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Wed, Dec 10, 2014 at 3:29 PM, Tores, Anne <arntomes@atlantaga. > wrote
Hi Matt-

Let me check on answers to your first three questions. As for the last one, here is our
respo nse:

The Reed Administration suspended Chief Cochran because he exercised poor judgment and violated city policy

The City of Atlanta employs a diverse workforce. The Reed Administration expects all city cor¡lnissiotrcr's alld
managers to respect every employee's personal religious beliefs and sexualorientation. By identifying himself as the
Atlanta Fire and Rescue Chief in his book, Chief Cochran disregarded the city's anti-discrimination policies. He also
failed to notify the Mayor of the book before it was published. City policy requires employees to notify their
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supervisor if they are publishing a book identifying themselves as City of Atlanta employees.

* What's the status of the "review of facts" surrounding the book and its distribution?

* When does the chief's suspension end and he returns to active duty?

* When is he expected to complete the sensitivity training?

* Some conservative pundits and activists claim that Chief Cochran was suspended over the
anti-gay remarks in his book. And on at least one occasion, you've countered that. Can you
clarify why he was suspended?

From: Matt Henn ie Ima i lto: matt@projectqatla nta.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December I0,20L4 1:32 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re. Staternent RE: Chief Cochran

Hey Anne,

I'm working on a follow up about Chief Cochran's suspension, so I wanted to touch base with
a couple of questions:

* What's the status of the "review of facts" surrounding the book and its distribution?

* When does the chief's suspension end and he returns to active duty?

x When is he expected to complete the sensitivity training?

* Some conservative pundits and activists claim that Chief Cochran was suspended over the
anti-gay remarks in his book. And on at least one occasion, you've countered that. Can you
clarify why he was suspended?

Thanks,

Matt Hennie

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-5L9-0543

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 5: 1l PM, Torres" Anne <amtorres@atlantag > wrote
Thanks, Matt.

From : Matt He n n ie I ma i lto : matt@ proj ectqatla nta.com]
Sent: Monday, November 24,2014 5:01 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re: Statement RE: Chief Cochran
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Anne -- Thanks for the updated statement. I've added to that to my story as well as
highlighted the mayor's actions on social media.

Matt

Founder & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 4:2''l P}.4', Torres, Anne <arntorres@,atlantaga.gov> wrote
Updated statement. This is from Mayor Reed:

I was surprised and disappointed to learn of this book on Friday. I profoundly disagree with and am

deeply disturbed by the sentiments expressed in the paperback regarding the LGBT comrnunity. I will

not tolerate discrimination of any kind within rny administration.

We are conducting a thorough review of the facts surrounding the book and its distribution. In the

interim, I have directed that the following steps be taken:

Chief Cochran will be suspended for one month without pay;

Chief Cochran will be required to complete sensitivity training;

Chief Cochran will be prohibited from distributing the book on city property; and

Deputy Chief Joel G. Baker will serve as Acting Fire Chief in Chief Cochran's absence

I want to be clear that the material in Chief Cocluan's book is not representative of my personal

beliefs, and is inconsistent with the Administration's work to make Atlanta a more welcoming city for

all of her citizens - regardless of their sexual orientation, gender, race and religious beliefs.

From : Matt Hen n ie I ma i lto : matt@ projectqatla nta.com ]
Sent: Monday, November24,20t4 3:45 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Re: Statement RE: Chief Cochran

Thanks. Will keep an eye out for the updated statement.

Matt
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foùnOer & Managing Editor
Project Q Atlanta
678-519-0543

On Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 3.26PM, Torres, Anne <arntorres@,atlantaga.gov> wrote
Updated statement corning! | !

From: Torres, Anne
Sent: Monday, November 24,20L4 2:29 PM

To: matt@orojectoatla nta.com
Subjecü Statement RE: Chief Cochran

Hi Matt-

Didn't get your email, but here is our statement. If you have additional questions, please let me know

The Reed Administration was not notified of the book before it was publishecl. The Reecl Adrninistration will not
tolerate discrirnination of any kind. In fact, the City of Atlanta has a number of laws that prohibit discrirnination
based upon sexl¡âl orientation ancl gender identity, as well as race, color, religion, and sex. Tlie Reed Adrninistration
is curreutly conducting a review of the facts surrounding the book, If disciplinary action is recommended as a result
of the investigatiou, we will take decisive action to prevent any inappropriate behavior from occuring in the future.

Thanks,
Anne Tbrrcs
Director of Comm.uúcatiom
Office of Ma,vor Kasim Reed
(o) 404.330.6423
(c) +0+.90+.2618
(F) ,t04.546.2983

rvn'rr'.atlantaga.qov
rr4AnrMTorres

Stay connected on Ttitter; tzltCig'ofAtlarfa and ll¡iKasirnReed
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From:
Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Torres, Anne

Tuesday, January 06, 20L5 L1:L6 PM

Leslie, Katie (CMG-Atlanta)

atlmedia

RE: copy of book

You talked to him on the phone..l think you got his point.

His point doesn't matter after the fact. You keep avoiding the central point which is that he did not even have a
conversation with his boss (the Mayor) BEFORE the book was published. He doesn't deny that. He did not read the
book when he handed it to him.

-----Origi nal Message-----
Fror:r : Lesl ie, Katie (CMG-Atla nta ) [ mai lto: Katie. Lesl ie@ ajc. com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 06, 20L5 4:58 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: RE: copy of book

To be fair, I think Cochran's point is that the administration has known about his book for a long while

Katie Leslie

Atlanta City Hall Reporter, AJC

ph: 404-526-5969
Twitter: @katieleslienews and @ajcatlantanews

-----Origi nal Message-----
Fro m : To rres, An ne Ima i lto:a mto rres@Atla ntaGa.Gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 06,2A15 4:51 PM

To: Leslie, Katie (CMG-Atlanta)
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: Re: copy of book

Katie-

Mayor receives hundreds of books every year, What the Mayor has said repeatedly is that Chief Cochran did not have a
conversation with him PRIOR to the book being published. Handing someone a book after the fact is ridiculous.

-Anne

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 6,2015, at 4:44 PM, Leslie, Katie (CMG-AIlanta) <Katie.Leslie@ajc.com<mailto:Katie.Leslie@ajc.com>> wrote:

Cochran said he gave a copy of the book to Reed's office last January, and that the mayor later confirmed receiving it
and told Cochran he planned to read it.

I
5
t
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Does anyone there deny this?

Thanks. Deadline at 6.

Katie Leslie

Atlanta City Hall Reporter, AJC

ph:404-526-5969
Tw¡tter: @ katie les lienews a nd @ajcatla nta news
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Tuesday, January 06,20L5 9:24 PM

Matt Corbin;atlmedia
RE: Invitation from Line of Fire Radio

Hi Matt-

Mayor is unavailable for additional interviews on this, however, this is his official statement on the matter:

Statement from Mayor Kasim Reed on the Termination of Atlanta Fire Chief

ATLANTA - Mayor Kasim Reed issued the following statement today, announcing the termination of Atlanta Fire and
Rescue Chief Kelvin Cochran:

"I have made a decision to separate from Atlanta Fire and Rescue Chief Keivin Cochran, effective immediately. I want
to make my position and the City of Atlanta's position clear. The City's non-discrimination policy is non-negotiable.
Neither race, nor gender, no religion, nor creed, nor sexual orientation, nor physical ability, nor gender identity will be
used to discriminate against any City of Atlanta employee.
I appreciate Chief Cochran's seryice as Fire Chief. Chief Cochran's personal religious beliefs are not the issue. The City
and my Adrninistration stand firmly in support of the right to religious freedom, fi'eedom of speech, and the right to fi'eely
obserue one's faith.

I take no pleasure in this decision, but as the Commanding Officer of 750 employees within the Fire and Rescue
Department, his judgment and management skills were the subject of the inquiry and my decision to terminate his
employment vyith the City of Atlanta.

I am person of deep faith, and we are a city of laws. Chief Cochlan's book, "Who Told You You Were Naked," was
published in violation of the city's Standards of Conduct, which required prior approval from the Board of Ethics.

Despite my respect for Chief Cochran's service, I believe his actions and decision-making undermine his ability to
effectively manage a Large, diverse workforce. Every single employee under the Fire Chief s command deserves the
certainty that he or she is a valued member of the team and that fairness and respect guide employment decisions. His
actions and his statements during the investigation and his suspension have eroded my confidence in his ability to convey
that message.

Chief Cochran also failed to notify me, as Mayor and Chief Executive of the City of Atlanta and his employer, of his
plans to publish the book and its inflammatory content. This demonstrates an irreconcilable lapse in judgment.
Chief Joel Baker will serve as the Interim Fire Chief and will be able to compete for the permarient job. Going forward,
the Fire and Rescue Department Command Staff and all members of my Cabinet will particip ate in a sensitivity training
offered by the well-respected Basic Diversity frm in January. This same training will be rolled out to all managers this
year.

Any Fire and Rescue Department employees with additional suggestions for moving forward are invited to share those
ideas with me. I am all ears and will do everything I can to support the healing that needs to take place within the Fire
and Rescue Departmenf and for all City employees."

From : Matt Corbi n fmailto: corbi npainti ng@gma il.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 06,20t5 3:33 PM

To: atlmedia
Subject: invitation from Line of Fire Radio

ð
ã
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d
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(
Dr. Michael B¡own rvould like to invite Mayor Kasim Reed as guesfs on his nationally syndicated radio program The Line of Fire, to discnss the

Mayors decision to separater Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran from the department. Please let me
know Mr. Mayor's availabilify. The Line of Fire atrs live 2-4pm ET M-F.

Best,
Matt

Matt Corbin
Producer I The Line of Fire
704-241-0042
www.askdrbrown,org
www. lineoffireradio.com
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Hi Mary-

Mayor Reed is unavailable, but I want to be clear considering your line of questioning below. Chief Cochran was nÕt let
go because of his religious beliefs. He was let go because he exercised poor judgment and violate the city's ethics code
by not notifying the proper city officials, Mayor included. The Mayor's official statement is below. Feel free to use for
the broadcast.

Tha n ks,

Anne

"l have made a decision to separate from Atlanta Fire and Rescue Chief Kelvin Cochran, effective
immediately. I want to make my posit¡on and the City of Atlanta's position clear. The City's non-
discrimination policy is non-negotiable. Neither race, nor gender, no religion, nor creed, nor sexual
orientation, nor physical ability, nor gender identity will be used to discriminate against any City of
Atlanta employee.

I appreciate Chief Cochran's service as F¡re Chief. Chief Cochran's personal relig¡ous beliefs are not
the issue. The City and my Administration stand firmly in support of the right to religious freedom,
freedom of speech, and the right to freely observe one's faith.

I take no pleasure in this decision, but as the Commanding Officer of 750 employees within the Fire
and Rescue Department, his judgment and management skills were the subject of the inquiry and my
decision to terminate his employment with the City of Atlanta.

I am person of deep faith, and we are a city of laws. Chief Cochran's book, "Who Told You You Were
Naked," was published in violation of the city's Standards of Conduct, which required prior approval
from the Board of Ethics.

Despite my respect for Chief Cochran's service, I believe his actions and decision-making undermine
his ability to effectively manage a large, diverse workforce. Every single employee underthe Fire Chiefs
command deserves the certainty that he or she is a valued member of the team and that fairness and
respect guide employment decisions. His actions and his statements during the investigation and his
suspens¡on have eroded my confidence in his ability to convey that message.

Chief Cochran also failed to notlfy me, as Mayor and Chief Executive of the City of Atlanta and his
employer, of his plans to publish the book and its inflammatory content. This demonstrates an
irreconcilable lapse in judgment.

Chief Joel Baker will serve as the lnterim Fire Chief and will be able to compete for the permanent job.
Going fon¡vard, the Fire and Rescue Department Command Staff and all members of my Cabinet will

Torres, Anne
Wednesday, January 07, 2OL5 5:42 PM

Mary Reichard;atlmedia
RE: media inquiry for today/radio broadcast tomorrow

1
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participate in a sensitivity training offered by the well-respected Basic Diversity firm in January. This
same training will be rolled out to all managers this year.

Any Fire and Rescue Department employees with additional suggestions for moving fonruard are invited
to share those ideas with me. I am all ears and will do everything I can to support the healing that needs
to take place withln the Fire and Rescue Department and for all City employees."

From : Mary Reichard [mailto: maryrkadi@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 07,24L5 11:57 AM
To: atlmedia
Subject: media inquiry for today/radio broadcast tomorrow

Topic: Kelvin Cochran let go over LGBT views
Deadline: today by 3:00 eastern
Desired lnterviewee: Mayor Reed or spokesperson of your choice
Time required of you.7 minutes by telephone
Format: Radio, edited to fit
Special info: I must originate call for recording purposes

Questions:
How do you see the line between personal views and ability to do a job?
How will you find out if others in the government believe in the traditional understanding of marriage
and what will you do if those views aren't yours?

Mary Reichard, JD, MHA

Legal Affails Correspondent
The World & Everything In It
World News Group
417-316-3134

2
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From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

Torres, Anne
Sunday, January 1.L,20L5 6:08 PM

Davis, Mark (CNI - AJC)

atlmedia
Re: A Sunday inquiry from the AJC

Mark-

I don't know if the Mayor will be available today given it is Sunday. Here is the official statement we sent out over the
course of the last week:

"I have made a decision to separate from Atlanta Fire and Rescue Cliief Kelvin Cochran, effective immediately. I want to
make my position and the City of Atlanta's position clear. The Cify's non-discrimination policy is non-negotiable. Neither
race, nor gender, no religion, nor creed, nor sexual orientation, nor physical ability, nor gender identity will be used to
discriminate against any City of Atlanta employee.

I appreciate Chief Cochran's service as Fire Chief. Chief Cochlan's personal religious beliefs are not the issue. The City
and my Administration stand firmly in support of the right to religious freedom, freedom of speech, and the right to freely
observe one's faith.

I take no pleasure in this decision, but as the Commanding Officer of 750 employees within the Fire and Rescue
Department, his judgment and management skills were the subject of the inquiry and my decision to terminate his
employment with the City of Atlanta.

I am person of deep faith, and we are a city of 1aws. Chief Coclrran's book, "Who Told You You Were Naked," was
published in violation of the city's Standards of Conduct, which required prior approval from the Board of Ethics.

Despite my respect for Chief Cochran's service, I believe his actions and decision-making undermine his ability to
effeetively manage alarge, diverse workforce. Every singie employee under the Fire Chief s command deserves the
certainty that he or she is a valued member of the team and that fairness and respect guide employment decisions. His
actions and his statements during the investigation and his suspension have eroded my confidence in his ability to convey
that message.

Chief Cochran also failed to notify me, as Mayor and Chief Executive of the City of Atlanta and his employer, of his
plans to publish the book and its inflammatory content. This demonstrates an irreconcilable lapse in judgment.

Chief Joel Baker wiil serve as the Interim Fire Chief and will be able to compele for the permanent job. Going forward,
the Fire and Rescue Department Command Staff and all members of my Cabinet will participate in a sensitivity training
offered by the well-respected Basic Diversity firm in January. This same lraining will be ro1led out to all managers this
year.

Any Fire and Rescue Deparlment employees with additional suggestions for moving forward are ilvited to share those
ideas with me. I am all ears and will do everything I can to support the healing that needs to take place within the Fire and
Rescue Department and for all City employees."

Considering church services have just ended and city hall is closed today, I cannot determine at this time if the Mayor
will meet with Pastor Oliver. I will keep you posted.

coA-EMAtL004168
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Thanks,
Anne

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 1,1,,2015, aI12:57 PM, Davis, Mark (CNl - AJC) <Mefk.DeylS@_aie¡Sm> wrote:

Good afternoon. Today I attended worship services at Elizabeth Baptist Church, where pastor Dr. Craig L.

Oliver Sr. said a few words in defense of a chu¡ch deacon, former city Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran. He also
had a few pointed words for Mayor Reed:

"Just because you sign my check doesn't mean you can control what I think or say," he said. Hundreds of
congregants applauded.

He also passed out hundreds of letters, addressed to the mâyor, for church members to sign. That letter
says, in part, that church members are "deeply troubled by your decision to terminate Atlanta Fire Chief
Kelvin Cochran and your utter disregard for his First Amendment rights to free speech..." He's promised
to hold a brief vigil Tuesday afternoon outside Atlanta City Hall before personally delivering the letters
to Reed.

Would it be possible to speak to the mayor? lf not, do you have a statement regarding the pastor's
message and the letter? Will the mayor meet with Dr. Oliver?

Please call

Mark Davis

Atla nta Jou rna l-Co nstitution
www.alc.com; mvarc.com
223 Perimeter Center Parkway
Atlanta, Ga. 30346-L301
404-526-7206
4o4-ss6-7074 (ml
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Tuesday, January 13, 201-5 l-2:35 AM
Shahar, Robin; Mullinax, Melissa

RE: Undelivered LGBT thank you's to Mayor Reed

Yes, I have seen the good and bad. :)

We do not archive this information. I have been having daily conversations with the Mayor updating him on the feedback we
have been receiving via comments left on news s¡tes and on social media. I will loop you in on any future mentions.

-Anne

From: Shahar, Robin
Sent: Monday, January 12, 20L5 7:23 PM

To: Torres, Anne; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject: Re: Undelivered LGBT thank you's to Mayor Reed

Thx.

Have you seen social media messages supporting the Mayor's decision to fire Cochran? lf so, what do you do with that info?
Going forward, can I be copied on messages you see re:the mayor and lgbt issues?

From: Torres, Anne
Sent: Monday, January L2,20LS 07:19 PM

To: Shahar, Robin; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject: RE: Undelivered LGBT thank you's to Mayor Reed

Hi Robin-

We monitor all socia media channels for conversations centered on the Mayor, that includes LGBT sites. Yes, we do include LGBT
press articles in our city clips.

-Anne

From: Shahar, Robin
Sent: Monday, January L2,2QLS 5:13 PM

To: Torres, Anne; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject: Undelivered LGBT thank you's to Mayor Reed

Hi Anne and Melissa. I was speaking with Glen Paul Freedman, the Chair of Georgia Equality's Board of
Directors. During the conversation, he mentioned communications he sent me by email regarding LGBT appreciation
of the Mayor's handling of the Chief Cochran termination. One example is the letter sent by Georgia Equality state-
wide, including to elected officials, which can be seen at the link below:

ual de ration.sa lsa la bs.com 35 rma e G a%2 ua li Banne 3

Though Glen sent this to me last week, I never received it, He tried to re- send this to me while we were talking on the phone,

but it did not come through, He sent an email to me without content, and it immediaiely arrived on my screen. I wonder if my

spam blocker is holding messages which contain LGBT content. Glen said he also emailed the Mayor with messages of
appreciation- I don't know if those were received.

According to Glen, LGBT social media has been electric with comments of praise for the Mayor since last Tuesday. Many of
these comments can be seen at the face book pages for Georgia Equality, Project Q and Georgia Voice, I have asked Glen to
collect examples of these and send them to me.
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Anne- does anyone from your office monitor LGBT social media for Mayor-related content? Also, are they including LGBT

press qrticìe's regarding the Mayor in the City's clips? lf not, can we do this... immediately?

Robin
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne

Tuesday, January 13,20L5 4:56 PM

Mullinax, Melissa

Messages for Social Media

MM-

Please forward to all of our supporters and organizations. These are ready to go. We want #lStandWithKasim trending.

Twitter Messages

#lstandWithKasim because all employees have a right to a boss who does not speak of them as 2nd class

citizens. http:/lnyti. ms/1-KFECYc

#lStandWithKasim because there is no place for discrimination in the workp lace. http://nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Religious freedom have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was

predicta ble. http://nyti. ms/LKFECYc #lSta ndWithKasim

Atlanta is a welcoming city for all - let's keep it that way #lSta ndwith Kasi m http ://nvti. ms/IKFECYc

Facebook Messages

Finally! Someone gets it right. There is no place for discrimination in the workforce. I support Mayor Kasim

Reed's decision to terminate the Fire Chief. http://nvti.ms/IKFECYc

Religious freedoms have been violated? An assertion that is as wrong as it was predictable. Read today's New

York Times Editorial here: htto://nvti.ms /IKFECYc

#lStandwithKasim because he has it right: everyone, no matterwho they love, should come to work without
fear of discrimination. Read it here: http:l/nvti.ms/IKFECYc

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Offíce of Mayor Kasim Reed

(o)404.330.6423
(cr 404.904.2618

lFl404.s46.2983
www.atlantaga.gov
@AnneMTorres

Stay connected on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

coA-EMA:10042õ2
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne

Tuesday, January L3, 201-5 2:01- PM

Mullinax, Melissa; Byrd, Candace;Taylor, Katrina; Garland, Jenna

RE: Support on Cochran Issue

Yes. Please hold on tweeting right now. Putting together pre-drafted messages that supporters can tweet out and post later
Standby.

-----Origi nal Message-----
From: Mullinax, Melissa
Sent:Tuesday, January 13, 20L5 7:1-5 AM
To: Torres, Anne; Byrd, Candace; Taylor, Katrina; Garland, Jenna

Subject: Support on Cochran lssue

Team-

This NYT editorial should be widely distributed! lt was posted online this morning.
http://mobÌle. nytimes.co m/2015/Ot/13/opinion/god-gays-a nd-the-atlanta-fire-department. html

- ADL will publicly release letter today.
- jeff graham/ga equality is writing long piece for ajc op ed page- will support firing decision in detail- will run Thursday
- Faith in Public Life will run ajc oped Friday.
- I will be at the FIPL press conference this morning at the Capitol at LOam.

Tha n ks,

MM

Sent from my iPhone

PLAINTIFF'S

EXHIBIÎ7f
g
q
E
å
o
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Friday, January L6,2015 8:29 PM

Shahar, Robin; Coley, Cassandra; Mullinax, Melissa

RE: Emails

I did not. Please feel free to forward when you can.

-Anne

-----Original Message-----
From: Shahar, Robin
Sent: Friday, January L6,2A75 1L:56 AM
To: Coley, Cassandra; Torres, Anne; Mullinax, Melissa
Subject: Emails

Hi Melissa and Anne- did you receive a copy of the adl press release last tuesday (right after cochran was fired)? My
computer blocked their email to me which included a copy of their release.

Hi Cassandra. I learned yesterday that the anti-defamation league emailed me a copy of the press release they did the
day chief cochran was fired. I never received it. I asked them to send a copy to my home email- which they did this
morning. I have tried to send it from my home to work- it won't go through.

This is a serious problem for me. I don't understand what content is causing the block to occur, but I need dit to fix
immediately.
I am out sick today, but please feel free to get on my computer if you need to. Thanks.

Robin

E¡ffiIBff

I

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Garland, Jenna

Friday, January 23,2OL5 L0:11 PM

Ohlheiser, Abigail; Torres, Anne
atlmedia
RE: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

Hi Abby - here is our statement in response. You can attribute to me as a spokesperson for Mayor Reed.

Thankyou -

Jenna

Former Chief Cochran filed a Charge of Discrimination with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and declared
under penalty of perjury that the statements in the charge are true and correct. Unfortunately, the only truthful portions are his

statements about his tenure as Chief and the identity of those in the room with him during two meetings. Everything else is

patently false.

The City will respond directly to the EEOC at the appropriate time to inform the agency that instead of "unspecified policies,"
Mr. Cochran was informed at the time of his suspension that he had failed to follow the City Code in seeking to engage in an

outside income-producing venture. He was also informed that the issue was not the religious nature of his book, but the fact
that he was espousing theories about certain groups of people that were in conflict with the City's policy of inclusiveness. He

was further informed that there was an issue with his espousÌng these beliefs while identifying himself as the Atlanta Fire Chief
and while falsely claiming that his job description required him to run the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department on the basis of these
beliefs, Finally, Mr. Cochran was informed that distr¡buting the book to members of his command staff in the workplace was
improper and sent a message to his staffers that they were expected to embrace his beliefs.

Although Mr. Cochran continues to claim that the City Ethics Officer authorized his publication of the book, that claim is as

untruthful today as it was when first uttered. Mr. Cochran was told that the City Code required him to get the approval of the
Board of Ethics before publishing his book, something he admits he never did.

Mr. Cochran states in his EEOC charge that he was told his faith influenced his leadership style and that this was the reason for
his termination. What he was actually told was that his distribution of a book about his beliefs within his department had caused
his employees to question his ability to continue to lead a diverse workforce.

The religious nature of his book is not the reason he is no longer employed by the City of Atlanta. The totality of his conduct-
including the way he handled himself during his suspension after he agreed not to make public comments during the
investigation-reflected poor judgment and failure to follow clearly defined work protocols.

Mr. Cochran continues to make false statements and accusations, even under penalty of perjury to the EEOC. This is just further
proof that he has shown himself to be the wrong person for a leadership role ín the City of Atlanta.

-----Origi nal Message----
From: Ohl heiser, Abigai I Imailto:Abigail.Ohl heiser@washpost.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 22,2015 1A:47 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Cc: atlmedia

###

Subject: Re: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

coA-EMAtL003983
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Hey th,ere,

We've published on the complaint after getting confirmation elsewhere. lf you have a statement to send along when available
(tomorrow or later is fine), please do send along and we can update to include.

Tha n ks

Abby

From: Torres, Anne <amtorres@AtlantaGa.Gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 22,2015 6:42 PM

To: Ohlheiser, Abigail
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: Re: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

Willdo!

Have a good night.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 22,2015, at 6:26 PM, Ohlheiser, Abigail <Abigail.Ohlheiser@washpost.com<mailto:Abigail.Ohlheiser@washpost.com>>
wrote:

Great, that's what I thought. Thanks. Please do let me know if you do receive such a notification?

From: Torres, Anne Imai lto:a mtorres@AtlantaGa.Gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 22,zOtS 6:02 PM

To: Ohlheiser, Abigail
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: RE: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

Yes, when the EEOC receives a complaint, the city is notified. l'm not sure of the exact process, but I assume that it sends notice
to our HR Dept, Law Dept, and Chief Operating Officer.

From : Ohl heiser, Abigail Imailto:Abigail.Oh I heise¡@washpost.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 22,2015 5:59 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: RE: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

Thanks.

Could you clarify, if you know (on background is fine) whether the city would receive some sort of alert if such a complaint were
filed?

Tha n ks

Abby

Fro m : Torres, An ne Ima i lto:a mtorres @Atla ntaGa.Gov]
Sent:Thursday, January 22,2015 5:57 PM

To: Ohlheiser, Abigail
Cc: atlmedia
Subject: RE: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

HíAbieail-

coA-EMAtL003984
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Here is our statement:

"The City has received no information that former Chief Cochran filed a complaint with the EEOC. We intend to defend the
Mayor's decision vigorously whether, through the EEOC administrative process or in any other appropriate forum."

Thanks,
Anne

From: Ohl heiser, Abigail Imailto:Abigail.Ohl heiser@washpost.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 22,2015 5:10 PM

To: Torres, Anne
Subject: Wapo request for comment on reports that former fire chief has filed EEOC complaint

Hi there,

l'm a reporter at the Washington Post. l'm seeing reports that Kelvin Cochran has filed an EEOC complaint against Atlanta for the
termination of his employment. I was wondering if the Mayor's office had a comment or any information on that complaint.
Thanks!

Abby Ohlheiser

coA-EMArL003985
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Tuesday, February 17, 201.5 1-L:57 PM

Solomon, Erica; atlmedia
RE; Mayor Reed Response FW: Georgia House Delegation: Letter to Mayor Kasim

Reed on the recent termination of Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran

Attr¡bute to city spokesperson

Mr. Cochran was informed at the time of his suspension that he had failed to receive the required approvals
pursuant to the City Code in seekíng to engage in an outside income-producing venture. He was also informed
that the issue was not the religious nature of his book, but the fact that he was espousing theories about certain
groups of people that were in conflict with the City's nondiscrimination policy. He was further informed that
there was an issue with his espousing these beliefs while identifying himself as the Atlanta Fire Chief. Finally,
Mr. Cochran was informed that distributing the book to members of his command staff in the workplace was
improper and risked sending a message to his staffers that they were expected to embrace his beliefs.

The religious nature of his book is not the reason he is no longer employed by the City of Atlanta. The totality of
his conduct-including the way he handled himself during his suspension after he agreed not to make public
comments during the investigation-reflected poor judgment and failure to follow clearly defined work
protocols.

Please note that the Mayor will officially respond to this letter separately

From: Solomon, Erica lmailto:esolomon@wxia.gannett.coml
Sent: Tuesday, February 17,20L5 6:51 PM

To: atlmedia
Subject: Mayor Reed Response FW: Georgia House Ðelegation: Letter to Mayor Kasim Reed on the recent termination of
Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran

Hello,
Does Mayor Reed have a response to the letter that the Ga, House Delegation sent about the rumination of former
Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran?

Thank you,

Tr í t: a-'L) en í.s e S o {t¡Ttuo?r.

Assignment Desk Editor
WXIA-TVI Myatltv
newsroom/ 4A4-87 3 -q I 14

celll 4Ð4-670-6181

c¡slç.¡ups@!!akye-Eo-e
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From: Turner, Lisa

Sent:Tuesday, February 17,2015 6:45 PM

To: Solomon, Erica

Cc: Thomas, Marcita
Subject: FW: Georgia House Delegation: Letter to Mayor Kasim Reed on the recent termination of Atlanta Fire Chief
Kelvin Cochran

From: Mercer, Shawna [mailto:Shawna.Mercer@mail.house.gov]
Sentr Tuesday, February L7,20LS 5:04 PM

Subject: Georgia House Delegation: Letter to Mayor lGsim Reed on the recent termination of Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin
Cochran

Dear members of the media -
Please see the attached letter from Rep. Barry Loudermilk (GA-11) and several members of the
Georgia House delegation on the recent termination of Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran.

Other co-signers of the letter include:

Rep. Buddy Carter (GA - 01)
Rep. Lynn Westmoreland (GA - 03)
Rep. Tom Price (GA - 06)
Rep. Austin Scott (GA - 08)
Rep. Jody Hice (GA - 10)

lf you have any additional questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me

Shawna Mercer I Director of Communications
Congressman Barry Loudermilk I GA-11
238 Cannon HOB lWashington D.C. 20515
{202) 225-293 1 | loudermilk. house.gov

Ë*,,&

2
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Wednesday, February 18,20T5 3:56 PM

Max Blau;atlmedia
RE: GOP Congressmen letter the mayor

Mayor's formal response is forthcoming. Here's what we said yesterday....and the week before....and the week before
that....

Attri bute to spokesperson

Mr. Cochran was informed at the time of his suspension that he had failed to receive the required approvals pursuant to
the City Code in seeking to engage in an outside income-producing venture, He was also informed that the issue was not
the religious nature of his book, but the fact that he was espousing theories about certain groups of people that were in
conflict with the City's nondiscrimination policy. He was further informed that there was an issue with his espousing
these beliefs while identifying himself as the Atlanta Fire Chief. Finally, Mr. Cochran was informed that distributing the
book to members of his command staff in the workplace was improper and risked sending a message to his staffers that
they were expected to embrace his beliefs.

The religious nature of his book is not the reason he is no longer employed by the City of Atlanta, The totality of his

conduct-including the way he handled himself during his suspension after he agreed not to make public comments
during the ¡nvestigation-reflected poor judgment and failure to follow clearly defined work protocols.

From: Max Blau [mailto: maxcblau@gmail,com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2015 10:47 AM

To: atlmedia
Subject: GOP Congressmen letter the mayor

Hi Anne and Jenna,

Has the mayor's office responded to that 2170letter yet? If so, could you pass that along? If not, would you like
to respond?

Thanks,

Max Blau
Staff Writer: Creative Loafing
Twitter: @MaxBlau; Website: maxblau.blogspot.com
Phone: 224.436.2120

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Torres, Anne

Thursday, February 1.9,20L5 4:00 PM

Margolin, Emma (NBCUniversal); atlmedia
RE: Statement request for msnbc

Hi Ëmma-

Statement below. Please attribute to city spokesperson

Mr. Cochran was informed at the time of his suspension that he had failed to receive the required approvals pursuant to
the City Code in seeking to engage in an outside !ncome-producing venture. He was also informed that the issue was not
the religious nature of his book, but the fact that he was espousing theories in the workplace about certain groups of
people that were in conflict with the City's nondiscrimination policy.

He was further informed that there was an issue with his espousing these beliefs while identifying himself as the Atlanta
Fire Chief. Finally, Mr. Cochran was informed that distributing the book to members of his command staff in the
workplace was improper and risked sending a message to his staffers that they were expected to embrace his beliefs,

The religious nature of his book is not the reason he is no longer employed by the City of Atlanta. The totality of his

conduct-including the way he handled himself during his suspension after he agreed not to make public comments
during the investigation-reflected poor judgment and failure to follow clearly defined work protocols.

The City of Atlanta remains a place where all people, including those who share Mr. Cochran's beliefs, are equally valued
and respected, However, religious beliefs cannot shield any employee from the consequences of poor judgment and
insubordination.

The City will vigorously defend its actions in any legal proceedings brought by Mr. Cochran and is confident that the
decision to terminate Mr. Cochran was both the right thing to do and fully legal.

Tha n ks,

Anne

Anne Torres
Director of Com munications
Office of Mayor l(asim Reed

@) 4A4fi0.6423
{c) 404.e04.26r8
(F) 404.546.2983
www.atlantaga.gov
@AnneMTorres

1

EXHIBIT

11
Stoy connected on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed
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From : Margolin, Emma (NBCUniversal) fmailto: Emma.Margoli n@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Thursday, February t9,2015 10:52 AM
To: atlmedia
Subject: Statement request for msnbc

Hi there,

l'm a reporter at msnbc in New York, and I was wondering if Mayor Reed had a statement in response to the federal
lawsuit filed yesterday on behalf of former Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran. Feel free to email me back here, or you can give

me a call at the below number.

Office: 2I2-664-L774

Thanks so much,
Emma

2
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

Torres, Anne
Sean Keenan; atlmedia
3lU2A15 4:28:10 PM
RE: ex-Fire Chief sues

Hi Sean-

The City will not (and can't) answer questions on any pending lawsuit. The Mayor has spoken out on
this issue on numerous occasions and the city's position has not changed. Please feel free to use the
language below for a quote tvhich you c¿ìn attribute to spokesperson.

Thanks,

Anne

Anne Torres
Director of Communications
Office of Mayor Kasim Reed
(o) 444.ßa.6423
(q 444.sa4.2618
(F) 444.546.2583
www.atlantaoa.qov
@AnneMTorres

Stay connected on Twitter: @CityofAtlanta and @KasimReed

M¡. Cochran was informed at the time of his suspension that he had failed to follow the City
Code in seeking to engage in an outside income-producing venture. He was also informed that the
issue u¡as not the religious nature of liis book, but the fact that he was espousing theories about
ceftain groups of people that were in conflict vvith the City's non-discrimrnation policy. He rvas
further infonned that there was an issue rvith his espousing these beliefs while iclentif ing himself as

the Atlanta Fire Chief and while falsely claiming that his job description required hirn to run the
Atlanta Fire Rescue Department on the basis of these beliefs. Finally, Mr. Cochrarl was infonned that
distributing the book to members of his command staff in the workplace was improper and sent a

message to his staffers that they were expected to embrace his beliefs.

Although Mr. Cochran continues to claim that the City Ethics Officer authorized his
publication of the book, that claim is as untmthful today as it was when first uttered. Ml. Cocluan
was told that the City Code required him to get the approval of the Board of Ethics before publishing
his book, something he admits he never did.

Mr. Cochran states that he was told liis faith influenced his leadership style and that this rvas

the reason for his tennination. What he was actually told was that his distribution of a book about his
beliefs within his departrnent had caused his employees to question his ability to continue to lead a
diverse workforce.

The religious rralure of his book is not the reason he is no longer ernployed by the City of
Atlanta. The totality of his conduct-including the way he handled himself during his suspension
after he agreed not to make public comments during the investigation-reflected poor judgnent and

q
ã
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., faílure to follow clearly defined work protocols

From: Sea n Keena n [ma ilto:thesea nkeena n @gma il.com]
Sent: Monday, March 02, 2015 10:19 AM
To: atlmedia
Subject: ex-Fire Chief sues

To whom it may concern,

My name is Sean Keenan and I write for the Georgia State Signal newspaper

Next week, we will be running an article about former Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran's decision to sue the city
for what he felt was an unjust termination.

I hoped I could speak with someone regarding the mayor's perspective on the matter

I wrote a couple articles about this situation when Cochran was originally fired and it seemed quite clear that lie was
relieved of duty due to a breach in departrnent protocol.

Cochran has amassed a sizable backing for his cause, so I am curious as to what grounds for suit tliey think they
have.

Please contact lrre as soon as possible regarding contacts that will be able to entertain similar questions.

Additionally, I would love to have a quote from tlie Mayor Reecl on the subject if possible.

My deadline is this Thursday afternoon. Thank you.

Regards,

Sean Keenan
678.654.9443
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